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ABOUT THE MINISTRY

Christ Light Bearers Inc. is a Christian Publication Ministry that
God endowed with a vision to reach out with proclamation of the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to the entire world. We began our
Internet outreach in February 1999 with one important goal—to
provide positive and inspirational messages, as a better and
righteous alternative to some of the unsuitable and filthy
information that is available on the internet today. We thank God
for helping us to touch the world with the beauty of Jesus Christ
with our various publications. With 17 Evangelical Tracts, 14
series of Reflect on This! Books, and 8 series of Pocket Ministers
Mini-books, we are trying to showcase some of the good things
that God is doing in the ministry. In addition, we publish Daily
Devotionals, Bible Studies, Christian Poems and Christian Articles
on the internet.

To learn more about this ministry, please visit our website
www.christlightbearers.org or write to us using our contact
address.
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THE NATURE OF THE COVENANT

It started with Adam just before Eve was created. Adam would
wake up in the morning, walk up and down the Garden of Eden to
do whatever his hand could do. We can visualize him harvesting
varieties of fruits for his daily meal, doing all the chores of his
dominion and at the end of the day dropped down somewhere in the
Garden and slept off. Alone he was tending the Garden. Apart from
the fellowship he had with God at the cool of the day, there was
nobody he could interact with. There was nobody he could speak
the language that God gave him with. The creation itself was
perfect. The only thing that God described as imperfect about
creation was the loneliness of man. “And the Lord said, It is not
good that the man should be alone; | will make him an help meet
for him.” (Genesis 2:18) Something important was conspicuously
missing in the life of man. Adam could not figure it out. But God
understood the situation better. There was no doubt that Adam was
lonely, and God noted his ordeal. A need arose but the Creator is
up to the task. Please note the key word. God said | would make
“an help-meet for him.” Somebody is needed that would perfectly
meet the criteria and needs of Adam. A help meet would be a
partner with Adam and not a contender with him. In the perfect
wisdom of God, the needs of Adam were made complete in the help
meet He created for him. A help-meet that would bring about
mutual love, mutual attraction and mutual understanding between
both of them. An help meet that Adam could relate with, planned
with, walked hand in hand with and trusted concerning the calling
of God in his life. The purpose of Eve in the life of Adam was to
fill the empty vacuum of his life. God carefully planned and
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customized the creation of Eve to be compatible with the needs of
Adam and mutually beneficial to Eve as well.

The Lord Almighty, a thoughtful Father knew that they should have
something important in common before the criteria compatibility
could be met. Think of it, the dust from which Adam was created
was not in short supply, the breath of life was still with the Ancient
of Days, but He chose to create Eve in a unique way for a unique
purpose. God Almighty caused Adam to fall into a deep sleep and
he removed his rib bone to create the first human female. That was
it. God created Eve to be a blessing to Adam.

The multiply effect took place in the hand of the Master Builder
and one rib-bone of Adam in the hand of Almighty God became
transformed to be equal to all the complex shape of bones required
for the creation of Eve. From this, one can deduce that the nature
of man is to give, and the nature of woman is to receive. At the
point of receiving every good things that man can give his wife,
God would intercept the gift, bless it, and cause it to multiply in her
hand. Any man that possess understanding and insight about the
institution of marriage and know how to give precious gifts in terms
of love, dedication, commitment to the laudable purposes of the
holy matrimonial union, the man is unwittingly investing in a
rewardable venture in his home. The simple reason is that woman
is designed in the thoughtfulness of God to be a blessing in the
home of a man, because when a little gets into the hand of a woman,
it becomes plenty.

Although the Bible did not call it a covenant, but the creation of
Eve reflected the covenant that establish a bond between man and
woman. It was not called a covenant of marriage, but it was
obvious. It was an everlasting covenant of love and unity between
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Adam and Eve. And God the architect of marriage Himself
witnessed it. Adam appreciated the product of himself and said,
“This is bone of my bones and the flesh of my flesh; she shall be
called ‘woman’ for she was taken out of man.” It was the first of its
kind in the life of Adam and also the first of its kind in the life of
Eve because for the first time she realized that she was a living
being.

It was a unique and an unforgettable experience for Adam when he
woke up with a scar in his chest region where the rib-bone was
removed. When | talk about the scar in the chest of Adam, it does
not in any way reduce the divine ability of God. After all, there was
a scar in the hand of Jesus Christ that He told Thomas the Didymus
to put his hand as physical evidence that He was the same Jesus
crucified, buried and resurrected. Adam must have wondered and
asked himself how it happened. The scar in the chest of Adam will
become a life testimony of his contribution to the creation of Eve.
Even if at any point in his life he forgot the covenant between him
and Eve, the scar would remind him. Perhaps Eve would ask him,
“Honey, what happened to you that resulted into this noticeable scar
in your chest?” Adam would tell Eve, the story of the covenant of
love that resulted into her creation. Man never dwelt alone since
then.

The effect of the covenant was the blessing of God upon man
through the help meet. Man possesses millions of manhood-seeds
but none of them can result into a whole human being in a man but
when few of these seeds get into a woman, nine months later, the
family will increase. From everlasting to everlasting, even in the
age of cloning, woman has been the vessel that God used to form a
prototype of a baby that perfectly conformed to the combination of
the genetic codes of male and female in the womb. When the baby
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is coming into this world to become an integral part of the family,
woman is the faithful pilot that painfully, carefully and lovingly
guided every baby on to the surface of the earth.

Every unit of families on earth is a project in the hand of God. God
intends that each family may be a reflection of His glory. God
appointed a man as the leader of the family to oversee the affairs of
the family. An adage says, “Charity begins at home.” The dominion
of a man starts from his family. Man must dominate in setting good
goals and rules, and must dominate in living each day by the rules
he had set. As a leader he must lead by example. Man set the goals
therefore man must dominate in the responsibility of his home. God
did not give man fifty-fifty principle of responsibility in his home.
This is one of the selfish devices of man. The man and his wife are
one before God, their goals and plans before God are one, their
minds, one, therefore the couple’s purse and their expenses must be
one.

It is of the opinion of some that there is no other covenant in the
home of a couple apart from the one they had on their wedding day.
The vow is a covenant of their togetherness and that is the first
chapter of their covenant. There are other unwritten covenants of
marriage that evolved in the marital relationship that are
exclusively unigue to the relationship. These are the terms of the
covenant agreement. These terms tie all aspects of the relationship
together. It varies from one home to the other. It must be honored
by the couple in order to give peace a chance. Otherwise, nothing
positive will be achieved in the relationship. This is a pointer to our
relationship with our Father in Heaven. The word of God is the term
of our covenant with Him. Our observance and obedience to the
precepts of the word is the basis of our blessing. “This book of the
law shall not depart our of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate
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therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to
all that is written therein; for then thous shall make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shall have good success.” (Joshua 1:8)

The calling of man is a dominion, and the calling of woman is a
ministry of help. The nature of the ministry of a man is to
dominate—to dominate the earth and subdue it, in becoming a co-
builder with God in the development of his environment.
Domination here is not suggesting an oppressive and suppressive
character in his leadership in his home at the detriment of his wife.
It does not connote enslavement mentality that some men had
subjected their spouse to, because God did not create her to be a
problem in your life that you have to overcome. On the contrary,
she is ordained to be man’s helper, to help him in overcoming and
subduing situations around him for the purpose of their sustenance.
This requires his setting mutual goals for the benefit of the union
and ensuring that they are accomplished. Being a leader in the home
does not mean that the wife should be relegated to the background.
She should be carried along in life in all aspect of the family matters
and her opinion and advice should be seriously considered along
with that of the man. The word of wisdom from the wisest man on
earth, Solomon, says, “Two are better than one, because they have
a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, the one will lift up
his fellow; but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath
not another to help him up.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10)

The ministry of a woman is catalyzing to the ministry of man to fill
the gap of imperfection in man and to help wherever help is
required in the life of man and to fill the imperfect vacuum of the
life of her husband because the success of the man is her glory, and
the failure of the man is also her shame. This requires her setting
goals in all aspect of the life her man to ensure that finishing
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touches are perfectly applied in her home in the course of her
ministry of help. Her decision and her method of operation always
possess human face because of her inherent care and concern;
thereby apply beautiful color of glory of God unto the life of man.
Again, the nature of her method of operation may seem to be time
consuming because of the detailed and meticulous way women
handle things. Man sets his focus on the deadline, but woman sets
her focus on perfect outcome of the effort. The objective of the
intention of God concerning their lives is that their relationship may
be mutually dependent upon each other at the same time mutually
beneficial for each other. The termites and the bees understand this
situation differently. They see their queen as the pillar of their
colonies. They see prosperity in her. They behold strength in her.
They build around the queen. They treat her with utmost care and
respect.

There is no limit to the responsibilities of man over his family
because the whole accountability of his dominion over his family
rests totally on him and God will require it of him in the end if he
fails to perform loyally, honestly and faithfully. There is no limit of
help that a woman can render to her husband concerning the
responsibilities of their family because this is the purpose of her
creation and God will require it of her if she fails to perform loyally,
honestly and faithfully. When the ministries of man and woman
blend together and is actively and faithfully practiced in a family,
it always reflects the glory of God. One of the mysterious attributes
of mankind is belief. If husband and wife believe in each other and
both of them also believe in God Almighty, there is nothing they
set their mind upon that they will not be able to accomplish.

A widow was in a problem, she cried out in despair to Elisha, the
prophet of God, that the creditors were coming to take her two boys
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as slaves because she was unable to pay the outstanding debt of her
late husband. She believed that solution to her problem was in the
hand of God. Although she was a wife of a deceased priest of God,
she did not know how to approach the difficult situation. Perhaps
she did not know how to approach God herself as a woman, but she
was not ignorant of the ability of God. She believed in the man of
God, Elisha, who can help her to seek the face of God. Elisha knew
this secret of multiplication in the hand of a woman. Elisha replied
to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your
house?” The widow replied, “Your servant has nothing there at
all, except a little oil.” ‘A little,” that was all that the man of God
wanted to hear because God does not need ‘a lot’ to bless a woman.
Elisha said, “Go around and ask all you neighbors for empty jars.
Don’t ask for just a few. Then go inside and shut the door behind
you and your sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is filled,
put it to one side.” (Il King 4:1-4) Behind a closed door, there is
something that a woman can do to make her life better. A woman
can righteously set a broad scope of goals in prayer and stand in the
tenet of her covenant of marriage that God witnessed to tap in into
the divine blessing of God to solve any problem in her family.
Behind a closed door a woman can stand on her two feet and
declare, “Enough of the wicked activities of enemy in her home,”
and Heaven will intervene on her behalf. Behind a closed door a
woman can tap into the Throne of grace in her prayer and obtain
divine favor from God. No one doubted the miracle of the man of
God, but the truth was that he evoked the miracle that was attached
to the covenanted blessing of the creation of the first woman in the
beginning to bless the widow. If man desires the blessing of God to
the fullest, woman is an inevitable individual that man should deal
with along the journey of his life. “Whoso findeth a wife findeth a
good thing, and obtained favour of the Lord.” (Proverb 18:22) A
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wife is a double blessing. She is not only a ‘good thing,’ she is the
avenue through which man can obtain favor of the Lord.

A covenant is a union of spiritual agreements between two parties
to perform a stated promise even though the promise involves
sacrifice. In legal terminology, it is known as a contract. If the
agreement is between two or more communities or states, it is called
a treaty. The moment people enter into an agreement with each
other; the term of the agreement, contract, treaty or covenant is
binding on both parties until all aspects of the agreement is fulfilled.
Another thing you must know about an agreement is that when two
agree over anything, there is an unseen witness. Once an agreement
is birthed, it exists from then on and it establishes a relationship
between the two parties and the witness. As God is watching over
us the same way He watches over our covenants because He is an
architect of the covenant and He is a witness to it. God is a covenant
keeper, and He expects us to keep righteous covenants.

The covenant of blood is a life covenant. It is an everlasting
covenant in the life of the party involved and the consequences of
failure to keep the covenant have direct effect upon the life of the
culprit. Promise is different from covenant. One may unilaterally
promise the other to perform a certain favor without requiring
anything from the other party. It is beautiful if the promise is kept,
but if not, no qualm. Although it is morally wrong to fail to live up
to a promise, but if an inevitable happened, you cannot hold him
liable for not been able to fulfill his promise. It is not the same thing
with a covenant; in fact, it is a sin to break a covenant.

God began His relationship with Abraham with a commandment.
“Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and
go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation
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and I will bless you; I will make your name great and you will be a
blessing. | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you
I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”
(Genesis 12:1-3) In this commandment were attached promises of
blessings and the promises are contingent to the obedience of the
commandment of God. Abram set out to the land of Canaan. God
appeared to him and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”
Regardless of the fact that Abram left his household and went to
Canaan did not constitute a covenant. Nevertheless, the eyes of God
were upon Abram. After the separation between him and Lot, God
appeared to him again and said, “Lift up your eyes from where you
are and look north and south, east and west. All the land that you
see | will give you and your offspring forever. | will make your
offspring like a dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the
dust, then your offspring could be counted. Go, walk through the
length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.” (Genesis
13:14-17) Much as this promise is so unique, it was still an
affirmation of the earlier promises of God, it was not yet a covenant.
An important lesson to learn from this was that, when we receive a
calling of God upon our lives, we must endeavor to detach all
entanglement in order to focus upon the calling.

God affirmed the promises He gave to Abram with a covenant when
He asked him to make an offering unto Him. “So the Lord said to
him, “Bring me an heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old,
along with a dove and a young pigeon.” (Genesis 15:9) In the law
of contract among men, the request of offering of Almighty God
from Abram is synonymous to what is known as “consideration.”
Consideration is a tangible value, or a valuable token that seals up
and establishes a contractual relationship between two parties.
Abram acted in accordance with the request of Almighty Father, he
cut the offering into two and arranged them opposite each other.
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When the night had fallen, a blazing torch of fire appeared and
consumed the offering as a sign of acceptance of Almighty God to
enter into a covenant relationship with Abram. At that very
moment, a covenanted relationship was birthed into existence
between God Almighty and Abram.

This covenant is sufficient and valid between Almighty God and
Abram, but it did not cover his offspring. Was this a mistake?
Absolutely not! In fact, it is actually for the glory of God. God will
not walk with a man that He has not spiritually tested. The scripture
recorded the promise of God to Abram in 1921 BC, but a covenant
relationship was not established until approximately seven years
later. We may be tempted to ask, “What was God looking for in
Abram in those seven years that the Ancient of Days did not know
about him before Abram was born? Is there anything that God want
to happen in the life of Abram that He cannot do? First of all, God
was not looking for a man-robot that had been pre-programmed to
do His will according to the predetermined function of set
electronical commands, but He was looking for a just and faithful
man from the descendants of man who will eschew sinfulness and
willingly live in a righteous relationship with Him. The first man
that was fashioned in the image of God disappointed God, how
much more his descendants. The period of seven years of silence
before the covenant was established was a period of consideration
of the life of Abram, whether he would change disappointedly like
his forefathers, but consistence and commitment in righteous living
was found in the life of Abram.

Approximately 14 years later, God renewed the covenant He had
with Abram and He incorporated his offspring that will come after
him. “And God said unto Abraham, Thou shall keep my covenant
therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations. This is
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my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy seed
after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. And
ye shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be a token
of the covenant betwixt me an you.” (Genesis 17:9-11) This time,
God did not ask Abraham to bring another offering, but He only
asked for the circumcision of the foreskin to take care of the area of
the covenant that related to would be Abraham’s offspring. Let us
reason in the wisdom of God in the renewal of the covenant. The
private part of man is the most secret part of his body. In fact, it is
one of the most hidden treasures of his body. In the Garden of
Eden, Adam and Eve covered the nakedness of their private parts
with leaves after they fell from grace to grass. Also, this is the most
sensitive part of the body of man. This region of the body of man
was the point of focus and it was ordained in the covenant of
Abraham, because it is the instrument of procreation. Every seed
that would come into existence within the wedlock of the
generation of Abraham would automatically become a party to the
covenant between God and Abraham.

When we relate the issue of covenant in the creation of Eve with
the covenant of God with Abraham, there is one important thing
that was common to the two. Blood heralded the removal of the rib-
bone from Adam, blood of animals was involved in the offering of
Abram that sealed up the first covenant and lastly, blood heralds the
removal of the fore skin of Abraham and all the male servants in
his household as a token of the covenant. Whenever blood is let out,
there must be an accompanied pain. The pain is synonymous to
sacrifice. Abraham, at the age of ninety-nine years offered his token
of the covenant by the removal of his foreskin through
circumcision. The removal of the foreskin at this age would
definitely be excruciatingly painful especially when anesthesia
medicine (the medicine that deadens the nerve cells during surgical
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operation) has not been discovered. The lamb that was sacrificed
at the first Passover in Egypt heralded the exodus of the people of
God from the enslaving nation. “... the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they shall
take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the
upper door post of the houses ..." (Exodus 12:6-7) Brethren, relate
this to the excruciating pain of Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary
that led to the salvation of mankind. The excruciating painful
experience was the first of its kind in the life of Abraham. The
memory of the uniqueness of the covenant would remain fresh in
his memory for life. This is the intention of God that man may
always remember the preciousness of our covenant with Him so
that we can honor it and uphold it. The healing of circumcision scar
is generally always evidently noticeable on the average of three
days. Remember those three days of dark hours in the life of Jesus
Christ during the period he built the bridge of salvation for
mankind.

Abraham never remained the same after the covenant. A
tremendous change has taken place. Although it might seem to be
insignificant in the physical realm, but in the spiritual realm it was
an important change. The veil of the head of the male organ, that
is, the foreskin has been removed. The same way the veil of the
temple parted into two when the covenant of mercy was completed
on the Cross and the holiness of the Temple of God was revealed
to man. From that moment, a clear mark of identity had been
established. Abraham and his unborn generations become people of
God under the covenant.
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THE SIGNS OF THE COVENANT

Deep sleep heralds the covenant of the blood. It is always the
transitional period. It is the transformation period that ushers in a
permanent change in the lives of mankind. Adam fell into a deep
sleep when God removed his rib-bone for the creation of Eve. What
happened during the time of his deep sleep was not expressly
revealed. “The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but
those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children
for ever ..” (Deuteronomy 29:29) QObviously, it was the
establishment of covenant of blood between Adam and Eve that
resulted into the creation of Eve. Adam woke up to behold the
beauty of the glory of God in the creation of Eve, his help-meet.

Abraham fell into a deep sleep just before the covenant of God with
him. “And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon
Abram and, lo, a horror of great darkness fell upon him.” It was
during this sleep that God spoke to Abraham of what will become
of his generation in the next four hundred years. “Know of a surety
that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not their’s, and
shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;
and also that nation, whom they shall serve will I judge; and
afterward shall they come out with great substance.” (Genesis
15:12-14) “In the same day the Lord made a covenant with
Abraham . . .” When Abraham woke up, he became transformed.
He now saw the reason why he needed to fulfill his own part of the
covenant.

Jesus Christ was also in similitude of deep sleep for three days of
dark hours from that very moment He died on the Cross. Literally
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we know that He died and was buried in the sepulcher. Although
we do not know what happened in those three days but the result of
it was the resurrection of the Son of Man. We would not have
understood the meaning of the deep sleep of Adam before his rib-
bone was removed for the creation of Eve. Again, we would not
have understood the meaning of his waking up either. The death of
Jesus Christ revealed the deep sleep of Adam and the resurrection
of our Lord Jesus revealed the grace of immortality and victory over
sins and grave for the generation Adam. In those three days of deep
sleep of Jesus Christ in the sepulcher, the important clause in the
covenant of God with Abraham that locked in the whole nations of
the world into the covenant of Abraham was fulfilled. “... and in
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3) This
deep sleep of Jesus Christ in the grave triggered off the process of
restoration of immortality that man lost as a result of sin in the
Garden of Eden and was fully completed. His dead body received
a divine quickening and life returned to it. He woke up to be the
first born from the death after the completion of the covenant of
mercy. And He lives forever. The deep sleep experience just before
the covenant of God in our lives put to death the power of flesh and
in order to provide a conducive environment for the covenant to
have a deep root in our lives so that the brilliant glory of God may
manifest in the outcome of fruitfulness. “Verily, verily, I say unto
you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth
alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” (John 12:24)

Whenever there is a covenant of God upon your life, there is bound
to be a test of your faith. God will surely nurture you. He will
prepare you, but He will not just place you in His strategic position
that relates to His divine plan concerning the affairs of mankind
without testing your appetite. The test may come directly from
Father in heaven in the form of instructions that He expects us to
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follow as He told Adam in the Garden of Eden not to eat from the
fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. On the other hand,
He may allow the tempter to tempt you like what happened to Job.
Temptation is not a sin per se as people perceived it to be.
Temptation is a yardstick by which our faith is measured.
Temptation promotes but in the process of promotion, it is question
of no pain, no gain. My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into
divers temptation knowing this, that trying of your faith worketh
patience” James 1:2-3. 1t is when one falls into temptation that
leads the individual to sin. Adam and Eve failed to live up to the
expectation of God in their test of faith, but Noah did not. He was
described as a righteous man, blameless among the people of his
time and walk with God because he did everything just as God
commanded him. (Genesis 6:9, 22)

When you come across a prince, you cannot miss the sign of the
beauty of his kingdom. If you don’t see it in his appearance, you
will notice it in his characteristics. You will definitely behold it in
the majestic ways he does things. The same thing goes with the
children of the covenant. They are the princes and princesses of
God. They are the apples of the eyes of God. The divine presence
of God is always with them to bless their efforts, to divinely protect
them, to endow them with unparalleled wisdom, to give them
victory against their enemy and to direct them in the path of life
they are to take. God promised blessing unto Abraham and the
blessing manifested significantly. God blessed Isaac his son so
much that the Abimelech became envious of Isaac and said to him,

’

“Move away from us, you have become too powerful for us.’

Isaac planted crops in that land and the same year reaped a
hundredfold, because the Lord blessed him. The man
became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he
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became very wealthy. He had so many flocks and herds and
servants that the Philistines envied him.” Genesis 26:12-14

When Abimelech sought to make peace covenant with Isaac, he
said, “We saw clearly that the Lord was with you, . . .” Please note,
brethren. One-fold is one hundred percent increase, and one
hundred-fold is ten thousand percent increase. It is only the people
that God have his mighty hand upon that can reap a hundred-fold
of harvest in the same year.

Forbearing is rare attribute; it is an awesome character of the Living
God. This was the area of test of faith of Isaac, a covenant child of
Abraham. Tolerance might seem insignificant, but it is noteworthy
in that it is not easy to forgive those became hostile towards you for
no apparent reason simply because God blessed you. Abimelech
and his people developed unprecedented envy against Isaac
because God blessed him with hundred-fold blessing in all areas of
his endeavors. They forcefully ejected him out Gerar because of
envy and after the herdmen of Gerar took Esek and Sitnah the two
wells he dug with his own labor. There ought to be a sworn
agreement between us — between us and you. Let us make a treaty
with you that you will do us no harm, . . .” Genesis 26:28-29. Yet
Isaac saw a godly reason to overlook the wickedness and made a
sworn covenant of peace with Abimelech at their request.

God told Jacob to go back to the land of his fathers and to his
relatives with a promise that He would be with because of the
covenant He had with his forefather, Abraham. You knew that he
fled from Canaan because he robbed Esau of the blessing of their
father Isaac. It was a difficult commandment to follow because the
thought to return to the land where his certified enemy had resolved
to kill him was a mind bugging to Isaac. However, God gave him a
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divine favor in the sight of his adversaries, and he summed up
courage to go back as God bade him, with determination to make
peace at all costs with his brother Esau who had once held a grudge
against him and sought to kill him. Jacob did not prepare for war
against his certified enemy, instead he sought the face of God in
prayer. With total humility Jacob finally met his brother
respectfully and repentantly with all he had, including his wives,
children, men and flocks bowed down to the ground seven times
asking Esau for forgiveness. (Genesis 33:3) Jacob killed two birds
with one stone. He did not only return to Canaan as God bade him
but also made peace with his brother Esau.

Although Joseph was a slave, but God blessed the household of
Potiphar because of the presence of the child of covenant in his
house. When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that
the Lord gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favor
in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge
of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.
(Genesis 39:3-5) Joseph was tempted by the wife of Potiphar, his
master, and because his allegiance lied with God, he was able to see
the situation from the point of view of God and said, “How can I
do this great wickedness, and sin against God” (Genesis 39:9) He
went from his lofty responsibilities in the house of Potiphar to the
dungeon because of righteousness, when temptation set in. In the
travail journey of his life, righteousness led him to the dungeon but
the mercy of did not abandon him there. He kept his head high and
he resisted the temptation, and he overcame it. “Blessed is the man
that endureth temptation; for when he is tried, he shall receive the
crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love him.”
(James 1:12 KJV) Joseph passed through the experience of a dry
pith and unbearable hardship of dungeon but the covenant of God
remembered him. Mercy and favor of God located him and
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elevated him above his peers to the palace of Pharaoh in order that
he might become an avenue of blessing to the Israelites the people
of God in their time of need.

Circumcision is the act of removal of the foreskin of male genital
organ. It is a sign of covenant between God and Abraham and his
generation. It began with the household of Abraham as a token of
the covenant. It was a mark of identification of the covenant people
of God. It was an important sign that would have affected the
calling of Moses. “At a lodging place on the way, the Lord met
Moses and was about to kill him. But Zipporah took a flint knife,
cut off her son’s foreskin and touched Moses’ feet with it. “Surely
you are a bridegroom of blood to me,” she said. So the Lord let him
alone. (At that time she said, ‘bridegroom of blood,’ referring to
circumcision.) (Exodus 4:24-26) because he did not circumcise his
children perhaps partly due to the fact that he had lost touch with
the custom of the Jews in those forty years of his sojourn in Midian
or perhaps due to strong opposition of his wife Zipporah to the issue
of circumcision. However, before Moses embarked on his calling,
his children were circumcised according to the requirement of the
covenant. It was like God was telling Moses if you are not under
my covenant, you are not competent to champion the course of the
people that are under the covenant. It is required of the foreigners
and slaves before they are absorbed into the Jewish community and
participate in all the Jewish ordinances and feasts. At the point of
the institution of the feast of Passover just before the deliverance of
the Israelites from the hands of their taskmaster in Egypt, God
expressly regulated the ordinances guiding the feast of Passover.
“When a stranger dwells with you and wants to keep the Passover
to the Lord, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come
near and keep it, and he shall be as a native of the land. For no
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uncircumcised person shall eat it. (Exodus 12:48) Circumcision
therefore became law and custom in Israel.

Because of its long-standing custom and practices among the Jews,
this sign separated them from the rest of the nations around them.
The early Jewish Christian had strong opinion that circumcision
should be the prerequisite of becoming Christian and they insisted
that early Gentile Christians should circumcised before they were
accepted into the fold of Christian community. The legalistic view
of the Jewish Christians generated a lot of controversies and
discrimination against the early Gentile Christians. Perhaps they
did this in good faith according to the principle of the longstanding
practices among them. The word of God established the principle
that the Jewish Christian insisted on. It is required of the natural
branch, the Israelites, according to the term of the covenant, that
their seed should be circumcised, and it is still binding on them up
till now. The word of God also revealed the calling of the Gentiles
to the banquet of His love in the vision of Peter just before the
conversion of Cornelius. They were summoned by the grace of God
to come and buy wine and milk without money; they were the
nations that did not know God that hasted to come. (Isaiah 55:1, 5)
When Peter came to the house of Cornelius and as he began to
preach the gospel to his household, they all experienced the baptism
of Holy Spirit just as the disciples had it on the day of Pentecost.
The scripture did not reveal that God required the Gentiles to
circumcise before their acceptance into His salvation plan. Their
acceptance was the fulfillment of the covenant of Abraham that
says, “Through your seed all the nations of the world shall be
blessed.” And lastly, the scripture resolved the controversies.

But some of the sect of the Pharisees who had believed stood up,
saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them and to direct them to

-19 -



observe the Law of Moses." The apostles and the elders came
together to look into this matter. After there had been much debate,
Peter stood up and said to them, "Brethren, you know that in the
early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the
Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe. "And God,
who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the Holy Spirit,
just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us and
them, cleansing their hearts by faith. "Now therefore why do you put
God to the test by placing upon the neck of the disciples a yoke
which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? "But we
believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the
same way as they also are." All the people kept silent, and they were
listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs and
wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they
had stopped speaking, James answered, saying, "Brethren, listen to
me." Simeon has related how God first concerned Himself about
taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name. "With this the
words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, 'After these things
I will return, and | will rebuild the Tabernacle of David which has
fallen, and | will rebuild its ruins, and | will restore it, so that the rest
of mankind may seek the Lord, who makes these things known from
long ago.”™ Therefore it is my judgment that we do not trouble those
who are turning to God from among the Gentiles, but that we write to
them that they abstain from things contaminated by idols and from
fornication and from what is strangled and from blood. Acts 15:5-20

Peter stood up among the apostles and elders that were considering
the issue and defended the truth according to the revelation that God
gave him. Paul and Barnabas testified to the faithfulness of God in
the great miracles and wonders that He had done among the
Gentiles. Simon backed up his supportive speech with the word of
the prophets and a decree was issued to seal the decision that the
Gentiles should not be discriminated against because of the issue of
circumcision.
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In the church of the New Testament, the righteous intention of God
concerning circumcision is not different. It did not only lock in the
seed of Abraham into the covenant, it also refrained them from
dipping their hands into sins. Although the Gentiles are not required
to have physical circumcision in order to fit in perfectly to the
kingdom of God, nevertheless it is absolutely necessary to
spiritually circumcise our hearts and refrain ourselves from
besetting sins. “Circumcise yourselves to the Lord, and take away
the foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that none can
quench it, because of the evil of your doings.” (Jeremiah 4:4)

As it was with the Israelites of old so also are the signs of the
covenant that ushered us in the divine presence of Almighty God
abide with us today. “And these signs will accompany those who
believe: In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with
new tongues; that shall take up serpents; and it they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick,
and they shall recover.” This statement can be interpreted as: these
rare divine abilities will be the portion of those who bear the mark
of covenant that the blood of Jesus Christ established. The believers
are covenanted children of God by the blood of covenant that Jesus
Christ shed for us on the Cross. We are the beneficiaries of the
salvation that His death brought forth. We are the joint heirs with
Him through the abundant mercy of God. These miraculous signs
were not intended to make magicians out of the believers, they are
not intended to be object of our focus in our relationship with God,
they are signs that manifest in the normal course of our Christian
lives and in our walking with God.
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Jesus Christ revealed what should be the character signpost of the
believers in His Sermon on the Mount when He said, “Ye are the
salt of the earth.” “Ye are the light of the world . . . Let your light
so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.” Perhaps we wonder why Jesus
Christ described the believers as the salt. Salt is an important
seasoning. No one can see the salt in the soup, but in humility, the
salt makes a difference in the taste of the soup. It demonstrated
how our life should touch the life of others with the love of God
and make difference in this wicked world. The light also
demonstrated that our lives should mirror the brightness of the light
that reveals all the work of darkness and brightly shine for others
so that they may behold the beauty of God’s glory. We must let our
words be seasoned with grace. “Let your speech be alway with
grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer

every man.” (Colossians 4:6)
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THE NAME OF GOD IN THE COVENANT

The Heavenly stage was set. God was about to do something He
had never done among mankind. The object of His blessing was
Abraham. He was the desire of God in his own generation. But the
test of his faith was about to begin whether he would live according
to the expectation of God. In all the precious directive God that
Abraham had been following, there was always a package of
blessing attached to God’s instructions. At the point of establishing
the covenant, God told him of the blessing that were attached to the
covenant. From the point of view of man, who knows whether this
was the motivating factors why Abraham followed the
commandments of God. But there was one specific instruction of
God that did not come with the motivation of blessing, and the
intended purposeful blessing was not revealed to Abraham. This
was the test.

God told him, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love
. sacrifice him there as a burnt offering . . .” Although the
commandment of God in this passage seemed to be laced with pain
and pang but it was coded with a deep understanding that God was
about to do something in the life of Abraham. Abraham did not
have idea of what He wanted to do. God knew how long Abraham
and Serah waited before they had Isaac, the child of Promise. God
knew what Isaac represented in the family of Abraham. Isaac was
the only son of the marital relationship between Abraham and
Serah. Isaac was precious to Abraham far more than precious jewel.
Isaac, of course, was the apple of the eyes of his father Abraham.
Isaac in the household of Abraham is synonymous with precious of
the precious. And yet God requested for the most precious of the
household of Abraham to be sacrifice to Him as a burnt offering.
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In this test of faith of Abraham, we may be tempted to ask, “Wasn’t
God asking for too much for the sacrifice of Isaac as burnt
offering?” Absolutely not! He will not tempt man beyond his
ability. “God is faithful; he will not let be tempted beyond what you
can bear.” (I Corinthians 10:13) Besides, God knew man’s
weaknesses, and He would not request from man what He cannot
give unto man. As hurtful as the commandment of God seemed to
be, Abraham did not query God. He did not even ask, “Could that
be your voice, God? He did not say in his imagination, “Satan, I
cast you out in Jesus name,” as we may likely to respond if God
placed a demand on something precious to us. Heaven was listening
to his every thought and was watching every movement of
Abraham till he got to the place of the sacrifice. The scenario here
was like a generous father that was holding a pack of candy he
wants to give to his little child but first ask the little kid to give him
the single candy in his little hand. Abraham did not allow his
personal interest to prevail over the instruction of God. He yielded
to the highest authority and faithfully followed the directive of God
up to the very moment that the angel of God stopped him from
sacrificing Isaac.

Heavens roared in appreciation! Abraham did what no man has ever
done on earth and his deed also attracted the way Almighty God
has never dealt with mankind. No man has ever obeyed God so
promptly in such a difficult decision. God has never been so
honored among mankind. God was so impressed with the
faithfulness of Abraham. Heaven spoke to Abraham two times in
succession. This astounding faithfulness evoked the unlimited
blessing of God upon Abraham and his generation. The first voice
stopped him from sacrificing Isaac, and the second voice was an
oath sworn in the name of the Heavenly Father declaring His
faithfulness to the covenant He had with Abraham. “I swear by
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myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have
not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely bless you and
make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
the sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of
the cities of their enemies, and through your offspring all the
nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.”
(Genesis 22:16-18) The faithfulness of Abraham in this test
effectively testified that Abraham so much love the Lord that he
was willing to give his only beloved son to Lord as a burnt offering.
The same sacrificial love was the deep thought of God towards
humanity that became unfolded to man, so many years later, when
Jesus Christ, the best of Heaven came to this world to reveal the
love of God to humanity. Jesus Christ said, “For God so love the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

The word of God revealed in the book of Hebrew 6:16-17, “Men
swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms
what is say and puts an end to all argument. Because God wanted
to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs
of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.” There was no
other thing in Heaven that is greater than God and as result, He
swore an oath to confirm the covenant. In this remarkable event we
discover that the oath sworn in the name of God is different from
the covenant. The oath did not require any performance from
Abraham, it was an exclusive act of God that confirmed and assured
complete performance of the covenant even if Abraham and his
seed failed to honor the terms of the covenant.

And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died:
and the children of Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they
cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of thy bondage. And

God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with
-25-



Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the
children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. (Exodus 2:23-25)

In every developmental relationship of God with the Israelites God
always reveal His name to them. From Abraham up to his
generation in Goshen in the land of Egypt, the Lord was known to
them as Almighty God. When the Lord called Moses on Mount
Horeb, He revealed Himself to him as, | AM THAT | AM. Moses
took this name to the Israelites, they were convinced and believed
that the Lord had sent him, and they accepted his leadership. With
the name Almighty God, he went to the presence of Pharaoh, the
king of Egypt, to ask for the release of the Israelites. The king asked
Moses in disdain, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey his voice to
let the Israel go? | know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go.”
(Exodus 5:2) Instead the king increased the daily task of the
Israelites, and this angered the Israelites a lot. The Israelites
expressed their dissatisfaction of the hardship that Moses
leadership has brought them. After Pharaoh turned down the “let
my people go” request of Moses, he returned to the Lord to seek
His face. And God spoke to him,

“l am the Lord. And | appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto
Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH
was | not know to them. And | have also established my covenant
with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their
pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. And | have also heard the
groaning of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in
bondage; and | have remembered my covenant. Wherefore, say
unto the children of Israel, | am the Lord, and | will bring you our
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and | will rid you of out
of their bondage, | will redeem you with a stretched out arm and
with a great judgments. And | will take you to me for a people, and
| will be to you a God: and ye shall know that | am the Lord your
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God, which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians. And | will bring you in unto the land, concerning the
which | did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and
| will give it you for an heritage: | am the Lord.” (Exodus 6:2-8)

Moses was blessed with a rare revelation. The name “Almighty
God,” that the Lord revealed to his forefather from the forth
generation up to his own time was revealed to him. The “I AM
THAT I AM” and “JEHOVAH” were added. Each name was
revealed at a specific time for a specific purpose. It is like the
accumulated ammunition of power of God in His dealing with
mankind from the fourth generation ago up to that time was now
given unto Moses for what God was about doing among his people.
When the name JEHOVAH was revealed to Moses, in the spiritual
realm the deliverance of the Israelites was established. The defeat
of their enemies was recorded and their numerous victories in the
course of their forty-year journey in the wilderness, that was not
known to them at the moment was established and made available
for them in the spiritual realm thence forth. The revelation of the
name of Jehovah God unto Moses marked the beginning of the
deliverance of Israelites from their taskmaster in Egypt, where God
miraculously glorified Himself against the kingdom of Pharaoh.

The Bible revealed to us that, “The name of God is a strong tower,
the righteous run into it and they are saved.” There were instances
in the life of the seed of Abraham that the name of God was the
saving grace that rescued them from their enemies. The Philistines
arrayed in battle against the Israelites in the Valley of Elah. Goliath,
a 12.04 feet tall' giant, a proven and renowned warrior, came out as
a champion of the Philistines and challenged the Israelites in battle.
“And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto
them, Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? Am not | a
Philistine, and ye servants of Saul? Choose you a man for you, and
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let him come down to me. If he be able to fight with me, and to kill
me, then will we be your servants: but if | prevail against him, and
kill him, then shall ye be our servants, and serve us. And the
Philistine said, | defy the armies of Israel this day; give me a man,
that we may fight together.” (I Samuel 17:8-10) The camp of Israel
was silent, and no one could challenge the giant in his forty-day
continuous harassment. The Israelites at this time did not
understand their portion in the presence of God. They have
forgotten that they were covenant children of Almighty God.

In several instances in the past, God had proved Himself to the
Israelites - as a pillar of cloud that gave light to Israelites in the
darkness so that the evil hands of their enemies will not be able to
reach them. Inthe Red Sea He parted the sea for them to safety and
destroyed their enemy in the ocean. He made available Manna
from heaven to feed the chosen generation in the wilderness. God
made the spring of water to flow from the rock to quench the thirst
of the elect of in the desert. The wall of Jericho fell like a house of
cards in victory for the Israelites when they were praising the
Lord. But at this moment of the harassment of Goliath they all
forgot. 1 could visualize King Saul calling the meeting of his
generals to discuss how to confront the overwhelming harassment
of Goliath: whether to approach the matter diplomatically with the
Philistine or whether to give tribute to appease the giant. They have
forgotten the covenant relationship they have with Almighty God.

But David was different. Although being a village shepherd boy,
he might have not known the history of the mightiness of God in
Israel, but he remembered how God delivered him when the lions
and the bears attacked the flock in the shepherd field in
Bethlehem. He fought against the lion and the bear, and he
prevailed. He was able to deliver the lamb from the mouth of the
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lion. This was the basis of the faithfulness of David in God.
Brethren, let us examine our life brethren and think about the
goodness of God. There must be a basis upon which you can safely
trust Almighty God concerning those threatening mountains in your
lives that you wish it could be removed and shifted into the
sea. The little basis of faithfulness is the mustard seed size of
faithfulness that God required of you. This little basis of
faithfulness is the launching pad from which you have to leap to the
region of hope and victory in the day of your trouble. The Bible
says “without faith it is impossible to please God ...” (Hebrew
11:6) David, the village shepherd boy came out to please God with
his own mustard seed size of faith.

Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword,
and with a spear, and with a shield: but | come to thee in the name
of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou
hast defied. This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand;
and | will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and | will give
the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls
of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may
know that there is a God in Israel. And all this assembly shall know
that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the
LORD'S, and he will give you into our hands. | Samuel 17: 45-47

David, a little baby in the midst of the perplexed people of God
stepped into the valley of the shadow of death, yet he feared no evil.
“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”
(Psalm 23:4) David did not trust in the power of flesh nor depended
in his own ability, but he came out in the covenant name of God
and equipped himself with the weapon of word of God against the
Philistine giant and God gave him uncommon victory over the
giant.
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“What is in a name?”” happened to be the question of many people.
At different dispensation of the relationship of God with mankind,
the revealed name of God always unfolds the function of His love,
mercy, and care for mankind. It also revealed the great arm of
protection and salvation for those who know Him. About 700 years
before Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, the prophecy of Prophet
Isaiah revealed the name of our Messiah. “For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) The entire life
and mission of mercy of Jesus Christ reflect the prophetic names
revealed in the book of Isaiah. As if the names that our Lord Jesus
was known in each of the books of Bible were not enough, He still
revealed His covenant name to his disciples.

Jesus was alone with the disciples at the coast of Caesarea Philippi.
One of the most powerful missions of Jesus was about to be
established. In the spiritual realm, the principle of salvation was
about to be established with mankind. The foundation of
deliverance was about to be laid. The seal of heaven was about to
be established on earth, but all these required a code, and a man
must break the code before these can take place.

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked
his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that | the Son of man am?
And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some,
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto
them, But whom say ye that | am? And Simon Peter answered and
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus
answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father, which
is in heaven. And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon
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this rock | will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. And | will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. Then charged he his disciples that they should
tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. Matthew 16:13-20

Jesus started by asking the disciples leading questions, "Whom do
men say | the Son of man am?" The disciples responded that some
the people were of the opinion that you are the John the Baptist,
some Elijah, or one of the prophets. Jesus turned to them and asked,
"But what about you, who do you say | am?" Simon Peter answered,
"You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God." That was the
covenant code. Simon Peter, one of the beloved disciples broke the
code. Brethren, please reflect upon the response of Jesus Christ and
you will understand this passage better. Jesus replied, "Blessed art
thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father which is in Heaven. In other words, this
covenant mystery was not known to anybody on earth, the name
was only known to God the Father who revealed it to Peter. When
Peter made this great confession of the divinity of Jesus Christ, Our
Lord Savior began to make prophetic declarations on the revelation.
Let us take the declaration one by one.

e Upon this rock (this solid foundation of truth and powerful
revelation) | will build my church and the gates of hell shall
not prevail against it—a principle of salvation was
established. That is why the Bible says, whoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. That is why
confession of faith became an instrument of identification
with Jesus Christ in order to be rescued from the clutches of
Satan.
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| will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven—
which of course, is the gospel of Jesus Christ that opened
the kingdom of God to about 3000 people on the day of
Pentecost. It was the first sermon ever preached by Peter,
the appointed leader of the Church of Jesus Christ.

Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven—a principle of deliverance was established by this
prophesy—because, "At the name of Jesus every knee
should bow of the things in Heaven and things in earth and
things under the earth and that every tongues should
confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord to the glory of God the
Father." (Philippians 2:10-11) The unseeing enemies that
attack the saints must bow at the mentioning of the name of
Jesus Christ. Problems, sickness, our concerns, and
anxieties must bow. Whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven—this is a spiritual weapon of
deliverance from the encumbrances of enemies, and it is
also includes releasing the divine blessing of God upon our
lives and needs when we pray in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The last part of the prophetic statement of Jesus Christ concerning
His revealed name is the divine seal that Heaven recognizes. The
seal in the name of Jesus Christ is established on earth for both
defensive and offensive, and it is linked to the Throne of Grace
before Almighty God so that our prayers will be honored. It means
that we have to sentence the evil spirits on earth before the Heavens
execute their judgments when we bind them and cast them into the
bottomless pit, they will remain bound in heaven. Throughout the
patriarch age and the activities of the prophets in the Old Testament,
there was nothing like casting out demons. The demonic activities
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were going on then, but the spiritual antidote had not been revealed
to humanity. It was during the ministry of Jesus Christ on earth and
after the revelation of the covenant name that this solution became
activated in the activities of the disciples. The authority has been
given to man to execute exploit in the name. That is why Jesus
Christ commanded us to ask for whatever we want in His name with
assurance that we shall not be turned down. “If ye ask anything in
my name, I will do it.”’ (John 14:14) The name of Jesus Christ is a
revealed covenant between our Lord and the believers.
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COMMITMENT TO THE COVENANT

Before the renewal of the covenant that established the seed of
Abraham in the covenant, God placed a high demand upon the
lifestyle of Abraham. God told him, “Walk before me and be
perfect.” 1tis the belief of man that perfection is not possible among
humanity. Although the standard of perfection here is very difficult
to determine because God’s perceptions is different from that of
man but God who knew him more than anybody demanded
perfection from Abraham. In considering this statement critically
we may be tempted to wonder why God demanded perfection from
Abraham who was known as the father of faith. In the spiritual hall
of fame in the book of Hebrew chapter 11, Abraham was among
the faithful elect profoundly mentioned in the book for the glory of
God. We all know the story of his righteousness, how he walked
faithfully with God by leaving is home in Ur of Chaldes to follow
the fingers of God to where God was going to sojourn him. He
entertained the strangers under the tree of Mamre not knowing he
was entertaining the heavenly guests. He did not know this until,
out of humility, he was seeing them off on their ways towards
Sodom and Gomorrah before God revealed himself to Abraham.
An example of trustworthy man on earth, at the age of hundred
years he still trusted God that he will fulfill what He had spoken
concerning His covenant with Abraham. A man filled with the fear
of God that was daily following the footsteps and precepts of the
Lord, he was asked of God to sacrifice Isaac, his son, in sacrifice to
God, yet he did not withhold his only son. | asked myself several
times. “Why must God make this statement to Abraham? Was there
any sin in the life of Abraham that brought about this statement?”
There was no known sin mentioned. And yet God demanded of
Abraham to walk before Him and be perfect. This is a real food for
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thought. It seemed that God was telling Abraham in the statement,
“You do not know the magnitude of what it was to be in a covenant
with the Creator of the universe.” In other word, God was telling
Him, “Do not toy with this honorable covenant relationship.” This
is a challenge to every one of us and to provide us an understanding
that our relationship with our Savior should not be anything short
of excellence.

We may be tempted to ask ourselves another question; “Was there
any perfect man on earth?”” Affirmative! There were men who had
walk uprightly in the presence of God perfectly before and after
Abraham. Enoch walked with God he did not see death. Noah
walked with God; he followed His laws and precept obediently and
he was given the grace to build the boat of salvation, the Ark,
according to the divine specification of God to save the remnant of
earth. “Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him,
so did he.” (Genesis 6:22) He saw the end of the generation of the
wicked and he was the nucleus of the generation of the inhabitant
of the world today. Moses walked with God, he forgone the pomp
and pageantry of the palace of Pharaoh in order to identify with the
people of God who were in bondage in Egypt in the land of Goshen.
The Bible described him as the meekest man on earth in his
generation. If Elijah did not measure up in perfectness, he would
not have been taken to heaven with the chariot of fire. “... there
appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both
asunder, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.” (2 Kings
2:11) If holiness, righteousness, and perfection, is not attainable, as
some perceived it to be, God will not require it from Abraham.

Everyone likes it when we are told that we look much like our father
in outlook and character, especially when the father is good person.
God is a covenant keeper. God will never make a covenant that He
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will not keep. This was the expectation our Lord God sought from
Abraham. | Samuel 18:3; | Samuel 20:12-17; Il Samuel 9:3-13 The
covenant between David and Jonathan took its root from the love
between them. The Bible reported, “Jonathan loved David as his
own soul.” This love made Jonathan strip himself of his princely
garment and armor and gave them to David. At that very moment,
it was as if he relinquished the very crown of Israel unto David.
This covenant was clearly stated, “But show me unfailing kindness
like that of the Lord as long as I live, so that I may not be killed,
and do not ever cut off your kindness from my family — not even
when the Lord has cut off every one of David’s enemies from the
face of the earth.” (I Samuel 20:14-15) Both of them affirmed the
covenant by swearing an oath and it became binding on them from
then on. We always cherish the bond of love between Jonathan and
David and talk of it as a standard of what love should be, but we
hardly mention the excellent way they kept the covenant that their
love birthed into existence.

David did not forget his covenant. He mirrored the covenant
keeping God during his reign in Israel. He did not capitalize on the
enmity between him and the household of King Saul and dishonor
the covenant he made with Jonathan, the son of Saul. When
Jonathan died the covenant between David and Jonathan did not
die. He did not hide behind the death of his beloved friend Jonathan
and dishonor his covenant. One important characteristics of a
covenant that we must know by heart is that covenant cries out
aloud in the hearts of the parties involved like a mighty sonorous
jingle bell reminding them: “Do not forget your obligations!” “Do
not forget your obligations!!”

Mephibosheth was the only surviving son of Jonathan when David
became king in Israel. He was five years old when the news came
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that King Saul and Jonathan, his son, had fallen in a battle. The
household of Saul panicked and deserted. The nurse tried to flee
with Mephibosheth and hide him in order to protect and preserve
the royal lineage, but the little child fell and became crippled as
they were fleeing. The crippled prince was silenced by fate and has
since then been living in the ghetto of Lo Debar. Jonathan was dead
but the covenant between him and David was crying aloud. King
David did not forget. At the appointed time the anointed king said,
“Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the
kindness of God unto him?” And Ziba the nurse of Mephibosheth
said unto the king, “Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his
feet.” David did not cash in on the helplessness of Mephibosheth,
the son of Jonathan who was crippled on his feet and defrauded him
of the obligations of the covenant. King David commanded that
Mephibosheth should be brought before him. One can imagine how
fear must have paralyzed the mind of Mephibosheth when the
message of the king got to him. When he came to the King,
Mephibosheth asked, “What is your servant, that you should notice
a dead dog like me?”” The king said unto him, “Fear not: for I will
surely shew thee kindness for Jonathan thy father’s sake, and will
restore thee all the land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread
at my table continually.” And he did. What the fate of disability
denied Mephibosheth, covenant restored it. What the wickedness
of the household of Saul robbed Mephibosheth, the covenant of
kindness between Jonathan and David restored it and from that day
he ate at the royal table before King David.

It goes beyond this. The same covenant overrode judgment and set
Mephibosheth free from the judgment of the sin of the household
of Saul. The case of the Gibeonites was quite interesting. They
made a misrepresented treaty of peace with the Israelites and the
elders of Israelites swore an oath in the name of God unto the
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Gibeonites thereby made the covenant valid, and they were allowed
to dwell among the Israelites. During the reign of Saul, he ordered
them to be killed in an evil zeal. Then the judgment of God became
executed upon the nation. For three consecutive years, there was
famine when David became king in Israel. David inquired of the
Lord, and the Lord answered, “It is for Saul, and for his bloody
house because he slew the Gibeonites.” David asked the Gibeonites
for atonement and they demanded for seven sons from the
household of Saul be delivered unto them. David delivered the
seven sons of Saul to the Gibeonites in judgment, but he spared
Mephibosheth the only son of his friend Jonathan because of
covenant. “But the king spared Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan
the son of Saul, because of the Lord’s oath that was between them,
between David and Jonathan the son of Saul.” (Il Samuel 21:7)

Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, “that if the Lord can give him
victory over the children of Ammon, whatever come forth out of the
door of his house when he returned from war will be offered to God
as burnt offering.” Even though the vow cost him his only child,
painfully he honored his vow unto the Lord. (Judges 11:30-31; 34-
39) It was not the painful cost of the covenant that we cherish so
much; rather, it was the commitment and honor that was attached
to the fulfillment. 1 want you to know today, when two agreed over
anything, there is a witness. And their agreement is birthed into
existence from then on. As God is watching over us the same way
He watches over our covenants because He is a covenant keeper.
And God kept vigil of the covenant. The people of the world would
say, “Promise is a debt.” You may sidetrack the payment of a debt
by going into liquidation. But covenant cannot be sidetracked
without sinning. An unfulfilled covenant is like a child abandoned
by the biological parent. The fulfillment of your agreement and vow
is an honor unto God.
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Three times Jesus asked Peter whether he loved Him, three times
He charged him to feed his lambs. He was reminding him of the
obligation of his calling. The same challenge has come to you this
day when our Lord Jesus Christ said, “If you love me you will do
my will.” The will of God is that man may have heaven on earth in
terms of righteousness, in terms of peace with each other, in terms
of faithfulness and in terms of honoring our obligations in loving-
kindness and trusting each other. In the same vein his will is that
we may love him whole-heartedly and reverence Him faithfully in
worship.

Perhaps you do not know before, you need to realize that the
covenant of righteousness, loyalty and honesty you made with your
spouse is in memory in the presence of Almighty God. God is
watching the unforced resolution you made before the Him at the
beginning of every year. Are you relating to Jesus loyally and in all
honesty as you promised when you first met him at the Cross? Do
not allow the worldliness to cloud the vision of your covenant. Do
not frustrate the agreement you made with your business partner.
Honor every detail of the term of that obligation according to your
words. Your lifestyle should mirror the godliness you have chosen.
Examine yourself in the mirror of God, beloved! Imagine how
honored God will be if somebody tells you that you a covenant
keeper like your Father in Heaven?
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THE SYMBOLISM OF ARK
OF GOD IN THE COVENANT

The Ark of Covenant depicted the physical manifestation of the
love of God among His people. It was the revelation of His loving
kindness since the beginning of His relationship with Abraham and
also the secret of abundance of His glorious presence that will be
unfolded among His people as long as they continue in
righteousness with God. Ark of God is not an idea of man. It is the
wisdom of God manifesting in physical. It came into existence
through the commandment of God. “Then, have them make a
sanctuary for me, and | will dwell among them. Make this
tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern | will show
you.” (Exodus 25:8-9) Although the Ark of the Covenant is a God-
breathed monument, it is not one of the creations of God. God made
His people to design and construct it according to His
specifications. Another name for Ark of Covenant is Ark of
Testimony. We shall discuss this later.

The Ark of Covenant is different from the Ark of Noah. The Ark of
Noah was also God-breathed project of salvation to filter the good
people from the wicked and to salvage and preserve them for His
glory. The wicked generation of Noah was completely destroyed in
the forty day and night rain that covered the whole earth but the
boat of salvation, the Ark of Noah, floated on the water and its
occupants were delivered. The salvaged family of Noah became the
inhabitants of the world till this day. Please note that ‘salvation’ is
a derivative word from the word ‘salvage.’

And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a half shall

be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a

cubit and a half the height thereof. And thou shalt overlay it with pure
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gold, within and without shalt thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a
crown of gold round about. And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for
it, and put them in the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in
the one side of it, and two rings in the other side of it. And thou shalt
make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou
shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides of the ark, that the ark
may be borne with them. The staves shall be in the rings of the ark:
they shall not be taken from it. And thou shalt put into the ark the
testimony which | shall give thee. And thou shalt make a mercy seat of
pure gold: two cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit
and a half the breadth thereof. And thou shalt make two cherubims of
gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends of the
mercy seat. And make one cherub on the one end, and the other cherub
on the other end: even of the mercy seat shall ye make the cherubims
on the two ends thereof. And the cherubims shall stretch forth their
wings on high, covering the mercy seat with their wings, and their
faces shall look one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces
of the cherubims be. And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the
ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that | shall give thee.
And there | will meet with thee, and | will commune with thee from
above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon
the ark of the testimony, of all things which | will give thee in
commandment unto the children of Israel. Exodus 25:10-22

Ark of the Covenant is one of the holy items that God commanded
His children to place in the tabernacle. Among other items in the
tabernacle of God is Ark of the Covenant, (Exodus 25:10-22) the
Table for the bread of the Presence, (Exodus 25:23-30) the Lamp-
stand, (Exodus 25:31-37) the Altar of Burnt Offering, (Exodus
27:1-8) the Altar of Incense (Exodus 30:1-10) as well as the Priestly
Garment for the anointed priest serving the table of the Lord in the
temple. Part of the priestly garment is the Ephod and the
Breastpiece. (Exodus 28:6-30) Other materials for the tabernacle of
God are basins for washing, anointing oil, incense and atonement
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money. (Exodus 30:11-38) The items and the materials in the
tabernacle may be holy but if the priests serving at the table of the
Lord are not holy, everything done in the temple would amount to
nothing. The holy items are to be used in the holy temple of God by
holy people to minister in holiness to Holy God in the Holy of
Holies. For this reason, Chapter 29 of the book of Exodus was
devoted to the detailed instruction about the consecration in
holiness of the priests. Holiness is the standard and state of mind
we can seek the face of God and find Him. It is a revelation of His
love for mankind.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, See, | have called by
name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah:
And | have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in
understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of
workmanship, To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in
silver, and in brass, And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in
carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship. And |,
behold, | have given with him Aholiab, the son of Ahisamach, of the
tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wise hearted | have put
wisdom, that they may make all that | have commanded thee; The
tabernacle of the congregation, and the ark of the testimony, and
the mercy seat that is thereupon, and all the furniture of the
tabernacle, And the table and his furniture, and the pure
candlestick with all his furniture, and the altar of incense, And the
altar of burnt offering with all his furniture, and the laver and his
foot, And the cloths of service, and the holy garments for Aaron the
priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's
office, And the anointing oil, and sweet incense for the holy place:
according to all that | have commanded thee shall they do. Exodus
31:1-11

It is one thing to receive an instruction from God to do the work of
God, but it is another thing to be able to interpret the instruction
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according to the specifications of God. It takes someone that is
filled with the anointing of Holy Spirit to understand the instruction
of God from the same point of view of Almighty God. For this
purpose, God anointed Bezalel and Oholiab with power of Holy
Spirit to possess the skill of craftsman to be able to construct all the
holy items and utensils in the tabernacle of God. Anointing of God
is not only for preaching the word of God. It is not only for teaching
and praying but also for excelling in our calling for the glory of
God. Bezalel and Oholiab were not priest in Israel but the revelation
that Moses received on Mount Sinai that spanned from chapters 25
to 30 in the book of Exodus were fulfilled on them. They were not
called to minister in the Holy of Holies, but they were anointed to
design all the holy items in the temple. One important principle that
we must remember about anointing is that it empowers you with
specific divine ability to overcome an uphill task that you would
not have overcome with your knowledge, intellectual abilities and
physical power for the glory of God.

The dimension of the Ark is two and a half cubits long, a cubit and
a half wide and a cubit and a half high. (3 % x 2 ¥4 x 2 ¥4) cubic feet.
Four gold rings are to be made that will be fastened to the four
corners of the bottom of the Ark in such a way that two poles of
acacia wood that is covered with gold can be inserted into the gold
rings at the corners of the chest to carry the Ark. On top of the Ark
is the atonement cover made of pure gold two and a half cubits long
and a cubit and a half wide. Atonement cover is also known as the
mercy seat. Two Cherubims made of gold on each end of the mercy
seat with their wings stretched forth on high covering the mercy
seat, and their face looked unto each other toward the mercy seat.

Inside the Ark of the Covenant was a golden jar of manna as God
commanded. ‘And Moses said unto Aaron, “Take a pot, and put an
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omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the Lord, to be kept
for your generation. As the Lord commanded, Moses, so Aaron laid
it up before the Testimony to be kept.”’ (Exodus 16:33-34) Also in
the Ark was The Ten Commandments which were written upon the
tablets of stone that was given to Moses on Mount Sinai. “Inside
the Ark was a gold jar containing some manna, Aaron's staff that
sprouted leaves and the stone tablets of the covenant with the Ten
Commandments written on them.” (Hebrew 9:4) God commanded
that the rod of Aaron that sprouted leaves, that affirmed his
priesthood in Israel, in the presence of rebels should be kept as a
token before the testimony. “And the Lord said unto Moses, “Bring
Aaron’s rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a token
against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings
from me, that they die not.” (Numbers 17:10) Everybody wants to
know the details of the precious things that are in the Ark of
Covenant. Everyone desires to understand what the ark represented
as well as the content.

The Ark of the Covenant is an object of faith. It is the monumental
of God great deed among his people Israel. God wanted these great
deeds to be in remembrance among His people to be a launching
pad of their faith. That is why the ark is called Ark of Testimony. It
is interpreted thus: My physical presence was with you and has
been revealed to you as a pillar of cloud through out your journey
in the wilderness, and the token of my presence still remain with
you in the Holy of Holies in remembrance to the future generation.
The Manna is interpreted thus: 1 am Jehovah Jireh, | faithfully
provided manna for you from my divine reserve during your forty
years journey in the wilderness, when you could not sow nor reap,
| am the source of your provision, and I will supply your needs. The
rod of Aaron that sprouted leaves is interpreted thus: 1 am a
righteous judge; I uphold righteous judgment among my people to
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vindicate my servant and the rod served as a token of righteous
judgment that I will uphold forever among my people. The tablet
of stone is interpreted thus: With my fingers | wrote my law on the
stone upon Mount Sinai to guide you in righteousness. The law is
my rod of judgment. I shall judge the wicked and the sinful nation
in my law. My statutes must you keep throughout eternity. The two
Cherubim with span of stretched wings covering the mercy seat
symbolized divine protection upon his people as the eagles
hovering around its young ones the same way, |, Almighty God,
protected you and deliver you from your enemies. The mercy seat
or the atonement covering upon which atonement of sin-offering is
made is interpreted thus: | understand your weakness; In my mercy
I have been looking at you through the blood of atonement from
ages because my mercy endures forever; | will not judge you from
my law if you repent of your wicked ways and continue to seek my
face.

We often wonder why the Israelites did not preserve and protect the
precious monument till this day. Even if the physical ark of
covenant is still with Israel till today, the message of its
representation should still be the same. Every true child of God is
expected to possess the ark of covenant in our heart because we are
the temple of Holy God. I am not speaking of the holy monument
of the Israel of old. | am talking of covenanted testimony that had
been established in the depth of our sub-conscious mind that the
physical presence of God dwells with us in our journey on earth;
that He is the source of our provision. His fear is established in our
heart because He is a righteous judge; His law continue to echo in
our heart to guide us in righteousness; that we may continue to trust
in His arm of defense and protection and continue to belief through
eternity that His mercy endures forever. The truth is that, if we do
not believe that we have covenant with God, we will not be able to
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testify to the existence of the covenant and it means we cannot
claim any right in the covenant that do not partake in. This was the
picture that God was trying to paint in the heart of His people by
asking them to construct the ark of covenant. But instead, the
Israelites considered the ark as idol god that gave them victory over
their enemies.

There are other facts we need to know about the Ark of Covenant,
the Ark does not contradict the law of God that states, “You must
not set up an image as an object of worship.” The Ark of the
Covenant is to be placed in the Holy of Holies in the inner temple
of God. Although it bears the presence of God, it is not an object of
worship. When the Israelites gathered in the temple to worship
God, the glory of God would come down in the Holy of Holies
among His people. “Now when Solomon had made an end of
praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt
offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the
house. And the priests could not enter into the house of the LORD,
because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD'S house. And
when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the
glory of the LORD upon the house, they bowed themselves with
their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and worshipped, and
praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth
forever.” (2 Chronicles 7:1-4) God meet with His people where the
Ark of Testimony is placed in the Holy of Holies when His presence
filled the temple. It was not the ark the people worship but they
worship God Almighty whose glory filled the temple. Far from the
narrow thought of man, the Creator of the whole universe is so big
beyond any measuring size, beyond imaginable power, beyond any
conceivable imagination. He did not make a microchip of Himself,
and he cannot be locked up in a golden rectangular box.
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The Ark of Covenant was not a lucky charm. At a certain time, the
Israelites experienced defeat in the hand of the enemies at a battle
front. “When the soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel
asked, “Why did the Lord bring defeat upon us today before the
Philistine? Let us bring the ark of the Lord’s covenant from Shiloh,
so that it may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies.”
(I Samuel 4:3) The people did not seek the face of God, they did
not attempt to pray for the Lord’s help because they thought it was
the Ark of Covenant that give them victories over their enemies.
They brought the Ark of the Covenant to the battle front as magic
wand, and again, Israelites suffered another devastating defeat, and
in addition, the Ark of Covenant was captured by the Philistines.

Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it from
Ebenezer to Ashdod. When the Philistines took the ark of God, they
brought it into the temple of Dagon and set it by Dagon. And when
the people of Ashdod arose early in the morning, there was Dagon,
fallen on its face to the earth before the ark of the Lord. So they
took Dagon and set it in its place again. And when they arose early
the next morning, there was Dagon, fallen on its face to the ground
before the ark of the Lord. The head of Dagon and both the palms
of its hands were broken off on the threshold; only Dagon's torso
was left of it. Therefore neither the priests of Dagon nor any who
come into Dagon's house tread on the threshold of Dagon in
Ashdod to this day. But the hand of the Lord was heavy on the
people of Ashdod, and He ravaged them and struck them with
tumors, both Ashdod and its territory. And when the men of
Ashdod saw how it was, they said, "The ark of the God of Israel
must not remain with us, for His hand is harsh toward us and
Dagon our god." Therefore they sent and gathered to themselves
all the lords of the Philistines, and said, "What shall we do with the
ark of the God of Israel?" And they answered, "Let the ark of the
God of Israel be carried away to Gath." So they carried the ark of
the God of Israel away. So it was, after they had carried it away, that
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the hand of the Lord was against the city with a very great
destruction; and He struck the men of the city, both small and
great, and tumors broke out on them. Therefore they sent the ark
of God to Ekron. So it was, as the ark of God came to Ekron that
the Ekronites cried out saying, "They have brought the ark of the
God of Israel to us, to kill us and our people!" So they sent and
gathered together all the lords of the Philistines, and said, "Send
away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it go back to its own place,
so that it does not kill us and our people.” For there was a deadly
destruction throughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy
there. And the men who did not die were stricken with the tumors,
and the cry of the city went up to heaven. | Samuel 5:1-12

The Philistines captured the Ark of God in a battle. They rejoiced
about it because they thought they had captured the god of Israelites
that gave them victory over their enemies. They placed the Ark of
Covenant in the shrine of their god and coexisted the holy
monument with their idol god of Dagon. The Philistines did not
know God; neither did they know what the Ark of God, the
presence of God represented. The altar of God and the altar of
darkness do not rub shoulders. They do not have anything in
common. After all, light and darkness cannot co-exist. "'To whom
will you compare me or count me equal? To whom will you liken
me that we may be compared?” Isaiah 46:5 The judgment of God
began upon their idol god. The following morning when the priests
of Dagon got to the shrine, Dagon had fallen face down, which
means that the god of the Philistines bowed before God of Israel to
worship Him. The priest placed the idol god on its position. As if
this was not enough, the following day when the priests came back
to the temple of Dagon, they met it broken into pieces. The priests
ran away and never came back.
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The ignorance of the Philistines was not spared. The hands of God
came down heavily upon the people of Ashdod, the city of the
Philistines, and they were heavily devastated and afflicted with
tumors. This was the first place | learnt of the dreadful disease of
tumor or cancer in the Bible. There was a great panic in Ashdod as
the city was stricken with terror. "The ark of God of Israel must not
stay here with us, because his hand is heavy upon us and upon
Dagon our god,"” they said. The Ark of God was taken to Ekron.
The same terror and panicking were the portion of the people of
Ekron. They protested and said, "Send the Ark of God of Israel
away; let it go back to its own place, or it will kill us and our
people.”

The important lesson that the scripture was teaching us here is not
only about the Ark of God in a strange land alone, but also the
coexistence of holiness with abomination. By virtue of your
accepting Jesus Christ as your Savior and by the redemptive power
of His blood in your life, your body became the sanctuary of the
Living God. The abominable items and articles belongs to the
sanctuary of Satan so also are the abominable practices that are the
order of the day in our own time. The two do not match and are not
compatible at all. God will not overlook your sneaky wickedness if
you stand in the pulpit to preach the sermon to the righteous and go
out again to participate in the abomination of idolatry. God will not
wink at your wickedness if you bring small god to the congregation
of righteous to deceive them, and make them to believe that the
demonstration of your evil power is a miracle from God. God will
surely exercise His righteous judgment against you if after you use
your mouth to sing praises to God and later use the same mouth to
invoke incantation on idol god. The combination of good and evil
on your body and in your heart would bring forth a hybrid of
destruction and corruption upon your person and eventually destroy
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your life. It would certainly trigger off the devastating judgment of
God. The hand of God is a comforting hand to all who know Him
and keep His commandments. It is also a consuming fire and terror
to those who do not know Him and to those who possessed the
knowledge of God but deliberately violated His commandments.

God assigned the caring and maintenance of the holy things in the
temple to the Kohathites, a branch of the tribe Levites. (Numbers
4:1-20) Explicitly, God commanded them that they should not just
go in into the temple to look at the holy this, even for a moment
otherwise they will die. “But the Kohathites must not go in to look
at the holy things, even for a moment, or they will die.” (Number
4:20) When the Philistines sent the Ark of the Covenant in a cart,
upon two cows to Israel in Beth-Shemesh, the people rejoiced and
offered burnt offering unto the Lord. But the people of Beth-
Shemesh looked into the Ark of the Lord. God struck fifty thousand
and seventy people because they looked into the ark. (I Samuel
6:19) After that, the Ark of the Covenant was in Abinadab’s house
for twenty years and Eleazar his son was consecrated to guard the
Ark.

In another instance, King David conferred with the elders of Israel
(about thirty thousand in all) and proposed to bring the Ark of the
Covenant to Jerusalem. An agreement was reached, and
arrangement made to bring the Ark. (11 Samuel 6:1-6; I Chronicle
13:1-14) The Ark was set on a new cart, and Uzzah and Ahio, the
sons of Abinadab, were guiding the cart driven by oxen and the
whole household of Israelites was celebrating before the Lord with
song and music instruments. At the threshing floor of Nacon, the
oxen stumbled. Perhaps the Ark was about to fall, so Uzzah
reached out and took hold of the Ark. Immediately; the judgment
of God came upon Uzzah. He was struck down and died beside the
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Ark. The Ark of the Covenant must not be touched, only the
anointed priest, Aaron, and his children can touch the holy things.
“. .. Kohathities are come to do the carrying. But they must not
touch the holy things or they will die. . .” (Numbers 4:15) Uzzah
had good intentions but not according to the knowledge of the word
and commandment of God. The nation of Israel at this point in time
was like backslider that was experiencing a strong urge in his sub-
conscious mind to return God to His rightful position in his heart.
This of course was a brilliant turn around and a welcome idea, but
it must include going back to basics, reading the word of God for

understanding His laws and following all His precepts.

King David had good intentions, but he did not follow the directive
of God on how to transport the Ark of Covenant using the sittim
wood inserted in the gold ring at the four corners of the bottom of
the Ark and invited the Kohathities to bring the Ark to lIsrael
according to the commandment of God. Instead, he followed the
Philistine’s method of transporting the Ark. God judged the error
of the Israel that relied on the ideas of the heathen in the way they
handled the holy monument. David was afraid to bring the Ark to
Jerusalem. The fear of the king explained the limitation of human
beings. Uzzah and Ahio were sons of Abinadab and were not naive
about handling of the Ark of God. For twenty years the Ark was in
the house of Abinadab their father, but when one of his sons
touched the Ark, he was struck dead.

King David thought of the terror that struck the people of Akron
and Ashdod for placing the Ark in the temple of Dagon and the
50,070 that were struck dead when they looked into the Ark in
Beth-Shemesh were all scary. He directed that the ark be taken to
the house of Obed-Edom in the outskirts of Jerusalem. Within the
three months of the Ark in Obed-Edom house, God blessed his
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entire household. In no doubt Obed-Edom must have kept the law
of God as regards its maintenance. Instead of becoming an
ensnaring object, it became a source of blessing to his household.
The report came back to David about how God blessed the house
of Obed-Edom. On the confidence of the good report, King David
now brought the Ark to the City of David, Jerusalem.

At the passage of time, God gave King Solomon, the son of King
David, the grace to build the temple of God in Israel. Before the
dedication of the temple, King Solomon conferred with all the
elders of Israel like his father and proposed that the Ark of the
Covenant be brought to the new Temple. (Il Chronicle 5:7-14)
Appropriate preparations were made and the priests consecrated
themselves. All the Levite musicians arrayed themselves in fine
linen and assorted musical instruments. They were praising and
singing thus: “The Lord is good; his mercy endures for ever.” It was
awesome. The glory of God filled the temple, so much that the
priest could not perform their service. When the Lord is worshipped
in truth and in spirit, God will show up and inhabits the praises of
His people.
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COVENANT AND JUDGEMENT

At every stage in the lineage of Abraham since the covenant, God
always raise an important man among his seed to bear the mantle
of the covenant. After the death of Isaac, the mantle of the
everlasting covenant and all the rights therein fell on Jacob. It did
not come easy like that. In fact, he hijacked it through deceit. The
story of Jacob the “Surplanter” who by deceit and with the help of
his mother, Rebecca, obtained the blessing of his twin brother,
Esau, the first born of Isaac, is still fresh in our mind. However,
regardless of the way Jacob wrongly obtained the blessing, the
blessing and covenant was binding on Jacob. There is one important
thing you should know. If a covenant is made with anybody who is
under the covenant of God, if the covenant or agreement is falsely
entered into or misrepresented, the person at fault will become slave
or be in bondage under the covenant.

Jacob, a smart and shrewd business-like individual thought he had
got away with everything. Perhaps like many of us today, who did
not really know what it is to have a relationship with Jesus Christ,
who knows whether Jacob took the issue lightly and acted with the
minimum youthful understanding, not really know what it was to
be committed under the covenant of God.

The generational covenant was binding on Jacob whether he
understood what it was or not, but he became a slave under it
because the blessing he received was a product of his
misrepresentation he made with his father Isaac. Jacob came to
Laban when he ran from Esau. Laban made a covenant with Jacob
concerning his wages for working for him. Ten times Laban short-
changed and reduced the value of Jacob remuneration. He made a
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covenant with Laban for the hand of Rachel in marriage, Laban
defrauded Jacob, he gave him Leah instead, thereby made him to
work another seven years for the hand of Rachel in marriage.

Laban did not get away either because he had entered into a
covenant of deceit with Jacob on whose mantle of the covenant of
Abraham had fallen upon. He was deceived at last when God told
Jacob to go to Canaan. He tasted the fruit of his deceit, he felt bad.
He was in a hot pursuit against Jacob, but in the process, God
Himself intervened. Instead, Laban was made to enter a covenant
of Peace with Jacob.

This leads us to the story of covenant of Peace between Gebionites
and the Israelites. Emissaries from Gebionites came to Joshua and
requested for a peace covenant with Israelites. Joshua, in good faith,
unknowingly relied on the misrepresentation of the Gebionites, that
they were from a far distance came all the way to make a covenant
of peace with Israelites. Coming from a far distance and the
samples of victuals and torn dresses was the substantial factor that
induced Joshua to enter into the covenant of peace with Gebionites.
In our own time, misrepresentation must be a substantial factor that
can induce a person to enter into contract under the rule of
‘justifiable reliance.” If there are means whereby the accuracy of
the statement can be verified, and it is reasonable to do so,
justifiable reliance requires such verification. Joshua asked the
Israelites to verify the Gebionites’ claims by sampling their
victuals, their sandals, bread, and dresses. Molds have grown upon
their food due to lengthy days it had been prepared, their sandals
had worn out and torn due to long distance they had walked with
them, and their dresses had been torn and dirty due to so many days
they had been wearing them. With all these make-believe schemes
of the Gebionites, the Israelites convincingly relied on and believed
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that the Gebionites were truly from far distance before they entered
into the covenant. Joshua and his men took them for their words
without seeking the face of God in the matter. Joshua and the elders
in Israel entered into the covenant of Peace with Gebionites by
swearing an oath in the name of God. Again, in the law of contract,
if there is a material misrepresentation discovered after the contract
had been executed, either party privy to the contract can rescind it.
The Israelites have enough ground to void the covenant because of
the material misrepresentation of the Gebionites. This is not so in
a covenant involving the children of God. They could not void the
covenant because they have sworn an oath in the name of the Lord
of Israel. The Israelites grumbled, and murmured, but the covenant
of peace was binding on them because of the name of God on it.
But the Gebionites became a slave under the covenant.

... but all the leaders answered, “We have give them our oath by the
Lord, the God of Israel, and we cannot touch them now. This is what
we will do to them: We will let them live, so that wrath will not fall on
us for breaking the oath we swore to them.” ... “Let them live, but
let them be woodcutters and water carriers for the entire
community.” So the leaders’ promise to them was kept. Then Joshua
summoned the Gebeonites and said, “Why did you deceive us by
saying, ‘We live a long way from you,’” while actually you live near
us? You are now under a curse: You will never cease to serve as
woodcutters and water carriers for the house of my God. Joshua
9:19-23

In the book of Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” The thought of
Almighty God is different from ours in that God ratified the
covenant of peace between Israelites and the Gibeonites. When the
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five kings Amorites—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth,
Lachish and Eglon—joined forces and rose against the Gibeonites
in battle because they had treaty of peace with Israelites. The
Gibeonites sent emissary to the Israelites based on the covenant and
asked them to come quickly to their aids. Joshua now sought the
face of God, and God told him that they should go and honor the
treaty because He had delivered the kingdoms into the hands of
Israelites. God rained hails from heaven to destroy the enemies of
Gibeonites in battle as evidence of His ratification of the treaty of
peace between lIsraelites and the Gibeonites. Do you know that it
was in this battle, which was not originally the battle of Israelites,
Joshua spoke to the sun to “stand still over Gibeon and the moon
over the valley of Ajallon.” The Bible recorded that the two
heavenly bodies stood still according to the word of Joshua and that
there had never been a day like it in the life of man that God
harkened unto man. The sun and moon stood still until the Israelites
defeated their enemies.

The covenant of marriage was binding between Jacob and Leah
even though he was deceived to enter into it. When he failed to live
in love up to his expected obligation under his covenant marriage
with Leah his wife, his second wife, Rachel, the woman he really
loved became barren. Anyone who can claim under the promise of
God that says, “I will be with you” is under the covenant of God.
Whatever agreement you enter into, even with unbeliever, is
binding against you. You are to honor your obligations under the
agreement in honor to God your Lord. Unless the other party
decides to frustrate the covenant, it is then and only then, the child
of God will be released under the covenant.

Today the sin of adultery and fornication are being viewed as
normal things in our society. Have you ever wondered why God
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established a commandment against these immoralities? Since the
appearance of HIV-AIDS and other sexual related diseases, many
people have come to the conclusion that the consequence of the
immoralities was what God had in mind for establishing the
commandment. Brethren, it is more than this. There is no doubt that
the sin of adultery and fornication evokes curse upon the sinner
under the judgment of God because the covenant of blood had been
broken. The intention of God concerning this commandment is that,
when there is no covenant in the consummation of marriage or if
the covenant has been broken as a result of adultery, it means there
is no spiritual pillar holding the marriage. Furthermore, it means
when there is a problem relating to the non-covenanted relationship
adultery and fornication, none of the party can stand on the non-
existence covenant or broken covenant and ask Almighty God that
witness all covenant to intervene.

Adultery is a sin that carries its judgment and consequences along
with the act. Once a man and a woman become involved, they are
entangled. No matter the pretense, deep down in the hearts of the
two unrighteous partners, they know that unrighteous relationship
had been established. Even when the relationship has been broken,
they will still have the mental-picture of that very moment they
were ingloriously connected. When a man and a woman engaged
in sexual relationship; three types of covenants may be established.

(@) If you are husband and wife, you are reaffirming the
existing covenant of marriage between both of you. This is
honorable, it is righteous, and it is according to will of God.

(b) If you are the spouse of somebody and you have an affair
with another person’s spouse, technically, you have
contaminated your relationships. Both of you have broken
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(©)

the existing covenant of your marriage and at the same time
you establish an unrighteous covenant of shame that you
cannot ask God to be a witness. This act itself is a curse.
The participants had spiritually released a curse upon
themselves under the judgment of God for the covenant of
the marriage they broke, and they will also become a slave
under the covenant of shame they established for their
misrepresentation. You know the blackmailing that goes
along with this type of relationship. The horrible experience
of one important personality in United States with an intern
is still fresh in our memory. Furthermore, one of the two
partners in unrighteousness may engage in the affairs in
order to be an ensnaring agent of Satan against the other
party. In cases like this the evil partner may go a step further
in their treaty by placing the seed or the blood of the other
party on the evil altar in the spiritual realm. The supposedly
innocent partner may be wondering what is happening to
him or her when at the prime of life things begin to go south
and they were unable to bring forth their fruit in its due
season. Many people do not understand the cause of the
misfortunes or problems they encounter in their families. It
might have been the consequences of their sinfulness.

There is a stolen covenant when an unmarried man and
unmarried woman engage in sexual affair. The family of the
two parties did not witness nor approve their illicit
relationship. In fact, this falls under unrighteous and unholy
relationship. It takes genuine love to establish a covenant of
marriage and it takes lust to establish a stolen covenant. A
secret love that cannot be made known to friends and
neighbors in establishing a relationship is an unrighteous
affair. Fornication is like stealing what you are not
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authorized to have, and the consequence of this sin is the
same as that of misrepresentation in covenant which is
slavery under it. There are three classes of single mothers
today. The single mother as a result of the death of their
husband, the single mother as a result of failed marriage and
lastly the single mother that never had husband. The latter
one is relevant to the subject at hand. When you come
across this type of single mother, ask her two questions. Ask
for the father of her child. Ask what she had done with the
dawn of her life. Responsible ones among this class of
single mother will not be able to answer the questions.
Instead, she will burst into tears because she has lost
something precious. Her covenant has been stolen and her
honor lost! The result of this type of relationship is always
painful in the end. When you are at this crossroad, only
repentance and a clear definition of your righteous stand
with the Lord; your persistent seeking of the face of the
Lord and determination to enter into a settled married life
can reconnect you to the covenant of God.

There is no way we can proceed further in the chapter title without
discussing the terms of the covenants. Where there is no law there
is no sin. | have coined the following Bible passages as the term of
the covenant because it was the basis of agreement upon which the
covenant would be fulfilled. The Lord will perform His own side
of the covenant and God had expectation that the Israelites would
perform their own part of the covenant. Faithfulness on the part of
man towards the covenant will attract the blessing of God and
failure to fulfill the term of the covenant will not only withhold the
blessing of God but in addition, it will bring forth the judgment of
God. The law of God was not a rod of judgment; rather, it was
intended to guide man to do the will of God in the covenant. It was
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also a message to the Israelites that God is serious and committed
with the covenant. Judgment of God in His law is a choice of man.
When man violate the law of God, he chose judgment but when he
obeyed the law of God he chose blessing that had clearly been spelt
out in the law of God. Other Bible passages are the clauses guiding
the fulfillment of the term of the covenant.

“Do not make idols or set up an image or a sacred stone for
yourselves, and do not place a carved stone in your land to bow
down before it. 1 am the Lord your God. “Observe my Sabbaths and
have reverence for my sanctuary. | am the Lord. If you follow my
decrees and are careful to obey my commands, | will send you rain
in its season, and the ground will yield its crops and the trees of the
field their fruit. Your threshing will continue until grape harvest and
the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you will eat all the
food you want and live in safety in your land. “I will grant peace in
the land, and you will lie down and no one will make you afraid. | will
remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass
through your country. You will pursue your enemies, and they will
fall by the sword before you. Five of you will chase a hundred, and a
hundred of you will chase ten thousand and your enemies will fall by
the sword before you. “I will look on you with favor and make you
fruitful and increase your numbers, and | will keep my covenant with
you. You will still be eating last year’s harvest when you will have to
move it out to make room for the new. | will put my dwelling place
among you, and | will not abhor you. | will walk among you and be
your God and you will be my people. | am the Lord your God, who
brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be slaves to
the Egyptians; | broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk
with heads held high.

But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, and
if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all
my commands and so violate my covenant, then | will do this to you:
| will bring upon you sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that
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will destroy your sight and drain away your life. You will plant seed
in vain, because your enemies will eat it. | will set my face against
you so that you will be defeated by your enemies; those who hate
you will rule over you, and you will flee even when no one is pursuing
you.

If after all this you will not listen to me, | will punish you for your sins
seven times over. | will break down your stubborn pride and make
the sky above you like iron and the ground beneath you like bronze.
Your strength will be spent in vain, because your soil will not yield
its crops, nor will the trees of the land yield their fruit. If you remain
hostile toward me and refuse to listen to me, | will multiply your
afflictions seven times over, as your sins deserve. | will send wild
animals against you, and they will rob you of your children, destroy
your cattle and make you so few in numbers that your roads will be
deserted.

If in spite of these things you do not accept my correction but
continue to be hostile toward me, | myself will be hostile toward you
and will afflict you for your sins seven times over. And | will bring
the sword upon you to avenge the breaking of the covenant. When
you withdraw into your cities, | will send a plague among your and
you will be given into enemy hands. When | cut off your supply of
bread, ten women will be able to bake your bread in one oven, and
they will dole out bread by weight. You will eat, but you will not be
satisfied.

If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to be hostile
toward me, then in my anger | will be hostile toward you, and | myself
will punish you for your sins seven times over. You will eat the flesh
of your sons and the flesh of your daughters. | will destroy your high
places, cut down your incense altars and pile your dead bodies on
the lifeless forms of your idols, and | will abhor you. | will turn your
cities into ruins and lay waste your sanctuaries, and | will take no
delight in the pleasing aroma of your offerings. | will lay waste the
land, so that your enemies who live there will be appalled. | will
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scatter you among the nations and will draw out my sword and
pursue you. Your land will be laid waste, and your cities will lie in
ruins. Then the land will enjoy its sabbaths. All the time that it lies
desolate, the land will have rest it did not have during the sabbaths
you lived in it. (Leveticus 26:1-35)

The Bible revealed to us that, righteousness exalts a nation.” The
righteousness that God found in the life of Abraham conceived and
birthed the nation of Israel. The nation was carved out of the then
crooked generation. The hand of God was upon the nation and the
presence of God manifest divine blessing among them continually.
In so many battles that the people of God fought, whenever
Israelites focus their attention on the things of God, they always
have upper hands against their enemies and whenever they abandon
God and his commandments, the calamities from above befell
them. The enemies of the Israelites had been the major weapons of
judgment of the violation of the covenant.

If the greatness of a country is measured by the yardstick of divine
intervention of God, its leadership, its achievements and among
other things, its calamities, no nation under heaven can be equaled
with Israel with its long list of ups and downs. From the twelve
children of Jacob to their journey to the land of Goshen in Egypt
where they first received the mighty touch of God in terms of
blessing, the divine intervention of God in this nation was
spectacular. They were so blessed that they became a threat to the
people of Egypt, then, affliction began, and they became slaves in
the hand of taskmasters in Egypt. They were greatly afflicted in
Egypt. Three prophesies were fulfilled by the affliction.

1. The affliction itself.
2. The nation that afflicts them will be judged.
3. The deliverance of Israelites from the
affliction.
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Their deliverance marked the beginning of their exodus from Egypt
to the Promise Land. “... know of a surety that thy seed shall be a
stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them and they
shall afflict them four hundred years. And also that nation, whom
they shall serve, will | judge; and afterward shall they come out
With great substance.” (Genesis 15:13-14)

Many have come up with a question that, “Why did affliction herald
their journey to the Promise Land?” An event always leads one to
make a decision. The affliction of the Israelites in the land of
Goshen was a divine alarm to remind the people of God that it is
time to move. The affliction was intended to prepare them mentally,
physically, and spiritually. The affliction of the Egyptians made the
Israelites to recognize their common enemy and as a result it united
them to have a united goal for freedom. It also made them have one
voice and forced them to be each other’s brothers-keepers. The four
hundred years of comfortable dwelling in Egypt had led them to
forget their destiny. The affliction made them cried to God in prayer
and God remembered his covenant. They were so comfortable with
the ‘just-enough’ blessings they had in Goshen, and they forgot the
‘more-than-enough’ covenanted blessing in the Land of Canaan,
the land that flows with milk and honey, the home of the
Canaanites, Hitties, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites that
God had promised Abraham their forefathers in inheritances. The
same way the insignificant blessing we have here is so
overwhelming in the mind of some, thereby making their vision
become clouded and they pay no attention to the immeasurable
blessing of eternity.

God delivered them with a stretched hand from their taskmaster in
Egypt. An unprecedented judgment of God befell the Egyptians
before Israelites were allowed to move out of Egypt. The last straw
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that broke the back of their camel was the death of the first born in
Egypt. You know the rest of the story, brethren. The news of the
victories of Israelites through the mighty hands of God over Egypt
and the subsequent victories over their neighboring countries on
their way to the Promise Land spread abroad. The news sent a
chilling fear in to the bone marrow of their enemies and Israel
became a terror to their neighbors because the hand of God was
upon them. Under the leadership of Joshua thirty-one kingdoms
were conquered.

Israel had produced mighty men of valor with impeccable
characters that became main theme of the old-testament — from their
grand father, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Joshua
son on Nun, Caleb son of Jephunun, David son of Jesse and his son
Solomon even down in lineage to our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lion
of Juda. The country had produced giants and the giant Killers in
the person of Samson, David, Gideon and the host of others.
Among the great men in Israel are the prophets — Elijah the
Tishbite, Elisha, Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the host of
other prophets both major and minor, who never bow to Baal. Great
kings have come out of Israel — Saul son of Kish was the first king,
David the son of Jesse, the man after God’s heart was the second
and Solomon son of David, the wisest king ever lived according to
the divine blessing of God. The divine intervention of God in the
lives of these great men in Israelites was a pointer to the faithfulness
of God among His people but this did not send a message that they
should be faithful to God.

The word of the Lord came to me: “Son of man, set your face against
the mountains of Israel; prophesy against them and say: ‘O
mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Sovereign Lord. This is
what the Sovereign Lord says to the mountains and hills, to the
ravines and valleys: | am about to bring a sword against you, and |
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will destroy your high places. Your altars will be demolished and
your incense altars will be smashed; and | will slay your people in
front of your idols. | will lay the dead bodies of the Israelites in front
of their idols, and | will scatter your bones around your altars.
Wherever you live, the towns will be laid waste and the high places
demolished, so that your altars will be laid waste and devastated,
your idols smashed and ruined, your incense altars broken down,
and what you have made wiped out. Your people will fall slain among
you, and you will know that | am the Lord. “But | will spare some, for
some of you will escape the sword when you are scattered among
the lands and nations. The in the nations where they have been
carried captive, those who escape will remember me — how | have
been grieved by their adulterous hearts, which have turned away
from me, and by their eyes, which have lusted after their idols. They
will loathe themselves for the evil they have done and for all their
detestable practices. And they will know that | am the Lord; | did not
threaten in vain to bring this calamity on them. “This is what the
Sovereign Lord says: Strike your hands together and stamp your feet
and cry out “Alas!” because of all the wicked and detestable
practices of the house of Israel, for they will fall by the sword, famine
and plague. He that is far away will die of plague, and he that is near
will fall by the sword, and he that survives and is spared will die of
famine. So will | spend my wrath upon them. And they will know that
I am the Lord, when their people lie slain among their idols around
their altars, on every high hill and on all the mountaintops, under
every spreading tree and every leafy oak — places where they offered
fragrant incense to all their idols. And | will stretch out my hand
against them and make the land a desolate waste from the desert to
Diblah — wherever they live. Then they will know that | am the Lord.
(Ezekiel 6:1-14)

Sin was the only known reason for the calamities that befell the
nation of Israel. It all started with idolatry custom they inherited in
Egypt. Three months after God delivered them from the Egyptians,
God called Moses up to the Mount Sinai for forty days and night
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communion with God on Mount Sinai, the activities of God
worshipping decline in their camp. They even wondered what had
become of Moses on the mountain. Adage says, “Idle hand is the
workshop of Satan.”
God, he will voluntarily or involuntarily worship Satan. In no time
the idolatry minded Israelites in the camp compelled Aaron to make
a golden calf image for them to worship. When Moses finally
returned from the mountain, he took a decisive step. He declared,
“Who is on the Lord’s side let him come to me.” The Israelites that
were on the Lord’s side came to Moses and were preserved but the

idolaters were destroyed in the camp that day.

Also, when a man chooses not to worship

Perhaps we need to remind ourselves, idolatry is one of the
abominations that God detest so much because it breaks their
covenant with God, and this sin became so popular among the
Israelites. Their murmuring brought the plague of snakebite upon
them, and their unfaithfulness brought plague of destruction upon
them in the wilderness. Man always naturally falls in love with the
work of the flesh and the food of the flesh is sin. That of Israelites
is no exemption. As soon as they got settled in the Promised Land,
they quickly forgot God. They forgot the mighty hands that care for
them as the hen protects and cares for chicken. They abandoned the
ordinances that He commanded them. They followed after the
idolatry custom of the Canaanites, the nations they conquered. “It
doesn’t matter,” is always the slogan of sinner. Sad though,
because it is only a matter of one step away from God and the
person may drift forever from His blessed presence. That was how
majority of the people of God alienated themselves permanently
into destruction. The commandment of God to them became
outdated and the warnings from the prophets of God concerning the
imminent danger for their abominations were treated with
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indignation. The dog that is destined to get lost will not listen to
the whistle sound of the hunter.

The Israelites broke the covenant of God because of their
abominable practices. Abominations of idolatry carry its own
consequences. The Almighty God that had been standing by them
and gave them a resounding victory over their enemies now had
turned his face against them. Moreover, kingdoms around them that
they have conguered in the past hated them passionately already.
The nation of Israel at this time was like a person that pours petrol
upon himself and reach out for lighter to light cigarette. Then the
judgement of God came heavily upon them. The enemies around
them connived and conspired and rose against them in battle. They
overtook and ran over Israelites and utterly destroyed their lands
because God had removed His hands from them. Their land became
desolate. They were disposed of the land that flow with milk and
honey, the land that God gave them for inheritance. They were
taken captive and were dispersed and scattered to the four corners
of the earth.

| will scatter you among the nations and will draw out my sword and
pursue you. Your land will be laid waste, and your cities will lie ruins.
You will perish among the nations; the land of your enemies will
devour you. (Leviticus 26:33, 38)

“But | will spare some, for some of you will escape the sword when
you are scattered among the lands and nations. (Ezekiel 6:8)

HOLOCAUST

In 1939 about 10 million of the estimated 16 million Jews in the world
lived in Europe. By 1945, almost 6 million had been killed, most of them
in the nineteen main concentration camp. Out of the pre-war
Czechoslovakia’s 281,000 Jews, about 4,000 survived. The population of
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Jews in Greece was between 65,000 and 72,000 before German conquest
only 2,000 survived. Only 5,000 escaped out of 70,000 Jewish community
in Austria. In addition, an estimated 4.6 million were killed in Poland
and in those areas of the Soviet Union seized and occupied by German.

Holocaust was horrendous crime against humanity. It was a show
of shame against civilization. Of course, it was like a global gang
up against the Jewish nation because the powerful blessing of the
covenant of Abraham continued to manifest in their undertakings.
In any city of their dwelling, regardless of the fact that captivity
experience scattered them abroad, they still excelled economically
far more than the citizens of the nation. They became the envy of
their enemies. The same blessing, they had in the land of Goshen
that brought about the hatred and servitude subjection they
experienced in Egypt. Whatever might have been an individual
opinion or collective idea behind the horrible experience of the
Israelite in the Holocaust, one thing was certain; God was aware of
the imminent occurrence. God never leave His children in the
darkness. He had adequately warned them of the consequence of
their sinful idolatry lifestyle, which was completely against the
godly character of the people of God, but Israelites, the apple of the
eyes of God did not listen. And when they least expected it,
judgment of God descended heavily upon them.

Today people talked about the dreadfulness of the holocaust. They
did not recollect the history of the nation as the scripture had
revealed to man. They did not link the violation of term of the
covenant of Abraham with the calamities that had befallen the
nation of Israel. They did not recall the trend of the stiff-neckedness
and the resultant judgment of God. People do not talk about the
uncountable millions that were destroyed before Israel could no
longer defend their land in the desolation. The millions that died in
the captivity were not accounted for. Their painful subjection to the
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horrible orientation that was completely against their will and their
custom (making them become eunuchs) were not considered. The
Old Testament is mainly about the hands of God in the midst of his
people versus the rest of the wicked nations of the world. Since this
nation knew that God passionately love her, why did she refuse to
live in the love of God and do His blessed will? 1 am not, and | can
never speak in favor of the heinous evil of the holocaust because |
passionately love the nation of God, but I am simply saying that
what befell the nation of Israel was far more devastating than the
gas chamber experience. It was the anger of Almighty God! It was
his wrath against His own people because of their sin of idolatry,
their unfaithfulness and disobedience. It was because they failed to
keep the covenant of God.

We need to reason and be filled with fear that if God did not spare
His own people, the natural branch, and judged them fiercely when
they drifted into the world of idolatry, why should we think that the
people that are now daily living in the work of flesh, wallowing in
sin would be spared when the judgment of God shall come? We
pray that we may only experience the loving-kindness face of God
and not His consuming fury. However, whatever comes to us
eventually will be the reward of our work.

Bearing in mind the geometrical progression nature of how the
population of a country increases, imagine how great the nation of
Israel would have been today if only they walked according to the
precepts of God. Can anyone blame God for these calamities? No,
because it was part of the term of the covenant that whoever breaks
the covenant will be cut off. In addition, God always incorporate
the provision of mercy in His relationships with mankind, but Israel
did not heed the warning that they should repent their wicked ways
from the prophets of God. The people of Nineveh heeded the
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warning of the imminent destruction from the mouth of Prophet
Jonah. They repented and proclaimed fasting, and God was
merciful unto them. Along the line, no matter how devastating the
judgment of God seemed to be against His own people, His mercy
endures forever, and His grace remained available unto humanity.
He tempers justice with mercy. He faithfully remembered the
covenant He made with Abraham. He preserved the remnant of the
household of Israelites so that He could fulfill His covenant with
them. He still remembered the faithful ones in the captive and
honored them.

In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to reclaim
the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt,
from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from
Hamath and from the islands of the sea. He will raise a banner for the
nations and gather the exiles of Israel; he will assemble the scattered
people of Judah from the four quarters of the earth. Ephraim’s
jealousy will vanish, and Judah’s enemies will be cut off, Ephraim will
not be jealous of Judah nor Judah hostile toward Ephraim. They will
swoop down on the slopes of Philistia to the west; together they will
plunder the people to the east. They will lay hands of Edom and Moab,
and the Ammonites will be subject to them. The Lord will dry up the
gulf of the Egyptian sea; with a scorching wind he will sweep his hand
over the Euphrates River. He will break it up into seven streams so
that men can cross over in sandals. There will be a highway for the
remnant of his people that is left from Assyria, as there was for Israel
when they came up from Egypt. (Isaiah 11:11-16)

Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, and they shall
fish them; and after will | send for my hunters and they shall hunt
them from every mountain, and form every hill, and out of the holes
of the rocks. For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are not hid
from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from my eyes. (Jeremiah
16:16-17)
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And | will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither
| have driven them and will bring them again to their folds; and they
shall be fruitful and increase. And I will set up shepherds over them
which shall feed the; and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed,
neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord. (Jeremiah 23:3-4)

IN-GATHERING OF THE EXILES

In 1939 the British Mandate Authority had estimated that
about 445,000 out 1.5 million residents of the Mandate were Jews. On May
15, 1947 a Special session of United Nations General Assembly
established United Nations Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP)
consisting eleven members. The committee reported on August 31, 1947
of their support for a geographical complex system of partition into a
separate Arab and Jewish States. The plan was adopted after two months
of intense deliberations as the United Nations General Assembly
Resolution of November 29, 1947. The Zionist General Council stated
willingness in principle to accept partition. The League of Arab States
Council (Arab League) met in December 1947 and said it would take
whatever measures were required to prevent the resolution.

On May 14, 1948 Ben-Gurion and his associates proclaimed the
establishment of the State of Israel. On the following day, Britain and
United States recognized Israel. Soviet Union recognition was accorded
on May 18, 1948; by April 1949, fifty-three nation had extended
recognition. In May 1949, the United Nations General Assembly admitted
Israel to the United Nations.

Israeli officials estimated that as of May 15, 1948, about 650,000 Jews
lived in the area scheduled to become under the November 1947 United
Nations partition proposal. In July 1950, the Knesset passed the Law of
Return which stated that, “Every Jew has right to come to this country as
an ‘olah’ (new immigrant)” Between May 1948 and December 31, 1951
approximately 684,000 Jewish immigrants entered the new state.
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Sephardic Immigrant 300,000

Iraqi Jews 120,000
Egyptian Jews 10,000
Turkish Jews 55,000
Iranian Jews 40,000
Yemeni Jews 55,000 and

thousands more from Jewish enclaves in Afghanistan, Caucasus and
Cochin in Southwest India. In the late 1950s, a new flood of 400,000
mainly undereducated Moroccan, Algeria, Tunisian and Egyptian Jews
immigrated to Israel following the Israel’s Sinai War Campaign. ™ About
10,000 Falashas Ethiopian Jews were airlifted to Israel between 1984 and
1985.v

I have inserted the recent developmental history of the twentieth
century of Israelites in our own time so that we may compare it with
the time of Moses and Joshua in the Bible in order that we may
behold the same pattern of His Mercy, the presence of God and His
divine intervention in their activities so that we may know that God
never change. This also is to buttress the faithfulness of God
concerning his covenant with Abraham and seeds, Israelites in our
own generation.

When we infringe on the right of the man in the world, the
individual would say, “I know my right.” And he will apply all the
available power within his reach to uphold or claim that right. Sad
enough, not every Christians know their rights under the covenant
of the blood that was shed for us. Neither do we know that when
we live a self-styled selfish life of sin, that God has the right to
exercise judgment against our sinfulness for not living up to the
expectation he has for each one of us under the covenant. The
same hand that was nurturing, protecting and blessing Israelites
when they were truly the people of God, the same hand scattered
them when they turned their backs to God. The same merciful hands
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picked the remnant of the seed of Abraham from four corners of the
world, gathered and established them in the land He had given to
their forefathers in inheritance. It is interesting that this prophecy
was fulfilled in the nineteenth century during our own generation.
This was one of the fulfilled prophecies of God that drew me closer
to God. When | read these passages in the Bible, | concluded that,
if this passage could be fulfilled in my lifetime, there is no aspect
of the word of God that will not come to pass. Heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will never pass away. (Matthew
24:35)

-75-



-76 -



THE RIGHTS AND ITS ENFORCEMENT
IN THE COVENANT

The covenant was established with Abraham for his generation.
The covenant was not for everybody. Anybody that does not fall
into the definition of the generations of Abraham cannot claim
under the covenant. Of a truth, the Lord saved the household of Lot,
the relative of Abraham in the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.
That did not make him and his household a partaker of the
covenant. Abraham and all his offspring, the bondmen purchased
by money in his household offered the token of the covenant
through circumcision. This did not make all of them have right
under the covenant. Ishmael, the son of the bond woman, Hagar,
was the supposedly the first born of Abraham before the covenant
and yet he was not the son of Promise. The six children of Abraham,
Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midan Ishbak and Shuah, born by
Keturah, the wife that Abraham married after the death of Serah
(Genesis 25:1-3) did not claim any right under the covenant because
none of them were designated as the child of Promise.

“I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between
me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to
come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.
The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, | will give
as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after
you; and I will be their God.”

And Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under your
blessing!” The God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a
son, and you will call him Isaac. | will establish my covenant with
him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. And
as for Ishmael, | have heard you: | will surely bless him; | will make
him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the
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father of twelve rulers, and | will make him into a great nation. But
my covenant | will establish with Isaac, whom Serah will bear to
you by this time next year. (Genesis 17:7-8, 18-21)

Isaac, the Son of Serah was the only one recognized by God as the
seed of Abraham under the covenant. “. . . for in Isaac shall thy
seed be called.” (Genesis 21:12) What made Isaac so special? Let
us take it one by one. Ishmael, the supposedly first son was not
recognized in the covenant as the son of Promise of Abraham
because he was the son of the maid of Serah. Hagar was a female
servant of Serah and as a result, Serah had authority over her, hence
the reason why she gave her to Abraham to bear children for Serah.
The more reason why Serah asked Abraham to send her away when
jealousy arose between them. Secondly, Ishmael was born outside
the covenant of marriage of Abraham and Serah. Thirdly, Ishmael
had been born before the name of Abram was changed to Abraham,
and the name of Serai changed to Serah, before their spiritual
destiny changed from barren couple to father and mother of many
nations. And lastly, Ishmael was born with the foreskin of Abram
but Isaac was born after the foreskin of Abraham was circumcised
as the token of the covenant that cover the seed of Abraham. All
these facts and exegesis were supported by the scriptural passages,
but above all, Isaac was the choice of God. Regardless of all these
facts, God greatly blessed Ishmael. “And as for Ishmael, I have
heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will
greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers

)

and I will make him into a great nation.’

The children of Keturah were not recognized as the seed of
Abraham regardless of the fact that they were not children of
bondwoman. We stand the right to wonder why. This issue leads
us to another deep revelation of the word of God. | want you to
know that covenant of God never destroy the existing covenant;
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rather, it complements the existing covenant He had made and
strengthens it the more. Jesus Christ said, “I did not come to
destroy the law but to fulfill it.” The first covenant was the
covenant of love and unity between Adam and Eve. It was an
everlasting covenant. It was also a covenant of blood in that the rib-
bone of Adam was the token of the covenant. Therefore, the
institution of marriage is a covenant of love and unity between man
and woman after which they become husband and wife. God
honored the institution because He instituted it at the beginning and
He was the witness to the covenant.

God did not override the existing covenant between Abraham and
Serah in the determination of the child of Promise in the household
of Abraham because Serah was the first and only wife of Abraham
until her last day on earth. Isaac was the only child, the first and
only product of the covenant of marriage between them. He was
also the first born of Abraham after the everlasting covenant of
between God and Abraham, and after his name, his spiritual
identity, was changed.

Perhaps you are still wondering about the importance of what we
have just established. In the law of contract, you cannot claim any
right under the contract that you are not a party to, unless you are
an intended beneficiary under the contract. In the covenant between
God and Abraham, Abraham and his seed, that is, his generations
were the only intended beneficiaries. This is important so that you
and | will know where we belong under the covenant between God
and Abraham of which we know that we were aliens. It will also
remind us about the mercy of God in our lives, about how much
God have done to bring us thus far, to incorporate us as intended
beneficiaries under the covenant of the Blood of Jesus Christ.

---0000000---
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The Psalmist revealed in (Psalm 34:10) “the young lion do lack and
suffer hunger but they that seek the face of God will not lack
anything good.” David was reflecting on the faithfulness of God
concerning his covenant with Israelites that was why he confidently
said, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” There are so
many approaches to solve problems, but the specific way that the
children of covenant are to receive from God is by seeking His face.
Seeking the face of God through prayer is one of the ways of
enforcing the covenant of blood with Jesus Christ.

Ask, and it shall be given you, seek, and ye shall find; knock, and
it shall be opened unto you: For everyone that asketh receiveth;
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be
opened. If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will
he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he for fish offer him a
serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If
ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children;
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
them that ask him? Luke 11:9-13; Matthew 7:7-11

The acronym ASK are the first letters of the key words ‘ask,” ‘seek’
and ‘knock’ in the Bible passage above. The ‘A’ in ‘ask’ represents
Acknowledge your needs, ‘S’ in ‘seek’ represents Seek for a
solution and lastly, ‘K’ in knock represents Knock on the door of
your solution. The first letter of each keyword comes together to
form the first key word — ‘ask’. This is not a coincidence. These
words are interrelated in the prayer life of the children of God.
They are powerful procedural aspects of our prayer that ascertain
that our Father in Heaven will honor our prayers. The passage
above reveals to us the father-son/daughter scope of relationship
within which the prayer procedures can be applied. In other words,
if you do not have a spiritual relationship with God—if you do not
recognize Him as your Father, and if He does not recognize you as
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His people—you cannot lay claim under the relationship you do not
belong. The only prayer of sinner that God answers is the penitent
prayer of repentance that opens the door of God’s mercy unto them.

Jesus Christ was ministering to the believers that God had given the
grace to understand the wisdom of God. The message therein was
for the intended beneficiary of the covenant of Abraham. When
Jesus Christ was making these statements, He was revealing the
mind of God. He was revealing the disappointment of God
concerning the ignorance the heirs of the covenant often exhibit in
the time of their needs. He was putting the Holy Name of His
Father on the line, backing it up every powerful key word in the
passage with divine assurance. If God would not answer you in the
time of your need, Jesus Christ, Son of God would not bid you to
ask. If there is nothing in the store house of God, and if your frantic
search will end up in vain, His Son will not tell you to seek. If the
door of His divine blessing would not be opened unto you, the King
of Kings, who was with God at the beginning, would not tell you to
knock.

They said to me, "The remnant there in the province who survived
the captivity are in great distress and reproach, and the wall of
Jerusalem is broken down and its gates are burned with fire." When
| heard these words, | sat down and wept and mourned for days;
and | was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. | said, "I
beseech You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God,
who preserves the covenant and loving kindness for those who
love Him and keep His commandments, let Your ear now be
attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant
which | am praying before You now, day and night, on behalf of the
sons of Israel Your servants, confessing the sins of the sons of
Israel which we have sinned against You; | and my father's house
have sinned. "We have acted very corruptly against You and have
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not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances
which You commanded Your servant Moses. "Remember the word
which You commanded Your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are
unfaithful | will scatter you among the peoples; but {if} you return
to Me and keep My commandments and do them, though those of
you who have been scattered were in the most remote part of the
heavens, | will gather them from there and will bring them to the
place where | have chosen to cause My name to dwell.' "They are
Your servants and Your people whom You redeemed by Your great
power and by Your strong hand. "O Lord, | beseech You, may Your
ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of Your
servants who delight to revere Your name, and make Your servant
successful today and grant him compassion before this man." Now
| was the cupbearer to the king. (Nehemiah 1:3-11)

Nehemiah, an Israelite in captivity and a cupbearer of King
Artaxerxes heard a distressful report about the remnant of Israelites
who survived the battle that led to their captivity. He learnt that they
were in great distress and that the city wall of Jerusalem had broken
down and the people became object of reproaches. He broke down
in tears and mourned for the calamity that had befallen the City of
David. With fasting and praying, Nehemiah sought the face of God,
and he had a breakthrough. (Please read “Sowing in Tears,” one of
Reflect on this! Series by Christ Light Bearers.) God gave him favor
before King Artaxerxes, and the king gave him authority and
abundance of provision to go back to Jerusalem to build the city
walls.

The prayer of Nehemiah was very interesting to our present-day
Christianity. Many times, people complained that they asked in
prayer, but they did not receive. Perhaps they have asked amiss.
“Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may
consume it upon your lusts.” (James 4:3) The secret behind the
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breakthrough of Nehemiah was that he asked according to his
wealth of knowledge of the term of the covenant of God with
Abraham. Many do not receive in their prayer because of lack of
knowledge. “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge ..."
(Hosea 4:6) But Nehemiah was not ignorant of the word. He built
his request around the word of God and according to His will to
deliver His people. He fervently sought the face of God and tapped
into his right under the covenant of Abraham by taking God to task
upon His sacred words.

When the affliction of the Israelites became unbearable in the land
of Goshen, they groaned in their anguish in prayer unto God, and
He remembered His covenant with Abraham. Obviously, it was not
their complaints and murmuring that reminded God of His
covenant, it was certainly their prayers. The agony of their burden
was enormous, they cried under the torture of their taskmasters,
perhaps they even shed tears, but they certainly placed demand on
the existing covenant of their father, Abraham, and God heard them
and set in motion, the divine plan of their deliverance.

Daniel was in the captivity of Babylon, but he found favor of God
and was appointed as one of the wise men of Babylon along with
other three Israelites, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. King
Nebuchadnezzar had a dream but when he woke up, he had
forgotten the dream. He called his wise men and the astrologers to
interpret the forgotten dream. They demanded that the king should
tell them the dream and they will provide the interpretation. But the
king said, they should tell him the dream as well as the
interpretation otherwise, he decreed death for them. Daniel sought
the face of the king and he asked for more time to provide the dream
and interpretation.
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Daniel informed his Israelites brethren of the desperate situation
and they prayed for mercies of the God of Heaven concerning the
secret. In the night vision, the dream of the king and its
interpretation was revealed to Daniel. Daniel became an instrument
of salvation for himself and the wise men in the kingdom of King
Nebuchadnezzar.

The three Hebrew children in captivity, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego refused to bow down to the graven image of the king
because they could only bow to only Almighty God. Their
committed intention was reported to King Nebuchadnezzar and the
king summoned them to the palace for interrogation. They affirmed
their righteous stand and said, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need
to defend ourselves before you in this matter. If we are thrown into
the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and
he will rescue us from your hand, O king.” (Daniel 3:16-17) In the
response of these Israelites, they place a demand on the clause of
the covenant that stated, “I will be their God and they will be my
people,” as well as the word of God in Isaiah 43:1-2, “Fear not, for
I have redeemed you; | have summoned you by name; you are mine.
When you pass through the waters, | will be with you; and when
you pass through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will
not set you ablaze.” Furiously the king ordered that they should be
thrown into the burning fiery furnace. It was a battle between
righteousness and evil. Idolatrous minded mingled with anger sent
these men to burning furnace, but God manifested His faithfulness
to the words of His covenant and the divine presence of God
delivered them from the furnace. The king was astounded, and he
exclaimed, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They
trusted in Him and defied the king’s command and were willing to
give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their

own God.” (Daniel 3:28) The miraculous deliverance made the
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king to alter the law of Persia and Medes for the first time because
the children of God exercise their rights under the covenant in
prayer.

Haman planned a complete annihilation of the Jews in captivity in
the kingdom of Xerxes. He made 75 feet high gallows for
Mordecai. In a desperate move Mordecai sent a word to the new
queen Esther, and she asked that three days of fasting and praying
be declared among the Jews in Susa and she and her maids fully
participated in the fasting and praying in the king palace. “Go,
gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for
me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: | also and my
maidens will fast likewise; and so will | go in unto the king, which is not
according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.” (Esther 4:16) After this,
with a resolute mind, she promised to go to the king even though it
is against the law of the kingdom, and she might even be killed.
When the Jews in Susa cried unto God in prayer, a dramatic
turnaround began. King Xerxes could not sleep in the night, so he
ordered that the book of record of his reign be read to him. He
remembered that the good deed of Mordecai had not been
rewarded. As soon as Haman, the archenemy of Mordecai, entered
the court of the palace, King Xerxes asked, him. “What should be
done for the man the king delights to honor?” Herman thought he
was the person that the king wanted to honor. So he made a tall
order of kingly honors. And King Xerxes commanded him to
execute the honors unto Mordecai.

Queen Esther finally made her request known to the king. She said,
“If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your
majesty, grant me my life — this is my petition. And spare my people
— this is my request.” (Esther 7:3) She explained the evil plans of
Haman to the king. King Xerxes was furious and he commanded
that Haman be hung in the gallows he made for Mordecai.
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These spiritually successful children of God have many things in
common. They were all Israelites, the people of God, in the
captivity of the Babylon. They recognized God in their afflictions,
and they placed Him in the preeminence position in their lives.
They were the righteous remnants of their generation that had
knowledge of the covenant of God with Abraham. They understood
the power of prayer. They placed demand on the covenant, for
mercy of God, they pressed for justice, they demanded for divine
intervention, and they were all victorious. Prayer made the
difference, and it preceded all their miraculous breakthroughs.

There is one particular mystery about prayer that the entire believer
should take note of. The needs of mankind have been met before
the existence of the needs and are in the store house of God.
‘Asking’ in prayer places demand upon the covenanted blessing of
God according to the specifications of our needs and ‘seeking’ in
prayer designs and shapes the covenanted blessing to meet those
needs, ‘knocking’ in prayer releases the blessing to the believers
from the storehouse of God. The breakthroughs of these beloved
children of God did not take place until they prayed. The parable of
Prodigal Son better explained this concept. When his life became
degenerated and was eating with the pigs, he acknowledged his
desperate need. He knew fully well that there was always a room
set aside for him in the merciful corner of heart of his father. He
said, “I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee. And am
no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of they hired
servant.” He took another step in seeking for solution to his
problem. The Bible revealed that, “He arose, and came t0 his
father.” And lastly, he began to knock on the door of the solution.
When he got to his father, he said, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and in thy sight and nor more worth to be called thy son.”
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The Prodigal Son had his breakthrough. In your prayer you must
set a broad goal, you must develop a plan to achieve the goal and
lastly, you must execute the plan. All the three steps in prayer is
the act of waiting on the Lord. If we sow into the spirit and it is
certain that we will never reap corruption.

When the life of believer is in disarray as a result of unfriendly
pressures and problems of this world or those unfortunate sins, seek
the face of God in prayer. Prayer coordinates the body, the soul, and
the spirit when we seek the face of God with fasting and praying.
With prayer our spirit is spiritually sanitized when we ask God to
forgive us our sins. With prayer our crooked ways are made straight
because we know that if we want to receive from the Father we
have to come with clean hands. With prayer our spirit is link to the
Throne of Grace that we may receive divine touch of God. That is
why, whenever Satan wants to deal with believer, he will saturate
his life with situations that will make prayer practically impossible
for him because the devil knows, that if the beloved of the Lord
cries to Father, in their prayers, breakthrough will surely come.

The word of God and prayer are two inseparable instruments of
receiving from God. The word of God reveals and declares the
blessing of God in the spiritual, but prayer is the spiritual pulley
that pulls the blessing from spiritual realm to physical realm. A
great man is simply defined as “A normal human being with great
idea.” Also, a great man of God is a normal human being that
possesses a teachable spirit to learn of God through reading,
meditating and living a righteous life according to the mystery of
grace in God’s word, who seeks the face of God through the
mystery of fervent prayer that is blended with the mysterious power
of Holy Spirit. All the great men and women in the Bible possessed
an obedient spirit that listened to the directive of God. They were
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great because they were doing something unique that other normal
human beings were not doing. Although they did not have Bible
like us, but they lived righteously in the wisdom of God and they
fervently sought the face of God in prayer and fasting. Even if they
did not want to pray, their situation did not leave them with any
other choice than to pray. They were either imprisoned by the
authority who did not appreciate the truth in the prophecy they
declared. They were either positioned in a sensitive place amidst
the wise men of the king where God had planted them to make a
difference in the idolatrous world. Jeremiah, a jail-bird prophet, had
no choice but to pray. Elijah in the kingdom of Ahab and Jezebel,
who was hiding from one cave to the other because of fear of
Jezebel who vowed to Kill him, had to pray so that the mighty hands
of God might continue to protect him, and that God might prove
Himself mightily to vindicate His holy name and put the priests of
Baal to shame. If Daniel and Esther that were in the captivity of
Babylon did not pray they would have fallen from the pinnacle of
life where the Lord placed them. Whether these beloved of the Lord
lived or died in the hands of their adversaries, their lives counted
for the glory of God because of their prayer lives.

This is why prayer is inevitable in the lives of the children of
covenant. We wonder why Paul admonished us to pray without
ceasing. He was encouraging us to place a demand on the covenant
that the blood of Jesus Christ established for the believers. When
we do this, we are exercising our rights under the covenant by
reminding God of His covenant of mercy. Whenever we agree in
this world touching as anything we shall ask, and when we ask in
His name according to His divine will and promises, He ascertained
that, it shall be done for us. This is our right under the covenant of
His mercy and it can only be enforced with prayer.
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COVENANT OF MERCY

The prize at stake was high, the pain seemed unbearable, the danger
and peril so gruesome but the mountaineer would not abandon his
quest. He was like a swinging pendulum, but he hung in there on
the safety rope-line that was anchored between rocks on the
mountain. Gradually, he kept advancing up the mountain, gaining
inches or feet as his foot-grip on the rock permitted. The rope he
held high far away from the ground. It held fast and tight due to his
body weight pressure. Occasionally he tried to rest his legs on the
rock as the wind that was blowing him permits. He could not take
a rest in between the quest. He could not get the needed rest until
he climbed the mountain to the top and until he could unhook the
anchor. Now still in the middle, hanging and balancing on the rope,
he was feeling the pain of the pressure of his weight, on his two
hands. He did not look back to see how far he had climbed, instead,
he was looking up, considering the height he was yet to overcome.
His appearance revealed some with a resolute determination. He
continued steadfastly in the quest because a "man that had his hand
on the plough and looks back is not fit for the kingdom of God."

This was the similitude of the position of our Lord Jesus Christ in
the Garden of Gethsemane where he was praying in agony of His
spirit. The mountaineers can apply so many techniques to prevent
himself from crashing, but in the case of our Lord Jesus Christ there
was no other way out to get to the top of His calling than to die for
humanity. This was the purpose of His calling. This was why came
to this world to rescue humanity. This was the mission of mercy
that He left His Throne in Heaven to accomplish on earth.

It is good to have knowledge of what God is about doing. But when
you have the knowledge that a painful death is lurking at the turn
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of a corner of time, and it will be carried by those you have come
to rescue, brethren, it is not easy to bear. Some would say, ‘it is
good to know one’s time of death, so that they will plan ahead of
time.” But the type of death that the Father revealed to Jesus Christ
was a horrible and a painful death. The radiant beautiful
countenance of our Lord changed to a startle and stern countenance.
He was sweating profusely, and the Bible described the sweat that
was coming out of Him was like drips of blood. At this point in
time, He knew that His time was at hand. He considered the
enormous price of our salvation which of course, unbearably
difficult to pay. He also considered the burden of sin on us which
no man was capable to remove on earth except the only Son of God.
He was the only One capable of paying the price of our salvation.
The nature of man in Him loved life, because no man wanted to die.
An idea that was common to the nature of man came to Him—to
back out because of the gruesome sacrifices involved. He fell on
His face praying, and said, “Father let this cup be removed from
me ...” Heaven was tensed. He beheld the face of the Father. He
found disappointment if He should fail to fulfill His mission of
mercy. He looked upon humanity, He beheld their eternal suffering
under the weight of their sins if He should back out. “Somebody
must deliver the earthly from the burden of sins,” His Spirit was
encouraged. “If the Son of God could not deliver the earthly, who
will?”” The thought emanated from the depth of His thoughtfulness.
In His unparalleled mercy he chose to face the death on the Cross
so that we may be able to choose life eternal. He continued in prayer
and added, "Not my will, but Thy will be done.”” Heaven gave a deep
sigh of relief. The face of the Father was lighted with a beam of
smile. God that sees the end from the beginning beheld the earthly
the second time. He saw victory because the head of the Old
Serpent would be crushed. The barrier has been removed. A
salvation highway from the earth that would be anchored at the
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Throne of Grace had been completed in the spiritual realm. Man
will now have direct access to his Creator. The beautiful
relationship and fellowship that we lost in Eden would be restored.
Immortality and eternity will revert to mankind! Our Lord Jesus
held on to the sway, bearing all the sufferings on the path of His
mission with our salvation in His hand, wrapped in His
unmeasurable love, until He delivered it to mankind.

The ungrateful sons of man came with cudgels to the One who
healed the sick people and made the lame walk. They came with
sword to the Teacher who brought the word of life to them and
made the blind see. Jesus Christ and his disciples were out-
numbered by the persecuting enemies, but they were not out-
powered. He had power to defend Himself, but instead He defended
the interest of mankind. He defended our salvation. He willingly
submitted Himself to the servants of the priest that came to arrest
Him but not without a demonstration of His mercy. One of the
Lord’s disciples cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest, but
Jesus Christ cautioned him, “Put your sword back in its place,” and
He touched the ear of the servant of the priest and immediately the
ear healed. The righteous Son of Man was made to stand in trial
before the unrighteous sons of man. Like a sheep before its
slaughterer, Jesus Christ did not struggle before the unrighteous
judge neither did he defend himself before man. They found no
fault against Him, yet He was handed over to those who desired His
death to be crucified on the Cross.

Think of the thorny crown that pierced his brow. Think of the
horrible spit of the centurion and the scourge of their beating. In the
time of Jesus Christ on earth, the condemned prisoners had to carry
their own crosses to the execution site. They preferred to set
Barabbas, a hardened criminal, free than to plead for leniency on
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behalf the innocent Son of Man. The people treated Jesus Christ
like a condemned criminal and made him bear of His cross. The
people force a Cyrene citizen to relief Him when He was falling
under the weight of the Cross on the way to the place of Skull. At
this place our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified on the Cross between
two criminals.

In the time of Jesus Christ and according to the custom of Israelites,
it was degrading that any man should die on the Cross not to talk of
a famous and a notable personality of our Lord Jesus Christ, to die
on the Cross and anyone that died on the Cross is considered
accursed. Hence Jesus Christ bore the consequences of curse that
sin had brought to mankind.

Think of His crucifixion in the place of Golgotha. The load of our
sins was too much to bear and the stench of it made the Heavenly
Father turned His back, Jesus Christ asked in agony, “Father, Why
hast thou forsaken me?” Nevertheless, Jesus Christ chose to bear
it. Consider the thirsty Son of God on Cross who was desperately
in need of water, but the Lord, the giver of the living water John
4:14 was offered a mixture of gall and vinegar. This same Lord
provided water from the rock for the people of God in the
wilderness of Meriba. “And did all drink the same spiritual drink:
for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that
Rock was Christ.” (I Corinthians 10:4) The earthly were jesting
when the Son of God was hung on the Cross. The Heavens were
grieving and watching in sorrow when the best of Heaven was
subjected to the disgraceful agony of death on the Cross. Yet He
prayed for them and said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not
what they are doing.”

There was a sudden total eclipse in the noonday and darkness
covered the entire earth from the sixth hour to the ninth hour of the
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day. But He held on to the sway in the midst of pain until he
triumphantly said, "It is finished,"” that is, the final execution of the
work of salvation had been completed. The ultimate sacrifice has
been completed. The judgement of the sins of humanity had been
satisfied by His painful death on the Cross. A new covenant that
engrafted the entire world into the covenant of Abraham has been
established. Salvation is no longer for the household of Jacob alone;
the whole world has been called into the banquet of His love. The
scope of the beneficiaries of the covenant of Abraham has been
expanded to whosoever believes in Him. His death marked the end
of an era and the establishment of a new one. The end of an era of
despair of eternal death was marked and the era of glorious hope in
eternity became established for the believers. That is why we have
Old Testament and New Testament. The unprecedented devastating
thunder confirmed the end. The rock rented. The earth quaked in
fear of hosting the Creator in the grave. The veil of the temple
rented and divided into two from the top to the bottom. The
hindrance between God and man was removed. Heaven rejoiced as
victory had been won. A divine access to the Throne of Grace had
been granted to man to worship God in truth and in spirit. The
graves were opened and the saints that slept in the Lord arose. The
centurions were dumbfounded and concurred to His deity, saying,
"Truly, He is the Son of God"

When He was alive with all the miracles, He was unable to prove a

point to the centurions, but His death spoke volume to the Roman
soldiers.
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THE OLD AND THE NEW COVENANT

But when Christ appeared {as} a high priest of the good things to
come, {He entered} through the greater and more perfect tabernacle,
not made with hands, that is to say, not of this creation; and not
through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood,
He entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal
redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a
heifer sprinkling those who have been defiled sanctify for the
cleansing of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God,
cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since
a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that
were {committed} under the first covenant, those who have been
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. For where
a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who
made it. For a covenant is valid {only} when men are dead, for it is
never in force while the one who made it lives. Therefore even the
first {covenant} was not inaugurated without blood. For when every
commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people
according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats,
with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book
itself and all the people, saying, "This is the blood of the covenant
which God commanded you." And in the same way he sprinkled both
the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry with the blood. And
according to the Law, {one may} almost {say,} all things are cleansed
with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.
Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the
heavens to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly things
themselves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter
a holy place made with hands, a {mere} copy of the true one, but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; nor was
it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy
place year by year with blood that is not his own. Hebrew 9:11-25
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Jesus said, “I will destroy the temple and build it in three days.”
Proverbially, He was talking of His death and the resurrection from
the death three days after. His death marked the end of the old
covenant and His resurrection in glory ushered in the new covenant.
“For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death
of the testator. For a testament is of force after men are dead;
otherwise it of no strength at all while the testator liveth.”
(Hebrews 9:16-17) The old covenant was not perfect because it was
established with the token of imperfect man and it was fulfilled on
the imperfect offspring of an imperfect man, Jacob the Surplanter,
that formed the twelve tribes of Israel. That was why none was
found justified in it until Jesus Christ our justification came to
focus. The old imperfect nature of man in the old covenant is dead
and the new perfect nature of man in the new covenant resurrected
in glory. “So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in
corruption; it is raised in incorruption: It is sown in dishonour; it
is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: It is
sown in natural body,; it is raised a spiritual body...” (1

Corinthians 15:42-44)

But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, by as much as
He is also the mediator of a better covenant, which has been enacted
on better promises. For if that first {covenant} had been faultless,
there would have been no occasion sought for a second. For finding
fault with them, He says, "Behold, days are coming, says the Lord,
when | will effect a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah; not like the covenant which | made with their
fathers on the day when | took them by the hand to lead them out of
the land of Egypt; for they did not continue in my covenant, and | did
not care for them, says the Lord. "For this is the covenant that | will
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will
put my laws into their minds, and | will write them on their hearts.
And | will be their God, and they shall be my people. "And they shall
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not teach everyone his fellow citizen, and everyone his brother,
saying, 'Know the Lord,' for all will know me, from the least to the
greatest of them. "For | will be merciful to their iniquities, and | will
remember their sins no more." When He said, "A new {covenant,}"
He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete
and growing old is ready to disappear. Hebrew 8:7-13

The establishment of the New Covenant is the manifestation of the
faithfulness of God. In the Old Testament, the priest sought the face
of God on behalf of the people. Although the faithful shepherds of
God are still guiding and leading men in righteous unto God in the
New Testament, but there is now no intermediary between God and
man. Man can now worship God, directly, anywhere in spirit and
in truth, without the old ordinances of sprinkling of blood, before
the priest can enter into the Holy of Holies on behalf of the people.
Of a truth, the old covenant became obsolete due to imperfection of
man, however, the new covenant evolved to through a perfect Son
of Man who removed the imperfection of the old. The principle of
the old covenant is the structure pillar upon which the new covenant
is established after, in His love, He adjusted the rigidity and
imperfection of old. That was why Jesus Christ said, | did not come
to destroy the law but to fulfill it. “Think not that I am come to
destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfil.” (Matthew 5:17)

The Old Testament is about the covenant and the New Testament
is about covenant. The old covenant is to salvage the righteous from
the wicked world and preserve them and position them for the
blessing of God. The new covenant is also to save man through
grace and preserve him for the eternity of the righteous. The old
covenant demanded faithfulness and commitment as the term of the
covenant. “Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, S0 that you
may prosper in everything you do ...” (Deuteronomy 29:9) The
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new demanded for faithfulness in our covenant relationship with
Jesus Christ. “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear
fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye
abide in me. | am the vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in
me, and | in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me
ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a
branch, and is withered; and men gather them and cast them into
the fire, and the are burned. If ye abide in me, and my words abide
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. ”
(John 15:4-7)

The consideration of the old covenant is the token, that is the
foreskin of Abraham and his offspring, but the consideration of the
new covenant is not a token, it was whole life of Jesus Christ. That
is why it is being called the blood of the covenant because it
required the whole blood of Jesus Christ to establish it. Further,
token connotes representation, but whole is total, and it connotes
completion. The new is the completion of the covenant that God
made with Abraham in which God said through the seed of
Abraham all the nations of the earth will be blessed. That was why
Jesus Christ ended the covenant of mercy with a powerful
statement, “It is finished.” That is why man cannot go to the Father
except through Jesus Christ, ‘the covenant lamb’. That is why the
redeeming blood of Jesus Christ is one of the witness bearers of our
spiritual birth on earth. “There are three that bear witness in earth,
the Spirit, and the water, and the blood and these three agree in
one.” (I John 5:8)

The ordinances in the Old Testament were described as the shadow
of things to come. “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what
you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon
celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things that
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were to come;, the reality, however, is found in Christ.” (Colossians
2:17) If you don’t know the intricacies of the old you cannot know
and appreciate the simplicity of the new. The sacrificial ordinances
and the burnt offerings came to an end because the ultimate
sacrifices had been made. There is no need for sacrificial lamb for
sin offering because the blood of Jesus Christ marked the end of
atonement for sin offering of the whole world. The old was rigid
because it was a covenant made under the law of God. The new is
flexible because it is a covenant made under the love of God. The
old is about sprinkling blood for atonement but the new is about
spreading the good news about the love of God for redemption. The
old commandment under the old covenant was written on the
plaque of stone, which was broken in the hand of Moses when he
was emotionally broken down as a result of the sins of the people
of God. According to the prayer of Moses that says, “The Lord
your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your
descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and will
all your soul and live,” (Deuteronomy 30:6) the law of God in the
new covenant was written in the heart of flesh so that the precept of
God will be alive with us as long as we live.

In the old covenant a nation was carved out to be blessed of God,
in the new covenant, the whole world was engrafted in the blessing
of God. The old covenant was made for peculiar people, a holy
nation carved out of the crooked world to be the apple of the eyes
of God. The new covenant was made for who-so-ever-will-may-
come—that is the whole world, and the believers are the apple of
the eyes of God. “And these signs will accompany those who
believe: In my name they will drive our demons; they will speak in
new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when
they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place
their hands of sick people, and they will get well.” (Mark 16:17-18)
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The old covenant has no door, through which man may come to
God, but Jesus Christ is the door of the new covenant, “I am the
way, the truth and life, no man cometh to the father but by me.”
(John 14:6)

'Then | took your father Abraham from beyond the River, and led
him through all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his descendants
and gave him Isaac. 'To Isaac | gave Jacob and Esau, and to Esau |
gave Mount Seir to possess it; but Jacob and his sons went down
to Egypt. 'Then | sent Moses and Aaron, and | plagued Egypt by
what | did in its midst; and afterward | brought you out. 'l brought
your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; and Egypt
pursued your fathers with chariots and horsemen to the Red
Sea. 'But when they cried out to the LORD, He put darkness
between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them and
covered them; and your own eyes saw what | did in Egypt. And you
lived in the wilderness for a long time. 'Then | brought you into the
land of the Amorites who lived beyond the Jordan, and they fought
with you; and | gave them into your hand, and you took possession
of their land when | destroyed them before you. 'Then Balak the son
of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and fought against Israel, and he sent
and summoned Balaam the son of Beor to curse you. 'But | was not
willing to listen to Balaam. So he had to bless you, and | delivered
you from his hand. 'You crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho;
and the citizens of Jericho fought against you, {and} the Amorite
and the Perizzite and the Canaanite and the Hittite and the
Girgashite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. Thus | gave them into your
hand. 'Then | sent the hornet before you and it drove out the two
kings of the Amorites from before you, {but} not by your sword or
your bow. 'l gave you a land on which you had not labored, and
cities which you had not built, and you have lived in them; you are
eating of vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.' "Now,
therefore, fear the LORD and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and
put away the gods which your fathers served beyond the River and
in Egypt, and serve the LORD. "If it is disagreeable in your sight to
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serve the LORD, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve:
whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the
River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but
as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD." The people
answered and said, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the
LORD to serve other gods; for the LORD our God is He who brought
us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of
bondage, and who did these great signs in our sight and preserved
us through all the way in which we went and among all the peoples
through whose midst we passed. "The LORD drove out from before
us all the peoples, even the Amorites who lived in the land. We also
will serve the LORD, for He is our God." Joshua 24:3-18

The natural branch of old, Israel, was in the covenant relationship
with God. The covenant separated her from the then crooked
generation. Covenant elevated them above her peers in the comity
of nations. Because of covenant, their welfare became the
responsibility of God. That was why He parted the Red Sea for
them to walk into safety on a dry land in the ocean. It was the reason
why manners were provided for them in the course of their forty-
year journey in the wilderness. It was the reason why He provided
water for them from the rock to quench their thirst in the wilderness.
Covenanted relationship was the reason why the enemies of
Israelites became the enemies of God. With pillar of cloud, He
maintained a safety distance between His children and the enemies,
because the pillar of cloud became darkness to the enemies to
confound them but at the same time, made light available to the
Israelites in order to give them room to operate. Covenant turned
the civilians that were delivered from the hands of taskmasters in
Egypt to mighty warriors that conquered many kingdoms and
dethroned many kings before they got to the Promise land. It was
because of covenant that the battles of the righteous seed of
Abraham became the Lord’s battle. The Lord’s faithfulness to the
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covenant was the reason why the Lord led in the battle of Jericho.
(Joshua 5:13-15) And God turned the enemies of His children into
plunders, and they inherited the wealth of the heathens. When they
went astray and broke the covenant as a result of sin of idolatry and
were dispersed into captivity in the four corners of the earth, the
unmerited favor of the oath in the covenant located the remnant of
the Israelites and gathered them to the land He promised their
forefather, Abraham.

We have a better covenant. And what made it better is a new order
of salvation of man became established. In the old covenant,
salvation was contingent upon the performance of work, but in the
new covenant it was only contingent on receiving the finished work
of the Cross by faith through grace without any work on our part.
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no
one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9) The parable of the Great Super
(Luke 14:16-21)—some were invited to the super, but they gave
excuses—but the master was angry about their lame excuses and he
directed that the servants should go out to the street and bring in the
people that were available but were not previously invited. The
new covenant had provided an avenue where the whole world can
enter into the divine rest of God. Salvation through Jesus Christ had
been the divine vehicle that leads us to the covenant relationship
with God. If you are not in covenant relationship with God, it means
you are outside the range of His blessing and protection. It means
you cannot confidently call Him my God, neither can He identify
you as his people. This is the reason why you should strive hard
today, to enter into His rest through the narrow door with total
commitment and remain in covenant with Him until you see Him
face-to-face in His kingdom.
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REFLECT ON THIS!

One important question that is at the tip of every mouth of person
that has read this book is: “What is in the blood?” The importance
of blood transcends its amber color and its flowing nature in the
vein of man. Scientifically, blood was classified as red blood cells
and white cells. It is made of cells that contain liquid protein or
plasma. Where does it originate? How does it get into the system of
all living things? Who ordered its functions within the system of
mankind? The obvious answer to all these question is simply, “Its
beyond human understanding.” An indisputable fact we got from
the Scripture is that God created man in His own image. “God
created man in his own image ...” (Genesis 1:27) “And the LORD
God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his
nostrils_the breath of life; and man became a living soul.”
(Genesis 2:7) The breath of life that man received in his lung is a
piece of God in humanity. “For the life of the flesh is in the blood
...” (Leviticus 17:11) Another thing that we know about blood is
that it always shuttles between the heart and lung organs through
the pulmonary circulation to receive the touch of life from the
breath of Almighty God to join the main distribution line in the
circulatory system of man after the lung has absorbed peaceful and
refreshing breath of life that we called oxygen.

Consider this also, the cell of the blood does have legs and does not
possess wings. How could it move around within the veins and
arteries of our body? The persuasive answer to this question is that
the power of God empowers it movement. The breath of life that
the blood received from the lung has a mission in the life of every
man. The mission is to keep all the organs within our body alive
by serving them with oxygen and other nutrients from the
nourishing food we eat to the cells of our body to live.
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The blood is an enforcer of the divine ordinance of living that God
breathed into the life of mankind. The blood, as a servant of God in
the life of man always cleanse itself whenever it is passing through
the man’s kidney. The toxins or poison in blood called urea acid
are then collected in the bladder and ejected out of our body when
we urinate. Unhealthy blood will certainly bring sickness that can
lead to the death to its host. That is why we hear about sickle cell
disease, high blood or low blood pressure or other blood related
diseases in human beings. All the organs in the body of man are
unwittingly cleansed by the efficiency of the clean and hard-
working blood that is ministering to those organs.

This should be a thought-provoking lesson for all the servants of
God. Servants of God must be living their servanthood life above
board. Like each of the cells of blood, the servants of God must live
and serve God and humanity with clean hands and pure hearts.
They must yield to the ordinance of cleansing that the word of God
prescribed for them for the purpose of excellent services they are
required to render for the glory of God. “And Moses brought
Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water. And he poured
of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to
sanctify him. (Leviticus 8:6,12) “Who shall ascend into the hill of
the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the
LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.” (Psalm
24:3-5) Clean hands and pure heart is synonymous to holiness
which of course was the ultimate desire of God for anointing and
sanctification processes required of the priest of the Old Testament.
Any uncleanliness be it physical or spiritual should not be traced to
the servants of God, because they are required to serve God
perfectly and excellently.
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At every stage of covenant involving God with man, there is always
the engagement of blood in establishing the covenant. When God
established the relationship of marriage between Adam and Eve,
even though no animal was killed. As the Almighty God removed
the bone from the rib of Adam, for the creation of Eve, the first
woman, obviously blood manifested in the divine surgical
procedure and blood was engaged in the perfection of Eve’s
creation. A relationship between Adam and Eve known to children
of God as covenant of marriage was birthed into existence. No
wonder, when Adam woke up and beheld the glory of perfection of
the creation of Eve, he quickly assented to the covenant and took
ownership of Eve. He said, “This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken
out of Man.” (Genesis 2:23)

The covenant between God and Abraham was established through
the blood covenant. “And he said, Lord GOD, whereby shall 1
know that | shall inherit it? And he said unto him, Take me an
heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a
ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. And
he took unto him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid
each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. And
it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark,
behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed
between those pieces. In the same day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given this land ...”
(Genesis 15:8-10, 17-18)

During the first Passover feast of the Israelites in Egypt, the
similitude of the covenant of salvation that God made with His
people in the Old Covenant was made with the blood. “... Your
lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall
take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: And ye shall keep it
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up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall Kill it in the evening.
And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts
and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat
it.” _“And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses
where ye are: and when | see the blood, I will pass over you, and
the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when | smite the
land of Egypt. (Exodus 12:5-7, 13)

In the old Temple of God, there are two compartments named the
Holy Place and the Holy of Holies. God commanded that the Ark
of Covenant should be specifically placed in the Holy of Holies.
The Priest always go into the Holy of Holies with the blood of
animal once in a year to make sacrifice to atone for his sin and for
the sins of the people of God. “But only the high priest ever entered
the Most Holy Place, and only once a year. And he always offered
blood for his own sins and for the sins the people had committed in
ignorance.” (Hebrews 9:7 NLT) And he shall take of the blood of
the bullock, and sprinkle it with his finger upon the mercy seat
eastward; and before the mercy seat shall he sprinkle of the blood
with his finger seven times. (Leviticus 16:14) The Mercy Seat is
upon the Ark of Covenant between the two Cherubim that faced
each other. God commanded that the mercy seat must always be
consecrated and made holy by the sprinkled blood of the sacrificial
animals. It is from above the mercy seat that God is speaking and
communing with His people. The mercy seat is meeting place of
God with man in the Temple. “And there I will meet with thee, and
I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat, from between
the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all
things which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of
Israel.” (Exodus 25:22)
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So Christ has now become the High Priest over all the good
things that have come. He has entered that greater, more
perfect Tabernacle in heaven, which was not made by human
hands and is not part of this created world. With his own
blood—not the blood of goats and calves—he entered the Most
Holy Place once for all time and secured our redemption
forever.” Under the old system, the blood of goats and bulls
and the ashes of a heifer could cleanse people’s bodies from
ceremonial impurity. Just think how much more the blood of
Christ will purify our consciences from sinful deeds so that we
can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal
Spirit, Christ offered himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for
our sins. (Hebrew 9:11-14 NLT)

Christ, the sinless Son of God is our High Priest of the New
Testament. When He died on the Cross of Calvary, He entered the
Holy of Holies, the greater and more perfect Tabernacle in Heaven.
Once and for all, He offered His own blood as sacrifice for our sins
on the Cross. Before He died, “... he said, 1t is finished: and he
bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.” (John 19:30) This
suggests that the purpose of His coming to this world had been
accomplished. His atoning blood of sacrifice has sealed the deal of
the salvation of mankind by His death on the Cross. There is now a
highway to Heaven, high above the gulf hell fire and anchored to
the Throne of Grace in the presence of the Living God in Heaven.
The repented sinners can now journey through this highway unto
the King of Glory. Death had been swallowed up in victory.

In the judgment of God upon the archenemy of man, the Devil, at

the beginning, God said, “And I will put enmity between thee and

the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy

head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. ” (Genesis 3:15) The bruising

of the heel of the Seed of the woman God was iterating figuratively

that in the shedding of the blood of the Seed of the woman, victory
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of man’s salvation will be made manifest. In the same vein, the
bruising of the head of the serpent judgment of God that spelt
destruction against the archenemy of man had been accomplished.

“Now when someone leaves a will, it is necessary to prove that the
person who made it is dead. The will goes into effect only after the
person’s death.” (Hebrews 9:16-17) It is a common practice in the
legal administration system of man, that a will of a man cannot be
effective and be read by his lawyer and be distributed to the
beneficiaries, until the prove of the death of the testator or the
person who made the will is established. No one distributes the will
of a testator when he is still alive. The certainty and the
confirmation of the historical information that the sinless blood of
the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, has been shed on the Cross of
Calvary, established that the judgment of the sins of mankind had
been satisfied. The Son of Man had borne the price of our sins and
the devastating burden of the judgment of our sins had been lifted
off mankind. As the blood of animal was speaking deliverance and
forgiveness to the people of God in the Old Testament, the better
covenant of the precious blood of Jesus Christ is speaking salvation
into the life of believers all over the world under the New
Testament. Many animals were sacrificed each time, every year for
the atonement of the sins of priest and the people of God in the
Temple of Moses, but one time sacrifice of the blood of Jesus Christ
on Calvary tree is sufficient and satisfied the redemption of the sin
of mankind from the beginning of ages to eternity under the
covenant of mercy in the New Testament. The blood of Jesus
Christ is still speaking peace between God and man in
reconciliation. The blood is still speaking deliverance to the
spiritually oppressed sinners. If you turn to God today and tap into
the blood that flow from the Rugged Cross, you will benefit from
the grace of salvation that the Blood of Covenant had extended to

you through faith. Taste Christ and see for yourself!
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on This! Series 12. If you would like to establish
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, please pray the prayer in the box below. Please
note that you are about to make the most important decision in your life. Please pay attention
to details.

Lord Jesus Christ,

| know that you are the Son of Living God. You died for me on the Cross. | know
that | have sinned in my thoughts, words and actions. There are so many good
things | failed to do. There are so many sinful things | have done. | confess all my
wrongdoings and | am truly sorry for my sinful life. | now turn away from everything
that your word pointed to me to be sinful. Have mercy upon me, O Lord and forgive
me all my sins. You gave your life as a ransom for my soul; | gratefully give my life
to you. | humbly invite you to come into my life as my Savior to redeem me, and as
my Friend to be with me forever. My Lord and my King, | will serve you all the
remaining years of my life in complete obedience to your words, in Jesus name,
Amen.

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of mind, rest
assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you now. We also join the
heavenly host to rejoice with you and we say, “You are welcome to the fold
of believers.” There are important things you must know and the steps you
have to take. The author of this book is a member of Deeper Life Bible
Church but please get in contact with any Bible Believing Living Church
near you where you can truly serve the Lord in truth and in spirit in order to
learn and know more about the love of God.

Please fill your name and the date of your decision in the Decision Page
at the next page. It is important you give us feedback for the purpose of
follow up. Please feel free to write to us so that we can send you some
materials that will help you in your Christian walk.
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DECISION PAGE

PN [0 [ = o ———

E-mail Address

Hereby confess by faith today (Date)
that Jesus Christ is the Son of Living God. He died for me on the Cross of Calvary
and | am redeemed with His precious blood. | wholeheartedly repented my sins
and | believed that the Heavenly Father has forgiven me my sins. | am now
counted among the righteous as one of the children of God through the special
adoption by His blood. | begin my Christian journey in the newness of life
observing His precepts according to the word of God each day of my life until |
see Him face to face in Heaven.

Beloved of the Lord,

Please make photocopy of this page for all those who have accepted Jesus
Christ as their Savior through this ministry and mail it to us at the address
below for the purpose of follow-up as well as a feedback about the faithfulness
of God in our ministry.

Michael A. Eleyinafe
Christ Light Bearers Inc.
P. 0. Box 141, New York, NY 10163
www.christlightbearers.org
e-mail: mike@christlightbearers.org
Tel. No. (718) 825-6564
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