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FOREWORD 

 

 

Many times in our desperate pursuit to attain the rewards of diligently 

serving Almighty God, we lose sight of the warning He gave us in His 

Word, “My ways are not your ways.” God will continue to do what He 

wants to do, when He wants to do it. And this will come despite anyone’s 

permission. 

 

The key activity for we the believers to engage in is to properly align 

ourselves with God and the moving and operation of His Spirit. God 

knows truly what He’s doing, and most times we don’t. Michael A. 

Eleyinafe has effectively revived that area in us that has become numb in 

our approach to know God’s ways, and not just His acts. 

 

I challenge you to not just read this book as a regular text, but to apply the 

principle and truth that God Himself will always operate in a realm that 

exists “Beyond Human Reasoning.” 

 

 

Dr. John Tetsola, Pastor 

Ecclesia Word Ministries International 



PREAMBLE 

 

There are times you journey on in the road of life not actually knowing 

where you are going, but you have a strong desire to continue on the 

journey without looking back, until you come across somebody whom you 

ask, “where does this road lead?”  This was the situation that gave birth to 

this book.  As far back as 1988 I had a big burden in my heart, a burden 

that I cannot explain to anybody. A burden to reach out to the world 

around me with the Word of God in the form of writing.  I tried to dismiss 

the idea because of my various shortcomings.  I have never had any 

Christian ministry training in my life— not to talk of being a pastor of a 

church or an evangelist.  I asked myself several times, “What are you 

going to write on and how are you going to put it down?” 
 

Any time I meditated in the Word of God, I had a feeling that the 

passage was somehow expounded in my mind as to the message that God 

wanted me to understand. I would have a picture of a befitting illustration 

that could perfectly suit the passage I read imprinted in my mind.  I started 

jotting them down little by little.  
 

One day as my Christian brethren and I were discussing general 

Christian experiences in life, I narrated my experiences during meditation 

in the Word of God.  “This is an inspiration,” Brother John exclaimed.  

“This is for a purpose, I believe.  I want you to take it seriously.  Who 

knows?  God may plan to use this revelation to save one soul, like Paul.”  

Sister Victoria cut in, “Please be writing them down as God gives you the 

understanding.  You never know.  A book may come out of it for the glory 

of God.” 

 

This book is the result of the encouragement from these blessed 

children of God.  I do not know the particular need this book may meet in 

your life, but I pray that you may experience the gospel of Jesus Christ 

anew in this book.  And if you are the only soul that God has planned to 

save, as Brother John Odusote has said, that brought about the existence of 

this book, I sincerely thank God for your life. But please remember the 

world of Gentiles around you.  As Paul shook the whole world with the 

gospel of Jesus Christ, I want you to shake the Gentiles of our time and 

bring Godliness into existence in their lives.   

 

May God bless you abundantly as you read this book, in Jesus' Name.  

Amen. 



 

- 9 - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
PA 

 
 

      Chapter One:     In the Beginning  .. .. .. 11 
 

Chapter Two:    The Calling of a Faithful Man .. .. 18 

 

Chapter Three:  Jacob: The Pivot of Blessing .. .. 25 

 

Chapter Four:    Egypt: The Childhood of Israel .. 38 

 

Chapter Five:    The Birth of the King .. .. .. 58 

 

Chapter Six:  The Mission of Mercy .. .. 66 

 

Chapter Seven:  Church: His Kingdom on Earth .. 84 

     Criticism .. .. .. .. ..        121 

     Selfishness .. .. .. .. ..        122 

     Pulling Our or Fighting it out .. ..        123 

                Discrimination .. .. .. ..        124 

                Lack of Encouragement Among Youth ..        126 

                Positive Response  .. .. ..         ..        127 

   

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Beyond Human Reasoning 

- 10 - 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

- 11 - 

 

 

CHAPTER ONE 

 

IN THE BEGINNING 

 

In the beginning God came to the rescue of the formless earth which 

was filled with darkness. The light of creation broke up the darkness into 

oblivion and the beauty of the earth was revealed. God remarked that the 

light was good. 

 

The atmosphere was peaceful at the beginning of creation, right in the 

center where the Word of God created the whole universe.  Although this 

peace was not mentioned in the first book of the Bible, it is the mystery 

behind the creation.  The processes of creation as we can read in Genesis 

are extraordinary.  God spoke the words “Let there be . . .,” and instantly 

the desire of Almighty God would be transformed into a living substance, 

mighty in size and marvelous in outlook according to the Word that He 

spoke. There was complete harmony and order with the Word spoken by 

God and the awesome things that followed the Word.  In the book of John 

1:1-2, the Bible says “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was 

with God and the Word was God.”  The Apostle Paul, in his epistle to the 

brethren in Colossians, testified that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Word which 

was with God at the beginning, created all things. “. . . for by Him were all 

things created, that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 

whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 

things were created by him and for him: and he is before all things ...” 

Colossians 1:15-17(KJV).  It was revealed unto Prophet Isaiah that our 

Lord Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace.  (Isaiah 9:6) 

 

We can conclude here, through divine revelation in the above Bible 

passages, that our Lord Jesus Christ the Light of the world, who is also the 

Word of God, the Prince of Peace, was with the Almighty at the beginning 

of creation and that peace and harmony between them brought about the 

perfect work of creation. 

 

Among all the creatures created, there is none that was more highly 

esteemed by God than mankind.  God did not create man the way other 

creatures on earth were created.  Although His spoken Word could bring 

man into existence, God specially created man in a unique way, in His own 
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image, because of the good intentions He had toward man and in order that 

He may meet the fulfillment of those intentions. 

 

a. God planned His creation— when God said in Genesis 1:26 (“Let 

us make man in our image after our likeness; and let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the fowl of the air and 

over the cattle and over all the earth ...”), Let us is language of 

unity.  It is a language of reasoning together.  It is also a language 

of planning.  It was not impossible for the Creator of Heaven and 

Earth to ‘speak’ man into existence, but God chose to create man. 

God opened a dialogue with His Word that was with Him at the 

beginning about the form and characteristics of what man would be 

and the purpose why man should justify the unique creation were 

clearly stated.   

 

b. Man was formed (created) in the image of God out of the dust of 

the ground and He breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 

man became a living soul (Genesis 1:27; 2:7).  Image here does not 

represent the arrangement of man’s skeletal structure, shape, facial 

appearance or size.  It does not represent our complexion or any 

other image according to human reasoning and feelings.  Out of the 

dust of the ground, from shapeless matter, from formless particles, 

from nothing to something, from nothing to a human being, a 

reasoning being with all complexity, that is only known and 

understood by God, in all Godliness tendencies, in all the blessed 

attributes of Almighty God, in an immortal body and incorruptible 

image, God created man for His glory and according to His divine 

plan. God created man in His image as an appointed ambassador 

that man may continue dwelling in His light and depend on the 

sustaining energy of the Light of God. 

 

c. God did not want man to be roaming about on earth like all other 

beasts and fowls He had created.  Imagine the thoughtfulness of 

God. He did not create man to be a migrating creature (as the 

season change) like birds. He did not put man in the field like 

animals to roam about.  God specifically provided an abode for 

man (Adam), a fortress, a place of comfort and all that man would 

need to nurture and sustain his life were made available at creation 

in the Garden of Eden. 
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d. God blessed man and made him to have dominion over all earthly 

creatures (Genesis 1:28).  God brought other beasts and fowls 

which He formed from the ground to Adam so that he might give 

them names (Genesis 2:19-20) in fulfillment of His plan that man 

might have dominion over all earthly creatures. 

 

e. God gave Adam a commandment that “..  of every tree of the 

garden thou mayest freely eat: but of the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest 

thereof thou shalt surely die” (Genesis 2:16-17).  Some described 

this commandment as the limitation of man at creation, but beloved 

I tell you that it is the revelation of the secret of peace and 

orderliness that exist in Heaven.  “Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in Heaven.”  When God rules, the inhabitants of Heaven obey.  

This is the image God has created in man since the beginning.  The 

sun has never failed to produce light during the day, neither moon 

and stars ever failed to rule the night.  The oceans have never dried 

up against the commandment given to it at creation and the 

vegetation has never failed in bringing forth their beautiful flowers 

and seeds according to their own kind.  The sustaining oxygen has 

never ceased, the course and destination of the wind that blows 

hither and thither have never been revealed to anyone, and yet we 

witness the glory of God therein.  The only creature that failed the 

test of obedience is man himself.    

 

f. The love that God had for Adam being a creature in the image of 

Himself is unparalleled.  His wonderful thoughtfulness at creation 

(that it was not good that Adam should be alone) and promise to 

make him a helpmeet (Genesis 1:18) was one of the evidences of 

His love for man.  The attributes of God that demonstrate unity 

brought about the creation of Eve as a helpmeet for Adam.  This 

promise was fulfilled in Genesis 1:22.  

 

The atmosphere was peaceful.  God had given man the commandment 

and pronounced His blessing upon him.  Man was seen without blemish.  

No other God was beside the Almighty God in the life of Adam and Eve.  

There was an aura of peace and love between them.  At the cool of the day 

God Himself would come to fellowship with them.  Adam and Eve were 

observing the commandment and doing the will of God with ease.   
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Adam occupied himself with the responsibilities of dominionship over 

all the other creatures according to God’s wish and Eve was busy with her 

helpmeet responsibilities.  Then Satan the intruder came with his gadgets 

of deceit to reverse the order of things. 

 

God, the highest authority, gave commandment to Adam concerning 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden, that they should 

not eat it.  From the conversation between Eve and the deadly serpent, it 

was clear that Adam in turn had commanded Eve not to eat from this tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil.  A serpent in its true form, as a cold-

blooded animal, is under the dominion of man. God is not an author of 

confusion.  He did not make anything or animal an adviser of man.   

 

Just imagine what must have been the reaction of Eve when a serpent 

(in its literal form) which she had regularly seen in the Garden of Eden and 

had never known to have talked, started talking in the language that Eve 

was able to understand.  Definitely, she must have been startled and 

curious. Perhaps Eve who was at this moment seeing things in ordinary 

human point of view instead of God's point of view was completely carried 

away with surprise. Please note again that Satan had possessed the serpent, 

a lesser animal to man in the line of authority, to deceive Eve who 

consequently was the younger member of the family of Adam, who must 

have taken lightly the grievous consequence of disobeying the 

commandment of God.  She lightly mentioned death as the consequence, if 

she ate the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, but Satan, 

through the serpent, told her that she would not die.  And for the first time 

in the history of mankind, Eve reversed the line of authority by taking 

directives from the serpent that she was to rule. Adam, to whom the 

commandment was given directly, who should have known better, did not 

see anything wrong in what Eve had done. Therefore, he also reversed the 

line of authority when he accepted and ate of the fruit of the tree. 

 

A sleeping bat can best describe the situation of man in the Garden of 

Eden after Satan penetrated in to the garden of peace.  A bat is an animal 

that flies in the night and sleeps during the day.  Any time I come across a 

sleeping bat in the afternoon, that hangs with its hind legs on the branch of 

tree and turned upside down, the first thing that comes to my mind is “this 

is quite odd and seems dangerous.”  I have this feeling because I am 

standing upright and it appears that the pressure of its weight upon its legs 

will be too much.  Again, I feel if a man should hang his legs on a branch 
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We all know that righteousness is of God and wickedness or 

sinfulness is of Satan.  These are two instruments of decision 

that militate against spiritual well being of mankind.  The 

battleground of these two is the heart of man. 

of a high tree like that for a long time, it will be too painful for him to bear 

and he may eventually fall from the tree and be seriously injured. 

 

The same sort of thing happened when the line of authority was 

reversed in the Garden of Eden. It was as if man was turned upside down.  

God our Creator who is always upright looked upon the life of man as 

spiritually odd and dangerous because of the pressure of the weight of our 

sin upon our spiritual life. 

 

When man was upright like God, he was not afraid of Him.  But when 

man set aside the commandment of God and yielded to the deceit of Satan, 

man started keeping distance from his Creator.  This sin had created a 

mighty gulf between man and his Creator.  God could not come near us 

because His dwelling place is not in the stinking sin of mankind and at the 

same time, man was so ashamed of his acts, he was unable to come near 

God.  Even today, some are plagued with a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

feeling:  “my sins are too much, I do not think that God can forgive me if I 

come to Him.”  The nature of man has not since changed.  But the 

Righteous God has since, with an open hand, been waiting patiently for us 

to come to Him in repentance. 

 

We all know that righteousness is of God and wickedness or sinfulness 

is of Satan.  These are two instruments of decision that militate against the 

spiritual well being of mankind.  And the battleground is the heart of man. 

 At this crossroad a decision must be made.  The nature of flesh is the 

nature of sin.  The nature of sin is in the outlook, appealing or tempting 

and desire, just as it was during the day of Adam and Eve.  “When the 

woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the 

eye and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it”  

Genesis 3:6 (NIV).  It is not everything that looks good in outlook that is 

good for our spiritual growth.  The crispy outlook of fried shrimps and 

lobsters with a jumbo sized hamburger or pizza may be appealing in 

outlook but the nutritionists described them as ‘junk foods.’  Some of those 
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things that are appealing to us may be spiritual poisons and the desire of 

man’s heart may be an illusion and it may lead him to his destruction. 

 

At this point of decision-making in the life of a child of God, two 

options come into mind: to do what is right or wrong.  Any time you 

choose to do what is right, you have unconsciously reaffirmed yourself as a 

righteous child of God in His presence.  Heaven will rejoice and you will 

have peace deep down in your heart, that you have done the right thing, 

even if the people around you are calling you a fool. The righteousness 

brings you closer to the presence of Almighty God and the perfection that 

the Spirit of God works in you will be improved upon.  A portion of 

spiritual detergent will be added to your spiritual garment to make it whiter 

and spotless in preparation for that glorious day, because you have made 

God the Lord of your soul.  It would be the other way round in the camp of 

unrighteous if you choose to follow the desire of flesh. 

 

God is always mindful of man, but man does not mind God.  God 

honored man so much at the beginning and this reflected in the meticulous 

way He created him, but man did not honor God in that when the intruder 

came, man left the Creator in order to take directive from creature, despite 

the love and blessings He bestowed on man at creation.  Man failed the test 

of dominionship over self, failed the test of control over his helpmeet Eve 

and finally failed the test of choice and chose to die instead of live. 

 

Imagine what must have been the feeling of Almighty God at the 

dramatic and ugly event.  God has talked and His Words changeth not.  

“For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth 

not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh is bring forth bud, that it 

may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: so shall my word be, 

that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it 

shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing 

whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:10-11 (KJV)) 

 

God gave Adam a commandment and the consequences of its violation. 

 Adam and Eve violated it and the wrath of God descended upon them.  

The judgment was so heavy but it was according to the consequence of 

violation of the law.  No matter how heavy the judgment may seem to be, 

it still passed through the meadow of His mercy.  God had said “the day 

you eat out of it thou shall die.”  That day Adam and Eve and their 

generation yet unborn died spiritually in that the perfect spiritual nature of 



 

- 17 - 

 

man had been contaminated.  An incorruptible body that God gave man at 

the beginning became corrupted.  From then on, the life of man became 

miserable.  Man was shown the way out of the garden.  Man who was 

reaping what God had ‘sown’ in the Garden of Eden would now have to till 

and toil before he finds his daily bread.  And the rat race, which is the 

survival of the fittest, commenced. 

 

This was the plan of Satan— that man may fall from the glorious grace 

of God in the Garden of Eden to the piteous grass and he accomplished this 

when he successfully deceived man into violating the law of God.  It did 

not end there.  The event marked the beginning of Satan’s end because, 

there, God first mentioned figuratively that the Messiah, who is the seed of 

the woman, would break Satan’s head and whose heel the serpent would 

strike. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Personal Reflection Points 

 

1. Since God is perfect, is He not aware of what Satan can do?  Why was 

this not foreseen and taken care of? 

 

2. Why did God allow the tree of knowledge of good and evil to grow in 

the Garden of Eden since He did not want Adam and Eve to eat from 

the fruit? 

 

3. Why did Satan tempt Eve the younger family member of Adam? 
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CHAPTER TWO 

 

THE CALLING OF A FAITHFUL MAN 

 

"Now the Lord had said unto Abram, get thee out of thy 

country and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 

unto a land that I will shew thee.  And I will make of thee a 

great nation and I will bless thee and make thy name great and 

thou shalt be a blessing.  And I will bless them that bless thee 

and curse him that curseth thee and in thee shall all families of 

the earth shall be blessed".  Genesis 12:1-3 (KJV)   "And the 

Lord said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him. 

 Lift up now thine eyes and look from the place where thou art 

northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward, for 

all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it and to thy 

seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth 

so that if a man can number the dust of the earth then shall thy 

seed also be numbered".  Genesis 13:14-16 (KJV)                

 

After the fall of man, God yet sought for a man who could stand before 

Him.  Abel, the direct descendant of Adam, who found favor in the sight of 

God in his offering, was murdered by his brother, Cain.  (Genesis 4:8)  

Enoch was in record of people who walked uprightly and faithfully in the 

sight of God.  He was the first man on earth who did not see death.  

(Genesis 5:24). After the taking up of Enoch, Noah came into focus.  Noah 

walked faithfully and obediently in the sight of God.  It was reported of 

him that he was ". . . a just man and perfect in his generation . . ."  

(Genesis 6:9)  When the wickedness of man was at its peak, before the 

flood, God told Noah that He would destroy the people with the flood.  But 

God Almighty who always has provision for His upright children decided 

to carry out His divine project of protection for those He planned to save 

through Noah.  And God gave him the commandment to build an ark 

according to His planned specifications and measurements.  Noah did 

according to all that God commanded him.  (Genesis 6:22).  This family of 

God went into the ark with all the beasts and other living things that God 

commanded him to bring into the ark, and the flood began.  God preserved 

them until there was a dry land again and Noah offered burnt offerings 

unto the Lord. 
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Any time I read about these great men of faith in the Bible, I always 

wonder why God did not make His covenant with men like Enoch who 

walked with God and did not see death, or like Noah who walked so 

faithfully and obediently with God, who saw the end of a wicked 

generation and whose family formed the foundation of the new generation. 

 These men had been tested and found faithful before God Almighty, yet 

His covenant was not made with the experienced men of faith.  God uses 

the foolish things of this world to confound the wise.  God deals with men 

with pliable and willing spirit, just like babies with open arms ready to be 

hugged. God manifests His power and glory through the yield-minded 

men. 

 

God called Abram (later Abraham) to get out of his country among his 

kindred and from his father’s house unto the land He would show him.  Put 

yourself in the position of Abram here in order to clearly understand the 

mind of God.  Abram had been living all along among his people.  He had 

been building around this family since his youth.  He made friends and 

established a strong family ties in Ur of Chaldees.  And yet God told him 

to leave his kindred and go to that place He would show him.  It would be 

better for a person that is traveling to a far country to have a inclination of 

what he is going to do in that country.  However, in the case of Abram, he 

did not have the knowledge of the ambassadorial calling of Almighty God. 

 Abram, like any rational thinking human being, had a choice: a choice to 

ignore the calling of Almighty God, and decide to stay in Ur of Chaldees 

among his kindred and lose the blessings promised by God, a choice to 

refuse to follow the God’s directive and say within himself that “how can I 

leave my relatives to go to that place?” He also had a choice to be obedient 

and take God at His Word. He chose to obey.  Today we are the 

beneficiaries of the righteous decision of Abram. This great calling did not 

come without blessings attached to it.  God promised Abram that He would 

make him a great nation . . . and in him the families of the earth will be 

blessed.   

 

Abram, the father of faith, did not think of the uncertainties he was 

going to meet in the land of Canaan and without hesitation, he led his 

family out amongst his kindred and out of his father’s house to the land of 

Canaan as directed by God.  And in the land of Canaan God renewed His 

promises to Abram.   
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The obedience of Abram, in answer to the calling of God to 

sojourn in Canaan symbolizes the continuation of the training 

of dominionship that Adam could not complete in Eden. 

At this moment, I want you to pause a bit and think about the reason 

why God wanted Abram to leave his father’s house and his kindred and 

travel to a far country and sojourn there.  Let us go back to the beginning 

and think of the great plan and love He had for man at the point of 

creation. God did not create man so that man could rebel against Him.  He 

created him to be godly in all respects. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

He created us so that He could fellowship with us the way He was 

accustomed to with Adam before their disobedience.  He created us so that 

we could be called God’s people and so that we may live for the glory of 

the Almighty God.  This type of relationship was lacking between man and 

God since the rebellious of Adam.  Disobedience was the first sin of man, 

therefore God had to start with man from the point where the first man 

failed.  The obedience of Abram in answering to the call of God 

symbolized the continuation of the training of dominionship that Adam 

could not complete in Eden.  Self-denial was the positive attribute that 

manifested in the life of Abram and indicated that he was ready for the 

master’s work.  The plan of God in the life of Abram and his mission in 

Canaan were unfolded in the promise of blessing unto Abram.  The work 

of salvation through the Messiah according to His promise could not be 

accomplished through the then crooked generation, and hence the reason 

why God wanted Abram to leave his people and go to where he would be 

able to raise a ideal generation that was after God’s heart, a generation that 

would be called God’s people, a people that would be under the direct 

guidance of Almighty God, and a generation that would be in total 

obedience to the statutes of God.  (Exodus 19:5-6,  Deutronomy 14:2, 

Psalms 78:52-53) 

 

One thing that was very unique about Abraham was that he was noted 

for depending on God’s ‘directives’ and not on what his mind dictated.  

This can be evidenced from his responses to the following directives of 

God: when he was asked to leave his kindred and go to where God would 

lead him, when God changed his name and the name of his wife 

(Genesis17:5, 15), when God required that the flesh of the foreskin of 
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himself and the seed after him be circumcised as a token of the covenant 

between God and him (Genesis17:10-11, 23), and when God asked him to 

hearken to the voice of his wife Sarah to send away Hagar, the bond 

woman and Ishmael, the natural firstborn of Abraham (Genesis 21:12 and 

14).   

 

The spiritual qualities that were absent in the life of Adam were 

abundant in the life of Abraham and therefore he was a useful spiritual 

instrument in the hand of God.  Abraham demonstrated that he was an 

unparalleled humble peacemaker who sacrificed “the elder has priority to 

choose first” tradition on the altar of peace in order that peace may reign 

supreme between him and his brother Lot. This happened when Lot chose 

the plain of Jordan that was well watered every where and Abraham 

continued to dwell in the land of Canaan.  A well-watered land indicates 

the quality of land for rearing animals.  Genesis 13:8-10.  There was no 

obvious personal conflicts between Abraham and Lot, but there was strife 

between their herdmen according to the Word of God, because of their 

great substance that was converging in a small portion of land that they 

initially settled.  He humbly told Lot, “Let there be no strife between me 

and thee and between my herdmen and thy herdmen for we are brethren.". 

  Think of this statement!  In other words, do not allow anything to come 

between us because we are brethren.  Or better still, do not allow the bond 

of unity or the bond of love between us to be broken by the wealth or 

beauty of this world that cannot stand the test of time.  

 

The world itself is too small for its inhabitants, hence the reason for 

constant wars here and there. After the war, the two parties still sit at 

conference tables and come to terms with one another.  Why do they not 

approach the situation like Abraham did before they choose the option of 

shedding innocent blood?  Why don't they opt for a peaceful solution?  Do 

you know that all strife between brethren is in the interest of Satan?  Must 

the children of God promote the interest of Satan, knowingly or 

unknowingly?  Think about this brethren!  

 

Abraham and Lot were brethren alone in the land of Canaan, as you 

and your spouse are brethren alone in your own dwelling place, your own 

Canaan.  How many times have pride and arrogance strained the bond of 

love and unity between you and your loved ones?  How many times have 

you allowed money to come between you?  How many times have certain 
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family responsibilities come between you and your loved ones?  The same 

is the situation in the household of faith today in terms of position or an 

element of power struggle.  Abraham was not myopic in his vision of unity 

and love for his brother Lot.  In a time like this, brethren, please humbly 

search for a peaceful solution like Abraham, so that the cord of unity and 

love will not be strained. 

 

In ministering to the needs of strangers, Abraham unknowingly 

entertained the heavenly hosts, and God used the avenue of the hospitality 

to bless his family.   

 

A rare and unusual extension of kindness allowed Abram to 

unknowingly see off the heavenly hosts on their way to Sodom and 

Gomorrah where God revealed His plans concerning Sodom and 

Gomorrah.  Abram, a great spiritual negotiator, interceded on behalf of the 

two cities that God may have mercy upon them, “if fifty righteous” men 

could be found in Sodom and Gomorrah.  Fifty righteous men could not be 

found in the cities earmarked for destruction, but Abram did not stop the 

intercession with God.  He went on to bring His criteria of mercy to the 

barest minimum of ten righteous men, which Sodom and Gomorrah could 

not boast of.   

 

At the most tempting period of his life when God asked him to 

sacrifice his only 'son of promise,' Isaac, Abraham did not withhold the 

child because he knew that God maketh and God taketh.  He did not seek 

the counsel of man before obeying the commandment of God.  Even when 

Isaac asked Abraham, “Father, here is fire and wood but where is the lamb 

for the burnt offering?" (Genesis 22:7-8 NIS)  At this thought-provoking 

question of Isaac, Abraham did not deceive his son, he made an 

unconscious but a faithful statement that, I believe, had deeply touched the 

heart of Almighty God, when he said, “God Himself will provide the lamb 

for the burnt offering.”  And God did provide.   

 

Let us digress a bit and consider the two lessons we can learn in the 

conversation between Abraham and Isaac on the power of the tongue and 

family tradition.  There is life and death in the power of tongue.  Abraham 

did not know the plan of God.  He did not think of the divine provision of 

the lamb for the sacrifice when he told his son that God will provide, but 

he faithfully trusted in the Lord, even at that crucial time when he was 
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filled with the painful thought of how he would sacrifice his only son on 

the altar. He spoke life to his situation and his night turned into a bright 

daylight.  In day of trouble, what do you speak to your situation?  Do you 

speak victory to your situation?  Do you remember the promises in His 

Word and stand upon them?  The way God remembered His covenant with 

Abraham and provided for his desperate need is the same way He will 

remember the covenant that the blood of Jesus Christ represents in our 

lives in the day of trouble.  

 

The various burnt offering of Abraham that Isaac has witnessed in the 

past brought about the question.  Having this at the back of our mind, let us 

ask ourselves, “What legacy are we giving our children?”  We give our 

love to the wonderful blessing of the womb by caring for them, clothing 

them, feeding them, and attending to their health care needs.  We give 

them a home, a sound education, a sense of direction, etc., but do we give 

them the food of the spirit?  Do these blessed children of ours recognize 

that it is our tradition to share the Word of God and pray together as a 

family?  Do they know that it is our tradition to trust in the Lord?  Has it 

been inculcated in them that it is our tradition to dwell together in peace for 

the glory of God? 

 

Abraham did not allow his own wisdom to rule him, but the wisdom of 

God.  He almost slaughtered him on the altar he made before the angel of 

the Lord stopped him and replaced Isaac with a ram for the offering.  

Abraham must have thought that the sacrifice would end with the death of 

Isaac on the altar, not knowing that God would unfold His next line of 

action at the completion of the step of faith.  A great lesson for us here in 

that if we faithfully obey God according to His Word, in every step of our 

Christian life journey, God will never fail to complete faithfully what He 

has started in our lives.  At the end of faithful obedience of each 

commandment of God, there await us a miracle. (Genesis 22:2, 10-13).   

 

The only decision he took which was not according to God's directive, 

was his hearkening to the voice of his wife Sarai (later Sarah) when Sarai 

told him to go in to Hagar so that the bondwoman may have a child for 

Abraham.  (Genesis 16:2)  Undoubtedly, he must have done this because of 

his human nature, but Almighty God who understood his situation, later 

ratified it after He had categorically reaffirmed His divine plan with 

Abraham.  “. . . thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed and thou shall call 
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his name Isaac, and I will establish my covenant with him for an 

everlasting covenant and with his seed after him.  As for Ishmael, I have 

heard thee, behold, I have blessed him and will make him fruitful, and will 

multiply him exceedingly . . . but my covenant will I establish with Isaac . . 

.” Genesis 17:19-21 (KJV) 

 

Dearest in the Lord, this is a great lesson for us.  God has given us a lot 

of directives through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Which one are we following? 

 We are the spiritual children of promise.  We must be responding to the 

directives of the spiritual wisdom of God, which is the Bible.  Let not self-

desire overrides the calling of God in our life.  Let God have His own way 

in our lives, like Abraham, so that we can become a channel of blessings 

unto others. 

 

The way Abraham was called out from the Ur of Chaldees is the same 

way God called us out of this wicked world to make a difference for His 

glory.  As Abraham was sensitive to the impulses of the Holy Spirit, the 

same way we must be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit and fully 

depend on the Lord our God in all situations in order that we may have 

breakthroughs in our lives. 

 

ersonal Reflection Points 

 

1. Why were the tested men of faith before Abraham not chosen for 

this important covenant? 

 

2. What was going on in the mind of Isaac when he asked for the ram 

for the sacrifice? 

 

3. What might be going on in the mind of Isaac at the point when he 

was laid on altar for the  sacrifice, just before the divine intervention?  

 

4. What is your conclusion after comparing the divine intervention 

with the answer of Abraham  to Isaac’s question in number 2? 

 

5. Comment critically and sincerely about the mistake of Abraham 

and the consequences of  hearkening to Sarai, his wife, when she told 

him to go in to Hagar, the bond woman, so that she may have a child 

for him. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

 

JACOB: THE PIVOT OF BLESSING 

 

From the births of Esau and Jacob to the time the children of Israel 

went to Egypt, there were many events.  These events cannot be recounted 

without leaving an impression in the minds of readers, events which the 

Israelites endured according to the divine plan of Almighty God, events 

which may cause one to question why the people of God had to pass 

through those stages.   

 

Was it not an amazing event that Rebekah, the mother of Esau and 

Jacob, had a hand in the plot of Jacob to rob Esau, the first-born, of the 

blessing of their father Isaac?  (Genesis 27:5-29)  But is there any wonder 

again when Esau had sold the rights to the blessing of their father to Isaac 

at a cost of a pottage of lentils?  “ . . . Feed me I pray thee, with that same 

red pottage for I am faint, . . . And Jacob said, sell me this day thy 

birthright.  Esau said, behold, I am at the point to die, and what profit 

shall this birthright do to me.  And Jacob said, swear to me this day and he 

swear unto him and he sold his (Esau) birthright unto Jacob.  Then Jacob 

gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles and he did eat it and drink and 

rose up and went his way; thus Esau despised his birthright."  Gen.25: 30-

34 (KJV) 

 

This is reminiscent of what happened in the Garden of Eden between 

Eve and Satan.  Because of the goodness of the tree for food, the 

pleasantness of the fruit to the eyes and Eve’s desire to become as wise as 

God, Mr. and Mrs. Adam despised the law of God and sold life eternal for 

that thing which perishes with time.  Also, during the time of Noah when 

God built the ark of salvation, the then perishing generation did not realize 

the value and importance of the law of God until the water overtook them.  

There is no difference in our own time today.  People still despise the 

salvation that has been made available for free through grace by the Blood 

of the Lamb.  If the world knew the value of God’s salvation, nobody 

would dare to toy with sin and people would not need persuasion before 

coming to the Cross to seek the face of the Lord.  Was it then any wonder 

that Laban deceived Jacob, after he had served seven years for Rachel, the 

woman he so much desired to marry?  (Genesis 28:25)  A sinner will not 
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go unpunished.  One way or the other Jacob deceived his brother Esau in 

order to receive the blessing of their father, and Laban in turn deceived 

him.  For another seven years he served Laban before Rachel was given to 

him to wife.  Through Leah and Rachel and their two handmaids Bilhah 

and Zilpah, the twelve tribes of Israel came into existence. These four 

women bore twelve male children for Jacob.  Laban did not go scott-free.  

“For the deceit of Laban God faileth not to punish. 'Thus God hath taken 

away the cattle of your father and given them to me'.  (Genesis 31:9,7) 

(KJV) The life of Jacob reminds me of a Christian who is journey on in the 

rough road of life, for their ups and downs, the child of God has to go 

through these odds to bring glory to God.  Deceit should not be one of the 

characteristics of someone who is very close to God, but this was very 

prominent in the life of Jacob.   

 

Irrespective of the unbecoming characteristics of Jacob, he did not lose 

sight of something important.  He recognized the mightiness of God in his 

worship.  He made vows and kept them.  Jacob realized that he had made 

enemies for himself by his deceit, but he did not allow himself to die in 

that position.  He made peace with his enemy.   

 

My dear brother in the Lord, let us pause a bit and compare the life of 

Jacob with ours and ask ourselves a few questions.  How many times have 

we gone astray in our Christian life journey?  How many times have we 

offended someone?  Or think of the number of times you have been 

offended and you have categorically declared that person to be your 

enemy?  Think of those whom you are holding malice against because of 

the differences that occurred between you.  Do you remember the Word of 

God in this regard?  "In malice be like children." 

 

In great anger Laban set out with his men to war with Jacob and for 

seven days he pursued him and caught up with him in the country of 

Gilead.  In his dream, God intervened and told Laban the Aramean, "Be 

careful not to say anything to Jacob either good or bad."  Laban who had 

been full of rage was the first person to make a peace proposal towards 

Jacob, "come now, let us make a covenant, you and I, and let it serve as a 

witness between us ... Jacob took a stone and set it up as a pillar ... Laban 

called it Jegar Sahaduta and Jacob called it Galeed. (Genesis 31:44-47 

NIV)  Jacob did not allow pride and unforgiveness to rule over his mind 

concerning the wickedness of Laban.  He submitted himself and 
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participated with total sincerity in the peace making processes by making 

covenant with Laban and ate together with him.  If you are a Christian that 

does not forgive sincerely, please learn from Jacob because only when we 

forgive others will our Living God blot our sins out of existence when we 

repent of them. 

 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother 

unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom.  And he 

commanded them saying, thus shall ye speak unto my lord 

Esau; thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with 

Laban, and stayed there until now.  And I have oxen, and asses, 

flocks, and menservants, and womenservants; and I have sent 

to tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy sight.  And the 

messengers returned to Jacob, saying, we came to thy brother 

Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred men 

with him.  Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and 

he divided the people that was with him and the flocks, and 

herds, and the camels into two bands, and said, if Esau come to 

the one company, and smite it, then the other company which is 

left shall escape.  And Jacob said, O God of my father 

Abraham, and God of my father Isaac, the Lord which saidst 

unto me, return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and I 

will deal well with thee; I am not worthy of the least of all the 

mercies, and of all the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy 

servant; for with my staff I passed over this Jordan; and now I 

am become two bands.  Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand 

of my brother, from the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he 

will come and smite me and the mother with the children. And 

thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the 

sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude. 

(Gen.32:3-12 KJV)    And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, 

and behold, Esau came, and with him four hundred men.  And 

he put the handmaids and their children foremost, and Leah 

and her children after, and Rachel and Joseph hindermost.  

And he passed them, and bowed himself to the ground seven 

times, until he came near to his brother.  (Gen. 33:1-3 KJV) 

 

In the book of Genesis chapter 31 verse 3, God told Jacob to go back to 

the land of his fathers and to his relatives with a promise that He would be 
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Wisdom that cannot enhance unity is foolishness.  Wisdom 

that cannot establish and maintain peace is stupidity.  

Wisdom that is not based on the fear of Almighty God is 

nonexistence. 

with him.  Canaan was the only land that God gave Abraham, the land 

where Isaac dwelled and where he begat Esau and Jacob.  The only 

relatives Jacob had were his brother Esau and his family.  The reason why 

Jacob departed from the land and his relatives is not far-fetched.  He had 

robbed Esau of the blessing of their father Isaac.  This sin was still fresh in 

the mind of Jacob, irrespective of the number of years that had elapsed.  

Yet God asked him to go back to his roots.  Like his forefather Abraham, 

the father of faith, in obedience he summed up courage to go back as God 

bade him, with determination to make peace at all cost with his brother 

Esau who had once held a grudge and sought to kill him  "... the days of 

mourning for my father are near, then I will kill my brother Jacob." (Gen. 

27:41) 
 

Peace making is one of the most difficult things to do, especially when 

one of the parties involved thinks he has done nothing wrong.  “I am sorry. 

 I am wrong and you are right” happens to be one of the most difficult 

statements to make by an individual who acknowledge his wrong doings.  

Before one can genuinely make peace, certain things must be sincerely 

dealt with.  You must first of all swallow your pride.  You must also 

consider your shortcomings and the wrong doings or the unreasonable 

reactions, no matter how right you may seem to be in the matter.  You 

must determine to correct the imbalances. You must be courageous enough 

to carry out the plan of reconciliation, even if you know that the other party 

may snub you in the process.  And finally, you must, at every point in the 

process of peace making, measure your efforts with the Word of God and 

ensure that God is glorified therein.   
 

Brethren, please note these facts here.  God told Jacob to go back to the 

land of Canaan, but He did not tell him how to get there.  He did not tell 

him the steps he would take to dwell there in peace. Jacob was not 

informed whether the road was rough or smooth, but one thing was certain 

to Jacob. 
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He that commanded him to go back to Canaan was able to bring it to 

pass.  The wisdom, the understanding, the knowledge and the ability that 

God has given us must be put to use in times like this.  What are we doing 

with our wisdom today?  What are we doing with our knowledge? Are we 

applying our wisdom and knowledge to improve the people around us 

today?  Is your knowledge constructive or destructive?  If the wisdom that 

invented the atomic bomb, the weapon of mass destruction, was applied 

positively, the earth would be a better place to live in.  Is your wisdom and 

knowledge building the world around you today or disintegrating the peace 

of mankind?  Wisdom that cannot enhance unity is foolishness. Wisdom 

that cannot establish and maintain peace is stupidity. Wisdom that is not 

based on the fear of Almighty God is nonexistent.  Brethren, is your 

wisdom building your home or scattering it? 
 

You may be right to say that there was no moral justification for what 

Jacob did to his brother Esau, but I can assure you that Jacob accomplished 

the purpose of his creation.  Jacob applied the productive wisdom and 

knowledge that God gave him when he was in the service of Laban to 

increase his wages.  For this reason, Laban had to alter his remuneration 

agreement ten times.  He also used his productive wisdom, patience and 

ability to go an extra length in the service of Laban in order to get what he 

wanted, when he was asked to serve another seven years for the bride price 

of Rachel the woman whom he wanted to marry.  Jacob utilized his 

productive wisdom to make peace with Laban and also his brother Esau so 

that he could peacefully dwell in the land of Canaan where God asked him 

to go.  You may rightly say that Jacob was a business-like, shrewd operator 

who would do whatever it take to achieve his goal.  But you also will agree 

that Jacob was an example of a genuinely repentant man on earth, who did 

all he could to make up for all he had done wrong, and after that he never 

lost the sight of Almighty God in his life.   
 

Any time I am going through the passage above I always marvel and 

wonder what manner of man Jacob was in wisdom, planning, execution 

and humbleness.  He perfectly planned and executed all the steps of 

repentance in order to ensure that he made peace with his brother.   
 

First, he sent an emissary forward that comprised his men with a coded 

message, “This is what you are to say to my master Esau, your servant 

Jacob. . .,” and “. . . now I am sending this message to my lord that I may 

find favor in your sight.”  (Genesis 32:3-5)    Esau was never a “master” 
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nor the “lord” to Jacob, but in order to discover his mood and the military 

strength of his brother, his men approached Esau with humble statements.  

 When Jacob’s men came back to inform him that his brother was coming 

to meet him with four hundred men, he was filled with fear and distress.  

He hurriedly divided the people with him and the flocks into two groups, 

thinking that if Esau attacked one group, the other would escape.  Jacob 

did not ask his men to lay ambush for his brother with his four hundred 

men. He did not give instruction that they should put on their armor and 

prepare for war against his certified enemy.  He went to God in prayer, 

reminding Him of His promises to his forefathers Abraham and Isaac.  He 

prayed that God might save him, “. . . save me, I pray, from the hand of my 

brother Esau. . . .” (Genesis 32:9-12 NIV)  At this point, please note that 

Jacob did not pray to God that he might prevail in victory over his brother 

Esau. 
 

Last, Jacob selected gifts for his brother Esau from what he had.  He 

put them in the care of his servants and ordered them to go ahead of him 

with humble coded words of appeasement to deliver the gifts to his brother 

 “. . . when my brother Esau meets you and asks, to whom do you belong 

and where are you going and who owns all these animals, then you are to 

say, 'they belong to your servant Jacob, they are a gift sent to my lord 

Esau, and he is coming behind us"  (Genesis 32:17-18 NIV)  
 

With all these well executed plans, Jacob finally met his brother 

respectfully and repentantly with all he had, including his wives, children, 

men and flocks bowed down to the ground seven times asking him for 

forgiveness.  (Genesis 33:3)  The prayer of Jacob was answered and his 

entire sincere struggle toward peaceful settlement between himself and his 

brother ended up in success.   Esau, whom God must have touched, ran to 

meet Jacob, embraced him, threw his arms around his neck and kissed him, 

the Bible says “and they wept.”  This is definitely a cry of joy on the part 

of Esau that his brother realized his wrongdoing, and repented of it.  There 

was deep sorrow on the part of Jacob for the evil he had done to his brother 

Esau.  It also symbolized that Esau forgave Jacob and peace reigned 

supreme between them. 
 

With the series of events in the life of Jacob and the way he had 

handled them, one can say he had passed the test of righteousness in the 

sight of God.  But the curious, spiritual and analytical minded people may 

not agree with this statement because of his polygamous marital life and 
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the questionable moral aspect of taking four women from the same parent, 

which is not in the line with the Word of God.  Let us examine the steps he 

took in regard to this matter one by one.  
 

Abraham, the grandfather of Jacob, took one wife in the person of 

Sarah and took another wife, Keturah, only after the death of Sarah.  

Hagar, the maid of Sarah who begat Ishmael was a “property” of Sarah, 

according to the custom of the Jews then, hence the reason she asked 

Abraham to know Hagar so that she could bear children for Serah.  This 

was also the same reason why she asked Abraham to send Hagar away 

when jealousy set in between them.  Isaac, the father of Jacob, took only 

one wife in the person of Rebekah, the mother of Esau and Jacob.  The 

one-wife policy had been in the family long before Jacob’s adulthood and 

he intended to keep it so.  Before Jacob fled to Laban the Amarian, Isaac 

specifically commanded him to take "a wife" from the daughters of Laban. 

"Do not marry a Canaanite woman.  Go at once to Paddan Aram, to the 

house of your mother's father Bethuel.  Take a wife for yourself there from 

among the daughters of Laban your mother's brother". (Genesis 28:2-3 

NIV)  
 

 Jacob sincerely intended to obey the commandment of his father.  

After he stayed with Laban for a month, Laban asked him what his wages 

would be and he replied ". . . I will work for you seven years in return for 

your younger daughter Rachel". (Genesis 29:18 NIV).  They agreed on this 

because Laban said it was better he gave her to him than to some other 

man.  When his time was completed he demanded for his wife.  A feast 

was given for that purpose but when the evening came, Leah was given to 

Jacob instead of Rachel and that night he laid with her.  In the morning, he 

discovered that Laban had deceived him.  Laban told him “it was not the 

custom to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one.  

Finish this daughter’s bridal week.  Then we will give you the younger one 

also in return for another seven years of work.”  After Jacob completed the 

bridal week of Leah, Rachel was given to him in marriage.  In verse 30 of 

the same chapter, the Bible said he loved Rachel more than Leah. To 

validate further this point, when Jacob saw his brother Esau from afar off 

with his four hundred men, he divided his wives and children according to 

the way he loved them as a shield against enemy.  "He put maid servants 

and their children in the front, Leah and her children next and Rachel and 

Joseph in the rear.”  (Genesis 33:2 NIV)  He did this that the people in the 
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front may form a protective shield in case of attack from the camp of Esau 

his brother.   

 

From the brief account of the marital life of Jacob, you will agree with 

me that he never bargained for polygamous marriage.  He was deceived 

into it.  Jacob, who traded in deceit, suffered pain and tremendous loss in 

deceit but God turned the evil attributes of Jacob into blessings upon him 

when he repented of his evil ways and walked uprightly in the presence of 

the Lord.  Wonderfully enough, the multiple marriage received the divine 

touch and intervention of Almighty God, because when the Lord saw that 

Jacob did not love Leah, he opened the womb of Leah, while Rachel 

remained barren.  “And when the Lord saw that Leah was hated, he 

opened her womb; but Rachel was barren.”  (Genesis 29:31 KJV)  Leah 

gave birth to four sons Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah.  This made 

Rachel so jealous of her sister Leah.  She told Jacob, “... give me children, 

or I'll die!”  Jacob replied angrily, “... Am I in the place of God who has 

kept you from having children?”  “Here is Bilhah, my maid servant,” she 

said.  Sleep with her so that she can bear children for me and through her I 

too can build a family.”  (Genesis 30:1-5) 

 

When Leah saw that she had stopped having children (she had two 

more later), she gave her maid servant Zilpah to Jacob as a wife.  From 

these four women the twelve tribes of Israel emerged. 

 
 

Leah’s Children 
 
Rachel’s Children  

 
Reuben 

Simeon 

Levi 

Judah 

Issachar 

Zebulun 

 
Joseph 

Benjamin 

 
 

Zilpah’s Children 

(Leah’s maidservant) 

 
Bilhah’s Children 

(Rachel’s maidservant) 
 

Gad 

Asher 

 
Dan 

Naphtali 
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The role of Almighty God in the marital life of Jacob was an indication 

that it received His blessing.  The fact that God did not take it kindly with 

Jacob for not loving Leah, his first wife, the woman he never bargained for 

as his wife, is worth consideration.  Today, we witness hatred at the work 

between husband and wife which at times degenerates to a situation that 

end up in divorce. Brethren, once you are pronounced as husband and wife, 

both of you are to remain one in the presence of the Lord according to His 

will.  Your vows remain unaltered in the presence of God, because He was 

a witness to it and He recognizes you as husband and wife at any point in 

time in your life.  Imagine the standards of faithfulness, kindness and care 

that God expects us to have towards our spouses!  Jacob was not spared for 

not loving Leah.  

 

Jacob was the only man mentioned in the Bible that married two 

daughters of his mother’s brother and their two maid servants (who had 

undergone the same orientations and customs under the tutorship of Laban, 

their father, for the divine purpose of Almighty God to raise a nation out of 

Jacob).  And so the twelve tribes of the nation of Israel came through 

Jacob. They were a model of an ideal righteous nation, a special creation 

that God carved out of the then-adulterous generation that was no longer 

sensitive to the righteousness God demanded of mankind.  The nation at 

this point in time can be likened to seedlings planted by a farmer in well-

cultivated and fertile soil, with its tap root deeply established in the fertile 

soil, and where water and other nutrients that can enhance its growth are 

not in short supply.  The farmer from time to time would visit the farmland 

in order to see how the plants were growing.  From Abraham to Jacob, 

through whom the twelve tribes of Israel have been established, God has 

never failed in His promises.  From then until now, He has been fulfilling 

that great promise, “I will be with you,” among the tribes of Israel. 

 

Now he arose that same night and took his two wives and his 

two maids and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the 

Jabbok.  And he took them and sent them across the stream.  

And he sent across whatever he had.  Then Jacob was left 

alone, and a man wrestled with him until day-break.  And 

when he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched 

the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was 

dislocated while he wrestled with him.  Then he said, "Let me 

go, for the dawn is breaking."  But Jacob said, "I will not let 
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you go unless you bless me."  So he said to him, "What is your 

name?"  And he said, "Jacob."  And he said, "Your name shall 

no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God 

and with men and have prevailed." Then Jacob asked him and 

said, "Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that 

you ask my name?"  And he blessed him there.  So Jacob 

named the place Peniel, for he said, "I have seen God face to 

face, yet my life has been preserved.  Genesis 32:22-30 NASV 

 

Before this great encounter, Jacob the legendary wrestler sent away all 

members of his family across the ford of Jabbok during the night.  This 

event was not one of Jacob’s dreams.  It really took place.  How it all 

started, what brought about the wrestling and how it took place, we do not 

know. But Jacob was there alone, wrestling with a heavenly host.  Perhaps 

it was like two boxers slugging it out with each other in the boxing ring.  

The only difference was that there were no referees or spectators.  

Throughout the night until daybreak the struggle continued.  When the 

heavenly host did not prevail over Jacob, he touched the socket of Jacob’s 

thigh until there was a dislocation.  The “man” told Jacob, “let me go, for it 

is day break.”  Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”  

Then the man said, “your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because 

you have struggled with God and man and have overcome.” 

 

Brethren, let us pause here and meditate on the following questions:  

How did Jacob accomplish this great feat?  What made Jacob think that the 

man could bless him, and why was he so determined to receiving the 

blessing?  What was the significance of Jacob's socket dislocating during 

the struggle?  Jacob fought his earthly battles with a repentant heart and a 

humble spirit, and he overcame.  This has been clearly demonstrated when 

he met his brother Esau.  He also fought his heavenly battle with total 

determination, trusting in the Lord, and he overcame.  

 

At a certain point in the life of Christians, we reach a point of no return 

where we say “it is forward ever and backward never.”  At this point we 

surrender all unto Him and wholeheartedly we say, “all for Him and none 

for us.”  At this point we understand why we should seek first the kingdom 

of heaven and its righteousness because we know that all other things will 

be added unto us.  The Word of God told us in the Psalm, "Who may 

ascend the hill of the Lord?  Who may stand in His holy place?  He who 
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has clean hands, and a pure heart, who has not lifted his soul to falsehood, 

and has not sworn deceitfully, He shall receive a blessing from the Lord ..." 

 (Psalm 24: 3-5 NASV)   These were the attributes of Jacob that enabled 

him to receive the blessing of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No one has encountered God and remained the same.  Abraham saw 

God and the name of his wife Sarai was changed to Sarah, and God blessed 

them with Isaac the child of promise in their old age.  Moses saw a glimpse 

of God and his eyes became so bright and shining, the Israelites could not 

look at his face.  The Bible tells us “Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is 

a new creature; old things had passed away; behold all things are become 

new.”  (II Corinthians 5:17)  

 

 Jacob thought he could depend on his strength to force the heavenly 

host to bless him.  When the strength of his tendon is taken away, he gave 

up the struggle, he was made to realize that blessing of God does not come 

by our struggle and efforts, it only come by His mercy and grace.  Just as 

we give up our sinful way of life so that we can receive salvation through 

grace, in the same way Jacob gave up the socket of his thigh in his struggle 

with God so that he could receive the blessing of the Almighty. The 

limping but blessed “Israel” no longer stood on the strength of the tendon 

of his socket, but wholly depended and stood uprightly on the strength of 

Almighty God. 

 

God told Jacob, "Go up to Bethel and settle there, and build an altar 

there to God, who appeared to you when you were fleeing from your 

brother Esau."  (Genesis 35:1)  In obedience to this commandment, Jacob 

told his household to get rid of the foreign gods they had with them and to 

purify themselves so they could then go up to Bethel where he would build 

an altar to God.  They gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the 

rings in their ears and Jacob buried them.  (Genesis 35:1-4) 

Just as we give up our sinful way so that we could receive 

salvation through grace, in the same way Jacob gave up the 

socket of his thigh in his struggle with God so that he could 

receive the blessing of Almighty God.  The limping but blessed 

‘Israel’ no longer stood on the strength of the tendon of his 

socket but wholly depended and stood uprightly on the 

strength of Almighty God. 
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Another attribute of Jacob and his family, which we should not forget 

to mention here, was that Jacob had demonstrated an excellent quality of 

leadership by having adequate control of his family and his family also 

demonstrated excellent qualities of discipleship in how the family of God 

should respond to control. A leader, like a shepherd of the sheep, knows 

where the green pastures can be found and he knows how he can safely 

lead them to the pasture.  If the shepherd is a confused one who has no 

plan, not to talk of his knowledge of how to execute his plan in order to 

feed the sheep, take care of and protect them, the sheep would be confused 

too and they will eventually be scattered from the shepherd.  This quality 

of leadership had been so glaring and abundant in the life of Jacob, 

especially the leadership role he played (that is, his plans and excellent 

execution of them) when he was about to meet his brother Esau.  The same 

good leadership role was displayed when he asked his household to put 

away all their strange gods and to purify themselves in readiness for the 

altar he was to make unto God.  The household in obedience to his 

instructions did accordingly.  "And they gave unto Jacob all the strange 

gods which were in their hand, and all the earrings which were in their 

ears, and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by Shechem."  (Genesis 

35:4 KJV) 

 

Jacob hid the strange gods and all the earrings of his household so that 

they would not go back to touch those things that could defile them.  In the 

same way, when we repent of our sins, we should learn how to forsake 

them because our body is the temple of the Living God. 

 

As we all know there is always a reward for every minute we diligently 

spend with God, all the good conscience of Jacob and the obedience of his 

household toward God did not go without adequate reward. 

 

"And he built there an altar and called the place Elbethel".  

"And God appeared unto Jacob again when he came out of 

Padanaram and blessed him.  And God said unto him, thy 

name is Jacob; thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, 

but Israel shall be thy name and he called his name Israel.  And 

God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and 

multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee 

and kings shall come out of thy loins, And the land which I 
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gave Abraham and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed 

after thee will I give the land."  Genesis 35:7, 10-12 

 

And so Jacob was blessed once again.  His name was changed from 

Jacob to Israel just like his foreparents— Abram to Abraham and Sarai to 

Sarah— in affirmation of the earlier decree of Almighty God in Genesis 

32:28.                                    

 

Personal Reflection Points 

 

 

1. Put yourself in the position and situation of Jacob.  At the point of 

meeting your brother, your certified enemy, you received news that he 

was coming to meet you with four hundred men. What will you do? 

 

2. What made Jacob think of and insist that the man he was wrestling 

with should bless him? 

 

3. In what area of human endeavors are you mainly diverting your 

wisdom, knowledge and understanding? 

 

4. Reflect now about your life with all sincerity.  Is there a certain way of 

life you have to let go in order that you may know Jesus Christ the 

more? 

 

5. Compare the covenant of God with Abraham with its fulfillment in the 

life of Jacob.  Do you know the covenant that God plans to fulfill in 

your life? 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

 

EGYPT: THE CHILDHOOD OF ISRAEL 

 

The significance of Egypt in the history of Israel cannot be 

overemphasized.  Any time I meditate about Egypt in relation to Israel, I 

always ask myself, “Why Egypt?”  The question always comes into my 

mind because of the unforgettable events that happened in that land.  It is 

no longer a wonder to me after relating the events with the Word of God.  

“. . . know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is 

not theirs, and shall serve them, and they shall afflict them four hundred 

years.  And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge; and 

afterward shall they come out with great substance.”  (Genesis 15:13-14 

KJV) 

 

There is no way the history of Israel can be told without a part of Egypt 

that will make a complete story. If Egypt is taking away from the history of 

Israel, where was the foundation and childhood of Israel?  If Egypt is out 

of the story, where did Israel as a nation first discover herself as a peculiar 

nation?  Where did Israel realize how precious she was in the sight of God 

Almighty and begin to seek His face for deliverance?  Without hesitation 

and with all confidence, from the Word of God, Egypt was one of the 

nations where God Almighty glorified Himself and manifested His mighty 

power over the forces of Satan.  It was from this very land that God 

Himself led the Israelites out to victory. 

 

Jacob, now Israel, loved Joseph, the son of his old age, more than all 

his children. This love could also be traced back to the great love he had 

for Rachel, the mother of Joseph.  Joseph also told his brethren of his 

dream of sheaves in the field and that of the sun and the moon and the 

eleven stars that made obeisance to him.  These brought about a great 

jealousy among his brethren and they conspired to kill him.  Reuben, the 

first son of Israel, suggested that Joseph should not be killed by his 

brethren, but instead he should be cast into a dry pit.  As they were eating 

in the field they lifted up their eyes and behold a company of Ishmaelites 

were coming from Gilead.  Judah suggested that  it would not profit them 

if they killed Joseph and concealed his blood. Instead, they should let him 

be sold to the Ishmaelites and the brethren of Joseph consented.  And 

Joseph was sold into slavery to Midianite merchantmen for twenty pieces 
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of silver.  The Midianites sold him to Egypt unto Potiphar, an officer of 

Pharaoh and a captain of the guard.  Joseph became the first seed of Israel 

to go to Egypt, as a slave outside his will.  To his brothers who sold him 

into slavery, it was a sweet victory to mark the end of the common enemy 

they all hated with a passion, but to God Almighty it was the beginning of 

the fulfillment of His plan.  ". . . thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that 

is not theirs, . .   Genesis 15:13-14.  Also it was the beginning of the 

fulfillment of Joseph’s dream of sheaves in the field and the sun, moon and 

eleven stars bowing before him.  But this did not come to pass until after 

Joseph had passed the test of honesty and faithfulness.   

 

The Bible tells us that the Lord was with Joseph and he became 

prosperous in the house of his master.  For this reason Joseph found grace 

in the sight of his master, who made him an overseer over his house and 

over all that he had.  And the Lord blessed the Egyptian’s house for 

Joseph’s sake.  Joseph proved beyond a reasonable doubt that he was a 

transparently honest man and the master showed it by entrusting all he had 

to him to the extent that the only thing he knew about his wealth was the 

daily meal he took.  Then Satan crept in. 

 

His master’s wife developed an evil interest in Joseph.  She cast her 

evil eyes upon him and requested that he should lie with her.  But Joseph, 

who realized his position in his master’s house, refused.  He told her “. . . 

behold my master. . . had committed all that he had to my hand, there is 

none greater in this house than I, neither has he kept anything from me 

apart from you because you are his wife, how then, can I do this great 

wickedness and sin against God?”  The master's wife, who would not leave 

Joseph alone, and who had now become frustrated in her efforts to drag 

Joseph into sleeping with her decided to concoct a lie against him.  She got 

hold of Joseph’s clothes insisting that he should lie with her.  Joseph fled, 

leaving his clothes behind with her.  When her husband, the master of 

Joseph, returned she told him that Joseph attempted to lie with her but 

when she cried for help, he fled.  She presented Joseph’s clothes as 

evidence.  The wrath of his master was kindled and he cast Joseph into 

prison among the king’s prisoners. 

 

Do I hear you saying, “This is not fair?”  Wait a minute, before you 

conclude!  Put yourself in the place of Joseph and consider how painful his 

situation was.  Joseph was wickedly conspired against and sold into slavery 
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by those who were supposed to love, protect and care for him, I mean his 

own brothers.  But he found favor in the sight of his master.  The house of 

his task-master, that was supposed to be a house of horror, a house of 

labor, pain, uncertainty and suffering, to Joseph turned out to be a house of 

peace, love and high responsibility.  At this point Joseph must have 

forgotten the wickedness of his brothers.  He must have been very happy 

with the position of responsibility his master had placed him.  At this apex 

of his joy, the enemy came in, the spirit of Satan through the wife of his 

master.  And as if the wickedness of his brothers were not enough, he was 

cast into prison.  Joseph must have pleaded with the master of his 

innocence in the matter but the die was cast.  He must have thought about 

what kind of life he was living with all these problems. 

 

Assuming you are Joseph, my dear Christian brother and sister, what 

would you do?  There are times like these in your life because of your 

righteousness you are innocently robbed of your joy and happiness and 

punishment were given you in replacement.  Will you throw away your 

righteousness into the garbage so that you can cling to the ill-gotten joy?  

Will you throw your salvation into the dustbin in order to enjoy the things 

of this world that pass away with time?  The Bible says, “What shall it 

profit a man if he gains the whole world but loses his own soul?”  Tell me 

brethren, which story will you tell about your victory over the wiles of 

enemy?  Which story will you tell about your Christian life journey, if you 

are not ready to righteously pass through the den of this wicked world 

with your head highly held up and straightly looking unto Jesus the Author 

and Finisher of our faith? 

 

And yet the Bible tells us that the Lord was with Joseph and showed 

him mercy and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.  

God blessed him and He manifested his blessing through the talent of 

interpretation of dreams He gave him.  He interpreted the dream of the 

officers of Pharaoh, his two inmates, the chief butler and the chief baker.  

At the third day, the chief butler was released and reinstated to his former 

position, while the chief baker was hanged exactly according to Joseph’s 

interpretation of their dreams. 

 

Two years later, Pharaoh the king of Egypt dreamed as follows, and no 

man in the land of Egypt was able to interpret it. 
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"And behold, there came up out of the river seven well 

favoured kine and fat fleshed and they fed in a meadow.  And 

behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river ill 

favoured and lean fleshed and stood by the other kine upon the 

brink of the river.  And the ill favoured and lean-fleshed kine 

did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine.  So Pharaoh 

awoke. 
 

And he slept and dreamt the second time and behold, seven 

ears of corn came up upon one stalk rank and good.  And 

behold seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung 

up after them. And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank 

and full ears."   (Genesis 41:2-7 KJV)    
 

The mind of the king was troubled because of the dream.  In the 

morning he called all the wise men and magicians of Egypt to interpret the 

dream, but none of them were able.  Then the cupbearer, the chief butler, 

remembered Joseph.   
 

Let us pause a bit and reflect.  For two years after the cupbearer had 

been released, he forgot everything about Joseph, but God never forgot His 

own.  Joseph might have even felt hopeless about everything.  He might 

have even thought that he would spend the rest of his life in the prison.  

This is how we feel at times when we are going through a state of turmoil 

in our Christian life journey. We often ask such questions as “why me, 

God?” or “God where is Your face?”  Brethren, I want you to know that in 

the time of our adversity, when everything seems to have fallen apart, at 

the peak of our assumed doom, when it seems that the end has finally 

come, God may seem to be silent but He never sleeps.  God moves in a 

mysterious way.  His purposes will surely ripen fast.  The bud may have a 

bitter taste, but sweet will be the flower.  At His own appointed time, He 

will fulfill and implement His promises and plans in your life.  It may not 

go our way every time.  The end of it may not be according to our 

expectation, but this does not affect the plans of Almighty God in our lives 

and the fulfillment thereof.  All we need to do is to be still and see the 

glory of God.   

 

The cupbearer told Pharaoh how Joseph accurately interpreted their 

dreams in the prison and how on the third day, he was released and 

restored (the cupbearer) to his former office, while the chief baker was 
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hanged exactly according to the interpretation of their dreams by Joseph.  

Pharaoh ordered Joseph to be brought before him.  The king told him his 

dream. Joseph told him that God had revealed to the king what He was 

about to do.  The two dreams were one.  The seven good cows were seven 

years and the seven good heads of grain were seven years.  The seven lean 

ugly cows that came up afterwards and the seven worthless heads of grain 

scorched by the east winds were seven years of famine.  Seven years of 

great abundance were coming throughout the land of Egypt and seven 

years of famine would follow it.  The famine would be so severe that all 

the abundance in the land would be forgotten.  
 

In this story we always remember Joseph as “the dreamer.”  Have we 

ever considered him as Joseph the “economist?”  He was once in charge of 

the household of Potiphar, his master.  Have we ever considered him as the 

greatest economic adviser that Egypt had ever produced?  It is one thing to 

give an interpretation of what the future holds in the king’s dream for the 

land of Egypt.  It is another thing to advise the king, without in-depth 

research or previous knowledge of economic trends of the country, on how 

to manage successfully the economics of a great country like Egypt for 

fourteen years under such situations.  Have you ever considered him as one 

of the best administrators in the land?  To cap it all, have you ever 

considered him as an instrument that God used to prepare a place for the 

Israelites in the land of Egypt in order to deliver them from the ravaging 

famine?  The famine was so great that the Egyptians and their lands were 

bought for Pharaoh in exchange for food.  "Why should we perish before 

your eyes . . . Buy us and our land in exchange for food and we with our 

land will be in bondage to Pharaoh . . . .  Joseph bought all the land in 

Egypt for Pharaoh."  (Genesis 47:19-20 NIV)  You can imagine what 

could have happened to the Israelites if they were still in Canaan at the 

time of the famine.  Joseph did not only interpret the dream of the king but 

also advised him what to do to bring the imminent catastrophe under 

control. 

 

He said, "Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to 

take fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven years of 

abundance.  They should collect all food of these good years 

that are coming and store up the grain under the authority of 

Pharaoh to be kept in the cities for food.  This food should be 

held in reserve for the country to be used during the seven 
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years of famine that will come upon Egypt so that the country 

may not ruined by the famine."    (Genesis 41:34-36 NIV) 
 

To God be glory and honor.  Joseph's advice was fully accepted hook, 

line and sinker and Pharaoh asked, "Can we find anyone like this man, one 

in whom is the spirit of God?  Since God has made all this known to you, 

there is no one so discerning and wise as you.  You shall be in charge of 

my palace and all my people are to submit to your order.  Only with 

respect to the throne will I be greater than you . . . I hereby put you in 

charge of the whole land of Egypt."(Genesis 41:38-41 NIV)  Joseph 

utilized his talent honestly, for the glory of God, and from the grass he was 

uplifted to grace, from the dungeon where he was innocently imprisoned, 

he became the governor in the land of Egypt.  Are you planning to bury 

your talent like the wicked servant?  Why don’t you turn around today and 

use it for the glory of God? 

 

If gold can talk  

  It will tell the story of pain 

  It will tell the story of victory. 

It will tell you of its coarse and ugly look 

  in the belly of mother earth. 
 

It will tell you of the ordeal of miners  

  in searching for the earthly treasure. 

It will tell you of the rough time it had 

  in the burning furnace of goldsmith. 
 

It will tell you of how its solid state was 

 turned into liquid and then back to solid  

  in the hand of man during purification. 

It will tell you of the painful teeth  

 of steel brush of the smith that brought 

  it to its glistening shining state. 

 

It will tell you of its tightly guarded journey  

    to the jewelry store in an armored car.   

And finally, it will tell you of how it found 

    its way to the head of a king. 
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Dearest in the Lord, you know the rest of the story of the life of Joseph 

and his achievements from here.  All his dreams came true.  The moon and 

the eleven stars that Joseph mentioned in his dream, which represented 

Jacob, now Israel, and the eleven brothers of Joseph, at last bowed to him 

when he became the governor of Egypt. 

 

At the fullness of time, according to the Word of God (“... thy seed 

shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs...”.) Jacob (Israel) with his 

children (seventy in number including Joseph and his children) came to 

Egypt to seek refuge because of the ravaging famine.  They settled in the 

land of Goshen in Egypt.  God greatly multiplied the seed of Israel in the 

land.  They were fruitful and greatly blessed.  "Israel also came into Egypt, 

and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.  And He increased His people 

greatly and made them stronger than their enemies.  He turned their heart 

to hate His people to deal subtilty with His servants. (Psalm 105:23-25)  

The blessing was so much that they became a great threat to the stability of 

Pharaoh’s government and to the security of the nation of Egypt. 

 

Canaan was the land God promised Abraham when He asked him to 

leave Ur of Chaldees, his country, his kindred and his father's house and go 

to the land He would show him. 

 

“Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son ... and 

they went forth to go into the land of Canaan, and into the land 

of Canaan they came . . .  And the Lord  appeared unto Abram 

and said, unto thy seed will I give this land.”  (Genesis 12:5-7 

KJV) 

 

Canaan was the land where God told Isaac to go when he was planning 

to go to Egypt as a result of the famine where he dwelt.   

 

"And the Lord appeared to him (Isaac), and said 'Go not down 

into Egypt, dwell in the land which I shall tell thee of, sojourn 

in this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee, for unto 

thee and unto thy seed, I will give all these countries and I will 

perform the oath which I sware unto Abraham thy father.'" 

(Genesis 26:2-3 KJV) 
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Canaan was the land where God told Jacob to go after he had made 

peace with his brother Esau.   

 

"And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell 

there and make an altar unto God . . . So Jacob came to Luz 

which is in the land of Canaan, that is, Bethel, he and all the 

people that were with him." (Genesis 35:1,6 KJV).  

 

The movement of Israel and his family to Egypt was not without the 

knowledge and blessing of Almighty God.  Therefore, the affliction of the 

Israelites in the land of Egypt was not accidental.  It was a divine plan of 

Almighty God to groom Israel His people to become highly disciplined, 

self-sufficient and united in affliction, so that they might unite to rejoice in 

the Lord and love one another, to yearn frantically for deliverance, and so 

that after receiving it, they might place a high value on their freedom, 

recognize the God Almighty, identify themselves with Him and pay 

homage to God who delivered them from their taskmasters in the land of 

Egypt. 

 

At the fullness of time, when God heard the groaning of the Israelites, 

Canaan was the land God told Moses to travel to, during his first call by 

God on Mount Horeb, in the midst of flames that did not burn not the bush, 

so that he could lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 

 

"Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from of thy feet for 

the place whereon thou standest is holy ground . . . I am the 

God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob . . . I have surely seen the affliction of my 

people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason 

of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrow.  And I am come 

down to deliver them out of the land of Egyptians, and to bring 

them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a 

land flowing with milk and honey, unto the place of the 

Canaanites . . . the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me, 

and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians 

oppress them . . .  I will send thee unto Pharaoh that thou 

mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of 

Egypt." (Exodus 3:5-10 KJV) 
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A new king, new law and new policy was the situation in the land of 

Egypt during the time Moses was born.  The new king who did not know 

Joseph nor appreciated what Joseph had done in the land, dealt with Israel 

with a strong hand.  Even if he did not know him, it was in the history of 

Egypt, all the good work of Joseph in the land.  But instead of dealing 

kindly with the Israelites, he set taskmasters over them to afflict them and 

make them build treasure cities of Pithom and Ramses for him, because he 

was afraid that the Israelites in the land might rise one day in war against 

Egypt. The king even told Shiphrah and Puah the Hebrew midwives to kill 

the male children of the Israelites at birth.  However these God-fearing 

midwives did not heed the commandment of Pharaoh.  They said Hebrews 

unlike Egyptians delivered before midwives came to them.  For this reason 

the king commanded that all male children of Israel should be cast into the 

river. 

 

At this time, Moses was born a tribe of Levite.  For three months 

Moses’ mother hid him.  When she could no longer hide him, she set him 

on the brink of the river in an ark made of bulrushes.  Pharaoh’s daughter 

found him and took him to herself.  She hired a paid nurse, which 

according to the plan of God happened to be Moses’ mother, to nurse the 

baby Moses for her.  When he grew up, he was brought to Pharaoh’s 

daughter.  Moses was raised and nurtured under the roof of Pharaoh. He 

was prepared and taught in kingly wisdom and customs, perhaps in 

readiness to become another Pharaoh.  But Moses who was Hebrew by 

blood did not allow all the kingly pomp and pageantry to go to his head.  

At the appointed time He identified himself with his brethren the Israelites. 

 His commitment to this cause was such that during a scuffle between one 

Egyptian and an Israelite, Moses took sides.  He defended his brother and 

killed the Egyptian.  Then he covered him up with sand to conceal the 

murder. 

  

Moses, who realized his inadequacies as a stammerer and the offense 

committed by him which brought about his flight from the face of Pharaoh 

to the land of Midian, came up with bundles of excuses when God called 

him to lead Israel out of Egypt.  He said, “Who am I that I should go unto 

Pharaoh to seek the release of the Israelites out of the land of Egypt?  What 

shall I say is the name of the God of their fathers to the children of Israel?” 

 God said to Moses “I AM THAT I AM . . . thus shalt thou say unto the 

children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.” (Exodus 3:14 KJV)  
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Moses who had an in-depth knowledge of his own people the Israelites 

went further with another excuse and said “they will not believe me nor 

hearken unto my voice, because they will say ‘the Lord hath not appeared 

unto thee.” God showed Moses many signs through which He said 

Israelites would believe and hearken to his voice.  God asked Moses to cast 

the shepherd’s rod in his hand to the ground and it turned into serpent.  

Moses was sore afraid and he fled from it.  But God asked him to take the 

serpent by the tail and it became a rod again in his hand.  Furthermore, 

God told him to put his hand in his bosom and when he took it out, behold 

it became leprous as snow.  And he put his hand again into his bosom as 

God bade him, behold his hand became clean again.  Yet Moses gave 

another excuse that he was not eloquent, that he was slow of speech and of 

a slow tongue.  And God asked “who hath made man's mouth?  Now 

therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth and teach thee what thou shall 

say.” (Exodus 4:11-12)  God further assured Moses that He will be with his 

mouth and his brother, Aaron, the Levite, whom He has appointed to be his 

mouth piece. 

 

In the land of Egypt, Moses and Aaron gathered all the elders of the 

Children of Israel, and Moses through Aaron told them the message from 

God, and with the signs he showed them and they all believed him.  Moses 

proceeded and came to Pharaoh, the King of Egypt and through Aaron his 

brother he also delivered the message of God. "Thus saith the Lord God of 

Israel, Let my people go that they may hold a feast unto me in the 

wilderness.  The God of the Hebrews hath met with us, let us go, we pray 

thee, three days journey into the desert and sacrifice unto the Lord our 

God."  (Exodus 5:1-3)  But instead of considering the message of God with 

total humility, King Pharaoh despised Him and he said "who is the Lord, 

that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?  I know not the Lord, neither 

will I let Israel go." 

 

Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters and their officers to increase their 

burdens and punishments.  He also commanded that straw should not be 

provided for the Israelites, that they should fetch straw for the bricks 

themselves.  Yet they should fulfill their daily task as to the number of 

bricks they have been making when the straw was in supply.  The Israelites 

were downcast because their labor had been increased and many were 

beaten and mercilessly punished for not fulfilling their daily tasks.  In great 

fury they came to Moses and Aaron to register their annoyance over the 
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consequences of the message of God they had brought to the Israelites.  

Moses went back to seek the face of the Lord in prayer and reported all the 

afflictions of Israel since he had been sent to them.  The Almighty God 

moved with His Mighty Hand to deliver them.  

 

Go to the land of Canaan, the land promise, the land that flows with 

milk and honey, was the message Moses brought back to the children of 

Israel as God bade him. 

 

"The Lord said unto Moses, Now shall thou see what I will do 

to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go and 

with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land . . . I am 

the Lord . . . I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac and unto 

Jacob by the name of God Almighty but by my name 

JEHOVAH was I not known to them . . . I have established my 

covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land 

of their pilgrimage wherein they were strangers . . . I have also 

heard the groaning of the children of Israel whom the 

Egyptians keep in bondage, and I have remembered my 

covenant . . .  I will bring you out from under the burdens of 

the Egyptians and I will rid you out of their bondage, I will 

redeem you with a stretched out arm and with great judgement 

. . . I will take you to me for a people and I will be to you a God 

and ye shall know that I bringeth you out from under the 

burdens of the Egyptians.  And I will bring you into the land 

concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to 

Isaac, and to Jacob and I will give it you for and heritage: I am 

the Lord."   (Exodus 6:1-8 NIV)   

 

With a stretched out arm God fulfilled this great judgment on Pharaoh 

and the land of Egypt.  Never in the history of man had these miraculous 

events occurred.  Never before had God handed down the type of 

judgments on Pharaoh and his people through Moses and Aaron His 

servants for his refusal to let Israel depart to the land of Canaan. 

 

Nine times Pharaoh broke the promises he made to Moses and Aaron to 

allow the Israelites to go to sacrifice to their God in the wilderness.  Nine 

times he confessed his sins against God and asked Moses to entreat God to 

stop His judgment over Egypt.  But ten times his heart was hardened.  Ten 
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times he defied the messages of God through Moses that he should allow 

Israelites to go, and at the fullness of time, ten times, God handed down 

His grievous judgment on Pharaoh and his servants.  Because for this cause 

he was raised up, so that the power of Almighty God may be shown and 

His Name may be declared throughout all the earth. 

 

Our God is a merciful God.  Love is His middle name.  He delivers the 

afflicted ones, cares and provides for the needy ones but He is also a 

consuming fire to those who will not hearken to His commandments. 

 

To the land of Canaan at last King Pharaoh himself ordered Moses and 

the children of Israel to go.  It did not happen easily.  God Himself 

delivered them from their taskmasters with a stretched out hand.  God had 

earlier told Moses that at the last judgment Pharaoh himself will urge the 

Israelites to get out of Egypt.  For this reason He had prepared them and 

got them ready for their journey.  God, Who is noted for rewarding His 

children according to their works, did not want the Israelites who had 

served the Egyptians for four hundred and thirty years to go out empty 

handed.  He asked them through Moses to demand from the Egyptians 

jewels of silver and gold and raiment.  And the Lord gave His people favor 

in the sight of the Egyptians so that they lent the Israelites such things as 

they required.  God asked each Israelite family on the fourteenth day of the 

month to kill a lamb or a goat without blemish, a male of the first year, and 

put its blood on two sides of their door post and on the upper post, to roast 

it on fire, and with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it and 

none should be left for the following morning and the bones must not be 

broken.  It must be eaten in haste with loins girded, shoes on and staff in 

hand.  And the blood shall be to you a token upon the houses where ye are 

and when I see the blood I will pass over you. 

 

On the night of the fourteenth day of the first month, exactly four 

hundred and thirty years of the sojourn of the Israelites in the land of 

Egypt, God handed down the last judgment.  The Lord smote the firstborn 

of the Egyptians, the firstborn of Pharaoh, and the firstborn of captives and 

the first born of their cattle.  The anger as a result of this great loss in the 

land and the pressure from the sorrowful people of Egypt made Pharaoh 

give express and unconditional permission to allow Israel to go to Canaan. 
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The way the land of Egypt was significant in the lives of the children of 

Israel the same is the significance of the 'world' in the lives of Christians 

today.  Egypt, the land of the travail of Israel, was a preparatory ground for 

Israel before entering the Promised Land.  So also the world is a 

preparatory ground for the anticipated Kingdom of God.  The Israelites did 

not lose sight of God during their afflictions in Egypt.  As they sought the 

face of God for deliverance, so also we must not lose sight of Him Who 

has already made provision for our deliverance when we were yet sinners, 

so that we may be wrestled out from the clutches of Satan the ruler of this 

world, and head toward the “Promised Land,” our own land of Canaan, the 

land of joy and peace, a beautiful place which Christ has provided for us.  

The way God led Israel out with a “stretched out hand,” from the land of 

Egypt to the land of Canaan, is the same way God leads His own out of 

this wicked world with a “stretched out hand” in the person of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, Who left His throne in heaven and dwelt among men in order 

to reconcile us to God.  His precious blood was shed for us on the Cross of 

Calvary an unparallel sacrifice. He delivered us from the power of 

darkness of this world and translated us to the marvelous light of His 

glorious Kingdom after His resurrection.  This is why we see things 

differently from the angle the world sees them.  That is why we have hope 

that the world does not have.   

 

Another interesting point to note about the Israelites’ journey to the 

land of Canaan is that, not everyone who set out on the journey actually 

reached the land.  Caleb, the son of Jephuneh, and Joshua, the son of Nun, 

were the only adults from the age of twenty upward who left Egypt for 

Canaan and actually reached the land.  Many of them fell by the wayside 

and many fell short of the special grace because of backsliding, 

faithlessness, disobedience and other types of sins, despite the fact that the 

hand of Almighty God was upon them.  The same we are witnessing today 

in the journey to the land of Canaan of our time.  This is not the intention 

of Almighty God for our lives. Neither do I wish that evil should befall 

anybody.  But many people, like Demas, have forsaken the path of 

righteousness because of the seemingly beauty of this world.  The Bible 

has made it clear, “. . . not every one that calls me Lord, Lord will enter 

into the Kingdom of Heaven, except those that do the will of My Father in 

Heaven.”  How many can boast, strictly according to the grace of God and 

our personal ability, of doing the will of God today?  Joshua and Caleb 

walked faithfully and righteously in the presence of the Lord and they 
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made it to the land of Canaan.  So shall it be for all that can endure it 

faithfully and righteously to the end. 

 

I'm  Going That Way 

by James Rowe (1922) 

 
1. I've heard of a land of joy and peace and wonderful light 

(and wonderful light) 

A beautiful place of mansions fair and skies ever bright, 

(and skies ever bright) 

Where all who believe the Savior dear, forever shall stay,  

(for ever shall stay) 

And having been saved by grace divine, I'm going that way. 

 

Chorus: 

I'm going that way, (I'm on that way,)  

I'm going that way, (I'm going that way) 

And Jesus the Savior I adore is with me each day;  

(is with me each day;) 

I'm clinging to Him, (I cling to Him,) 

 and never to stray, (and never to stray,) 

Yes singing His praises all day long,  

I'm going that way. (I'm going that way.) 

 

2. The glorious news I tell and sing, as onward I go, 

 (as onward I go,) 

That those who are still astray in sin my Savior may know, 

 (my Savior may know,) 

I want them to sing His praise above, some beautiful day, 

 (some beautiful day,) 

For glory to Him who died for me, I'm going that way. 

 

3. I know I shall meet Him at the gate, when trials are past, 

 (when trials are past,) 

I know I shall meet Him face to face in glory at last, 

 (in glory at last,) 

And O I believe that when we meet "well done" He will say, 

 ("well done He will say) 

For trusting His soul redeeming love, I'm going that way. 
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The way the promises of God and the prophecies of His 

prophets were manifested and still manifesting, even in our own 

time, the secret of which have been hidden from man, the 

understanding of which is unfathomable and completely beyond 

human reasoning, the same way shall be the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ when the trumpet shall sound.  

Action begat reaction.  Something must happen before certain things 

can manifest.  If Esau had not despised his birthright for a pottage of 

lentils, the business-like Jacob would not have had access to it.  If Rebecca 

did not help Jacob to deceive Isaac into giving him the blessing meant for 

Esau, Jacob would not have had any cause to flee to Laban.  If that did not 

happen, he also would not have  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

been deceived by Laban into marrying Leah and Rachel.  If this did not 

occur maybe there wouldn't have been twelve tribes of Israel.  Maybe 

Joseph would not have been sold into slavery.  Maybe he would not have 

become a ruler in Egypt.  Maybe seventy households of Israel would not 

have come to Egypt nor dwelt in the land of Goshen for four hundred and 

thirty years according to the promise of God to Abraham (Genesis 15:13-

14).  Maybe God would not have needed to deliver them with a stretched 

out hand from their taskmasters in Egypt or brought them back to the land 

of Canaan, the land flowing with milk and honey, according to His 

covenant with Abraham.  Perhaps there would not have been the miracle of 

the parting of the Red Sea.  Manna would not have fallen from heaven for 

them in the wilderness.  The spring of water would not have come out of 

the Rock of Ages for them to drink and the wall of Jericho would not have 

fallen down flat in the presence of children of God.  All these faith-

strengthening events that help Christians of our day to know the mightiness 

of God would not have been revealed.  Maybe the Savior of the world 

would not have come through the tribe of Judah.  The way the promises of 

God and the prophecies of His prophets were manifested and still are 

manifesting in our own time, the secrets of which have been hidden from 

man, the understanding of which is unfathomable and completely beyond 

human reasoning, the same way shall be the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ when the trumpet shall sound.  God Almighty had planned it, the 

Son in the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ implemented it, and the Holy 

Spirit is supervising it in our own time until He comes back again. 
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The Bible tells us 'Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered 

up the Kingdom to God, even the Father, when he shall have put down all 

rule and all authority and power, for He must reign, till he hath put all 

enemies under his feet.  The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.  (I 

Cor. 15:24-26 KJV) 

 

A great day indeed it was.  This was what they had been waiting for.  

The moment they had been waiting to see.  It was the moment of joy in the 

camp of the children of God in the land of Goshen. The moment of 

pronouncement of their freedom from their taskmasters in the land of 

Egypt was a moment of great relief.  The Israelites were full of sighs of 

peace and joy.  They were full of praises to God Almighty in their hearts.  

They were unable to express their joy of their freedom, because they were 

still within the reach of the taskmasters who were still in agony over the 

loss of their firstborn. 

 

Before the "get out" order from Pharaoh, God had prepared the 

Israelites.  At the first notice of the instruction, they assembled at Succoth 

in readiness of their journey to the Promised Land.  God did not lead the 

Israelites through the shortest distance, because the way that seemeth right 

in the sight of man, the end thereof is death.  He did not lead them through 

the land of the Philistines, which was near, so that the Israelites would not 

run back to Egypt when he Philistines rose up against them in war.  In 

fulfillment of His words in Genesis 28:15 (KJV) “.... I am with thee and I 

will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again 

into the land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have 

spoken to thee of.” 

 

The Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud to lead the way 

and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light and never depart from 

them.  As they journeyed on, God told Moses to direct the Israelites to 

camp by the sea before Pihahiroth between Migdol and the sea. 

 

The heart of King Pharaoh was once again hardened in his efforts to 

avenge the judgment of God on the Israelites.  In a great fury he made 

ready his chariots, taking six hundred chosen chariots and all the chariots 

of Egypt and the captains over every one of them, and he pursued the 

children of Israel.  When Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites lifted up their 
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eyes and saw the Egyptian army marching toward them.  They were sore 

afraid and they cried out unto the Lord. 

 

Brethren in the Lord, this portion of the scripture cannot be better 

explained without an illustration.  Imagine what would happen if lion cub 

in their den near the lioness, sighted a pursuing fox.  They will definitely 

cry and immediately go into hiding, and the mother will swiftly dash there 

in readiness to devour any thing that is bothering its offspring. 

 

Unlike the lion cub, the Israelites could only cry when they saw their 

enemy.  They could not go into hiding because in front of them was the 

Red Sea, on their left and right was the wilderness and directly in back of 

them was the host of Egypt’s best warriors. 

 

Let’s pause a bit here brethren, and put ourselves in the position of the 

Israelites.  Many times we find ourselves in a situation like this: the sea of 

our lives is in front of us, while the war of our lives is pursuing us.  The 

wilderness of our lives is full of wild animals, thorny forest and rocky 

landscape.  Hopelessness is on our right and left sides, and we cry in great 

despair and wonder from where our deliverance will come.  Unknown to 

us, at any point in times like this, there is a Pillar of Fire and Cloud who is 

God Almighty between the pursuing enemy and us.  He gives light to us by 

night to guide us in our ways and gives darkness to our enemy to confuse 

them so that their wicked hands will not be able to reach us. 

 

At this time in our lives Almighty God is very close.  Instead of 

seeking His face for deliverance, we always think of a “human” way out.  

It is then that we think to consult the so-called experts, who cannot solve 

their own problems, instead of consulting the Author of life from whom all 

blessings low.  The situation of the Israelites was not like this because they 

knew whom they believed and they were fully persuaded that God is able 

and abundantly able to deliver them.  No doubt they murmured.  Some 

even said, was there no grave in Egypt where they could be buried instead 

of dying in the wilderness,” but their leader did not lose sight of the ability 

of Almighty God.  He said, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of 

the Lord which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have 

seen today, ye shall see them again no more for ever.  The Lord shall fight 

for you and you shall hold your peace.   (Exodus 14:13-14 KJV) 
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Instead of looking for the human way out, Moses consulted the Author 

of life in prayer.  Of course, the response was swift and divine direction 

was handed down.  The Lord said unto Moses "wherefore criest thou unto 

me?  Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward.  But lift thou 

up thy rod and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it, and the 

children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea"  

(Exodus 14:15-16 KJV) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wait a minute.  Let us take the instructions one by one.  The first was 

“speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward.”  Forward to 

where?  Into the sea?  To perish?  That would be the conclusion of 

faithlessness but the message from God to His children was to go forward 

in the time like this.  This is what some people cannot do today.  Instead 

they are downcast and become a prayerless Christian.  They nurse fear.  

They think the end has come and finally they lost their faith in the Lord.  In 

the process of all this, their adversary Satan will catch up with them and 

their life will end up in destruction, as those who do not have God.  “Go 

forward,” in the instruction of God to the Israelites means, 'be progressive 

in faith.'  Do not lose sight of the mightiness of God.  It means put all your 

trust in Him who can deliver you.  It means do not back out, the end of 

your problem is near. The rod in the hand of Moses did not divide the Red 

Sea.  Obedience and faithfulness divided it. It takes a faithful minded 

person to pass through the Red Sea onto dry land with a wall of water as 

high as a mountain on the left and right sides.  We always talk of the 

miracle of the parting of the Red Sea, but we hardly mention how Israel 

“went forward” in faith to claim the promise of God.  God is faithful and 

does not change.  It is our wavering faith that disturbs the implementation 

of God’s plans in our lives. 

 

Faithfulness enhances the manifestation of the miracles of God.  The 

woman with the issue of blood said in her heart, if only I can touch the 

hem of “His” garment, I will be made whole.  She “went forward” and 

immediately she was made whole.  A thirty-eight years old lame man was 

The rod in the hand of Moses did not divide the Red Sea. 

Obedience and faithfulness divided it.  It takes a faithful 

minded person to pass through the Red Sea on dry land with a 

wall of water as high as mountain on the left and right sides. 
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lying at the pool of Bethesda and was patiently waiting to step in when the 

angel stirred it.  He was asked to carry his mat and walk.  He “went 

forward” in faith and was made whole.  Naaman the leper was asked to 

bathe in the river Jordan seven times by the Prophet Elisha.  After much 

persuasion from his wife’s mistress maid he reluctantly “went forward” 

and at the seventh time he was made whole, and his body was like that of a 

newborn baby.  The centurion whose servant was sick of the palsy “went 

forward” in faith when he said “speak the word only and my servant shall 

be healed” and in that hour he was made whole. 

 

In our day of wisdom in science and technology, when a scientist talks, 

a faithful Christian can hardly raise his head in faith because of the fear of 

being ridiculed or of becoming a laughing stock. Many times today when 

we hear that a Christian brother or sister has been diagnosed with cancer or 

one of numerous diseases, the church always chooses to pray that the 

patient may bear the situation at the difficult period, instead of asking 

faithfully in prayer that the hand of Almighty God will move to divinely 

intervene so that the healing process can begin.  Perhaps we have 

concluded that we can no longer witness miracles from God in our own 

time.  If this is the case, we can as well conclude that He that delivered 

Daniel from the den of lions, and Peter from the dungeon of Herod when 

the saints were praying, can no longer stand by us because He is no longer 

on the Throne.  

 

The Bible is very clear about the issue of faith.  The book of Hebrews 

in chapter eleven says, "Without faith it is impossible to please HIM; for he 

that cometh to God must believe that HE IS, and that He is a rewarder of 

them that diligently seek him."   If we do not experience divine intervention 

in our lives today, it is because we do not attempt to please Him by 

faithfully trusting in His divine ability, by believing that He is the great I 

AM, and by seeking Him wholeheartedly and diligently.  
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Personal Reflection Points 

 

1. Compare Sarah’s maid Hagar, an Egyptian bondwoman, to the 

enslavement of the Israelites in Egypt and write your comments. 

 

2. Why did God turn the heart of the Egyptians against the 

Israelites? (Psalm 105:23-25) 

 

3. Why did God want to kill Moses?  (Exodus 4:24) 

 

4. Why did God ask Israelites to borrow gold and other jewels from 

the Egyptians when they were about to move out of Egypt?  
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CHAPTER FIVE 

 

THE BIRTH OF THE KING 

 

"Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; behold a 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name 

Immanuel."  Isaiah 7:14 

 

"For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon His shoulder: and his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The 

Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of His 

government and peace there shall be no end . . ."   Isaiah 9:7-8 

 

In spite of the deadly seed of sin that Satan planted in the heart of man 

in the Garden of Eden, which has not been uprooted, the passionate pursuit 

of man’s heart by the Almighty continued through the ages.  After their 

disobedience, God sought Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:9)  “And the Lord 

God called unto Adam, and said unto him ‘Where art thou?’”  That 

passionate call is still echoing, even in our own time. 

 

We have considered how God carved a generation out of the then-

adulterous and crooked world to be a model of a nation that would be after 

God’s own heart.  God established a covenant with Abraham and He 

fulfilled it.  The nation of Israel came into existence according to His 

covenant. God did not only establish the covenant, but also stood by them, 

nurtured and protected them under His mighty wings.  Despite the 

numerous, mysterious and miraculous moments when He manifested 

Himself as a mighty God among the Israelites, they still fell short of the 

expectation He had for them under the leadership of Moses.  He parted the 

Red Sea for them to cross when the hosts of Pharaoh’s chariots were 

pursuing them.  Immediately afterward, they sought strange gods and 

forced Aaron to make a golden calf for them to worship when Moses went 

to Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments.  In spite of the law 

given to them through Moses, they did not measure up.  Achan still 

brought the strange thing into the camp of the children of God, and for this 

reason many were reported fallen.  And God still sought for man. 
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God mysteriously spoke through His prophets to remind Israel— His 

people— of their first love so that they could seek the face of their Creator. 

 Yet the heart of man wandered away in the wilderness of their folly and 

sin, despising that gentle Hand that beckoned them to come.  Man still hid 

his face from the Creator.  Yet Almighty God still seeks for the heart of 

man.  And last, God mysteriously sent the best of heaven, His only 

Begotten Son, the Word of God, to redirect the mind of man back to the 

Creator, to redirect them back to the path of righteousness from which 

satan derailed them in the Garden of Eden.  Perhaps you are still 

wondering why God is persistently searching for man.  It is because of the 

love that He has for mankind.  Remember, He created man in His own 

image, breathed life into his nostrils, and man became a living being.  The 

curse satan received of God after it had led man to fall in the Garden of 

Eden when God said “the seed of the serpent (which is Satan) will bruise 

the heel of the seed of the woman, and the seed of the woman (which is 

Jesus Christ) will bruise the head of Satan” (Genesis 3:14-15).  The 

prophecies of the man of God, the Prophet Isaiah, and the other prophets of 

God that accurately prophesied the conception, birth and the mission of our 

Lord Jesus Christ on earth must have given Satan at least a scanty 

knowledge of what the assignment of our Lord Jesus Christ would be when 

He comes, because the scripture tells us in the book of Job 1:7 that Satan is 

“going to and fro in the earth and from walking up and down in it.” 

 

When Joseph discovered that Mary was pregnant before they came 

together, a thought came to him to put his wife Mary away privily.  At this 

point you might be of the opinion that Joseph was right and had been very 

thoughtful, since he was not the biological father of the baby Mary was 

carrying.  As right as you think it was, that is the way of natural man.  But 

remember the Word of God in Genesis 1:27; 2:24 and in Matthew 19:3-6 

when the Pharisees tempted Jesus Christ.  They asked whether it is lawful 

for a man to put away his wife for every cause.  Jesus Christ answered, 

“Have ye not read that he which made them at the beginning made them 

male and female and for this cause shall a man leave father and mother and 

shall cleave to his wife and they twain shall be one flesh?  Wherefore they 

are no more twain but one flesh.  What therefore God hath joined together 

let no man put asunder.”  Again, remember the prophecy of the Prophet 

Isaiah in Isaiah 7:14 “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign.  

The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call Him 

Immanuel.”  If Joseph had eventually put away his wife, it would have 



Beyond Human Reasoning 

 

- 60 - 
 

distorted the quality of the Word of God that is noted for the truth it 

contained.  The action would not have given glory to Almighty God and it 

would have affected the Person and the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Notwithstanding the prophecies of His birth and their fulfillment, some 

people, and even some so-called spiritual books of history are still 

blasphemous in their opinion about the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Glory be to God Almighty for His swift intervention through His Angel 

who bade Joseph not to put away his wife.  “Joseph, thou son of David, 

fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her 

is of the Holy Ghost . . .” (Matthew 1:20-21 KJV) 

 

Let us digress a bit and speak intimately on the issue of marriage.  

Today in some homes, marriage has ceased to be a lifetime commitment.  

It is no longer a “till death do us part” type of relationship.  What now 

exists between some husbands and wives is a relationship of convenience. 

If the going is good and it is convenient for both parties, they live together 

in the name of husband and wife.  But if the going gets tough and it is no 

longer mutually convenient, the tune of their song will change and they 

will severe the relationship.  Tolerance is now an archaic idea in modern 

marriage and “unalloyed love” is a thing of the past.  When love is not the 

basis upon which your marriage is contracted, how can the man respond 

positively to the commandment of God that says “husbands love your 

wives the way Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it?”  How can 

the woman “submit herself to her husband in everything,” when she does 

not love him?  Most people today choose to handle the issue of marriage 

based on the way they feel, and not the way God has designed it to be.  

That is how the supposedly holy institution becomes unholy.  Marriage 

should not be a “back to future” issue, because the future is bleak.  It does 

not hold anything good for the institution.  It should be a “back to the 

beginning” issue, the way God in His thoughtfulness instituted it in the 

Garden of Eden, and this should be especially true for those in the 

household of faith. 

 

Some schools of thought perfectly concluded that when God was 

creating Eve, He did not take the bone from the head of Adam, so that the 

woman will not be trampling over the head of her man. Neither did He take 

the bone from the leg of Adam, so that man will not be marching over the 

dignity and glory of the woman.  They say God, in His thoughtfulness, 

took the bone of the rib of Adam, near his heart, so that the woman will be 
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loved as man loves his heart, so that she may be cared for, jealously 

guarded, always by the side of man, side-by-side through their entire lives, 

protecting her, as the ribs protect the delicate organs in the chest cavity.  If 

a man can so cherish his beloved wife, how will the “queen” not submit 

herself to the “king” in everything, according to the Word of God? 

 

As we all know, God is not the author of confusion.  God does not 

intend that a man and a woman be joined together now and separated later. 

 He does not want them to become one today and two in future.  The bitter 

end we are experiencing in marriage today is the product man’s handiwork. 

Glory be to God that Joseph and Mary chose God’s way, even in the face 

of a mysterious phenomenon. 

 

The people of the world were preoccupied with buying and selling 

when the King of kings arrived on earth.  The tax collectors were very 

busy in the service of the governor of Syria and the taxpayers were very 

busy in obedience to the kings of the earth.  They were completely 

insensitive to the spiritual event that commemorated the birth of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  The Angel of the Lord from heaven brought the good tidings 

to the shepherds in the field that were keeping watch over their flocks by 

night.  The good tidings were not revealed to the kings of the world, 

neither were they revealed to the noble men.  They were revealed to the 

lowly ones.   

 

Brethren, let us consider critically the relationship between the 

shepherd and the sheep.  The relationship does not end in the pot of soup.  

It does not end when the animal is exchanged for money in a sale 

transaction to the butcher.  It does not end with its wool sold in commercial 

quantity to the wool manufacturers.  It does not end with its skin turned 

into the leather works in the hand of a tanner.  The relationship between 

the shepherd and the sheep points to the mightiness of God’s love in our 

lives.  It is a symbol of the depth of His spiritual relationship with man.  

The Bible says, “out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.. .”  

King David who wrote Psalm 23 was reflecting on his noble duties before 

he became the king of Israel.  He was recounting his experiences as a 

shepherd boy in the field, caring for the sheep of his father.  He was 

speaking of the Lord’s goodness in guiding him, in His divine provision, 

and in relation to the way he was leading the sheep to abundant pastures to 

graze on the green grass.  King David was meditating on the absolute trust 
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these animals had in him, especially when he recalled the way he fought 

and prevailed against the lion and the bear that attacked the flock and 

related it to how the Lord had been his shepherd in divine protection. 

 

The duties of a shepherd entail loving, caring and being patient.  

Perhaps you don’t have the idea of the duties of a shepherd, but you will 

definitely have the idea of the duties of a babysitter.  These qualities are 

needed before one can successfully baby-sit.  Equally, these qualities must 

be clearly manifested in the life of a shepherd in order for him to be 

effective in his duties.  The shepherd has to be there for the flock to protect 

them from the wolf or wild animals.  He has to be there to lead the flock to 

the green pastures, to ensure that the sheep do not go astray.  Even in the 

night when the flocks are resting, he has to be there so that thief does not 

steal any of the flock.   

 

Have you ever considered that these are the attributes a leader must 

possess in order to enjoy the cooperation and support of his people?  As a 

boy, David the shepherd might have borne the burden of the sheep by 

carrying the weak or sick lamb on his shoulder during a long journey.  Do 

you know that God miraculously prepared King David to be a loving, 

caring and patient shepherd of animals in the field in order to become a 

shepherd of the nation of Israel?   Psalm 78:71-72.    

 

It was when the shepherds were standing by the flock that the angels 

brought the good tidings to them.  The good tidings of salvation are for 

those who care.  It is for who-ever-will, who ever desire.  No wonder our 

Lord Jesus Christ used the word “shepherd” several times to drive home 

his eternal message when He was here with us.  He used the same word to 

illustrate the type of caring he expected of Peter the son of Jonas over His 

flock, and just before His ascension, He asked Peter “Do you love me? . . . 

 Feed my sheep.” 

 

The three wise men knew that the King of kings had been born because 

of their spiritual sensitivity.  They followed the star they saw in the East to 

the manger where baby Jesus was laid and they worshiped Him.  Simeon, a 

man of God in Jerusalem, to whom it had been revealed that he would not 

see death until he saw Jesus, said “Lord now let your servant depart in 

peace according to thy word; for my eyes have seen your salvation.” 
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The shepherd, the three wise men and Simeon the servant of God were 

not spiritually numb.  They were sensitive.  They cared and they rejoiced at 

the arrival of the Messiah that they have been looking forward to see.  The 

tax collector and the taxpayers in Bethlehem did not have time for the 

Savior King, neither were they sensitive enough to offer Him a royal 

welcome.  They could not even offer the corner of their rooms for the 

Messiah to lay His head.  Our Lord Jesus came to dwell with us here, He 

has returned to Heaven, and He is coming back again to judge the 

inhabitants of the earth. Are you in any way better than the tax collector 

and the taxpayer in readiness for His imminent coming?  Are you better 

than them in providing a corner of your heart for His imminent coming?  

Are you better than them in placing your priorities right, by being on the 

lookout for His coming when He shall appear in heaven, when the trumpet 

shall sound? 

 

When Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem the three wise men sought 

after him in order to worship the newborn King of the Jews.  Herod, the 

power drunk king who had now become so jealous of the newborn King, 

was so troubled in spirit when he heard, that he sent the wise men to 

Bethlehem and said “Go and search diligently for the young child and 

when ye have found him bring me word again, that I may come and 

worship him also.” Matthew 2:8.  I want you to note that the subtlety of 

Satan continued here.  Its tactics are the same since beginning of creation.  

It took the form of a serpent in order to deceive and deprive man of joy and 

peace that God gave him in Garden of Eden.  So also the statement of 

Herod the king, who sought to kill infant Jesus Christ, is a bundle of deceit. 

 God Who knows the intent of man led the wise men to their respective 

countries through another way after they had worshiped Jesus, and 

according to the warning of God in a dream that they should not return to 

Herod.  Matthew 2:12 

 

God Who had foreseen the next line of action of King Herod sent an 

Angel to Joseph saying “Arise and take the young child and his mother and 

flee into Egypt and be thou there until I bring thee word; for Herod will 

seek the young child to destroy Him.”  Matthew 1:13.  At this point I want 

you to know that it was not Herod that was seeking to kill Jesus but the 

spirit of Satan that had possessed him, according to our Lord Jesus in the 

book of John 8:44   "Ye are of your father the devil, . . . He was a murderer 
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from the beginning and abode not in the truth, because there is not truth in 

him" . 

 

The thought that the Angel of the Lord asked that the baby Christ be 

taken to the land of Egypt for safety reason reveals how wonderful our 

God is, especially when one takes into consideration the afflictions of 

God’s people, the Israelites, in the land of Egypt and their flight to the 

promised land of Canaan.  Should this be a wonder when one considers 

that the land of Egypt was a land of refuge for Israel at her youthful age.  

The promise of God in the book of Isaiah 43:2 which says “When you pass 

through the waters, I will be with you and when you pass through the 

rivers they will not sweep over you, when you walk through the fire, you 

will not be burned, the flames will not set you ablaze,” gives us an 

assurance that God can do anything and will go to any length to save His 

own. 

 

In Matthew 2:16 King Herod commanded that children of two years 

and under should be killed in Bethlehem, an evidence of how Satan was 

determined to eliminate our Lord Jesus Christ.  This also fulfilled the 

prophecy of the Prophet Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:15; Matthew 2:18), but this 

could not stop the work of salvation that God has designed to be completed 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

When God is for us, who can stand against us?  In the clutches of 

Pharaoh, He delivered the Israelites with a stretched out hand.  In the midst 

of the Red Sea, He miraculously made them to walk on dry land to safety.  

With manna he fed them in the wilderness for forty years.  He turned 

around the evil schemes of Haman against Mordecai and the community of 

Jews for His glory when Haman was hanged on the gallows he had 

prepared for Mordecai.  The Almighty God Who delivered the three 

Hebrews Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from the burning furnace is 

still on His everlasting throne, is still at work in our lives today, if only we 

will give Him a chance in our lives.   

 

Who can stop His mighty hand from repairing the battered spirit of the 

chosen remnant of the generation of Adam and Eve according to His divine 

mercy, according to His divine plan and through His God Incarnate Son?  

Since God so loves us that He made a plan of redemption when we were 

yet sinners, who can stand against the hope of salvation for mankind?  As a 
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man of God rightly put it during our Tuesday prayer meeting in the 

Consulate:  “The best protection in this world is when one is on a mission 

for God.  There may be problems or tribulations, but the man on His 

mission is fully secured, God will give him victory over all, and the cold 

hand of death will not reach him until the mission is fully accomplished.” 

 

 

Personal Reflection Points 

 

1. How many promises of God and the fulfillment of those promises do 

you know of?  What has been the impact of these promises upon your 

life? 

 

2. What is your candid opinion about God's faithfulness concerning His 

Word? 

 

3. We are created in His image.  Why then are some people living 

recklessly and moving away from God?  Why can’t man emulate the 

attributes of God? 

 

4. Put yourself in the position of Joseph.  Consider the directive you 

received in your dream to make decisions about important issues in 

your life. 

 

5    Under what circumstances can a Christian married couple severe their 

relationship? Should forgiveness be taken into consideration in this 

circumstance 
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CHAPTER SIX 

 

 

THE MISSION OF MERCY 

 

During the time of Moses, notwithstanding the fact that some 

murmured and perished in the wilderness, not all were resistant to the 

impulses of Almighty God.  During the period of the kings in Israel, 

despite the cankerworm of idol worship that had eaten some of them up, 

some of the kings and their subjects still paid their homage to God 

Almighty and full recognition was given to the prophets of God. 

 

When the Savior came, in spite of the fact that much had been written 

in the sacred scrolls of Israel about the Messiah, in spite of the fact that 

incalculable prophetic messages had been recorded through the servants of 

God, His own, that is, the household of Israel rejected Him.  The legendary 

religious leaders: the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the powerful Scribes and 

the notable personalities in the religious public life of His time rejected 

Him.  Leaders like Nicodemus came secretly in the night to commune with 

Him, perhaps because of the fear of being singled out as “one of them.”  

However, is there any wonder when you consider deeply the meaning of 

the statement in the Bible after His temptation that “Satan left Him for a 

while.”  Perhaps Satan concluded that if Jesus is untouchable, His people, 

the household of Israel, were touchable.  After all, the evil spirit mentioned 

Him in the list of untouchables when it told the seven sons of Sceva, the 

vagabond Jews who were exorcising in the Name of Jesus Christ, that 

“Jesus I know and Paul I know, but who are you?”  (Acts 19:13-17)  If he 

could not get Jesus Christ, he could make sure that His people, the 

touchable, rejected Him.  Satan the prince of the world did this.  He 

blinded the spiritual eyes of the leaders of Israel, the people that could have 

magnified Him and established in the mind of others the glorious kingdom 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  They all rejected Him. They called Him all sorts 

of names.  Some even said He had the spirit of Beelzebub.  This 

boomeranged on Satan in that the leaders in Israel rejected Him, but the 

lowly in spirit, which were the majority, accepted Him.  And so God used 

the people who were considered foolish to confound the wise men of this 

world for His glory. 
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Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  The first walking step of a 

child in life is in obedience to the instruction to seek the way.  The mother 

will patiently hold the hand of the child, going at the pace of the child, 

guiding the baby to keep him from falling, enduring all the childish play, 

all the distractions, all the falling-downs and the rising-ups that go hand in 

hand with the art of learning how to walk.  From these weak steps the child 

learns how to balance on his feet, how to walk very well, how to run.  The 

child will also learn when to stop and allow danger to pass and how to run  

to safety.  All our activities on earth involve learning in order to survive.  

The teachers that teach in the schools or the professionals in the business 

world are there that we may learn how to find our way of survival on earth. 

 Nobody has ever proclaimed to be the spiritual “way” except our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  He was there at the beginning and He already knows the end. 

 He came from above, from the Father.  No one has ever laid claim over 

“Truth” under the sun, except He that dwelt in the Truth, neither has 

anyone described himself as “Life” except the Master of Life Himself.  

The King of kings came to this world in the manger among the harmless 

sheep in order to show us that power does not reside with the powerful rod, 

nor devastating weapons of war, neither with the wealthy and proud hearts, 

but that the first step to greatness is humility.  The thief came to steal and 

destroy but the Son of Man came to give us life abundantly. 

 

The law of God through Moses was written on the tablet of stone, but 

Jesus came to rewrite the law of God in our hearts through the Gospel.  

The law of God through Moses was a perfect law but the people under the 

law were imperfect.  No one was found justified in it because the clause of 

grace was absent in the law.  The blood of rams and bullocks might have 

marked the sins that would be forgiven but the cleansing power was not in 

the blood of a ram.  It represented the shadow of our great expectation 

from God, not the real cleansing through the Blood of Jesus the Messiah.  

If the first covenant was faultless, there would have been no need for the 

second one.  Hence the reason for the manifestation of His presence with 

us on earth.  Among us the Son of Man dwelt, going in and out and eating 

with sinful men.  He does not love our sins, but he loves the sinful men.  

He was dealing with all our shortcomings and healing all our infirmities 

and teaching us the ways and the mind of God in examples and in deeds.  

He experienced the nature man in order to approach our situation with 

compassion and mercy and so that He could redirect our feet from the path 

of destruction that leads to death to the path of life eternal.  The Son of 
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God came into this world to inculcate in us the way of heaven, the 

kingdom of Almighty God.  It is not brief holiness in the presence of God 

that counts, but a daily living of the Gospel life in the presence of God for 

His glory. 

 

From the power of darkness He delivered us and brought us into His 

marvelous light.  He is the Prince of Peace, Everlasting Counselor, the 

Great I Am.  He reconciled us to God and restored the glory and mercy of 

God that we lost in Adam.  Every nation of the earth is blessed through 

Him.  Worthy He counted us in His presence, joint-heirs He made us with 

Him and the precious fruit of the earth He described us.   

   

Truly, truly I say to you everyone who commits sin is the slave 

of sin.  And the slave does not remain in the house forever, the 

son does remain forever.  If therefore the Son shall make you 

free, you shall be free in deed.  I know that you are Abraham's 

offspring, yet you seek to kill me, because my word has no 

place in you.  I speak the things which I have seen with My 

Father, therefore you also do the things which you heard from 

your father. They answered and said to Him 'Abraham is our 

father.'  Jesus said to them, if you are Abraham's children, do 

the deeds of Abraham.  But as it is, you are seeking to kill me, a 

man who has told you the truth, which I heard from God; this 

Abraham did not do. You are doing the deeds of your father.  

They said to Him, "We were not born of fornication, we have 

one Father, even God.  Jesus said to them, 'If God were your 

father, you would love me, for I proceeded forth and have come 

from God, for I have not even come on my own initiative, but 

He sent me.  Why do you not understand what I am saying?  It 

is because you cannot hear my word.  You are of your father the 

devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a 

murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth 

because there is not truth in him. 

 

If somebody asks you “Who killed Jesus Christ?”  Your swift and obvious 

response may be “the Jews.”  One Sunday morning a minister of God said 

during his sermon that somebody asked him a pertinent question.  “You are 

a minister of God.  By the way, in your own understanding, Who do you 

say killed Jesus Christ?  He replied, “I did.”  When relating the answer of 
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the minister of God with the passage above, we can rightly conclude that 

the minister was right. You and I in our sinful nature, when that old man 

Satan was still dwelling in our spirit, we killed Jesus Christ.  Better still, the 

same Satan who possessed the serpent to deceive Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden, who led them to their death according to the judgment of 

God, that same Satan who was going to and fro on the surface of the earth, 

the same Satan who attempted through King Herod to kill Jesus Christ at 

birth, the same Satan who tempted the Son of Man three times at the 

beginning of His mission on earth before Jesus said “Get thee behind me, 

Satan,” the devil, the murderer from the beginning, he killed Jesus Christ.   

 

Before His ministry on earth, our Lord Jesus Christ was baptized by 

John the Baptist.  As he came out of the water “...the heavens were opened 

unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 

lightning upon Him; and lo, a voice from heaven saying, this is my beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17) 

 

Thereafter the Spirit led Him to the wilderness and for forty days and 

forty nights He fasted.  We must consider with keen interest every event 

that took place here.  In obedience to the righteousness that existed in His 

own time, Jesus Christ was baptized in the River Jordan.  Christ’s baptism 

at the hand of John the Baptist, who confessed that he was unworthy to 

loose His shoelaces, was a great lesson of humility to all of us.  It also 

provided a good example for all believers because Jesus Christ Himself 

underwent the baptism of water.  The heavenly host rejoiced and 

acknowledged the event by bearing Him divine witness.  It is certain that 

many of the people who witnessed His baptism heard the voice from 

above.  Before this time, it was not recorded in the history of man that an 

audible voice was clearly heard from heaven in this way.  

 

Brethren, have you ever wondered why God revealed the divinity of 

Jesus Christ upon His baptism, when an audible voice was heard in Heaven 

that said, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 

3:17 NIV)  The audible voice from heaven was heard two times in the 

Bible in the same form.  The first one revealed the divinity of Jesus Christ 

unto us and the second specifically pointed us to Heaven with an important 

message, that we should listen to Him and follow Him.  Matthew 17:5 The 

spiritual contamination that the disobedience of our fore parents brought 

forth as the consequences of their sins in Eden can only be made clean if 
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we know His only Begotten Son, Who has power to redeem and to save us, 

if we follow His teachings and His way of life. 

 

Jesus Christ did not commence His ministry immediately after His 

baptism.  The Spirit led Him to the wilderness.  You may wonder why the 

Spirit led Him to the wilderness and not to the synagogue.  What was He 

doing in the wilderness during the forty days and nights?  To these 

questions the Bible says “... My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 

your ways my ways ...,” declares the Lord.  “As the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 

your thoughts.”  (Isaiah 55:8-9 NIV)  Let us reflect on the state of holiness 

that accompanied the baptism of Jesus Christ and the divine acceptance of 

Him by the Father.  For the Spirit to lead Him to the wilderness at this very 

moment of glory and not directly to the people that He came to save, was 

an indication of an important mission He had to accomplish in the 

wilderness. 

 

There are various opinions about what He might have been doing in 

those forty days and nights in the wilderness.  The most widely held 

opinion is that he was praying for the success of His ministry that was 

about to take off.  Who knows whether Jesus Christ, the Second Adam, 

went into the wilderness to take the first step of reconciling man to God 

Almighty?  Who knows whether Jesus Christ in the spiritual realm went 

into the wilderness, into the Garden of Eden where the first Adam was 

driven out, to seek the face of the Father Almighty, to intercede on behalf 

of man for the forgiveness of our sins and to obtain that glorious and 

incorruptible nature with which man had been created in the beginning?  

Who knows whether the King of kings went there to continue in the will of 

God at the point where the first Adam failed in the beginning?  Who knows 

whether the Savior Jesus Christ went there to plead with God on our behalf 

as Abraham pleaded on behalf of Sodom and Gomorrah?  Who knows 

whether the Son of Man went there to commune with the saints that have 

slept in the Lord, like the event that took place during His Transfiguration? 

  

Whatever may be our “who knows” about the events that took place in 

the life of our Lord Jesus Christ during those long forty days and nights, 

the bottom line is that Jesus Christ, the only Begotten Son of the Living 

God came to this world in order to reconcile us to the Father and redeem us 

with His precious Blood.  The Bible tells us in the book of Deuteronomy 
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that “the secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed 

belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words 

of this law.” (Deuteronomy 29:29 NIV)  The blood-like sweat that came 

out of His body while He was praying in the Garden of Gethsemane “...O 

my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I 

will, but as thou wilt” was made known to us because it pleased God that 

His disciples may witness the events so that we may always opt that the 

will of God in our lives may have its way. 

 

Brethren, think of those lonely, long forty days in the wilderness.  

Think of the lonely, dark and silent nights in the wilderness with its scary 

sounds.  If this is what the foundation of our salvation entails, it is worth 

considering with appreciation.  

 

"And when the tempter came to Him, he said, if thou be Son of 

God command that these stones be made bread.  But He 

answered and said, it is written, man shall not live by bread 

alone but every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God'. 

The  devil taketh Him up into the holy city, and setteth Him on 

a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto Him, if thou be Son of 

God, cast thyself down, for it is written, He shall give His 

angels charge concerning thee, and in their hands they shall 

bear thee up lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

 Jesus said unto him 'it is written again, thou shall not tempt the 

Lord thy God'.  Again, the devil taketh Him up into an 

exceeding high mountain and sheweth Him all the kingdoms of 

the world  and the glory of them and saith unto Him, all these 

things will I give thee if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  

Then saith Jesus unto him. 'Get thee hence Satan: for it is 

written, thou shall worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shall 

thou serve.' (Matthew 4:3-10 KJV)  

 

The Bible tells us that He fasted for forty days and forty nights.  It is 

obvious that after that number of days without food, our Lord was 

definitely in need of sustenance.  The time Satan chose to tempt Him 

provides evidence that Satan must have considered the facts:  (1) Adam 

and Eve who had all sufficiency in terms of food, peace and communion 

with the Creator in the Garden of Eden, still failed the test of choice; (2) 

Eve coveted and was enticed by the beautiful fruit of the tree of the 
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knowledge of good and evil; and (3) because of their selfish and greedy 

desire to be wise like the Almighty, they disobeyed the commandment of 

God.  Now, here is the Son of Man who has been without food for forty 

days and nights.  He will not pass the test either, Satan thought.  This he 

has done so that the mission of the Lord Jesus Christ to reconcile man to 

God may not materialize, so that the glory he led mankind to lose in the 

Garden of Eden may not be restored.  In case you are wondering, the image 

of a wounded lion will best describe the situation of Satan.  What do you 

expect of the king of Tyre who was created as the model of perfection?  In 

the beginning he was full of wisdom and perfect in beauty, an anointed and 

ordained guardian cherub standing in the presence of God Almighty before 

wickedness was found in him and he was driven out in disgrace from the 

mount of God. 

 

Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and 

say to him: 'This is what the Sovereign Lord says:  You were 

the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  

You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone 

adorned you; ruby topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and 

jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and 

mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created 

they were prepared.  You were anointed as a guardian cherub, 

for so I ordained you.  You were on the holy mount of God; you 

walked among the fiery stones.  You were blameless in your 

ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found 

in you.  Through your widespread trade you were filled with 

violence, and you sinned.  So I drove you in disgrace from the 

mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from 

among the fiery stones.  Your heart became proud on account 

of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of 

your splendor.  So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle 

of you before kings.  By your many sins and dishonest trade 

you have desecrated your sanctuaries.  So I made a fire come 

out from you and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes 

on the ground in the sight of all who were watching.  All the 

nations who knew you are appalled at you; you have come to a 

horrible end and will be no more.'  (Ezekiel 28:12-19 NIV) 
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Some have been so curious and have wondered and asked, “Could it be 

that God could not deal with Satan in heaven, so He caused him to be 

driven to earth?”  Perhaps we need to refresh our minds that the earth is the 

land of the living and God created man to have dominion over every living 

creature on earth.  God is not the author of confusion.  He could not have 

made man to be in dominion over earth and at the same time sent Satan to 

earth to compete with man.  Satan was cast down in order that he may be 

reduced to nothing, that he may become useless, to be ignored because he 

is a disgraced spiritual being, an alien in the land of the living.  Satan 

cannot exist on his own.  Satan is not a fiery black monster with horns on 

his head, as people perceive him to be.  He must first possess a living being 

before he can function through his victim.  Today the world accepts the 

idea that Satan is on a throne on earth ruling because of the fact that man 

always consents to the suggestion of Satan in our minds.  These have been 

the means he has employed to drag people along with him to the hellfire 

that God made for him and his followers only. 

 

From the beginning Satan has been tempting man to disobey the law of 

God.  There is no man under the sun who is impervious to the attack of 

Satan.  He invaded the lives of Adam and Eve, causing them to disobey 

God in Eden.  They were shown the way out of the Garden of God as the 

consequence of their sins.  He entered the life of Cain who killed his 

brother Abel.  He entered the life of Saul the son of Kish, the first anointed 

king of Israel, who sought help from the witch of Endor, in order to consult 

with the dead spirit of Samuel, instead of repenting of his sins and asking 

God to help him.  He died in his sins the following day. 

 

Our lives are not different from the people of old.  The enemy comes 

between husbands and wives and causes their love to wax cold and turn 

sour so that they end in divorce.  He divides friends and causes them to 

become enemies.  He incites war between countries to make the blood of 

innocent citizens’ flow thereby defiling the land.  The evil one steps into 

the lives of some of the servants of God and turns them around to become 

tools in his hands.  He pervades the lives of some, altering their normal 

biological behavior and characteristics, and turns them into satanic 

hybrids— the remnant of the perverted generation of Sodom and 

Gomorrah— homosexuals and lesbians. 
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Satan always comes into the lives of his victims at the time of their 

greatest need, at the time of their greatest desire, when we crave for 

something or to become something.  Usually he employs his old method 

“subtlety” to persuade us to sign his deadly contract.  “Just do it” is always 

suggested in deceit.  Your desires will be fulfilled and you will get what 

you want.  This he does to take away our birthright, the great and 

marvelous life that God gave us and that belongs to us, and replaces it with 

deceit.  The end result is always miserable.  The contract of Satan cannot 

be easily breached.  Once you are rolled in, it becomes a permanent and 

indelible mark on the spotless life God gave us.  The best way out of his 

mess is not to give in to his devilish suggestions.  Do not allow yourself to 

fall into temptation because when you fall in, it always difficult to climb 

out of the clutches of Satan. 

 

This was the crossroad where Satan was relentlessly scheming and 

plotting against the Hope of Salvation toward mankind.  But Jesus Christ 

Who is all knowing, spiritual and Who had being before the earth was 

formed, answered him back with the Word of God found in Deuteronomy 

8:3 “that man shall not live by bread alone....” 

 

Satan must have been jolted by the reply of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

decided to hatch up another strategy in order to ensure that he derail Him 

from this great mission.  He must have concluded that the only way he 

could perfectly do this was to tempt Him with the Word of God, the word 

that Jesus cherished so much and the only language Satan felt Jesus would 

understand and be overtaken with.  He cunningly quoted from the book of 

(Psalm 91:11-12 KJV)  “.... for it is written, He shall give His angels 

charge concerning thee, and in their hands they shall bear thee up lest at 

any time thou dash thy foot against a stone” while asking Jesus Christ to 

cast Himself down from a pinnacle of the temple. 

 

Be aware, beloved one, that if Satan our adversary knows and can 

manipulate the sacred weapon given to the children of God to fight the 

wiles of the enemy, that means we are in for a great war, and it is a 

question of survival of the fittest.  It simply means that we must know how 

to use the weapon perfectly and effectively better than the enemy before 

we can defeat him with the weapon.  Paul in his epistle to the Ephesians 

admonished thus:   
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“Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of 

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  

Wherefore take unto you the whole amour of God that ye may be able 

to withstand in the evil day and having done all, to stand.  Stand 

therefore, having your loins girt about with truth and having on the 

breast plate of righteousness.  And your feet shod with preparation of 

the gospel of peace.  Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 

shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  And take the 

helmet of salvation, and the sword of the spirit, which is the word of 

God.  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit 

and watching there unto with all perseverance and supplication for all 

saints.” Eph.6:11-18   

 

Jesus Christ who knew better did not fall into the trap of the enemy.  

He simply referred Satan to the word of God once again when he said “. . . 

It is written again, thou shall not tempt the Lord thy God.”  (Deuteronomy 

6:16;  Matthew 4:7) 

 

Satan, who always strives hard, did not relent in his efforts to bring 

down our Lord the way he brought down man, and continued in his wicked 

way.  He took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed Him all the 

kingdoms of the world and the glory therein, with a promise that all will be 

given to Christ if only He would fall down and worship him. 

 

Here once again I want you to know that unlike our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Satan does not give out free gifts.  Whatever gift one receives from Satan, 

that individual will pay dearly for it. If Satan makes you a rich or a 

powerful man in this world, you will not only lose eternity, he will also 

make sure you pay dearly with whatever you love so much and cherish in 

this world in return for his Greek gift.  The people that have passed 

through the den of Occultism will tell the story better.  If by the influence 

of unusual and abnormal power you borrowed from Satan in the form of 

charm, juju or talisman and you rise to an enviable status in this world, by 

the time you pay Satan back for what you have taken from him, it would be 

disastrous.  It has happened before and it is still happening.   
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Satan knew that if Jesus Christ worshiped him, it would amount to the 

disobedience to the law of God as written in the book of Exodus 20:3-5.  

He wanted Him to fall from His glorious grace so that His mission would 

not be fulfilled.  Like a fisherman who throws a fishing hook with large 

bait into the water with the intention of catching the innocent fish who is 

comfortably swimming in its natural abode, Satan exhibited the kingdoms 

of this world to Jesus Christ and offered them to Him in exchange for the 

work of salvation He was to complete in this world for man.  Christ who 

knew Himself and all the rights due to Him as the Beloved Son of God and 

Who was with God at creation, knew that angels were created to serve God 

and not God-in-person to serve Satan.  Dearest in the Lord, do you know 

your rights as a child of God?  Do you know that you are a peculiar people, 

a chosen generation, a royal priesthood and a joint-heir with our Lord Jesus 

Christ?  And if so, have you been faithfully claiming those rights?  Many a 

time Christians find themselves at this type of crossroad, when the worldly 

riches are being dangled in their eyes in exchange for the precious 

salvation of their souls.  At times the evil thought emanates from the mind 

saying “. . .Are you out of your mind?  You can’t let this go.  Go ahead and 

do it.  After all you are a Christian.  You will repent of the sin . . .”  But the 

Word of God says, "what shall it profit a man, if he gains the whole world 

but lose his own soul or what shall a man exchange with his soul." At a 

crossroad like this, the powerful eyes of Almighty God are watching us, so 

also is the heavenly host.  If your decision brought glory to God, heaven 

will rejoice.  But our Lord was not taken unaware.  He was extremely 

aware of the subtlety of Satan and He firmly rejected the bait with strong 

resistance and authority when He said “... Get thee behind me, Satan: for it 

is written thou shall worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou 

serve.”  Luke 4:8. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.  (James 4:7) 

The Lord Jesus Christ resisted Satan and he fled as the book of (Matthew 

4:11 KJV) told us, “then the devil leaveth Him, and, behold, angels came 

and ministered unto Him.” 

 

Imagine your son is a boxer.  He has a world championship title event 

at stake and for one reason or another you cannot be at ringside to watch.  

You can only watch the match on television.  Surely your whole attention 

will be focused on the event and you will not allow any distraction at that 

moment.  In that same way heaven was watching in detail each event 

between Jesus Christ and Satan that day.  When you see your son who just 

knocked out his opponent and was pronounced the new world champion,  
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how will you feel?  The joy of Almighty God was greater than that when 

our Lord Jesus Christ gave Satan a spiritual technical knock out.  Think of 

that remark brethren “angels came and ministered unto Him” which means 

they were watching the events.  Brethren, this was just the pre-game show. 

 It was not the main event.  The main event took place at the Cross and, 

after three days, upon His resurrection our Lord Jesus Christ was 

pronounced the winner. 

 

Since the exit of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden, death has 

been marking the end of mankind, except for Enoch and Elijah.  We all 

read that after the temptation of Jesus Christ, the Bible recorded, “he 

(Satan) departed from Him (Jesus Christ).”  Brethren, I want you to know 

that this is for a season.  This event did not mark the end of Satan’s contact 

with Jesus Christ.  Perhaps satan concluded that although Jesus did not fall 

into temptation like Adam, He would end up in death like Adam because 

death marks the end of mankind on earth and the best way to do this was 

by killing him through the household of Israel whom He came to save. 

 

What was the price?  At Gethsemane it took him a sleepless night 

with drops of blood-like sweat from his brow when he prayed and pleaded 

with the Father that the cup of agony may pass from Him, nevertheless not 

His will but the will of God be done.  It took God Almighty to insist that 

His standard of salvation would not be lowered when He allowed His only 

begotten Son to go through the ordeal of the cross so that salvation may be 

obtainable at no cost to man.  It took Him a crown of thorns upon His 

glorious head and the pointed edge of a sword piercing His side.  At 

Pontius Pilate’s palace, in the presence of mammoth crowd shouting, 

"Crucify Him!" "Crucify Him!!", the righteous "Son of Man" received the 

judgment of death from the unrighteous sons of men. At the place of 

Golgotha it took the Savior of the world to be crucified to the Cross for our 

sins. Imagine the weight of the sin of the whole world on Him, the sins He 

did not commit.  It took Him standing in the gap for man, pleading in pain, 

and yet with unfeigned love saying “Father forgive them because they 

know not what they are doing.” 

 

He was mocked by the governors’ soldiers in the Praetorium and a 

crown of thorns was put upon His glorious head.  He was spat upon.  In 

Golgotha, at the place called Skull where he was crucified amidst the 

criminals, they offered wine mixed with gall to the Lord of lords.  In our 
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Christian life journey, how many times have we been ridiculed or treated 

shabbily because of His holy Name’s sake?  What has always been your 

reaction?  Was it mentioned in the Bible that Jesus Christ reacted in 

revenge for their wickedness?  No.  Instead He was pleading with the 

Father saying “Father forgive them for they know not what they are 

doing.”   

 

There is a lesson in humility for us all here.  We all want to be like 

Jesus, but can we bear what Jesus Christ bore for us?  In this Christian life 

journey, you will definitely be given a dose of wine mixed with gall to 

drink.  This is not a curse, it is a reality.  The form it will take I do not 

know but at the point of your reaction toward these bitter taste mixers, 

remember that our Lord Jesus Christ went through the same process before 

His death on the cross.  

  

Imagine the depth of sorrow Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ must 

have experienced.  Think of the ordeal and pain associated with pregnancy 

when Jesus Christ was in the womb of Mary.  Think of the travail and pain 

of birth.  Think of the burden of nurturing the baby, the sleepless nights, 

the caring and affection that a mother must show to her baby, the rod for 

correction, the staff for direction, and all that is associated with training a 

child to successfully reach adulthood.  Imagine this was once the child you 

interacted with, reasoned with, and shared the moments of joy with, a child 

you laughed with, a child you scolded when the need arose.  Imagine the 

agony of a mother and the unbearable pain when Mary was watching the 

first fruit of her womb afar off in the process of crucifixion, watching as 

He hung helplessly on the Cross in excruciating pain, watching when Jesus 

Christ said to his disciple “Behold your mother.”  Imagine the daily 

courage of Mary, mother of our Lord, since Angel Gabriel had revealed 

these things to her from the beginning.  Imagine Mary’s state of mind 

when she daily thought and wondered what would be the end of her 

beloved Son.  She witnessed the life of her child being terminated in the 

prime of his life on the Cross, for sins He did not commit, according to the 

will of Almighty God, so that the path of our spiritual destruction as a 

result of Adam and Eve’s disobedience in Eden may be altered eternally 

for the glory of God! 

 

Little did Satan know that only by the death of Jesus Christ would 

salvation be brought to mankind. The plan of salvation was completely 
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hidden from Satan.  Jesus Christ died on the cross of Calvary and His 

precious blood became the soul-cleansing agent for the sin-sick souls of 

who come to Him in repentance.  Upon his death, the Bible tells us that 

there was darkness over the earth for three days, but at the dawn of the 

third day, God Almighty changed the darkness to a marvelous bright light, 

and Jesus Christ was resurrected from death.  This is the foundation upon 

which our salvation is based. 

 

Consider the price He paid to bring you this far in your Christian 

life journey.  Consider His loving kindness, His promise of eternity in His 

Kingdom and His faithfulness. Consider that soft and tender voice saying 

“Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden I will give you rest.” 

Consider the glory that we lost in Adam that was made available to us by 

grace through faith in Christ Jesus.   

 

 Christians are noted for singing the sweet story of love but I 

wonder why the story of love of Mary Magdalene is not common in our 

lips.  Mary Magdalene was a demon-possessed woman who received 

deliverance at the hand of Jesus Christ.  From the moment of deliverance 

in her life, she never departed from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Mary Magdalene, the former demon-possessed woman who has 

now been delivered and redeemed was the only person recorded in the 

Bible that stood in the gap of love, to whom it was revealed, according to 

the mercy of the Lord, what could have become a missing link about the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, because of her matchless affection for our 

Lord Jesus Christ through the three crucial stages of Jesus Christ’s mission 

on earth. 

 

She never departed from the Lord when Jesus Christ was Son of 

Man in His coming in and going out with sinners, healing our infirmities 

and showing us the way to heaven.  She was the woman who anointed the 

feet of our Lord Jesus Christ with precious oil from an alabaster box and 

wiped His feet with her hair. (Luke 7:37-38; Luke 8:2) 

 

She was there watching Him helplessly in His travail at the hand of 

Pontius Pilate, Pharisees and Sadducees and the community of Jews that 

served as powerful instruments in the hand of Satan when they shouted 

“Crucify Him!  Crucify Him!”  She was in the company of the precious 
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She beheld a buried Jesus Christ in the sepulchre covered with a 

great stone and being watched by the governor’s soldiers.  She 

beheld the empty tomb and the heavenly hosts were revealed to 

her.  She was the first person in the whole wide world to behold 

the beauty of Jesus Christ in glory when He was resurrected. 

women that were watching Him in sorrow, from a distance in the Place of 

Golgotha, amidst His mockers.  "Among these women were Mary 

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Jones and the mother of 

Zebedee's sons.”  (Matthew 28:55-56 NIV)  They followed Jesus from 

Galilee to care for His needs.  

 

Mary Magdalene who loved Jesus while He was with us on earth, 

who loved Him dying for us on the cross, who loved Him even when He 

was buried in the tomb, was at Jesus’ tomb early on the first day of the 

week while it was still dark.  She saw that the big stone had been removed 

from the entrance of the tomb.  She ran back to the disciples to inform 

them of what happened.  The disciples came and Peter went into the tomb. 

 He only saw the strips of linen lying and the burial cloths.  They all went 

back to their houses, but Mary stood outside the tomb weeping and 

wondering what might have happened to the body of the Lord.  With this 

heavy heart she bent down to look into the tomb again and she saw what 

was not revealed to Peter and the disciples who went into the tomb.  

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

She saw two angels in the tomb that asked her “Woman, why are you 

crying?”  As she turned around, she saw Jesus standing but she did not 

realize until Jesus Christ revealed Himself to her. She cried out in Aramaic, 

“Raboni.”  Jesus said, “Do not hold onto me, for I have not yet returned to 

the Father.  Go instead to my brothers and tell them, I am returning to my 

Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” 

 

Because of her love for Him, and her unparalleled perseverance, 

Mary Magdalene, the ‘once upon a time seven demon-possessed woman,’ 

the wretched sinner like you and me was blessed with a rare experience.  

She beheld a living Jesus Christ at work in His ministry of reconciliation 

on earth. She beheld a dying Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary among 

the centurions who confessed the divinity of Jesus Christ when they said, 

“Truly He is the Son of God.”  She beheld a buried Jesus Christ in the 

sepulchre covered with a big stone and being watched by the governor’s 
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soldiers.  She beheld the empty tomb and the heavenly hosts were revealed 

to her.  She was the first person in this wide world to behold the beauty of 

Jesus Christ in glory when He was resurrected. 

 

Jesus Christ left his glory in Heaven 

And came into this world of sin because of sinners 

 

He was going in and out with sinners 

Teaching them the way of Heaven  

But their sins He hated 

 

He healed the infirmities of sinners 

Their hopes of eternal lives He raised. 

 

He was judged by the sinners  

And crucified by the sinners 

Sinners challenged his divinity,  

Sinners defended his divinity 

He died for the sinners, in-between sinners,  

But the sinner on the right hand 

Was the first to be with Him in Paradise  

 

At the early hour of His resurrection day 

A prominent sinner,  

but now a redeemed child of the Living God 

Was the first to see Him in Glory. 

Jesus Christ is truly the life line 

That sinners pass from eternal death to eternal life 

 

How wonderful to know  

that the misery of ignorance of a sinner  

Deeply touches the heart of the Creator! 

 

What is wrong with the spirit of love we were given at Calvary?  

Why is our love waxing cold now when we are supposed to appreciate 

Him better in our lives for the marvelous difference He has made?  Paul 

rightly put it in his epistle to the brethren in Rome when he asked, “Who 

shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?” (Romans 8:35)  
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Do you remember the powerful message of love behind His death for us on 

the cross every moment of your life? 

 

His resurrection is evidence of eternal life. There is no knowledge 

nor understanding that can explain the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, unless the Holy Spirit reveals it Himself. It is beyond human 

comprehension.  The secrecy of the plan and the manifestation of the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ is known only to God Almighty, because it 

never happened before in the history of man that a dead man resurrected 

ON HIS OWN to live again.  If Jesus Christ did not die publicly on the 

cross of Calvary in the place of Golgotha, in the presence of the centurion 

who said, “Truly He was the Son of God,” people may come up with a 

story that He hid himself for those three days of darkness mentioned and 

reappeared again.  If He was not buried in the sepulchre by that honorable 

counselor, Joseph of Arimathaea, who begged for the body of Jesus Christ, 

people should have demanded for the evidence of his burial.  If a big stone 

had not been rolled to cover the entrance of the sepulchre on the authority 

of the king and centurions appointed to watch the sepulchre, as recorded in 

the Bible, the wise men of our time should have asked for the location of 

where He was buried. 

 

If Satan had known that death could not and cannot mark the end of 

Jesus Christ, if the legendary ‘old man’ knew that Jesus Christ would alter 

the course of nature by laying down His life and taking it back, he would 

not have sought to kill Jesus Christ though the Pharisees, Sadducees and 

the community of Jews who were shouting in unison “Crucify Him! 

Crucify Him!”  If satan knew that the death of Jesus Christ was the key to 

the salvation of mankind, if he knew that the blood of sinless Jesus Christ 

is the cleansing detergent of sin, he would not have sought to kill the King 

of kings at the hand of Pontius Pilate. 

 

He came into the world miraculously as a lowly babe in a manger, 

the sinless Son of Man who died sorrowfully, a painful death amidst the 

criminals on the Cross of Calvary, was bearing the burden of our sins, 

when “the serpent bruised the heel of the seed of the woman.” But the 

King of kings rose triumphantly from the dead when “the seed of the 

woman bruised the head of the serpent” (Genesis 3:15).  This was the 

devastating judgment of God upon the serpent for the crime of deceit he 

committed against mankind in the Garden Eden.  This is the manifestation 
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of our victory over the power of darkness.  This is the evidence that the 

gate of Hell shall not prevail upon the noble course we found and followed 

in the gospel our Lord Jesus Christ.  This marks the end of the torment, of 

the power of Satan over mankind.  Brethren, this is important and do not be 

ignorant of this fact.  This is the secret that Satan never wants any man 

under Heaven to know.  This is the accomplishment of the mission of 

reconciliation that brought Jesus to the dwelling place of mankind.  

 

Personal Reflection Points 

 

1. What is the meaning of His mission on earth to you? 

 

2. In your own opinion, what was the state of mind of the 

disciples immediately after the death  of Jesus Christ, before  

resurrection? 

 

3. Assuming you are one of the twelve disciples of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, how would you have felt when he showed His 

pierced hands and legs to Thomas? 

 

4. What is the positive side of Thomas’ doubtfulness to 

unbelievers today? 

 

5. What is the secret behind the boldness of the disciples on the 

day of Pentecost? 

 

     6. What is your comment about the effectiveness of the teaching 

of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

 

     7. What is your opinion about the bone-marrow piercing 

statements of Jesus Christ to the Scribes, Pharisees and the 

Sadducees? 

 

      8. What manner of man is Jesus Christ to you? 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

 

CHURCH: HIS KINGDOM ON EARTH 

 

 "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one the Son of Man 

came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of 

days, and they brought him near before him.  And there was 

given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom that all people, 

nations and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an 

everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his 

kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."   (Daniel 7:13-14 

KJV) 
 

". . . because He was nigh to Jerusalem, and because they 

thought that the kingdom of God should immediately appear . 

. . A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for 

himself a kingdom, and to return." (Luke 19:11-12 KJV) 
 

"And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he 

was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.  

And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went 

up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which 

also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 

heaven?  This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into 

heaven, shall so come in the like manner as ye have seen him 

go into heaven."  (Acts 1:9-11 KJV) 
 

After the resurrection of our Lord, the Bible tells us that He 

ascended into heaven, an undisputable fact, but it was more than that 

because over seven centuries before Christ came to this world, God 

revealed to the prophet Daniel in the night vision the ascension of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, how the “Son of man” came with the clouds of heaven to the 

Ancient of Days which is the Almighty God, Who gave him dominion, 

glory and a kingdom with a commandment that all people, nations and 

languages should worship Him.  Before His ascension, and during His 

address to the disciples on how to continue after Him, our Lord Jesus 

Christ expressly told the disciples “. . . all powers is given to me both in 

heaven and on earth . . .”  Matthew 28:18 is evidence and fulfillment of the 

prophecy of Daniel. 
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There is a point we must not lose sight of in the prophecy “. . . all 

people, nations and languages should worship Him.”  This gave us a clear 

indication that the spiritual kingdom He received from Almighty God, the 

Ancient of Days is to be established on earth.  The obvious big question 

that follows this is “Has the kingdom been established? and where?  This 

takes us to the prophecy of Isaiah and that of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

"And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the 

mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in the top of 

the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all 

nations shall flow unto it.  And many people shall go and say, 

come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 

house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and 

we will walk in his paths; for out of Zion shall go forth the law, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem."  (Isaiah 2:2-3 KJV) 

 

"When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi,  he 

asked his disciples, saying, 'Whom do men say that I the Son of 

man am?'  And they said, 'some say that thou art John the 

Baptist; some, Elias; and others, Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.'  He saith unto them, 'but whom say ye that I am?'  

And Simon Peter answered and said, 'Thou art the Christ, the 

Son of Living God'  And Jesus answered and said unto him, 

'Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not 

revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.  And I 

say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 

build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it.  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven . . 

."  (Matthew 16:13-20 KJV) 

 

". . . Verily I say unto you, that there be some of them that 

stand here, which shall not taste of death, till they have seen 

the kingdom of God come with power".    (Mark 9:1 KJV) 

 

"And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all 

with one accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a 

sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 

all the house where they were sitting.  And there appeared 

unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
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them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began 

to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of 

every nation under heaven.  Now when this was noised abroad, 

the multitude came together, and were confounded, because 

that every man heard them speak in his own language.  And 

they were amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, 

'behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?  And how 

hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 

 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in 

Mesopotamia and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus and 

Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of 

Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and 

Proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our 

tongues the wonderful works of God.  And they were all 

amazed . . ."  (Acts 2:1-12 KJV) 

 

The Bible says out of the mouth of two or three the truth shall be 

established (Matthew 18:16; John 8:17)  The prophecy of Daniel told us 

how the Son of man received the kingdom from Ancient of Days.  Then 

the prophet Isaiah told us that the “Lords house” which is the church of the 

Living God (I Tim.3:15) shall be established, that all nations shall flow 

unto it, and that the law and the word of the Lord shall go forth from 

Jerusalem.  Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself promised when Simon Peter 

Barjona confessed Him as “Christ the son of the Living God and Christ 

said “. . . upon this rock (that is, this solid foundation of truth that was 

revealed by God through Peter) I will build my church . . . and I will give 

you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.”  Christ went further in the book of 

Mark at about 32 AD and said some of you standing here will not die 

before you see the kingdom of God come with power. 

 

These three prophecies about the kingdom of God and its 

establishment were uttered at different points in time, some of which were 

centuries apart.  The accuracy of these prophecies with respect to the 

timing was evidence of the establishment of the institution of truth 

according to the Word of God.  

 

On the day of Pentecost, the Word of God says “suddenly a sound 

like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole 
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house where they were sitting” in fulfillment of the prophecy of our Lord 

Jesus Christ that “the kingdom of God shall come with power.” (Mark 9:1) 

 When the God-fearing Jews and those people that were staying in 

Jerusalem from every nation under heaven “. . . strangers of Rome, Jews 

and proselytes” heard this sound and came together in bewilderment, they 

fulfilled the prophesy of Daniel and Isaiah “. . . all people, nations and 

languages . . .” Daniel 7:13-14 and “. . . all nations shall flow unto it.”  

Isaiah 2:2-3 

 

The Bible says Peter stood up boldly with the eleven Apostles in 

fulfillment of the prophesy of Isaiah which said “. . . for out of Zion shall 

go forth the law and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem . . .” and that of 

Jesus Christ where He said “. . . I will give you the key of kingdom of 

heaven . . . .” 

 

Dearest in the Lord, before we go further let us consider the life of 

Brother Peter.  The Bible lets us know that he was a fisherman by 

profession and he was chosen by our Lord to be a fisher of men.  As a 

disciple of Jesus Christ, he proved himself to be a worthy ambassador.  

Like our Lord Jesus Christ, with faith he walked on the sea, he confessed 

the deity of Jesus Christ through the divine revelation of the Holy Spirit.  

He was one of the inner caucus of the apostles of the Lord and was present 

at His Transfiguration on the mount when the heaven opened, under the 

bright-shining light of heaven, when Moses and Elijah appeared and when 

a loud voice from heaven said “This is my beloved son, in whom I am well 

pleased, hear ye him.”  Peter was there.  He even suggested that three 

tabernacles be built there, one for Christ, one for Moses and the last for 

Elias.  At the Garden of Gethsemane he was there with the Lord.  He was 

one of the sleeping three disciples when our Lord was groaning in prayer 

in Gethsemane.  He denied the Lord three times before the cock crew, 

although he repented of this denial.  After the Lord’s resurrection, instead 

of fishing for men, he led the disciples to the sea of Tiberias to fish where 

Christ showed Himself to the disciples.  The same Peter was reinstated by 

the Lord to “feed” the Lord’s sheep. 

 

The same cringing Peter, faithful Peter and Spirit-filled Peter stood 

up boldly on the day of Pentecost with the eleven to declare the gospel of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Peter preached the first touching sermon in the 

kingdom of Jesus Christ.  The Bible recorded that when they heard the 
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words, they were pricked in the heart and they asked Peter and the other 

apostles “. . . men and brethren, what shall we do?"  And Peter 

admonished “. . . repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.”  

 

And he used the key of the kingdom of heaven given him by Christ 

(which is the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ) to open the door of the 

kingdom to about 3,000 souls who accepted the gospel and entered the 

kingdom that day through baptism.  The Bible says “. . . the same day there 

were added unto them about three thousand souls.”         

 

What is church then?  The dictionary meaning of the word church 

is (1) a religious organization;  (2) a religious building; and (3) the whole 

community of Christians.  Let us take it one by one.   A “religious 

organization” is not the true meaning of the word church as revealed by the 

Word of God because Christ did not come to this world to set up an 

organization.  He expressly said “my government is not of this world.”  

Also, a religious building is far from the meaning of the word church 

because if a church is a building, it completely negates the Word of God 

that says “no man is competent to build the house where God will make 

His dwelling place.”  Christ never built His temple on the earth.  The third 

one is somehow confusing in the sense that the Bible tells us that the 

disciples were the first to be called Christians in the city of Antioch.   

 

The church, the body of Jesus Christ on earth, is not a perfect entity 

per se.  The church is not perfect because it consists of imperfect men and 

women that were once upon a time moralists, atheists and heathens.  It 

consists of people that were once upon a time liars, thieves, idolators, 

fornicators and adulterers, etc.  It consists of the people that have 

surrendered all, the people that have found refuge in Him, that desired that 

God may deal with their shortcomings under the shadow of His mercy, 

people that are daily moving toward the perfect will of Almighty God in 

their lives, through the renewing of their mind as revealed by the Word of 

God and the instructions therein.  The imperfection of the church is made 

perfect by the blood of the Lamb Who died for it. 

 

The author of this book is not excluded in the description above.  

Like brother Paul, I am one of the chief sinners that was redeemed by His 

precious blood when I accepted Him as my Savior and established a 
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relationship with Him.  I believe that God has not yet finished with me.  He 

is still dealing with my imperfections and daily shaping me in His word 

and preparing me for the task ahead as a vessel unto honor for His glory, 

until I see Him face to face.   

 

When we listen to the Word of God in the church, perhaps during 

Sunday school, in bible study or when a word of exhortation is released 

during a sermon or in any of the programs organized by the church, the 

church and the activities therein are changing our focus from worldliness 

to Godliness. The church is, in other words, pointing us to God.  The 

church has become a forum that brings us to the knowledge of God.  The 

Bible reveals the Word, the church explicates and demonstrates the mind 

of God by involving its committed members in the Godly mission of 

mercy. The church is a powerful avenue in which God uses devoted men 

and women to remind us of His perfect will. The onus is on us, based on 

the knowledge of Him we have received, and our acceptance of Him as our 

Savior, to establish a personal relationship with the Lord whereby we are 

able to come out strong like Joshua of old and say “as for me and my house 

we will serve the Lord.”   

 

A shortcoming revealed is a shortcoming corrected.  Every time we 

look in the mirror, we see ourselves from the point of view of another 

person.  At times, we do not like the picture we see in the mirror, but we 

don’t always leave this uncorrected.  We employ the creative power within 

us to recreate our outlook to be what we want people to see in us.  Women 

are expert in the art of self-examination in the mirror.  They are also 

wonderful in repainting the picture of self to suit the way they want to 

look.  They first of all diligently deal with all the dark spots on their faces, 

the bumps and pimples are filled with a suitable undercoat of powder for 

proper blending.  They perform magic with the lipstick, eyebrow pencil 

and mascara.  What you see in the end is a beautiful picture. 

 

We may be able to deal with some aspects of our physical 

appearance, but what can we do about our spiritual “blemishes?”  How 

wonderful will it be, when we look at ourselves in the mirror of God and 

when our shortcomings are revealed individually or collectively as the 

body of our Lord Jesus Christ, if we would allow God to deal with those 

dark spots of our lives?  How beautiful would it have been if we can apply 

the Word of God as a spiritual cosmetic to beautifully repaint the picture of 
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Gold is a good example of this type of Christian.  There is 

genuine gold and there is adulterated gold.  A careless 

consumer does not know the difference.  Only the careful ones 

can tell the difference.  The careful ones will insist on the 

determination of the karat before they purchase one.  

our spiritual lives to be what we want God to behold in us?  How 

honorable would it be if we would sincerely surrender our shortcomings to 

God so that the perfect beauty of His glory may be painted and seen in our 

lives? 

 

Looking at the definition of the church as a community of 

Christians may even bring a series of questions like “What type of 

Christian?”  Judging from what we are seeing around us today, can the 

Christian of today be compared with the one mentioned in Antioch?  Also, 

compare the same with the Word of God that says 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Not all who call me Lord, Lord will enter the Kingdom of God.”  

We have heard of lukewarm Christians, the brother and sister do-little-in-

the-Lord in order to fit in among the Christian fold and do-little-in-the-

world in order to fit in the world so that they will not be subjected to 

criticism.  God said He would spew the neither hot nor cold Christians out 

of His mouth. These types of Christians are also in the community.   

 

Another set of Christians are those that are following the multitude, 

who never branch out at the cross to look at Jesus the Author and Finisher 

of our faith.  This set of Christians always follows the loudest voice.  

Whether the loudest voices are right or wrong doesn’t matter as long as it 

is the voice of the majority.  Gold is a good example of this type of 

Christian.  There is genuine gold and also adulterated gold.  A careless 

consumer does not know the difference.  Only the careful ones can tell the 

difference.  The careful ones will insist on the determination of the karat 

before they purchase gold.  The careless ones do not bother.  They will use 

their hard-earned money to buy rubbish, believing it to be real gold and 

nobody can convince them that it is not genuine.  So also are these 

Christians who always follow after the multitude, who never take the pain 

of searching through the Bible to know what God requires of them.  Karat 

is the unit in which gold is measured and Christ has provided the unit with 
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which Christianity should be measured when he said, “by their fruits ye 

shall know them.”  Remember Joshua and Caleb, the two out of the twelve 

Israelite spies who were sent to spy the land of Canaan.  They gave a 

minority report when they said that the children of God could overcome 

the giants in the land despite the fact that the loudest voice, that is, the 

majority of ten, gave a negative report.  God, the Righteous Judge, honored 

these two.  He gave them the grace and they were the only adults from the 

age of twenty years old among the children of Israel who completed the 

forty years’ journey from the Land of Egypt to the Land of Canaan.  The 

Word of God says in John 8:32,  “And ye shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free.”   As long as one is a member of the so-called 

Christian community, the person is still under bondage and the only way to 

freedom is to seek the knowledge of the truth which is the word of God. 

 

“Idol worshipers” are among of the Christians in the community.  I 

am not talking of the “Christians” who are using images as point of contact 

to their object of worship.  I am particular about Christians who have made 

other strong Christian brothers or sisters their idol.  If a particular brother 

will not lead in the Sunday School, the service of that day will not be the 

same because, to these Christians, the anointing of the Lord will not flow.  

If a certain sister does not lead in praise and worship because of her sweet 

songs, adequate praise will not be given unto the Lord that day. Some even 

come to the Church to listen to this blessed Bible Teacher or this anointed 

Song Leader and they have even exalted these blessed children of God in 

their heart higher than the Creator Himself, instead of beholding the glory 

of God through the blessed and anointed brethren.  I am not commenting 

negatively at the excellent performance of these brethren, in the Lord.  I am 

only trying to emphasize that their excellence in the Lord is to complement 

yours.  They have utilized the gifts God gave them to His glory.  What 

have you done with yours?  That is to say, God gave you spiritual potential 

to increase the number of saints that are marching into glory.  I wish 

somebody will tell these Christians in the community that they should not 

be at the receiving end only, that they should seek the face of Almighty 

God only and give the best of their lives to the service of the Lord.   

 

The word ‘believe’ in Christendom is a means to a spiritual end, 

not the end itself.  This word is one of the English words that is being 

carelessly used in our time.  At the altar call of a Christian crusade or 

during the Sunday morning sermon, many people do respond, but how 
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It is not the brief, sober mood at the altar call that constitutes 

being saved.  It is the sincere determination to continue under 

the canopy of His grace, in obedience to His words and unto all 

righteousness that matters.  Positive actions, as we learn in the 

Bible, must follow the believe before one can rightly commence 

on the journey to the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ.  

many of them stay in the Lord?  Many people make this confession 

without any genuine intention to abide by it.  How many times have we 

heard “Place your hand on the radio or television” when an evangelist is 

preaching on these media “and by this act you will be saved.”  Much as I 

do not wish to do anything to discourage your faith building process in any 

form, because the Bible says, “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God,” let it be known today that the salvation of Jesus Christ is not 

transmitted through radio waves.  The battle began in your heart, and it 

must be settled in your heart, and the victory of salvation comes into your 

heart when the Holy Spirit takes over. When you heard the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, what did you do with it?  “I believed it” is what I presume your 

answer would be.  And then what happened?  “I am saved” is what I 

assume your response will be.  I sincerely thank God for His dealing in 

your life, but this is the point where many people stopped and they don’t 

bother to go further than that.  Being saved is a unique experience.  A 

saved Christian cannot hide the power of salvation.  It will definitely 

reflect in your life.  

 

To get a clear picture of what I am saying, consider a bird in the 

cage if you really want to know the situation of the spirit of God in you 

when you live a sinful life.  The bird in the cage is not free because its 

movement is restricted.  It eats what it is provided, which is not necessarily 

the food it wants to eat.  It interacts with no one.  When it grieves, nobody 

comforts or consoles it.  The bird in the cage may sing, but nobody echoes 

it because it is meaningless to the listeners and because the bird in the cage 

does not speak the language of its owner.  When it is lonely nobody feels 

it.  When the bird in the cage screams the owner may feel somehow 

disturbed but not sensitive to its need.  Imagine what will be the situation 

of this bird when it gains its freedom!  The Spirit of God you were given at 

creation had been put under a lock in your heart at the point of 

disobedience of our forefather in Eden.  Only the gospel of Jesus Christ 

can unlock the door.  When the Spirit of God is set free in your heart, when 

you are saved from self destruction, and when the Spirit of God begins His 

Godly work in your life, you will never be the same person again. 
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The Spirit will first of all herald His freedom when you confess that 

Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living God.  The Spirit will convict you of 

your sins and this will lead to genuine confession and repentance from 

your heart when you ask God for forgiveness.  The Spirit of God will 

repair your battered life that had been destroyed by sins when you forsake 

those sins.  A complete transformation of your soul and spirit to the glory 

of God will commence.  The perfect harmony of your body, soul and Spirit 

will begin.  Then you can tell God in that beautiful song that says, “My 

body is your sanctuary” because the Spirit of God is the occupant.  It is not 

the brief sober mood at the altar call that constitutes being saved.  It is a 

sincere determination to continue under the canopy of His grace, in 

obedience to His words and unto all righteousness that matters.  Positive 

actions, as we learned from the Bible, must follow the believe before one 

can rightly commence on the journey to the eternal kingdom of Jesus 

Christ.  We act on what we believe, therefore belief is one of the Christian 

steps of faith we take toward obtaining salvation which is the mark of a 

new birth.   

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ told the secret disciple Nicodemus in the 

Book of John.  “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born again 

he cannot see the kingdom of God . . . Except a man be born of water and 

of the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  That which is born of 

the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  The word 

“Christian” means Christ-like or Christ follower.   

Our Lord Jesus Christ has shown us many examples that are worth 

emulating.  Among on the list is baptism.  He was baptized in the River 

Jordan by John the Baptist.  Specifically, he told Nicodemus when he 

secretly came to him by night that unless a man is born of water and of the 

spirit he could not see the kingdom of God.  The injunction of our Lord is 

that all the inhabitants of the spiritual kingdom of God must be born of 

water and of the Spirit.  We have been hearing the slogan “only believe” 

which means that baptism is not that necessary.  They backup their claim 

that the thief on the cross did not get baptized and yet he was with Christ in 

Paradise.   
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The situation that surrounded the penitent thief’s special grace on 

the cross was that it was the last attempt of Satan to challenge the divinity 

of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The thief at the left hand said, “If thou be Christ, 

save thyself and us.”  But the thief at the right hand said, “Dost not thou 

fear God? seeing thou art in the same condemnation? . . . for we receive 

the due reward of our deeds but this man hath done nothing amiss . . . Lord 

remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.” Luke 23:39-42 KJV  

Let us analyze the statement of the malefactor at the right hand.  How did 

he know that Jesus is God and how did he know He had done nothing 

amiss?  How did he know that He had a Kingdom?  Brethren, think of this: 

His statement can be compared with the divine revelation of Christ through 

Peter in Matthew 16:16.  In short, we will be right to conclude that this was 

a divine revelation of God through this criminal.   

 

Here is another question.  Can revelation come from a criminal?  

Affirmative.  God can use anyone and anything for His divine purposes.  

God used the situation of the malefactor to glorify Himself.  This might 

have been the plan of God in the life of this malefactor to offer a 

comforting word at the crucial time when the Savior of the World was in 

agony of the burden of our sin.  I believe that if this thief had the 

opportunity we have today, he would have definitely gone through the 

processes of salvation to become a child of God.  Is it any wonder then that 

the Author of Life decided to forgive him?  God wanted us to learn the 

lesson that whatever the nature of our sins may be, He will forgive us if 

only we can come to him with a contrite heart. 

 

It is amazing to hear today that baptism is not one of the necessary 

and important steps of faith.  Much as I want to clearly state that the 

purpose of this book is not to put up an argument on this, I pray that the 

Spirit of God may enlighten us the more and reveal the deep secret behind 

this issue so that we can know the mind of God therein.  But note that the 

same Christ, the Doctor of the dying sinners, said in the book of John, “He 

that believed in my name shall be saved” and recommended that believers 

should be baptized.  The Doctor has spoken and has recommended the cure 

for their sinfulness, and has based His recommendation on His experience. 

 It does not matter whether the nurses (the evangelists or the ministers of 

God) doubt the recommendation of the Doctor or not.  The nurse must 

apply the medicine according to the Doctor’s recommendation.  If in doubt 

at all, the ‘nurses’ should consult the ‘Doctor’ about His recommendation.  
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The same Jesus Christ Who was baptized in the River Jordan by John the 

Baptist, Who told the thief on the right hand “Today you will be with me in 

paradise,” commanded the disciples to baptize believers in the Name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It is not our business to determine whether 

baptism is one of the required steps of faith or not, since this particular act 

is not against the Word of God.  There is nothing to debate on this.  This is 

the will of the Son of Man Who died for us. 

 

Baptism is for the remission of sin.  In Acts 2:38 the precious 

blood of Jesus Christ is the only detergent that can cleanse our sins, but 

baptism washes away our sins (Acts 22:16).  It signifies that as we are 

buried with him in baptism we shall also rise with him in faith through 

the operation of God who had raised him from dead.  (Colossians 2:12)  

It is answer of good conscience towards God. (I Peter 3:21)  The early 

children of God who trod the same way to the glorious Kingdom were all 

baptized, about three thousand believers at Pentecost (Acts 2:41), the 

converts in Samaria (Acts 8 :12); Philip baptized the Ethiopian eunuch 

after he accepted the gospel (Acts 8:38); Saul of Tarsus, Paul, was baptized 

upon his conversion (Acts 9:18); and the Philippian jailer and his 

household were all baptized in the same night they heard the gospel just to 

mention but few.   

 

We cannot change the process of salvation because we did not 

institute it and there is no high-tech way to the kingdom of God than that 

which has been trodden by the saints who have gone before us.  Baptism is 

the mark of citizenship in the Kingdom of Christ.  It is the spiritual identity 

of the Kingdom.  “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the 

Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one.  And there 

are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit and the water and the blood 

and these three agree in one.”  (I John 5:7-8 KJV)   If it will take the three 

witness bearers on earth to usher you in to the kingdom of God by 

witnessing your spiritual birth, will you not give them the honor?  More so 

this act, which is an answer of good conscience toward God, is one of the 

commandments of Christ. 

 Being a citizen in the kingdom by baptism, after taking the 

aforementioned steps of faith, is only the beginning of your calling in the 

kingdom.  Like a growing child, there is a period of feeding and nurturing, 

the ultimate goal is that the child may grow and bear fruit.  Once an alien 

to the kingdom, now a joint-heir by the new birth.  As the Word of God put 
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it “. . . if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things have 

passed away behold all things are become new.”  (2 Corinthians 5:17)  

We are a brand-new creature in a new environment, in a higher plane of the 

spiritual realm.  Old things or old ways of life with the slogan "survival of 

the fittest" which is the sinful ways, have passed away and a new way of 

life in the Lord Jesus Christ with a slogan "survival of the weakest" has 

taken over, because God strengthened those who considered themselves 

weak spiritually, who ask God for strengthening.  That’s why the Word of 

God warns “He who thinketh he standeth, let him take heed....  I will boast 

all the more gladly about my weakness, so that Christ’s power may rest on 

me. . . For when I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9)  We 

are no longer looking at the situations of the world with worldly eyes, 

because we have been admonished that “we are in the world but not of the 

world.”  We now look unto Him the author and finisher of our faith.  We 

use the Word of God as a standard with which we compare our activities 

and control the variances therein, no longer struggling to gain the whole 

world while leaving our soul in jeopardy of damnation.  It is then we can 

say we are in Him, when sinfulness is no longer our stock in trade. 
 

Abide in me and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of 

itself except it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye abide 

in me.  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, 

and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit, for without me 

ye can do nothing.  If a man abideth not in me, he is cast forth as 

a branch and is withered and men gather them and cast him into 

the fire and they are burned.  If ye abide in me and my words 

abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto 

you.  Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit so 

shall ye be my disciples.  As the Father hath loved me, so have I 

loved you, continue ye in my love.  If ye keep my commandments, 

ye shall abide in my love even as I have kept my Father's 

commandment and abide in his love.  (John 15:4-10 KJV) 

 

Every nation of the earth has a constitution to guide the activities of 

the citizens, so also in all reputable organizations under heaven there are 

constitutions guiding the activities of the members.  The passage we have 

read can best be described as the constitution in the spiritual kingdom of 

God.  A careful study of it will reveal many lessons.  The author of the 

passage was not talking with an ordinary man on the street, or with an 
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unrepented sinner.  In fact, He was talking with some special people.  

Christ, the author of the passage was talking with the redeemed children of 

God, the precious people and the chosen generation in His kingdom.  

Christ the Light of the kingdom is the center of attraction, all authorities 

must be subject to Him.  He is the source of the supply of all spiritual 

energy in the kingdom.  The plan of God for all the subjects of the 

kingdom is that they may all bear fruit.  And the only way the subjects can 

bear fruit is by receiving spiritual energy from the everlasting Source of 

Ages.  This is not done by rubber hose, or electric wire.  It is not done by 

international network but by an inter-heavenly spiritual network, and the 

supernatural remote control, which is the point of contact where you can 

easily operate, is your spirit.  Christ had made it clear that “without Him ye 

can do nothing.”  It is a fact that we are no longer under any bondage of 

this world as a result of salvation through Christ.  We have been loosen 

from the fetters of Satan.  Nevertheless, lawlessness is not tolerated in the 

Lord’s kingdom.  As the government of the world takes care of lawless 

people (state offenders) by isolating them in maximum-security prisons, so 

also is a man who abideth not in the commandments of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  His portion in the kingdom will be given to another person.  My 

prayer is, may this type of evil not befall any of us.  But if we are in 

complete subjection to the commandment of our Lord Jesus, if we abide in 

Him and His words in us, the Bible says “Ye shall ask what ye will, and it 

shall be done unto you.” Does your Christianity fit into this definition? 

 

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, 

but thou shall meditate therein day and night, that thou 

mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: 

for then thou shall make thy way prosperous, and then 

thou shall have good success.  (Joshua 1:8 KJV) 

 

Meditate upon these things; give thyself wholly to them that 

thy profiting may appear to all.  Take heed unto thyself, 

and unto the doctrine; continue in them for in doing this 

thou shall both save thyself and them that hear thee.    

(I Timothy 4:15-16 KJV) 

 

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas 

by night unto Berea . . . These were more noble than those 

in Thessalonians in that they received the word with all 



The Church: His Kingdom on Earth 

 

98 
 

readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 

whether those things were so.    (Acts 17:10-11 KJV) 

 

The Bible is the most popular of all the books in the world.  It is the 

most widely translated of all the books of the world.  It is the most 

common book of the world. It is the most widely circulated of all the books 

of the world.  It is available in the bookstore.  It has been an ideal gift for a 

wedded couple, a birthday gift for a Christian and a parting gift among 

Christians.  It has been the first gift to the new converts, a free gift to 

interested individuals by church organizations, available in the hospitals, 

hotels, and in the higher institutions.  Even where it was prohibited, in the 

communist region, some secretly brought it in.  In short, this book is very 

common among us but the knowledge thereof is not common.  Not 

everyone who reads the Bible understands it.  Some read it as history book 

and do not gain anything from it.  Some find it boring and regard it as an 

old storybook, which was quickly abandoned.   

 

During a certain interview by a roving news reporter in New York, 

about ninety-five percent of the people interviewed all missed the point.  

When the reporter asked them, “Do you have a Bible?” “Yes” they all 

responded.  “When did you read it last? Hmmmm, I haven't the time these 

days” or “Excuse me, I'm in a hurry” were their responses.  Yes, they were 

right.  They have a dusty book called the Bible on their bookshelf, a 

decoration indeed.  Only about five percent actually have Bibles, the Word 

of God, dwelling in them. 

 

And yet there are some people who always desire to read the Word 

of God.  They are not only reading it.  The word of God has made their 

system a dwelling place.  You will see the word of God glaringly in their 

lives.  In their conversation, it is there.  In every decision taken by these 

children of God, they will first of all compare it with the Word of God and 

they will only carry out that decision if it is in line with God’s Word. 

 

You may be wondering why there is a sharp contrast between these 

two groups of people. The first group who lacks desire in the Word, who 

lacks knowledge or shallow knowledge, or finds it so boring should not be 

over-blamed.  It is not their fault.  Satan the ruler of this world has blinded 

them.  That’s why they do not gain anything in giving themselves to the 

Word of God.  The weapons he uses against these people are boredom, 
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lack of the desire for the knowledge of God and lack of understanding of 

the Word of God.  The second groups, who are deeply rooted in the Word 

of God, should not be over-praised.  The ruler of both Heaven and Earth, 

the Almighty God, has opened their inner eyes.  That’s why they see 

everything good in giving the Word of God a place in their hearts.  

 

The Bible is Spirit-driven Word of God and the Word of God is the 

food of the Spirit.  Unless we have the Spirit of God in us, we cannot be 

thirsty for the Word.  It is through the Word that we know the mind of God 

concerning our lives. In it we know His commandments and laws. In it we 

know what is required of us as Christians. 

 

The psalmist in Psalm 119:105 described the Word as a lamp unto 

my feet and a light unto my path.  Paul admonished in Colossians 3:16 to 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”  Among the children of God 

of old, it was written on a plaque of stone and through the special grace on 

the cross, the law is written in the hearts of the children of the kingdom.  

We are not to read and hear the Word only.  The Word must have a 

dwelling place in our heart.  The only way we can have it embedded in us 

is by thirsting after it, by meditating therein day and night and by putting it 

into practice whatever we learn.  It is then we can achieve spiritual 

prosperity.  I Timothy 4:15-16 is so blunt about it, when it says “Meditate 

upon these things; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see 

your progress.  Watch your life and doctrine closely.  Persevere in them, 

because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 

 

Parents always insist that children review their schoolwork when 

they return home from school.  At times we sit by them in order to direct 

their mind to it.  We all know good things and we also know how to go 

about achieving them.  We all are aware of the recognition and a great 

commendation of the brethren in Berea over those in Thessalonia because 

they received the Word with all readiness of mind, and searched the 

scriptures daily to know whether those things were so.  If we can give our 

children a sense of direction concerning their secular lives, we can as well 

apply the same to our lives as regard the knowledge of the Word of God. 

 

The Word of God in the book of Proverbs placed a high value on 

the knowledge when it admonished us to “Buy the truth, and sell it not, 

also wisdom and instruction and understanding.”  As the book of law 
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should not depart from the mouth of Joshua and as Timothy was required 

to meditate on it and give himself wholly to them, so also you are required 

today as a citizen of the kingdom to give the Word of God a dwelling place 

in your heart because your spiritual prosperity and gain depends on the 

knowledge of God in you.  

 

You will know the truth and the truth will make you free.  Doctors 

spend years in medical school in order that they may practice what they 

learn to improve the health of their patients.  Lawyers spend years in law 

school and then proceed to the bar in order that they may practice the law 

of the land by prosecuting the state offenders and defending the 

constitutional rights of their clients under the law.  Look at it from any 

angle, a medical doctor that cannot practice his profession is not in any 

way better than a neophyte.  So also a lawyer that does not practice is not 

better than a layman in the street.   

 

I was watching a documentary program recently where the 

neurosurgeons were contemplating on how to perform surgery to remove a 

brain tumor from a patient.  After they located the tumor, they discovered 

that if they attempted to remove it the way they usually perform the 

operation, there would be excessive loss of blood and the patient would die 

in the process.  After consideration of many options, they came to the 

conclusion that if they will go on with this operation at all, they have to do 

something different, something unique that has never been practiced in 

medical history.  They have to bring the body temperature of the patient 

low, drain the blood of the patient into a reservoir, and more or less 

temporarily put the patient into a state of clinical death, to perform the 

operation.  Then they must remove the tumor, return the blood to the 

circulatory system of the patient, and raise the body temperature to normal 

in order to bring her back to life.  They made the patient consent to the 

surgical procedures and they carried out the proposed operation.  It was a 

tremendous success.  It was one of the latest breakthroughs in the medical 

field.   
 

When I considered the intricacies and the technicalities of this 

remarkable operation, it reminded me of the admonition of Paul to 

Timothy “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 

2:15)  Assuming that these intelligent medical doctors limited themselves 
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only to the cubicle of their predecessors dogmatically, not attempting to 

live their profession as medical doctor, by making efforts to break new 

ground, do you think this medical breakthrough of the century will be 

accomplished by them?  God had a break-through in the life of Paul in the 

process of practicing his profession as a lawyer of his own time on his way 

to Damascus, and he was made an apostle of the Gentiles.  The truth, 

which is the Word of God, set him free and he was able to stand within the 

parameter of the truth which says in the Lord, there is no Greek or Gentile. 

 He boldly rebuked Peter in love when Peter, who had been going in and 

out with the Gentiles before that time, chose to eat with the Jews because 

of the presence of Jewish brethren. 
 

Billy Graham is widely known and regarded as one of the greatest 

evangelists of our time, but if brother Graham did not study and show 

himself to be approved unto God— if he did not know the truth and allow 

the truth to make him free, if he did not live the gospel life in the Lord 

daily— he would not be able to stand boldly and say “Thus said the Lord . 

. ..”   

 

A minister of God said one day during our Bible studies “The best 

sermon has not been rendered, the best book has not been written, and the 

best praises have not been rendered.”  If this is so, who will lead the best 

sermon and who will preach the best gospel?   Brethren, following them to 

make the number is not the purpose of your calling in the Lord.  You have 

to study to be approved unto God, a workman that needed not be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truth.  You have to let the truth make you free 

to put into practice the truth you have known in the Lord, so that God may 

accomplish a spiritual breakthrough in your life for the benefit of the 

perishing world around you. 

 

". . . Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it 

abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit".   

(John 12:14  KJV) 

 

"Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 

unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for 

as much as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 

Lord".  (I Corinthians 15: 58 KJV) 
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One of the things that is so fascinating about the gospel of Jesus 

Christ is His illustrative teaching.  Master Jesus, the Greatest Teacher that 

ever lived, taught in such a way that it would be difficult for His disciples 

to forget His teachings. 

 

Have you ever considered what happened to a corn seed that fell 

into “good ground?”  Even if you have not, go back in your mind to your 

high school days and try to remember some of the numerous experiments 

that were performed during the biology class. 

 

The corn will first of all absorb water from the ground, this will 

make it to become swollen. You may call it the process of decaying, but 

this is one of the first changes that lead to its germination.  It was said that 

at this particular time the temperature of the corn seed increases.  This also 

is an indication of discomfort or uneasiness that always accompany 

growth.   

 

The next stage of this change is the appearance of its radicle.  The 

radicle or embryo root develops to become the taproot and other 

supporting roots of the plant.  The question is, why did the root appear 

before the plume or embryo stem during these changes?  This is the secret 

of stability that had been revealed to the growing plant.  It is as if the plant 

is saying, “If I am to survive the ordeal and discomfort of growth, I need a 

firm grip in the ground.”  This is the situation that has been going on 

around us unnoticed for ages.   

 

Paul’s admonition to the brethren in Corinth stated “be ye steadfast, 

unmoveable.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)  A man cannot stand firm and be 

immovable without holding onto an anchor or standing on a stable 

platform.  Many times we run this Christian race without standing firm, 

without a base on which we can maintain our stability.  When the wind of 

doctrine comes, the unstable Christian will be carried away with the wind.  

When the problem comes, the unstable person will fall.  We all need a 

strong foundation in the Lord in order to stand firmly.  Our anchor must 

perfectly be held and gripped the solid Rock, which is our Lord Jesus 

Christ, before we can stand firm and immovable. 

 

The scientist coined a name for this change.  They say the growing 

plant is obeying the law of gravity.  Let us ask ourselves how can the 
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growing plant know how to obey the law of gravity? Why do we find it 

difficult to apply the same spiritual procedural law in our spiritual growth? 

  

At the fifth day the new foliage of germinated corn will appear just 

above the surface of the earth like a green needle leaving behind in the soil 

the beautiful coat that covered the corn seed and the cotyledon that served 

as a house to the growing part which is called the nuclei.  In the same way, 

if we are to grow spiritually we have to leave behind all the entanglement 

of this world that is known to be a clog in the wheel of our spiritual 

growth. 

Another thing you need to know about the growing corn plant is 

that the more skyward it grows, the deeper the tap roots and the supporting 

roots grow into the ground in order to have a good grip on the ground. 

 

This plant will stand alone and remain in this stationary position 

during the day and in the night, enduring all situations under the scorching 

sun that dehydrate the plant (though a powerhouse for the process of 

photosynthesis), under the shower of rain, in the storming wind that may 

be blowing it back and forth, day in and day out until the flower appears on 

the plant and eventually bears ripe fruit, waiting to be harvested. 

 

When I considered the purpose of the changes that took place in the 

life of the growing seed of corn, I found out that it is to fill the stomach of 

the eaters.  Cut corn is very sweet but it took the standing corn plant that 

endured all the ordeal of growth to produce it.  The same way salvation 

through grace was not easily attained because it took the “dead” Jesus on 

the Cross and the resurrected Christ from the grave to provide it. 

 

Imagine the numerous seeds that a corn of wheat that “falls to the 

ground and die” brought into existence.  Imagine the countless fruit of 

salvation that Jesus Christ’s death has brought into existence since the day 

of Pentecost! What a great love! What a holy sacrifice and what a great 

vision! 

 

Toward the close of the 1980s, “We’re all connected” was the 

beautiful slogan of New York Telephone Company.  Any time you heard 

this advertisement on the radio or television, your attention would be 

drawn to the true meaning of the communication business.  However, the 

fact still remains that the “connection” mentioned in their slogan has some 
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limitations, because New York Telephone is not connected with some 

families in New York that cannot afford the cost of maintaining one, not to 

mention some towns and villages in other remote parts of the world. 

 

Having a telephone in New York is not a luxury.  It is a necessity.  

One needs a telephone at home to call for help in the case of fire.  You 

need it also to abate crime. You need it to call for emergency medical help 

when the need arises and lastly, you need a telephone to cut unnecessary 

expenses, because you may like to visit a friend who lives at a distance, 

and that intention may likely give a bite into your dollars in terms of 

transportation expenses.  In order to make sure that your time and money is 

not wasted, you can call him in advance to find out whether he will be 

around to receive you.  The telephone, or better still, communication is an 

indispensable instrument in the business world.  

 

As the telephone is a communications instrument, so prayer is an 

instrument of spiritual communication.  The slogan of the New York 

Telephone Company always reminds me of the love of God for mankind.  

Actually, we are not all connected with New York Telephone because of 

the limitations mentioned earlier but “WE ARE ALL” truly connected to 

the Heavenly Telephone, which is the Throne of Grace.  Any time, be it 

day or night, any where and in any situation, when we dial J-E-S-U-S 

name in our prayer, we are through to the Throne of Grace at the seat of 

mercy where God reigns and Almighty God will definitely answer us if we 

are correctly in tuned with Him.   

 

Our Lord Jesus encouraged us and directed our minds to the 

importance of prayer when he told us in the book of Matthew 7:7-11 “Ask, 

and it shall be given you, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be 

opened unto you: for every one that asketh recieveth, and he that seeketh 

findeth and to him that knocketh it shall opened . . . .”  Brethren in the 

Lord, the world is full of uncertainties. Friends can no longer be relied 

upon.  There is distrust between children of the same parents, but every 

statement in this passage pointed to one thing— certainty.  It is so because 

it is the tradition in the Kingdom of Christ.  It is so because He is the head 

of the Kingdom and the author of the passage.  It is so because it has never 

been heard in history that a man had spiritual trading with God and was 

reported loss.   
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Prayer is the mighty crane that can move the powerful hands 

of Almighty God.  Prayer is the mighty hand on which the 

whole world hangs. Prayer is the only instrument in history 

that changed the date of death. (II Kings 20:1-6) 

At creation, God created man in His own image and put him in 

charge of what he had created.  If we were not to communicate with Him, 

He would not have placed man in leadership role.  To whom much is given 

much is required, to whom the speaking ability is given among all 

creatures, to whom the dominion is given over all other creatures, much 

spiritual communication in terms of prayer is required.   Prayer is not one-

way communication, as people perceive it to be.  Prayer is like the modern 

day facsimile message.  When the addressee of the fax message receives it, 

action is taken immediately.  Whatever action follows depends upon the 

will of the addressee.   

 

I marvel at the spiritual realm the apostles had reached when they 

asked Christ to teach them how to pray.  When we consider the importance 

of this great instrument of communication, is there any wonder, when our 

Lord Jesus Christ meticulously took the pain to teach the disciples how to 

pray.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer is the foundation cornerstone of our salvation because at the 

beginning of His ministry on earth, Jesus Christ communed and prayed 

forty days and nights.  Prayer is the strengthening structure on which 

salvation stood because the Bible pointed that several times he quietly 

separated himself and went to lonely places where he prayed to God.  At 

the end, just before the completion of the great mission of mercy, Jesus 

used the spiritual key of prayer to open the door of salvation to all when 

He said “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.”   

 

Prayer is the only instrument that conveys our thoughts and 

petitions to Almighty God.  Prayer is the mighty crane that can move the 

powerful hands of the Almighty.  Prayer is the mighty hand on which the 

whole world hangs on. Prayer is the only instrument in history that 

changed the date of death. 2 Kings 20:1-6.  Prayer is an inter-heavenly 

ballistic missile with a spiritual warhead to destroy the stronghold of Satan 

at will, without any resistance whatsoever because “at the name of Jesus 
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Christ, every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 

things under the earth and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord.” (Philippians 2:10-11)  Prayer is the simplest and the 

sweetest offering we can make unto God Almighty.  (Revelation 5:8; 8:4) 

 

My eldest son asked me one evening during our prayer meeting 

“How can God honor man?”  At first I was speechless but later, it started 

flowing.  I was then able to cite many examples of those people that God 

had honored.  In the spiritual hall of fame was King Hezekiah that God 

honored and fifteen years were added to his days on earth.  Even when he 

was asking for signs whether this would be so, God gave him the sign and 

the shadow of the sun was turned back ten-degree.  So also was Joshua 

honored.  He said in the presence of Israel “sun, stand thou still upon 

Gibeon; and thou moon, in the valley of Ajalon.  And the sun stood still, 

and the moon stayed, until the people had avenged themselves upon their 

enemies . . . And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the 

Lord hearkened unto the voice of a man.” (Joshua 10:12-14) 

 

In his own honor and because of the relationship that existed 

between him and God, Elijah the Tishbite shut the heavens and for three 

years rain did not fall because of the idol worshiping of the household of 

Ahab.  (1 Kings 17:1; 18:1)   God so honored Enoch, the friend of God, he 

did not see death.  Also Elijah was taken to heaven by the chariot of fire.  

God honored the prayer of Daniel called Belteshazzar when the 

interpretation of the dream of King Nebuchadenezzar was revealed unto 

him in a night vision.  Because of the sweet fellowship he was having with 

God in prayer, God honored Daniel and the Lord of Hosts sent His angel to 

deliver him.  The lions’ mouths were shut so that he was not hurt.  The law 

of Medes and Persians, which had never been altered in history, was 

altered and King Darius made a new decree, “That in every dominion of 

my kingdom men should tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he 

is the living God, and steadfast for ever...” Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego were cast into an exceedingly hot burning furnace because they 

would not worship the graven image of Nebuchadnezzar.  The three 

Hebrew men were cast into the furnace but God honored them and 

manifested His presence there, even in the furnace, and they walked out 

unhurt.  The law of the land was rewritten because of this great mystery.  

All these miracles depend on our level of relationship with God, on our 

continuous fellowship with Him, and on our constant communication with 
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God.  The sweet fellowship of Almighty God that was lost through Adam 

in the Garden of Eden as a result of disobedience can be regained when we 

pray.  “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 

the midst of them.”  Matthew 18:20  

 

They say a prayerless Christian is a powerless Christian, but I say a 

prayerless Christian is a stagnated and a spiritually handicapped Christian. 

 When a lake is stagnant, it accommodates all sort of creatures and dirt, 

both harmful and harmless bacteria, and all sort of garbage.  A prayerless 

Christian provides himself as a target to satanic attack because this is time 

when the Christian’s shield of the Blood of the Lamb is removed and he is 

completely off-guard.  This is the ample opportunity that satan always look 

for in order to attack the children of God.  Prayer is the spiritual fuel of a 

Christian.  A prayerless Christian will not be able to move spiritually for 

the glory of God. Prayer life is a sweet relationship with the creator, no 

child of God has gone into glory without this special relationship with 

God, because our prayer registers us in the presence of Almighty God. 

 

On our knees many wars can be won.  Men of God of old cried 

unto God in prayer in their agony and miracles happened.  Peter was bound 

with two chains and imprisoned and sixteen soldiers were assigned to him 

to ensure that he could not escape.  When the children of God cried to Him 

in prayer, the heavenly host came to his rescue.  The two chains broke off 

and amidst of the sixteen soldiers and the keepers of the door of several 

prison gates, the angel led Peter into safety.  Paul and Silas who were kept 

in the inner prison with their feet fast in stocks prayed and sang praises 

unto God.  God answered them with earthquake, “the foundations of the 

prison were shaken and immediately all the doors were opened and every 

one's bond were loosed.” 

 

Prayer is not only connecting us to the heavenly throne, it is not 

only an avenue in which we tell God our mind and problems, but it also 

helps us to maintain a healthy and sinless relationship with God.  It 

reminds me of one of the maxims of English law, which says, “He who 

comes to equity must come with clean hands.”  Any child of God who 

expects movement of God’s wonderful hands in his life, who wants God’s 

intervention in his life, must come to God with a pure heart.  No wonder 

Christ admonished us to watch and pray so that we do not enter into 
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temptation.  Matthew 26:41.  And Paul in his first epistle to the 

Thessalonians enjoined us to pray without ceasing.  

 

I have a testimony to share with you about prayer.  When I was at 

the age of twenty, I was working with one Mr. Tejuosho, a Union Bank 

Manager, as a house servant.  One evening as I was preparing dinner for 

him, I needed some water and I went to fetch at the common water pump 

for the occupants of the building.  During my turn as I was fetching the 

water, a lady known as Iya-Ishobo put a small dirty basin in it and I told 

her, “don't put that basin in my water, I want to use it for cooking.”  She 

answered me in absurd language and said “your mother.”  At the time of 

the incident this was abusive language of the highest order.  In my tribe, 

anybody that has been so insulted must definitely react angrily otherwise 

that person will be regarded as a bastard.  I did not think twice.  I slapped 

her two times.  I did not realize the legal and spiritual consequence of what 

I had done then.  This lady did not retaliate.  She called the police to arrest 

me. The neighbors quickly rallied around to ensure that I was not locked 

up in the police cell.  

 

The case was in the hand of the policemen for a good six months.  

During the early week of July 1969, the police in charge told me that my 

case will be taken to court tomorrow morning, that I should be at the police 

station, by 8:00 a.m. the latest.  The policeman asked me to tell my master. 

I told him that my master had traveled out of town for his company’s 

meeting.  He asked, “Then, who can come with you?”  I told him, I would 

ask my master's friend whether he could come with me. He asked me about 

my relatives.  I told him they were about 500 miles away to Lagos, where I 

was living then.  He said he was asking all these questions because he was 

sure that the case would be adjourned and somebody would be needed to 

bail me out.  Otherwise, I would be remanded to the prison.  I departed 

from the police that day and for the first time I knew the consequence of 

what I had done.  When I got home, I told my master’s friend.  He told me 

that he was a civil servant and that he was not allowed to go to court.  Then 

and only then I knew that I was alone, alone in this wide world as far as the 

case was concerned.  I then realized that I needed an urgent deliverance.  I 

needed somebody to rescue me.  For the first time in so many months my 

mind told me to pray.  I felt guilty because I had not been praying.  Also I 

felt guilty because I slapped somebody that was older than me.  I asked 

myself, “Will God answer me?”  The thought that I would be remanded 



Beyond Human Reasoning 

 

109 

 

109 

with hardened criminals occupied my mind throughout the night.  I could 

not sleep, so I did not wake up at the usual time.  

 

When I woke, I hurriedly prepared breakfast for my master’s friend 

before he left for work.  Again, my problem overwhelmed me.  The 

thought came to me again, “Must I go alone without anybody coming with 

me?” I thought of bolting away, but rejected the idea because I did not 

want to put my master into trouble.  I summed up courage, I dressed, and 

started walking out of the building.  A thought came to me, “Why don’t 

you pray before you go?”  I do not know what happened; I only saw 

myself obeying the thought.  I just turned back into the house again, 

opened the door, knelt down and started praying.  I do not know the 

number of minutes I was there.  Brethren, I want to point out here that 

whatever may be the nature of your sin, God is always there to listen to 

you if you can come to him with pure heart.  And if you totally pour out 

your heart to Him, He will surely accept and deliver you. 

 

When I got to the police station, the police officer in charge of my 

case said,  

“You have been keeping me waiting since morning, why?”  He 

asked.   

“I'm sorry.  I had to cook for my master’s friend.” I replied.  

“Who is now coming with you?”  He asked.  

“Nobody.”  I replied. Not knowing that the heavenly hosts were 

coming with me. 

“Let’s go!  Let’s go!” He said, and we got out of the Police Station.  

 

As we were waiting for traffic to stop so that we could cross to the 

other side of the road, a public bus stopped in front of us and a 

policewoman came out and saw me.   

 

“You this boy again!  What do you want?” she exclaimed.   

“It is the same case, ma.  They are taking me to court today.” I said. 

  “Who is coming with you?” she asked.   

“Nobody,” replied the policeman who was taking me to court.   

“They will remand this boy, since there is nobody to bail him,” she 

said.   

“Constable, please let me talk to our boss about this matter.  After 

all, the plaintiff has not been coming,” she pleaded. 
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We now went back to the police station, and she went in to plead 

on my behalf with the Superintendent.  I was called into his office.  He 

looked at me intently for about a minute and a half and took out his pen 

and wrote, "CASE CLOSED" at the back of the file.  And since July 1969 

the case has remained closed forever. 

 

Think about the fine line of the mercy of God and the timing of His 

divine intervention during the brief time I spent in prayer before I stepped 

out on the house. Imagine brethren, if I didn't go back to pray, we would 

have crossed the road before the God-sent deliverer arrived.  That day I 

would have been locked up with hardened criminals, a sheep would have 

been gathered with goats.  I would have been subjected to a horrible 

orientation in my life that would have made my life so miserable.  Who 

knew when the case would have been decided? Who knew what would 

have become of me?  It is often said that prison is a correcting center.  Yes, 

a correcting center, indeed, where the imperfectness of crimes are being 

corrected or what sort of correction can one take among hardened 

criminals, where the only lingua franca is crime? Or what is the percentage 

of prisoners that later became responsible people in life?  It is insignificant, 

if any. But the turning point from my path of spiritual destruction occurred 

during those few minutes of my pleading with God to deliver me.  If God 

can answer the prayer of a wretched sinner like me and shut the door of the 

“deadly should-haves” in my life, yours too can be answered. 

 

A little talk with Jesus is the weapon of the Christian.  The little 

talk is the weapon of  His kingdom, because a little talk with Jesus always 

make a significant difference. 

 

Often we listen to the annual report of our church.  We always hear 

those usual rhetoric statements like “We thank God that He sustained this 

congregation throughout the year.  We have encountered some problems 

this year but glory be to God that we sailed through the year successfully.  

We have spent so much on this and so and so much on that.  The balance at 

the end of the year is so much.  We shall seize this opportunity to 

encourage our members to offer more in that we know that God loves a 

cheerful giver.”  No mention would be made of the number of devoted 

members in the church nor the encouragement for them to continue in 

faith.  No mention would be made about the backsliders, nor any effort 

made to encourage them or remind them of their first love at Calvary, and 
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“Paul sowed, Apollos watered and God gave the increase.”  

Brethren, if you cannot sow like Paul, you must be able to 

water like Apollos so that God can give the increase.  You 

cannot stay aloof. 

there is  no plan whatsoever to address the issue.  No mention would be 

made about the number of crusade, gospel outreaches or evangelical 

missions held and no mention would be made about the number of souls 

that came to the Lord during the year.  The only important theme of the 

general meeting is to discuss the financial aspect of the church, or perhaps, 

at times, the issue of the new appointees, having forgotten that God will 

not ask the leaders in the church to render account on the physical assets of 

the church when they will see Him face to face, at last.  But the spiritual 

assets of the church, I mean, the net spiritual profit, He will not ignore.   

In the business world, the church is recognized as a not-for-profit 

making organization because the primary objective of the church is to meet 

the spiritual need of humanity but to the children of promise, the church of 

Jesus Christ is spiritual profit-making entity.  The church is daily investing 

its spiritual resources into the spiritual need of who-so-ever-will.  The 

common stock of the church is the gospel of Jesus Christ and the treasury 

stock of the church is the fervent prayer of the saints.  The dividends are 

the amazing grace and abundant mercy of the Lord.  The redemption of our 

old debts which is our sins is being carried out daily with the "liquid fund" 

that flow from the cross of Calvary which is the blood of the Lamb that 

was slain.  This is the perspective the children of God should measure 

profitability of the church. 

 

The church has been making spiritual profit from day one— from 

the day of Pentecost when about three thousand souls were baptized.  

Among the profit the church made that was recorded was Saul of Tarsus 

(later Paul) on his way to Damascus, the Ethiopian eunuch, the jailers and 

Cornelius and his household.   All over the world today billions of profits 

have been recorded in terms of the souls that have been led to Jesus Christ 

through the gospel.  If you are still in trance about this issue, let me state 

clearly that the number of believing souls in the Lord’s church are the 

fruits of His death on the cross.  They are the souls that God gathered unto 

Himself in your church.  This should be the basis upon which the progress 

or well being of the church is determined.  Brethren, what is your input in 

terms of outreaches or evangelical mission and what is the output at the 

end of the year? If the output does not justify the input, go back on your 

knees and ask for further directives. 
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Some think it is the sole duty of the evangelist or minister to bring 

in the sheaves.  This is not so.  It is equally your duty to do so.  You have 

been given a great commission, “Go into all the world and preach the 

gospel.”  The commandment here is for you and I.  It is not for the minister 

of God only.  Like yourself, they too are also seeking to ensure that they do 

not detour from the path of salvation.  It is your responsibility to explore 

your potential in the vineyard of God.  It is your duty to sow the seed of the 

gospel.  It is your responsibility to pool your resources together in terms of 

your spiritual talents to ensure that the death of Christ on the cross of 

Calvary for the perishing souls is not in vain. 

 

“Paul sowed, Apollos watered and God gave the increase.”  

Brethren, if you cannot sow like Paul you must be able to water like 

Apollos so that God can give the increase.  You cannot stay aloof.  Perhaps 

you are still wondering how you can fit in.  On your knees mighty things 

can be accomplished.  On your knees an intercessory prayer that God may 

break the yoke is important.  Your prayer will move the hand of Almighty 

God to touch the heart of listeners.  Gospel is like claiming the territory of 

satan.  The strong man must be bound before the territory can be invaded 

with the gospel seed.  As you know, farmer cannot plant seed on uncleared 

forest.  Your prayer is necessary to clear the ground for the sower. 

 

After invading the territory with everlasting seed, do not be 

surprised that tares will be sown by the enemy to choke the good seed.  

Brethren, let us learn from farmers.  After planting, the farmer will come 

back to the farm to inspect how the plants are growing.  Most of the time 

he will need to weed off the tares and the modern farmers will even add 

fertilizer that can enhance growth of the plant and so it will later bear much 

fruit.  Do you know that the early Christians took the same steps in order to 

drive home their messages?  Do you know that apart from God’s divine 

blessing, this was the secret of their success in the Lord? “... Let us go 

again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word 

of the Lord and see how they do.”  (Acts 15:36 KJV)  In every city that 

Paul had preached the gospel, he usually did follow up to find out about 

their well being in the Lord. Those places he could not visit, he would 

write a letter to encourage, exhort or rebuke them in love, if necessary.  

Today these spiritual letters of Paul became a lamp unto our feet. 
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The life you live can be an effective water sprinkler of the gospel.  

Today people care much about what they see you doing.  If you are living 

the gospel life you are preaching to them, they will embrace you and the 

message of the Lord you bring forth wholeheartedly.  

 

This reminds me of my experience in 1981.  My roommate, a final 

year Accountancy Student and a member of Four Square Gospel Church 

invited me to the revival in their church.  In the church where I was sitting, 

a pretty lady was wheeled in, and she was positioned very close to me.  

Choruses were sung, prayers rendered, and the food of the spirit, which is 

the Word of God really ministered to the needs of the people in attendance. 

 Along the line, I was watching this handicapped lady in the wheel chair.  I 

sincerely pitied her so much when I matched her beauty with her condition, 

but the exuberant joy of the Lord that was radiating in her countenance was 

spectacular.  She was lively and happy.  She was not pretending.  You 

could even feel it.  Every part of her body was praising the Lord in 

response to the choruses and sermon of the day.   

 

I was completely wrapped up in my own thought.  “Here is a lady,” 

I thought, “pretty, leg-less, handicapped in a wheel chair, bubbling with the 

joy of salvation, still feeling joyful and happy despite her condition.”  Still 

wondering in my thought, I said, “If this lady were not handicapped, she 

would have gone to places for the glory of God.  Perhaps Satan used this 

condition to curb what her activities should have been in the Lord.  Yet the 

objective of Satan was of no effect in her life with the joy she had.  Did she 

hear another gospel that was different from what I heard?  No, I said.  

What then is the secret of her joy?   

 

And like a bolt from the blue, C-O-N-T-E-N-T-M-E-N-T was 

spelled out to me like teaching kindergarten student ABC alphabets.  Then 

I realized what had been missing in my life, I realized how selfish I have 

been in my thought about my expectations of God in my life.  Deeply in 

sorrow was I over my follies, I decided from then onward, that I will 

always be contented in any situation I am and that I will always seek the 

joy of salvation in the Lord.   

 

God glorified Himself in the situation of the handicapped sister, 

and I beheld the beauty of the Lord in her life.  Yes, the life of this pretty 

handicapped lady ministered to my spiritual poverty. Her life watered the 



The Church: His Kingdom on Earth 

 

114 
 

gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ that was once upon a time sown in my 

heart. I saw the gospel in another clearer dimension in her life and chains 

of decisions were made.   

 

Brethren, think of it for a while,.  If the early Christians had 

handled the gospel with a laissez-faire attitude like us, perhaps Christianity 

would not have reached our part of the world at the time it did.  The lamp 

of the gospel is in the heart of mankind, not in the bushel where it can die 

out. “Go into the world and make disciples of me,” is a commandment that 

has been blessed from the beginning.  No format of gospel preaching was 

recommended in the Bible.  In other words, you are free to employ any 

format that is honorable in the sight of God.  Your humbleness may draw 

people to Christ.  Your kindheartedness may point people to Christ.  They 

may see the beauty of Jesus Christ in your good works and righteousness, 

and seek to know your God.  It is a question of no venture, no success.  If 

you don’t reap accordingly, maybe you did not sow accordingly.  If you 

don’t profit through the gospel, maybe you didn’t preach the gospel.  If 

your church does not account for the spiritual profit during the annual 

meeting, perhaps the individual brethren there did not invest the Word of 

God in fertile soil, which is the available “capital” within their reach. 

 

Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein most of his 

mighty works were done, because they repented not:  

Woe unto thee, Chorazin!  Woe unto thee, Bethsaida! 

for if the mighty works, which were done in you, had 

been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 

long ago in sack-cloth and ashes.  But I say unto you, it 

shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of 

judgement than for you.  And thou, Capernaum, which 

art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to hell; 

for it the mighty works, which have been done in thee, 

had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until 

this day.  But I say unto you, that it shall be more 

tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, 

than for thee.     Matthew 11:20-24 

 

A decision not to make a decision is a decision.  It is common 

practice today in many churches for ministers of God to keep silent about 

the issue of judgment day.  They dare not open the can of worms of the sin 
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“I am the WAY, the TRUTH and LIFE ...”  The way may be 

rough, but if you want the mansion above, you must pass through 

our Lord Jesus Christ; the truth may be bitter, but if you are 

heaven bound, you must know the truth and dwell in it; the life in 

His Kingdom may be enviable, but if you desire it you must do the 

will of His Father. 

of adultery and its relevant immoralities because we are all guilty of it. In 

our day they have ceased to be sermon topics.  Neither are these issues 

treated in Sunday School nor Bible Studies.  Perhaps their reasons may be 

that it is better to preach the love of God, Jesus’ crucifixion and 

resurrection, than to preach the judgment day.  People generally do not like 

to hear the sermon about the judgment day because it is terrifying, and 

consequently may lead to their withdraw of membership in the church.  

Perhaps the minister is trying to avoid being tagged as a prophet of doom.  

The love of God really is worthy of making known to the whole world, but 

it is not right to stop there only without letting them know the 

consequences of not accepting God’s offer to dwell in His love.  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the other hand, if people do not like to hear the truth about the 

consequences of their unrepented sins, then they should not come to the 

platform of truth, because the church of our Lord Jesus Christ, His body, is 

the platform of truth.  If truth cannot be freely upheld in the church, where 

then, in the whole wide world, will it be upheld?  When people could no 

longer stand the fireworks of truth that were coming from our Lord Jesus 

Christ, they went away.  And he turned to His disciples, and asked, “Will 

ye also go away?”  Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  thou hast 

the words of eternal life.”  If the minister is trying to avoid being called 

names, perhaps he needs to be reminded that Christ did not say that there is 

a rosy avenue to His eternal kingdom.  In fact, He said “in this world you 

will see many tribulations but be of good cheers because I have overcome 

the world.”  Jesus said, “I am the WAY, the TRUTH and LIFE...”   The 

way may be rough, but if you want the mansion above, you must pass 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.  The truth may be bitter, but if you are 

heaven bound, you must know the truth and dwell in it.  The life in His 

Kingdom may be enviable, but if you desire it you must do the will of His 

Father. 
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God did not keep Adam and Eve in darkness concerning His laws 

and the consequences.  He did not withhold His judgment when they 

violated His commandment in Eden.  God did not spare the natural branch 

of the household of Israel for their hardheartedness.  Christ did not 

withhold the truth about how devastating the judgment day will be to the 

inhabitants of the cities of Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum for the 

ample opportunity they had to witness the great miracles which ought to 

have led them to believe and become the beneficiary of the salvation 

through grace, but which they bluntly rejected.  Paul in his epistle to the 

brethren in Rome did not withhold the truth when he set before them, life 

and death.  He clearly told them that “the wages of sin is death; but the gift 

of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

 

There is no difference in our time today.  Whether the truth is 

preached or not, heaven is real and also hell is real. The judgment of God 

will definitely come.  The righteous will be rewarded in the presence of 

God in Heaven, and the unrighteous will definitely meet their doom in hell 

fire.  A decision to keep mute about this fact is according to the subtlety of 

Satan, because he does not want the sinner to know that there is another 

punishment for their sins after their uneventful journey on earth.  Imagine, 

on judgment day, the blood of these sinners on the ministers, who should 

have repented had they heard the truth.  

 

So much has been said about unity in the Lord, but so little has 

been achieved.  This subject is the most difficult commandment of God to 

obey.  Not that Christians do not want to obey it, but it has something to do 

with our relationship with others in the Lord and individual Christians have 

no control over each other on this issue. 

 

Disunity did not start in the generation of the present Christians, it 

dates back to the first century in the time of Paul and Apollos.  Jesus Christ 

himself the author of unity knew the important weapon unity is, that was 

why he prayerfully selected his disciples.  Throughout His lifetime and 

beyond, none was lost except the “son of perdition” as He Himself has 

mentioned.  After His resurrection, the early apostles started on the same 

strong footing of unity, trusting each other to obey every commandment of 

our Lord Jesus Christ in one accord, seeking the face of Almighty God in 

their prayer every day and waiting patiently in one mind for the calling of 

Almighty God.  When the Holy Spirit came into them, they were given 
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equal measure of the Holy Spirit’s power for different purposes, and they 

too, had been honest enough to use this power to the glory of God.  The 

manifestation of this was the fact that the apostles were able to speak 

different languages to the amazement of the people (prostelyes) among 

them.  Even Peter who was noted for his fear became bold as the Holy 

Spirit had strengthened him and the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ was 

boldly declared.  And the anointing of the Lord fell on them.  In the same 

spirit and in one accord they forged ahead.  

 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer, every one 

was filled with awe and many wonders and miraculous signs 

were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together 

and had everything in common.  Selling their possessions and 

goods they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad 

and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those 

who were being saved.” Acts 2:42-47 

 

The language we have unmistakingly noted here is the language of 

unity.  If we rearrange the underlined words, as below, it will pass across a 

strong message of unity that has been eluding Christians of our age. 

 

  All the believers were together and had everything in common, they 

devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer and many wonders and miraculous signs 

were done by the apostles.  They continued to meet together, they gave to 

anyone as he had need, they ate together with glad and sincere hearts and the 

Lord added to their number daily. 

 

Brethren, when we meditate on this passage of the Bible we will 

realize why the early Christians became a strong force to reckon with in 

their society then.  Then you will understand why Christianity was 

spreading like wildfire, and why the children of God became the talk of the 

town and the topic of the nation of Israel then.  The disciples became an 

enviable member of their community because of the way they were united. 

 Again and again Peter and the rest of the apostles would declare the gospel 
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of Jesus Christ and people would come to the side of God.  Within a short 

time “the number of men grew to about five thousand.” Act 4:4 

 

Brethren, I want you to know that unity of Christians in the Lord is 

a serious problem to Satan because unity of the brethren is an indication 

that the spiritual war is in favor of Almighty God. Brethren, have you ever 

wondered why Jesus specifically prayed for unity before His crucifixion? 

“that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 

also may be one in us.” John 17:21.  He knew the mighty power that exists 

in unity of mind and soul.   

 

Christ told us in Matthew 16:18 “I will build my church and the 

gate of hell shall not prevail against it.”  Please note brethren that it says, 

“will not prevail against it.”  It did not say, “the gate of hell shall not stand 

against it.”  At the fast spreading of Christianity among people, Satan must 

have thought that the best way to stop this movement would be to scatter 

them.  Perhaps Satan must have said to himself, "Jesus has come and has 

gone to heaven where He belongs, but this earth is my kingdom and I am 

the ruler here.  Whatever kingdom Christ has established must be pulled 

down".  Being blinded to the secret of the Kingdom because it was 

established in the heart of the believers and not on the surface of the earth. 

 The Pharisees and the Sadducees, the so-called righteous people were the 

instruments that Satan employed to demobilized and destroy Christianity.  

And there was a mighty persecution against the disciples.  Christians were 

beaten up in the public places, they were imprisoned, they were being 

stoned to death, beheaded, maimed or being fed to wild animals in order to 

stop this holy kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ and to create fear in the 

minds of Christians.  These instruments of Satan did not know that they 

could only kill the body and not the spirit of these innocent children of 

God. Neither did they know that by this, the purpose of God concerning 

the salvation of mankind would be further fulfilled.  The seed, which was 

the Word of God that had been sown into their hearts, had been 

germinated, and wherever they were scattered as a result of persecution, 

they spread the seed of salvation.  They preached the same gospel, more 

and more people believed, and more and more people came to God.  The 

persecution forced Philip into his mission to Samaria and all the ministry 

of miraculous healing he was able to do through the Hand of God.  The 

persecution led him to Simon the sorcerer who later believed and was 
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baptized.  The persecution led him to the conversion of the Ethiopian 

eunuch.  The persecutors were unable to stop the hand of God. 

 

Satan then changed the method of attack.  It changed the battle from 

physical to spiritual and from Pharisees and Sadducees to within the elect 

themselves, that division has to occur spiritually before the children of God 

can be truly divided.  The incident that occurred among the brethren in 

Corinth pointed to this fact. 

 

"Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no 

divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in 

the same mind and in the same judgment.  For it hath been 

declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the 

house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.  now this 

I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; 

and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.  Is Christ divided? was Paul 

crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?"  (I 

Corinthians 1:10-13 KJV) 

 

"And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, 

but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.  I have fed you 

with milk, and not with meat; for hitherto ye were not able to 

bear it, neither yet now are ye able.  For ye are yet carnal: for 

whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, 

are ye not carnal, and walk as men?  For while one saith, I am 

of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; as ye not carnal?  Who 

then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 

believed, even as the Lord gave to every man?  I have planted, 

Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  So then neither is he 

that planteth any thing, neither the that watereth; but God that 

giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he that watereth 

are one; and every man shall receive his own reward according 

to his own labor.  For we are laborers together with God; year 

are God's husbandry, year are God's building.  According to 

the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 

masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth 

thereon.  But let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
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Jesus Christ.  Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 

silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man's work 

shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare it, because it 

shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's 

work of what sort it is."  (Corinthians 3:1-13 KJV) 

 

The brethren that were together and had everything in common 

were now quarrelling in Corinth.  The brethren that were for Jesus Christ 

only in Acts have now chosen who they will follow and some said I follow 

Paul, others said I follow Apollos, still others said I follow Peter or I 

follow Christ.  The brethren that were breaking bread together and dealing 

with each other with sincere hearts at the beginning were now full of 

distrust, envy and jealousy.  It was no longer infidels against the children 

of God, it was now believers against believers. 

 

Brethren we must not deceive ourselves.  This is the work of Satan 

because I believe God is never the author of confusion.  Before the 

manifestation of the plans of Satan in the life of man, God had already 

established an adequate antidote.  Before the spiritual war of Satan was 

launched against the unity of the brethren, God himself had captured the 

chief persecutor in the person of Saul of Tarsus.  In his own wisdom Saul 

of Tarsus thought that these so called disciples should not be allowed to 

carry on their blasphemy against the Name of the Lord God under the 

authority of Jesus Christ as per the Scribes, the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees.  The hyperactive Saul, the uncompromising Saul and the 

earthly law abiding Saul, a legal luminary of his own time, who studied 

under Gamaliel, in all sincerity, sought for authority from the leaders in 

Israel to stamp out the name of Christ in persecution.  But unknown to him, 

the Almighty, in His infinite wisdom, which is beyond human 

understanding, was preparing him for the greater task ahead.  On his way 

to Damascus where he carried a letter to the synagogues to widen the scope 

of persecution against the disciples, he was captured in the cage of 

salvation.  Saul encountered Jesus Christ Himself and He submitted to the 

Higher authority.  He became a chosen vessel to the household of the 

Gentiles.   

 

Saul of Tarsus, now Paul of Jesus, in his epistle to the brethren in 

Corinth and concerning the spiritual warfare of satan against unity among 

the children of God, asked a thought-provoking question when some were 
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saying I am of Paul, and I am of Apollos, I am of Cephas and I am of 

Christ.  He asked, “Was Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you or 

were you baptized in the name of Paul?”  These questions were to remind 

them of their first love at Calvary and of the unity His death had brought to 

all believers.  If we truly believe that Christ paid the price for our salvation, 

then what is the reason for the division we witness today?  He went further 

in the third chapter to say that they were only ministers through whom they 

believed.  He “planted, Apollos watered but God gave increase,” yet 

presenting Christ here as the center of attraction that everyone should cling 

to and as the tie that binds us in unity. 

 

Brethren, let us ponder for a while and ask why unity was possible 

among the early Christians and why is it eluding us today?  The causes of 

this problem may include the following: 

 

Criticism 

 
Criticism is one of the instruments Satan is using to bring division among 

brethren.  We always assume that our church is better than other churches, 

or better still we always give the impression that our church is the only one 

doing things according to the will of God, and then we subject others to 

unwarranted criticism.  The time we exert on criticizing others or proving 

unto others our prowess in the word of God can better be spent in breaking 

new ground in evangelism. It can be used to meet other spiritual needs of 

the brethren.  Criticism brings forth argument.  Brethren from two different 

Christian folds, who have engaged in a heated argument over Christian 

doctrines or activities, will always have a certain reservation toward each 

other when it comes to a matter of trust.  As a result they will hardly be 

able to work together concerning the issues of faith.   

 

Brethren let us look at the issue of criticism in the household of 

faith critically and ask ourselves a few questions.  Who among us has set a 

standard of faith that we call doctrine within Christian circles?  If the 

answer is “no one,” why then are we bothering our heads and wasting 

precious time over the variances that exist in different churches as a result 

of the standard that was not set by us?  The visitation of the churches can 

literally be likened to that of a fisherman at work. When a fisherman 

throws his net into the sea, he does not always catch the same type of fish.  
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Many species of fish will be caught, and not only this, but octopus will also 

be there, crabs will be there, at times shells and stones will be caught at 

one throw of the net.  It is now left to the fisherman to decide which of his 

captives is for the master’s use.  He will definitely throw back the stones 

and dead wood into the sea because they are not useful for his purposes. 

 

Christ the Head of the Church is fully aware of what is happening 

in the church, which is His body.  Christ the author of the doctrine that is 

the instrument of authority of the church, Who only has the authority to 

consider and control the variances that exist in the Church, is coming 

quickly to visit His Church and consider her works.  (Revelation Chapters 

1-3) 

 

Nevertheless, it does not follow that one should not express an 

honest view according to the Word of God concerning issues within the 

church or among other Christian folds.  It does not follow that the erring 

brethren should not be rebuked and corrected in love.  At any point in time 

as opportunity permits we must always be bold enough to stand on the 

platform of truth and declare “thus saith the Lord” in love and according to 

the Word of God, without allowing criticism and argument to destroy the 

solid foundation. 

 

Selfishness 

 

Christ washed the feet of His disciples to demonstrate selfless 

service to the disciples.  This has been turned all the way around in our 

own time.  It is “I-before-others” now.  This attitude breeds many sins that 

cause disunity among brethren today, like corruption, embezzlement, 

undue influence over brethren and negligence among brethren. 

 

Some leaders who have been placed in fiduciary positions in the 

church use their office to embezzle or mismanage the church funds or 

property.  Some leaders, who brethren have regarded as a symbol of Christ, 

whom brethren have counted on as the light of the gospel, betray this trust 

when they failed to live up to their expectation in committing many 

atrocities like adultery or fornication with brethren in the church. 
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Selfishness may bring about neglecting the needy ones in the 

church.  The brethren in the early church did not lack anything and there 

was unity among them because they did not lose sight of this important 

issue.  If the government of the world can provide social services to the 

needy ones in their midst to show that they are not forgotten, the church as 

a whole or individual brethren who are members of the kingdom of God 

should do something to establish in the heart of the needy brethren that 

they belong. 

 

Pulling out or Fighting it out 
 

It is very common in our own time today, whenever there is a 

misunderstanding in the household of faith, the common option is to pull 

out.  The majority of Christians always say, “I can't tolerate this type of 

thing in the church.  I only come here to worship God and if this is not 

possible, I will pull out and look for another place to worship.” This will 

not solve the problem, either.  In fact, this is what Satan wants you to do, 

and when you do this you are responding positively to the will of Satan. 

 

Another option is fighting it out.  Can we pause a bit and ask 

ourselves, “what battle do we want to fight out?”  From the beginning, this 

is a spiritual battle.  Some even go further by saying if it cannot be 

resolved within, it will be taken to court.  What a spiritually dumb idea!  

That is exactly what Satan wants, that the law of the kingdom of this world 

may prevail over the law of the Kingdom of God.  Imagine the anointed 

children of God bowing down in worship to an infidel in the court of law 

because of dispute that arise in the household of faith.  Imagine them 

giving an infidel an express permission to have a final say, in judgement 

concerning the affairs of children of God. This is very common in our 

society today. 

 

Remember the incident that occurred between Peter and Paul, when 

Peter sat to eat with the Jews instead of the Gentiles.  Paul did not pull out 

of the church.   Being a lawyer, he did not go to court to seek redress, but 

he maintained unity by rebuking Peter in love according to God's Word 

and Peter did not say that the most junior apostle (so to speak) had no right 

to address him that way.  He maintained unity by accepting the correction 

of Paul. 
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Discrimination 

 

The Samaritan woman therefore said to Him, "How is it 

that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a 

Samaritan woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with 

Samaritans)  John 4:9 (NAS) 

 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God.  Romans 12:2 (KJV) 

 

I appreciate cultural values and I love dwelling within the parameter of its 

moral rules and regulations.  We all have traits of our cultural background 

embedded in our day-to-day behavior and in our interactions with others, 

even in the age of the technological super-highway.  But when there is a 

clash in our individual culture and Bible culture, a chance must be given 

for the Word of God to prevail in our decision.  If your culture will lead 

you to conform to this world, be careful, brethren. Let the will of God take 

preeminence.  If your culture is one that promotes hatred, be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind in the Word of God, and discard the culture 

that does not give glory to God.  Nobody gains in propagating 

discrimination.  If it does not cost us our lives, it costs us mental torture. 

 

If only mankind would appreciate the value and beauty of colors, 

there would be no racial discrimination.  A flower is one of the beauties of 

creation that everybody loves.  It was created in different species at the 

beginning, and it always comes in different colors and yet mankind accepts 

them all.  No matter how beautiful the red or white rose may be, it sprung 

out of the green stalk.  As attractive as the color of turnips is, be it golden, 

red or white, it was grown in the black humus soil and it depends on the 

stinking, coarse-looking, brownish natural or artificial manure.  Whether 

yours is grown in a golden pot in your sitting room, or by a professional 

horticulturist, they are all the artistic design and creative idea of Almighty 

God our Creator. 

 

If we understand the positive reasons of creativity of the Creator, if 

we appreciate the thoughtfulness of God for creating mankind in different 
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species, no race will feel inferior to or superior over others, instead the 

beauty and divine wisdom of the Almighty will be glaringly seen in “His 

image” on earth. 

 

It is often said that one needs the knowledge of the history of 

yesterday to guard us against the decisions of tomorrow.  Much as this 

statement may be true, any citizen of the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

I mean the people that are being called by His Holy name should learn how 

to forget the painful history that tends to bring apart the unity that His 

death on the Cross has brought forth. 

 

Do you know that discrimination is not limited to races only?  In 

some cases, it is extended to the body of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Some 

people call the body of Christ “white churches” because the churches are 

located in an area where a white majority lives, and also “black churches” 

in the area where a black majority lives.  Some do attach a tribal or racial 

identity to the church in order to create a wall of division.  We have heard 

of where churches are burnt down because of racial discrimination.  I do 

not know whether a similar situation operates in your area, but let these 

people with any trace of racial discrimination still present in their 

subconscious mind, those who are intent upon building a wall of division 

around themselves, let them know today that the love of God is color-

blind, and it cuts across all the boundaries and barriers of life.  The church 

that came to existence as a result of the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross 

of Calvary is the Church of Christ, if God is whole-heartedly worshiped 

there in Spirit and in truth, and if banner of the love of God is righteously 

upheld there.  It is neither the church of black nor white, neither the 

Chinese church nor the Japanese church, neither the African church nor the 

Spanish church. Language should not be a barrier against the unity of the 

church especially where a common language is operative or where 

interpretation can be provided. 

 

The Samaritan woman seemed to be telling Jesus Christ, “You are 

different.  You are not like other Jews I have known.”  Brethren, this is the 

purpose of your calling.  You are called not to conform to this world, but to 

make a difference in the lives of the people you touch by upholding the 

perfect will of God.  If your Christian life is embedded in the subconscious 

culture of hatred toward other ethnic groups or tribes, you need to 

reexamine yourself in the Lord.  If love is not competent to build a house 
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of unity, neither will hatred mold a brick.  Can God trust you to be 

transformed completely by the renewing of your mind toward others? Can 

God trust you to make a difference in the lives of the people you touch?  

Will you allow the beauty of God to be seen in your dealings with them? 

 

Lack of encouragement among Youth 
 

God specifically told Israel that they should not marry the 

Canaanites so that they will not be polluted with the idolatry of the 

Canaanites, in one word, so that the oneness in the Lord can continue 

among the children of God.  We all know what ended the life of the 

Israelites who disobeyed this commandment.  I am not suggesting that the 

church should be the marriage matchmaker for the young brethren.  The 

youth of today will not allow anybody to choose for them when it comes to 

the issue of marriage. Yet much can be learned from this chosen nation of 

old.  However, church leaders should have done much in the area of 

teaching before the age of marriage.  

  

An average successful man and woman have graduated in their 

various fields before the age of twenty-five years.  The church should 

direct the youth among them to achieve this feat in the word of God within 

the same age range.  This idea came in because the Ethiopian eunuch said, 

“how can he know, except somebody taught him.”  He was taught and he 

was able to make the right decision. It is believed that the youth in our 

midst will do the same if they receive adequate teaching of God’s Word 

both at home and in the church. 

 

From the milk stage of the children’s Sunday school to the bone-

chewing stage of adult topical Christian life Sunday school.  The youth 

should be encouraged and involved in various faith strenghtening activities 

in the church like prayer meetings, Bible studies, women’s meetings, 

Christian workshops and other Christian activities where they can discover 

each other, especially when they are at the age of marriage.  If they can be 

raised together in the Lord, nurtured together in the food of the spirit, they 

will be perfectly sealed together in marriage.  They will become a 

formidable team against our common enemy, Satan, and they will be able 

to raise and nurture their offspring in the Lord by forming a strong pillar of 

unity in the household of faith. 
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Positive Response 

 
Much has been said about our leaders in the church and about how they 

can rally around to ensure unity among brethren.  Many attacks have been 

focused on them over this.  What about you?  I mean “you” the subjects in 

the kingdom.  What has been your response to the directives of God’s 

chosen leaders in your church?  Guidance is a two-way traffic.  Where 

there is guidance there must be obedience.  One thing is for the leaders to 

yield to the commandments of God as regards the “feeding of the sheep” 

but it is another thing for the sheep to accept to be led to where the green 

pasture could be found.  One thing is to be led to the quiet water.  Another 

thing is for the sheep to willingly drink of it.  The most difficult creature to 

control on earth is human being.  Perhaps this is as a result of the 

complexity of our reasoning.  Wild animals, like lions, tigers and the host 

of others still yield to control and do exactly what we want them to do.  

One can even predict the results of their actions, but this cannot be said of 

human beings.  Disobedience and an uncooperative attitude are not only 

peculiar to worldly people, unfortunately they are also common among the 

chosen generation. 

 

Moses failed to reach the land of Canaan, not because of the sin he 

personally committed against God.  He did not reach Canaan because his 

own, the people that he led out of Egypt through the Mighty Hand of God 

made him to stumble.  He did not reach there because of their 

hardheartedness. He did not reach there because of their murmuring and he 

did not reach there because they were stiff-necked..  Let us learn from the 

sheep in obedience, brethren.  Imagine the sheep that cannot communicate 

with the shepherd, yet the flock trustingly looks up to the shepherd in all 

things regarding its needs and protection.  The shepherd becomes the eyes 

of the sheep.  He becomes the ear of the flock so that the sheep will not see 

or hear any evil as long as the shepherd is in charge. The shepherd 

becomes a shield against the arrow of the enemies of the sheep.  The sheep 

abide as the shepherd directs.  Do not cause your leaders to fall because of 

your stubbornness, because they are the crowns upon your heads.  Please 

yield to their God-given directives.  When you do this, you are doing the 

will of God and you are helping to build a united kingdom of God.   
 

If perfect unity cannot be achieved in our time, can we not maintain 

the unity we live to see in our individual church and build upon it 
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according to the Word of God?  The prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ 

concerning unity will definitely be answered, and the gate of hell will 

surely not prevail against the church.  Perhaps in our time, unity is still in 

its embryonic stage and every church with her various differences 

represents a cell of the body of Christ.  Let us keep the dream of unity alive 

in our hearts.  The dawning of a new day shall come when our dream will 

become a reality, when the wall of division around the cells shall be torn 

apart, and we shall only be bound by that blessed tie.  We shall only see 

Jesus Christ in the beauty of His Glory as the centerpiece of our salvation, 

not our besetting differences that cloud our spiritual vision.  Paul 

admonished, “let every man take heed how he buildeth there upon.”  How 

do you build upon the foundation of unity that was laid at Calvary by 

Christ?  Brethren, examine your hearts.  What are you building upon this 

foundation? Is it gold or silver? Is it precious stones or wood?  Is it hay or 

stubble?  The Bible says, “the day shall declare it.” 

  

 

Personal Reflection Points 

 

1. Is the church of our time like the one we read about during the 

early Christian Age? 
 

2. Is pleasing God the most important priority of your church?  Is 

pleasing God the most important priority of your life?    
 

3. What role are you playing in the vineyard of the Lord?  Can 

you make a difference in your church for the glory of God? 
 

4. Do you know that you are the key to the salvation of many 

generations? 
 

5. What is the position of truth and righteousness in your Church? 
 

6. Is there a neutral ground between God and Satan?  If no, on 

whose side are you? 

 

7. Can God entrust His kingdom into your hand as He did to 

Peter? 
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BEYOND ALL REASONING 
 

There comes a time in the life of a true believer, one that has not 

only acknowledged Jesus as Savior, not only as Lord, but also as 

the Christ, the anointed one and His anointing, that a retrospect, 

a reflection is taken and with no human sense being made and 

there lies a sense of awe that breaks out.  Throughout the Bible, 

from Genesis to Revelation, we are treated with a chronicle of 

events that prove that our God is an awesome God.  He does 

what He wants, when He wants, and without anyone’s 

permission.  And when God displays His awesomeness, it 

always transcends all human understanding.  This book will 

bring to your attention just how awesome the God we serve is! 
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