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         CHAPTER  

The Beginning 

Of Crises  
 
There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, 
"Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that You do unless God is with him." 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and 
be born?" Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said 
to you, 'You must be born again.' The wind blows where it 
wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it 
comes from and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of 
the Spirit." Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can 
these things be?" Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you 
the teacher of Israel, and do not know these things? Most 
assuredly, I say to you, We speak what We know and testify 
what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. If I 
have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will 
you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended 
to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the 
Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be 
lifted up; that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. (John 3:1-15) 
 

There was an empty vacuum yarning to be filled; a longing 

heart of curiosity and sincere desire to know. There was a 

missing link in the line of thought of this powerful man. 

This missing link summarized his quest for knowledge. His 

1 
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name was Nicodemus, a renowned Pharisee and one of the 

leaders among the Sanhedrin. His passionate mission was 

to unearth a spiritual understanding. The philosophies and 

scientific knowledge of his time could not fill the empty 

vacuum of his heart. Perhaps he found himself rolling to 

and fro upon his bed, unable to sleep. It was not about his 

health. He was not facing financial difficulties. His problem 

was the divinity of Jesus Christ. Perhaps he said to himself, 

“There is something special about this man called Jesus.” 

‘His power was not a natural one. The passionate interest of 

the worldly people around Him did not turn Him on. As 

famous as He was, He did not seek political offices. He did 

not hold any important public office. Although He was 

known as a son of Carpenter yet He commanded the 

attention of many followers. Nicodemus must have 

determined resolutely in his mind and said, “I must know 

the truth about Him.” This was the beginning of his quest 

for knowledge about Jesus Christ. It was an unforced 

inward quest that yearned for immediate answer. I am 

talking about an outbreak of questing within, a passionate 

search for the divine inflow of spiritual knowledge. This is 

the stirring of heart, the inner mind excitement and the 

inspiration within this renowned Pharisee. These are the 

spiritual magnetic forces that attract us towards our Savior. 

If you do not have this type of inward quest within, you can 

hardly express an in-depth passion for Christ. 
  

Britannica Concise Encyclopedia defined ‘theology’ as a 

study of the nature of God and the relationship of the human 

and divine. It is further defined as the study of the nature of 

God and religious truth; rational inquiry into religious 

questions. Going by the definition of theology, the 

passionate quest of Nicodemus made him one of the first 
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theologians mentioned in the New Testament. A passionate 

quest to know about Jesus Christ was the problem of 

Nicodemus. The quest of Nicodemus was about the 

ministry of Jesus Christ—a  new relationship of the 

humanity and divinity, a brand new true way of life on 

earth—that was vehemently opposed by the foremost 

leaders of Judaism. Anyone like Nicodemus that found 

himself struggling in the spiritual dilemma about the new 

way among humanity was in a spiritual crisis. Only Jesus 

Christ, the One who simultaneously reveals and solves the 

spiritual problems of man can see him through the ordeal. 

That was why Nicodemus came to seek for Jesus Christ.   

 

At that time in Jerusalem, the Pharisees and Sadducees 

were the two religious groups in “custody” of the 

knowledge of God and experts interpreters of the Mosaic 

Law according Judaism. They were always at each other’s 

necks. Human inherent tendency does not always 

accommodate changes. Regardless of the forerunner 

ministry of John the Baptist in preparation for the ministry 

of Jesus Christ, the emergence of the people of the ‘Way’ 

[Christ] (Acts 9:2, 22:4) was a great challenge in direct 

opposition to Judaism’s current stakeholders.  The 

brightness of the Way and the wonders of His miracles 

dimmed the maxims and religious popularity of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees. Already they found it difficult to 

accommodate each other because of their various opposing 

religious views. It was not a great surprise that they had 

zero tolerance for the emerging Christian teachings that 

were changing and transforming people through the 

manifestation of God’s power in the ministry of Jesus 

Christ. With vehement hostility they persecuted the Church 

of Jesus Christ. 
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‘Crises’ plural form of crisis is a [Greek] krisis root 

word from ‘krinein’ means to ‘decide.’ It is defined 

in Merriam-Webster dictionary as “the turning point 

for better or worse in an acute situation; a 

paroxysmal attack of pain, distress, or disordered 

function; an emotionally significant event or radical 

change of status in a person's life. The decisive 

moment. An unstable or crucial time or state of 

affairs in which a decisive change is impending; 

especially: one with the distinct possibility of a 

highly undesirable outcome.  

  

Putting the dictionary meaning of ‘crises’ to a simple 

format, we can summarize generally that crisis is a state or 

situation that is uncomfortable and at opposition to the 

person in crisis. Crisis always triggers a reaction. This 

reaction is a choice, an option among the list of possible 

actions available to the person in crisis. This reaction 

(whether appropriate or not) is a decision that is intended to 

provide a solution to the situational issue of the person in 

crisis.  
 

In analyzing the word crisis here, it is not only about the 

chaotic situations that characterize the world in our age. It 

is not the political upheavals, tribal wars or civil disorders 

that are so prevalent in our society today. Crisis is not only 

in the personal failures relating to life issues nor is it only a 

situation of distressful family problems. It is not 

monumental financial difficulty or an economic depression 

that leads to job scarcity. Although hunger and thirst can 

describe this crisis but it is not for the common food and 

drink. King David said in Psalm 42:1-2, “As the deer pants 

for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God.  My 
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soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When shall I come 

and appear before God?” So many people came to Jesus 

Christ because they were sick, but there are certainly more 

important reasons to seek for the Lord than just for the cure 

of sickness. There are more important reasons to seek Jesus 

Christ than food and raiment.  The passionate seekers of the 

Lord Jesus Christ behold the heaven’s glory afar off. They 

imagine its dazzling beauty and its glamorous light. They 

could hear the angelic songs but could not traverse the 

mighty gulf of hell fire separating the earthly from the 

heavenly. The people with this type of passionate desire are 

at the point of making important decision. They could not 

help themselves. They could not fathom how they can 

escape the wrath of hellfire. They are seeking the Lord 

Jesus to be their bridge of salvation, an Anchor on earth 

across the gulf of hell fire that finally touches down at the 

Throne of Grace in the presence of the Heavenly Father. He 

is the way the truth and life. “Jesus said to him, "I am the 

way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through Me.” (John 14:6) Salvation is the greatest 

crisis of this world. It is elusive to the worldly ‘wise’ 

people because they trivialize it and treated with disdain. It 

is attainable and available to the poor ‘blind’ sinners who 

desire it. That is why they wait patiently for Jesus to lead 

them into God’s presence.  

 

Perhaps you are wondering and say, “What is so special 

about God that we should desire His presence? In the 

presence of God there is fulfillment and solution. The 

anointing of His presence saturates His Temple with 

holiness. Everything that dwells in the presence of God 

prospers. Angel Gabriel declared his source of power, he 

said, “I am Gabriel that stands in the presence of God” and 
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for this reason, the angelic being is a great communicator. 

In the presence of God, everything is laid bare. In His 

presence there is unparalleled understanding and everyone 

possesses spiritual eyes and able to see things from the 

perspective of God. The sinners can behold their own 

nakedness in His presence. Prophet Isaiah lamented 

sorrowfully when he saw his own sinful nakedness in the 

vision of His presence and he said, “Woe is me, for I am 

undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 

the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have 

seen the King, The Lord of hosts.” (Isaiah 6:5)  
 

Zacchaeus made a frantic effort to see Jesus. He crossed the 

boundary and limitations of his short stature. Although he 

was a rich man, he was not ashamed of the last resort for 

his quest. He climbed a Sycamore tree in order to have a 

glimpse of Jesus Christ as He was passing by. The ‘all 

knowing’ God knew the deep desire of Zacchaeus’ heart. 

He saw his efforts and understood his limitations. When 

Christ got under the Sycamore tree, heaven stood still. 

Jesus called Zacchaeus by his name to come down from the 

tree. Perhaps you are about to ask, “How did Jesus Christ 

know the name of Zacchaeus?” My humorous question to 

you is, “Who created Zacchaeus?” Zacchaeus came down 

from the tree broken in the spirit. He saw his own 

nakedness in the presence of the Lord Jesus and 

acknowledged himself as a sinner. He repented of his 

sinfulness and made restitution of his past evil deeds. And 

by the grace of God he received his salvation. 
 

In the presence of God, divinity superimposes humanity to 

reveal the glory of God in the physical realm. That is why 

the truly wise people come to the presence of God. When 
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you step into the presence of the Lord, get ready for a 

pleasant surprise that will transform you forever. Not 

necessarily on the rosy path. Definitely, it is not in the 

silver platter of bread and butter. No!  Christ didn’t promise 

that! If you are patient enough and you want your rough 

and crooked edges to be smoothened, His presence is the 

best place of transformation. He will perfect His clean work 

of salvation on you. And you will be joyful that you come. 

 

Perhaps Nicodemus asked himself, “But how am I going to 

achieve this great objective?” What should my game plan 

be? “Will people not see me with Jesus?” “What would 

they say about me?” Who knows whether he said to 

himself, “My reputation is very important to me.” “But that 

cannot stop me from achieving my desired goal.” We may 

wonder and ask, “What was the goal of Nicodemus?” 

Perhaps he could not even perceive it himself. Maybe he 

thought that he knew but in reality, his imagination was in 

no way close to the thought of God about him. “For My 

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My 

ways,” says the Lord. “For as the heavens are higher than 

the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My 

thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) Howbeit, 

Nicodemus thought his goal was to come to the citadel of 

wisdom which is Jesus Christ for understanding.  

 

The challenging question to all of us is, “What do we come 

to do in the presence of God? Some come to enquire. Not 

all enquiry leads to purposeful mission like that of 

Nicodemus. Some come for sightseeing—to see what is 

going on in the Christian gathering. Perhaps to compare the 

standard of Bible teaching with other Christian gatherings 

they have visited. Some want to know the quality of the 
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minister’s sermon. Some are seeking to settle their families 

under an able leader in a Bible believing Church and come 

to have a feel of what the presence of God is in the church. 

Some come with ulterior motives that are different from the 

mind of Christ towards humanity. Some come with 

pretense—like a wolf among the sheep—with a mind set to 

totally rebel against the truth that is revealed. Some come 

to gather more reasons to criticize and persecute the 

believers. In any way you choose to come, just come! I can 

assure you that pleasant surprises are awaiting you in the 

presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Nicodemus came under the cover of the night to see Jesus 

Christ. He crossed the hurdles. He broke the barriers of 

peer pressure in his world. He shamed the ‘boos’ of his 

peers in order to have an audience with Christ. Another 

important thing that we should know is that, you cannot 

come to Him unless He first came to you. “For when we 

were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the 

ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet 

perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 

5:6-8) Whether you come in the night like Nicodemus or 

you come in the day light like Zacchaeus, Jesus Christ was 

in their vicinity before either of them came to seek Him.  

 

The passion and desire of Nicodemus to know more about 

God emanated from the love of God towards him. When 

Nicodemus finally encountered Jesus Christ, he made a 

statement; he did not ask a question. “Rabbi, we know that 

You are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these 

signs that You do unless God is with him.” The statement is 
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loaded with meaning. First of all, it was a statement of 

attestation.  Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees who were 

noted for criticizing and persecuting Jesus Christ, attested 

to the fact that Jesus did all those miracles with the fingers 

of God. Even if some people in our generation found it 

difficult to understand and believe in the great miraculous 

signs and wonders that Jesus Christ did when He passed 

through our earth in human flesh, the testimony of 

Nicodemus, one of the Pharisees that were noted for their 

staunch criticism and persecution of Jesus Christ, makes it 

more credible that Jesus did all those miracles with the 

fingers of God.  
 

Perhaps you are wondering what he saw that brought about 

this wonderful testimony. Nicodemus must have seen the 

Blind Bartimaeus that cried out saying, ‘Jesus, Son of 

David, have mercy on me!’ Heaven stood still. His cry 

received divine attention and instantaneously he received 

his sight. (Mark 10:46-52) He must have seen the deaf and 

mute man being healed instantly. “And He [Jesus] took him 

aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, 

and He spat and touched his tongue. Then, looking up to 

heaven, He sighed, and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, 

"Be opened." Immediately his ears were opened, and the 

impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke 

plainly” (Mark 7:33-35) Perhaps he heard of ten lepers that 

also received their healings instantaneously. These lepers 

woke up in the morning in their isolated colony, very sick 

without any hope of recovery in their life time. When they 

encountered Jesus Christ, they became hopeful and they 

sought Him for healing. Although their loved ones rejected 

them in the isolated leper colony, Jesus Christ did not. He 

ministered to them. “Then as He entered a certain village, 
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there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 

And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, 

have mercy on us!” So when He saw them, He said to them, 

“Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as 

they went, they were cleansed. (Luke17:12-15) Perhaps the 

council of the Pharisees, of which Nicodemus was a strong 

member, ruminated on the lame man whose withered hands 

and legs grew immediately in response to the spoken words 

of Jesus Christ. Perhaps the Pharisees were once again 

notified that Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha was 

raised from the grave, four days after he was buried. His 

discomposed body received strength; he was walking 

around hale and hearty. Added to this were the 

unprecedented wisdom, authority and understanding that 

Jesus Christ exhibited during His many conversations with 

the Pharisees and Sadducees. All these were the spectacular 

events and mind boggling experiences of Nicodemus.  

 

The second point we need to consider in this statement is to 

ask ourselves, “On behalf of whom was Nicodemus 

speaking to Jesus when he opened his statement to Jesus 

with ‘we know…’?” Against the thought of the worldly, 

Nicodemus was not speaking on behalf of a confused 

people, because he was not a confused person. He was a 

knowledgeable and intelligent man possessing an 

apparently sound mind. He was a significant noble man of 

his time and possessed a wealth of knowledge of the 

situations around him. Being a natural man, he was still 

ignorant about the things of the spirit. The scripture says, 

“the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 

God, for they are foolishness to him. (I Corinthians 2:14) 

Certainly he was not speaking on behalf of his fellow 

persecutors, “the Pharisees.” Although he was a Pharisee, a 
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scribe and had attained many personal achievements, his 

heart was still panting for the truth. He spoke for himself as 

one who had the troubling quest within. He also spoke for 

the many people in his position who are still wondering 

about the deity of Jesus Christ. Perhaps for people that had 

experienced inexplicable mercy of Jesus Christ, people that 

had received divine interventions in their lives, people that 

wondered and exclaimed, “What manner of man is Jesus!”  

I mean, people that are truly yearning for the greater 

intimacy of His presence. I am talking of the people that 

look beyond the excellence of nature in their immediate 

environment—the heavenly bodies—sun, moon and stars 

the entire cosmic universe, and begin to wonder about the 

awesome Creator behind them.  
 

Jesus answered and said to him, “Verily, verily, I say unto 

thee, except a man be born again, he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” The response of Jesus Christ was both 

simple and powerful. Since the beginning of His ministry, 

in all four Gospel accounts of our Lord’s mission of mercy, 

only here did He utter this statement and only here was it 

reported. A great revelation and a new order in 

Christendom became established. The response of Jesus 

Christ did not correlate with the statement of Nicodemus. 

Remember, Nicodemus didn’t ask Jesus Christ about the 

necessity of being born again. Jesus Christ did not seem to 

be responding at all to the preambles of Nicodemus.  

Instead, He responded directly to the unspeakable 

preamble, the yearning of the spiritual need of Nicodemus 

which was yet to come to light. Obviously the response of 

Jesus Christ was one of the languages of the Spirit that the 

natural man cannot easily decode. The response of our Lord 

Jesus Christ threw Nicodemus off-balance and he began to 
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interpret the statement within the realm of his physical 

knowledge.  
 

Let us pick His statement apart, study it step by step in 

order to understand the details. Birth always signifies the 

beginning of a new life. To be born again is to begin a new 

life in the Lord completely different from the old sinful 

one. Our first birth at creation was perfect but was later 

degenerated to sinfulness and tainted with corruption after 

Adam and Eve yielded to the deceit of Satan and fell into 

sin in the Garden of Eden. Since then the life of man has 

been characterized as corrupt and spiritually bankrupt.  
 

King David reflected upon this bankrupt life at the point of 

his repentance, he said, “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 

and in sin did my mother conceive me.” (Psalm 51:5) 

Except a man who is inherently living in sin, who is utterly 

corrupted spiritually is born again and becomes 

transformed when he is purged out of the old corrupt sinful 

life, by grace of salvation and regeneration in the new 

glorious life of Christ, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

To be ‘born again’ begins with realization of one’s nature 

of sinfulness after the conviction of Holy-Spirit. It includes 

weighing oneself in the scale of righteousness according to 

the revelation of the word of God and discovering one’s 

own severe spiritual shortcomings. It is comparing the 

ever-extended merciful and loving hand of fellowship of 

God toward mankind with man’s heart of ingratitude, 

disdain, cruelty and crookedness which we often extend 

towards our fellow man and the Heavenly God.  
 

At the point of this miraculous spiritual birth, all the known 

shortcomings and sinful instances become repulsive to 
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man.  All of a sudden we realize the extent of how much 

we have hurt the feelings of the Heavenly Father. We now 

know deep down in our heart that we have strayed away 

from the merciful presence of Loving God. We now 

understand how tender He had been for tolerating all our 

shortcomings even to the extent of making Himself an 

atonement for our sins. And we are now panting and 

yearning for His hands of mercy to enfold us. In most cases 

many new believers always react to this with deep 

remorsefulness and mash-up of emotional feelings that 

manifest through their bursting into tears and weeping 

profusely. This is always followed by a passionate plea 

with our Heavenly Father that He may forgive us our sins. 

This unique experience is summarized in Psalm 51:9-12 as 

follows: “Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine 

iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 

right spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence; 

and take not thy holy spirit from me. Restore unto me the 

joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.”  

 

The consequence of not receiving the grace of being born 

again is very grievous for if a man or woman does not have 

this grace,—“he cannot see the kingdom of God.” This is 

suggesting that those who did not repent of their sins and 

embrace salvation while on earth cannot behold, cannot 

perceive, cannot part-take nor experience the beautiful and 

the glorious kingdom of God in eternity.  

 

And Nicodemus asked Jesus, “How can a man be born 

when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his 

mother's womb and be born?”  Jesus answered, “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 

Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is 
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born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must 

be born again.' The wind blows where it wishes, and you 

hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from 

and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the 

Spirit.” The ignorance and confusion that this great Scribe 

and a Torah scholar exhibited in his sincere question 

warranted further and deeper explanation of Jesus Christ 

about being born again leads us to another powerful 

spiritual concept.  
 

The concept of being born of water and of the Spirit in the 

statement of our Lord Jesus Christ is still emphasizing and 

explaining the importance of being born again as He earlier 

told Nicodemus. In order to understand this concept very 

well, take a look at following passage. “Then will I sprinkle 

clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all your 

filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A new 

heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within 

you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 

and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 

within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye 

shall keep my judgments, and do them.” (Ezekiel 36:25-

27… see also Numbers 19:14-22,20:1-9) This passage is 

suggesting that as water cleanses dirt, so will the Lord 

sprinkles clean water of His word which is “spirit and life” 

upon sinners to cleanse them from their filthiness and 

idolatries. “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh 

profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are 

spirit, and they are life.” (John 6:63) Further, the passage 

obviously reveals that salvation is a gift. That is why it was 

clearly stated that a new heart and a new spirit will be given 

to the repented believers that will cause them to walk in the 

statutes of God and keep His words and practice them. 
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“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 

yourselves: it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8) The 

inward purification and renewal of heart is a gift of the 

Holy Spirit that brings forth spiritual new life to the new 

believer. 

 

To be born of the Spirit in the conversation of Jesus Christ 

with Nicodemus is completely outside the control of man. 

It is inward shaping and molding that divinely transforms 

man. It is entirely the work of Holy Spirit. But the only 

requirement on the part of man is total “yieldedness” in 

cooperation with the Spirit of God in order that He may 

complete what he had started. Yield your mind to Holy 

Spirit to learn the wealth of wisdom in God’s word. Yield 

your mouth unto Him to speak with grace the wondrous 

word of God as Holy Spirit has given you utterance. “Let 

your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that 

you may know how you ought to answer each one.” 

(Colossians 4:6) Yield your eyes to behold the beauty of 

God and your ears to listen to word of wisdom embedded 

in righteousness. Yield yourself unto the Lord in order to 

depart from the pathway of worldliness by separating self 

from the worldly and preserve your body in holiness. The 

scripture admonished us to present our body as a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service. (Romans 12:1) “Therefore come out 

from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not 

touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.”(II 

Corinthians 6:17) Be courageous to put the truth you learn 

from the word of God in to practice. Be quick to condemn 

every personal element of sinfulness as the word of God 

points them out and even quicker in repenting of your 

spiritual errors and totally depart from them all.  
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Perhaps you are wondering why you should yield to the 

perfection of Holy Spirit. Firstly, He never imposes 

Himself on any one and at the same time He never begs 

anyone to receive His anointing. All the powerful men of 

God mentioned in the scripture were people that yielded to 

the directives of Holy Spirit. Man does not possess power 

of his own to resist Satan and his alluring snares. Only the 

people that submit themselves to the Lord can resist Satan. 

“Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee 

from you.”(James 4:7)  

 

Secondly, by the redemption of your soul with the blood of 

Jesus Christ, you no longer own yourself any more. You 

have been spiritually purchased by the special atonement of 

His precious blood. You are now in spiritual partnership 

with Jesus Christ, a true friend indeed with the Son of God. 

As you know faithfulness is important to maintaining 

friendship and partnership with the Lord Jesus Christ. “Can 

two walk together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3)  In 

other words, Can a man and woman be married except they 

become one?  Or can a man and woman be married except 

the man disappear and the woman disappear as they 

become married couple.  So also you no longer own 

yourself, for you belong to Christ and you no longer your 

(former) self for you have become one with Him. 
 

At the beginning and after the creation of Adam and Eve, 

the only comment of God about all creation was, “It was 

good.” Adam was not told that he needed to be born again. 

But unfortunately, man made a sinful choice through the 

deceit of Satan. As a result, sin had made its entrance into 

the life of man. It was no longer with man the way it used 

to be at the beginning. The thief had sneaked in to the 
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Garden of Eden to steal, to kill and to destroy. Man had lost 

something important when he lost his relationship with 

God.  He lost immortality, dominion authority but these are 

results of losing his relationship and fellowship with his 

Creator. In judgment, he had been slated for destruction. 

And like a walking corpse he was only waiting for the 

appointed Day of Judgment. This was the very purpose of 

the Messiah’s visitation—to right all the wrongs that the 

devil had done to humanity through sins. “For this purpose 

the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 

works of the devil.” (1 John 3:8b) The Second Adam in the 

person of Jesus Christ had come to perfect the relationship 

of humanity with divinity where the first Adam had failed. 

The Savior had come and had revealed the Divine 

information that mankind needed before he will once again 

becoming acceptable in the hand of the Living God. He 

sealed the covenant of reconciliation of man with the 

Creator with His sacrificial death on the Cross. His 

precious blood redeemed humanity. His prescription of 

salvation is simple and precise, “You must be born again.” 

And this means—being born of water and being born of the 

Spirit. 

 

We all know that water is generally one of the important 

agents of cleansing. As water cleanses dirt, so also water 

baptism symbolically cleanses sinner spiritually. The 

baptism of every believer is obedience to the ordinance of 

the word of God. It is also indicative to all believers that as 

Jesus Christ died and buried, the same way our mortal body 

is dead and buried in the water of baptism. And as He rose 

triumphantly from the grave, the same way, when a 

believer is lifted up from the water of baptism he is raised 

up in the newness of life in the Lord Jesus Christ.  



Crises of the Cross  

- 18 - 

 

Today many people are skeptical about the importance of 

baptism as part of steps of salvation. Baptism is not a 

question of choice. It is not optional. It is a decision that 

emanates from the belief that one has in the word of God. 

Paul said, “Brethren, I would not that ye should be 

ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, 

and all passed through the sea; and were all baptized unto 

Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” (1 Corinthians 10:1-2) 

The Israelites, the natural branch and the members of the 

Living Church in the wilderness were baptized under the 

cloud of the sea unto Moses. Our Lord Jesus Christ 

commanded the disciples and said, “Go therefore and make 

disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 

28:19) “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 

but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:16) 

The prescription of Peter for the salvation of the three 

thousand souls that came to the Lord on the day of 

Pentecost was, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you 

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins.” (Acts 

2:37-38) The believers in the Christian dispensation should 

be baptized unto Jesus Christ. The instruction was clear and 

was not ambiguous. It is advisable to willingly yield in 

obedience to the commandment of Jesus Christ and be 

baptized in the water. It was so important that Jesus Christ 

himself insisted that John the Baptist should baptize Him in 

River Jordan. Immediately this act was completed, Holy 

Spirit descended on Him and a voice from Heaven 

confirmed the divinity of Jesus Christ saying, “Thou art my 

beloved son, in thee I am well pleased.” By this faithful act 

of obedience, the blood of Jesus Christ that symbolized 

spiritual detergent washes away every element of sin to 

complete the work of redemption.  
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“And there are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, 

the water and the blood; and these three agree as one.” (I 

John 4:8) The three are called witness because the Spirit 

inspired understanding that makes the gospel meaningful 

and reasonable to a sinful man in order for him to take a 

step of faith and repent his sins. The water in baptism 

washes away sins after repentance had taken its full course, 

and the blood of Jesus Christ is the spiritual detergent that 

blots out all our sins and cleanses us from unrighteousness. 

In fact, these spiritual witnesses have watched over and 

enabled our spiritual transition—our deliverance from the 

clutches of power of darkness into the marvelous light of 

the gospel of Christ. The witness bearers usher us into the 

kingdom of God in order to register our names in the book 

of Life as born again children of God. Salvation is so 

simple a process to receive for a repented sinner. It is so 

simple a procedure to establish for a heart that yields to the 

precepts of God’s Word. Consistency is very important for 

every new life in a new relationship. It takes the grace of 

God to stand tall every day in our Christian journey, to 

continue in the unmerited grace that carved a place for a 

repented sinner in the heart of our Merciful Father. This is 

the mystery of salvation! This was Christ’s solution to the 

quest of Nicodemus. 
 

Even in our days and age, the quest to know God is like 

swimming against the strong current. A crisis always 

heralds the fulfillment of this honorable desire. Apart from 

human hostile antagonists that are warring against this 

desire, there is a spiritual attack lurking, waiting to strike at 

you and me for daring to decamp from the clutches of 

Satan into the marvelous of light of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Your resolute determination to persist in the righteous way 
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you have chosen is an implicit acceptance of the 

accompanied crisis that sets your feet on the journey with 

Christ. This crisis shapes the cross you carry in the journey 

and perfects the glory of God in your life in the journey of 

eternity. There are bound to be storms along the way but 

you have to steer your Christian life boat through the 

stormy waters of life. Certainly a storm can capsize a boat 

but the strong in the Lord rides on the roller-coaster of the 

storm to get to his destination.  
 

Cheer up beloved, because growing up in this life itself is a 

crisis. It takes less than five minute to make a baby but it 

takes a life-time of crisis-ridden life battle for the purpose 

of God to manifest in the new baby. The fetus in the womb 

of a mother-to-be is at the mercy of its mother because it 

faces the inglorious crisis of abortion that is popular among 

women today. The ordeal of pregnancy is a crisis on its 

own. The mother faces crisis of discomfort that is 

associated with pregnancy. The ordeal of various visits for 

prenatal and postnatal checkups in the maternity ward is 

cumbersome. The travailing labor pains are crises of their 

own. The labor-push forced the infant out of the cozy 

comfort of his mother’s womb. His first expression is the 

wailing cry. People interpret this differently. Some say that 

the suddenness of the bright light of his new environment 

was the reason for the infant cry. Some say it was the 

separation from its mother. Whatever may be the different 

opinions of people, the truth is that a distinct brand new life 

has come out of the old.  

 

The only thing that matters to the infant at the point of birth 

is anything that goes into his mouth. He learns to mimic the 

smile of his mother, surveying every source of bright light 
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in his environment. Balancing a baby in a sitting position is 

not an easy task. The first time the baby was made to sit, he 

falls backward or sideways. As the baby is grows, desire 

that mingles with ambition and as the infant reaches for the 

nearby object, he is forced to learn how to crawl. From 

crawling to standing and from standing to walking all 

requires effort. Crawling, standing up and walking of an 

infant entails a lot of struggles. Even when the infant falls 

there is that inherent determination to perfect the act 

growing up. Very funny enough, the infant does not know 

the meaning of all these struggles. As the child grows he 

faces more challenges. Petty quarrelling with playmates, 

the ordeal of learning in the school, peer-pressure and other 

individual personal difficulties associates with the 

transition from baby to adulthood. At adulthood the 

struggle continues as various responsibilities set in. The 

baby of yesteryears is now responsible to cover his or her 

nakedness. He now makes his own decision about what he 

wants, no longer allowing mommy and daddy to decide for 

him. He sees the need of developing leadership quality, 

career development, securing a job, living alone as an adult 

and establishing his own family.  

 

The same is the experience of a Christian who newly 

embraced salvation. The new convert faces the ordeal of 

persecution even from his own relatives. At this point, it 

takes the grace of God to stand. The people around him 

would joke, jest, ridicule and trivialize the message of 

salvation until it becomes reduced to almost nothing in the 

heart of the man that received the word. Like a clueless 

little infants, many new converts do not understand the 

scripture passages that he or she reads. Many of them do 

not know how to pray and could not preach the word of 
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God to others. Most of the time the new converts depend on 

what the minister teaches and the sermons he preaches. 

Growing up to be a strong believer is not easy. Apart from 

persecution and perhaps discouragement from close family, 

there are some temptations and entanglements that act as 

bumps in the road that can easily derail someone from the 

path of faith and cause them to fall somewhere out there in 

the world. The sin-sick community with perennial sinful 

cultures had its own form of crisis in the life of the 

Christian. The forces of darkness get more and more 

aggressive in the process of their spiritual attack. Growing 

up in the Lord is very important but the associated crises 

are real and burdensome.  

 

The author’s attempt to touch the issue of crises associated 

with Christian life development is not intended to scare 

people away; rather it is intended to prepare our minds for 

the task ahead so that we can make up our mind to be 

strong. It takes the grace of God for someone to be 

spiritually disciplined and to grow spiritually. That is why 

many started traveling on the pathway of salvation but only 

a handful few actually reached the desired destination. That 

is why Jesus Christ said in Matthew 22:14 that, ‘Many are 

called, but few are chosen.’  I pray we will not derail in our 

Christian life journey, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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          CHAPTER 

Language  

of the Kingdom 
 

 

However, we speak wisdom among those who are 
mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of 
this age, who are coming to nothing. But we speak the 
wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which 
God ordained before the ages for our glory, which none 
of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But as it is 
written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have 
entered into the heart of man The things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him.” But God has 
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. For 
what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of 
the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the 
things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, that we might know the things that have been 
freely given to us by God. These things we also speak, 
not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the 
Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual. But the natural man does not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned. But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he 
himself is rightly judged by no one. (I Corinthians 2:6-15) 
 
For those who live according to the flesh set their 
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live 
according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
(Romans 8:5) 

2

1 
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From the beginning God spoke to mankind in the spiritual 

dialect understandable to man. Whether in the dream or in 

audible form or when He spoke through His prophets, He 

always communicates to man in the language he could 

understand. Whenever God has instruction to give to His 

servant, the Heavenly Father speaks and the message 

comes to him in the language he could understand.  The 

same way He faithfully deals with all His ministers 

regardless of their race, culture or mother tongue. As far as 

God is concerned, He has never had a problem 

communicating with us.   

 

Adam never complained that God had an accent preventing 

him from understanding His commandment. The problem 

of man began when he opened the door of his heart for 

Satan to compete with God. For the first time in the life of 

the first couple, Adam and Eve, there was communication 

break down between them and their Creator. How did this 

happen? It happened when the first couple had reason to 

doubt the express commandment of God and decided to 

follow the deceptive directives of Satan, an intruder and a 

stranger who gate-crashed into their dwelling place in 

Eden. I believe we can recollect the full story relating to the 

fall of man in the Garden of Eden. 

  

Since then, when God speaks to man in any medium He 

chose, the external forces around the man collectively 

called ‘doubt’ militates against his mind in various forms to 

render the word of God less believable and therefore also 

less understandable. These forces include the ruling 

knowledge of his environment such as human intellectual 

reasoning and rationalization. The man then makes the fatal 

error of subjecting the revelation of the truth from God to 
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the understanding of scientific discovery and philosophy 

around him when it should really be the other way around. 

Man always comes up with a phrase, “under normal 

circumstances.” The spiritual revelation from the Heavenly 

King comes in an unusual circumstance and does not and 

never will fit in the category of “normal circumstance” of 

man. These are forces that create crisis of understanding in 

man’s mind. As a result, most of the time, man listens to 

the gibbering cacophony of his own mind instead of the 

guiding quiet still voice of God Almighty. When this 

occurs, doubtfulness manifests to the detriment of the man. 

Of course, the reason this happens is not farfetched. The 

language of God is spiritual and the language of man is 

natural. 

 

It is always at the back of man’s fallen mind that every 

spoken word must be interpreted and therefore constricted 

by the narrow and limited channel of the law of nature. 

Therefore, when the spiritual language is flowing from the 

presence of God, man interprets this language wrongly by 

subjecting it to the law of nature. Because man is limited in 

the wisdom of God, instead of receiving the word with faith 

and believing God for its fulfillment, man relate the word 

to the known physical law of nature and knowledge of his 

environment and once again doubt sets in.  This is why 

things always fall apart among humanity. The 

commandments and spiritual instructions from the throne 

of grace are always subjected to the self-centered 

interpretation of man. In the process of doubt, disobedience 

will set in. This is the spiritual bane of mankind and this is 

why fear and anxieties rule and dominate the mind of man. 

The language of the Spirit is different from the language of 

the nature and the interpretation thereof separates the two.  
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Let us digress a bit to reflect on this funny story. A young 

man and a lady met in Lagos, Nigeria. They became lovers. 

Although both of them are from Nigeria but they have 

different dialects. The man was from Ekiti and the lady 

from Igbirra. One day the young lady traveled with her man 

for a former introduction of their relationship to her 

parents. When she got home she met her senior brother. 

After exchanging greetings, she said to him in Igbirra 

language, ‘Ota mi ree. Ada mi da?’ Meaning—‘This is my 

fiancé. Where is Dad?’ She was asking her senior brother 

the where about of her father so that she may introduce her 

fiancé to him. But her lover who was an Ekiti man did not 

understand Igbirra language. He only understood Yoruba 

language apart from the general ruling English language in 

the country. He misinterpreted the language of his fiancé 

because ‘Ota mi ree. Ada mi da?’  in Yoruba language 

means, “This is my enemy. Where is my cutlass?” Because 

of the unfounded myths of cannibalism and ritual killings 

in the hinter places in the country, the man thought his 

fiancé wanted to kill him. The man took to his heels. The 

lady and her senior brother ran after him until he got to the 

police station that happened to be a short distance away. He 

was breathing fast and heavily. The police man asked him,  

“What is the matter?”  

“My fiancé… My fiancé wanted to kill me,” he replied. 

Still breathing fast. 

“How?” What did she do?” The police man interrogated. 

“She introduced me told this man, that I am her enemy,” 

pointing to the brother of his lover. “At the same time, she 

also asked for her cutlass.” The countenance of the young 

lady was askance.  

The police man now turned to the young lady and asked, 

“Young lady, ‘What did you want to do with cutlass?’” 



Language of the Kingdom 

- 27 - 

 

“Cutlass! I didn’t ask for cutlass. What am I going to do 

with cutlass? The lady replied. 

“But you tell him in your language that I am your enemy 

and you ask for your cutlass,” the lover man interjected.  

The police man now asked. 

“How did she tell the man in her language?” 

She said, ‘Ota mi ree, ada mi da,” the man responded now 

with a little calm. 

The policeman who understood both languages busted into 

a prolonged laughter. Tears were rolling out of his eyes. 

The woman and her brother also laughed as they could not 

immediately explain to him. 

The man demanded angrily, “This is not a laughing 

matter!” “You … you have to tell me what is going on!”  

The policeman could not hold it, he laughed loud again. 

However, he asked the lady to explain her language to her 

lover, still laughing within his instruction. 

The lady now held the hand of her lover and said, 

“Darling, you know that I love you. I can never think of 

killing you at all. I was only introducing you to my brother 

that you are my lover, when I said to him, ‘Ota mi ree.’ 

And I was asking him of the where about of my father so 

that I can introduce you to him as well. That was why I 

asked my brother, ‘Ada mi da.” 

“Oh, I am sorry, darling. I did not know that, that was what 

you meant. I misinterpreted your dialect. I’m so sorry for 

embarrassment I have caused you.” The lover responded. 

They hugged each other and they went out of the police 

station holding hands.  

Yoruba and Igbirra languages are two out of about 250 

dialects in Nigeria. If the indigenes within one nation could 

not understand each other’s language it will not be difficult 

to understand why the natural man bound and enslaved in 
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clutches of sin could not understand and interpret spiritual 

language flowing from the heavenly realms. Let us 

consider from the above story that the only thing separating 

the two lovers at the crucial instant was not only language 

but also doubt.  For the man began to doubt the intentions 

of his fiancée and therefore, even if she had been speaking 

his own very language he still would have been separate 

from her.  However, if he had had faith in her, he might 

never have understood a word she said, but would have 

waited for her and would have eventually been rewarded 

for his trust by the embrace of her father.  Jesus Christ 

comes to the earth for His Bride of whom you are a part.  

He asks you to wait, wishing to introduce you to His 

Father.  He demanded righteousness from you and 

requested you to give up certain negative habits but it looks 

like a great task to you. Emphatically He assured you that 

this is life, that on this cross you will find life.   

 

Language is a set of spoken words aimed at communicating 

a message or instruction with the ultimate aim of triggering 

off an action. But the story above clearly demonstrates that 

there is an important component to all languages.  That 

component is faith or the lack of faith which is called 

doubt. When the spoken word is met by faith, that is true 

communication and positive actions always follow.  When 

the spoken word is flavored with doubt, deception sets in 

and negative action follows. Our lack of understanding the 

word of God is not a matter of God being cryptic.  God 

does not speak foreign language.  The Creator of Heaven 

and earth speaks all language.  He gave man the languages 

we speak. 
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The problem of communication is captured in the exchange 

of conversation between Christ and a father whose son was 

possessed by a demon.  Jesus said to him “All things are 

possible to him who believes.”  To which the man cried out 

“I believe; help my unbelief.” (Mark 9:23-25) Or as Jesus 

said to Jairus, another ruler of the synagogue whose 

daughter was dead, “Do not fear, only believe.” (Mark 

5:36)  So the hearing and understanding the word of God is 

captured in a simple question: Do you have faith?   

 

The Natures and Ways of Doubt 

 

The first thing you notice about the language of the 

kingdom is that it does not always make sense to the 

worldly. That is the common attribute of the language of 

the kingdom. When God speaks the truth to humanity, the 

language of the kingdom does not always make sense to the 

world. The commandments of God do not make sense to 

the natural man because there are many alluring worldly 

options militating against the truth trying to give it a 

different interpretation. Among them are the many 

distracting theories, and findings that man’s mind uses to 

attempt to negate the truth; many scientific breakthroughs 

and inventions that, like floods, the devil uses in order 

attempt to try and drown the small still voice of the Spirit. 

The theory of Big Bang is one of the many theories of 

mankind that tend to belittle the glory of God. This theory 

stated ‘that the universe originated approximately 20 billion years 

ago from the violent explosion of a very small agglomeration of 

matter of extremely high density and temperature.’1 While the 

 

1The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English 

Language, Third Edition copyright © 1992 by 
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purpose of this book is not to dispute this theory, some 

clarification is needed. The theory did not explain how the 

density and the temperature came into existence. Could it 

have come from nothing? That would go against the law of 

conservation of mass and energy which states that matter 

and energy can neither be created nor destroyed. So if the 

matter of high density and temperature was always there, 

then we’re back to square one and are again asking, 

“Where did it come from?”  For these unexplained issues, I 

humbly submit my own inexplicable theory, “Wherever 

there is big bang or mini bang, God is behind every bang 

that made remarkable difference in the universe.” “… for 

the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are 

weighed. (I Samuel 2:3) A brief consideration of Chapters 

38-41 of the book of Job reveals the unparalleled ability 

and awesomeness of Almighty God.  

 

The scripture clearly explains the difficulty of the natural 

man understanding the word of God in (Isaiah 55:8-9) that 

says, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 

ways My ways," says the Lord. "For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 

ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” The sacred 

word of God emanated from the abundance of His 

thoughtfulness. Out of the wealth of His divine 

thoughtfulness the Lord God speaks through the mouth of 

His servants. If you were around during the ministry of 

Prophet Isaiah and he declared in your presence that an 

unnamed virgin without any relationship with a man will 

give birth to a child. “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 

bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 

 
Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version 

licensed from INSO Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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7:14) And he began to tell you the name of the child, “And 

His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 

Won’t you say he was a crazy prophet? Certainly you will, 

because according to the natural law, his statement does not 

make sense. A virgin lady cannot be with a child without 

sexual relationship with man. But this was the divine 

declaration from the presence of God. The prophetic word 

of God from the mouth of Prophet Isaiah made sense after 

about 700 years later when the Author of our Salvation, 

came into this world in Bethlehem through the Virgin 

Mary, the earthly mother of Jesus Christ. 

 

“It does not make sense,” is the language of the worldly 

and it is the language of doubt. Notice the negativity of the 

phrase.  Doubt never offers anything positive.  Doubt is like 

a politician who says “No, no, no way”, but never actually 

offers any way forward.  Doubt offer no solution to 

situations, instead it left his victims with baggage of 

emptiness and despair. All the doubtful people can ever say 

is, it does not make sense and so nothing ever makes sense 

to them.  Because sense must be made in the natural for 

their limited and narrow minds before they believe. Every 

act of understanding, even of understanding natural things, 

is an act of faith.  If the only understanding that one has 

about the word of God is that word of God does not make 

sense then the only possibility left for the person is spiritual 

ignorance.  If the word of God is light to you then it is in 

light that you will dwell.  The book of Hebrew 11:6 

confirms this fact. “But without faith it is impossible to 

please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He 

is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek 

Him.”   
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Salvation came by the grace of God but was sealed and 

delivered unto man through faith.  (Ephesians 2:8)  The 

more I read this passage, the more inspiration and 

assurance I received about the faithfulness of God. But on 

the contrary, the faithlessness of the faithless infuriates 

God. The doubtful people trust in their wisdom, they limit 

their focus in the physical they could see. They say, “What 

you see is what you get.” Unfortunately and true as they are 

saying, they only got what they saw. They saw 

impossibility with the eyes of their minds, they got 

impossibility in their endeavors.  They saw frustration as a 

result of their doubt they got frustration in their lives. The 

reason was because they trusted in their limited abilities as 

against the unseen and unlimited ability of God. They 

disregarded the consistent history of God’s miracles when 

considering their own situations. They conclude faithlessly, 

“That was in the past,” as if God had vacated His Throne in 

Heaven. They failed to trust in God that declared the end 

from the beginning and ascertains that His Word shall stand 

and will do all His pleasure. “Declaring the end from the 

beginning, And from ancient times things that are not yet 

done, saying, 'My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My 

pleasure.”(Isaiah 46:10) They could not see the reason to 

trust in Lord God Almighty, the maker of heaven and earth. 

This is why the faithless could not please God.  And those 

who lack God pleasing faith will never have true joy. 

 

As we mentioned earlier, when man subjects the revelation 

of the truth from God to the understanding of scientific 

discovery and philosophy around him, doubt will grow.  

And since doubt offers nothing positive, those who doubt 

will seek anything that looks like light and find the devils 

that masquerade as angels of light.  From doubt heresies 
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will spring up. And a need will arise to create new bibles 

and alter the words of God.  Or the person will develop 

itching ears and begin seek pastors or scientists to tell him 

what he wants to hear.  For in doubt, he will not hear and 

cannot understand God speaking but doubt finely tunes his 

ears to a devilish language which he perfectly understands.  

Yet should he begin to subject natural revelation to spiritual 

revelation, in faith, then he will begin to walk on water 

instead of drowning in despair. 

 

The natural man cannot comprehend that we are not 

sustained by the volume of our labor.  He cannot 

comprehend that the unseen hands of God Almighty are 

behind every provision that is sustaining approximately 

seven billion human inhabitants of the earth. His provisions 

for the herbivorous and carnivorous animals are completely 

different and separately met. He did not forget to sustain 

the birds that fly in the sky and the fishes that swim in the 

oceans.  The insects and the micro-organisms are not left 

out in His abundant provision. If the word of God made 

sense to the world, the earth would be better off today.  If 

everyone is operating under the fear of God, according to 

the revelation of the word of God there would have been no 

sin on earth.  Very often, it is not that a person does not 

want to believe but it is his or her environment, may not 

even be conducive for the truth. Some around him may 

degrade the truth just revealed to a mere joke and laugh it 

out into oblivion. Others don’t have time for faith.  They 

have to live in the “real word” where “real people” go to 

work every day for “real things” for after all, 12 loaves of 

bread and 5 fish cannot feed a family of 7.  Right?  The 

prophesy of Elisha that says, “Thus says the Lord: 

'Tomorrow about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold 
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for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, at the 

gate of Samaria.' (II Kings 7:1) did not make sense to the 

officer of the king, a natural man that had witnessed the 

devastating famine in Israel. “He answered the man of God 

and said, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, could 

this thing be?” The man of God said, “In fact, you shall see 

it with your eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” But it made 

sense the following day when the city witnessed an 

unprecedented abundance of provision of food stuff. The 

death of the faithless officer of the king who was crushed in 

the stampede of the crowd rushing for the abundance food 

became part of the fulfillment of God’s word.  

 

Do not be surprise that miracles do happen for faithless 

people.  However, there is a class difference between a 

faithless man and faithful man with regard to miracles.  As 

the Bible says, “He made known his ways unto Moses, his 

acts unto the children of Israel.”(Psalms 103)  Only the 

man of faith like Moses sees the sense in the miracles of 

God both before and after the miracle.  Before the miracle, 

the unfaithful like the Israel would ridicule the word of God 

and complain bitterly. After the miracle, the unfaithful will 

relish in what faithful God had made available. And soon 

after some time, he forgets God, not learning anything of 

Him or His ways. Naturally it did not make sense for water 

to flow out of a rock at the commandment of God in the 

desert. But it made sense to some Israelites, the chosen 

generation and the apple of the eyes of God that drank from 

the Rock of Ages in the wilderness and lived on the 

consistent provision of manna from God’s storehouse for 

forty years. Manna did not stop falling for the Israelites 

until God led them to the Promise Land, the land flowing 

with milk and honey. Notwithstanding the grumbling ones 
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among the Israelites were only concerned about their 

craving and their parched throats. So easily they forgot the 

awesomeness of God when they were about to enter the 

Promised Land. The eminent men among them who were 

sent to spy the land said, “And there we saw the giants, the 

sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our 

own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.” 

(Numbers 13:33)  They had seen many miracles, relished 

the manna and the sweet water but they had forgotten the 

Awesome God and did not learn His Ways. Their doubts 

denied them of beholding the glory of God in their mission. 

It was for this reason that they had to spend 40 years on a 

journey that should have taken a few days.  In their doubt, 

they tried to save their lives naturally and so they lost their 

lives in the desert of faithlessness. And because of their 

grasshopper mentality they could not partake in the 

inheritance of Promised Land. And so doubt strikes again 

but this time through fear.  This why Jesus said, “Do not 

fear. Only believe.”  Like the lover in the story, they will 

doubt that the Lord loves them and instead fear that He 

means to slay them.  Oh Lord, we believe.  Help our 

unbelief. 

 

The Nature and Way of Faith 
 

Spaceship technology is one of the scientific feats that 

enhance understanding of how faith works among 

humanity. (I believe we all know that wisdom and 

knowledge of the technology is a gift of God unto 

humanity.) With the space ship, man can be transported 

from earth to the moon and eventually to the planets 

beyond. From the known earth to the planets unknown, the 

beauty of creation and awesomeness of God is made 
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manifest to us through this technology. Faith is not another 

new technology and does not look in any way like a 

spaceship.  In fact, one could say faith is the “spiritual 

technology” that God gave to man and is prerequisite to all 

technology that comes after. The spaceship provides an 

illustration of how faith works and what faith does. It 

shows us how faith takes us from the physical realm to the 

unimaginable realm of the spirit, causing the spiritually 

sensitive man to see through eyes of God in order to 

understand the language of His kingdom. Even if you have 

never traveled on a spaceship before, at least you have 

taken airplane from one place to another. Every time you 

pay for your airline ticket, you are implicitly accepting by 

faith that the plane will take you safely from your origin to 

your destination. The same way, faith is the expression of 

confidence in the Living God’s integrity.  It is within this 

faith (confidence in His integrity) that Christians are called 

to trust absolutely that the spoken words of God which 

emanates from His Throne will come to pass. Faith is like a 

spiritual ship that transports the wholesome mind of a 

Christian from the realm of physical limitations to trust in 

the spoken word of God that the Lord Jesus Christ 

described as ‘spirit’ and ‘life,’. Once upon a time, men 

looked up at the sky at night and saw only stars.  These 

stars were wonderful to behold but seemingly completely 

unattainable.  At least this was the case until someone built 

an airplane.  Then men began to dream and eventually they 

built spaceship.  So also the Word of God often appears 

wide, wonderful, unattainable and unbelievable.  Just as the 

sky is a map of space, the word of God is a map of the 

entire spiritual landscape, for as He said “... the words that 

I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. (John 

6:63) This then is what faith does for us.  Faith at times 
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begins like an airplane or perhaps for some of us it has 

become like a spaceship.  No matter who we are or how we 

have grown, it is only in the vehicle of faith that the 

Christian can tap into the unlimited realm of the spirit 

expressed in God’s Word.  That is why the scripture says, 

“Faith is the substance of things hoped for and evidence of 

things not seen.” (Hebrew 11:1) This verse can be 

paraphrased as [In this physical realm, faith is the substance 

of things seen in the spiritual realm by believing the 

revelation of the word of God concerning it. Faith is the 

only evidence of the faithfulness of God to bring to pass, 

accord to His word, those things that are yet to be seen in 

the physical realm.] 

 

As we travel in faith, a few things start to become clear to 

us in God’s Word.  Even before we begin to have any 

understanding about what God is saying, we understand the 

nature of His Word.  First of all, God’s word is like money 

in a bank account. A bank certified check is not a currency 

note. It is otherwise an ordinary piece of paper with a 

number and a couple of signatures written on it.  However, 

because it receives the backing of a financial institution, the 

amount written on it will be paid in full and on demand. 

And we are told that it is as good as cash. Wherever we 

tender it in any financial institution, it is accepted as cash. 

In other words, the value of an ordinary piece of paper 

becomes precious because of what is written on it and the 

relationship the written information had with the person 

who signed on the certified check gives it the precious 

value.  Wonderful! So also, the word of God is written on a 

piece of paper and on it are specific commandments and 

valuable principles which were revealed unto man through 

God’s inspiration and the word have received the divine 
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backing of the Living God.  And now the question that we 

have to first answer, will God honor His Word?  The first 

discovery then in the vehicle of faith is answering YES to 

this question. Even before knowing what God says, it is 

important to believe that He has authenticated His word 

and fully backed it.  

 

Like the lover in the story, we believe in God first and the 

understanding can come later.  Should anyone have a 

problem in believing God to honor His word according to 

the revelation? Absolutely NOT! God does not fulfill His 

words because of a certain nice man who looks good, holy 

and righteous. He fulfills His words because of His own 

integrity. “Thus God, determining to show more 

abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His 

counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable 

things, in which it is impossible for God to lie …” (Hebrew 

6:17-18) He performs His oath because He has sworn it on 

the integrity of His Name; strictly because He uttered the 

oath. His integrity and willingness to back His Word is not 

dependent on our own righteous action.  This is not to say 

that within His Word, He has not laid out criteria of 

righteousness, holiness, obedience and consistency on the 

part of man in order to partake in the existing blessing of 

faith. 
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Power of God's Authority with Faith 
 

The next thing that becomes clear in faith is the nature of 

God’s Authority.  Authority is at times hard to understand 

but the answer to the following questions will provide some 

understanding. Does God have the right to cause His words 

to be revealed in writing unto man?  Does the Creator of 

the universe have the right to speak mysteries as He spoke 

in the volume of His wisdom?  He does not need to back 

His spoken words because the spoken word of God is self-

anointed and does not return to Him void without 

accomplishing the divine purpose of God. “For as the rain 

cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not 

thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 

and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to 

the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 

mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall 

accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 

thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:10-11)  Our God is a 

Majestic Sovereign God. He is Awesome and Great.  The 

Almighty God does not need to claim authority to speak 

about His own heart and intentions.  He is the author of the 

beginning and the end. He is the Self Existing God. He had 

been existing before the very beginning.  He is the Alfa and 

Omega. He declares the history of our lives before our 

conceptions. He sojourned and suspended the sun and 

moon in the firmament. The thunder and leviathan report to 

Him as His bidding. "Remember the former things of old: 

for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is 

none like me, declaring the end from the beginning, and 

from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, 

My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure: 

Calling a ravenous bird from the east, the man that 
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executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, I have 

spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have purposed it, I 

will also do it." (Isaiah 46:9-11) He gave His Son, Jesus 

Christ, a name above every name, “that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 

earth, and things under the earth." (Philippians 2:10) He is 

the Author and Finisher, Alpha and Omega, Beginning and 

End.  Let us see how great the Authority of God is as 

revealed through faith in His Word. 
 

We often heard it said that death is the final arbiter.  This is 

to say men or women may “write” their lives in any way 

they wish but death always “writes” the ending.  Therefore, 

it could never make sense to a natural man when God asked 

Ezekiel a simple but difficult question, “Son of man, Can 

these bones live?” The question was a simple one. “No” is 

the obvious answer. But let us not stop there.  These bones 

were not “fresh.”  They had been lying in the valley for a 

long time, bleached by the sun and thoroughly dried within 

dust and sand.  Judging by the more than utter helplessness 

of the dry bones in the valley, for the natural man, God’s 

question gets simpler for a “No” answer, while the right 

response from the point of view of the Creator remains 

undisputable “Yes.”  And yet, Ezekiel, a man of God who 

was spiritually inspired, knew that in the physical realm, 

whatever is dead decomposes and cannot live again. But in 

the spiritual realm of which he was only privileged to see a 

glimpse and of which he did not know much about, Ezekiel 

carefully chose his words and answered God, “O Lord 

God, thou knowest.” He totally resigned the perplexing 

question to the hands of Almighty God. Ezekiel was limited 

to the natural situation of the bones as he was beholding 

what death had written about the dry bones in the valley.  
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But there is no limitation whatsoever with God Almighty. 

Ezekiel’s journey with God in the spirit through the vehicle 

of faith has taught him that whatever seems to be dead to a 

man that is operating in the physical realm is not dead to 

God Almighty who is Author of both the spiritual and 

physical realm. Only God sees reality. In the mystery of the 

dry bones episode, God proved that just as the words in a 

story do what the author wants, everything He created hears 

and responds to Him whether they are dead or alive. And 

whatever their situations had become, He is the Lord God 

Almighty and He is Author and Ruler over their situations. 
 

This event is one of the great revelations in the Bible.  

Essentially God says, “all is not lost if you can have direct 

access to the Throne of Grace.” It revealed how God 

manifests His great works through His spoken words. As if 

this revelation was not enough, our Lord did something 

very strange next.  In this mystery of dry bones in the 

valley, God never spoke to the bones.  He spoke to Ezekiel 

His servant.  He told Ezekiel to prophesy to the bones.  

God, the Creator, joyfully relinquished His Authority of 

creation Ezekiel, a mere man.  God has Authority over all 

things but He seeks for a faithful man to whom He can give 

Authority.  This passage in the Bible reveals the creative 

power of God and the extent of privilege that God can give 

unto a faithful man to become partners with the Creator in 

order to change a deplorable situation around him to bring 

forth glory to God.   
 

Who is a faithful man other than a person who travels in 

and lives in vehicle faith?  Note also that a faithful man 

does not allow his limited thought or desires to override the 

instructions of God. Ezekiel spoke exactly according to 
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what God wanted him to say.  Ezekiel understood that 

though he had been given authority, his authority was 

derived from and obtained from the Author of life—God 

Almighty.  For only the Author can give authority to 

another person concerning His story.  

 

But His words are so strange and they don’t make sense!  

Yet God directed him to prophesy to the bones and say, “O 

ye dry bones hear the word of the Lord.” Was Ezekiel 

making sense by this utterance? Can the dry and dead 

bones hear the word of God?  Or as Nicodemus asked, 

“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter the 

second time into his mother's womb, and be born?” The 

utterance of God in the realm of the spirit is always beyond 

the comprehension of the physical understanding. What is 

dead to human beings is alive to God.  “See now that I, 

even I, am he, and there is no god with me: I kill, and I 

make alive; I wound and I heal: neither is there any that 

can deliver out of my hand.” (Deuteronomy 32:39)  The 

divine authority of Almighty God that flowing to us 

through the medium of the divine words is only accessible 

and usable in medium of God pleasing faith.  You do not 

have authority because you understand His Words.  You 

have authority because you have heard God give it to you 

in His Word. "Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 

word of God." (Romans 10:17)  
 

The passage next teaches us that faith cannot grow without 

trust and obedience in the divine word of God.  The Gospel 

of John 6:63 says, “The words that I speak to you are 

spirit, and they are life.” It is the level of efficacy and 

saturation in the knowledge of the revealed word of God 

that creates divine hope in the mind of believer. If any 
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believer should find that he or she lack hope in God, let 

him or her dwell in God’s Word more.  The more time you 

spend in the word of God, the easier it becomes to trust in 

God's word.  It is the trust that we have in God that moves 

us to obey Him. Although the hope created by the word of 

God is invisible but the scripture described it as 

substance—the basis of the trust that the Creator of Heaven 

and Earth will not and cannot lie. "That by two immutable 

things, in which it was impossible for God to lie . . ." 

(Hebrews 6:18) This why the believers hold to the unseen 

divine hope and present it to the world as evidence; as if we 

have already received them. That is why ‘faith,’ 

[hupostasis--greek] is defined as “the substance of things 

hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)   
 

And so yes, the world thinks it does not make sense when 

we present faith as the evidence of what is naturally 

unseen.  By faith Ezekiel prophesied to the bones. The 

scattered and broken bones harkened to the prophecy of the 

man of God. The bones began to locate each other and 

came together. I can imagine the small bones, carried away 

by erosion in the valley now quickly finding their way back 

to join the rest according to the spoken word of the Prophet 

of God. Divine quickening manifested upon the tendons 

and the muscles as they covered the dry bones but there 

was no breath in them. The faithful word of the servant of 

God brought life upon the dry bones.  
 

This is a challenge to all whose spiritual ears have lost 

sense of hearing as a result of their faithlessness. They live 

in their myopic limitation in the physical realm instead of 

living in the infinite abundance of the spiritual realm where 

all things are made possible in the presence of God. 

Therefore, faithless person disobeys God while he is 
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wondering and asking, “How could dead and dry bones 

hear the word of God?” In both the spiritual and physical 

realm everything obeys the law of the Spirit.  We therefore 

have to be in the spirit through faith before we can 

effectively do the work of the Spirit. (Ezekiel 11:24) It is 

the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the 

words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 

life. (John 6:63) It is only when man is in the Spirit through 

faith that he can effectively demonstrates the power of 

faith. (John 11:25-26) It is also a pointer to the believers 

that whenever we are opened to God’s revelation, He 

intends to do something important and good among 

humanity with it.  
 

Implicit in the conclusion of the passage discussed above is 

the discovery in faith of another attribute of God’s nature: 

His Power.  Bringing dried bones fully to life is no mean 

feat.  Truth be told, a marathon listing of God’s miracles 

could not even begin to start to describe the Awesomeness 

and vast expanse of His Power.  Here are a few for you to 

consider 
 

It did not make sense to a natural man that there can be dry 

highway in the Red Sea for the children of God. The 

Israelites were at the verge of the Red Sea and the pursing 

Egyptian hostile warriors at their back and God said to 

Moses, “Tell Israel to move forward.” Note again God gave 

authority to a man.  The Israelites must have certainly 

wondered at Moses’ insanity at first. But it made sense to 

the victorious Israelites when the word of God exhibited 

His awesome power. The Lord opened the Red Sea and the 

Israelites walked on a dry land into safety in the midst of 

the Red Sea with the wall of sea water as tall as mountain 

on their left and right sides.  Although dividing the Red Sea 
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is an awesome task but think about parting the sea so that 

Israel did not walk on muddy ground or even wet ground 

but dry ground. He replicated the same at the Jordan River 

on their way to Jericho. 
 

The battle plan that God handed down unto Joshua against 

the city of Jericho did not make sense to a natural man. 

God told the Israelites to walk round the city once each day 

for seven days and on the seventh day they should walk 

round the city seven times. At the end of the seventh circle 

they should shout. Yet, as they were obedient at the 

crossing the Red Sea, Israel under Joshua was obedient in 

faith.  Therefore, they beheld a victory that only makes 

sense to the faithful when the miracle of God manifested 

and the fortified wall of Jericho fell flat like the deck of 

cards.  “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 

world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak 

things of the world to confound the things which are 

mighty;” 1 Corinthians 1:27  But those who, though 

appearing foolish, walked around it in faith were able to see 

the Almighty God exercising His Power. 
 

Joshua had no time to spend days in prayer and fasting 

because he was at the battle field fighting the enemies. He 

could not kneel down in prayer to ask for victory in the 

name of God but he needed a victory. The arm of flesh 

could not accomplish his needs. The people of God were 

winning in the battle line but the night was fast 

approaching. He knew that when the night falls, the 

darkness will force the battle to stop. And the enemy would 

then retreat and regroup again for another day of fierce 

battle. But victory was desperately needed at that moment. 

Joshua needed a divine intervention. In faith, he knew he 

had a relationship with the Heavenly Father. In faith, he 
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had seen many divine sights and amassed catalogue 

experiences of the faithfulness of God even in desperate 

situations.  He trusted in the Lord and he exercised that 

God pleasing faith and said, “Sun, stand still over Gibeon; 

and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon." So the sun stood still, 

and the moon stopped, till the people had revenge upon 

their enemies. (Joshua 10:12-13) And it was so.  
 

In analyzing this miracle according to our scientific 

understanding, moon rotates on its axis round about the 

earth, and planet earth rotate on its axis round about the 

sun. But at the faith driven words of Joshua, both the moon 

and planet earth stopped rotating in their cosmic axis 

thereby causing the earth to experience its longest day in 

the history of mankind. This victorious day was far more 

than the normal 24 hours and the scripture confirmed there 

has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord 

heeded the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel.  

The list goes on and on but I think parting the seas, 

crushing a wall and stopping the earth and the moon from 

rotating are more powerful than anything any man could 

do.  But these acts do not make the vastness of God’s 

Power any more describable.  Yet one thing is clear in all 

three examples.  Those who do not have faith in God 

cannot behold the power of God.  They will often just say it 

is coincidence or use their minds to rationalize a miracle 

into a coincidence.  But in faith, we are persistent in trust 

and obedience because we have seen the Awesome Power 

of God before it ever becomes manifest in the visible 

realm. 
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Knowledge of God’s word Anchored in Faith 

 

So far our discussion has concerned the attributes of God 

discovered in faith.  Without knowledge of these attributes, 

it is impossible to even begin to know what God is saying.  

As we have spoken of earlier in the story about the lovers 

and in the explanation that followed, communication 

contains two parts: the words that are spoken and the 

presence of faith or lack thereof (doubt).  By believing that 

God has the Attributes discussed above, we are having faith 

in God.  For the rest of this book, we shall delve ever 

deeper into the content of God’s Word to us.  Let us begin 

in the following section by discussing blessings that God 

speaks about all throughout His Word.  In faith we have 

seen that the offer of divine blessing is made available to 

mankind through the revelation of the word of God. The 

knowledge of the blessing of God is fantastic but it does 

not execute the blessing of God unto man until we believe 

in it and are spurred into positive action as a result of our 

belief. The blind man Bartimeaus could not see, but he 

heard that Jesus Christ healed and had done so many 

miracles. When he learned that Jesus Christ was passing 

by, he began to shout, Jesus Son of David, have mercy 

upon me. This is the way he can express his faith that Jesus 

Christ could heal him.  Jesus stood still and asked him,  

 
“What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee? And he 
said, Lord, that I may receive my sight. And Jesus 
said unto him, ‘Receive thy sight: thy faith hath 
saved thee.’” (Luke 18:41-42)  

 

A centurion came to plead with Jesus Christ for the healing 

of his sick servant. Jesus agreed to come. But the centurion 

continued and said, 
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Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my 
roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be 
healed. For I also am a man under authority, having 
soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 'Go,' and he 
goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to 
my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus 
heard it, He marveled, and said to those who 
followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found 
such great faith, not even in Israel! Then Jesus said to 
the centurion, "Go your way; and as you have 
believed, so let it be done for you." And his servant 
was healed that same hour. (Matthew 8:8-10, 13) 

 
In the two scenarios the blind man and the centurion were 

privy to the divine ability of our Lord Jesus Christ by faith, 

to miraculously heal any kind of sickness. It was not the 

inability to see of the blind man that brought about his 

faithfulness. Nor was it the sight of the centurion that gave 

him faith. If this were so, the faith of the Centurion would 

have been common and Bartimaeus would have been one 

of thousands of blind men healed because they heard.  

These men were blessed only because they believed in 

Jesus Christ that He is able. They did not stop there, 

continuing in faith; they both took radical steps of faith to 

approach the Lord whom they believed would execute 

healing in their lives. In Romans 10:17 the scripture says, 

“faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 

(Romans 10:17) In addition James 2:17-18 tells us, “even 

so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, a 

man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me 

thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by 

my works.” (James 2:17-18) The latter step is the element 

of works in faith that countless of believers are not 

exercising today and are therefore being robbed of their 

blessings.  
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In order that faith may “work” for believers, a believer 

must work in faith usually in accordance with three the 

following elements:— 

 

1. Knowledge of the similar event in the scripture 

and the outstanding faithfulness of God therein.  

2. Persuasive belief that God is able to intervene in 

your situation as He had done many times in the 

past. (See the Attributes of God) 

3. Promptness of the belief that spurs you into 

faithful actions that results in fervent prayers, 

sincere confessions, total surrendering of self, 

living in faith and other faithful decisions that 

accompanies your belief in your Christian life 

journey. “So then faith comes by hearing, and 

hearing by the word of God.” (Romans 10:17) 

 

This is why some bible students described faith as a 

spiritual currency. Money is the means of exchange in the 

present economic of the world of flesh. Trade by barter 

failed in the early history of man, but monetary exchange 

remained solid even in the 21st century. Every legitimate 

transaction in the economics of the flesh involves money. 

The scripture tells us that money answereth all things. 

(Ecclesiastes 10:19) In the same vein, every blessing of 

God, every divine intervention of God in the affairs of 

believers manifests in the spiritual medium of exchange of 

faith.  How is it an exchange? Well in the first place, you 

need faith to be in this physical realm to see God with the 

eyes of your spirit.  Secondly, God has faith in His Word.  

In Isaiah 55:11 God says, “So shall my word be that goeth 

forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but 

it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper 
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in the thing whereto I sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11)  This is how 

the exchange happens.  One of the common sayings among 

believers is, “God is faithful.” This attribute comes from 

the revelation of the word of God and assurance of 

performance of the word according spoken words. The 

faith of believers is built upon the revelation of God and the 

performance of the word.   

 

Consider the spoken word of God in the prophecy of Isaiah 

that says, “When you pass through the waters, I will be 

with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow 

you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be 

burned, nor shall the flame scorch you,” (Isaiah 43:2) And 

compare this passage with the faithfulness of the three 

Hebrew children, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego who 

faced the fiery furnace in the strength of their faith in the 

word of God. They told king Nebuchadnezzar that, “our 

God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 

fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O 

king” and made it clear to his face that they will not bow 

down to worship the idol god that the king had set up. 

(Daniel 3:17-18) Was it a wonder why God was so pleased 

with their faith and overrode all the physical protocols to 

manifest His presence in the fiery furnace in order to rescue 

His faithful children? Even in that furnace, God was there 

with them and He glorified Himself in the sight of the king. 

Nebuchadnezzar beheld the glory of God and said, “Did we 

not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?”… “I 

see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and 

they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son 

of God.” I am so thankful to God that rain or heavy snow 

did not quench the fiery-furnace. Nebuchadnezzar would 

not have been so stunned. The presence of the Living God 
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manifested in the fire according to His word in Isaiah 43:2 

to rescue the faithful people. 

 

Daniel trusted in the Lord that his request to know the 

dream of Nebuchadnezzar as well as its interpretation will 

be granted. He called upon the name of God for divine 

intervention, God revealed the dream of the king and its 

interpretation to Daniel. Have you imagined what it is for a 

man to be a roommate with lions in their den?  Daniel was 

a victim of the conspiracy of the wicked.  They engineered 

a decree that was intended to put Daniel into trouble 

because he worshipped the Living God and they knew that 

he would not worship any other image according to the 

ordinance of man. With their instrument of conspiracy they 

roped him in and eventually made him a co-tenant of lions 

through the wicked decree they persuaded the king to issue. 

Daniel’s faith in the Lord was steadfast. The scripture did 

not report that Daniel prayed that the mouths of the lions 

should be shut. Obviously a God pleasing faith is implied 

in this scenario. Although Daniel knew the consequences of 

his actions, he continued to faithfully worship God.  The 

faithfulness of Daniel was the reason why all the lions in 

the den decided to fast that night and their mouths were 

completely shut because of the presence of Daniel in their 

den. 

 

There are overwhelming waters of life out there as well as 

devastating furnaces of enemies. The wicked are still in 

existence and ever conspire to make the righteous people 

the prey for the lions. You need a God pleasing faith to 

pass through all these perilous moments into the safe hands 

of the Living God.  We cannot afford to abide in doubt so 

that we will not die as wanderers in the desert. 
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God is still listening to the prayer of the faithful. The 

question is: “Are people faithfully praying today?” A 

faithless Christian is in a serious spiritual crisis. If the 

Prince of Persia could withhold the answer to the prayer of 

Daniel, a faithful servant of God and a renowned prayer 

warrior of Old Testament for twenty-one days, it means 

Christians are in for a serious spiritual battle.  

 

Prayer is one of the numerous acts of faith. Faith in the 

word of God drives the believers to fellowship with God in 

prayer. The distance between you and your breakthrough is 

equal to the distance between your knees and the ground. 

For every one that asks receives; and he that seeks finds; 

and to him that knocks it shall be opened. (Matthew 7:8) If 

you can dig deep in the well of your life in terms of faithful 

prayer, you will surely reach the abundant waters of 

blessing. God is a faithful Father.  His Word will prosper.  

Therefore, it is impossible to sow seeds of prayer in the 

Spirit through faith and reap corruption.   

 

A faithless and prayerless Christian is in the jeopardy of 

demonic destruction. When Satan wants to deal with a 

believer, he takes away the desire to pray from him. He 

saturates and occupies the believer with worldly problems, 

catalogues of distractions and procrastinations that take him 

away from God. The farther a faithless man is from the 

presence of God the longer he stays in the valley of his 

sorrow and suffering. Seeking to know more about God 

goes hand in hand with prayer. If a Christian does not read 

the word of God and meditates therein, he lacks the 

spiritual basis necessary for exercising faith. And obviously 

he is not living his Christian life to the expected full 

capacity.  
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The way out of these spiritual crises is to be well versed in 

spiritual communication with our Father in Heaven. 

Remember that communication involves hearing Him, 

speaking to Him in our prayers and having faith in His 

word.  Engage in a closer relationship with God by reading 

His word and meditate in His infinite wisdom. The Lord is 

closer to us than we imagine and He is interested in 

fellowship with us. It was revealed in His word that ‘good 

success and prosperity’ are attached to the understanding of 

His word. “This Book of the Law shall not depart from 

your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that 

you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. 

For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you 

will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) If you are reading 

His word everyday and meditating on it, spiritual bases of 

faith will be revealed unto you whenever you pray. You 

will now find yourself living in faith and authoritatively 

speaking the spiritual language that emanates from the 

word of God that you believe in. When the word of God is 

applied in faith by a believer that is in right standing with 

God, there is no way he will not overcome the spiritual 

crises of his life. 

 

A believer living in faith is an overcomer. Certainly 

worldly wisdom cannot withstand the wiles of enemies in 

this world but a faithful man can.  The good health 

insurance that your money can purchase does not give you 

good health but faith in the Lord that healeth His people 

can. Money may answer all things but cannot buy you joy 

and happiness. It may buy you a comfortable bed but 

cannot buy you a peaceful sleep. The fervent and faithful 

prayer of believers can turn the table against the problems 

of your life and put new songs of testimony on your lips. 
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The reason is that this prayer is made in faith having 

discovered in faith the integrity, authority and power of 

God. The faithful rests in the knowledge of His sure 

blessings towards man and being willing to please Him 

through a faith that manifests as obedience to His word 

regardless of prevalent circumstances.  The trial of your 

faith will surely come but if you are bankrupt in faith in the 

day of your trial what will be your spiritual defense at the 

trying moment? You need strength in faith to hold on to 

your profession in the day of trial. If you are living in faith, 

then you can easily and joyfully find the words to sing and 

praise God even amidst your afflictions and persecutions. 
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      CHAPTER 
Victorious 

Lord over Crises 
 

In the ministry of Jesus Christ there were twelve chosen 

apostles. They woke up with him in the morning and slept 

around him in the evening. They listened to His words of 

wisdom. They witnessed the power of heaven manifesting 

miracles on earth. The sick were made whole in their 

presence. They beheld our Lord Jesus Christ feeding the 

hungry in His ministry. They were with Him from the 

beginning of the ministry. They witnessed their Master’s 

persecution in the hands of the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees. They were taken through so many issues and 

many storms of life in order that they might experience the 

power of the Savior.  

 

In Christ’s ministry, there was no specific classroom 

because everywhere could be made a classroom. Christ was 

the reason why the apostles gathered. And as such, Christ 

was their virtual classroom. Christ in the anointed power of 

Holy Spirit was their Teacher (Rabbi). There was no 

chalkboard. No jotting pad. No hand-outs. No tape 

recorder. Perhaps you are wondering how they could learn 

so much without these supplies. They did not need 

supplies, they only needed Christ. In Him they lived. In 

Him their needs were met. They beheld the power of 

Heaven with their eyes and had hands-on experience of the 

Heavenly God. Their divine encounters with God were 

3

1 
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permanently imprinted on their minds.  This should be a 

lesson to us as well.  Everywhere we go and every 

circumstance can become a classroom if Christ is present 

with us.  Experience does not properly teach and 

sometimes, experience only reminds us to make the same 

mistakes repeatedly.  But through Christ, every day 

provides an opportunity for learning and transformation. 

 

So what kind of students were the disciples?  Were they 

“A” students or “F” students?  Were they geniuses or did 

they need to study?  Did they learn quickly or did Jesus 

have to repeat Himself over and over and over again?  One 

thing is for sure, the answers to these questions do not 

matter.  All that matters is this: Christ prayerfully chose the 

disciples, and they followed Him. They were not chosen on 

quota basis. Not necessarily in allusion to the ancestral 

twelve tribal heads of Israel. Neither were they chosen for 

their intellectual ability, although intelligence did not 

preclude one from being a disciple as Luke was a 

physician. Never was there such a strange group of 

followers. Among the twelve He chose are those He called 

beloved. Yet, there was also a betrayer among them. There 

was even a denier and a doubter. They were a bunch of 

overambitious people. Was there any mistake in the 

selection of Christ? Absolutely not! That was the mystery 

of His perfection. He was their Creator. He knew them 

inside out. He knew them before they were born. He knew 

their beginning and their end. And yet He gathered these 

imperfect men to surround Him. These are the people He 

worked with, dwelt with and ate with. In His hands, He 

held them choosing to do holy works through the full 

weight of human weakness and the burden of human 

frailty. They represented the sinful world that needed 
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redemption. They were the reflection of the miserable life 

that man had been living since the fall of Adam in Eden. 

They were the evidence of bankrupt life of humanity. Yet 

even this weakness was their most important attribute. This 

attribute was of a great interest to God. It is the desire of 

the Heavenly Father to transform these weak individuals 

into dynamic and powerful instruments. The Almighty God 

specializes in using those individuals assumed to be weak. 

When they become tools in His hand, the wise are 

confounded.  These disciples, the weak tools, are the people 

Jesus Christ daily lifted up to the Father early in the 

morning that they might be transformed for God’s glory. 

For three years, he shaped and molded them into partners 

worthy to partake in the demonstration of God’s love to the 

entire humanity. So it does not matter how intelligent one 

is.  Only one thing matters: that we have been chosen by 

Him and that we follow Him. 

 

Some of us may think, “I would never fail as some of the 

disciples did.”  The disciples were on-campus students in 

the tuition free but power-packed School of Christ. They 

were nurtured in the love of God. They were adequately 

instructed, even with free personal tutorials from Jesus 

Christ in order to enlighten them with detailed 

understanding of His messages. Every sermon was part of 

the curriculum of the disciples. Every miracle was an 

experiment and all the daily events of those three years 

were their practicals in the spiritual laboratories.  And so 

we ask how they could even have one failure. Yet even as 

they passed through the Lord, they did not allow a measure 

of the power of the Lord to pass through them. Most of 

them were still worldly and all failed woefully in the test of 

the School of Christ. Among the results of their three years 
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relationship with Christ were betrayal, denial, doubting, 

undue ambition and abandonment. Nothing much changed 

in their spiritual lives until their Pentecostal experience 

when the Holy Spirit made the difference in their lives. 

 

Was this new? Absolutely not! This is typical of humanity. 

Moses went to spiritual school also. He was a full time, on-

campus student of God on Mount Sinai. His convocation 

took place amidst the cloud and thunders and earthquake 

upon the Mount Sinai. The Lord appeared in His awesome 

glory upon the mount. He was in the presence of God for 

forty days on Mount Sinai where he obtained the Ten 

Commandments. He graduated from the college of Holy 

Spirit. He obtained a degree that was not comparable with 

any other degree in the whole world. But unfortunately he 

could not immediately apply this newly attained wisdom of 

God after the unprecedented touch of Holy Spirit. Moses 

became angry because Israel, the people of God had dipped 

their hands into the abomination of idolatry. His anger was 

directed at the idolatrous lives that the people had engaged 

in within the short time of Moses’ absence from the camp 

which was a blatant act of ingratitude towards God. This, of 

course, was a spontaneous reaction of a righteous leader 

especially after he had experienced God’s unending love 

demonstrated towards them in their miraculous deliverance 

from the Egyptians and the His faithfulness in their 

wilderness journey, Moses saw their ingratitude of the 

idolatrous people as a slap on the face of God. The 

spontaneous anger was the expression of his frustration 

towards the ungrateful people. 

  

In the fury of his anger, he destroys the two tablets of stone 

that contained the Ten Commandments. The meekest man 
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ever mentioned in the scripture was overwhelmed with 

anger because of the sins of his people. A great man of God 

like Moses was not expected to exhibit so much anger in 

his attempt to set his house in order because of his wealth 

of understanding and awareness of God’s word that says, 

“Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger resteth in 

the bosom of fools.” (Ecclesiastes 7:9) Although Moses 

was trying to reflect the way God detested idolatry.  The 

Lord did not incite him to be so angry to the extent of 

breaking the two tablets—the purpose of his forty days and 

forty night journey with God on Mount Sinai. Moses could 

not implement the law immediately among the Israelites 

because the people were not spiritually ready and the 

instrument of the law had been destroyed. He had to start 

all over again. “Now I had stayed on the mountain forty 

days and nights, as I did the first time . . .” (Deuteronomy 

10:10)  

 

There is something important to note about the shortcoming 

of man in this matter. It took God one day to create man 

with all the complex structures of human body—the bones 

and numerous delicate organs and all the network of 

neurons and spinal cords in the man’s brain as well as all 

the network of blood capillaries and intricate and complex 

function of all these organs. But it took God eighty days 

and nights to teach Moses, the most mature, intelligent, 

level-headed and righteous man of God of that time, eighty 

days and nights to teach him how to govern self and others 

in righteousness. Apart from the fact that man is dull in 

learning, it is inherent in man, due to the selfish nature of 

flesh or as a result of other overwhelming militating 

factors, to operate his own agenda and wittingly or 

unwittingly disregard the law of God. 
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Therefore, through these imperfect disciples, God reveals 

our own natures.  Within each of us is a Judas Iscariot an 

apostle conspiring with the enemy to betray His Master for 

love of money (or whatever we consider more valuable 

than Christ). He equated the value of our Savior Jesus 

Christ, the Son of God, and his Master—who always dip 

bread in the dish and placed it in his hand—to thirty pieces 

of silver. He horrendously sealed the deal of his wicked 

betrayal with an unholy kiss in order to point Him out to 

His enemies.  In each of us is an Apostle Peter who 

promises to stand tall and strongly oppose any threat 

against the ministry of Christ but in the twinkling of an eye, 

falls apart and folds like a house of cards. He denied the 

Master three times before the cock crowed. He wept 

bitterly at the manifestation of the word of the Master. 

Above all if we are to be honest, we have often found 

ourselves to be like Apostle Thomas who though he had 

seen catalogues of miracles, could not believe in the 

miracle of the Lord’s resurrection. None of the apostles 

could be exonerated. They all abandoned their post and 

returned to their old profession of fishing after the death of 

Jesus Christ.  How then are we better than any of them 

when so very often, we have walked like them as if wearing 

their very shoes? 

 

Yet Jesus Christ, though He knew what was coming, 

continued to teach them. The prevailing Lord over crises 

was aware of the loneliness of the grave. He had factored in 

the intensive pain and the unbearable agony of death. Being 

the Creator and knowing the wickedness of the heart of 

man, He had the idea of the excruciating pain and shame of 

the death on the Cross. He had figured out its ridicules. He 

knew that the sheep will be scattered the moment the 
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Shepherd was attacked. He did not expect fair judgment in 

the hands of wicked judges whom He had ordained to judge 

Him. He did not expect mercy from any man because the 

heart of man is desperately wicked. Jesus Christ had power 

but He had relinquished it in subjection to the will of His 

Father. He could command the Legions of Angels to 

destroy His enemies but that would negate what His Father 

said about Him through Prophet Isaiah, “A bruised reed He 

will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench ...” 

(Isaiah 42:3) Far be it from the Merciful Savior to destroy 

the sinners that He came to redeem. However, He knew 

how to settle spiritual issues in God’s Court of Appeals. He 

headed to the Appellate Court of Holy Spirit in the 

Gethsemane to renegotiate the deal of our salvation in 

prayer. Jesus did not appear in front of a panel of earthly 

judges. Only one Righteous Judge was sitting on the 

Heavenly Throne. There was no prosecutor and no defense 

counsel.  Christ was not represented by any senior 

advocates. The Son of God was a capable Advocate of 

Himself before His Father. The only three privilege 

spectators He invited were Peter and two sons of 

Zebedes—His disciples. The spectators had eyes but they 

did not see the scenario in the spiritual realm. They had 

ears, yet they could not hear the audible voices of the 

heavenly. They went with Him to the Garden of 

Gethsemane and fully engaged themselves … in a snoring 

competition. 

 

A Night in the Garden of Gethsemane 
 

Gethsemane is the only garden in this world in which there 

is sanity.  The rest of the world is overrun by the trees and 

flowers that bloomed from the seed of the fruit consumed 
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by Adam and Eve. The world has become a Garden of 

Good and Evil.  Therefore, though the entire world is full 

of sorrow, Gethsemane is the only place of decision making 

within the Garden of Good and Evil.  It is the Garden 

where you choose the will of God regardless of what you 

think is good or evil. 

 

Why then did Jesus bring them here?  What could they 

learn through Jesus in this place?  Perhaps most of us do 

not know the place called Gethsemane. It is the first stop on 

your way to a crisis.  At Gethsemane, the major struggle 

has not yet begun but you have begun to see it coming.  

You have begun to feel its weight settling on your weak 

shoulders.  At Gethsemane, the battle can be lost or won 

even before it has begun.  After all why do opposing 

soldiers beat their drums before war or bombard the enemy 

with air raids before ground military engagement?  Is it not 

to demoralize and destroy the will of the opposing soldiers?  

So also it is with Gethsemane.  You will surely pass 

through Gethsemane on your way to the Cross. This is the 

Cross which Jesus says you must bear and follow Him if 

we are His disciples. “And whosoever doth not bear his 

cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 

14:27) What then should we do as we pass through the 

Gethsemane? Let us look to our Lord Jesus Christ.  For He 

did not let the circumstances shape Him and strip Him of 

His courage but He began to shape His circumstances and 

indeed grow in strength by relating directly to the Father in 

prayer.   

 

To Jesus Christ Gethsemane is a place of separation and in 

this separation we can bare the truth and not be crushed. He 

told the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over 
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there.” He separated Himself to commune with the Father 

in the agony of His heart. Alone in the Garden, He pleaded 

with the Father. Matthew 26:36-45 Gethsemane is a place 

of sorrow and distress. He told the disciples, “My soul is 

exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.” (Matthew 26:38) 

Imagine the feeling of anguish that seizes the heart of a 

person when he discovers that death is knocking at the 

door.  So many times at Gethsemane, we lie to ourselves 

and deny the anguish of our souls.  But Jesus shows us here 

that in the presence of the Father, it is okay to speak to our 

Father in Heaven about whatever aileth us. 

  

Gethsemane is not a place of personal choice. It is a place 

where the purposeful will of God alone prevails. It is a 

place to accept the standard of salvation for humanity. Full 

of the intense emotional feelings that triggered the oozing 

of sweat and blood from his already tense body, he asked 

the Father that the cup may be removed from Him. “He fell 

on His face and prayed saying, ‘O My Father, if it is 

possible, let this cup pass from Me." When the foreseeable 

intense pain of the Cross, the atonement sacrifice for the 

salvation of mankind and the triumphant glory of 

resurrection mingled together in the mind of Christ, He 

allowed the will of God to prevail. He gave way to a 

sincere obedience and humility to prevail over His 

passionate prayerful request, when He added, 

“Nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”’ (Matthew 

26:39) From Gethsemane, we too can see the Cross at a 

distance.  Nevertheless, we must do as our Master in 

choosing to do the will of the Father over the cowardice of 

our flesh. 
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Gethsemane therefore is a place of warning and watching. 

It is also a place of understanding the strength of the spirit 

and the weakness of the flesh. “Watch and pray, lest you 

enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 

flesh is weak.” (Matthew 26:41) The warning and watching 

instruction of Jesus Christ to the disciples was not for their 

immediate need.  He desired that they invest into their 

future Christian life which was fraught with perils and 

persecutions. Peter thought he was strong enough in 

Gethsemane and so he slept.  When the time came, to honor 

His Lord, he instead denied Him three times.  We do not 

pray because we are disobedient and because we do not 

understand the nature of the danger that will come even 

before reaching the Cross.  We do not need to know the 

danger but only need to know that it can be overcome by 

being spiritually strong through prayer and by refusing to 

walk in the weakness of our flesh.  Indeed, before a 

believer can be vigilant in watching and fervent in prayer, 

he must deny himself to put his flesh under control. Flesh 

has to be put under control in order that spirit can break 

through. 

 

Gethsemane is a place of answered prayers. "O My Father, 

if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not 

as I will, but as You will." Again, a second time, He went 

away and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if this cup cannot 

pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done." So 

He left them, went away again, and prayed the third time, 

saying the same words. (Matthew 26:39,42,44) The Son of 

God sought the face of His Heavenly Father three times in 

the night on one specific issue. Obviously it was certain 

that God did not dishonor His entreaties. Heaven spoke in 

response, but the answer was a painful “No.” The standard 
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of salvation had been established. There is no amendment 

in the law of God. Without the shedding of blood of the 

righteous Son of God, there is no remission of the sins of 

humanity. “In fact, according to the law of Moses, nearly 

everything was purified with blood. For without the 

shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness.” (Hebrews 9:22 

NLT)  You will discover through prayer in Gethsemane that 

God does not fight like man.  To the worldly, His victories 

look like defeat.  His living looks perishing.  He goes to 

war against the sins of mankind by laying down His life.  

To His Children, what looks like torture is a time to rejoice 

and there is nothing more beautiful than being broken and 

crushed.  Therefore, when you pray in Gethsemane, you 

will choose your Father’s will over your own desire.  

Though you may not understand the way, you will continue 

to abide with Him.  The cross you will soon bear, the crisis 

you will soon pass through is His Way and He walks on 

His Way.  Your choice is not about physical fight.  Indeed 

Peter was scolded for cutting off the ear of the High 

Priest’s servant.  Your choice is whether to walk in your 

Father’s will on His way or to walk away from Him. 

 

To Jesus Christ Gethsemane is a place of disappointment.  

“He came to the disciples and found them asleep, and said 

to Peter, What? Could you not watch with Me one hour?” 

… And He came and found them asleep again, for their 

eyes were heavy. (Matthew 26:40,43) This disappointment 

might not necessarily be intentional. It might be that the 

disciples were sincerely tired. But certainly the disciples 

did not know what Jesus Christ knew about their salvation. 

The cost of humanity’s salvation is very high and the 

expectation of our appreciation is equally high. However, 

the closest friends who should have known better did not 
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watch with Him at that very crucial moment of His life. So 

also friends may forsake you or be unable to understand 

your agony.  But Jesus shows us later that Gethsemane is 

not about the friends you bring into the garden but instead 

it is about the friends you take with you and continue to 

maintain friendship with as you walk out of the garden. 

 

Gethsemane is a place of moving on to the next level. 

“Rise, let us be going.” (Matthew 26:46) Close associates 

and friends of Jesus Christ have disappointed Him. Our 

Lord Jesus Christ accepted the challenges ahead of Him. 

Heaven had spoken that standard of salvation cannot be 

changed. The face of the Father has been sought and 

prayers have been rendered and verdict of heaven had been 

accepted. It is now time to move on.  Although, they had 

disappointed Him thoroughly, He did not leave His 

disciples behind but instead He woke them up saying, 

“Rise” and enfolded them saying, “let us be going.”  These 

are the words you must speak to those friends who appear 

to have fallen asleep and do not seem to understand that 

you need them.  By the endowment of the grace of God in 

your life, tell them to rise and with all His love embrace 

them and say, “Let us be going.” 

 

The inner caucus disciples failed to watch for him at the 

crucial moment. His close friends were snoring when Jesus 

Christ was facing the crisis of the Cross alone in the 

Garden. Did Jesus Christ expect much from these sleepy 

and tired people? Absolutely not! Not at this time when the 

inherent nature of flesh needed a rest. Yet He demonstrated 

understanding of their nature. He still dealt with them in 

love. After the ordeal of Jesus Christ in the Garden, 

serenity returned to His countenance. This was not 
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indicative that the crisis was over. It was a grim assurance 

that Heaven had spoken. Humbly, He accepted all 

according to the will of the Father.  He summoned up 

courage and was fully ready to face what was coming. 

 

Your friends and close associates probably the leadership 

committee members in the church may disappoint you. 

Catalogue of challenges from one stage to the other are 

ahead of you. You realize that there are certain things you 

cannot change and you have accepted it within the premise 

of the word of God. You have sought the face of God in 

prayer. You believe that God answered your prayer. At the 

cross road of your life, when you know that you cannot 

help a situation, yield to the blessed will of God. Commit 

the matter into the hand of Lord and let Him handle the 

situation. You must get ready to move on in your Christian 

life by living in the strength of God’s word to the next 

level.  If you find yourself responding in anger to those 

who have disappointed you then search deeply and you 

may find that you have not done as Jesus did.  Either you 

have not gone through the ordeal in prayer before the Lord 

or you may find that you have not accepted all according to 

the will of the Father.  It is true that your mind may ask 

you, how can one move on when it is not clear that all 

previous problems have been solved?  But the Holy Spirit 

will respond by encouraging you to obedience by rising and 

going in the strength of His word.  In this obedience, you 

will discover that His love is more than enough to cover a 

multitude of sins; both those you have committed and those 

that have been committed against you. 

 

The lesson of Gethsemane is that we can settle an issue 

with God in honest prayer. Win the war with God at your 
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side in prayer before you go out to face the world.  Talk to 

Him about the Cross before you bear it.  Worldly men and 

women fight wars in order to win them.  Children of God 

fight wars only after they have won them in prayer.  There 

is no doubt that God is high above and our hands may not 

reach Him, but our hearts can touch Him. He is closer to us 

beyond our imaginations if only we know how to approach 

Him. In the spiritual realm there is no distance. The 

moment you bow down before Him and begin to knock at 

the Throne of Grace in the name of Jesus Christ, He comes 

down to your level and inclines His ears to your petitions in 

your low estate. Your own Gethsemane may not 

necessarily be in the Valley of Kidron like Jesus Christ’s. 

Yours may not be on your bed where you wake up in the 

night with sorrowful thoughts that bring tears to your eyes 

and wets your pillow with those tears. Certainly your 

Gethsemane may not be where you narrated your problems 

to your friend or anyone you think that can be of help you. 

Your Gethsemane is not with herbalists or palm-readers or 

astrologers. Your Gethsemane is the shortest distance 

between you and God in the realm of the Spirit; a place 

where you are on one-on-one with God and where you see 

the Heavenly Father with the eyes of your Spirit. Indeed 

you will discover that this Gethsemane is the shortest 

distance between you and God … because in the 

Gethsemane God makes the distance disappears.  If you 

have been coming to His court frequently with 

thanksgiving in your heart, but today you cried unto Him in 

the anguish tears of your heart He will be interested to 

know what aileth thee. Gethsemane is a place where you 

speak to God, not in a formal prayer but in an informal 

personal speech baring your heart to Him humbly as if He 

sits next to you. In this Gethsemane you are the altar and 
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the only sacrifice acceptable unto God on this altar is your 

heartfelt prayer and your tears. Remember to come to the 

altar of God with clean hands and a pure heart. In this 

Gethsemane you are free to cry in His presence if your 

tears come along with fervent prayer because he 

understands the language of your tears and He is able and 

willing to comfort you.  

 

Hagar, the handmaid of Sarah had been to this type of 

“Gethsemane.” On the two occasions in the life of Hagar, 

God showed up through an angel to comfort her and advice 

her about the right steps to take. She recognized this divine 

help from above and she gave a name to the Lord, “You are 

the God who sees me.” Again when she was sent packing 

with her son Ishmael and they were greatly thirsty under 

the intense sun of the desert, God heard the cry of Ishmael. 

God again spoke through an angel from heaven, “What is 

the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid. God has heard the 

boy crying as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take him by 

the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.” 

Immediately God opened her eyes (meaning that the eyes 

of her understanding were enlightened). She was led to the 

place of their comfort where she found a well and their 

thirst was quenched. It is important to note that there is no 

limitation in God’s mercy. Boundlessly, He provided for all 

the needs of Hagar. God is the God of the free as well as 

the God of the slave. When the righteous call upon the 

name of the Lord, whether free or bond slave, salvation will 

come. “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) You are in the 

presence of the Father you can never bore. Whatever may 

be your situation, He will not make jest of you. He won’t 

laugh at your sorrow. Your cup of anguish will be removed 



Crises of the Cross  

- 70 - 

 

according to the Father’s prerogative of mercy. Certainly 

Heaven will speak. Be bold to accept the verdict of the 

Father in Heaven. And whatever may be the case, get ready 

to move on.  

 

Avoiding Road That Tempts to Despair 

 

The death of our Lord Jesus Christ was now imminent and 

unchangeable according to the decree of Heaven. Its cold 

hand was very close by and the thought of it was 

threatening. The prayer of the Son of God could not 

remove the cup of anguish because it is part of the bedrock 

of our salvation. Close friends failed to live up to the 

expectations. The crowd He had once upon a time fed 

would turn around and shout, “Crucify him!” But Jesus 

Christ was prepared. The triumphant Lord over crises was 

no longer perturbed after the verdict of Heaven. 

Courageously, with unparalleled serenity, He managed the 

crises of awareness of His imminent death. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ and the disciples left the Garden of 

Gethsemane. His heart was heavy but He had already 

completed the spiritual syllabus of the disciples.  Our Lord 

Jesus Christ had taught the disciples the importance of 

prayer—the key to their victory! He would still pray for 

their unity and consistency. The next one week is crucial in 

His ministry. Many issues relating to the salvation of man 

would be unfolding. Many rounding ups were yet to be 

made. The disciples have to be prepared for the after effect 

of the Cross. They had heard the hints about the joy and 

mystery of His resurrection. The disciples had been taught 

the principle of fruitfulness. They had been prepared for the 

visitation of Holy Spirit. Before the verdict of the 
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unchangeable decree of Heaven about His crucifixion in the 

garden, He had prepared the disciples in His various 

teaching towards the inevitable separation of the Shepherd 

from the flock.  

 

All these preparation followed each other in the book of 

John Chapters 14 to 17. Christ did not leave any stone 

unturned.  He fully equipped the disciples and none of the 

important precepts was omitted.  After the garden, comes 

the road that tempts us to despair.  We have not yet reached 

the cross but shame and torture abound.  Peter and Judas 

fell spiritually in the course of the journey.  The well-

coordinated disciples under the leadership of the Master 

Jesus were scattered and they all deserted the Master.  Peter 

and other ten apostles were restored but Judas did not 

recover from the fall.  It is a very dangerous road indeed 

where many are called but only few are chosen. If the 

ravaging storm of despair could shake and scatter the 

disciples trained by the Master Himself, how then shall we 

escape from the despair which crushes our soul?  How shall 

we conquer every instance of sorrow that obscures the joy 

set before us?  Let us remember that our Lord has equipped 

us beforehand and let us put to use the tools He gave us. 

 

After the last supper, the disciples were downcast and the 

Master was not happy either. We know why the Master was 

down but let us ruminate about the disciples. There are two 

ways we can consider the state of the disciples’ minds at 

this very moment. One can consider them as thoughtful 

individuals that have genuine sympathy with the Lord. 

Perhaps Peter and other disciples discussed among 

themselves, “We have never seen the Master in such a 

mood before.” Perhaps they were asking themselves, 
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“What has happened?” Who knows whether the disciples 

were contemplating how they could help the situation. 

Perhaps one of the disciples said, “Can we get someone to 

speak on His behalf to the authorities so that He will not be 

arrested?” May be one of the disciples interjected and say, 

“He did not have many friends among the big shots in the 

city, He was only friendly with the people of low estate.” 

“Can we raise a small army to protect Him?” Perhaps 

someone suggested. “But we did not have weapons to fight 

and we don’t not know how to use weapons,” replied 

another. “Even if we have weapon and could use them, 

Will He allow us to fight?” May be the sum total of their 

helplessness brought about their despair.  

 

We all know that selfishness is the nature of mankind. 

Thinking like self-centered disciples, perhaps they were 

saying, “Jesus Christ had predicted His betrayal. He had 

predicted his death as well as Peter’s denial. He does not 

joke with His words. All these people around us are wicked 

to the core. If He is betrayed and arrested, as He said, these 

people who had been antagonizing Him all these times will 

do whatever they can to kill Him. And if He is killed, our 

hope, our expectations and the means of our existence will 

be killed. Our expected important positions when Jesus 

becomes king will be killed as well.” Perhaps this had been 

their motivation for following Jesus Christ. Who knows 

whether some of them were downcast because of all these?  

 

The scripture did not state the reason why the disciples 

were sad. But one thing was certain, Jesus Christ knew 

their thoughts. The Lord that needed comfort was the one 

consoling the disciples. Jesus Christ the burden bearer and 

burden lifter, who knew the ordeal of the Cross that was 
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coming upon Him shortly, who was supposed to be 

comforted, was the one comforting the disciples. Jesus 

Christ began to console and comforted His disciples. He 

opened his conversation with them and began to say, “Let 

not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also 

in Me. In my Father’s house are many mansions, if it were 

not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 

you. The Old Testament version of this statement was the 

words of King Jehoshaphat in (II Chronicles 20:20) 

“Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be 

established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.” 

The expanded format of Christ’s word of comfort that says, 

‘Let not your heart be troubled,’ seemed to imply, “My 

dear children, you could not have been with me for the past 

three years and think that I can just discarded you like that 

without given due consideration to your lives. I called you 

from your various activities, for my blessing and my honor. 

You have stood by me through thick and thin. Your 

rewards are certain and sure. They are not negotiable. You 

will not only be blessed on earth, your position in my 

father’s house is secured and guaranteed. You have 

identified with me on earth, you will also be glorified with 

me in heaven.” But all these promises hinged on trust in the 

Lord God and His Son Jesus Christ. 

 

Perhaps you have been at this crossroad in your Christian 

life journey. You cannot fathom the outcome of your labor 

of love in the vine yard of God. Instead of reward of 

excellence in the ministry you are seeing the handwriting of 

failure. The love of God among the brethren in the ministry 

is waxing cold. The dedication for the course of 

righteousness is declining and people have begun to part 

ways. The trusted brethren left. Misunderstanding and in-
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fighting among the brethren about trivial issues seem to be 

rocking the boat of the ministry’s existence. You check 

yourself on God’s spiritual scale of righteousness and you 

are sure that you are living your Christian life according to 

God’s will. If you are sure that you are a true servant of 

Almighty God and that you are called according to His 

purposes like these disciples, I want you to encourage 

yourself in the wisdom of the Word today. Do not let your 

heart be troubled. Believe in the Lord and believe in His 

Son, Jesus Christ.   

 

As he continued with the word of comfort, Thomas one of 

the disciples cut in and said. “Lord we do not know where 

you are going, how can we know the way?” Have you ever 

asked this question?  Have you ever thought to yourself that 

you don’t even know where you’re going much less how 

you’re going to get there?  This can be a source of despair. 

You can look all around you and see trees and birds and the 

dust beneath your feet but be in despair because you don’t 

know where you are or where you are going.  Jesus answers 

this question in love, “I am the way, the truth and life. No 

one comes to the Father except through me.”(John 14:6) 

Jesus Christ is the salvation bridge, high above and across 

the unfathomable gulf of hell. This salvation bridge was 

anchored on the Cross of Calvary on earth and held fast on 

the other side to the Throne of Grace in the presence of the 

Father in Heaven. His body provides a strong powerful and 

eternal tension for the stability of the bridge. His precious 

blood provided a flexibility and divine access for the 

sinners to cross into safety. All the disciples need to do is 

maintain consistency on the highway to heaven and stay on 

the right lane.  No ‘U’ turns. Any ‘U’ turn on the salvation 

highway is spiritually dangerous. In other words, Jesus was 
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telling Thomas, do not turn away from the revealed truth; 

you will surely see the Father face to face at last.  

Essentially, Thomas asked about the end in order to get to 

the way.  Often we think that if we can know the end, we 

can figure out the way.  Somehow we think this will make 

us less anxious.  However, Jesus tells us to focus on Him 

because He is the Way and He will always lead us to the 

Father.  Indeed, no one gets to the Father but by Him. 

 

Philip interjected, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is 

sufficient for us.” The specter of despair rises again.  

Though Christ declares Himself to be the Way to the 

Father, we want to be sure that He is.  The Way is not 

sufficient for us.  We want to see the End first so that we 

can know that we are on the right way.  Sometimes on the 

way to the Cross, the Father is hard to see.  Sometimes God 

seems distant and His Arm seems short.  But in response, 

Jesus Christ revealed His inseparable relationship with the 

Father. In other words, He revealed that the Way is 

inseparable from the Father who is the End.  He asked 

Philip, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not 

known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 

Father.” (John 14:9) Can you not read between the lines, 

Philip? If you have seen me, you have seen the Father. He 

went further, “I am in the Father and the Father is in me! 

The words that you heard from me are not just my own. 

Rather, it is the Father’s. This was the same word that came 

to Moses amidst thunderstorm and heavy cloud upon 

Mount Sinai. The forefathers of Israelites could not stand 

the word. The same word comes to you now in love and the 

only way to receive Him is by faith. Faith is the spiritual 

plug that provides the Christian with leverage to tap into 

the abundance of heaven. He assured the disciples, “If you 
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have faith in me, you will do what I have been doing. You 

will even do greater things.”  

 

Conquering Despair Through Obedience 
 

"If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray 
the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may 
abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; 
but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you. I 
will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. "A little while 
longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. 
Because I live, you will live also. At that day you will know that 
I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. He who has 
My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves 
Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I 
will love him and manifest Myself to him." Judas (not 
Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it that You will manifest 
Yourself to us, and not to the world?" Jesus answered and said 
to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My 
Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our 
home with him. He who does not love Me does not keep My 
words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the 
Father's who sent Me. "These things I have spoken to you 
while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 
things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to 
you. Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. (John 14:15-27) 

 

The comforting session with Jesus Christ continued. Our 

Lord Jesus did not only give us means of avoiding despair.  

He also gave us weapons to fight against every form of 

despair.  The disciples were perhaps imagining a life 

without Jesus Christ. Perhaps they were thinking of the 

ways He turned hopeless situations around them to a 

victorious end. They could not easily forget the euphoric 

shouts of joy that accompanied every miracle Christ 
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performed. They remembered the deep sighs of relief and 

immeasurable joy that always filled the hearts of those who 

benefited from His miracles when their problems were 

finally solved. How exciting it was for them for being part 

of the great events that were happening in their community. 

Above all, in their midst, was the Father figured position 

that Jesus Christ occupied in the lives of the disciples.  Full 

of unparalleled wisdom and wealth of understanding yet 

ever willing to teach. And yet, His Highness did not 

diminish His thoughtfulness towards the needy for He 

always ensured that they did not return to their homes 

empty handed. In His presence, they were confident and 

that always made remarkable difference. They did not 

know how to deal with these nostalgic feelings that arose at 

the thought of living without Jesus leading them in His 

loving kindness. They had tasted His fellowship in those 

three years. It was without equal and could not be 

compared with any other fellowship with mankind.  
 

The disciples were downcast and perhaps they were short 

of words to express their feelings. This time around, it was 

as if Jesus was addressing the needs in the heart of the 

disciples directly. If you love Me, keep My commandments. 

Living by His commandment is the greatest weapon against 

despair.  Do not let this imminent separation between the 

Shepherd and the flocks make you to look morose. I know, 

undoubtedly that you love me. If you truly do, demonstrate 

it by keeping my commandments. Sorrow and despair have 

no root when there is fellowship with Jesus Christ. Jesus 

Christ commanded His disciples to obey His 

commandments in order that they may enjoy an everlasting 

fellowship. The same demand was placed upon the 

Israelites of old in the Old Testament. Therefore you shall 

love the Lord your God, and keep His charge, His statutes, 
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His judgments, and His commandments always. 

(Deuteronomy 11:1) It was not a burdensome demand. In 

fact, intrinsic in His demand is the promise of fellowship 

and how can a burden remain heavy when He is by our side 

to bear it.  This was the only singular part expected of the 

Israelites in order to enjoy everlasting presence and 

blessing of God. The patriarch fathers lived according to 

God’s tenets of His commandments and they received the 

Lord’s favor. Throughout their journey with the Lord, they 

did not walk alone. They operated in the fellowship with 

the Heavenly Father because He ordered every step they 

took. God stood by them. He fought their battles and 

blessed them because He had an undivided interest in their 

lives.  
 

In the discourse of Jesus Christ with the disciples, this 

phrase appears in different forms in five places in the 

passage with different blessing attached to the obedience of 

this demand. This is indicative of the importance of the 

precept. The fellowship of Holy Spirit with believers is 

hinged on the demonstration of our love to Jesus Christ. 

The love of God is evidenced by our obedience to His 

words and doing his righteous biddings. The love of God is 

powerful enough to launch believer in to the everlasting 

sweet fellowship of the Heavenly God. When a believer is 

in spiritual fellowship with the Savior, loneliness is 

permanently removed from his life. That was why Jesus 

Christ assured the disciples that He will not leave them as 

orphans. Any believer who is not in fellowship with God is 

a spiritual orphan. Jesus Christ is the first Comforter of the 

believers, because of His gracious presence with them. That 

is why He assured the disciples that He would pray to God 

to give them another Comforter (John 14:16).  
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The sincere love towards God is the criteria of our 

fellowship with Him. Our consistent fellowship with Him 

will lead us to observe His commandments. The continuous 

observance of His commandment is a clear indication that 

we are with Him in the righteousness mission He began. As 

a result of His faithfulness, He established us in His love 

with the provision of another Comforter that will abide 

with us forever. Because of this sweet fellowship we have 

with Him, He will give us the privilege of His divine 

revelation. The world of sin may not be able to see Jesus 

Christ but we will see Him with the eyes of our spirit. And 

because He lives we shall also live like Him. The Father, 

the Son and Holy Spirit are inseparable Trinity. The Holy 

Trinity is eternally in fellowship with one another. If we 

love Jesus Christ wholeheartedly by keeping His 

commandment, we therefore invite the fellowship of the 

Trinity into our hearts. The three God Heads will make our 

hearts their abode and will dwell with us. 

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Amen” (II Corinthians 13:14) Paul closed one of his 

epistles with this statement. It is not a prayer; rather, it is a 

declaration to remind the Christians about the amazing 

plans of God for us. The grace of Christ is abundant for 

anyone that wants to tap into it. The love of God is certain 

if we are ready to receive it. The Heavenly fellowship is 

available for anyone that has room in his heart to 

accommodate the God Heads. Holy Spirit is ready to dwell 

with you if your heart is conducive enough for Him. But 

none of these relationships will manifest in the life of a 

believer if he does not love God and keep his 

commandments. There is no storm of life you cannot 
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weather if you are in fellowship with the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. There is no loneliness for someone who is in 

fellowship with the Heavenly King. If you are a true 

disciple of Jesus Christ, you will overcome the crises of 

your life. Assuredly you have nothing to fear. Therefore, do 

not let your heart be troubled. You are not alone.    

 

 

Conquering Despair by Abiding in Him 
 

 
I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. Every 
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every 
branch that bears fruit He prunes that it may bear more fruit. 
You are already clean because of the word which I have 
spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 
He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for 
without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather 
them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If you 
abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you 
desire, and it shall be done for you. By this My Father is 
glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 
"As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My 
love. If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, 
just as I have kept My Father's commandments and abide in 
His love. These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may 
remain in you, and that your joy may be full. (John 15:1-11)  

 

 

What is the meaning of this phrase—abide in me? An 

abiding believer is genuine individual that sees things 

wholeheartedly from the point of view of God according to 

the revelation of the scripture. An abiding believer totally 

depends on God for nurturing and sustenance as the stem of 

a tree supplies nutrient to the branch. He never despairs 
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because he believes that God is the source of his existence.  

An abiding believer understands that he has relational 

responsibility towards the Master. He recognizes the 

principle of sowing and reaping. He knows the importance 

of fruit bearing. This is the ultimate purpose of his calling. 

Bearing fruit brings glory to God because it is the desire of 

the Father that we may bear fruit. Fruit bearing is the 

evidence of a consistent relationship with the Master. An 

abiding believer is not distracted by unpleasant 

circumstances. In season and out of season he remains 

faithful. Paul puts it beautifully. He asked a soul searching 

question. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? (Romans 8:35) Nothing is 

too much for an abiding believer to give up for Christ who 

gave all for our salvation. No wonder Christ said, “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 

produces much grain.” (John 12:24) Death in the context 

of the verse above is not only the one that ends in the grave. 

Metaphorically, death in the passage may further be 

analyzed as the gradual disintegration of sinful life which is 

the process of spiritual transformation that leads to the 

manifestation of the fruit of Spirit in the life of believer.  It 

is also the beginning of a new life emerging from the old 

sinful life that had passed away. “Therefore if any man be 

in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new.” (II Corinthians 5:17) 

 

The ordeal of a growing plant explains the process of 

abiding. When a grain of wheat is planted, the process of 

germination tears the seed apart. It will first of all swells up 

as a result of moisture and atmospheric warmth in the soil. 
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About five days later you will behold the mystery of new 

life emerging beautifully from the dead seed in the soil. 

The root holds fast to the ground to draw nutrients. The 

plant will remain on the very spot from the day it 

germinated till the day it will bear fruit and harvest season. 

Under the intense scorching sun, the plant will stand still. 

When there is no rain the plant subsists on the dew of 

heaven. In the abundance of rain the plant relishes the 

blessing from above. In the terrible wind of tornado, the 

plant will not run away to seek refuge somewhere. At times 

the wind may blew it and fall down, but give it another 

three days it will stand up. The plant remains in this solitary 

and stationary position to weather all the storms of its life 

till it will bear fruit. At the harvest time, you do not harvest 

only one grain from the plant. Rather you harvest multiple 

folds of grains. This was possible because one grain of 

wheat falls into the ground and dies. It let go of its own life 

in order to make possible that many may live instead of it 

 

Jesus Christ is that single grain of that precious wheat from 

Heaven. He died on the Cross and was buried. His enemies 

thought that they had successfully brought an end to His 

mission on earth. Little did they know that His death would 

quicken and prompt new believers to emerge for greater 

glorious mission of salvation. He duplicated His divine 

attributes beginning with His disciples that abided in Him. 

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the 

works that I do he will do also; and greater works than 

these he will do, because I go to My Father.” (John 14:12) 

Multiplication effect of His divine attributes had since 

taken place in the lives of the faithful believers that abided 

in Him as evidence of His fruitfulness. 
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A – Accept your suffering for My peace 

B – Behold My glory in the midst of your turmoil 

 I – Ignore your disgrace for My amazing grace 

D – Depend on Me for your fulfillment and fruitfulness 

E – Entrench yourself in the covenant of My eternity  

 

In the ABIDE acronym above, there are two parts. All the 

action verbs in each of the sentences represent the part of 

man. All the nouns in each sentence are in exchange for 

better blessings of God as well as assurance of rewards that 

we shall receive for abiding in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Another thing you will understand from the passage is that 

Jesus Christ revealed a general covenant to the disciples. In 

the secular law of contract, a general offer is enforceable by 

anyone who accepted and fulfilled the consideration 

thereof. In the same way, the precept to remain faithful in 

Him that Jesus Christ taught first to the disciples and 

secondarily to the general populace of Christianity is a 

general covenant. The covenant is enforceable by any 

believer that will one day receive this revelation by faith 

and wholeheartedly abide with the precepts of the truth. 

The way the disciples of Jesus Christ exhibited great works 

and awesome miracles, the same way God will reward the 

faithful services of believers who abide in the truth.  

 

In the book of John chapter 15, there are ten places that the 

word ‘abide’ appeared in the passage. Whenever the same 

word is continually repeated in any passage of the Bible, it 

is an indication of its importance. In this world you will see 

many tribulations but be of good cheer, I have overcome 

the world. (John 16.33) Christ seems to be telling the 

disciples a blunt truth here. I did not call you for peace, at 
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least not peace according to the understanding of the world.  

We are called instead to a peace that passes understanding. 

You are called into the peace that was bought with the 

blood of Jesus Christ. You are call to suffering. "For even 

hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for 

us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: 

Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, 

when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, 

he threatened not; but committed himself to him that 

judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his 

own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should 

live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed." 

(I Peter 2:21-24) It is a spiritual war against the flesh. It is 

a battle against the powers, against the principalities, 

against the rulers of darkness, and against spiritual 

wickedness in the high places. (Ephesians 6:12) It is not a 

battle that is fought with conventional weapons. Because 

the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 

God for pulling down strongholds. (II Corinthians 2:4) 

You are engaged in a battle against these spiritual forces on 

behalf of the Savior who came to save the world. This is a 

war you fight on your knees. This is a battle you execute in 

holiness and righteousness. Your logistics are the precepts 

of the word of God. And your battle plan is His divine will. 

But unfortunately, the world around you does not 

understand your mission. They interpret your activities with 

their natural wisdom. That is why the world tends to hate 

you the way they have hated Jesus Christ. They will jeer at 

you and harass you. Their infuriating cold response towards 

the act of kindness you demonstrate may be frustrating. The 

trusted friends are not left out in this battle. They would 

turn around to betray you because your honesty and selfless 

lifestyle do not go down well with their selfish interests. 
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Jesus concluded by saying, I have good news for you. I 

have laid a precedent of victory. If I could overcome, you 

will surely overcome. But you have to abide in me. Our 

Lord is saying, you have to accept your suffering in order 

to obtain My peace. Just as there is no resurrection 

without death, and there is no spiritual fruit bearing without 

being dead to sin. So also there is no peace outside of being 

God’s soldier in this spiritual war.   

 

Conquering Despair by Partaking in His Sorrows 
  

But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 
God, and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!" Then they cried out 
with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one 
accord; and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And 
the witnesses laid down their clothes at the feet of a young 
man named Saul. And they stoned Stephen as he was calling 
on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." Then he 
knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not 
charge them with this sin." And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. (Acts 7:55-60) 

 

Let us now go even deeper to further sharpen and 

strengthen our primary weapon against despair.  Stephen 

was a fearless preacher. A great orator.  In his oratory 

speech, he analyzed and supported the word of God with 

illustrative history of the faithfulness of God and 

chronologically catalogued the ingratitude of Israelites His 

people. He disseminated the word of God with power and 

authority. He must have felt the aura of discomfort of the 

people. Perhaps some in his audiences were murmuring. 

Perhaps someone was shouting, “Stop preaching Christ, or 

I will come up there to shut up your mouth!” But that was a 

clear indication that the message of God was sinking in. 
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However, he kept on, not minding the noises of the enemy. 

Diligently he was at his duty call serving faithfully in the 

vineyard of God. Then there was an open heaven. He did 

not miss the moment. He saw the Son of Man standing at 

the right hand of God. He declared the glory of this great 

vision when he said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and 

the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" But the 

people did not understand. They took it to be an affront 

against the tenet of their Judaism religion. 

 

The word of Jesus Christ did not go down well in the mind 

of His people. Therefore do not expect anything different 

especially from those who do not bear the covenant of His 

name. It is a fact that you have responsibility to declare the 

word with the love of God in mind, but you are not to 

pamper them with the message they love to hear. Give 

them a dose of truth no matter how bitter it is. They will 

surely murmur. They will complain that you are using their 

weaknesses to preach. They will tag you, “Holier than 

thou.” In their attitudes they will bluntly tell you that they 

do not like you. Do not be perturbed by these hostile 

reactions. It is clear evidence that the truth is sinking in. Be 

encouraged and behold the glory of God in your turmoil. 

Be at peace with yourself that you stood on the platform of 

righteousness to do the blessed will of God. They may be 

lashing their venomous tongue against you. They may even 

be physical in their attack against your person. Let the open 

heaven of the glory of God strengthen you. They did not 

see what you saw. There is no way they could understand. 

If they understand the depth of the love of God for them 

they will weep for their sins instead of attacking you with 

stones and cudgels in their hands. Like Stephen, pray for 

them that God will not lay the charges against them.  
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Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it 
might depart from me. And He said to me, "My grace is 
sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong. (II Corinthians 12:8-10) 
 

Only God knew the situation of Paul at the time he was 

writing this passage of the Bible. Certainly it was not a 

pleasant experience. Bearing in mind the relationship of 

this spiritual giant with God, and his zealousness in the 

things of the Spirit, can anyone say that his prayer was not 

answered? The calling of Paul was distinct. His mission 

was unique. He was sent to the Gentiles that were aliens to 

the commonwealth of love of God. Therefore the need for 

divine intervention in the ministries of Paul was obvious. 

Our heavenly Father will never send His children in to the 

battle line and discard them there. If Paul was going 

through a debilitating sickness, certainly the sickness may 

hinder his maximum performances in the evangelism field. 

Certainly it could not have been the issue of persecution 

because that was the order of the day in Paul’s ministry. 

Was it the persecution of dissenting brethren against Paul 

within his ministry that placed him in a heart rending 

situation? Was he in distress because he was so broke 

financially and materially that he could not effectively run 

the ministry God had committed in to his hand? Was it the 

arm of flesh that reared its ugly heads in the life of Paul 

therefore dragged him into besetting sins that was so 

burdensome in the life of Paul? Nay! Only God knew the 

clogs in the wheel of Paul’s life.  Only God knew what was 

so paramount to his calling as an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

perhaps hindering his mission that he took to God in prayer 
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three times. Yet God assured him of the same answer, “My 

grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect 

in weakness.” Let us consider this phrase critically. It 

means, “I am aware of your pain and concern but I am in 

charge of the situation.” “I noted your weaknesses but I 

have augmented it with my mercy.” “I am aware of your 

inabilities but my divine enablement will see you through.”  

 

We knew that Moses was a stammerer but God still used 

him in His rescue mission to deliver Israelites from the 

Egyptians. With only three hundred soldiers and the self 

ascertained inability of Gideon, God’s strength was made 

perfect in the weakness of Gideon. God delivered His 

people from the hands of the Midianites. Then the Lord 

said to Gideon, “By the three hundred men who lapped I 

will save you, and deliver the Midianites into your hand. 

Let all the other people go, every man to his place.” 

(Gideon 7:7) What is the situation that is bringing reproach 

to you as an individual while you are in right standing with 

the Lord? In what situation have you found yourself that 

reflects a personal weakness or failure and yet you did not 

depart from holiness of God? You prayed unto the Father 

but it seems that He is taking a nap. I can assure you that 

He is not ignoring you but rather, He is saying that, ‘His 

grace is sufficient for you.’ Look beyond your 

shortcomings and your infirmities. Disregard your 

reproaches and weaknesses. Ignore your disgrace and 

reach out for God’s amazing grace.   

 
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who 
abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you 
can do nothing. 
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The Psalmist said it all. He declared, “I will lift up my eyes 

to the hills-- From whence comes my help? My help comes 

from the Lord, Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 121:1-

2)  David did not let any other person answer that question. 

He dealt with it in the wealth of his personal experience 

with God. It gets to a point in the life of a believer that the 

understanding will hit him in the face that God is behind 

every blessing and fulfillment that comes his way. From 

absolutely nothing, as a shepherd boy in field, the blessing 

of God located David and he was anointed as the king of 

Israel. He was regarded as the least in his family but the 

anointing of God rated him as numero uno—[Spanish] 

number one. How can a village shepherd boy understand 

the nitty-gritty of the palace life? That may be difficult for 

man, but it is a piece of cake for Almighty God. He that 

began a good thing in the life of David also brought it to a 

successful conclusion. Soon after he was anointed, King 

Saul became sick. “But the spirit of the Lord departed from 

Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.” (I 

Samuel 16:14) The scripture did not give detail of problem 

of the king. A servant of King Saul, perhaps his medical 

doctor, suggested that the cure for the King Saul's illness 

was the music therapy from the harp. Was this not strange? 

Another servant said he had seen one good harp player 

among the Jesse's sons.  He presented the résumé of David 

as a very good harp player, a brave man, a warrior, man of 

wisdom, a humble person and the Mighty presence of God 

was with him. (I Samuel 16:18) Was this a co-incidence? 

No, it was the manifestation of the plan of God. David 

wholly depended on God for his fulfillment and 

fruitfulness. The seemly-unnoticed faithfulness and 

diligence of David to God in the shepherd field paid off. 

The servant of the king testified in favor of David. He 
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spoke about his humble spirit, his wisdom, his courage and 

of course, his skill as a harp player.  So quickly the 

shepherd boy became sought for as a healing balm for the 

sick king. David was not the only harp player in the whole 

kingdom of Saul but in order that the purpose of God 

concerning his life may be fulfilled, he was singled out and 

called in to the service of the king. As David provided 

music therapy for the sick king, he also had opportunity to 

watch the king directing the affairs of the kingdom. He 

learned about the power and authority of king of Israel, the 

procedure of governing the kingdom and all the kingly 

protocols and obeisance. Was there any better way for a 

village shepherd boy to be trained in kingly wisdom?  
 

"Look, I go forward, but He is not there, and backward, but I 
cannot perceive Him; When He works on the left hand, I 
cannot behold Him; When He turns to the right hand, I cannot 
see Him. But He knows the way that I take; When He has 
tested me, I shall come forth as gold. My foot has held fast to 
His steps; I have kept His way and not turned aside. I have not 
departed from the commandment of His lips; I have treasured 
the words of His mouth more than my necessary food. (Job 
23:8-12) 

 

It always comes to a point in the life of a true believer 

when he will declared, “Forward ever and backward 

never.”  When he will say, “I have come to the last bus stop 

in my Christian journey.” These are the statement of those 

that have tasted God and found that the Lord is good and 

His mercy endures forever. These are the statement of the 

people that are not worshipping God because of another 

miracle. They are only motivated by the understanding of 

the love of God for them. They are only encouraged that 

their name is written in the book of life. They are ready to 

guard their relationship with God jealously because they 

know its importance. Job’s experience in his crisis is a 
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typical example. In those dark hours of his life, he felt as if 

God had gone on vacation. He said, “When I go forward, 

He is not there. When I came back, I cannot perceive Him. 

When I learnt, He is works on the left I cannot behold Him. 

And when he is on the right, I cannot see Him.”(Job 23:8-

9) Certainly God was not playing hide and seek with Job. 

Job was going through spiritual experiment. His  spiritual 

appetite was being tested. But he made up his mind because 

he had already entered into the covenant of eternity with 

the Lord. He declared, “But the Lord knows the way I take. 

My foot has held fast to His steps. I have kept his way and 

not turned aside. I have not departed from the 

commandment of His lips. I have treasured the words of 

His mouth more than my necessary food.” (Job 23:10-12) 

Are you in a covenant relationship with the Lord that can 

bring out these faithful statements out of your mouth? Can 

you testify that the Lord truly knows the way you take? 

Can you beat your chest in affirmation that you are not 

moved by your crisis because you are in Christ? Paul had 

considered the beauty of this covenant relationship with the 

Lord before he declared emphatically in his letter to the 

brethren in Philippians, “For to me, to live is Christ, and to 

die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21)    
 

Bearing Fruit Amidst Crises 
 

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that 

you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, 

that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you. 

These things I command you, that you love one another. "If the 

world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If 

you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because 

you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 

therefore the world hates you. John 15:16-19 
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Our Lord Jesus Christ continued with His words of comfort 

to the apostles. As if the persuasive approach that they 

should abide in Him in order to bear fruit was not enough, 

He put it across to them in a blunt language. He said, “You 

did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that 

you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should 

remain.” This was like a heart-to-heart discussion with 

close intimate friends. Being chosen of the Lord for a 

specific function of fruit bearing demanded a sense of 

responsibility on the part of the disciples. The demand is 

not optional. Even if it is at the cost of being hated by the 

people of the world around them they must still bear fruit. 

To the disciples at this junction, spiritual unfruitfulness is 

tantamount to unfulfilled Christian life.  

 

Perhaps we are wondering why fruit bearing is so important 

in the life of a believer. One of the marks of Christ in the 

life of a Christian is fruitfulness. Fruitfulness is an evidence 

of life of Christ in a believer. We are all saved from the 

camp of enemy to serve in the vine yard of God. God 

desires fruit bearing among His servants. There are two 

passages in the Bible that talk about the unfruitful fig tree. 

The first was the true experience of Jesus Christ and the 

second was a parable. God is not happy with unfruitfulness. 

And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to it and found 

nothing on it but leaves, and said to it, "Let no fruit grow 

on you ever again." Immediately the fig tree withered away. 

(Matthew 21:19) Jesus did not just curse the unfruitful fig 

tree. He sought fruit on the fig tree in the summer when the 

plant was blossom with leaves and expected to have fruit. 

Jesus Christ visited this plant when, under normal 

circumstances, the tree should have produced fruit. The 

Creator sought fruit from the tree when He was in need of 
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fruit but the unfruitfulness of this tree was a disappointment 

that warranted divine judgment upon the tree. (Luke 3:6-7) 

Some were of the opinion that Jesus Christ should not have 

cursed the fig tree. To these people, I ask, “What do you 

expect a shepherd to do with barren cattle?” Of course he 

will send the cattle to the butcher because he cannot 

continue to waste his resources on a barren cattle. Hebrew 

6:8, Matthew 3:7-10 The second passage in Luke 13:6-9 is 

like the first passage. The difference is the long-suffering of 

God waiting for positive changes to take place in the life of 

the fig tree. But the consequence of not bearing fruit is the 

same. 
 

Let us relate the experience of Jesus Christ with the fig tree 

in this discussion and also His parable of the fig tree with 

God's expectation of fruitfulness in the life of man. God's 

expectation of fruitfulness in the life of man is not only in 

terms of biological offspring or other human endeavors 

alone. In particular, His expectation in this discussion is in 

terms of spiritual fruitfulness. God will not like to reap 

where He did not sow. He created man in His own image 

and gave us a breath of life. He is the sustainer of the whole 

universe and we are living through each day of our lives at 

His instances. When we were still sinners, He made 

provision of our reconciliation with Him in the person of 

His only begotten Son. He has invested a lot of spiritual 

resources in humanity and He expects a lot spiritual 

productivity from man. The redeemed that have received 

salvation are the hope of God on earth to bear the fruit of 

the spirit. God needs men that are equipped in 

righteousness and abounding in the fruit of the Spirit. 

Galatians 5:22 God wants godly men that will bring forth 

godly fruit to tend the vineyard of God. “To whom much is 

given much is expected.” (Luke 12:48) Consider the gift of 
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your knowledge, understanding and wisdom. God did not 

give you these rare abilities to put bread to your table only. 

Have you ever asked yourself, "Why did God created you? 

Why is God daily nurturing you and caring for you? Why is 

He preserving you and protecting you amidst the danger 

and perils out there? Why was the grace made available for 

you at Calvary that you may have second lease of righteous 

life? There is still an opportunity for you to focus on the 

purpose of God for your life. The right step towards this is 

to abide in Him, because without Him you can do nothing. 

Believers are expected to produce three important fruits, 

namely: the fruit of the spirit, holiness and soul winning. 

The fruit of the Spirit as revealed in Galatians 5:21-22 is 

not the same as the gift of the Spirit. The gifts of Holy 

Spirit are divine skills giving to the believers for the 

edification of the Church. These gifts transform believers to 

become experts and professional men and women of God 

in His vineyard. That is why not everybody can sing 

beautifully like the choirs. Not everyone can pray like the 

prayer warriors. Not everyone can preach like the pastors 

and not everyone can go to every part of the globe like the 

evangelists and the missionaries to sow the seed of the 

gospel. You cannot beat the ushers who are skillful in using 

their smiles to welcome people to the fold of Christ. You 

cannot out give the givers that are remarkably liberal in the 

way they opened their hands to bless the needy in the fold 

of Christ and at the same time generously minister to the 

needs of the Church.  Above all, let it be registered in your 

mind that you do not need to operate in the pulpit before 

you can minister to people. These are various ways that the 

gifts of the Spirit are different from the fruit of the Spirit. 
 

The fruit of the Spirit is the spiritual fuel of believers. 

Perhaps you’re asking, “What do you mean?” A car or any 
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mode of transportation needs fuel to keep it moving. For 

instance, water cools the radiator, engine oil lubricates the 

core of the engine, the tire is filled with air, the battery is 

charged to cause the electric wiring in the car to function 

and lastly, there is gasoline in the tank that provide the 

needed energy for the car to move. We always see cars 

moving in our street but hardly do we think of those things 

that keeps it moving. Dictionary defines fuel as something 

consumed to produce energy. Have you ever thought of 

those things that keeps a true believer going? I mean those 

God attributes that differentiate him from the worldly. The 

fruit of the Spirit, first of all, manifest in the life of a 

believer to minister to him, to help him to perceive all that 

are happening around him from the point of view of God so 

that his ways of life may reflect the glory of God to the 

outside world. When Christ said, “You are the light of the 

world --You are the salt of the world,” He is talking about 

the manifestation of the fruit of the Spirit in your lives.  

 

The secret of fruit bearing is in the sowing of seed. “Most 

assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the ground and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it 

produces much grain.” (John 12:24) The process of 

sowing is not putting the seed in the soil only. The farmer 

began by cutting and cleaning the clogging bushes. He will 

cut some of the trees in the farm in order to provide enough 

sunlight for the plants. He clears off the unwanted garbage 

and burns them. He tills the ground soft and makes ridges. 

Lastly the farmer will now plant the seedlings. He does not 

stop on this. The farmer will trust God for rain and 

sunlight. He will believe God for averting disaster like 

tornadoes, locust etc. that can destroy the plants. From time 

to time, he will visit the cultivated farm to see how the 
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plants are doing. It is during this time he weeds off the 

unwanted tares that are growing to choke the plants. The 

maintenance of the farm will continue until harvest time. 

All these processes are summarized as investment of the 

time and energy of the farmer into the life of the plant. In 

the same way, a believer has to invest his time and energy 

in sowing the seed. The believer is essentially acting as fuel 

for the seed for he consumes his time and energy that the 

seed might grow.  In a plain language, the verse is 

emphasizing the relevancy of sacrifice for the purpose of 

fruit bearing.  Sacrifice is inevitable. It is part of the deal. 

There is no way you can exhibit the love of Christ unto 

other people without some element of sacrifice. You have 

to let go of something precious in order to gain something 

precious for the glory of God. It may be your precious time, 

your scarce resources and in some cases, your precious life. 

In addition to this you will have to trust God for blessing 

your efforts. Prayer is invaluable and essential. Prayer 

prepares believers for directions to take. Prayer moves the 

hand of Almighty God to the position of help in the time of 

need. Remember the declaration of Paul. He said, “Paul 

planted, Apollo watered but God gave increase.” 

 

The mystery of fruit bearing is that God gave the believers 

the grace to manifest the fruit of the Spirit so that they can 

excel in using their various gifts of the spirit in godly 

attribute, in holiness and in righteousness to bring souls 

into the kingdom of God. Every believer is a unit of the 

vessel of God. You are the eyes of God to behold the 

situation of the world around you. You are the mouth piece 

of God to speak blessing and deliverance on to the world 

around you. You are the hope of God for humanity. The 

spirit of God in you is not for decoration—He is dwelling 
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in you for a purpose. The fruit of the spirit is the product of 

Holy Spirit dwelling in you. Every believer needs to 

manifest all the fruit of the Spirit in order to bear enduring 

fruit of soul winning. 

 
After saying all these things, Jesus looked up to heaven and 
said, “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son so he can 
give glory back to you. For you have given him authority over 
everyone. He gives eternal life to each one you have given 
him. And this is the way to have eternal life—to know you, the 
only true God, and Jesus Christ, the one you sent to earth. I 
brought glory to you here on earth by completing the work you 
gave me to do. Now, Father, bring me into the glory we shared 
before the world began. “I have revealed you to the ones you 
gave me from this world. They were always yours. You gave 
them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know 
that everything I have is a gift from you, for I have passed on to 
them the message you gave me. They accepted it and know 
that I came from you, and they believe you sent me. “My 
prayer is not for the world, but for those you have given me, 
because they belong to you. All who are mine belong to you, 
and you have given them to me, so they bring me glory. Now I 
am departing from the world; they are staying in this world, but 
I am coming to you. Holy Father, you have given me your 
name; now protect them by the power of your name so 
that they will be united just as we are. During my time 
here, I protected them by the power of the name you gave 
me. I guarded them so that not one was lost, except the one 
headed for destruction, as the Scriptures foretold. “Now I am 
coming to you. I told them many things while I was with them in 
this world so they would be filled with my joy. I have given 
them your word. And the world hates them because they do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world. I’m not asking you to take them out of the world, but to 
keep them safe from the evil one. They do not belong to 
this world any more than I do. Make them holy by your truth; 
teach them your word, which is truth. Just as you sent me into 
the world, I am sending them into the world. And I give myself 
as a holy sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your 
truth. (John 17:1-19 NLT) 
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In this chapter of prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ, it was as 

if He was reporting back to the Heavenly Father that He 

had completed His mission on earth. At the same time, in 

His prayer for the disciples there are many insights of 

concern that His heart of mercy revealed. Christ earlier said 

that the believers were chosen of the Lord. (John 15:16) As 

He sealed His words of comfort to the disciples with 

prayer, He revealed more.  He said the believers are people 

that the world hated. He said the believers do not belong to 

this wicked world after they have received the righteous 

orientation through our Lord Jesus Christ. While Jesus 

Christ was on earth, He said that He kept and guarded them 

by the power of the Name of God. As He was returning to 

the Heaven, He pleaded with Heavenly God to protect them 

with the power of His name. These statements are 

suggesting that believers are endangered spiritual species 

that are prone to the attack of the evil one. The enemies are 

out there waiting to descend on them and scatter them. This 

was why He specifically upheld them in prayer that they 

may continue to dwell in the bond of unity that began with 

the Trinity. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ managed His own crisis on His 

knees in the Garden of Gethsemane and settled the account 

of our salvation with God. He also managed the foreseeable 

crisis of the disciples with His extensive words of comfort. 

He gave them spiritual instructions about the necessity of 

fruit bearing and prepared their minds about the likely 

reactions of the evil world around them. He assured them 

about the visitation of the Comforter and lastly He sealed 

up everything with strong and passionate pleading in prayer 

that the Lord may preserve and protect the believers as they 

continue in the Lord on earth. All these are suggesting that 
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there are crises in the Cross that believers carry. To be a 

light in the world of darkness is a difficult task. To choose 

to be holy in the midst of unholy people is a tug-of-war. To 

stand out there and declare to the certified enemies of God, 

“Thus said the Lord …” is like offering invitation to 

troubles. In order to be victorious in this Christian journey 

we need to learn from the Master who had traveled the 

same rough road before. In humility let us learn from the 

Burden Bearer how to bear the burden of the Cross. Let us 

learn how to handle the human spiritual frailty in order to 

be able to deal with them with the love of God. Let us size 

up the Cross of our calling against the broadness of our 

shoulders and be ready to carry it. 
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          CHAPTER 

Be Ye Transformed 
 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of God. For I say, through the 
grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think 
of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. For 
as we have many members in one body, but all the members 
do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given 
to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 
proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our 
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in 
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. Let love be 
without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is 
good. Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly 
love, in honor giving preference to one another; not 
lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 
rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing 
steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the 
saints, given to hospitality. Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice, 
and weep with those who weep. Be of the same mind toward 
one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but 
associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own 
opinion. Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good 
things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as 
depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not 
avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 
written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 
Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is 

4

1 
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thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap 
coals of fire on his head." Do not be overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:1-21) 

 
Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness of 
speech—unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the 
children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was 
passing away. But their minds were blinded. For until this day 
the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old 
Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. But even 
to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. 
Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken 
away. Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just 
as by the Spirit of the Lord. (II Corinthians 3:12-18) 

 

The word change and transformation seem to be similar in 

meaning but there is a sharp contrast between the two 

words. Contrary to popular usage of the word ‘change,’ 

there is a remarkable difference between its meaning and 

the meaning of the word transformation. A change mainly 

relates to physical appearance. A change is continual in 

nature from phase to phase, but transformation is about one 

time permanent change of the nature of a thing. The 

element of permanency makes a difference between the 

words change and transformation. The weather changes 

and in America alone we have four seasons in a year—

summer, fall, winter, spring. Change can also relate to 

growth in all living things. Animals grow from infancy to 

adulthood and various changes that take place in the 

farming activities that bring about the terminology of 

planting season and harvest season. Change in relation to 

human activities is, in most cases temporary—quick fix to 

satisfy an immediate need.  
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There are driving forces behind most of the changes in 

human activities. In changing activities of mankind, 

individuals are in the driver seat, controlling and generating 

force that brings about the change. Take for instance; a 

driver of motor car can turn to left or right depending upon 

his desire. He can accelerate the gear of the car to run fast 

or decelerate to slow down as he wishes. A chameleon is a 

good illustration of this type of change. Whenever this 

creature is in an environment where its safety is threatened, 

it changes its color to reflect the color of the environment 

for camouflage and it stays still so that predators will not be 

able to easily locate it. When it gets to another place, it will 

change its color to the prevailing color of the new 

environment. Obviously the chameleon determines the 

blending colors of its choice. Because of the continual 

changes of chameleon, unreliable people that easily change 

in their decisions because of a slight pressure are called 

chameleons. 
 

In the high school Chemistry class, when there is a 

reversible change in the result of chemical composition we 

call the result a mixture, but when the result is irreversible 

we called it a compound—a brand new chemical 

composition with new properties. Just like an irreversible 

chemical composition, spiritual transformation is a 

permanent change that transforms the spirit man on the 

inside, from evil to righteous, from spiritual ignorance to 

godly wisdom to reflect the glory of God in his outward 

appearance and in his activities. Unlike the process of 

change that puts an individual person on the driver seat, 

yielding oneself in total surrender to the precepts of the 

word of God precedes spiritual transformation. In other 

words, transformation cannot occur before the total 
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surrender that allows the power of the word to mold and 

shape an individual to become what God intends him to be.    
 

The metamorphosis of butterfly insect is a good example of 

transformation. Every stage in the metamorphic stages of 

butterfly is a permanent transformation which is not 

reversible. Each stage has different characteristics and 

presents the insect in each stage with a unique character.  

There are four stages of development of the insect from 

EGG→ LARVAE→ COCOON→ IMAGO or adult 

butterfly. A butterfly lays eggs. The eggs hatch to become 

larvae. At larvae stage which is also known caterpillar 

stage, the insect is a voracious eater. It swarms around 

along with others to devour every leaf of the host plant. It 

litters everywhere with its tiny droppings that results from 

its ravenous eating. During this stage some caterpillars 

sting people and inflict severe pain. Not many people know 

about this but because I grew up in the farm I discovered 

that caterpillar stings. I have experienced its sting before, it 

was painful. The venom does not kill but it is painful 

enough to bring tears upon the face of little children. At this 

stage the caterpillar is known as harmful insect. 
 

The cocoon metamorphic stage of butterfly is quite 

interesting to this topic. At this stage for the first time the 

caterpillar stops eating leaves. It attaches itself to the leaf 

with silky secretion it produces from its mouth. It continues 

to produce this secretion until it covers all its body. The 

collection of the secretion is like a woven silk cloth and it is 

called cocoon. The caterpillar stays in the cocoon for 

several days without food. It separates self and shut up 

itself completely from the influences of its environment, 

totally depends only on what God intends it to become. 

One day, a tiny portion of the cocoon cracked open, and 
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something begins to come out of it gradually. It was not the 

same caterpillar that was trapped in the cocoon. The 

caterpillar had been transformed in the cocoon to a 

beautiful butterfly. The colorful butterfly waits on the leaf 

for few minutes. After the atmospheric air dries its wings 

and when its exoskeleton limbs and body gets stronger, it 

lifts up and begins to float in the air. It is very difficult to 

imagine that caterpillars can fly. The transformation that 

began on the inside of this insect affects its activities after 

completion. The transformation does not affect its 

appearance only; it also affects its behaviors. It is like the 

butterfly alienates itself from the characteristics of 

caterpillar. The butterfly never eats leaf again, never. It 

now subsists on nectar—sweet liquid—from the flowers. It 

never destroys plants any more. Instead, it helps to 

pollinate the female flowering plant by carrying pollen 

grains with its sticky-hairy abdomen from one flower to the 

other. It is as if this insect is making up for all the wrong it 

had done to the plant when, as a caterpillar, it was 

voraciously consuming everything—a sort of restitution. 

And I suppose in restitution towards little children like me, 

it ceases forever from inflicting painful stings on anyone.  
 

We wonder, what brought this transformation in the life of 

butterfly? Obviously, the transformation took place during 

the time the caterpillar was in the cocoon. It was during this 

solitary time that it separated self from the environment and 

shut up self completely from the influences of its 

environment. It totally depends only on divine 

transformation that God intends it to become. Some say 

that the caterpillar does not make a choice but merely 

changes its behavior when the time comes for it to naturally 

develop into a butterfly. No one disputes this, but the 

children of God can draw inferences from this parable of 
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transformation. The time in the cocoon is an important time 

of consideration. We can begin to reason that, “it was not 

what the caterpillar was eating that sustained it during the 

solitary time. God sustained it. God does His divine 

transformation in the life of his children when we stand still 

and yield to the molding and shaping in the hand of the 

Master Builder.  
 

There are two important principles we have to bear in 

mind. In the first part of Paul’s admonition in the passage 

above he said, “Do not be conformed to this world.” 

Separation is a major instrument of transformation. The 

butterfly-larvae distant itself from ravenous eating of leaf 

and stood still in the cocoon before it experienced its 

transformation. The same way, anyone who wants to 

experience spiritual transformation should distant self from 

the influences of the worldly environment.  “Through 

desire a man, having separated himself, seeketh and 

intermeddleth with all wisdom.” (Proverbs 18:1) “And ye 

shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me 

with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13) A desire for the 

priceless anointing of God would lead to a purposeful 

separation to prayer and fasting to seek the face of God for 

a fresh touch of anointing. The person should stand still in 

the School of Christ, totally yield to the molding and 

shaping in the hands of the Master Builder until the 

transformation process is completed. Perhaps you are still 

wondering why separation is important before 

transformation can take place. What you do when you are 

alone before God is very important. A divided and 

distracted heart in the closet of prayer cannot go far with 

God and receive in-depth wisdom of God.  In the spiritual 

realm there is no middle ground. You are either for the 

Lord or for the world. If you are not totally for the Lord, it 
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means you are still attached in a certain way with the 

enemy of God--the Satan. In addition, it means you have no 

part to play in the inheritance for the children of God. But 

if a man can walk in righteousness and holiness in all 

sincerity with God, he will experience uncommon touch of 

the grace and power of God. You will agree with the 

scripture that the righteous and holy attributes of the godly 

people are completely opposite to the lawlessness and 

wickedness of the worldly people. The scripture asked a 

direct question, “What accord has light with the 

darkness?” Jesus Christ is no way comparable with Satan, 

because Christ was going about doing good to all. “… God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power, who went about doing good and healing all who 

were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 

10:38) On the other hand, the entirety of Satan’s strategy is 

to destroy all aspect of the perfect creation of God in man. 

No single work of Satan is of benefit to man. “The thief 

[Satan] does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy. I {Jesus Christ} have come that they may have life, 

and that they may have it more abundantly. (John 10:10)  
 

In addition, transformation is always from inside out and 

remains permanent. There are many natural phenomenons 

around us that confirm this principle. Egg develops inside 

its shell. Even in the age of cloning, every child develops in 

the womb of the mother, not outside. We were told in the 

common parlance that, “charity begins at home.” It begins 

inside the family setting not outside in the community. The 

spiritual stubbornness of Jonas was transformed to humility 

when he prayed in the belly of the fish. He came out of the 

belly of the fish to perform his reasonable service. In the 

same way, spiritual birth is from inside out. From the core 

of the spirit being of a man to reflect the glorious 
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appearance that God want people to see in you. It began 

with the fellowship of the saints in the church—the body of 

our Lord Jesus Christ on earth. In this body, there is a 

mystery of transformation that was birthed through the 

prophecy of Jesus Christ. He said, “…upon this rock I will 

build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail 

against it.” (Matthew 16:18) When you are in the church of 

Jesus Christ you are exposed to the power of God through 

the teaching of the scripture from the anointed servants of 

God. It is not your education and personal ability that is 

building you up in wisdom and understanding of the word 

of God. It is Master Jesus Himself that is at work in your 

life.  
 

The planned purposes of God will manifested for His glory 

in your life.  “For I know the thoughts that I think toward 

you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 

give you an expected end.” (Jeremiah 29:11) Nothing can 

stop the hands of God until His fullness is manifested in 

you. As long as you remain in the fellowship of the 

righteous in the Lord’s church, the devastating spiritual 

storm outside cannot upturn your existence. “He that 

dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide 

under the shadow of the Almighty.” (Psalm 91:1) The wave 

of false doctrine of the world which is contrary to the 

doctrine of God will not sweep away your feet if you 

continue to dwell in the truth. The worldly virus of sin will 

not impair and corrupt your spiritual life if you dwell in 

Christ and permit Christ to dwell in you. As a result, your 

Christian life will be able to stand the test of time. 
 

This inner transformation is always voluntary. The tree 

grows on a good ground because it is its nature, but 

spiritual growth is always by sincere desire and righteous 
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intention and never an accident of nature. There is no 

doubt, when one is exposed to the message of the gospel 

through the grace of God, Holy Spirit convicts the 

individual. The conviction of the Holy Spirit makes people 

feel personally responsible for their sinful shortcomings. 

Conviction of sins leads to confession of those sins. It 

continues from confession of sins to the repentance of those 

sins until the final stage when transformation eventually 

effected. Added to this are eventual restitutions that one can 

possibly make to make-up for the past unrighteous deeds. 

But certainly, no one compels anyone to give his or her life 

to Jesus Christ. It comes from within. When the divine truth 

is revealed, the faithful ones respond to the altar call to be 

born again. I always describe it as the shorted distance that 

a wise person ever walked on righteous path. It is the most 

reasonable and smartest decision ever made without the 

consultation of professional counselor because greater than 

the professional counselor is the Holy Spirit.  Furthermore, 

even after having believed in Jesus and receiving Him, one 

must desire to abide in Him in order to continue to grow.  

Spiritual growth is not natural.  A seed will die and split in 

the soil so that the tree might grow.  But the Son of God 

died in His own will on the Cross in order to produce 

abundance of fruit believers all over the world.  Spiritual 

growth doesn’t just happen ordinarily. 
 

The second core message in this chapter is, “Be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.” Brethren, there 

can never be a spiritual transformation without a divine 

encounter. Moses turned aside to see the burning bush, and 

he encountered the Heavenly God that spoke to him 

through the burning bush. That was the beginning of his 

transformation. Saul, son Kish was searching for the lost 

donkey of his father until he made it to the presence of 
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Samuel, the prophet of God. He was anointed to be the first 

king in Israel. And the anointing transformed him. “So it 

was, when he had turned his back to go from Samuel, that 

God gave him another heart; and all those signs came to 

pass that day.” (I Samuel 10:8)  
 

The conversion of Paul is a typical story of transformation. 

Paul was a zealous persecutor. He was zealously applying 

all his energy, his legal educational background, his 

Judaism religious background and his personal ability to 

stamp out Christianity and anything that related to the name 

of Jesus Christ. He was fuming in anger thinking he was 

doing the will of God according to Judaism. One day, as he 

was going towards Damascus to widen the scope of his 

persecution against the church, he encountered Jesus Christ 

on his way. That was the beginning of his transformation. 

The dazzling light of the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ 

blinded him. He submitted to the highest authority by 

acknowledging the Lord. He said, “Lord, what do You want 

me to do?” (Acts 9:6) Paul began to do what he was not 

doing before. He fasted and was praying. Paul woke up in 

the morning as a certified persecutor but he slept that day 

as an ordained apostle to the Gentiles through divine 

transformation.  
 

Purposeful living for the glory of God always leads to 

divine transformation. People that experience this 

transformation manifest it in Godly character. The servants 

of God in the scripture demonstrated these unique 

characteristics to impart godliness to others in their 

generations. However, this purposeful living cannot begin 

until one has an encounter with God.  Perhaps you are 

waiting for burning bush in order to experience a divine 

encounter like Moses. Perhaps you are expecting a unique 
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dazzling light encounter like Paul before you are prompted 

to yield to the Spirit’s signal for transformation. I want you 

to know today that the divine encounters of individuals are 

different and unique for specific purposes. Your own 

experience may be distinctly different but certainly, you 

cannot miss it. You will surely recognize the mighty hands 

of God upon you. Be expecting a pleasant surprise because 

it will manifest when you least expected it. 
 

One of the difficult tasks of a believer is his inability to let 

go of his inherent old character. These are the characters 

you grew up with. Everybody recognized you by it. Over 

the years you have perfected those characteristics for your 

ulterior motives. Since your character was not shaped 

according to the precepts of righteousness revealed in 

scripture, then it is certainly of the world. These are the 

negative characteristics the scripture is asking you to be 

transformed from. If caterpillar, a tiny little insect can 

transform to become a beautiful butterfly, a highly 

intelligent being with abundant of wisdom can become 

transformed. If you were lazy physically or spiritually 

before, the transforming power of the word of God will 

spur you to be diligence in serving the Lord. If you are 

engaged in any improper usage of your body in the past, the 

scripture is now admonishing you with understanding that 

your body is the temple of Jesus Christ and that you owe it 

a duty to God to present it unto God holy as a living 

sacrifice. If you are bowing down to any idol in the past 

you will now see a good reason to forsake the idol and 

worship only the Heavenly Father. Perhaps you were 

merciless before, you have responsibility in the Lord to be 

kind and compassionate towards others. If in the time past 

you demonstrated love towards someone because of what 

you can gain from him, the message of the Lord to you 
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today is to love the unlovable. Let your love be without 

hypocrisy. Touch the lepers of this world with the love of 

Jesus Christ. It is the habit of the worldly to repay evil by 

evil, but the standard expectation of a transformed minded 

man is to repay evil with good. “But I say unto you, Love 

your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 

that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 

and persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44) 
 

A man has a natural tendency of being wicked. To him 

vengefulness and unforgiveness towards a certified enemy 

is normal especially as a means of settling an old score.  

David understood the wretched crisis of a natural man 

before he could attain spiritual transformation when he 

prayed, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10) There is no 

doubt, he was transformed. No wonder he did not kill King 

Saul, his arch-enemy who was pursuing him with 3000 

soldiers. On two occasions God delivered King Saul into 

his hand. He had opportunity to eliminate his enemy but he 

didn’t. He said, “Who can kill the anointed of the Lord and 

be guiltless?” Brother Paul knew the cost of 

transformation, he begged the believers in the entire world 

by the mercies of God to be transformed. Paul led by 

example. From the moment he encountered Jesus Christ on 

his way to Damascus, Paul made a ‘U’ turn from his 

wicked ways and became a transformed individual. His 

triumphant ministry as an apostle of Jesus Christ was a 

testimony about this.  
 

Someone will surely, purposefully and flagrantly step on 

your toes, knowing that you are a child of God and 

watching for your response. Like Moses, you have to 

possess the spirit of meekness to overcome the spirit of 
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anger. Even if the people around you think that you are a 

fool, do not avenge yourself. Humility does not connote 

stupidity; rather, it is a way of honoring God with our 

humble conduct. Give the Captain of our salvation a chance 

to fight the battle on your behalf. It may seem unreasonable 

when the scripture demands that you should bless those 

who persecute you. But this unusual attribute is expected in 

a transformed life. This includes the people that sue you for 

preaching the gospel, the people that accuse you falsely and 

have you imprisoned because of your faith. It includes the 

people of other faith that maim Christians and burn down 

the churches of Jesus Christ. The standard has been set. 

Jesus Christ Himself prayed for the people that crucified 

him. He said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know 

what they do." (Luke 23:34) Stephen interceded for his 

persecutors that were hurling stones on him and pled, 

“Lord, do not charge them with this sin.” (Acts 7:60)  
 

Let the beauty of Jesus Christ be made manifest in your 

character and in your actions. The righteous and holy life 

you live when you are alone is an attribute of the spiritual 

transformation in your life. “But his delight is in the law of 

the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.” 

(Psalm 1:2) If the spiritual desires occupy your mind and 

you are mindful of the law of God, you are a delight of 

God. Transformed life will endow you with the grace of 

godly wisdom to live peaceably with all men. ‘All men.’ 

This includes people of different culture and racial 

background in the society. It includes the believers and 

unbelievers, include the difficult people like the criminals, 

drug dealers and CEOs in your neighborhood. Establish an 

uncommon ground of peace that will allow you to dwell 

together peaceably—not necessary partaking in, approving 

of or in association with their evil deeds. Reach out to them 
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with the love of God through intercessory prayer, preaching 

of the gospel of Jesus Christ and exhibiting Godly character 

towards them.  

 

In this world where the opinion of experts like lawyers, 

doctors and auditors are very important, the scripture is 

admonishing that you should not be wise in your own 

opinion. Your opinion does not count when it comes to 

defending the gospel, let the word of God prevail over your 

opinion. Apart from the things on high which are spiritual, 

the scripture admonished that we should not set our mind 

on the worldly ambitions. Your enviable high education 

must be balanced with your high calling in Jesus Christ. 

The world may be interested in your education but God is 

interested in your salvation and the fruit thereof because 

you are saved to serve. It is good to be educated in order 

that you may be able to righteously compete for available 

opportunities on earth. Certainly this will put bread on the 

table for your family but ensure that you do not trade your 

salvation for the worldly gain.  Do not trade in your 

mansions above for these earthly hovels all around us.  “In 

My Father's house are many mansions, if it were not so, I 

would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” 

(John 14:2) 
 

“… he who gives, with liberality.” Every time we pray: 

“Lord, bless me!” He is ready to bless you, but most of the 

time people technically turn down the blessing because of 

stinginess. The secret of blessing is with those who keep 

the law of God. It is only the spiritually transformed people 

who possess the mind of God and sincerely consider the 

needy ones around them. Whenever you have poor people 

in your midst or an occasion warrants you dipping your 

hand into your pocket to give, at that very moment the 
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ministry of gift giving is opened but only the person with a 

transformed mind will see it. Every time you give unto 

others, you are giving on behalf of the Creator who 

provides for all people. You are at the same time enlarging 

the budget of your resources. “You shall surely give to him, 

and your heart should not be grieved when you give to him, 

because for this thing the Lord your God will bless you in 

all your works and in all to which you put your hand. For 

the poor will never cease from the land; therefore I 

command you, saying, 'You shall open your hand wide to 

your brother, to your poor and your needy, in your land.” 

(Deuteronomy 15:10-11) The inspired word of Apostle 

Paul admonished believers to give liberally. You shall open 

your hand wide to your brother. That is the commandment 

of God. And that is the secret. Every time you open your 

hand wide to give liberally to your brother, simultaneously 

in the spiritual realm, you also open your hands to receive 

multiple-fold of blessing from God. You cannot out-give 

God.  
 

God testified about David and described him as “a man 

after My own heart.” (Acts 13:22)  David would not take a 

step without seeking the face of God. He would ask the 

priest to bring the ephod—the oracular device to inquire 

direction from God. He would inquire of the Lord in prayer 

before taking any major decision in His kingdom. 

Although, he was the king and every decision he took in his 

kingdom was binding on his subjects, he surrendered the 

leadership of his kingdom to God Almighty in intense 

prayer. If you do not allow the transformation of Holy 

Spirit to lead you to God in the intense relationship of 

prayer at every point of decision making, it means you are 

still in the bondage of self-will where Satan tells you, “You 

do not need God’s help when you can do a certain things on 
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your own.” This is one of his deceits. The scripture declares 

that, “Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Creator of 

heaven and earth.” (Psalm 124:8) If you have ability to do 

a certain thing on your own, the divine ability of God will 

enhance you to do it better or even differently with a 

brilliant result. Whatever that is good needs prayer to 

makes it better.  Indeed the only enemy of better in our 

lives is our settling in our own power for the good instead 

of trusting in God’s power for the better. The scripture 

declared that only prayer can shift the mountains of our 

lives into the sea. If you fail to employ this available 

spiritual power or fail to tap into available God’s guidance, 

it means you are still operating in spiritual ignorance and at 

the same time under-utilizing the abundant grace of God, 

because the scripture says, “the steps of a good man are 

ordered by the Lord: and He delighteth in his way.” (Psalm 

37:23)   
 

For as we have many members in one body, but all the 
members do not have the same function, so we, being many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually members of one 
another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that 
is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 
proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our 
ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in 
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 
12:4-8) 

 

Perhaps you are wondering why we should be transformed. 

In the Old Testament temple, all the sacrifices offered unto 

the Lord were animals slaughtered and burnt on the Altar. 

The only thing that was remarkable about these offerings 

then was the blood sprinkled upon the altar and the sweet 

savor of the burnt flesh. God has declared that He is not 

interested in the burnt offering because there is another 
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more precious sacrifice that believers can offer. He is not 

also interested in the precious dollars that the whole world 

is looking for. The scripture revealed that, “Hath the Lord 

as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 

obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better 

than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.” (I 

Samuel 15:22) Beloved, you have the living sacrifice of 

your will and yourself to present unto the Father. If you 

offer the gift of your heart to God, you will not find it 

difficult to make your resources, the skills and abilities that 

God has blessed you with available unto Him. Only a 

believer with a transformed heart will see reasons to obey 

the commandments of God.  Jesus Christ presented his 

body as a living sacrifice. It was holy and acceptable. The 

people who had experienced salvation in the entire world 

are the living testimonial of its end result. The twelve 

apostles yielded to the leadership of Jesus Christ and 

became transformed. Christ duplicated Himself in them and 

they bear the banner of the truth throughout the entire 

world. Your righteous life style and character is the epistle 

of Jesus Christ that the world around you is reading. You 

are the sign that points to the hope of salvation. If you are 

not offering this living sacrifice of righteousness, by 

prevailing upon the besetting sins of the world, the people 

around you will not behold challenges that can bring about 

their own transformation. They will remain stagnant and 

continue to practice the same kind of evil and wickedness 

that their environment dictates.  

 

As the flower on a tree is waiting to be pollinated by the 

transformed butterflies as we discussed earlier, so also 

many people are waiting to be transformed by your 

transformed Christian life. Your transformation will surely 
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make a difference. Your transformation will trigger off and 

unlock the transformation of other people. You are the 

glorious city on a hill that the scripture says it cannot be 

hidden. You are the light of the world.  You are the 

assigned watchman over the sinners around you. Somebody 

is still roaming in the darkness waiting for your 

transformed light of the gospel to beam upon his life. If you 

fail to respond to the transformation that God intended for 

you, many people will die in their sins. He will not hold 

you guiltless and their blood will He require from you. 

“Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house 

of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give 

them warning from me. When I say unto the wicked, Thou 

shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor 

speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save 

his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but 

his blood will I require at thine hand.” (Ezekiel 3:17-18) I 

believe that God has endowed you with abundance of 

wisdom to make a righteous choice of separating yourself 

unto the Lord for the purpose of spiritual transformation. 
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           CHAPTER 

Spiritual 

Maturity Season 
 

Are you ready? Yes! Excitedly, most people always say 

‘Yes’ to this question. Usually, it is not the swift answer 

that determines the readiness of a Christian. The challenges 

in the journey and the way various intricacies of Christian’s 

complex life are handled will indicate readiness. Nothing is 

easily obtained on a platter of gold. In the vineyard of God, 

arrays of ordeal and spiritual curve balls that have to be 

overcome always mark the maturity season of a dynamic 

witness of Christ.  

 

Let us consider the life of an eagle. A mother eagle lays her 

eggs on the top of a very high structure. The nest is made of 

several twigs that are properly arranged together and 

anchored to the tree for stability. The interior of the nest is 

filled with fluffy materials for comfort of the bird and its 

offspring. There is a period of waiting on the eggs. She has 

to sit on the eggs most of the time to keep it constantly 

warm till they are hatched. Being a bird of prey, mother 

eagle would leave the eaglets in the nest and goes out to 

prey on little animals to feed the baby eagles. The eaglets 

would sit quietly in the comfort zone of their nest waiting 

for mama eagle to bring forth the prey. After a while, the 

eaglets begin to think that it is mama eagle’s job to bring in 

the bacon always. They never consider for once that it also 

their responsibility to fetch for themselves. As they are 

growing, feathers begin to cover their virtually naked baby 

bodies. Their beaks, now curved and strong, can easily tear 

5
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the flesh of the prey. Their claws are now well developed, 

strong and sharp. The span of their wing is considerable 

long and wide. With the inherent mother’s instinct, mama 

eagle could measure the strength of the wings of the eaglets 

whenever they scramble for food. She knows whether the 

eaglets are strong enough to fly.  Some eaglets would just 

lift off the nest facing the prevailing winds and begin to 

flap their wings. On the other hand some though obviously 

ready to fly, still sit tight in the nest.  

 

The mother knows they can fly but the eaglets are not sure 

of themselves. One day mother eagle wakes up and begins 

to scatter the nest. This is her way of telling the eaglets to 

use their wings. The eaglets would try to hold on to some 

of the twigs of their nest with their claw but it is no longer 

strong enough for their weight. They suddenly begin to 

freely fall from their previous lofty nest.  But then, in the 

midst of approaching death, and in desperation of doing 

something, all of a sudden their wings open. They began to 

glide in the air. With a little flap of their wings, they can 

maintain stability in the air. Mother eagle flies close to 

them. She watches the initial clumsy way the eaglets are 

flying. They do not have to be perfect one day but that was 

the beginning of their life as a bird of prey. In the process 

of flying, they will feel hungry. They will know that they 

need to fill their empty stomach with something. They will 

seek and search for small animals they can prey on. In their 

need for survival, the eaglets eventually develop the killer 

instincts of predator bird and in the process, they triumph 

as eagles. 

 

Laying an egg in the eagle’s giant nest was the beginning 

of its separation from its mother. The scripture commands 



Spiritual Maturity Season 

- 121 - 

 

that we must be born again. We have dealt extensively on 

this subject in the earlier chapter. Being born again means 

we must be transformed from the sinful worldliness to the 

righteousness and holiness that the kingdom of heaven 

demanded.  The newly hatched eaglets need constant 

feeding. There is no way the eaglets can grow without 

adequate nurturing. In the same way, the new babes in the 

Lord need spiritual nutrients for spiritual growth.  “… as 

newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you 

may grow thereby …” (I Peter 2:2) This is where the 

persistent spiritual nurturing activities of the ministers as 

well as the enlightened power of Holy Spirit comes into 

play. But the new born babe in the Lord cannot afford to 

remain baby that will always depend on milk forever. There 

will come a time that he or she will need to crack bones in 

order to live. 

 

The word of God is the food of the Spirit. The intake of 

food of the spirit develops the spiritual character needed for 

maturity. When the truth of spiritual blessing is revealed in 

the scripture, there should also be a desire for its 

fulfillment. A growing person in the Lord will desire the 

inward filling of the power of Holy Spirit. “If you then, 

being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 

how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask Him!” The promise of blessing for 

the righteous will trigger off the desire for righteousness. 

“The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and His ears 

are open to their cry. The face of the Lord is against those 

who do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the 

earth. The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears, and 

delivers them out of all their troubles. The Lord is near to 

those who have a broken heart, and saves such as have a 
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contrite spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but 

the Lord delivers him out of them all. (Psalm 34:15-19) 

 

A growing believer will develop spiritual character for 

obedience to God’s law as a principle of his belief in order 

to honor Him and also to partake in the blessing that is 

meant for the obedient children of God. “Now therefore, if 

you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then 

you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for 

all the earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of 

priests and a holy nation.”(Deuteronomy 19:5-6) 

 

A growing believer will develop the spiritual character of 

righteousness. It is one thing to read the word of God and 

possess a clear understanding of the precepts. It is a 

different ball game to be able to live by the precepts of the 

word of God. The word of God never leaves believers in 

darkness over this. It reveals, “How can a young man keep 

his way pure? By living according to your word.” (Psalm 

119:9) The ability to resist temptation and desire to practice 

righteousness regularly may not be all that easy but it is 

required for any Christian who desire to grow spiritually. 

“Nevertheless, the righteous will hold to their ways, and 

those with clean hands will grow stronger.” (Job 17:9) 

“The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow 

like a cedar of Lebanon; planted in the house of the Lord, 

they will flourish in the courts of our God. They will still 

bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green,” 

(Psalm 92:12-14) 

  

Prayer is one of the believers' ministries. It is the 

instrument of office of the believers. It is the medium by 

which believers speak to God after He must have spoken to 
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them in the volume of His wealth of wisdom from the 

scripture. Prayer provides the believers with the grace to 

have intimacy with the Heavenly Father with the out-

pouring of our hearts. Prayer links you to the Throne of 

God. In our time, telephone, text message, facsimile device 

and e-mail had been our means of communicating to each 

other. One of the sure ways of communicating to God is 

through our prayer. All the great servants of Most High 

God that were mentioned in the Bible have something in 

common—prayer. With prayer they could touch the heart 

of the Father concerning any issue in their ministries. They 

petitioned fervently to God in prayer, they sought His face 

for divine intervention and direction. When the fervent 

prayer of the righteous is offered in the atmosphere of 

holiness, none of their petitions will fall to the ground.  

Borrowing from the admonition of Paul to Timothy, he 

said, “Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to 

them, so that everyone may see your progress. (I Timothy 

4:15) Prayer was expected to be an integral part of a 

growing ministry of Timothy. A growing believer must be 

diligent in prayer as well as in holiness. This will enhance 

evidence of your growth that will be obvious to the people 

for the glory of God. 

 

Witnesses of Christ are called, prepared and sent forth 

according to the bidding of God.  Ensure that you are 

chosen of the Lord to serve in the vine yard of God. There 

must be a clear cut calling and ministry. The calling must 

be clearly defined. A servant can be called specifically like 

Jeremiah and Ezekiel. “Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I 

ordained you a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5) 

Then He said to me: “Son of man, go to the house of Israel 
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and speak with My words to them. For you are not sent to a 

people of unfamiliar speech and of hard language, but to 

the house of Israel.” (Ezekiel 3:4-5) There can be general 

calling involving all believers like the Great Commission. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 

that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age. Amen.” (Matthew 28:19-20) The 

calling must be distinct and unmistakable. This is necessary 

because there will be a crossroad in your life that assurance 

that you are a truly chosen man of God will be the only 

point that you will take to the Lord in prayer. At any point 

in time you are experiencing the storm in your ministry and 

it seems the foundation of your ministry is shaking, go back 

to your Source—the Lord God who called you. With prayer 

and fasting plead before Him to intervene in the ministry 

and uphold it. He will swiftly intervene with His divine 

solution. 
 

A witness is a minister of Jesus Christ, a spokesman of God 

and a voice of blessing or judgment upon the people. The 

anointing of God may be resident in the person’s life and 

yet he may not know that he is ready. He might have 

obtained several degrees in theology in Seminary College, 

it is still not indicative that he is ready. Regardless of being 

a theologian he might not recognize himself as a man of 

God until he enters into the stardom of his priesthood. After 

being introduced to the congregation he was now left alone 

on the pulpit to face so many probing eyes. I mean real 

people that are waiting for divine touch of Heavenly Father. 

I mean spiritually hungry and thirsty people that are 

depending on him to feed them with the word of God. 
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Perhaps he’s nervous and his knuckles are shaking as a 

result of stage-fright that characterized the new ministers. 

Well, that is the least of the obstacles he has to overcome. 

Certainly the word of God will be echoing in his ear at that 

moment, “Do not be afraid! Be of good courage!”  The 

people will continue in their gazing at him. Among the 

crowd are the sorrowful people that are expecting comfort 

through the word of God. In the crowd are the angry people 

that need a new focus of peace through spiritual 

transformation. The homes of some in the crowd are on the 

verge of breaking down. It is the word from the mouth of 

the man of God that will come to the rescue. In the crowd 

are the sick people that expect the minister to take them to 

the new level of faith in order to receive their healing 

breakthrough.  

 

There are people in the crowd that have already sized the 

minister up with their probing eyes, and perhaps written 

him off as nothing. The truth you have to bear in mind is 

that some of the people do not like you at all. Yes, you did 

not offend them. If all people love you and embrace your 

message, then note that there is something strange and 

wrong. Few people loved Jesus Christ your Master. 

Although, He healed their sick, met their physical needs as 

well as their spiritual needs, yet they still had their narrow 

minded reasons to call Him horrible names. Why do you 

think they will treat you differently? And yet some are 

excited and ready to receive as God is about to give from 

His wealth of wisdom through you, the new minister.  

 

Although it is not the outward personal appearance of the 

minister that matters especially when he is moderately okay 

in outlook, but it counts at times depending on the 
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community of the ministration. Neither is his yet unknown 

personality that is important to the people. Some may even 

be too excited to see visiting minister.  On your part as a 

young minister, there could be mistakes and flaws which 

always associate with spiritual growth. These are the rough 

edges of your life that our Merciful God is going to make 

smooth in order to perfect His glory in the midst of His 

people. Like the eaglet that opens its wings not knowing 

that it can glide in the air, the only thing the minister needs 

to do is to open his mouth and the Faithful Father will 

speak through him powerfully to His people. The way God 

uses you to bless His people will be indicative of the state 

of your readiness. From that moment your confidence will 

begin to build, not upon your ability but rather upon the 

divine ability of God that is manifesting His grace through 

you. 

And when he had called unto him his twelve 

disciples, he gave them power against unclean 

spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of 

sickness and all manner of disease.  (Matthew 

10:1) 

 
And these signs shall follow them that believe; In 

my name shall they cast out devils; they shall 

speak with new tongues; They shall take up 

serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall 

not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and 

they shall recover. (Mark 16:17-18) 

 

This day was different from the other days in the ministry 

of Jesus Christ. For some time now the disciples have been 

watching the Master in the mission of mercy. They have 

been watching His spiritual preparation for each day in 

terms of waking up early in the morning to commune with 
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his Father in Heaven in prayer. They have been listening to 

His divine utterances that always come forth with boldness 

and authority. They have witnessed uncountable miracles. 

But at this moment, it was as if the Master Jesus Christ was 

telling the disciples, “Enough of being spectators, it is time 

for you to be spectacular. It is time to put into practice what 

you have seen me doing in your presence.” Brethren, you 

will notice some similarity between the relationship of the 

mother eagle and the eaglets when you compare this 

scenario with the relationship of Jesus Christ and His 

disciples. Some of the disciples, like the clueless eaglets, 

were stark illiterate fishermen. They were in their comfort 

zones by the side of Jesus Christ watching Him in action 

every day. They knew about the prayer ministry of the 

Master but some still slept when the Master demanded that 

they should watch and pray with Him in Gethsemane. They 

beheld the result of the power of word from the utterance of 

the Master. But it never occurred to them to mimic the 

spiritual activities of their Master.  

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ did not have to kick the disciples out 

in order to test run their spiritual abilities the way mother 

eagle scattered the nest in order to force the eaglets to fly. 

Jesus Christ did something different.  He sent the disciples 

out two by two.  He did not just send them out without 

equipping them. Our Lord Jesus knew that hopelessness 

had characterized humanity since after the fall of man in 

Eden. Man had since then been encumbered with all kinds 

of problems and sicknesses. Most of these problems were 

not physical and the affected people did not have clue on 

how to solve them. Some were under severe spiritual 

attacks. Some were under generational curses. Some of the 

people were chained down in the fetters of enemy. These 



Crises of the Cross  

- 128 - 

 

spiritually incapacitated people were in need of 

deliverance. For these reasons, Jesus empowered the 

disciples with anointing which is the instrument of their 

spiritual office to heal all manners of sickness and cast out 

unclean spirits. 

 

Being sure of these divine powers in the store house of 

God, the minister of the gospel must go in the confidence 

of the word of God to fervently seek the face of God for the 

manifestation of anointing power of Holy Spirit to meet the 

needs of the people in his ministry. He must ensure that 

every grace of his ministration is an opportunity of God’s 

divine intervention in the midst of the congregation. He 

must not dip his hands into anything that can hinder his 

prayers from being answered. When holiness mingled with 

righteous standing in the ministry of a faithful servant of 

God, he will experience the touch of Heaven—the bliss of 

joyful fellowship in the presence of the Heavenly Father.  

In that realm of the Spirit there is no limit to the blessing 

that God can bestow upon His servant.  

 

Jesus charged the disciples to go out with nothing, not even 

with food or excess raiment.  We may be tempted to 

wonder why? That was the practicality of the mercy and 

wisdom of God at work. If they had gone out with abundant 

of provision, their dependency should have been in the 

provision and not in the Provider. If they had gone out in 

the confidence of their higher education in theology they 

received in the seminary, their dependency should have 

been in their intellectual abilities. Personal development in 

education and understanding the word of God is of the 

utmost importance.  We are commanded in the Bible to 

study to show ourselves approved workmen.  Regardless of 
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their studies and learning from the Master, the apostles 

depended totally on Jesus for their sustenance and 

excellence in their assignments. Because they did not act 

out of their own power, the messages of the messengers 

reflected the thought of the Master. That was why the 

outcome of their efforts lined up with the desired 

expectation of the Master. You can behold consistency in 

the accounts of the disciples in the four synoptic Gospels of 

Jesus Christ. The presence of God was with them, 

therefore, their needs and how those needs—spiritual and 

physical—were met was entirely in the hand of Heavenly 

God. Secondly, God loaded them with divine power and 

blessing because it was also His intention to use the 

disciples as an avenue of blessing to anybody that 

ministered to them. For anybody that received them and 

blessed them, the divine blessing of the disciples will be 

extended to the person’s household who received them.  

 

The disciples remained consistent in the pathway of 

righteousness.  For this reason, the goodness and mercy of 

God followed them in their ministry. God ordained the 

mission and He also ordained the outcome. For this reason 

various miracles manifested in their ministries. The 

ministers, the witnesses, the evangelists, the prayer 

warriors, the prophets and all that were redeemed by the 

blood of Jesus Christ are the instruments in the hands of 

God preordained from the beginning of creation to partake 

in the already ordained harvest of salvation of mankind.  

 

A true witness must be credible. His integrity and character 

trait must be unquestionable. A liar cannot be admitted into 

the witness box in the secular court of law to testify to a 

case under an oath. Any element of lie detected in his 
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statement, character or lifestyle will punch a hole in his 

testimony. Transparency in character and in the mission of 

a witness must be outstanding. His diligence in the service 

must be excellent. It is very easy for people to deduce that 

one is doing a certain thing with an ulterior motive. But 

when selflessness is glaring in the mission of a witness, 

even if people around you fail to understand it, the Lord 

who appointed you for the mission knows the intent of your 

heart. A witness has one single mission—his heart desire is 

that people may believe the true message of God that he 

brought.  

 

The efficacy of a witness of Christ is not measured by their 

eloquence and fluency of speech. Oratorical speech may be 

sweet to the ear but may not necessarily imprint truth upon 

the heart of people. “And ye shall know the truth, and the 

truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32) A true witness of 

Jesus Christ may not necessarily be measured by the crowd 

he pulls. He is adjudged by the Heavenly Father and by the 

quality of believers he leads to the eternal Kingdom of 

God. In our society today, the most terrible people have 

followers. People that parade themselves nakedly have 

followers. Even the wanted criminals have unfortunate 

followers. Till today, some are still following wicked ways 

of Hitler that triggered off the Second World War. The 

followership of a servant of God may not necessarily be 

because of his popularity or fame. The true witness of 

Christ might not being heard of or recognized in his 

community but the trail he leaves wherever he goes and the 

mark of Christ in his life are vividly visible. It might appear 

to the minister that we are in world whereby you need some 

element of noise making or advertisement so that people 

may know that you are around. “For wherever the carcass 
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is, there the eagles will be gathered together.” (Matthew 

24:28) When the anointing of God is present upon a 

minister of the Gospel, God Himself will gather His own 

people to feast upon the anointing of His servant. The 

measure of a true witness includes the revelation of the 

truth he received from God. Truth generally always stands 

out distinctively to reflect that it proceeded from the 

Throne of Grace. It includes the lives of the people the 

servant of God touched that brought about spiritual 

transformation in their lives. It also includes the enduring 

fruit he bears through the power of God. I mean the 

enduring fruit of holiness and righteousness; the enduring 

fruit of the Spirit as explained in Galatians 5:22. “But the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.”  

 

A witness of Jesus Christ must have experienced the 

awesomeness of God’s power. He must have encountered 

Him through the revelation of His word. The disciples were 

with Jesus Christ for about three and half years. They 

learned under his divine authority. They beheld the power 

of heaven manifesting miracles on earth. They were taken 

through a series of experiences that permanently imprinted 

on their heart. Paul was not one of the twelve apostles that 

were with Jesus Christ in those three years. He was even in 

the opposite camp, for he was a Pharisee and a zealous 

persecutor of the Church. He was the one holding the 

clothes of the persecutors that were hurling stones upon 

Stephen until he died. In his quest to stamp out Christianity 

in the region, he was going to Damascus to widen the scope 

of his persecution when he encountered Jesus Christ in a 

broad day light vision. The divine light from above shone 

round about him and there he was appointed as an apostle 
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to the Gentiles. “… for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to 

bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of 

Israel. For I will show him how many things he must suffer 

for My name's sake." (Acts 9:15-16) Perhaps you are 

thinking that you did not see Jesus Christ like the disciples 

and you did not witness those great miracles. Or you are 

about to say that you did not encounter Jesus Christ like 

Paul and no specific sign marks your calling. Do not wait 

until you will hear a bang from heaven, and do not wait for 

the dazzling light before you begin to minister. You are 

better equipped today because you have the entire Bible at 

your disposal. Jesus said to Thomas, “because you have 

seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have 

not seen and yet have believed.” (John 20:29) God had 

revealed to you the principles of faith. The accounts of 

Jesus Christ in the Bible are true. They are as valid as eye-

witness accounts of the disciples, therefore believe the 

word of God by faith. And the Spirit of the Living God will 

confirm the revealed word of God in your heart and 

empower you for the mission.  

 

A witness is a man or woman high up there in the eyes of 

God. You are a living embodiment of holiness in your 

community. You are the brilliant example of a righteous 

individual for the glory of God. People look up to you for 

everything that is good and honorable because you 

represented the righteous King of Heaven. To the people 

around you, you are a standard by which everyone 

measures their relationship with God. A minister in United 

States recently opened his mouth too wide concerning the 

things of the world and was of the opinion that a president 

of a neighboring nation should be taken care of by the 

intelligent organization of United States. Apart from the 
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instant condemnation that his negative opinion received, 

media houses all over the world carried the news. Even the 

heathens were running their mouth concerning the 

disappointing and despicable words this minister uttered. 

Your words carry weight among people. People always 

demand to know your opinion about issues of life because 

of the glorious hands of Almighty God upon you. “Let your 

speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you 

may know how you ought to answer each one.” (Colossians 

4:6)  
 

A witness of Jesus Christ must be ready to put his life at 

stake to defend the truth. Even in civilized western world, 

every time a Christian embarks the journey of evangelism, 

he puts his life at risk. Apart from the risk associated with 

the traveling, he is at risk because he is operating in an 

unknown environment. He is sowing the seed of the gospel 

in the hostile ground. He is setting in motion a new order of 

holiness in an unholy world and establishing righteousness 

in an unrighteous territory. The spiritual connotation of this 

is that, he is unseating the territorial evil forces and 

spiritual princes of the land from their comfort zone. With 

the anointed power of Holy Spirit that accompanies the 

word of his mouth, he is uprooting the altar of darkness and 

trying vigorously to erect altar of of the Living God in the 

heart of the people. Do you think that enemy will just sit 

back and watch his kingdom dismantled? Satan does not 

ignore baby Christian. There is nothing called ‘small’ 

Christian to the enemy of salvation. He knows that the 

eaglet becomes an eagle.  The enemy wants to nib the 

growing Christian at the bud before he becomes a matured 

terror to the kingdom of darkness. The attack against his 

person may not be only spiritual. In some cases, there can 

as well be physical attack. A man who is still under strong 
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arms of flesh would think that believers are not obligated to 

go to distant lands to preach the gospel. But because the 

believer is divinely appointed for the mission, and there is 

an important task to be accomplished. He would no longer 

look at the difficulties that surround the mission. He is no 

longer weighed down nor perturbed by the risks that are 

associated with his calling. Rather, he is faithfully looking 

at Jesus Christ the author of life to fulfill his calling. He is 

focusing on the already declared victory of the mission. In 

a mission like this, heaven shines a spotlight upon God’s 

servant and becomes celebrity of the King of Glory. 
 

Being an ambassador of Christ, you bear the glory of God 

on your person. You cannot go to any place where the 

garment of honor of God on you can be dragged to the 

mud.  In 1979, a Christian recounted his embarrassment. 

He was a member of Campus Christian Union. A Social 

Student Union in the campus was showing a pornographic 

movie in the college hall. Being a student he thought he can 

watch any movie like any other student in the college 

auditorium. He went there and sat attentively watching the 

dirty movie. Another student spotted him and exclaimed. 

“Hi Guy! So, you too like to watch a movie like this? I 

thought you are a holy man. I did not know we are the 

same. You guys are bunch of hypocrites parading the 

campus with the gospel of Jesus Christ.” This Christian 

stood up and walked out of the auditorium in shame. 

Certainly, he must have settled this spiritual deficiency 

with God in repentance. But he had unwittingly given the 

unbelieving extrovert an opportunity to bring reproach to 

the name of the Lord because of his lack of self-control. 

Believers are expected to be blameless because their 

characters and conducts are the epistles that unbelieving 
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world are reading. “Do all things without grumbling or 

disputing; so that you will prove yourselves to be blameless 

and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst 

of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you 

appear as lights in the world.” (Philippians 2:14-15 NAS)  
 

Even if you are a young person, forget about your youth. At 

your tender age, just consider that you are a spiritual grown 

up person.  The glory of God overshadows your youth and 

you have to stand up and live like a grown up giant for our 

Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Your life style must reflect that of the person that knows 

God. You do not need to be told that you cannot afford to 

be an alcoholic. There are remarkable negative experiences 

of alcoholism in the scripture. Remember how the two 

daughters of Lot capitalized on the weakness of alcoholism 

of their father. They got him drunk and defiled him through 

incestuous affairs.  In their sinful conceptions they bore 

children through their father. The same weakness of 

alcoholism was the reason why Noah, an anointed servant 

of God, cursed Canaan the grandson of Ham. Ham found 

Noah naked after he got himself drunk. And the LORD 

spake unto Aaron, saying, Do not drink wine nor strong 

drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye go into the 

tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a 

statute forever throughout your generations: And that ye 

may put difference between holy and unholy, and between 

unclean and clean; And that ye may teach the children of 

Israel all the statutes which the LORD hath spoken unto 

them by the hand of Moses. (Leviticus 10:8-11) Your mind, 

the center of your consciousness is so precious to God to be 

carelessly subjected to the deadly and negative influence of 
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alcohol. If you are prone to getting drunk, how will you be 

able to counsel a person with the same problem in your 

congregation? Although the scripture did not command that 

we should not engage in smoking or addictive drugs.  Apart 

from the fact that these drugs are not vitamin rich, it only 

puts the person using the drugs into a temporary state of 

stupor and generally does not enhance the wellbeing of the 

person. Therefore it is expedient that as a leader in the 

Lord’s ministry, you need to understand that the way you 

carefully and honorably use your body is a gift in return to 

God showing your appreciation for the gift of your body.  

 

Living above the besetting sins amidst the alluring open 

temptations of adultery and fornication is a must for an 

ambassador of Christ. Many vibrant Christian ministries 

had been derailed by scandals involving catalogue of 

infidelities in the Christian fold. If care is not taken, it gets 

to a point where the bombardment of various sins 

desensitizes your mind and you begin to see sins as normal 

life practices. That is why you must guard yourself from 

the entangling sins. Keeping one’s hands away from the 

cookie jar of embezzlement in the household of faith is 

paramount. Christian activities will certainly involve 

various monetary transactions that the brethren in the fold 

placed in trust under your care. Let the mark of integrity in 

the Lord Jesus Christ guide you on how you manage it. Let 

your moderation be known unto all men. (Philippians 4:5) 

Staying clear to avoid the entanglement of the worldliness 

is necessary in order to retain your dynamic gift as a mouth 

piece of God in your community.  

 

All the eyes are on you. You are the epistle that the 

unbelievers around you are reading. The believers are also 
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reading you.  All people want to know whether you are 

truly living the Christian life you are admonishing them to 

live. They want to see the Christ you preach to them in 

your character and in your conduct. You are their model in 

appearance and they mirror their family lives from the 

righteous reflections they receive from you. Uncountable 

people that you do not know are watching you. Above all, 

the all-seeing eyes of God are on you.    

 

Therefore, knowing that you are in the service of the Lord, 

maintain your post in obedience. Be a true soldier by 

guarding your post jealously for the glory of God. Do lower 

your guard by exposing the secret of your calling to enemy 

like Samson. The covenant between you and God is not for 

public consumption. It is only the blessing of the anointing 

thereof that is meant for public consumption. Let the divine 

private instructions you received from the Throne of Grace 

at the beginning remain private between you and the 

Heavenly Father, Who had called you and endeavor to 

guard it jealously in holiness and righteousness with the 

heart of integrity.  

 

Saul the son of Kish was one of the servants in the Bible 

called and anointed by God over the household of God. The 

same God that hired him to be king over His people also 

fired him because of disobedience. Disobedience to God’s 

commandment can be instrumental to the rejection of a 

servant. “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings 

and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, 

to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than the fat of 

rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and 

stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have 

rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you 



Crises of the Cross  

- 138 - 

 

from being king." (I Samuel 15:22-23)  It is true that the 

mercy of God endures forever but no one should discount 

the fact that He is also a Consuming fire. Do not stray away 

outside the range of the mercy of God in your ministry. 

 

False ministers are unhired laborers that establish a fake 

ministry for themselves to fulfill ulterior motives and 

selfish purposes. These ministers are like ravenous wolves. 

They do not possess godly patience and humility to sit 

under the mentoring of appointed godly leaders. The false 

ministers depend on their own wisdom as in opposition to 

God’s wisdom. Anyone that pitches his or her tent with 

them will be deceived. There are many of them today that 

are deceiving the innocent ones. The scripture is very clear 

about them and warns us sternly to, “Beware of false 

prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but 

inwardly they are ravenous wolves.  You will know them by 

their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs 

from thistles?  Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, 

but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad 

fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 

fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.” 

(Matthew 7:15-20) The false ministers use quick and dirty 

diabolical powers to deceive people. They depend on 

psychological methods and illicit demonic power as against 

the standard of the word of God and the divine direction of 

Holy Spirit. They always convince their victims with 

stories of their past spiritual prowess instead of the fresh 

revelation of the word of God. They engage in all kinds of 

rituals that were not in line with the acceptable doctrinal 

standard of the scripture. They tactically set aside the 

doctrines of God. They withhold God’s truth from the flock 
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of God and pattern their ministration after philosophy and 

motivational speech to soothe the minds of the congregants. 

The sermon of the false prophets tends to satisfy the 

interest of the congregation but fails to address their 

deplorable spiritual lives according to the doctrine of the 

scripture and the will of God. As a result the flock under 

them lacks spiritual direction. The false prophets measure 

the growth of the congregation by the number of members 

in the congregation they deceptively enthralled instead of 

using the proper yardstick of truth and enduring fruit of the 

spirit. 

 

A witness of Christ does not have or maintain any ulterior 

motives. While he is expected to carry the congregation 

along in the Lord, he does not base the corporate decision 

of the ministry upon the pressure of the self-centered few. 

He carries along the brethren to operate in accordance to 

the Holy Spirit’s led agenda. Certainly the children of the 

Most High God are led by the Spirit of God. There are 

many instances where the Bible corroborates this principle. 

Every believer should know absolutely that Jesus Christ is 

in the center of the Christian ministry. He is in charge and 

He leads us through His invisible hands as our Head while 

also working behind the scenes of the missions He gives us. 

He orders our steps because He will not allow His children 

to operate in darkness. The steps of a good man are ordered 

by the Lord, and He delights in his way. (Psalm 37:23)  

 

There is no co-incidence in evangelism mission. Every 

event is a purposeful reason for the season. Every season is 

a season of salvation. Therefore speak the loving language 

of the gospel to the sinful world. Some will be sensitive to 

the persuasive power of the word of God and embrace 
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salvation. Listen to this. A minister came to our Office 

Christian fellowship one day to minister to us during our 

lunch break in the office. As he was ministering, he quoted 

a Bible passage, Daniel 10:5-7 which was completely not 

relevant to the topic he was teaching. He briefly made 

exegeses on the passage that it was Daniel’s vision of Jesus 

Christ’s visitation about 500 years before the birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in Bethlehem. And then he switched back 

to the topic he was ministering on before. He noticed the 

change in the countenance of the people he was ministering 

to but he did not understand why. After the program people 

came to him to ask further questions relating to the passage 

that he accidentally quoted. They all expressed that they 

were powerfully touched by his ministration especially the 

Bible quotation that was not relevant to the theme of his 

message. Later after the people had gone, the man of God 

said to me, “I did not know why I quoted the passage 

during the ministration, after all the passage did not have 

any bearing to the theme of the message.” To the man of 

God, the quotation was not relevant. But it was relevant to 

the Holy Spirit who quickened him to quote the passage 

and discuss its meaning with the people. And it was 

relevant to the people who had the opportunity to hear the 

revelation. I simply responded, “The Spirit of the Lord was 

in control. That was why the people were also blessed by 

the revelation.” And together we praise the name of the 

Lord for speaking to His people in His own way. After the 

fellowship, I went back to my Bible to do a detailed study 

on the passage to corroborate the revelation that we had 

during the ministration of the minister.  

 

God sent Jeremiah of old to the potter’s house in order to 

cause him to receive a message of repentance for the house 



Spiritual Maturity Season 

- 141 - 

 

of Israel. “The word which came to Jeremiah from the 

Lord, saying: "Arise and go down to the potter's house, and 

there I will cause you to hear My words.”(Jeremiah 18:1-

2) Jeremiah got to the potter’s house and met the potter 

molding a pot. The molding pot did not shape up very well. 

The potter remixed the clay and began to remold it to a 

brand new pot. That was the message of God to the whole 

Israel. The Spirit of God quickened in him and declared, 

“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?” 

says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so 

are you in My hand.” (Jeremiah 18:6)  

  
Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, 
"Arise and go toward the south along the road 
which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is 
desert. So he arose and went. And behold, a man 
of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under 
Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had 
charge of all her treasury, and had come to 
Jerusalem to worship, was returning. And sitting in 
his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. 
Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and 
overtake this chariot." (Acts 8:26-29) 

 

Perhaps Philip wanted to speak to people in Jerusalem that 

fateful day but the angel of the Lord directed him to go 

south towards Gaza. Like Jeremiah, Philip was used to the 

prompting of the Spirit now, and he did not have any 

reason to doubt. On his way he met the Minister of 

Finance—the Ethiopian eunuch of great authority in charge 

of treasury of the Queen. He was reading the book of Isaiah 

53:7-8 but he did not understand it. It is one thing to read a 

book but to understand it is another. This was the serious 

problem of this powerful man that brought about the divine 

intervention of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit quickened Philip 
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again to go near the man. He opened a line of 

communication with the man.  

 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.  

“How can I unless someone guides me?” The man replied.   

From there Philip took over to explain the prophecy of 

Isaiah about Jesus Christ to the powerful man of Ethiopia. 

God granted him a listening spirit and understanding heart. 

At the end, faith in the word of God was established in his 

heart. He believed the word and as they were passing by he 

saw a stream. The Ethiopian man said, “See, here is water. 

What hinders me from being baptized?” And he was 

baptized. Immediately after this, the Spirit of God took 

Philip away. Philip disappeared but the Ethiopian Eunuch 

went home rejoicing.      

 

And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of 
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 
"Come over to Macedonia and help us." Now after 
he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go 
to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called 
us to preach the gospel to them. (Acts 16:9-10) 

 

The trend of faithfulness of God remained the same in the 

ministry of Paul. From the beginning of his calling Paul 

was under the guidance of Holy Spirit. He recounted to the 

Jewish mobs who misconstrued Paul to be an Egyptian 

terrorist (Act 21:37-40) how the Lord Jesus Christ saved 

him and directed him in his mission. “Now it happened, 

when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the 

temple, that I was in a trance and saw Him saying to me, 

'Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will 

not receive your testimony concerning Me.' … Then He 

said to me, 'Depart, for I will send you far from here to the 

Gentiles.’” (Acts 22:17-18,21) Every opportunity, every 
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event whether peaceful or not was an opportunity for Paul 

to preach Christ crucified to the people. Through a vision, 

God guided him to the people of Macedonia. Even in the 

specific task of the Church, the Holy Spirit spoke clearly to 

appoint His ministers for specific mission. As they 

ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, 

“Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them.” (Acts 13:2) When Paul and the 

people with him suffered a ship-wreck, in his night vision, 

God encouraged him through an angel saying, “Do not be 

afraid, Paul, you must be brought before Ceasar; and 

indeed God has granted you all those who sail with you.” 

(Acts 27:24) It is still happening in our time. The mighty 

hand of the Living God is still moving in the midst of His 

people to guide them.  

 

I am putting across the same question to you again 

brethren. I am sure that you are now better equipped. You 

will be able to determine whether you are ready or not. 

“Are you ready for spiritual maturity?” Maturity season is 

indicative of preparedness of a Christian to allow the Holy 

Spirit to have His ways. It is a season of submission to the 

Heavenly God. It is a season of resignation to the highest 

authority. It is no longer about us anymore. It is all about 

Christ our Redeemer. It is His mission and we are the tools 

in his hands to accomplish the mission. It is not about our 

methods. It is His modality alone that will prevail in the 

mission of salvation. It is the season of comparing the pain 

and the weight of the Cross with the beauty and the weight 

of glory.  

 

God does not measure His success with the crooked 

yardstick of man. His triumphant victory is not measured 
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by the level of euphoria in a shout of joy. While the 

heavens were rejoicing that the salvation of mankind had 

been completed on the Cross of Calvary, the believers of 

His time were downcast in sorrow and tears because they 

measured failure in the mission of Jesus Christ by His 

death. They thought and concluded saying, if Jesus Christ 

can die, there was no hope left for them. Victory in a war is 

not determined by the number of casualties, rather it is 

determined by the accomplishment of the objective that 

brought about the war. Little did they know that, it was 

only through the death of Jesus Christ that the salvation of 

mankind can be made manifest. “Most assuredly, I say to 

you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, 

it remains alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain.” 

(John 12:24) They did not understand the ways of God. 

Categorically, the scripture said that the serpent shall bruise 

His heel. The righteous Judge said to the devil, “And I will 

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you 

shall bruise His heel.” (Genesis 3:15) The death of Jesus 

Christ on the Cross was the bruising of His heel by the 

devil. That was the limitation of Satan.  And the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the grave was the bruising 

of the head of the Serpent. That was the true triumphant 

victory! Satan is still bruising the heels of believers with 

pains and sorrowful situations, causing them to feel that 

they have failed. Among all the apostles of Jesus Christ, 

only John died naturally but not before being dipped in a 

pot of boiling oil and then exiled to a desert Island of 

Patmos. The rest were all murdered and maimed. Some 

were fed to the hungry wild animals. Some of them were 

thrown into the boiling oil alive.  Some were burnt alive. 

All these suffering amounted to bruising of the heels of the 
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believers. Satan can only bruise their heels. That is the 

crises of the Cross of all believers. But crushing the head of 

Satan is exclusively the true victory of our Savior over the 

archenemy of man.  

 

God did not take away the serpent and its associated venom 

that caused pain to the sinful Israelites in the wilderness. 

Instead He designed their salvation through the path of 

pain. He told Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a 

pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he 

looks at it, shall live.” (Numbers 21:8) The afflicted 

Israelites had to yield to God’s plan of salvation by fixing 

their gaze at the fiery bronze serpent on the pole even while 

experiencing excruciating pain from the snake’s poison. 

This is the reminiscent of the Cross upon which Jesus 

Christ died for our salvation. If the believers truly know 

their stand in the Lord, they need to understand that the 

head of Satan had been permanently crushed through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. The discomfort in the pathway 

of salvation only represents the bruising of Christians’ 

heels. And this is part of Christians’ maturity processes. 

Christ did not promise His disciples a rosy avenue to 

success. He told them, “These things I have spoken to you, 

that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 

world.” (John 16:33) Take a cue from this thought. The 

Lord will perfect our spiritual maturity in His wisdom.  
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        CHAPTER 

Winning the 

Battle of Mind 
 

Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are 
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, 
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, 
if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--
meditate on these things. The things which you learned and 
received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of 
peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:8-9) 

 

The atmosphere is contagious! There is pollution all 

around. The pollution consists of harmful particles and fine 

dust. The dust comes in various shapes, sizes and 

compositions. The visible ones are known as garbage. The 

invisible ones are fine dust that accommodates garbage 

related particles. The microscopic dust can be deadly 

because there are many living organisms subsisting within 

it. Some are deadly viruses. Some are bacteria or fungi that 

cause diseases. Toxic industrial gas also becomes 

undetectable when they blend easily with the air we all 

breathe.  Regardless of composition, pollution has the 

potential to be discomforting and even harmful to the body.  

It can have a smell or be odorless but it is always like an 

invading army of unseen things looking for an opportunity 

to harm the cells of the body.  
 

Mankind had been endowed with wisdom on how to 

manage most of these discomforting pollutions. Many of 

these means employed at getting rid of harmful dirt can be 

categorized as preventative.  One of these is constant 

6 
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washing of hands especially when one has come into 

contact with any objects in public spaces. Others include 

compliance with state and company safety regulations that 

reduce the production of pollution and control the general 

population’s exposure to them.  Those working in asbestos 

industries are required to always cover their mouths and 

noses with a mask. Doctors and nurses are required to wash 

their hands before they get in contact with patients. In the 

operating room, doctors and nurses protect the patient and 

themselves even more by covering their mouths to prevent 

inhalation or exhalation of any harmful bacteria. They also 

wear the gloves and even cover their clothing with 

disposable sterile garments to prevent further 

contamination. Perhaps we wonder why all these 

preventative measures are necessary. The basic reason is 

that any unclean and contaminated object, no matter how 

tiny it is, that gains access into the internal organs in the 

body of man is capable of causing destruction to the entire 

body.  
 

From these known physical realities we can now project to 

unknown spiritual pollutions that we often expose our 

minds to unabated. One important fact we have to bear in 

mind about pollution generally is that there are unseen 

destructive agents hiding within it looking for an 

opportunity to get inside of man in order to render havoc to 

his body. In the same way there are unseen demonic forces 

lurking within worldly systems emitting spiritual pollution 

and looking for opportunity to mess up with the 

immaculate mind of the children of God.  
 

A believer is a minister of words. He studies the word of 

God and he preaches the word to people. His stock in trade 

is the word. His singular precious commodity is the word 



Winning the Battle of Mind 

- 149 - 

 

of God. He trusts in the power of the word and through the 

word, God glorifies Himself in the life of the believer. 

Through the wealth of the wisdom of God in word, he 

brings forth the petitions of the saint before God in 

intercessory prayer. Through the wealth of the wisdom of 

the word of God, he counsels and encourages the people of 

God. He thrives in the blessing of the word and it is in the 

word of God he derives his strength. The Spirit of God in 

him empowers the word in the mouth of the servant of God 

to accomplish the divine purpose of God in his life. The 

secret of the power of a believer is the wealth of the 

wisdom of God that emanates from the Spirit of God that 

dwells in his unpolluted mind.  
 

You will now understand why the target of the evil spiritual 

pollution is always against the pure hearts of believers. The 

evil intent of demonic forces behind spiritual pollution is to 

cloud the spiritual vision of a believer. The spiritual 

pollution opens a believer to the alluring forces of 

temptation in order to erect the altar of distractions and 

doubt in the believers mind. It taints the spiritual life of the 

believer with sin in order to create a line of demarcation 

between him and the Living God. Remember the beautiful 

life of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden before Devil, 

the evil intruder, came in with a polluted discussion. With 

alluring temptation, the devil succeeded in polluting the 

mind of Eve with doubt and deceit. The entire human race 

continues to pay the terrible price of its consequences 

today. Satan did not have any good reason to tempt Jesus 

Christ when He was fasting for forty days and night 

seeking the face of God. No passage in the scripture that 

indicated that Jesus and Satan were engaged in any 

competition. The only singular reason for the enemy's 
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attack was to derail Jesus Christ spiritually. We thank God 

for the resounding victory that the Son of God had over the 

Satan. 
 

When the relationship of a believer with God become 

strained or severed, spiritual weakness will set in. 

Emotional instability that makes the heart of a believer to 

wander away while praying or reading the scripture instead 

of concentrating wholeheartedly in his spiritual 

responsibilities will set in. Alluring objects you expose 

your eyes to tend to send your mind to the wild wasteland 

of lust and its deadly sinful components. When a child of 

God gives in to temptation, it will lead him to drift away 

from the presence of God. When this happens, it gives 

Satan the right to initiate the believer’s disqualification 

from being ambassador of Christ on earth because he has 

allowed spiritual pollution to penetrate into his impeccable 

holy life.  
 

There are five senses in human beings. Man possesses 

ability to taste with his tongue.  He can touch or feel with 

his body. Man can see with his eyes and hear with his ears.  

Lastly, with our nose we can smell things. In the infinite 

wisdom of God, all these five senses are adequately 

protected against pollution. The tiny hairs in the nose 

prevent access of hazardous dust into our nostrils. The in-

built ear-wax inside the ear was there to trap dust or tiny 

insects and thereby prevent them from damaging the 

eardrum. The embodiment of man’s mouth parts that 

ranges from the teeth and its natural ability to close easily 

protects the tongue from yielding to wrong responses. The 

swift blinking of eyes easily prevents us from seeing wrong 

sight and the natural secretions of the eye protect it from 

chemical fumes. The skin of our body protects the delicates 
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organs of our bodies. All these protective devices manifest 

in the perfect creative wisdom of God in our body and all 

of them are speaking in a way to wise hearted people that 

we have responsibility to protect ourselves from all 

spiritual input that will allow spiritual intruders to have 

access into our minds.  
 

These five senses are also gateways of communication to 

our minds. Through these five senses, our environment can 

directly communicate to and affect our emotions. With our 

tongue we can taste and make great utterances. With our 

body we can feel and make bodily contact. Our eyes are the 

windows through which we see great sights both good and 

evil. Our ears for hearing and our nostrils organ provide a 

sense of smell. Interestingly, it has been said that the sense 

of smell provides the most direct trigger to memory of all 

the senses.  All the five senses of man provide and possess 

direct access to his center of consciousness. When they 

receive the wrong information, they can swing our 

emotions from their normal course of righteous stability 

and, in obedience to the intruder, tilt our emotions to make 

us yield to sinful decisions. The havoc rendered of the evil 

agent will continue as long as the intruder continues to 

reside in the mind of the person. Enemies have been 

capitalizing on the easy direct access to man’s emotion in 

order to torment him.  
 

Of all the senses however, our ears and eyes are two main 

senses through which our environment communicates to us. 

The type of fashion in vogue that we see around influences 

the way we dress. There is a good reason for describing the 

eyes as the window of the soul. The type of lens that is in a 

video camera is modeled on the eye of man. The way video 

camera records an image the same way the eyes of man 
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records image of an object or of a certain event. The way 

video plays back the recorded images are similar to the way 

our mind plays back the images it recorded at an earlier 

date. But beyond a video camera, the mind can do amazing 

things. Whatever image the eyes have seen, the mind can 

further process, manipulate and implement for righteous or 

sinful purposes. The length of time that the image of an 

object stays in the memory of man’s mind depends upon 

the number of times the person meditates upon the issue.  
 

There is not much difference with whatever man hears with 

his ears. The music we listen establishes and depends on 

the social circle we find ourselves. The type of discussion 

we engage in determines the righteous or worldly character 

we display. When a man listens to gossip about someone 

else, the man’s mind is capable of generating mental 

picture of the person in the discussion. He can even 

imagine the gesture of the person’s physical attitudes by the 

emphasis the gossiping partner places on his or her words 

when talking. Once this input is allowed through the input 

device of our ear, the mind will have no choice than to 

process the input in order to form opinion about the subject 

of their discussion. Since communication is two way 

traffics, the person that listens to gossip has reduced his 

personality, be it physical or spiritual, to the level of the 

tale teller. 
 

Judas Iscariot was one of the prominent disciples of Jesus 

Christ but unfortunately he committed suicide. When 

considering the opportunity he had to learn under Master 

Jesus, one would think that there should have been a better 

way to handle his life instead of yielding to the sin of 

betrayal. He allowed the polluted spirit of temptation to 

overwhelm his mind until he equated the value of his 
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Creator to thirty pieces of silver. Think about it, through 

betrayal Judas Iscariot sold his Master to the enemy for 

thirty pieces of silver.  The evil pollution clouded his mind 

and he could no longer think straight to consider the 

necessity of repentance of his sins. Instead, he embarked on 

the coward’s way out by committing suicide to cover the 

shame of his sinful shortcomings. That was the evidence of 

how his polluted mind processed the temptation that 

penetrated to his heart.  
 

Every input can generate output. The output of evil spiritual 

pollution manifests in destruction. Today, many people are 

committing spiritual suicide. They may not do it with noose 

in their neck like Judas Iscariot. They may not “ease” 

themselves out of life with the trigger of a gun or even 

jump off the cliff into their death. But they do damage to 

their destinies with the negative confession of their mouths. 

The words of our mouth possess power. Spiritual force is 

attached to it and the source of the word determines its 

effects. The spoken word is the product of the abundance of 

man’s heart. “… for out of the abundance of the heart the 

mouth speaketh. A good man out of the good treasure of the 

heart bringeth forth good things: and an evil man out of the 

evil treasure bringeth forth evil things.” (Matthew 12:34-35) 

If the abundance of the heart of man is not defiled, the 

words of our mouth will express the heartfelt 

praiseworthiness of Almighty God. It is this power in our 

words that moves the mighty hands of God to execute our 

favorable desires in our prayer.  
 

When we talk about prophesy is not only about predicting 

the future events. Among other things, prophecy is 

declaring by faith and authoritatively confessing the 

revealed truth of the word of God. One important truth 
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about the word of God is that, the logos is self-anointed. 

Every prophecy has a source. The prophets always issue 

prophetic utterance in accordance to the source of their 

spiritual revelation.  Holy Spirit is their source. The word 

of God was revealed through the Spirit of God to address a 

specific event at a certain time in the life of humanity. The 

day those spiritual statements were revealed, solution to the 

situation and subsequent similar situations was birthed by 

the power of God. That is why faith in the word of God is 

very important.  
 

We have so many powerful examples of these powerful 

confessions in the Bible. The scripture recognized the great 

difficulty before Zerubbabel, and challenged through the 

prophet of God, “Who art thou, O great mountain? before 

Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain.”(Zachariah 4:7) 

The Spirit of God knew the beginning of the foundation of 

the God’s Temple and all the struggles of Zerubbabel in his 

ministry. God used His prophet to prophesy an unusual 

encouragement and said, “The hands of Zerubbabel have 

laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish 

it; and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me 

unto you.” (Zachariah 4:9) Job in his anguish saw solution 

to his deplorable situation in the realm of the Spirit, he said, 

“For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall 

stand at the latter day upon the earth: And though after my 

skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see 

God: Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall 

behold, and not another; though my reins be consumed 

within me.” (Job 19:25-27) The scripture affirmed that 

these two characters mentioned above in the Bible 

eventually experienced uncommon victories they confessed 

with prophetic utterance of their mouths. 
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If only people know the power of tongue they will only use 

it to communicate blessing and never to make negative 

confession upon themselves. The Bible says, “Death and 

life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it 

shall eat the fruit thereof.” (Proverbs 18:21) “And the 

tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among 

our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on 

fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.” 

(James 4:5) Tongue may become a deadly input of enemy 

into a man’s life when whatever a man hears or sees in his 

environment controls his emotion and made him to open 

his mouth to make a negative confession against himself. 

Some sporadically make negative evil confessions against 

themselves saying, “I am doomed!” “I am finished!” “I can 

never make it!” and so on …  
 

Every word that proceeds out the mouth of man is 

programmed to accomplish a goal. The jesters structure 

their words to make people laugh. The quarrelsome people 

structure their utterances to make each other angry. 

Reconciliatory words proceeds out of the mouth of people 

that want to make peace with each other. There is language 

of diplomacy. There is language of love and there is 

language of war. The mouth a believer utters prayer to 

receive abundant blessing from God in the time of needs. If 

he utters negative confession upon himself, he therefore 

releases impulses of venomous poison from the in-depth of 

his heart like a wave into the spiritual realm. In this realm, 

the utterances will be processed and the resultant effect will 

re-emerge later and manifest upon him in the physical 

realm. When a person begins to reap what he has sown with 

his own self-inflicted negative utterances, one may wonder 

where the attack is coming from. He must have forgotten 
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that he shot his destiny in the foot in the spiritual realm 

with his negative confession. King David prayed, “Set a 

guard, O Lord, over my mouth; Keep watch over the door 

of my lips.” (Psalm 141:3) The same should be our prayer 

that God may set a guard over our mouths and keep a watch 

over the door of our lips so that we do not destroy our 

destinies with our mouths. Confess positively upon your 

situations. Ensure you do not pollute your destiny with 

negative, self-destructive evil utterances against yourself. 
 

Our body communicates to its environment and eyes are 

the receptive organs to the language of the body. Most of 

the time, body does not possess much good language to 

speak to people. Among in the list of language of the body 

are gestures of pride—secret pride when we pretend to be 

humble. It includes curse, dissension, rudeness and series 

of inappropriate exposure of body. This in turn 

communicates argument and disunity among brethren, 

slanderous utterances that lead to petty quarrelling, lust and 

seduction that lead to infidelities. It includes exposing self 

to the horrific scenes in the motion pictures, despicable 

deeds of the wicked, alluring and enticing activities of the 

worldly. If the eyes are insensitive or dead to the sinful 

communication of body, the seductive languages of the 

body will become useless.  
 

Freedom is wonderful. True freedom never entangles in 

chains and fetters. The children of God are free to operate 

within the parameters of His Law. Paul in his epistles to the 

brethren in Corinth said, “All things are lawful for me, but 

all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, 

but all things edify not.” (I Corinthians 10:23) In other 

words, Paul was saying that his freedom, whatever it may 

be, must be subjected to the law of God. Therefore freedom 
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does not include flagrant violation of the commandment of 

God as a result of pollution of idolatry. Idolatry is 

detestable. God abhors it and believers that subject 

themselves under the law of God are to abhor it also. 

Idolatry puts spiritual fetters upon unsuspecting believers 

who ignorantly delve into the abomination. Spiritual 

pollution can take place by direct physical contact.  

Therefore do not touch any object of the evil societies. 

There is no accord between light and darkness. This is 

mainly for preventing oneself from being unwittingly 

ensnared and initiated in to the evil covenant through the 

establishment of a point of contact with the evil objects. 

 

Our body communicates to its environment and eyes are 

the receptive organs to the language of the body. Most of 

the time, body does not possess much good language to 

speak to people. Among in the list of language of the body 

are gestures of pride—secret pride when we pretend to be 

humble. It includes curse, dissension, rudeness and series 

of inappropriate exposure of body. This in turn 

communicates argument and disunity among brethren, 

slanderous utterances that lead to petty quarrelling, lust and 

seduction that lead to infidelities. It includes exposing self 

to the horrific scenes in the motion pictures, despicable 

deeds of the wicked, alluring and enticing activities of the 

worldly. If the eyes are insensitive or dead to the sinful 

communication of body, the seductive languages of the 

body will become useless.  

 

Freedom is wonderful. True freedom never entangles in 

chains and fetters. The children of God are free to operate 

within the parameters of His Law. Paul in his epistles to the 

brethren in Corinth said, “All things are lawful for me, but 



Crises of the Cross  

- 158 - 

 

all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, 

but all things edify not.” (I Corinthians 10:23) In other 

words, Paul was saying that his freedom, whatever it may 

be, must be subjected to the law of God. Therefore freedom 

does not include flagrant violation of the commandment of 

God as a result of pollution of idolatry. Idolatry is 

detestable. God abhors it and believers that subject 

themselves under the law of God are to abhor it also. 

Idolatry puts spiritual fetters upon unsuspecting believers 

who ignorantly delve into the abomination. Spiritual 

pollution can take place by direct physical contact.  

Therefore do not touch any object of the evil societies. 

There is no accord between light and darkness. This is 

mainly for preventing oneself from being unwittingly 

ensnared and initiated in to the evil covenant through the 

establishment of a point of contact with the evil objects.   

 
Observe Israel after the flesh: Are not those who eat of the 
sacrifices partakers of the altar? What am I saying then? That 
an idol is anything, or what is offered to idols is anything? 
Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they 
sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to 
have fellowship with demons. You cannot drink the cup of the 
Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the Lord's 
table and of the table of demons. (I Corinthians 10:18-21) 

 

Do not participate in the meals that come from the altar of 

idol. Any food we take ministers to every cell of our body. 

God has provided abundant of food and nutrient for 

mankind. Additions from the temple of idol will only 

pollute the soul and bring forth ensnarement to the soul of 

believer. Remember, Satan does not give free gifts. If any 

particle of evil is resident in your body system, it could be a 

gateway for the demonic forces to penetrate in to your life 

and defile your soul. Your enemy Satan, is legalistic in his 
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approach. If the property of enemy is in your system the 

demonic agent attached to the property will be assigned to 

pursue you. Paul spoke clearly about this issue. You cannot 

afford a brief fellowship with demons. If you give it a 

minute, it may take over your eternity. You cannot drink 

from the cup of the Lord and also from the cup of demons. 

It does not correlate. It does not match. Light does not co-

exist with darkness. 
 

Above all, these five senses of man are the power of God 

that give man authority and power to rule over his body and 

over his environment. It is the output of the mind of godly 

person that dominates his environment. It is possible to 

prevent pollution from entering into your nose and mouth. 

You can easily wash away dirt of pollution that attached 

itself into your hand. Certainly man may not be able to 

prevent himself from hearing generally but he can choose 

what he wants to listen to. One may not necessarily be able 

to prevent himself from seeing but he can decide what he 

wants to see. Martin Luther (1483–1546)  says,’ “You can't 

stop a bird from flying over your head, but you can stop it 

from building a nest on it.” Therefore you should not allow 

the ridiculous situations in your environment to rule over 

your mind. You can choose the very type of food you want 

to eat. You can decide whatever object you want to touch 

because some spiritual pollution takes place at the point of 

physical contact. You must learn how to use your God 

given grace to prevail and control self to yield to the 

acceptable will of God. Do not expose your eyes to any 

sight that is disgusting to your spiritual mind. Do not allow 

worldly vision to contaminate and manipulate your mind 

against the blessed will of God. Do not expose your eyes to 

behold the despicable spiritual pollutions of the worldly. 
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You must take control over what you see so that it will not 

manipulate your mind to fall into sin. Do not listen to any 

discussion that does not measure up on the scale of 

righteousness. You must take control of what you hear so 

that it will not drag your heart into sin. Some become 

addicted to a certain behavior like drug addiction or 

alcoholism because they yielded themselves to it once. Yes 

they tried it once and it becomes permanent with them. You 

must take control over what you touch because some of the 

spiritual pollution manipulate victim into their evil 

covenant through touch.  
 

The first enemy you have to conquer in your environment 

is ‘self’.  Look at the word ‘flesh’ critically. You can spell 

‘self’ in ‘flesh.’ Living in the flesh is living to satisfy self. 

The sinful self in every man is selfish and self-centered. It 

loves worldly pleasure. It abhors any element of personal 

sacrifice and selflessness. When you deal with the self in 

you, and you subject it to holiness and righteousness of 

God, the strange ungodly forces in your environment will 

be restrained from having access to your mind. Perhaps you 

are wondering how you can deal with self. It is simple. Just 

subject the control of ‘self’ to the Lord’s hand. Before your 

eyes see the obscenity of the worldly and before your ear 

listens to malicious statements, since you are no longer in 

charge of self again, permission has to be sought from the 

Lord your true owner. Certainly the word of God will set a 

guard upon what we can see and hear as well as what we 

utter with our mouths.  
 

When divine control is in effect in the life of a believer, he 

or she will be tagged as ‘different.’ Please do not be 

perturbed by this because they are right in their 

observation.  Remember that God did not raise common 



Winning the Battle of Mind 

- 161 - 

 

children. He raised a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people. (1 Peter 2:9) 

The purpose of this is that, “ye should shew forth the 

praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 

marvellous light.” And because you are different you 

cannot be a worldly friend to the worldly people around 

you. You cannot pollute your royal garment in the mud of 

worldliness. You cannot participate in the evil festival of 

idolatry they practice. You cannot afford to go to evil 

places they always visit.  
 

During summer in the western world, you cannot miss the 

obscenity scenes. When some of the people in your 

environment are walking around half-naked, because you 

are different, you see the humid weather of summer as one 

of other four seasons of the year, and also as one of the 

mysteries of God in which God is to be honored. Although 

the weather is warm and humid, you show appreciation 

unto God by not participating in the show of shame of 

exposing your bosom. You simply cover the body properly 

and fashionably with light apparel so that your appearance 

may communicate the glory of God to others. The scripture 

says, “Let your moderation be known unto all men. The 

Lord is at hand.” (Philippians 4:5) All of a sudden people 

in your environment will see a different you. You will 

become their center of focus. It is not the light cloth that 

you wore that created the class difference between them 

and you. They can behold the glory of God manifesting 

humility and peaceful serenity in your countenance. They 

can see the joy of the Lord manifesting in the genuine smile 

you wear. Perhaps there are other inherent Christian virtues 

that manifest in your life concurrently that makes you their 

center of attraction. They will like to know why you are 
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different both in appearance, character and conduct. They 

may pretend as if they do not notice you initially but the 

truth is that they are envious of your godly life-style. But 

when godliness in you mingles with love of God that you 

demonstrate towards them, they will notice that you are not 

just modest alone about what you wear but also beautiful 

on the inside.  Some will out rightly say to you, “You are 

different, what is the secret? Then you will be able to tell 

them that Jesus Christ makes the difference. That is how 

we are challenged in the scripture to become a light in this 

world in order to overwhelm and transform the darkness 

around us into a brilliant light. 

 

Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt 
thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto 
their fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very 
courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to 
all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: 
turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou 
mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest. This book of the 
law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou 
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have 
good success. Have not I commanded thee? Be strong 
and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee 
whithersoever thou goest. (Joshua 1:6-9) 

 

Joshua was a faithful and diligent servant of Moses. He 

faithfully walked with Moses in his ministry. He had 

beheld the glory of God manifesting miracles in the 

ministry of Moses his master. He witnessed the miraculous 

judgment of God against the Egyptians.  He experienced 

the salvation of the first born of the Israelites when the 
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Angel of death passed over all the Israelites in the land of 

Goshen but destroyed the entire first born of Egyptians. He 

saw the Red Sea parted into two for the Israelites. He was 

the appointed captain to lead in the battle against the 

Amalekites. “And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose us out 

men, and go out, fight with Amalek: tomorrow I will stand 

on the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. So 

Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with 

Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of 

the hill.” (Exodus 17:9-10) Joshua was a faithful lieutenant 

mentored and nurtured spiritually in Moses’ humble walk 

with God.  He was at the mountain top with Moses, and 

maintained a close proximity with him when he was with 

God for forty days and night receiving the Ten 

Commandment. “And Moses rose up, and his minister 

Joshua: and Moses went up into the mount of God.”  

(Exodus 24:12-13) When Moses would meet with God in 

the tent of the Meeting, Joshua would hang around with 

Moses in the tent.  Joshua was one of the twelve leaders 

sent to spy the land of Canaan. Caleb the son of Jephunen 

and Joshua the son of Nun were the two that gave a 

minority but a faithful report that Israel could possess the 

land. At the appointed time after the death of Moses, God 

called Joshua to lead the Israelites to the Promised Land. 
 

Obviously the quality of a great leadership was not found 

wanting in the life of Joshua. He was a military commander 

under the leadership of Moses. He was a ready hand 

minister of Moses in his intimate ministry in the Lord’s 

vineyard. Expectation of a victorious ministry of Joshua 

was never in doubt, because God had assured him of His 

divine presence in his ministry. “There shall not any man 

be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life: as I was 
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with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor 

forsake thee.” (Joshua 1:6) But there is one battle he must 

win to be victorious in his ministry—it is the battle of his 

mind.  That was why God emphasized this in the calling of 

Joshua.  
 

When God admonished Joshua to be strong and be of good 

courage, He was not asking him to engage in physical 

exercise in order to develop strong and powerful muscles. 

Definitely it was not push-up exercise in the morning and 

certainly not a mile jugging exercise to keep his physical 

body strong. Rather the Lord was admonishing him to 

develop the spiritual strength of his mind. Strength and 

good courage are spiritual attributes of godly minded 

leaders. Only the strong and courageous minded people 

will defy the alluring advances of worldliness and choose 

to read and enlighten the mind in the wisdom of the word 

of God. If you are not a spiritually strong and courageous 

person, you will not be able to put God in position of 

preeminence in your life. You will not even able to pray or 

exhibit your ambassadorial calling in the Lord. It is only 

the strong and courageous minded people will choose to 

obey God’s precepts instead of following the philosophy 

and wisdom of man. Only the spiritually strong and 

courageous minded people can focus on the law of God and 

not yield to the worldly pressure of compromise. Only the 

strong minded will apply the precept of the wisdom of God 

in his daily activities.  Only the courageous minded people 

will choose to be righteous and live a sanctified life. It 

takes a strong and courageous minded person to operate 

under the fear God and obey His commandments. That was 

why God gave him the spiritual counsel on how he can 

develop his mind, “This book of the law shall not depart 
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out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 

night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that 

is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 

prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” 

(Joshua 1:8) 
 

If a man is not strong and courageous in mind, he will not 

be able to walk into his glorious destiny.  Joseph, an 

upright and courageous servant of God vehemently rejected 

the evil advances of the wife of Potiphar, his master who 

attempted to lure him into sinful relationship. He said, 

“There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he 

kept back anything from me but thee, because thou art his 

wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin 

against God?”  (Genesis 39:9) Although Potiphar relied 

only on the untrue statement of his unfaithful wife, he 

ignorantly and erroneously casted Joseph into prison for 

unverified allegation of infidelity against his wife.  

However the mercy of God prevailed. The Lord defended 

his righteousness in the life of His servant. Miraculously, 

from the dungeon of prison experience, Joseph walked into 

his destiny in the palace of Pharaoh. He became the Prime 

Minister of Pharaoh in Egypt. 
 

It takes a strong and courageous minded Joshua to exhibit 

righteous judgment and fairness in dividing the inheritance 

of the Lord’s people in the Promised Land. His strong 

mindedness and uncompromising character made him to 

leave a parting word with the twelve tribes of Israel, saying, 

“Now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity 

and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers 

served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and 

serve ye the LORD. And if it seem evil unto you to serve the 
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LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether 

the gods which your fathers served that were on the other 

side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land 

ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the 

LORD.” (Joshua 24:14-15) 
 

A spiritually strong and courageous person will not walk in 

the counsel of the ungodly, will not stand in the way of 

sinners and would not sit in the seat of the scornful; instead 

he delights in the law of God and meditates in His word 

day and night.  The scripture says, “And he shall be like a 

tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his 

fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and 

whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” (Psalm 1:3) Every 

believer that can sum up courage to win the battle of mind 

will find a glorious end and according to God’s word.   
 

Naturally man responds to his environment in a complex 

manner according to the strength of communication of his 

environment and the power of his environment’s influence 

over him. If you want to win the battle of mind, we have to 

live above the entangling crisis of our environment and 

allow the word of God to set a guard upon the inputs of our 

minds. Paul says in Romans 8:6-8, "For to be carnally 

minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and 

peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for 

it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So 

then they that are in the flesh cannot please God."  Let 

everything that enter your mind be filtered with the word of 

God.  
 

The precept is clear and simple. Let us go over Philippians 

4:8 again and pay attention to details. “Whatever things are 

true … The word of God is true and it is the manual of life. 
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God commanded Joshua, “This Book of the Law shall not 

depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day 

and night, that you may observe to do according to all that 

is written in it. For then you will make your way 

prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 

1:8) Like Joshua, meditate upon the same word. 
  

… whatever things are noble … The faith of the patriarch 

fathers was noble. They were all listed in the spiritual hall 

of faith in Hebrew chapter 11. The obedience of the 

prophets was noble. They stood as intermediaries between 

God and man to reveal the mind of God to His people. 

They sounded the note of warning to the people of God 

about their sinful life and the consequences thereof. They 

were the voice of blessing to the people of God and voice 

of judgment to the enemies of God. The diligence of the 

disciples of Jesus Christ was noble. Diligently they 

disseminated the gospel of Jesus Christ to nooks and 

crannies all over the world. The intense persecutions of 

their time could not stop them. Feed your mind with all 

these things!  
 

… whatever things are just … The judgment of the sin in 

accordance to the word of God is just, but the mercy of 

God endures forever. King David, an adulterer and a 

murderer, who took over the wife of his faithful soldier, 

Uriah and later arranged to have him killed in the battle 

field.  He received mercy from God when he repented of 

his sins and asked God for forgiveness. No one can fathom 

the mystery of the mercy of God. Reflect upon this always 

in order to deeply appreciate the mystery of the mercy of 

God that brought sinners to the marvelous light of Jesus 

Christ.  
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… whatever things are pure …  The redemptive blood of 

Jesus Christ is pure. His blood contains the DNA of Holy 

Spirit and of man. Although He was born and raised by 

sinful man but His precious blood was not contaminated in 

any form with the sin of man. Incredible! Jesus Christ is the 

embodiment of righteousness and holiness. That was why 

His blood was so powerful to redeem any type of sin of 

mankind. Think about this!  
 

… whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good 

report … Heaven is lovely. Prophet Isaiah, Ezekiel and 

Apostle John visited the place in the realm of the spirit. 

They gave account that the streets of heaven are made of 

transparent gold. John revealed that foundations of the city 

wall of the New Jerusalem were decorated with twelve 

precious stones. (Revelation 21:19-23) He said the city 

does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the 

glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. They 

beheld the beauty of the Throne of God. They gave a 

beautiful account of His holy presence. They beheld the 

glimpse of glory and they attended the angelic concerts in 

heaven praising God, saying "Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 

Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" They watched 

with adoration as humility blended with holiness when the 

twenty-four elders clothed with white robe set aside their 

crowns and bow down before the Heavenly Throne to 

worship God. They heard the sound of the voice of God. 

Ezekiel reported that “His voice was like the sound of many 

waters; and the earth shone with His glory.” (Ezekiel 43:2) 

You will agree with me that the loveliness of heaven as 

well as the good report of the saints about the glimpse of 

the Heavenly Throne worth longing for. Therefore think on 

these lovely things. 
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… if there is any virtue and if there is anything 

praiseworthy … Holiness is virtuous. There is virtue in 

exhibiting God pleasing faith. There is virtue in praying 

until there is a breakthrough like Daniel. There is virtue in 

the tears of Jeremiah because he desired that Israel might 

return to their first love. There is virtue in the selfless 

service of Paul who counted all things but loss for the 

excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus. (Philippians 

3:8) That was why he took the message of the gospel with 

zeal to the Gentiles and he wrote about two-thirds of the 

New Testament account.  There is virtue in the desire of 

David to be in the presence of the Lord always. “I would 

rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell 

in the tents of wickedness.” (Psalm 84:10) Let the virtuous 

thing and praiseworthy issues occupy your mind. When 

you saturate your mind with truth which is the word of 

God, and you consider the life of the noble men of God in 

the Bible, you are making your mind conducive for divine 

visitation. When you think about things that are pure and 

you reflect upon the righteousness of God, you are 

patterning your life to mimic the holiness of God. If the 

eyes of your mind are set upon the things in heaven above 

and you live a virtuous life, your ways of life will reflect 

that of Christ.  Worldliness will not be able to have a foot 

hold in your mind. This is how you can win the battle of 

mind. This is how you can frustrate and prevent the 

spiritual pollution from creeping in to your mind to 

paralyze and chain it down into eternal bondage. This is the 

secret of your victory. 
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       CHAPTER 

The Harvest of Glory 
 

 
 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and 
healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 
But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with 
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, 
like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, 
"The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 
Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 
His harvest." (Matthew 9:35-38) 
 
After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also,* and 
sent them two by two before His face into every city and place 
where He Himself was about to go. Then He said to them, 
"The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few; therefore 
pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His 
harvest. Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs among 
wolves. Carry neither money bag, knapsack, nor sandals; and 
greet no one along the road. But whatever house you enter, 
first say, 'Peace to this house.' And if a son of peace is there, 
your peace will rest on it; if not, it will return to you. And remain 
in the same house, eating and drinking such things as they 
give, for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not go from 
house to house. Whatever city you enter, and they receive 
you, eat such things as are set before you. And heal the sick 
there, and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to 
you. (Luke 10:1-9) 

 

I always remember the Pinky and the Brain characters in 

Animaniacs Cartoon Show by their popular statement. The 

Brain would ask Pinky, “Are you pondering what I’m 

pondering?” Pinky would answer, “I think so, Brain, but if 

the plural of mouse is mice, wouldn't the plural of spouse 

7
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be spice?”2 In the TV Cartoon show, Brain wanted to take 

over the world. He planned and schemed towards this goal, 

but Pinky was not intelligent enough, and did not have 

detailed idea of what Brain was doing as they were not 

operating at the same frequency of wisdom. Regardless of 

the extensive analysis of Brain, Pinky did not always get it. 

Although Pinky always did his best to help Brain according 

to the limitation of his understanding but there is always a 

shortcoming. In the end when Brain would about to 

accomplish his goal, because Pinky was not intelligent 

enough to help Brian at crucial level to do the right thing at 

the right time, the objectives of the Brain always ended up 

unachieved. 

 

Jesus seemed to be asking the disciples, “Can you see what 

I am seeing?” Our Lord was beholding the glory of God 

afar off among the disease infested people. He was 

beholding the beauty of God in the life of weary and 

afflicted multitude of souls. He could perceive the glory of 

God through their gloomy countenance and the heavy 

burdens upon their souls. He could see the light at the end 

of the tunnel in the lives of their generations. The people 

did not know how to get to their destinations that were so 

glorious, but the merciful Lord understood the way and 

indeed He is the Way. The veils of sin covered the eyes of 

the people and they were scattered by circumstances, 

pummeled by problems of this world. They were 

bamboozled by the enemy of salvation and they were 

roaming about in the world of unrighteousness like sheep 

without shepherd. “These people need help,” Jesus Christ 

seemed to be saying. They need someone that truly loved 

 
2 Pinky and Brain Memorable Quotes 

(http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112123/quotes) 
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them. He meant someone that can exhibit true tender loving 

care. He was thinking of someone that can stand in the gap 

for them. He was suggesting someone that will see and 

understand from the merciful eyes of God. He is talking of 

someone that will be prompted by compassion upon the 

sinful multitude and is determined to pilot them to the God 

intended destination for their lives. There is no way a man 

can behold the harvest of glory except he sees the world 

around him with the spiritual eyes of merciful God, feels 

compassion for the sinners like Jesus did and determine to 

render a sacrificial services to help the people out of their 

doldrums.  
 

Brethren, let us pay attention to details when considering 

the allegorical statement of Jesus Christ. Jesus did not 

advocate prayer for the planter of the seed because He, 

Himself, is the Seed of the woman. (Genesis 3:15) He was 

the precious sacrifice of our salvation. Every bountiful 

harvest deserves a big storage facility. But Jesus Christ did 

not request prayer for storage facility, because He had 

taken care of that issue. “In My Father's house are many 

mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you.” (John 14:2) But Jesus advocated 

prayer for God to provide the harvester, because that is the 

easiest part. It may not be all that easy to plant. Storage 

facility may pose a big threat, but people always love to 

harvest. In this case God is calling the potential harvest 

laborers to come and partake in the harvest of glory.  

 

Perhaps you have not got it. Satan, the archenemy of man, 

who was described as the seal of perfection, full of wisdom 

and perfect in beauty, an anointed cherub that covers, who 

walk among the fiery stone in the holy mountain of God 



Crises of the Cross  

- 174 - 

 

(Ezekiel 28:12-19) dealt a devastating blow upon humanity 

in the Garden of Eden. He brought humankind to his its 

knees defeated. He lured them deep into sin through deceit, 

and robbed the first family and all their offspring of their 

dominion mandate. Since then the enemy took charge of 

the affairs of the entire world Jesus Christ, through the eyes 

of the Spirit was able to see the beauty of God even in this 

ugly world. Without the Spirit of God in us, all we can see 

around us is the ugliness of the world of sin 
 

Jesus Christ the Son of God set aside His awesome 

heavenly glory in order to reverse the fundamental 

wickedness that Satan had perpetrated against humanity 

and rescue mankind from the fetters of enemy. Jesus Christ 

was born of a woman, lived in holiness and godly 

perfection within the culture of sinful people. He triumphed 

over all the entanglement of sin of this world to bear the 

banner of our salvation. He defied the pain and pang of the 

Cross and was victorious over death in His resurrection in 

order to reach out to man in the compassionate love of God. 

He made the sinful men that were regarded as symbols of 

weakness, to be his partners from the beginning of His 

ministry.  He molded, shaped and transformed them 

spiritually. He empowered them with the power of Holy 

Spirit to reflect His glory. In the fellowship of His love, He 

called man His friends and He invited them to partake in 

the finished work of the Cross. 
 

What qualifies a believer to be a laborer, a harvester in the 

vineyard of God? First of all there are no significant 

physical differences in outward appearance of a believer 

and unbeliever. The unbelievers are not qualified for this 

glorious calling because they are yet to embrace salvation 

through Jesus Christ the Son of God. As a result, they do 
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not have what it takes to be a magnificent instrument in the 

hand of God. Believers are spiritually transformed when 

they embrace salvation. The blood of Jesus Christ that was 

shed for them on the Cross made the difference. In 

addition, Christ mindedness and Christ-like character that 

comprise the consecrated life separates believers from the 

unbelievers.  By His power they are qualified as the 

precious instruments in the hands of God.  They are 

inducted into the vineyard of God by the redemptive blood 

of Jesus Christ. Furthermore, the blood of Jesus paved way 

to receive the anointing of the Holy Spirit and from 

partnership with Him we were equipped with the spiritual 

sickles with which to harvest ripe souls.  By His Power, we 

could stand in the gap for the unbelievers that are still in the 

fetters of the enemy and faithfully declare the message of 

salvation. “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by 

the word of God.” (Romans 10:17) The Holy Spirit will 

take over from that moment and power of deliverance will 

take place in the lives of the spiritually oppressed people. 

Their eyes of understanding will be enlightened. The veil of 

sin that had beclouded their vision will be removed. Their 

sickness, be it spiritual, physical or emotional will be 

healed. For the first time they will experience the true 

freedom. When the burdens of their sins are lifted off and 

their eyes of understanding are opened, the glory of God 

will be manifested through their lives. That is the harvest of 

glory! For every single soul wrested from the hand of 

Satan, angels in heaven are rejoicing.  
 

We should always remember that it is the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit that breaks the yoke. None of the spiritual 

victories are attributable to the efforts of the believers. “I 

am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not 
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give to another, neither my praise to graven images.” 

(Isaiah 42:8) In fact, they were only a tool in the hands of 

the Living God to reach out to the sinners. Yes, they are 

physically present. And they responded to the will of God 

by declaring the gospel message. That is the moment they 

dipped their spiritual sickles into the harvest of glory. 

Nevertheless, the believers would still face the opposing 

enemies in the world of evangelism. Crisis in evangelism 

ranges from a simple arguments over spiritual issues to 

ultimate physical persecution. This is where the believers 

have to pay serious attention to the commandment of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. The message is clear. “I send you out as 

lambs among wolves. Carry neither money bag, knapsack, 

nor sandals … heal the sick there, and say to them, 'The 

kingdom of God has come near to you.”  The believers 

were sent out as lambs among the wolves. This is indicative 

that they should be vigilant and spiritually sensitive 

because they are operating in spiritually dangerous 

territories. Any territory outside the fold of believers should 

be considered a dangerous territory. Even if the 

environment seem peaceful, it could still be spiritually 

dangerous. Christ did not send his servants to make the 

sinful people their associates and partake in their violence 

and wicked ways. (II Corinthians 6:14-18) But he sent them 

to extend the love of God towards the sinners so that they 

can be transformed and become the disciples of Jesus 

Christ. They were told not to carry money or camping 

materials or extra shoes. This also is indicative that they 

should not allow any instrument of entanglement while 

they engage in the service of the soul winning.  

 

Their message to the people is simple. Heal the sick by 

divine utterances of prayer as the Spirit of God led them. 
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Christ expected miracles in the mission of His servants. 

The form the miracle will take is only known to God. 

Therefore prepare to declare the power of God as the Spirit 

leads you. If there are miracles, do not allow this to make 

your heads swell. If there is no miracle, it is not an 

indication that you have failed. Remember, the major 

miracle in evangelism is the salvation of man. Whether 

miracle manifested through healing, casting out demons or 

the ultimate salvation of man, please note that you are not 

the actual miracle worker. There is no power in the lives of 

the apostles outside the anointing power of Holy Spirit that 

Jesus gave them.  It is the Lord that is working the miracles 

behind the curtain of your ministry to glorify Himself. 

Therefore the primary message should not be left out. Tell 

the people that the kingdom of God is near. Reveal the truth 

unto the people as the Spirit of God has led you. Encourage 

them to repent of their sins but do not force it upon them. If 

they receive you and provide you with hospitality, fine. 

Accept their hospitality with thanksgiving. But if they 

reject your message, do not be discouraged. They rejected 

the message of Christ too. Do not claim any right 

whatsoever and do not blame anyone for their negative 

actions. Your righteousness is of the Lord. Withdraw 

yourself humbly from the vicinity and move on. Do not be 

resentful towards anyone. Leave the rest in the hand of 

God. Do not feel downcast. Certainly if your service is 

rejected in one mission, it will surely be accepted in 

another. 

  
"You are My battle-ax and weapons of war: For with you I will 
break the nation in pieces; With you I will destroy 
kingdoms; With you I will break in pieces the horse and its 
rider; With you I will break in pieces the chariot and its rider; 
With you also I will break in pieces man and woman; With you I 
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will break in pieces old and young; With you I will break in 
pieces the young man and the maiden; With you also I will 
break in pieces the shepherd and his flock; With you I will 
break in pieces the farmer and his yoke of oxen; And with you I 
will break in pieces governors and rulers. (Jeremiah 51: 20-23) 

 

We are daily watching the deplorable situations of the 

perishing souls on earth. We are beholding how worldliness 

and life in the flesh has given negative interpretation and 

skew to civilization. The negative wisdom of man is daily 

advancing and perfecting the eventual destruction of 

mankind. With all these at the back of our mind one can 

visualize the deadly destination of perishing sinners in the 

eternity of hell fire. Notwithstanding we can behold their 

glorious end from the point of view of Jesus Christ if only 

we can urgently stand in gap for their salvation. Unlike 

Pinky in the Animaniacs Cartoon show who does not have 

idea of what Brain was doing, the believers have been sent 

forth with divine instructions.  We clearly understand that 

we are only the instruments through whom Holy Spirit 

wants to execute His divine power to rescue the perishing.  

We have even the mind of Christ.  Having known the 

inherent weakness of humanity, Jesus Christ enhanced His 

divine power with the power of Holy Spirit to assist 

believers in the mission. He entrusted the believers with 

authority to execute His divine power and abilities to solve 

the problems of humanity. The onus is on us now to 

diligently incorporate ourselves into the power and 

workings of God. Angels are always on assignment of God 

for various divine interventions to assist us in the mission. 

But they are never on assignment to take the place of a 

soul-winner in an evangelism outreach. They may guide 

and protect the soul winners in the course of their ministry. 

They may confront and subdue the territorial forces so that 
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the purposes of God may be fulfilled. But all aspects of 

soul winning strategies are expected to be designed and 

executed by humanity for the benefit of humanity. That is 

where we all come in.   

 

God needs our legs to be ordered swiftly to specific places 

for His glory. Our hands are the battle axe that God wants 

to use to destroy the tentacles of diseases and to break the 

yoke of evil oppression when we lay them upon people in 

need of deliverance prayerfully. Our mouths are meant to 

declare the authority of God through preaching the gospel 

with fervent prayer. God needs our wisdom, intellect and 

diligence in the mission of mercy. Whatever skill you have 

acquired is a tool in the hand of the Master in this mission. 

Whatever we have and whatever is in our possession 

should be laid before Jesus Christ in the faithful mission. 

Our eyes are to behold the manifestation of the power of 

God when deliverance manifested in the lives of the people. 

We are to be around these perishing souls as an ambassador 

of Jesus Christ. We are to allow the illumination of the light 

of the gospel to shine brilliantly in the life of the people of 

God. Jesus Christ invited the soul-winners to partner with 

Him in order to participate in the glorious harvest. We all 

have to learn from the Master. That is why we have to be 

diligent in our calling. We should be unassuming and ready 

to stand in gap on behalf of Christ for the perishing souls. 

No stone should be left unturned. Our focus should be on 

Christ the over-comer, who is leading us in the battle for 

the salvation of perishing souls.  

 

Many Christians are behaving like Prophet Jonas of old. 

Jonah thought that the sinners in the city of Nineveh can go 

to hell and burn into ashes. That was why he initially 
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refused to go to Nineveh with the message of salvation. But 

God thought otherwise. He considered that the multitude of 

spiritual ignorant people of Nineveh must be given an 

opportunity to hear the message of salvation. Who knows, 

they could repent of their sins. This thought was borne out 

of the heart of compassion of the Merciful Father. Again 

God persuaded Jonah with His miraculous power to go to 

Nineveh. Jonas was forced to travel in an unconventional 

living submarine; in the belly of a big fish that swallowed 

him and transported him to Nineveh. At the shore of 

Nineveh the fish vomited him. He went into the city after 

he experienced the miraculous deliverance from the belly 

of fish. Reluctantly he delivered the message of God, 

perhaps with harsh tone. But amazingly, the city received 

the obvious ‘harsh’ message of Jonah with the hearts of 

repentance. The mercy of God prevailed in the city and His 

glory was made manifested.  

 

You do not have to allow the intimidating scary face of the 

drug dealers to determine whether you are to minister the 

gospel of Jesus Christ to the sinners. The presence of God 

is with you. “Ye are of God, little children, and have 

overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than 

he that is in the world.” (I John 4:4) You should not allow 

inferiority complex of color, gender or race to hinder you 

because salvation is not by race, it is by grace. Instead, look 

beyond the intimidating factors and distractions in order to 

behold the glory of God that is about to be manifested 

when the veil of unrighteousness is lifted off the faces of 

sinners.  

 

A young man that lives near my house was in this category 

of people. He can look very intimidating especially when 
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he is very high with effect of dope. But amazingly, any 

time I want to enter the main entrance, he will open the 

gate for me. Although he would not greet me and would not 

respond to my greetings because he wanted to be left alone, 

yet he still shows some act of kindness. I felt challenged by 

his kind gestures and determined that, if this soul could be 

rescued from Satan, the laudable purposes of God will be 

fulfilled in his life. I boldly confronted him with tracts and 

share some words from the Bible with him for about three 

occasions. I even invited him to the Christian programs in 

our church but he always declined. I still greet him, as 

usual he may not respond but I am still hoping and praying 

that God will melt the stony heart in him and he will yield 

in salvation to the Highest Authority at last.  

 

In the same manner, do not allow the intimidating opulence 

of a wealthy man deter you from reaching out to him with 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. The unnamed maid of the 

mistress of Naaman was instrumental to the salvation of 

healing of his leprosy. Instead as a slave from Israel who 

was supposed to be embittered with the situation she found 

herself, she took advantage of the opportunity God 

presented to her through her low position and revealed to 

Naaman that there was a prophet of God in Israel that could 

heal him. It is generally an acceptable fact that these 

wealthy people are very difficult to reach. We often assume 

that they will not pay attention to the message of the 

gospel. It is true that they are high up there in their 

opulence and anything that will not add to their wealth is 

always unintelligent to them.  The truth is that, they are 

impoverished minorities who does not have the true luxury 

of hearing the rich word of God. These should not be 

excuses for not making attempt to reach out to them with 
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the gospel of Jesus Christ. Many of them have tons of 

problems that are waiting and begging for divine solutions. 

Some are completely empty on the inside. Some do not 

have peace at all. Some cannot sleep in the night. Some are 

at the edge of breaking down or about to commit suicide. 

They are constantly troubled one way or the other with the 

affairs of this world. A timely intervention in their lives 

with the word of God may make a remarkable difference. 

Make sure you cash in on any opportunity you get to 

encourage any of these wealthy people with the compassion 

of the Lord and His love for their souls. Endeavor to reach 

out to them with the gospel of Jesus Christ. The glory of 

God will be made manifest in their lives and you will be the 

instrument in the hands of God for this honorable purpose. 

Let your love for the perishing souls cut across all the 

barriers of life. Move this day, in the might of the name of 

Jesus Christ and in the revelation of His powerful word to 

rescue another soul from the clutches of enemy. 

 

Our eyes should be set upon the prize because we know 

that in the Kingdom, there is always gain from our pain.  

The world often says, “No pain, no gain” It is not the pain 

in the mission that determines our gain; it is the faithfulness 

of God. In the Spirit however, the precept of sowing and 

reaping is in effect. If we can sow into the spirit, certainly 

we shall not reap corruption. Winning! Yes, it all about 

winning because the glorious end had been declared and 

ordained. Winning in the soul winner's ministry begins the 

moment we open our mouth to declare the gospel of Jesus 

Christ to the perishing souls. In that very moment, the 

foundation of truth is laid in the hearts of sinners. The 

ministers of Gospel and other believers build upon this 

foundation until the sinners will accept Jesus Christ as their 
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Savior. Winning is not only about the sheaf we bring in. It 

is not only about the trophy of souls we rescued from the 

hands of man’s arch-enemy. Winning in the ministry of 

soul winner is also about the fullness of living a life filled 

with the love of Christ. This always spurs us to be where 

Jesus Christ would have been for the perishing souls. It is 

the life we live in our attempt to demonstrate the beauty of 

Jesus Christ to the world. Certainly if we do not have a 

glorious life in the Lord, what can we offer to the 

unbelievers? It is not possible to give out what we do not 

have. A life cultured in righteousness, perfected in holiness 

and demonstrated in the love of God is a legacy that Jesus 

Christ expects the soul-winner to leave behind.  

 

The glorious scenario that Jesus saw in humanity still 

abounds in our world today. Although the world around us 

is degenerating, Jesus Christ is still beholding beautiful 

people. Although the entire human races are travailing in 

pain and are drifting away from the path of life but our 

Lord Jesus Christ offers the soothing Balm of Gilead 

through His word. He beholds the sheep that will hear the 

voice of the shepherd and return to their Master. Although 

they are physically and spiritually sick but He sees a 

miraculous healing and salvation. Our cities are infested 

with drugs. Crime and all kinds of wickedness are on the 

increase. Prostitution has attained a new name of ‘private 

escort.’ Homosexual and lesbians have obtained new name 

of alternative lifestyle and they are now ‘coming out’ to 

claim their sinful right of existence in our community. 

Divorce rates continue to sky-rocket and adultery is 

considered commonplace in ‘private life.’ Human 

recklessness that gives birth to various atrocities is being 

committed all around in our environments. But the 
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abundance mercy of God is waiting for the souls that will 

come to repentance. We have to see the deplorable situation 

of the world from Christ’s eyes of understanding. The 

depth of our compassionate level towards humanity must 

continually grow and strain to sound the depths of our 

Lord’s heart.  It is then and only then we can understand 

why we should go out in the strength of His word and 

power to participate in the glorious harvest.  All these 

prevailing atrocities are described by God in  the mystery 

of His Wisdom as a ripe harvest waiting to be miraculously 

transformed through evangelism and brought to the barn of 

the Heavenly King as glorious trophies. That is why Jesus 

Christ can still behold His glory in humanity regardless of 

all these repulsive obscenities that had characterized our 

age of civilization. 

 

  



  - 185 - 

 

  

            CHAPTER 

Overcoming the 

Overwhelming Crises 
 

 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, 
against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, 
having your loins girt about with truth, and having 
on the breastplate of righteousness; And your feet 
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
Praying always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints. 
(Ephesians 6:10-18) 

 

Crisis has many names. Different people have different pet 

names for crisis. Some call it trials of life, temptation or 

problems. To others it is a dilemma, predicament or 

calamity etc.  These names are reflective of the different 

forms a crisis can take. Regardless of these forms however, 

all crises have certain things in common.  Crises always 

originate from the spiritual and we witness it manifesting in 

the physical. That is why the scripture says, “For we wrestle 

not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 

8

1 



Crises of the Cross  

- 186 - 

 

powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 

spiritual wickedness in high places.” (Ephesians 6:12) Crises 

may be multi-dimensional in scope and be strategically 

deployed with calculated timing to hit the victim when and 

where it will hurt him most with maximum impact. Again 

though, regardless of how it appears, every crisis produces 

the same heart rending and emotional wrecking effect in 

the life of man. It brings forth disorganization into a well-

organized mind. It causes distraction in the well-

coordinated setting. It inflicts a setback in smooth sailing of 

its victims. It brings forth sorrowful tears, regret, and sighs. 

The burden of the crises tends to paralyze and chain the 

mind with perpetual anger and depression. Some would 

drift into inordinate cravings for drugs, alcohol and other 

horrible habits in order to pacify the mind rending pains.  

Crisis would drive the mind of man to a horrible corner 

with torture, gaze at him sternly and seems to shout with a 

voice of cruelty to its captive, “You are not getting out of 

this jam!”  

 

The primary objective of the wicked force behind every 

crisis is to create miserable situation that can possibly break 

the spirit and soul of its victim in order to destroy him. The 

scripture says, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and 

to kill, and to destroy.” (John 6:10) The undue cruel 

pressure the enemy brings to bare during a crisis is 

designed to break its victim down physically and 

spiritually. It tends to force its victim to apply natural 

wisdom to wade off the spiritual attack. It tends to isolate 

its victim in an ensnaring sinful option in order that the 

person might fall from grace to grass. If a person is 

downcast in sorrow in his predicament and the individual is 

not operating in the spirit, loneliness of the flesh will take 
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over him. That is why some commit suicide as a way out of 

the problem. 
 

The target and purpose of attack of the enemy of man 

varies. It could be a direct physical attack on lives and 

properties. The attack may be targeted against an individual 

and/or against his family unit. Its purpose may be to 

destroy a peaceful matrimonial relationship between a 

couple. It could be spiritual force manifesting in a 

manipulative way that causes certain unpleasant events to 

happen. The manipulation of enemy may include 

temptation to lure someone to commit sin. The heart of an 

individual believer may drift away to the affairs of the 

worldly and thereafter backslide like Demas. The 

manipulation of the enemy is evident when a Christians 

begins to find it difficult to have a quiet time or setting a 

quality time aside for bible reading. Additionally, the 

Christian may find himself doing things he would not do 

under normal circumstances. He might start making 

unbecoming utterances and land himself into a serious 

trouble.  
 

Eve was peacefully doing her daily chores in the Garden of 

Eden and the unsolicited intruder crept in to deceive and 

tempt her to commit sin. The devil psychologically 

manipulated the first family with deceit to doubt their 

Creator and thereby caused them to fall. The whole world 

is hurting today because Eve and Adam fell for the 

temptation of Satan. Satan strategized and executed the 

crisis of Job chronologically in one day so that he can be 

systematically and psychologically destroyed. Job woke up 

on a beautiful day and news of unimaginable destructions 

were chronologically brought unto him about stormy wind 
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that destroyed his children, fire disaster that consumed his 

cattle and the Chaldeans raiders that killed Job servants and 

plunder his camels.  
 

On the other hands, the attack of this enemy may take 

another dimension creating artificial economic scarcity in 

the life of his victim making virtually everything going 

wrong directions.  This may be in form job loss, significant 

business failure or losing a fortune due to wrong decision 

making. It may also be in form of contracting a certain 

debilitating disease. It may occur in form of accident or 

other perennial problems common and known to humanity.  
 

Although most of the evil occurrences manifest from the 

archenemy of man but not all problems of man emanates 

from spiritual agents.  Many of these problems come 

through natural phenomenon. It may be in form of a famine 

or plague against a nation. It may be natural occurrences 

like the earthquakes, hurricanes, flood, landslides and 

tsunami that are generally categorized as ‘act of God.’ It 

could also be an instrument of judgment of God against the 

sinful nations. Remember that God destroyed the 

generation of Noah with flood and preserved Noah and his 

family. God also destroy Sodom and Gomorrah in the fury 

of His judgment against the sinful cities. Devastating “acts 

of God” may be other natural intervention of Heavenly 

Father to correct the necessary imbalance on earth. The 

reality that we have to know about all these vicissitudes of 

life is that bad things do not only happen to bad people it 

also does happen to good people.  
 

One of the characteristics of mankind is our inability to 

accept the position we find ourselves. The short comings 

that manifest in our attitudes and reactions toward the 
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situations we find ourselves point to fact that we fail to 

accept the truth that although we are fearfully and 

wonderfully made, we are not all endowed with the same 

measure of opportunities and resources. Some are rich and 

some are poor. Being rich and wealthy is not an indication 

that a man had overcome all problems related to poverty. 

Being poor and in want is neither an assurance of 

overcoming the problems that associated with riches.  
 

There are diverse kinds of riches and diverse kinds of 

poverties. There are many wealthy people out there that are 

spiritually bankrupt and poor. "Because thou sayest, I am 

rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; 

and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and 

poor, and blind, and naked." (Revelation 3:17) Yes, they 

are kind and have big name charity organizations that are 

ministering to the needs of the poor ones but their own 

souls are not spiritually nourished. It is certainly good to 

show kindness to mankind but our salvation is not based on 

righteous works only. We should not make the mistake of 

thinking that our good-deeds to mankind without entering 

into salvation relationship with Christ can take us to 

heaven. The life experience of Cornelius in the book of 

Acts chapter 10 proves this fact.  Many wealthy men are 

not mindful of humbling themselves to learn about the 

Creator and gather together with others in humble spirit to 

worship God. To some of these rich people, serving God is 

considered as the business of the poor people. They are 

VIPs and presidents of many companies and clubs but are 

never known in the fellowship of the Godly. They are not 

interested in the things of God. Their hearts are occupied 

with catalogues of affairs of this world. They always cling 

to the comfort of their opulence as if they were born for it. 



Crises of the Cross  

- 190 - 

 

As a result, they are in danger of hell-fire if they are unable 

to embrace salvation before they pass on to eternity.  
 

Remember when Jesus told the young rich man to disperse 

his wealth to the poor people and follow him. He went 

away sorrowfully because he was too loaded with wealth. 

"Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell 

that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 

treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the 

young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for 

he had great possessions." You will notice in the bible 

passage that the usual language of Jesus Christ in the 

calling of the twelve apostles was "come and follow me." 

The 'would have been' 13th apostle of Jesus Christ refused 

the express invitation of Jesus Christ to follow him because 

of his abundant wealth! 
 

On the other hand, there are many poor people out there 

that their difficult situation does not remind them to draw 

closer to God. They always consider that their cup is half-

full. heir lives is saturated with envy. With envious eyes 

they see the wealth and material of those financially better 

than them instead of looking unto God Almighty the 

ultimate Supplier of all human needs. "But my God shall 

supply all your need according to his riches in glory by 

Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:19) To these classes of 

people, they would only worship and serve God if they are 

rich. They always engage in endless complaints blaming 

God for their situations. Little do they know that 

murmuring and endless complaints instead of seeking the 

face of God in prayer about our situations are sins before 

God. 
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Apparently the most difficult thing for man to handle is our 

opulence or the lack thereof. Adam and Eve had everything 

in the Garden of Eden where God provided everything for 

their comfort. They messed up with the abundance because 

of they were not contented. Their inordinate cravings for 

worthless fruit and desire to be like God made them set 

aside the commandments of God and choose to follow the 

voice of evil stranger. God visited them in their sin and His 

judgment came upon them heavily.  They were driven out 

of the Garden of Eden.  Adam and Eve lost their opulence 

in the Garden. They also lost the comforting presence of 

the Living God. Under the curse, they began to toil and live 

in want. Their predicaments should have taught them to 

come back to the presence of the Creator.  But it was not 

until after Seth that men began to call on the name of God. 

(Gen 4:26) Perhaps Adam and Eve did not have any clue 

on how to go about their situation then. We, however, now 

understand that Christ is the propitiation of our sins. We 

should take advantage of this truth and reconcile with the 

Lord today. 
 

Until we learn how to manage our wealth and want through 

the precept of the word of God, wealth and want will 

continue to be sources of crises among humanity.  Paul 

said, "For I have learned how to be content with whatever I 

have. I know how to live on almost nothing or with 

everything. I have learned the secret of living in every 

situation, whether it is with a full stomach or empty, with 

plenty or little.” (Philippians 4:11-12 NLT) "But godliness 

with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 

into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 

(I Timothy 6:6-7) King Solomon said in the book of 

Proverbs 16:8, "Better is a little with righteousness than 
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great revenues without right." In other words, wealth and 

want will come and they will also pass but the child of God 

who sees life through the Word will always be able to stand 

firm regardless of the circumstance. 
 

Paul understood the devastating power of the vicissitudes 

of life. He challenged the believers as a way of encouraging 

them and asked, “Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?” (Romans 8:35) 

Even if you are poor and you are going through a lot, seek 

God first with the heart of contentment.  Our Lord Jesus 

Christ encouraged us to "seek ye first the kingdom of God, 

and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added 

unto you." (Matthew 6:33) We will fully overcome in 

wealth or in want if we can manage our situation in the 

wisdom of God and behold His divine presence in our 

difficult situations. Job knew this secret. He fell down and 

worshipped God in his trials and he said, “Naked came I 

out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: 

the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be 

the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:20-21) 
 

Behind most of the problems of humanity there is a cause 

and effect. And there is a cruel force that either inflicts the 

problems upon mankind or tempts us to respond in sin to 

natural events. The cause of a person’s problems may be an 

unfortunate sinful decision he made at a certain point in 

life. The consequence of this is that God always visit the 

iniquity of unrepented abominations. “Thou shalt not bow 

down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy 

God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
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them that hate me.” (Deuteronomy 5:9) And His judgment 

is upon the soul of every unrepentant sinner. “…the soul 

that sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4)  Problems can 

emanate as a result of both physical and spiritual ignorance 

that an individual exhibited. In the normal secular law, 

ignorance is never a valid excuse. Even more so with 

regards to spiritual precepts, ignorance is deadly. “My 

people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou 

hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee …” (Hosea 

4:6) The devil daily takes advantage of our ignorance.  This 

is why we must be spiritually vigilant and ensure that the 

true gospel is preached to all. 

 

Besides all these, the enemy of man is parading, scheming 

earnestly with his evil machinations, seeking for an 

opportunity to strike its victims. “Be sober, be vigilant; 

because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” (I Peter 5:8) 

The incessant wicked attack of Satan and his cohorts 

against the saints and the ignorant sinners suggests that 

demonic forces are a spiritually sophisticated mob. Being a 

spiritual entity, Satan, man’s greatest enemy, strives to 

always stay ahead of mankind so that he might execute evil 

schemes for destructive objectives against humanity. “Now 

there was a day when the sons of God came to present 

themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among 

them.” (Job 1:6) How did this happen? The bible does not 

elaborate. However, imagine when the sons of God 

presented themselves before the Lord, Satan an intruder 

and an outcast angel, no longer counted among the angels 

of God manipulated and penetrated the holy ranks to 

present himself among the sons of God. Certainly, holiness 

always depicted the agenda of holy meeting in the presence 
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of God not slander and accusations. But the enemy 

stealthily forced-in his slanderous agenda into the holy 

meeting and it became the highlighted issue of the meeting. 

All believers should therefore presume the sophistication of 

the evil enemies. Nevertheless, in our struggles against the 

forces of darkness, our actions must never be more 

sophisticated than obedience to the word of God.  The word 

sophistication is derived from the Greek word [σοφός] 

sophos means ‘wise’ or ‘skilled.’  The wisdom of the 

Christian that is able, every time to overcome evil 

sophistication lies solely within the boundaries of our 

obedience to the word of God. 
 

Brethren, do not be surprise that while the children of God 

gathered to worship God in your fellowship, Satan or his 

agents may be in attendance. Job did not know that Satan, 

the invisible evil angel was behind all his predicaments. 

While Job was in the anguish of the calamity that befell 

him, his family and his earthly possessions, Satan was 

relishing at the efficacy of his weapon of cruelty. As if the 

human and material loss that Job suffered were not enough, 

this wicked enemy still went after the soul of Job. He struck 

him with painful boils to break and destroy him physically 

and psychologically with the ultimate aim to drag Job into 

sin. Brethren, wherever there is a crisis, the devil is 

laughing scornfully in the corner about the situation. 
 

Knowing the enemy—his nature, characters, strategies, 

method of operation, what he likes, his dislike is very 

important. The nature of the archenemy of man is sneaky, 

dangerously calculating and extremely wicked. He uses all 

the arsenals in his evil armory to steal to kill and to destroy 

lives and properties of humanity. He uses close associates 

and relatives of his victims—friends, spouses and children 
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as instruments of his attack. Imagine the wife of Job 

counseling him to curse God and die during the trial of his 

faith. "Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain 

thine integrity? curse God, and die." The enemy--Devil--

had been alienated from the host of angelic company in 

heaven. “And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as 

lightning fall from heaven.” (Luke 10:18) Satan was kicked 

out of heaven because he sinned. “Thou hast defiled thy 

sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the 

iniquity of thy traffick …” (Ezekiel 28:18) The outcast evil 

spirit is under captivity and as a result, he wants his prey to 

be under his perpetual sinful captivity as well. There is 

nothing a man can do to appease Satan. Making pact with 

him in form of initiation to any of its evil organizations 

does not make you to be his friend. It is only an enlistment 

to become one of his evil instruments of destruction. He is 

an enslaved spirit and desires only to enslave his followers.  

Satan is a pride engrossed angelic being. “Thine heart was 

lifted up because of thy beauty …” (Ezekiel 28:17) He is a 

master of perversion and master originator of various 

hybrid of evil life-style. He is a sophisticated evil genius 

and a relentless executor of evil deeds that run to and fro in 

the earth to perpetrate evil. He thrives better in the sinful 

“fun-seeking” environment in order to carry along 

unsuspecting spiritual ignorant people. His easy targets are 

spiritual ignorant people, procrastinating, prayerless and 

backsliding believers. With his evil strategies and alluring 

temptations he had dragged down many great men of God 

from grace to grass into perpetual sinful captivity. He 

relishes his defeats over these great men and he considers 

their downfall as his treasured trophies.  
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There is no room for mercy and forgiveness with Satan. No 

one breaks the evil law of Satan and goes scot-free because 

he does not make room for forgiveness in his heart. Those 

who had previously strayed into the world of occultism and 

attempted to get away voluntarily from the evil 

organization without the help of Jesus will tell the scary 

story of the consequences of their actions. Only Jesus 

Christ, the Savior can deliver you out of the encumbrances 

of occultism. 
 

“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free.” (John 8:32) The enemy knows that the truth will 

make you free; that is why he unleashes all forms of 

alluring temptations to lure mankind away from listening to 

the word of God. He knows that lack of knowledge of the 

truth among the spiritual ignorant people provides them to 

be easy prey for Satanic invasions and attacks. That is why 

a wise person should not trivialize the revelation of the 

truth in the word of God.     
 

The first approach to confronting the emerging problems of 

this enemy is to identify him and acknowledge the 

existence of the problem. Ephesians 6:12 Man is sensitive 

enough to feel and notice a slight change in the unseen 

natural air around us. We always remarked, ‘it is cold, it is 

windy or it is humid,’ when this natural change is noticed. 

Therefore in the same manner, we must be spiritually 

sensitive and vigilant to the discomfort spiritual signs and 

uneasy warnings around us. We must be watchful of all 

forms of appearance of evil and flee from all its strategies. 

The scripture warns us, “Be sober, be vigilant; because 

your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 

seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 5:8) We cannot 

pretend that the abnormal crisis in the life of believers is 
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normal. Neither should a believer allow the abnormality of 

the problem to bring him to a perpetual state of 

despondency or despair. 

  

The believer’s approach to the solution of the problem he is 

facing does not include bottling up his feelings and bury 

himself in the valley of his troubles.  Let us learn an 

important lesson from David, in Ziglag. David recognized 

and acknowledge the loss of lives and properties to the 

evading Amalekites and the devastation it brought to the 

community, he wept bitterly. “Then David and the people 

that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they 

had no more power to weep.” (I Samuel 30:4) But David 

did not bury himself in the valley of his sorrow. “… but 

David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.” (I 

Samuel 30:6) David encouraged himself in the Lord to 

unchain his mind from the anger and sorrow of the disaster. 

The scripture also revealed that Paul and Silas were singing 

in the prison. “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and 

sang praises unto God.” (Acts 16:25) The longer you stay 

sorrowful and tearful in the valley of your problems 

without doing anything about it, the more those problems 

compound and become more difficult. The wrong steps of 

resentment, anger and vengefulness are more easily taken 

when we don’t encourage ourselves in the Lord.  Any arm 

of flesh you employ to get you out of your problem will 

cause you to sink deeper and further in to the miry clay.  A 

wise child of God does not fight a spiritual battle with 

physical weapons. On the other hand, the right steps in 

righteous decisions you take will accelerate how fast you 

get out of the jam. That was why David said, “… I pray 

thee, bring me hither the ephod. And Abiathar brought 

thither the ephod to David. And David inquired at the 
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LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall I 

overtake them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou 

shalt surely overtake them, and without fail recover all.” (I 

Samuel 30:7-8) In this passage, David equipped himself 

with the word of God. He prayerfully sought the face of 

God for direction. He secured God’s guidance on his knees 

before he made any move. It is very certain that you will 

not fail if you can put your spiritual right foot forward to 

confront your problems. 

 

My Pastor, Doctor Ralph Essien of Deeper Life Bible 

Church, Bronx, New York once said, “How well you 

triumph over the wiles of enemies depends on how well-

dressed you are spiritually." Apostle Paul exhorted the 

Ephesians brethren to put on the whole armor of God. 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of 

his might. Put on the whole armour of God,that ye may be able 

to stand against the wiles of the devil.” (Ephesians 6:10-11) He 

typologically presented the battle readiness of the Romans 

soldiers as the way believers should always be fully clad 

with the spiritual battle armor for both defense and offence. 

He admonished them to be strong in the Lord and in the 

power of His might. “Be strong,” in the admonition of Paul 

is suggesting that the opposing enemy you are facing is also 

strong.  “Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 

might” means your enemy is stronger than you. The source 

of the strength of the saint is in the word of God. That was 

why God commanded Joshua in Joshua 1:6-9  “Be strong 

and of a good courage … Only be thou strong and very 

courageous … This book of the law shall not depart out of 

thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 

that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 

written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 
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prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. Have 

not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage 

…”  

Perhaps we wonder how we are to apply the bible passage 

above. As we have already spoken of, the devil is not 

compassionate. Grace and mercy are not in the vocabulary 

of Satan. Yet the scripture tells us to show grace and mercy 

to those human beings the devil conscripts and enslaves for 

his evil works. Now you can see why only the strong 

believers can stand against the wiles of the devil and that a 

believer is strong when he trusts wholly in the word of God 

and obeys His commandments.  For it is against human 

wisdom to love the enemy you can see in order to utterly 

decimate the enemy of your soul, the devil whom you can’t 

see. Only the strong believer can trust and rest in the arms 

of faith in the face of adversity. The believer is only strong 

when he or she looks away from the problems, seeks the 

face of God, and triumphs in faith over those problems.  

 

The power of the might of God also suggests that only God 

can endow you with divine  strength and wisdom against 

the enemy. Satan is an evil spiritual entity and man is not 

equipped physically to fight the spiritual fallen angel. That 

is why the Scriptures tells us in (2 Corinthians 10:4-5) “For 

the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 

through God to the pulling down of strong holds; Casting 

down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 

against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 

every thought to the obedience of Christ.”  

 

Perhaps you are about to ask, “What exactly are the 

weapon of our warfare?” The book of Ephesians 6:14-17 

listed the spiritual weapons in the arsenal of believers 
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which includes truth, breastplate of righteousness, gospel of 

peace, shield of faith, helmet of salvation and the sword of 

the Spirit which is the word of God. Above all these, the 

name of the Lord is the weapon of our warfare for both 

defense and offence. “The name of the LORD is a strong 

tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe.” (Proverbs 

18:10) “…at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.” (Philippians 2:10-11) Finally the saints overcame 

Satan the accuser of the brethren by the blood and the 

words of their testimony. “And they overcame him by the 

blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony.” 

(Revelation 12:11) You will consider then that the weapons 

and armor listed above are all composed of things that are 

required daily in the lives of Christians. Putting on the 

whole armor means, we must be righteous, full of faith, 

peaceful, preaching the gospel and standing in the truth 

every day, even when it does not “appear” to be a day of 

battle.  The armor and weapons are for daily use not for 

occasional use.  Just as the armor of the Roman soldier 

identifies him as an agent of Rome, so also the full armor 

of God identifies us as people that have power with God.  It 

is only when a believer partnered with God in total 

submission that he can make devil to flee when he resists 

him. That is why Apostle James said, “Submit yourselves 

therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from 

you.” (James 4:7) 
 

If you find yourself in an unpleasant situation right now I 

have good news for you. No matter how devastating the 

crisis might have been, it possesses one limitation. It began 

one day and certainly it will end one day. The Lord God 
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Almighty, the Ancient of Days, Who had been in existence 

before the beginning of the creation, knew the beginning of 

the situation and has power to determine the end of it. The 

end will be according to the blessed will of God and will 

bring forth glory to God. After all, is He not the Alpha and 

the Omega? Is He not the Author and the Finisher of every 

story in life itself?  If the situation has a limitation, it means 

the power of God can prevail and override the power of 

enemy any moment. God is never limited and everything 

that He does remains permanent. That is why, if a believer 

that has power with the Unlimited God, is going through 

vicissitudes of life, he must look beyond the scary nature of 

the problem and focus his attention on the righteousness of 

God and follow His righteous guidance. 

 

The Lord assured Jeremiah, in Jeremiah 1:18-19, “Behold, 

I have made thee this day a defenced city, and an iron 

pillar, and brasen walls against the whole land, against the 

kings of Judah, against the princes thereof, against the 

priests thereof, and against the people of the land. And they 

shall fight against thee; but they shall not prevail against 

thee; for I am with thee, saith the LORD, to deliver thee.” 

Jesus told the disciples in Matthew 16:18, “That thou art 

Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” In no doubt 

Jeremiah encountered all kinds of attack of enemies from 

the kings of Israel in form of imprisonment and 

punishment, from the hand of false prophets who did 

everything to undermine the efficacy of Jeremiah’s 

prophesies but the Lord defended His holy name in the 

ministry of Jeremiah. Although all of Israel was taken into 

captivity by the Babylonians according to the word of God 

through His prophet, but Jeremiah, a servant of God did not 
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experience the captivity of Babylonians. The Lord that 

made Jeremiah a defensed city and also made him to 

prevail over all forms of attacks of enemy will endow you 

with the spirit of overcomer in Jesus name, Amen. Because 

you are one of the faithful members of the living church of 

Jesus Christ, the gates of hell shall not prevail against you 

in Jesus name, Amen. The scripture says in Isaiah 54:17, 

“No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and 

every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou 

shalt condemn.” Your heritage as a servant of the Living 

God will not permit the weapon of the wicked to prosper 

against you in Jesus name, Amen. 
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            CHAPTER 

Prevailing Love 

Over Crises 
 

 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 

it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not 

easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never 

fails ... (I Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV) 

 

Let us pause for a while to reflect on the scripture passage 

above. God’s agape love possesses a definitive force. It is 

very peaceful in nature, emanating from the compassionate 

heart of the Mighty Father in Heaven. It communicates 

tranquility to soothe the wounds and pains of the helpless 

even in their helplessness. It also manifests in the divine 

helps we receive in the time of our need. Although it can be 

intangible, the force of love is powerful enough to bring 

smile to our faces and tears of joy rolling from our eyes. It 

is forceful enough to trigger off a song of praises in our 

mouths. When God opened a highway for the Israelites 

through the Red Sea, Moses sang, “Who is like unto thee, 

O Lord.” All the assembly of the God’s people who walked 

on a dry ground into safety through the Red Sea joined him 

in praising the Lord. All the psalms of King David were an 

expression of David’s heart of appreciation having 

experienced the different ways the love of God had 

manifested divine touch in his life. The same love lifted 

9

1 
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Jesus Christ our Savior from His glorious throne in heaven, 

from the company of the angelic hosts who were 

worshipping Him in His glorious splendor and brought Him 

to humanity on earth for the mission of mercy. 

 

If you do not know that love possesses power, please read 

the above bible passage again and again until you will 

behold the clear picture of divine love from God’s point of 

view. Reflect upon the warm nature of love in order to 

imagine the magnitude of its power. From the 

accommodative nature of love, you will know that the love 

of God possesses attractive force. This attractive force 

locates all the sinners on the surface of the earth in order to 

position each one for deliverance. Many people have given 

testimonies, saying, “I do not know why I came to this 

Christian gathering today. Obviously God brought me here 

so that I can have opportunity to hear the word of God and 

thereby receive salvation.” You will also realize the 

longsuffering nature of the love of God that accepts and 

tolerates the inglorious nature of sin of humanity while man 

is still a work-in-progress in the hand of the Merciful, Just 

and Holy God.  

 

In the same manner, hatred possesses a force that while 

definitive is nowhere near as powerful as love. The nature 

of hatred is completely opposite to the nature of God’s 

love. The nature of hatred is repulsive and repelling. Unlike 

love, hate is not accommodative. Hate is selfish, wicked, 

self-centered. Hatred is descriptive of the nature of man 

since Adam and Eve blew it in the Garden of Eden.  
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Artistic Expression of the Cross 

 

The attractive force of love of God originates from Heaven 

above.  It brought salvation, healing and other abundant 

blessings of God unto humanity in order to attract man 

closer to his Creator. On the other hand, man’s repelling 

force of hatred is completely earthly. It manifest in horrific 

cruelty and hateful persecution. It tends to push away the 

love of God from humanity. There are two ways to look at 

this.  It would seem that these are the two opposing forces 

of hatred and love that provided a shape for  the Cross of 
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Jesus Christ. The love of God brought Jesus Christ to this 

world. In the wicked attempt of mankind to throw back the 

Savior Jesus Christ that represents the Lamb of our 

sacrifice to God in rejection, they only succeeded in nailing 

Him to the Cross of Calvary. It was as if Jesus Christ was 

sandwiched in between the two opposing forces of love and 

hatred.  However, at the same time, the love of our 

Sovereign God, being greater in magnitude and power than 

the hatred of man, molded our hatred m into the Cross on 

which He allowed us to nail His Son.  No longer was our 

hatred free to take on any shape our heart desired for the 

sake of cruelty and persecution.  Our Lord Jesus Christ has 

cast our hatred into the wood like the legion into the pigs 

and fixed it forever into the shape of the Cross.  He has 

enslaved our hatred and forced it forever to be His tool for 

our salvation.  Our hatred, fixed, expended and drained, left 

emptiness in us to be filled by His Love which leads us to 

salvation.  Therefore, His Love conquered all.   

 

Like our Lord, the Cross that each Christian bears is 

evidence of the victory of Christ’s love over the hatred of 

man.  Powerless and remorseful, like the multitude before 

Peter on Pentecost, they will thereby come to know the 

love of God and His salvation for them through Christ. 

Rightly Jesus has said, “If any man will come after me, let 

him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 

me.” (Luke 9:23)  For if we would follow Jesus daily, then 

daily we must willingly carry along the hatred of men and 

women in the form of the pain and pang of the Cross 

because we love Him and because of the debt of love we 

owe others. "Owe no man anything, but to love one 

another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law." 

(Romans 13:8) 
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The obligation of obedience to His Heavenly Father in 

demonstrating the love of God to humanity brought Him to 

earth. But the hatred of man that manifested in rejection of 

Christ’s salvation plan, persecution against His person and 

other acts of wickedness did everything to resist and 

forcibly repelled His love for mankind. The ultimate 

demonstration of hatred of mankind towards the Son of 

Man led to His crucifixion. The force of hatred that 

manipulated the hearts of mankind to reject the love of 

God, the same force is manifesting in different ways to 

inflict pains, sorrow and other distractions in the lives of 

believers. The lofty strategy of the wicked enemy is to 

derail those who have partnered with Christ into a spiritual 

free-fall and backslide from the grace of God. 

 

We can now understand that it is a great trial of love to love 

the “unlovable” wicked people. It is a dilemma of love to 

love those who Jesus Christ knew that after eating and 

dining with Him they will turn around to deny Him. It is a 

crisis of love to love those who after He had heal their 

diseases would turned back to shout, “Crucify Him! 

Crucify Him!” It is a crisis of love to know that the 

withered hands that Jesus healed through the power of God, 

would slap Him without any qualm. It is a crisis of love to 

know that the people He died for would not appreciate the 

purpose of His death. Yet our Lord Jesus Christ focused on 

the plans and purposes of God for our salvation. He did not 

blink or look back until the process of our salvation is 

completed on the Cross of Calvary. Perhaps you are still 

wondering, this unique crisis of love is summarized as a 

gift of His only begotten Son by a way of sacrifice for us 

on the Cross. You can now see the factors that shaped the 

Cross of Jesus Christ and these are the sum total of what 
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the Cross represented. You can now see that no human 

being is unlovable because the love we extend to others is 

created by Him and does not depend on the person you 

love.  People should not be therefore described as 

unlovable if only we are willing to allow the love of God to 

permeate through us to others. To love another is often like 

giving birth to child: it begins in pain and ends in joy. 

 

Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone desires to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow Me. (Matthew 16:24) 
 
When He had called the people to Himself, with His disciples 
also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. (Mark 
8:34)  
 
Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me. (Luke 9:23) 

 

Crisis will shape your cross to reveal the beauty of Christ in 

you. In the three synoptic gospel of Jesus Christ above, He 

admonished, “Deny yourself, carry your cross and follow 

me.” Deny self means, put self in a strait jacket and lock it 

in the background in order to put the interest of God and 

others ahead of your interest. First of all you have to 

consider the interest of God concerning the person you are 

showing kindness towards. Secondly you have to consider 

the vulnerability and deplorable state of a blind sinner that 

God is about to use you to rescue from the hands of the 

terrible captor. You have to consider the goal of the glory 

of the kingdom of God in the matter. This is why you will 

not mind the insult you receive during outreaches. This is 

why you would not mind going an extra mile to reach out 
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for the lost souls. This is why you will not mind the perils 

and dangers that associate with evangelism. This is why 

you have to possess a broad chest that the flocks of the 

Lord can lean on. This is why you have to hold every one 

that come to the Lord carefully and cautiously as if one is 

holding an egg. This is why you should allow courage to 

mingle with divine strength in order to energize you to pick 

the Cross not minding the shame and ready to trod the 

pathway of pain and anguish that our Lord Jesus Christ had 

trodden.  
 

Take a critical look at the Artistic Expression of the Cross. 

The short vertical head points to heaven indicating that 

your steps in righteousness in the course of evangelism are 

ordered from above. The horizontal beam of the Cross 

called the patibulum symbolized ‘arms of responsibilities in 

righteous services to humanity.’  The square box, where the 

vertical and horizontal beams cross depict ‘the love of 

God.’ This is core of thoughtfulness that should occupy 

your mind towards others. There is no empty space on the 

Cross. The long vertical and upright rectangular beam 

called stipes with the word ‘YOU’ is your position. If you 

want to be in partnership with Jesus Christ, you have to 

stand in the shoes of Christ and consider yourself crucified 

with Him.  
 

Brethren, the enemy may design the crises in the Christian 

life journey to break the physical lives of its victims. He 

may manipulate situations to chain and imprison peoples’ 

minds but he is not capable to destroy the spirit of believers 

who can look unto God. Some of the dilemmas of life that 

were meant to break you are instead transformed by God 

into a means of molding and making you. Crisis in the 
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Christian life journey should be handled with an 

understanding that the Israelites of old, the apple of God’s 

eyes did not have a jolly-ride through the wilderness to the 

Promised Land. But one thing was certain in their 

wilderness experience—the faithfulness of God. If crisis 

was meant to break entire generation of man, no one will 

have story of victory. If you lose patience during the crisis 

of your life, you may miss the victory.  
 

Crisis is the instrument that God uses to test your spiritual 

appetite. With three thousand armed soldiers, King Saul 

pursued David to the cave of Engedi with the aim of killing 

him. On two occasions God delivered King Saul into the 

hands of David but he refrained from killing the anointed 

king. He said, “Who can stretch forth his hand against the 

Lord’s anointed and be guiltless?”  God tested the patience 

of David. He sought for his appetite for revenge, but 

instead God found forgiveness. He found the fear of the 

Lord. He found righteousness and humility. If you desire an 

enviable spiritual position in the vineyard of God, then get 

ready for the life tried and shaped with crises. You 

definitely have to pass-through the crisis of your life 

gallantly before you can be described as a ‘pastor.’ Pastors 

are the blessed servants of God that passed through 

vicissitudes of life, triumphed over them and came out of 

the doldrums of crisis with testimonies. The experience of 

their anguish enriches the counseling ministry they are now 

giving to the flock in the household of faith. The Lord will 

strengthen and prepares you in His own terms for the future 

tasks ahead. 
 

Crisis would reveal whom your allegiance lies with and 

who you place your confidence in. Satan pummeled and 
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bamboozled Job with chronological disasters, yet he did not 

budge. He did not curse God. His allegiance to God stood 

steady. He triumphed at the end of it all. The steadfastness 

of Job in the time of his crises is a point of reference to all 

believers today. 

 

We were a young Christian couple residing in Lagos with 

two kids and expecting the third when the trial of our life 

started. We were dwelling in a society where the activities 

of voodoo and power of darkness were so prevalent. We 

woke up one day in the morning and could not find the 

foot-mat and bathroom slippers we left outside the front 

door of our apartment when we went to sleep in the night. 

The incidence was not a petty theft issue because items like 

that do not often interest thieves. The first paralyzing effect 

of this was fear because those items were point of contact 

that the voodoo people use to harm their victims. We were 

downcast and began to wonder what were the evil people 

wanted to do with the slippers and the foot-mat. If these 

evil people can take those items, they can also poison ones 

food since all the occupants in the apartments in the second 

floor of the building we lived were using one common 

kitchen and bathroom together. 

 

We were then very young in the Lord and became members 

of Church of Christ in Lagos not too long ago when this 

ugly event took place.  We were yet to know the nitty-gritty 

about our rights in the Lord and our authorities as believers. 

We were yet to discover in the Bible those assuring 

promises that give believers confidence in the Lord saying, 

“… greater is he that is in them, than he that is in the 

world.” (1 John 1:4) We were yet to understand that we 

were not to be filled with fear as we face the battle of life. 
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“And shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye approach this 

day unto battle against your enemies: let not your hearts 

faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified 

because of them. For the LORD your God is he that goeth 

with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save 

you.” (Deuteronomy 20:3-4) We did not know that we 

were not to “fear their intimidation and do not be 

troubled.” (1 Peter 1:14 NAS)   We have not discovered 

then in the Book of Psalm 125:3 that “the rod of the wicked 

shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous…”  

 

However, as the head of the family I considered that it was 

my prerogative to do something fast to protect the entire 

family and prevented any known or envisaged attack of 

enemies before they strike. As a matter of urgency I told 

my wife that we were moving out. I contacted my friend 

who was living nearby for possibility of accommodation. 

The friend assured me that one apartment will soon be 

opened in the place he currently resided and the couple 

could move in with him. He assured that in about a week or 

two, we could easily move to the would-be vacant 

apartment. We thought things are still working according to 

plan. We moved in with the friend pending the availability 

of the apartment. 

 

At the end of the second week, the plan changed. The 

intended vacant apartment was denied. All of a sudden, my 

friend who accommodated us gave me a notice that we 

have to move out at the end of the month, latest. We now 

faced a fresh challenge. Unlike the western world where 

rented apartment are readily available, it was not so in 

Lagos around 1986. Therefore, at the end each day’s work, 

I was crisscrossing the real estate agent offices looking for 
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accommodation. I always returned home late in the night. 

My wife, a teacher, who was heavy with a breech 

pregnancy was also doing the same at the close of each day 

in the school. 

 

Undue pressure from my friend and inability to secure a 

comfortable rented apartment with real-estate agent made 

me to consider a short-term accommodation arrangement 

with a tenant in the vicinity who was occupying four 

bedroom apartment. The primary tenant, sublet two of the 

bedrooms to us pending the time we will be able to move 

into a better accommodation. I obtained two-month salary 

advance from the airline company I was working with then, 

to pay for one year rent in advance with deposit for the 

sublet apartment. We breathed a sigh of relief thinking that 

the problem was over. We thought the short term 

arrangement will work. We did not realize that we had been 

duped. A week before moving to the sublet apartment, we 

discover that the primary tenant had duped us. He sublet 

the same two rooms to me and two other people and 

collected one year rent plus deposits from each of us. This 

was like a double jeopardy to us. I was so devastated. I was 

so upset and almost run out of control. The wicked tenant 

and his family who made the subletting contract with us 

and two others ran away from their four bedroom 

apartment leaving their furniture and other house items 

intact in the apartment. I prayed frantically that God may 

touch the heart of the duper to return the money but all to 

no avail. 

 

I investigated the where about of the duper and someone 

gave me a tip about the school where the wife of the duper 

teaches. The following morning I went to the school to 
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narrate my ordeal to the Headmaster, thinking that the 

School authority will sympathize with me and called the 

teacher to order to resolve the matter that involved her 

husband. I thought that the school will persuade her to 

reveal where her husband was hiding. Regardless of my 

explanation and the obvious guiltiness and shameful 

reactions of the wife of the duper all written on her 

countenance, the school authority chose to protect the 

teacher. Instead of rendering assistance to help me, the 

school authority called police to arrest me for protesting 

loudly that the teacher should produce her husband in order 

to retrieve my money. Somebody had to come with money 

to the police station to bail me out. I was almost crazy with 

anger.  

 

On getting home that day, I wept bitterly. I prayed for 

deliverance and help from God. I reflected upon the whole 

matter and decided to soft pedal. I sat down to count my 

losses. I lost the very first accommodation because I 

wanted to distant his family from the evil attack of voodoo 

people. After that I faced the deceit of a friend who 

promised to help me. In addition to this, I faced the 

hostility of supposedly friend who gave me ultimatum to 

move out at all cost. As if this was not enough I was duped. 

I lost the two bedrooms that was sublet to me as well as the 

one year rent and deposit I paid in advance. In attempt to 

make effort to recover my money, I almost lost my honor 

and was almost gathered together with hardened criminals 

in the police cell. Lastly I also lost the money someone paid 

to bail him out of the police station as I was obligated to 

pay back. I summoned up courage and told myself, “Forget 

all the loss and move on with life.” The accommodation 

problem was still there. The persistent pressure of my 
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friend was still on. My wife was still heavy with pregnancy 

and almost due for delivery. The baby needs were yet to be 

purchased. Our two children would be fed. Our two cousins 

who were living with us also needed care. Our babysitter 

must be fed and her monthly wages paid at the end of the 

month. I was in a state of quandary. Confusion was not 

enough to describe the state of my mind. I was in a serious 

financial mess. I did not know what to do and at that 

moment I did not have any clue how to approach the 

situation.  Whatever may be the case, one thing is certain, 

life must continue.  

 

The unbelieving neighbors around me who knew about my 

ordeals advised me to curse the duper. I said, “I would not.” 

I explained further, “If I did not get my income through 

dubious means, all the losses will be recovered.” Further I 

said, “Since accommodation issue brought all these myriad 

problems to me and my family, I trusted in the Lord that, in 

no distant time God will solve my problem of 

accommodation permanently.”  

 

As before, I continued searching for accommodation. This 

time around, the first port of call into this particular real 

estate agent’s office landed me a four bedroom apartment 

of a newly completed building. The compound was well 

spacious and safe for children to play around with their 

toys. The rate per month was unbelievably cheap compared 

with standard rate for four bedroom apartment elsewhere. 

This was too good to be true was what I was thinking. 

Cautiousness has now become my watchword. I was 

somehow reluctant and told the landlord that I did not have 

enough money to pay. The landlord said, “You do not have 

to pay me one year rent in advance like others. Just give me 
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one month rent and a deposit. That will be sufficient.” I 

could not believe my ears, because it was a strange real 

estate transaction in Lagos where the landlords always ask 

for one year advance payment. I made the last precaution 

and asked, “How am I sure that if I pay you now, you will 

not give the same place to another person?” The landlord 

said, “No problem.” He gave me the keys to apartment and 

asked me to come and pay the following day. When I got 

home that night with the new apartment keys in my hand, I 

just fall face down flat to the ground praising the Lord. I 

told my wife all about the place, she felt so joyfully and 

relief. We were able to squeeze the one month rent and 

deposit out of our already encumbered monthly salary to 

pay for the new accommodation.  But that was not all. 

There were tons of financial obligations to be met. We 

could not figure out how to meet all the sudden financial 

needs of the family.  

 

Perhaps you think the trials were over. Wait and consider 

what followed. Two days later I got a message that one of 

the leaders in my family asked me to come and see him 

urgently. My home town was about 500 miles away. I have 

to travel home urgently to see what was happening. On 

getting home, I meet with this highly respected elder. He 

told me that he heard what happened to me in Lagos, and 

he wanted to help me. He said that was why he asked me to 

come home urgently. If I had known that it was about this 

issue, I should have ignored the so called urgent trip. 

 

However, this was the most interesting part of the story. All 

the rough times I had for the past two months were 

preliminary of the next line attack of enemy. The elderly 

man brought out already prepared native black magic 
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powdered medicine. He told many successful stories about 

the efficacy of the medicine. He said the medicine should 

be added to body-lotion, and should be robbed sparingly on 

the face and the hands. He said certain incantations must be 

made in our native language before application of the 

lotion. The English interpretation of the first statement of 

the incantations is, “Demon of Osanyin, I commit my 

allegiance into your hand.” I asked the “elderly man” 

humbly, “What if I say, “God Almighty, I commit my 

allegiance into your hand?” The elderly replied, “You have 

to do it the way it should be done in order to get the 

expected result.” In other word, the elderly man was 

telling me if I wanted the voodoo medicine to work for me, 

I have to exchange my soul for the service of demonic 

spirit. Further implication of this is that, I have to unseat 

the Savior Jesus Christ at the apex of my heart and replace 

it with Satan. It means I have to exchange my eternal 

salvation for temporary power of evil spirit. 

 

Having understood the negative spiritual implication of this 

evil offer, I humbly and tactically withdrew myself away 

from the elderly herbalist but those words continue to 

reverberate in my mind. You have to do it the way it should 

be done in order to get the expected result. I said to myself, 

‘If I do it in the way of Satan, even if I get the immediate 

expected result, the righteous foundation of my life from 

that moment will be shaken and altered to evil and the 

ultimate outcome will surely be destruction.’ “The thief 

cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy...” 

(John 10:10) ‘On the other hand, if I choose according to 

the righteous way of God, even if it is painful initially and 

not convenient, the foundation of my life will be 

strengthened and holy. The ultimate end will surely be 
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blessing and glorious testimonies of the faithfulness of 

God.’  

 

I was very heavy with this thought. I was about to make an 

important life-time decision. I began to think, and at the 

same time speaking to myself, “I am one of the officiating 

brethren in the church. I used my mouth to lead the 

congregation in prayer. I used my mouth to lead brethren in 

worshipping God. I used this mouth to confess that Jesus 

Christ is my Savior. How can I use the same mouth to 

unseat Christ from my heart and invite demon to take over? 

NO! NO!  I busted out loudly. “I won’t sell my soul 

cheap. I have been delivered from bondage before and I 

will not put myself into bondage again!” I shouted and 

fell down upon my face and cried bitterly in prayer unto the 

Lord and declared:  

 

“O God, I commit my life into your hand. You are 

aware of my problems. You are my God and my 

Redeemer. Do unto me as you pleased! Yes Lord! 

Do unto me as you pleased! I choose You, O God! I 

choose to live righteously according to your word! 

Intervene in my situation O God! Let me experience 

the expected blessing of your righteousness!”  

 

Your faith will surely face crisis. Crisis will define your 

faith clearly. Crisis will empty you so that God in His 

faithfulness can fill you. Crisis will exhibit how vulnerable 

you are without God so that you can value what God had 

made you to become after His divine intervention.  

 

I am sure you will like to know how everything went with 

us. Certainly, no one ever traded with God had reported 
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loss. There was no doubt that crisis really emptied my 

family. But the mercy of God permeated and filled the 

empty vacuum of our lives. It was as if God was waiting 

for those bold decisions He gave me the grace to make. 

Things begin to fall into their right places in our life. First 

of all, my wife delivered safely. Help in form of financial 

assistance and in kind were coming from all angles. These 

were not in response to the turbulent time we went through 

in the recent months. Most of the people that God used to 

bless us did not know that we had gone through any tough 

time lately. Within a short time we paid all the loans we 

had taken. All our debts were settled. Within one year we 

purchased a three bedroom apartment of our own from 

Lagos State Development and Property Corporation. We 

left the rented apartment and moved our family into our 

new home. As if this was not enough, God opened an 

opportunity of traveling abroad for us. We all came to 

United States of America and currently we are living in 

United States. We still own the three bedroom apartment in 

Lagos. And by His Grace, we are still faithfully serving the 

Living God.  

 

Crisis empties you and forces you to look for solace 

somewhere outside yourself. Certainly you will surely get 

one. The source of the solace you sought will determine 

your eternity. Some end in the eternity of rest while some 

unfortunately ended in the eternity of pain and gnashing of 

teeth. Some people look for short term solution to deal with 

long term problem. This is the type of solution that makes 

some to try their hands in a get rich quickly schemes 

involving evil activities. Some dip their hands into 

nefarious activities like drugs, prostitutions, etc. Some 
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exchange their eternity for short time paltry gains through 

occultism. Demas forsook Paul because he loved this 

present world …” (II Timothy 4:10) He applied short time 

sinful solution to his perennial situation. He gained the 

short term lustful pleasure at the expense of his long term 

loss of eternity. Demas was a companion of Apostle Paul. 

But that was the last time we heard of him in the Bible. 

These are the people that trade their salvation with things 

that perish in time. They have forgotten that Satan does not 

give a free gift. “... I am come that they might have life, and 

that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) 

Only Jesus Christ the Son of God gives life and gives it 

more abundantly.  He is the One who offers bread, water, 

wine and milk without price.  He bids you only to come.  

"Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he 

that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy 

wine and milk without money and without price." (Isaiah 

55:1)  

 

The type of believers like Demas cannot team up with 

struggling church that is trying to stand faithfully. They 

always think the cost of eternity is too much for them to 

bear. They cannot stand the molding and shaping in the 

hand of the Master Builder. They did not understand that 

the Lord is preparing and toughening them to be able to 

confront the problems of their end-time ministries. They 

did not know that the salvation of others and the anointing 

of those who will come to the Lord through them are 

contingent upon their yielding unto Lord’s shaping for their 

expected faithful service. They always like to seek big 

church where they can easily bury their talents in the midst 

of lukewarm brethren. They always hide their faces from 

Christian responsibilities. The Amen that spoke to the 
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Church of Laodecians, is speaking to you today. He says, 

“I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

could wish you were cold or hot. So then, because you are 

lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of 

My mouth.” (Revelations 3:15-16) It is my prayer that you 

will not share in the portion of the lukewarm believers in 

Jesus name, Amen. 

 

Yet there are some who will not mind to pay whatever it 

will cost them to seek solace from the right source. These 

people, whatever may be the situation they are going 

through, they always cast their net in the right side of the 

boat according to the Lord’s direction. They always wait 

patiently on God by fasting and in agonizing prayer. They 

would say, no matter how long He tarry he will surely 

come. They trust God totally and, without reservation in the 

face of the intense pain of their crisis. In some cases, their 

answer may not come quickly. Yet they stand still, waiting 

patiently for the God of their salvation. The weeping of 

these people may endure for a night, but their joy comes in 

the morning. (Psalm 30:5)  

 

You will overcome. You will surely jubilate. The end will 

surely justify the righteous efforts. But not all celebration is 

accomplished in this house of clay called ‘flesh.’ By faith, 

Abraham received the promise. He entered into a covenant 

with Almighty God—covenant of blessing in material 

wealth, in the increase of his offspring as numerous as the 

starry host in the sky. He also entered into covenant of 

victory over his enemies and lastly, covenant that promised 

blessing to the entire generation of mankind through him. 

The sworn oath of God confirmed that these covenants will 

be honored on the merit of the faithfulness of God. 
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Abraham witnessed the manifestation of the material 

wealth. Abraham had an heir in the person of Isaac 

although at the appointed time of God. But the rest of the 

covenants did not manifest during the life time of Abraham.  

 

Notwithstanding, our faithful Father in Heaven did not 

leave any letter of the covenant unfulfilled. He increased 

the generation of Abraham numerically and enlarged his 

coast exceedingly. By the covenant, the nation of Israel was 

birthed. The Heavenly Father subdued all the enemies of 

Abraham as He had promised and He gave his offspring 

resounding victories over their enemies. He blessed them in 

times past and He is still blessing them now even in our 

time. Among his offspring was Jacob father of Israel. 

Among them was Moses a powerful leader in Israel. 

Among them was Joseph an anointed leader that God lifted 

up in a foreign land. In the list of them was David, a 

righteous and praise worthy King in Israel. All the prophets 

mentioned in the Bible were primarily raised up so that the 

generation of Abraham might remain in the covenant of 

God. The scripture confirmed the testimony of God about 

David and said, “He raised up for them David as king, to 

whom also He gave testimony and said, 'I have found 

David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will 

do all My will.’”(Acts 13:22) And lastly, through the 

lineage of Abraham, Jesus Christ the Savior came to rescue 

mankind with true salvation.  

 

As long as you are living here on earth, you are tenant 

called to live in the house of clay called flesh. Your human 

nature therefore appropriately subjects you to human 

limitations. Although your days in the land of the living 

may be in the range of seventy years but the fulfillment of 



Prevailing Love Over Crises 

- 223 - 

 

God’s covenant is forever in thousands generation of the 

righteous. Your eternity in heaven is ascertained if you can 

stand still and continue to carry your cross faithful and 

follow Jesus Christ.  

 

Therefore brethren look beyond the gory crisis in your 

Christian life journey to behold the glory of Christ. Get 

ready for the surprise attack of the enemy. Crisis will surely 

come. The form it can take may appear unpredictable but 

God has promised that it will always take the shape of the 

Cross. It may be crisis within or without. It may be in-

fighting among the brethren against your leadership in the 

church. You might have been subjected to unparallel 

criticism by those you expect to understand you. As a 

minister of God you have reached the point of almost 

losing your temper because the brethren did not see the 

situation from your righteous point of view. You must not 

lose it because you are looking unto Jesus the author and 

finisher of your faith. “Let brotherly love continue.” 

(Hebrew 13:1) Perhaps you are faced with uncountable 

temptations through the agents of Satan in the congregation 

seeking to derail you. The antidote is a total submission 

unto God. When you form an alliance with God, you will 

become a strong and unbreakable majority. And Satan will 

have no other choice than to flee from you. “Therefore 

submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from 

you.”(James 4:7) 

 

It may be an unprecedented persecution of enemy of Christ 

against His Church. Especially in the hostile environment, 

do not be surprised to realize that no one seems to want you 

around. They showed it in their attitudes towards you and 

they demonstrate it with their wicked attacks. You may 
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wake up one day and discover that the church building 

where the children of God gather to worship God under 

your leadership had been razed down to frustrate and 

provoke you into anger. It may be true that the enemy had 

succeeded in destroying the building but remember that he 

is actually looking for an opportunity to destroy souls. They 

may even attempt to raise their weapon of destruction 

against the congregation of the Lord. Do not be tempted to 

fight back. Do not lead people of God to a physical fight 

with the enemy. In the book of Nehemiah 4:16-17 the 

provoked Israelites resorted to hold the weapon with one 

hand while they build the city wall with the other in order 

to be battle-ready against the provoking enemies. But Jesus 

Christ overruled against the principle of “an eye for an 

eye,” when He said, “You have heard that it was said, 

‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you: 

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you. ” 

(Matthew 5:43-44) No doubt, this is a tough spiritual 

precept to follow in the face of obvious physical 

provocation of the agents of Satan. At the same time, it is 

not an act of cowardice to follow the righteous 

commandment of God.  It is the righteous and an 

acceptable way to defeat the enemy to its wicked games. 

The battle stance of the Israelites building the Jerusalem 

city wall is to be our model but on the spiritual battle field.  

Hold the sword of the word of God in one hand ready to 

attack the powers and principalities while building the 

church of the Living God with the other hand.  Sometimes, 

this spiritual stance of battle is always called for.  After all, 

why do you think Israel was so belligerent and why do you 

think their story is composed mostly of battles fought and 

then won?  It is to show us and illustrate to us the nature of 
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the spiritual battle we are fighting and also the glory of the 

Promised Land we are fighting for. It is to remind us of the 

Ever Victorious Father that leads us ever onward. 

 

But again, our enemies are spiritual, not physical. You are 

the shepherd of the Lord’s flock. A shepherd does not 

endanger the lives of the flock. Do not give in to the 

provocation of enemy. If you have any battle to fight at all, 

fight it on your knees. After this, wait for the faithfulness of 

Almighty God. The scripture assured us that “the weapons 

of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling 

down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high 

thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 

bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of 

Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience when 

your obedience is fulfilled.” (II Corinthians 10:4-6) 

Enemies may come to you in their voracious attack but like 

a flood the Holy Spirit shall lift up a standard against even 

the wiles of enemy.  Our Lord, the Mighty Warrior will rise 

to the occasion. He will defend His holy name in your 

ministry. The host of heaven will be on your side. You will 

have a testimony of victory at last.  

 

In the moment of your crisis what you see is very 

important. If you are a child of God, you deny yourself in 

order to attain the righteousness of God, and you are 

carrying your Cross to follow Christ in righteous conduct 

you will surely behold the glory of God in your crisis. And 

this will become divine strength that will see you through 

the agony of the crisis. Stephen declared the gospel of God 

to the Israelites. He connected the dots of the history of 

faithfulness of God towards the unfaithful Israelites. At the 

same time revealed the grace of salvation through Christ 
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and also the imminent consequence of their spiritual 

ingratitude. Instead of accepting their wrong doings and 

asking for forgiveness, the people were wroth in anger 

against Stephen. At that very moment, Stephen was opened 

to the divine vision of Heaven and he beheld the glory of 

God. “But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 

heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the 

right hand of God, and said, "Look! I see the heavens 

opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God!” (Acts 7:55-56) The persecutors rushed against him 

in anger and began to stone him. With his broken skull, 

bloody battered face, and broken limbs he still managed to 

kneel down and cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not 

charge them with this sin.”(Acts 7:60) The unprecedented 

love of God prevailed in his agony! That was a divine 

strength in the decisive moment of crisis! This is the divine 

strength that brings about the heart of forgiveness even as 

you are being wronged. The type of strength that made 

Jesus Christ pray for those who crucified Him saying, 

"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." 

(Luke 23:34) Jesus submitted to the will of the Father--

because of the joy that was set before him. Focus on Jesus 

Christ our example.  Looking unto Jesus, the author and 

finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 

Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 

down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 

12:2)  

 

Beloved, are you ready to weather the spiritual storm of 

your crises? Crises lead people to make decisions. It 

compels people to make choices. Whatever decision or 

choice you make may shape your eternity and the future of 

others. The grace of God is always available to the saints to 
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ride in the roller-coaster of their crises so that they might 

take a decisive righteous stand even in a brutal season. The 

pain of glory may be excruciating but the weight of glory is 

extraordinarily awesome. Heaven is surely worth it!  
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on This! Series 8. If you 
would like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, 
please pray the prayer in the box below. Please note that you are 
about to make an important decision in your life. Please pay 
attention to details. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know that you are the Son of Living 
God. You died for me on the Cross. I know that I have 
sinned in my thoughts, words and actions. There are so 
many good things I failed to do. There are so many 
sinful things I have done. I confess all my wrongdoings 
and I am truly sorry for my sinful life. I now turn away 
from everything I considered to be sinful. Have mercy 
upon me, Lord and forgive me all my sins. You gave 
your life as a ransom for my soul; I gratefully give my 
life to you. I humbly invite you to come into my life as 
my Savior to redeem me, and as my Friend to be with 
me forever. My Lord and my King, I will serve you all the 
remaining years of my life in complete obedience to 
your words, in Jesus name, Amen.  

 
If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of 
mind, rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you 
now. We also welcome to the fold of believers.” Please, there are 
important things you must know and the steps you have to take. 
The author of this book is a member of Deeper Life Bible 
Church but please get in contact with any Bible Believing Living 
Church near you where you can truly serve the Lord in truth and 
in spirit in order to learn and know more about the love of God.  
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