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This book is dedicated to the
honor, glory and adoration
of

GOD ALMIGHTY
and to my beloved friends,
Stephen and Susan Hassman

the family that God used to bless
me when | newly came to this nation.



Introduction

“Go to the ant” is an inspired instruction of wisdom from the
wisest man to have lived on earth, King Solomon. Solomon, a di-
rect descendant of King David of the Bible, was the author of a
collection of moral and religious maxims known as the Book of
Proverbs.

It may be assumed that there is not much one can learn
from the ant -- a tiny insect that subsists mainly on garbage. To
presume we can learn anything from this insect is as if we are
equating our own wisdom and intellect with that of an insect,
which belittles our sense of pride. But the fact that this inspired
instruction is in the Bible makes it worth a thorough considera-
tion.

This | know to be certain: If there is nothing useful that man
can learn from the ant, God would not have inspired Solomon to
direct the heart of man to this tiny insect in his writing.

It may be assumed that “Go to the Ant” is only for the phys-
ically lazy people because the full statement is: “Go to the Ant,
thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise.” But this inspired
word is also for the spiritually lazy. Laziness is defined as “fail-
ure to achieve one’s full potential as a result of idleness, indo-
lence and negligence.” These human weaknesses do not manifest
only in the physical aspect of our lives; they also affect the spir-
itual aspect. Still, we may wonder: “How can we learn spiritual
wisdom from the ways of an ant?”



When | was growing up, toys were not abundant in my town,
nor were they very popular. The only toy I can remember was a
carved wooden baby doll that belonged to my little sister. 1 was
left to play with an unripe orange as a substitute for a ball, and
with watching and observing the little creatures around me. Along
the way | developed a keen interest in the ant.

One of the things | did not understand about the ant was its
“language,” but by observing this unique creature | learned a lot. |
don’t remember what motivated me to watch the ants, but as |
grew in age, as well as advancing in the word of God, | came
across the “Go to the ant” instruction in the Bible. The word hit
me with an inexplicable, powerful force.

As | began to recount my experiences with this insect and to
compare my meditation upon this instruction, chains of deep reve-
lation relating to the understanding of the word began to unfold in
my mind.

Immediately after this, | had a strong desire to share this under-
standing with others. T asked myself, “How can I share my child-
hood experience as a son of farmer with the sophisticated society
of the Western world, and convey a message of God that will be
meaningful to them?” But then | remembered the word of God:
“Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained
strength ...” (Psalm 8:2)

| then realized that it is not the way that | convey the mes-
sage that matters; it is the way the Holy Spirit will process His
word in the heart of the reader.



It is my prayer that the Holy Spirit will process the message
in this book to bless you. With this in mind, dear reader, follow
me to our farm in the heart of the tropical forest of West Africa,
and consider what God has in store for you from my little friend --
the ant.

Michael A. Eleyinafe
August 2002
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Go to the Ant

Go to the ant, thou sluggard;
consider her ways, and be wise.
Proverbs 6:6

It was the beginning of yet another day in the tropical part of
West Africa. The azure-blue sky held only a few clouds as the sun
rose across the hilltops, and its breathtaking brightness promised a
beautiful day. It was well into the growing season in the town of
Ilawe EKkiti, and our farm was beautifully green. The maize (the
West African name for corn) was about three-and-a-half feet tall.
The yam plants, now fully grown, were curled around their sup-
portive sticks. Maize and yam are the major crops in the cultivated
farmland. Farmers measure the time of the season by the height
and fullness of these two plants.

The farmlands, so lush with vegetables and grains, were in
stark contrast to the uncultivated areas, where thick bushes and
tall savanna grasses grew amid heaps of dead leaves, the remnants
of the dry season. But the current wet and humid environment ac-
celerated the decaying of the dead leaves that served as food for
insects. The wild animals and insects in this tropical part of the
world wait for the rainy season because this is when they come
out of their hibernation to live on the abundance of nature.

As was the normal practice each morning, my siblings and |
greeted our parents. We boys prostrated ourselves in front of our
parents and our sisters knelt in a courtesy bow. This should not be
misconstrued as worshipping our parents; rather, it is a gesture of
respect.



Go to the Ant

Although we love and cherish our parents, we seldom tell
them so. The belief in our culture is that love resides in the mind
and manifests in deeds, and so we rarely exchange hugs. Instead,
we show our love and respect by our greeting. After our morning
greetings we reached for our chewing sticks. Chewing sticks are
the tender buds or roots of a certain tree that are used much like a
toothbrush and toothpaste. These trees grow in the open places in
the town, and anyone who needs a chewing stick helps himself
from these trees. In addition, chewing sticks are sold in the mar-
ket. When chewed, some are slightly bitter in taste and some
foam, but they have medicinal value and keep the teeth healthy.

After using the chewing sticks, we rinsed our mouths and
washed our faces to clean up the igbarun-gbarun (sleeping drool).
This was the extent of our morning cleansing routine. We rarely
bathed in the morning unless we were going to the farm for in-
spection purposes only. Taking a bath in the morning may be
practical in urban areas but in the rural areas we farmers bathed in
spring water. And in the early morning, water from the spring was
very cold. We preferred to schedule our bathing at the end of the
day's work when the spring water was a little warmer.

| did not always like to accompany my parents to our farm. It
was a long distance to walk, and the morning dew that brushed my
skin on the weedy, narrow path to the farm was icy cold. But most
of all, I knew there would be swarms of tiny, hungry insects,
called kotonkan, waiting to feed on human blood.

When we got to the farm, however, | changed my tune. The
wet and weedy path and the attack of the swarms of kotonkan
were soon forgotten when | saw the abundance of food at the
farm. There was no specific breakfast time or lunchtime at the
farm; we ate when we were hungry. Sometimes our meal would
be fresh corn or plantain, roasted on firewood. At other times it
would be boiled yams with eggplant in palm oil. Fruits were al-
ways plentiful, and | could eat my fill of bananas, pineapples,
pawpaw, mangoes, oranges, guava and tangerines.
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There is a common saying: “A farmer’s enjoyment is like the
enjoyment that precedes a journey to the great beyond.” Farmers
in our own part of the world truly enjoy a good meal. We might
have an antelope, if one had been killed in a hunting expedition,
which was then cooked with assorted native ingredients and
homemade seasoning in a clay pot of rorowo (vegetable) soup,
along with the larvae of palm-raffia beetle (usually the size of
chicken gizzard) and osun-okiti (mushroom).

But it was not the quantity of food that made mealtime special,
nor was it the manner in which it was served. Rather, it was the
rich culture behind the preparation of the meal. For instance, one
did not talk while pounding yam; this was to prevent saliva acci-
dentally falling into the pounded yam. Also, one did not sit to pre-
pare pounded yam, and the yam had to be pounded when it was
very hot. When two people were pounding yam, one could almost
dance to the sound of their pestles hitting the wooden mortar.
When the pounding was finished, a big ball of hot, pounded yam
was carefully wrapped in green plantain leaves, not on the table
but on the floor of the hut. Carved calabash, a type of gourd, was
used as a plate for this delicacy.

There would also be a fresh, undiluted palm wine (emu-aroso)
capped in the gourd. Its white, fermenting foam is an indication of
its high quality. This would wash everything down after the deli-
cious meal. The palm wine was mainly for men; women seldom
drank it, and when | would ask my father for a sip, he would say,
“Children don’t drink palm wine!”

On this particular day my father insisted that my sister and |
stay in the hut because we were not old enough to work on the
farm, and because he worried about the snakes that waited under
the creeping plants to prey on small animals. But kids will be kids,
regardless of whether they live in the civilized Western world or
in the tropical part of West Africa, and my sister and | were no
different. Even though my father, in his good-faith parental effort
to safeguard us, wanted us to stay inside the hut, my sister and I
went out to explore our environment.
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My sister, ’Banke, walked around the farm singing the folk
songs she learned from the elders. | explored the safe areas of the
farm, listening to and enjoying the music of nature. When differ-
ent sounds blend together — the cooing of the dove, the chirp of
crickets, the laughter of hyenas and the chattering of squirrels —
the music of nature has its own unique melody and rhythm. To
amuse myself and keep myself busy, I tried to mimic the birdsong,
or kept a close watch on the millipedes and the centipedes, the
praying mantis, the butterflies and the ants.

The ants always held my attention more than any other insect.
In West Africa there are many species of ant. Some are harmful;
some are not. Some are as tiny as three millimeters long; some are
as large as one centimeter. | found all of them spectacular to
watch. They were constantly involved in one activity or another.
If an ant is not in its hole, it is busily working. In fact, it is diffi-
cult to follow a single ant; you may lose track of it and begin fol-
lowing another ant because they work so closely together.

Although | didn’t realize it at the time, God was preparing me
for future reflection upon His words. He instilled in me a keen de-
sire to watch the ant and to note its unique ways. My watching
this creature was permanently imprinted in my memory.

This was part of God’s plan for me -- that | study the ant, re-

member its industrious nature, and apply this lesson in my own
life so as not to become physically or spiritually lazy.
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If I speak in the tongues of

men and angels, but have not love,
I am only a resounding gong

or a clashing cymbal.

| Corinthians 13:1

One afternoon | was in the ahere (farm hut), eating with my
parents. A tiny piece of meat that | was about to put into my
mouth dropped on the floor. | wanted to pick it up but my mother
would not allow it. When we finished the meal, my parents re-
turned to their activities on the farm, leaving my sister and me in
the hut. I remembered my tiny piece of meat and went searching
for it. But the ants had already found it and were trying to drag it
to their hole. Although I’d wanted that meat, I was glad for anoth-
er opportunity to watch the ants at work.

When one ant comes upon another ant, they do something re-
markable — they touch each other with their feelers. When they
part, one of the ants moves faster as it returns to its hole, as if it is
going to relay a message to others. Although this process is likely
to be how the insects determine whether they are members of the
same colony, it always seemed to me as if the ants were greeting
each other, exchanging information and showing affection for
each other.

The thoughtfulness that these tiny creatures seemed to exhibit
toward each other was amazing, and in strong contrast to humans.
Before we humans extend a helping hand, we want to know that it
is needed. Often we determine this by asking others “Are you
okay?” or “Can I give you a hand?” With ants, however, help is
given instinctively. Although ants may not be capable of rational
thought, they are creatures in the hand of God, and He gave them
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enough wisdom to live and cooperate with each other. Ants are
capable of organizing themselves and living in harmony. God cre-
ated these creatures to commune with each other and bear each
other’s burdens, and because one of the attributes of the living
God is love, the ants’ actions — created and predetermined by God
— may be interpreted as an act of love.

When an ant meets another ant that is carrying a large piece of
food, it will touch the burdened ant with its feelers, as if it is ask-
ing, “Do you need help?” The first ant will then take part of the
load and help carry the food back to the colony. If a small creature
such as an ant can seem to lend a “helping hand,” we humans can
learn that lesson to help our fellow man.

Consider this wonderful attribute of the ant and you will be
able to appreciate God’s word: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as
thyself.” (Matthew 22:39) It is easy to admonish others with this
Bible verse, but if we look inward, we often find that we ourselves
have work to do. Some people find it difficult to love themselves.
They may be unable to see any good in themselves, or their atten-
tion may be focused on negative issues. It’s not just a good idea to
love ourselves; God expects us to love ourselves. It’s healthy, it’s
right and it is an appreciation of the gift of life that God gave to us

I love myself and appreciate every aspect of myself because |
behold the image of the loving God in me. It’s not that I am free
from the typical problems of any man, but as long as God’s breath
of life is in me, | believe | am one of the best He created.

Once you love yourself you have a solid base for loving oth-
ers, because it is out of the abundance of what you possess that
you can share with others. How do you respond to your neighbor?
Is it coldly, or warmly in the love of God? How do you act toward
your colleagues? Are you cooperative and pleasant, or hostile and
insensitive to them? And how do you treat your spouse? Godly
love can improve your marital relationship or any relationship. |
am saddened when | hear someone say he is not on speaking
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terms with another person. This is not the will of God concerning
your relationship with others. Speaking kindly to your neighbor,
your friends and your family is a way to show God’s love. Skillful
hands as well as clumsy hands are meant for fellowship with oth-
ers, touching them with the love of God. You don’t have to oper-
ate from the pulpit in order to minister to others. The will of God
— showing loving kindness — is your ministry. Express love in
words and deeds because love beautifies lives. Expressing love
touches another’s life much like polishing a scuffed shoe — it
makes it shine. A genuine expression of love is like a rising sun
that turns the darkness of the night to a beautiful dawn. Love ig-
nites the spirit with joy and sets hope in motion. Love says "I will
be there for you -- in time of need, in time of comfort, in time of
agony, in time of joy.” Love is opened arms that offer comfort;
it’s a shoulder to lean on when there is despair. Love is encourag-
ing words when one is down; it is hands that clap with happiness.

Expressions of love can take many forms. My four-year-old
son has delayed speech and is unable to say the words “I love you,
Daddy.” Even so, he shows his love for me. He will kiss my fin-
ger and then place that finger to my mouth. He will hang up my
shirt for me or help me take off my shoes. With a simple touch he
shows his concern for me when | seem tired. Love does not need
only verbal expression; it goes beyond that. Consider the lifestyle
of the ant. This tiny creature transforms an expression of love into
action. We can do this, too.

Several years ago a neighbor of mine in Nigeria approached
me. “Now that my husband has gone to America,” she said, “in-
stead of sitting down doing nothing, what can | do to improve my
lot?”

I thought about this and then said, “Why don’t you look into
adult education? Being a responsible and serious individual, you
can achieve a lot within a short time.” I had passed through the
adult education program myself, so | was able to give her up-to-
date information about the program. She took my advice. The fol-
lowing day she enrolled in the secretarial studies program. She

- 15 -



Go to the Ant

was diligent and hardworking. About a year later I met her again
and asked her how her studies were coming along.

After a brief description of her progress, she said, “I would
have loved to sit for the forthcoming external examination but |
don’t have the necessary fees, so I must defer it to another time.”

The following day I brought her a money order that covered
the amount of the examination fee. She was overwhelmed with
joy. To my neighbor the money meant so much, but for me, it was
not a great amount. | just wanted her to realize her dream. It is not
the value of help you render that matters; it is the spirit of love
behind it that counts. My neighbor sat for her examination, and
she passed. A few months later she joined her husband and got her
first job in America with her new certificate. That was the begin-
ning of her success in the United States.

Love is not a passive feeling; it is an active emotion with a
powerful force. Love is behind every hand that stretches out in
kindness to others, and that includes giving moral support and en-
couragement, or offering advice. Love is being there for those in
need without expecting something in return.

Do you remember the proverb of the Good Samaritan? A
wounded Israelite was alone on a road. The first person who came
upon him was a priest, but the priest rushed past the lIsraelite
without offering to help, leaving the man in agony. No one knows
why this priest would not help. He certainly was not ignorant of
the law of God concerning compassion and love, yet he refused to
help.

Then a Levite came along the same road. He studied the Isra-
elite and saw that he was wounded, but he would not lend a help-
ing hand. The Levite, too, understood the need for compassion
toward the wounded man, but like the priest, the Levite walked
on, leaving the wounded man in agony.
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Finally, a Samaritan came upon the wounded Israelite. Alt-
hough the Samaritan was a heathen without any instruction in ho-
ly law, he lifted up the wounded man from his helpless situation.
The Bible says the Samaritan “had compassion on him.” The Sa-
maritan got down off his donkey and tended to the Israelite’s
wound, pouring on oil and wine, and binding the wound for him.
Then the Good Samaritan set the Israelite on the donkey and
brought him to an inn, where he spent the night caring for him.

Offering help to others is not always easy. In fact, it is a sacri-
fice. It may cost us time or money. It may cause us pain. But any
time we extend our hands to uplift another, our hands become an
extension of the hand of God. When a helping virtue flows from
you to another, heavenly virtue flows back to you. “Blessed are
the merciful for they shall receive mercy.”’(Matthew 5:7)

“Love thy neighbor as thyself” encompasses many virtues, one
of which is trusting the individuals you love. We normally share
our thoughts or our feelings with those we love and trust; those
people on whom we can rely for direction and advice. We know
that these people will not conceal the truth from us because they
sincerely care about us, and we know they will not reveal our se-
crets to others. Even so, friends occasionally “blow it.” We may
feel betrayed, and friendships become strained. But love does not
keep a record of wrong doings. Forgiveness is one of love’s vir-
tues. Forgiveness in love connects a broken relationship and gives
us the opportunity to trust each other again. This, then, is the me-
dium through which God has always dealt with the sinful error of
man. He loves us without question, and His forgiveness in love is
why His mercy endures forever.

“Love thy neighbor as thyself” also encompasses sowing a
seed of kindness into someone’s life. Whenever you do a kind
deed, you show you are compassionate and loving. It establishes
trust between you and the recipient of the kind deed, which can
lead to a rewarding relationship.
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Love is a powerful force that fosters a beautiful relationship.
In 1991, while I was living in New York, | met an American gen-
tleman in the church | was attending. The man humbly ap-
proached me and said, “Would you please allow your children to
go out to the church picnic with me next Sunday?”

| could sense that he was indirectly inviting me to the picnic. |
already had family engagements for that Sunday but I rescheduled
them so my family could honor the picnic invitation. The gentle-
man and | learned more about each other that day, and we became
friends. Early in 1999, he relocated to San Antonio, Texas, his
hometown. The distance between us did not affect our friendship
in any way. One evening he phoned me and I could tell by his
greeting that he was excited. Then he said, “Guess what? | am
here in New York because tomorrow night | am going to propose
marriage to my sweetheart on the top of Empire State Building! |
just pray that she will accept.” In previous phone conversations he
had mentioned his sweetheart and he kept updating me on how
beautifully the relationship was progressing.

| closed my tearful eyes and thought how unusual it should be
that a man from Texas in the United States would inform a man
from the remote part of West Africa of such an important and sen-
sitive life decision. But although we had lived on different conti-
nents, were raised in different cultures and had different skin col-
or, the love of my beloved Christian friend cut across the barriers
of our differences. | was equally excited and was filled with joy
about the honorable decision he was about to make. | assured him
of the depth of my love and the abundance of my sincere wishes
for him, and I said, “I pray that everything will be okay.” And
then I promised him, “I will be there, come rain or sunshine, to
witness the wedding ceremony in any part of the world.”

The following day my beloved friend and his fiancée came to

visit my family at our home in the Bronx. My home was the first
place they visited after they became engaged. Although we were
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living in the ghetto, he did not see the ugliness of our surround-
ings because of his love for my family.

On May 6, 2000, the marriage of my friend and his fiancée
took place in Dallas, Texas. Through the grace of God | was able
to keep my word to him, and it was one of the greatest moments
of my life. I was honored to be one of the groomsmen -- and the
only African groomsman in the wedding party -- and | dressed in
an expensive tuxedo. It was the first wedding ceremony in which |
had ever played an active role. My family was honored to be one
of the candle lighters in the ceremony, an important part of wed-
ding ceremony culture in Texas.

Love is tolerant; it cuts across malice and thrives in righteous-
ness. Love does not envy. That is why it can cheerfully be extend-
ed in compassion. Love does not rejoice in the failure of others.
Love moved the heart of God to give His Son to the whole world,
and it moved the heart of the Son of God to relinquish His throne
in heaven to come to earth for us. Jesus Christ is the brilliant evi-
dence of the love of the Father. In love He pointed us to the Fa-
ther, and He suffered on the cross so that grace, the vehicle of our
salvation, might be established.

“Love thy neighbor as thyself” is a simple instruction. Alt-
hough ants live a cooperative existence with each other out of nat-
ural instinct, their way of life is still to the glory of God. That is
why the Bible instructs us to “follow the ant.”

The Bible also tells us that love never fails. Love does not fail
because there is endurance. But if you lack endurance for the foi-
bles of others you cannot claim to have godly love for your neigh-
bor. Endurance in love was the reason why Jesus Christ was not
provoked by His crown of thorns, by the insults hurled at Him, or
by His crucifixion.

When we can look beyond physical appearances to the heart
of our neighbors, that is a transforming love that heals the soul
and the spirit. Love is truly colorblind. Love is blind to the colors
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of hatred and discrimination because of its own glorious bril-
liance, perfectly created by God. When your love toward others
cuts across all borders of hatred and you allow the beauty of Jesus
Christ to be seen in your loving kindness towards others, that is
love divine.
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Ask, and it shall be given to you;
seek, and you shall find;

knock, and the door

will be opened to you.

Matthew 7:7

The ant is one of the hardest-working creatures on earth. One
wonders what motivates ants to work so hard. Could it be loyalty
to the queen? Could it be instinct that drives the little creature to
contribute to its colony’s need? Perhaps by natural impulse, the
ant feels the queen that produces the eggs needs to be constantly
fed, and the workers in the nursery must have something to feed
on. Above all, the eggs and the larvae must be nurtured for the
continuous existence of the colony.

The intriguing aspect of the ant’s searching for food is that it
may travel a long distance (relevant to its size), whether during
daylight or in the night, and it still knows its way back to its colo-
ny after it finds food. It is amazing how this creature navigates the
distance it travels during its search. The ant always knows where
to go. Perhaps this is due to its powerful sensory organ. Its feeler
can sense food at a considerable distance from its colony. In the
24 hours of the day, the ant seems constantly on the move. It is
almost as if the ant does not sleep because it recognizes one fact:
There is food waiting to be claimed. It does not wait in its hole,
hoping that the food will appear. It seeks, searches and puts in a
tremendous effort until it finds food. But the ant does not consume
its food immediately; it always brings its catch to its colony.

When I was in London I couldn’t help noticing the activities
of the pigeons at Trafalgar Square. At first, the environment
seems quiet while these birds settle on the statues in the park or on
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the branches of the nearby trees. But the moment someone throws
grain into the air, the environment is spontaneously electrified.
The flapping wings of the hungry birds make a thunderous noise.
The birds dive and rush for a share of the grain, whether it’s for
themselves or to feed their offspring in the nest. Consider the fac-
tors that bring about this activity. The birds are hungry and are on
the lookout for anyone who will feed them. They are eager and
ready to take flight. The pigeons treasure their food and each puts
forth its best effort to get its share of the grain.

Every creature of God has needs, although the motivating fac-
tor differs. Hunger seems to be the motivation of the pigeons at
Trafalgar Square. Hunger also motivates the ant to keep searching
for food. The motivating factors that drive man depend largely on
his needs, but whether man or other creature, there is a common
method of getting what we want -- by searching for it. The ant
knows what to do to satisfy its needs. The pigeons at Trafalgar
Square put their swiftness and strength into play when the grain is
thrown into the air. Of all creatures, man is the one who often puts
forth little effort to obtain his needs.

Just as God recognizes and provides for the needs of the
smallest of His creatures, He recognizes a need in our lives, even
before we have awareness of that need. He creates opportunities
for us so that our needs will be met. He has already provided
blessings for us in the path of our life journey. But instead of de-
pending and trusting in His divine provision, we tend to place our
trust in our own abilities. We think only what we can do for our-
selves and not what God has already done for us. At times, we be-
have as if we have no hope.

When there was a need for meat in the camp of the Israelites
who wandered in the wilderness, instead of seeking the face of
God for their needs, some people murmured that they had an
abundance of meat in the slave camps of Egypt, from which God
had just delivered them. Some wrongly perceived that God, who
brought them so far into the wilderness, was unable to meet their
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needs. They were without hope. But Moses, their leader, saw the
situation differently. Moses looked to Almighty God for the needs
of the camp, and God met those needs. God miraculously directed
quails to fill their camp, and the heavenly supply of manna fell to
the ground of their camps on a daily basis. But God did not put the
quails on their plates, nor did He put the manna in their mouths.
The Israelites went out daily to pick enough rations of manna for
food and to hunt the quails for meat.

In time past, God has manifested in different names to meet
different needs of mankind. God revealed Himself to the Israelites
as Jehovah Jireh -- “God that provides” -- and only those who
recognized Him as such found His abundant provision. He has
manifested as Jehovah Rapha -- “the healer.” He heals those who
know Him as a divine healer. He has also manifested as Jehovah
Shalom -- “God that brings us peace.” He will quiet the storm of
the lives of the people who trust in His divine ability. He will be a
shepherd to those who hear His voice and yield to Him.

Solomon saw Him as a wise God and sought wisdom from
Him. Not only did Solomon get wisdom, he got a bonus -- materi-
al wealth.

By Almighty God’s abundant mercy, He never leaves His own
in the cold in their time of need. He did not leave His servant, Eli-
jah, in the cold during the three-year ravaging famine in the king-
dom of Ahab. He directed Elijah to hide in the brook of Cherith,
where He commanded the ravens to bring Elijah His divine provi-
sion on daily basis. When the river dried, His divine provision did
not dry. It only shifted base. God directed Elijah to the widow of
Zarephath, a woman God used to minister to Elijah’s need at the
difficult time. God miraculously filled the widow’s apparently
empty jar of flour and her almost-empty jug of oil. These provi-
sions remained until the end of the famine.

It is important to note here that Elijah had a choice. He had a
choice not to reach out to claim those divine provisions by not fol-
lowing the directives of Almighty God.
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“If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the best from
the land.” (lsaiah 1:19) Elijah was willing and obedient to the
commandment of God. He placed his faith in the infinite source of
God. He placed his trust in the One from whom all blessing flows.
Elijah reached out in faith and he ate the best of the land.

“Ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find;
knock, and the door shall be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7)

Some may think that since God knows the intent of man and
He is fully aware of our needs, He should simply supply those
needs as they arise without our asking Him. The key words in the
above scripture from Matthew are ask, seek and knock. These
words are a spiritual password from God. Interestingly, the first
letters of each key word (ask, seek, knock) form the first key word
-- ask. In this way, God reminds His children of the importance of
fellowship with Him. It is during our fellowship with God in
prayer that we are to present our needs before Him.

“By prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your re-
quest to God.” (Philippians 4:6)

Ask, seek, knock -- these are the three sure steps to receive
blessings from God. If you are in need, do not stop after asking
God for it. Go one step further and seek God’s face. By “seeking
His face,” you ask to be made aware of the will of God concern-
ing your request, and apply your mind to your need. This leads
you to understand the positive and negative aspects of your re-
quest. Your diligence in asking and seeking will also lead you to
the right door on which to knock to receive the blessing of God.

Knocking at the door requires consistency to remind God of
His promises concerning your life. He will hear you and meet
your needs. Whenever you knock at the door of His mercy for
your needs, expect and be prepared for a pleasant surprise. You
may even obtain more of His blessing than you requested.
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If you seek earnestly, diligently and wholeheartedly, you will
receive the divine blessing of Almighty God. When Jesus Christ
mentioned the three steps of receiving from God, He revealed the
mind of God. He revealed God’s pain in our ignorance for our
failure to trust God for all our needs. He was testifying about the
commitment and faithfulness of God in doing what He promised,
and was backing up those powerful steps with divine assurance.

If God did not intend to answer you in the time of your need,
Jesus Christ, His Son, would not bid you to ask. If there were
nothing in the storehouse of God, and your search would end in
vain, His Son would not tell you to seek. Jesus wants you to get
connected to the Source of your sustenance -- God Almighty. He
wants you to reach out and receive your blessings. He wants you
to have a constant supply of blessing from the Father.

Jesus Christ tested the faith of the Canaanite woman who
asked Him to heal her daughter. He said to her: “It is not right to
take the children’s bread, and toss it to the dogs.” (Matthew
15:26) Jesus was saying that He didn’t recognize the Canaanite
woman as someone who believed in God’s goodness. But the Ca-
naanite woman did not allow anything to stand between her and
her blessing. She faithfully reached out, in humility and in the
wealth of wisdom, and said: “Yes, Lord...But even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their master’s table” (Matthew 15:27-28)

In that brief moment in fellowship with Jesus Christ and in
understanding of the will of God, the woman’s faith connected her
to the everlasting supply, and her request was granted.

Prayer is the means through which the children of God reach
out to receive blessings from the Almighty Father. Some say, “I
do not pray and | am not a Christian, but I always get whatever |
want.” Some say, “I am a Christian, but | pray very little before I
get what [ want.”

The heathen who seeks the face of God in prayer for blessings
has skipped the protocol. He has “jumped the queue,” because the
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food of the children is not meant to feed the dogs. A Christian
who does not know how to seek the face of God in prayer for his
needs still has much to learn about the ways of God. These people
are settling for the crumbs that fall from the master’s table. You
are the beloved of the Father, and He has earmarked the best for
you. Jesus Christ died for you so that you can be reconciled to the
Heavenly Father and have access to the Throne of Grace. The
storehouse of the kingdom of God has been declared open for you
so that your request will not be rejected.

The son who identifies himself with his father is a beloved
son. God wants you to be identified with Him. He wants you to
recognize Him as the Vine, and He will recognize you as the
branch. Your needs are not problems to God; in fact, it is His re-
sponsibility to you. It is your fellowship that He desires. He wants
you to establish a relationship with Him. Your relationship with
God will bring about the divine registration of your name in the
book of life. He has invited you to His banquet of blessings. Do
not go after the crumbs that occasionally fall from the master’s
table. Reach out and get connected to the source of blessing that
flows from God.

“And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for
me with all your heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)

If you seek you will find. His divine light will shine on you.
His words will be a lamp unto your feet and He will never leave
you in the darkness. God is behind the door, waiting for you to
knock. He will provide the abundant blessing of heaven at the
moment He recognizes that you are knocking.
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Let the wicked forsake his way,

and the unrighteous man his thoughts:
and let him return unto the Lord,

and he will have mercy upon him;

and to our God,

for he will abundantly pardon.

Isaiah 55:7

It was toward the end of the month of May. The maize plants,
about six feet tall now, were budding and pollen grains were fall-
ing to pollinate the flowery buds of the maize. The farm was a
tempting playground for my sister and me because we could qui-
etly sit within the farm, watching the activities of the unsuspecting
birds as they tried to build their nests on the maize plant. But con-
trary to our desire to play at the farm, we knew the sharp edges of
the maize leaves could easily cut our skin and make it very itchy,
and so we only enjoyed the beauty of the farm from afar.

The yam farm provided an alternate playground. My father
had just finished weeding the yam farm, and the paths along the
ridges provided trouble-free movement for him to harvest vegeta-
bles.

I was still pondering what to play with among the “natural
toys” when I saw a millipede. It was walking so fast, it seemed to
be in haste this morning. As | touched it, it folded itself into a cir-
cle shape and produced a smelly secretion. Millipedes do this to
repel intruders. | stayed quiet as | waited for its next move. It un-
folded itself and continued its journey, and | followed the milli-
pede on my hands and knees.
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Then I saw something that I hadn’t previously noticed on the
farm: concave brownish material surrounding the ant hole. I
thought it was so beautiful. It was as if a city wall had been built
around the entrance of their hole. I did not know how it got there,
but as | continued to watch | discovered something. One by one,
the ants emerged from the hole, each carrying a large piece of de-
bris. | later learned that the debris was a combination of decayed
matter and soil, which the ants removed from their hole to make
room for their newfound food. These tiny creatures carried the
debris, and would not drop it until they reached the edge of the
concave anthill that surrounded their hole. By instinct, the ants
were clearing the useless things out of their hole to make room for
the new harvest. The Bible confirms this in Proverbs 6:8 when it
tells us:

“Yet it [the ant] stores its provisions in summer, and gathers
its food at harvest. ”

The ants instinctively know that the farther they carry the de-
bris away from the anthill, the less possibility there is that the de-
bris will roll back into their hole. Watching this meticulous activi-
ty, | was reminded of something the elders often say: “Anything
worth doing at all is worth doing well.”

Man deals with dirt every day. We find it at different times in
our home, and like the dutiful ant, we don’t ignore it; we clean
away the dirt as soon as we can. We would not cook a meal on a
messy stove or bake a cake in a dirty oven. We don’t ignore dirty
kitchen utensils and we wouldn’t serve dinner on dirty plates. We
empty the garbage when it produces an offensive odor. The messy
stove and the utensils are washed with soap and water. The vacu-
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um cleaner does justice to the dust on the carpet and when we re-
move the garbage from the kitchen, the offensive odor becomes a
clean one. Why do we use different items to clean our environ-
ment? Different problems require different solutions, even though
the objective -- a clean house -- is the same. We do whatever it
takes to have a clean environment.

Although we can easily accomplish a clean environment, it
can be an uphill task to possess a clean spirit before God. To be
clean on the inside is one of man’s major problems. How is a man
unclean before God? One way he shows he is unclean is with un-
becoming speech that emanates from a wicked heart; when he
speaks words that do not glorify God. He is unclean when evil
thoughts occupy his mind, which is contrary to the purpose for
which it was created -- to meditate upon the word of God.

Evil hands are bent to destroy others. The unrighteous man
walks in disobedience of the laws of God. The word of God clari-
fies this:

“For from within, out of men's hearts, their evil purposes pro-
ceed -- fornication, theft, murder, adultery, covetousness, wicked-
ness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, reviling, pride, reckless folly: all
these wicked things come out from within and make a man un-
clean.” (Mark 7:21-23)

If a person stays all day in an environment that has an offen-
sive odor, he soon becomes accustomed to the odor and thinks
that all is well. In the same way, a man who lives in a sinful envi-
ronment does not always know there is anything wrong. Sinners
do not realize they are wallowing in sins because they feel that
their way of life is normal. But just as someone who breathes
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fresh air runs from the stench of a filthy environment, so will the
children of God, who understand the law of God, run from sin
when they encounter it.

Falling into sin is not something that only happens to those
who are unfamiliar with the law of God. Even those who love the
Lord may fall victim. Paul, one of the servants of God, was in this
predicament. He expressed this serious situation when he said:

“I do not understand what | do. For what | want to do, | do
not do, but what | hate, | do...For I have the desire to do what is
good, but I cannot carry it out. For what | do is not the good |
want to do; no, the evil | do not want to do — this | keep on do-
ing...When | want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in
my inner being | delight in God’s law, but I see another law at
work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of
my mind and making me a prisoner of the laws of sin at work
within my members...Who will rescue me from this body of
death?” (Romans 7:15-25)

Paul expressed his wretchedness over his inability to control
this desire. But Paul’s experience must not be misconstrued as a
license to commit sin; this is simply the reality of life.

No true child of God wishes to carry the load of sin against the
will of God. Was Paul able to overcome his problems? Yes, he
was, when he embarked on a selfless life; when he focused on the
things of heaven, and when he daily counted the cost of his heav-
enly journey. Paul began to appreciate the value of life from the
point of view of God’s word. He began by seeking the face of the
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Lord for wisdom, knowledge and understanding. The first trans-
formation in his life was his acknowledging the fear of God.

The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. The fear of God
in this context means that we are encouraged each day to be holy
and righteous because of the love God has for us. We will not al-
low anything to sever the link of our relationship with God. The
fear of God is the scale that weighs our actions and evaluates our
thoughts. It is the control that bridles our tongues from evil utter-
ances. It is the divine molding mechanism that shapes our lives in
righteousness each day, according to the will and expectations of
God. It is also a self-examination question that we ask ourselves
before every decision: “Will God be happy with what I am do-
ing?” Without the fear of God in the mind of man, life would be-
come chaotic because of worldliness, empty because of spiritual
poverty, and desolate because of the pain and sorrow that sin
brings.

If you are truly a child of God you must be aware of the mo-
ment when you fall short of God’s expectations, and you must do
whatever it takes to correct that shortfall. If you are a child of God
who is not sensitive to this awareness, it’s time to re-examine
yourself. The Lord deals with our imperfections by revealing them
to us, so we must thoroughly wash our spiritual linen in the
cleansing blood of the Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

God continues to mold and shape us to what He wants us to be
for His glory. The moment we realize that we have gone astray in
our spiritual journey, we must confess our sins, repent them and
ask God for forgiveness.
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Once when | was doing the laundry | found a tough stain on
one of my sons’ shirts. Rather than damage the shirt as I tried to
remove the stain myself, | took it to a professional laundry. Pro-
fessionals know how to deal with tough stains. When you encoun-
ter a tough, sinful way of life that you cannot deal with yourself,
lay the situation wholeheartedly in the presence of God in prayer.
The Lord in his faithfulness and mercy will remove it for you.

Although it’s not always convenient to take our clothes to the
cleaners, it’s sometimes necessary. And although it is not always
easy to come to God repeatedly to confess the same sin, there are
times when it is inevitably necessary to come back to our Creator
and make it right before Him. God welcomes a repentant sinner.
He does not distance Himself from us; we keep distance from
Him.

The word of God reminds us:

“Those who live according to the sinful nature have their
minds set on what that nature desires, but those who live in ac-
cordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit
desires.” (Romans 8:5)

A sinful life satisfies the desires of the flesh and conversely, a
righteous life satisfies the desires of the spirit. A garbage can does
not belong in our sitting room. Worldliness does not belong with
righteousness. Why? Because worldliness will surely cause spir-
itual contamination. A clean spirit is a confident spirit and a bold
spirit that can stand in righteousness before God. We must stay
clean in spirit because we do not know when the Lord Jesus Christ
will come for his own people.
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Just as the ants clean out the debris so they may bring food in-
to their anthill, we clean impurities from our hearts so that we can
reach our spiritual height. The divine purposes of salvation cannot
be fulfilled in the life of an unrepentant sinner.

The lessons man can learn from the ant’s unique activities are
not limited to the spiritual garbage of sins in our hearts. Many of
us have been devastated by sad occurrences that caused a heavy
load in our hearts. We may cling to this painful memory and find
it difficult to let it go. But every time the painful thought drops
into your mind it destroys the blissful moment you are having.

It is often said that we need the knowledge of past events to
guide us toward future decisions. As much as this seems to be log-
ically true, it is not according to the will of God. The Bible ad-
monishes us in the book of Isaiah (43:18): “Remember ye not the
former things, neither consider the things of old.”

The past, be it a glorious moment or painful memory, has been
concluded and bears no impact upon your present or your future.
There is absolutely nothing you can do about the past. It is gone
forever. Those painful memories are like the decayed materials
that ants instinctively dig out of their holes to make room for the
new harvest. They meticulously make sure that those dirty materi-
als do not accidentally roll back to their hole. They maintain a
considerable distance from those dirty materials. So should we
keep a considerable distance from painful memories.

| was privileged to pray with a beloved Christian sister who

sought the face of God for a happy and a peaceful home. The sis-

ter had suffered a devastatingly abusive life in a previous mar-

riage. One day, a responsible young Christian approached her and
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proposed marriage to her. Because | was her confidante, she came
to me.

“Guess what, Mike,” she said.

“What is it?”

“I recently met a man from our town, and he proposed mar-
riage to me.”

“Praise the Lord!” I exclaimed. “But what is your general as-
sessment of the man?”

“Everything seems to be okay with him,” she went on, “but
the truth is that 1 am afraid to fall in love again. You know why,
Mike.”

She began to sob and I tried to comfort her. At that very mo-
ment, Holy Spirit put the right words in my mouth. | placed my
two hands on her shoulders and looked straight into to her eyes. In
reassurance, | quietly told her, “Yes, I know why, and I under-
stand why. But you are allowing yourself to be tormented by your
past. This is why you find it difficult to move forward. You have
to dissociate yourself from your past. You have to summon the
courage to move on to a clean new life.”

She honored God in my advice and she is now happily married
to the man God sent her way. She enjoys every bit of her married
life. God exceedingly blessed the family.

Different people have different experiences. Your unhappy
past might involve an unprofitable business, yet this should not be
the factor that will determine your future endeavors; you must
move on. Or you might have suffered the loss of a loved one. Alt-
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hough it is difficult, you must let go of the painful memory. Per-
haps you suffered an abusive childhood. Disconnect the malice
from your heart.

The Bible reveals that Joseph, one of the twelve sons of Jacob,
forgave his wicked brothers who sold him into slavery. Please,
forgive the culprits of your past, even if they did not see their
wrong doings. Let those thoughts go and move on in life. Clinging
to painful memories is a broken spoke in the wheel of your future.
“Cast all your cares unto God who careth for you.” (1 Peter 5:7)

Look to Almighty God, who has authority over your past. He
controls your present and He is in charge of your future. He has
promised:

“I will do a new thing, now it shall spring forth...I will even
make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” (lsaiah
43:19)

Like the industrious ants, discard the old baggage of sorrow,
and begin to make room for the abundant blessing of God.
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Your beauty should not come
from outward adornment such as
braided hair and the wearing of
gold jewelry and fine clothes.
Instead, it should be that of
your inner self, the unfading
beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit which is of great worth

in God's sight.

| Peter 3:2-4

One afternoon as my family was relaxing in our hut, my sister
detected a strange odor.

“What is that nasty odor, Mama?”” my sister asked.

“It must be ika-mudu, ” my mother replied. “The ants.”

“But ants do not have a scent,” | said.

“lka-mudu does,” my mother said. “It smells nasty.”

My mother was right. | found the ant, larger than those | usu-
ally saw, and as I drew close to it | could smell its horrible odor.

Having an unpleasant scent is common to this ant because it
scavenges through garbage. It secretes this scent to protect itself
when it is irritated, as well as to signal the members of the colony.
Because the ant’s scent is offensive it gets one’s attention, alt-
hough the attention-getting device gives a negative experience.
Humans, too, sometimes seek negative attention; for example,
when children misbehave.
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But there is a beautiful way to get attention and that is through
the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. It is a godly and peaceful life
that brings forth godly virtues, which are the character traits of
Jesus Christ in the life of children of God. It sweeps through the
core of our being to bring glory to God in our activities.

When the Holy Spirit manifested in the disciples of Jesus
Christ, they received the attention of the people because of their
diligence in preaching the word of God. They were beautiful ex-
amples of children of God because they lived according to the
precepts of Jesus Christ, and dwelled together in righteousness,
prayer and sharing. The people around them did not see the indi-
viduality of each disciple; they saw the light of Christ in their
lives, words and deeds. Because the people identified the disciples
with our Lord Jesus Christ, they were called "Christians” — Christ
followers.

This was the exact intention of Jesus Christ when He told His
disciples: “You are the salt of the earth...You are the light of the
world. You are like a city on a hill that cannot be hidden...In the
same way let your light shine before men, that they may see your
good deeds and praise your Father in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-
16)

Salt is usually invisible when it’s added to our food, but the
taste of it gets our attention. Jesus Christ referred to the taste of
salt to express how our inward spirit, which is invisible, should
create attention that will minister to the spirit of the people we
touch for the glory of God. In the same vein, He referred to the
visible brightness of light to express how our outward appearance,
our utterances and deeds should create a brilliant peace and a
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righteous attention that will give glory to God to the outside
world.

Against all odds, the disciples kept the faith. Regardless of the
intense persecution that Christians faced, they kept preaching the
gospel and were of one accord. They were in the minority -- the
majority of people at that time did not share their faith -- but the
disciples stood by each other. They made Jesus Christ the center-
piece of their faith. They looked to Him and followed His exam-
ples and standards. And they were able to pass the same faith and
standards from one generation to another.

Christianity has been redefined in our time due to our ambigu-
ous attitudes. Even so, among the rubble there are precious gems.
Some people are Christians in deed and some are only Christians
in appearance, and we must be able to distinguish between them.
The attention given to God must be real; it must be genuine. This
means we must be faithful Christians every day of the week, not
only on Sunday. Our faith must be a beacon in the darkness of this
world. Holiness can make a difference in an unholy world. Humil-
ity can make a difference in an arrogant world. Forgiveness can
make a difference in an unforgiving world.

When we exhibit the beauty of the Lord in our joy and peace,
we are demonstrating that we are ambassadors of Christ. Others
will be attracted by our inner beauty, and identify themselves with
God through our Christian example. Call positive attention to
yourself with your good works.
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In Leadership and Spiritual Battle

For the weapons of our warfare

are not carnal, but mighty through God
to the pulling down of strong holds.

I Corinthians 10:4

It was maize harvest time on our farm, and so some of the
maize was brought to the hut for lunch. We loaded it into the clay
cooking pot. My mother set the firewood in the fire tripod and in-
serted etitupa (a palm oil waste product) to start the cooking fire.
Then, while the food was on the fire, my father sent my sister and
me to fetch drinkable water from the nearby spring. As we walked
toward the stream, my mind was on the food that my mother was
cooking and not on my surroundings. Suddenly, my sister grabbed
my shirt and exclaimed, “Look!” She pointed her finger toward
the ground.

“You scared me, ’Banke,” I said. “I thought you saw a snake.”

Then 1 saw why she stopped me. I’d almost stepped on ika,
another species of ant, although not as big and smelly as ika-
mudu. We watched the ants as they emerged from the hole, one by
one, and filed out in an orderly single line, as if they were follow-
ing the marching orders of a drill sergeant. | forgot all about my
hunger as | watched my little friends.

As | watched the rhythm of their tiny legs, | could imagine
that the ants were following the “Left! Right! Left! Right!” in-
structions of a military commander. There were about 250 ants
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heading toward their battlefront, but there was no trace of confu-
sion in the company. They were battle-ready.

They did not seem to care where they were headed. They
simply followed their leader. It was as if the ants trusted that the
leader was working in the best interest of the colony. They had a
corporate goal and they worked together in harmony to achieve
that goal.

Unlike human beings, leadership of ants is not by election, nor
is it a result of strength. The ant’s leadership attributes, from my
observatory point of view, seems to be inherent and a part of its
life. I could see that the leadership role in a colony of ants was not
by special identification. Every ant looks like the other, and they
are equally hardworking and responsible. But when their situation
calls for a leader, one of the ants assumes the leadership position
and other ants in the colony co-operate with it.

Let’s learn from the ant as we consider our responsibilities as
leaders, or our responsibilities toward our leaders. An effective
leader must understand the goal of the group and the needs of his
people. Although a novice may try to command respect he does
not deserve, a well-informed and understanding leader earns the
respect of his followers. Before we can lead others, we must first
evaluate ourselves. We must ask ourselves soul-searching ques-
tions: What are my motives for aspiring to a leadership position?
How can | improve the lot of the people I am leading? Do | pos-
sess leadership qualities and the right skills for the position? Can |
mobilize others for the corporate goal?
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We also must assess our level of self-control, and ask our-
selves whether we are leading exemplary lives. We can do this by
relating our past to our present, and projecting that to the future,
based on a good track record. This is why we must live every day
of our lives in fairness, loyalty and righteousness as we touch the
lives of others, because we don’t know when we may be called
into a position of leadership.

One of the qualities of a spiritual leader is foresightedness,
which comes as a result of walking with and trusting in the Lord.
Psalms 119:105 tells us that God’s word is a “lamp unto [our] feet
and a light unto [our] path.” A wise leader will always go to God
for direction and guidance. A spiritual leader who is in constant
consultation with Almighty God will never operate in the dark-
ness. He will have the foresight to understand a situation before it
becomes a problem, and he will be able to put the situation under
control to the glory of God.

| am amazed when | consider the foresightedness of Moses at
the Red Sea when the Israelites were caught between the sea and
the Egyptian horsemen. Before Moses went for the divine consul-
tation, he encouraged the Israelites by telling them:

“Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord,
which He will show to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have
seen today, ye shall see them no more for ever. The Lord shall
fight for you and ye shall hold your peace.” (Exodus 14:13-14)

And it was so.

As | continued to watch the ants, some that closely followed
their leader would abruptly turn back toward where they had start-

ed. It seemed to me that the ant went back to inspect the group
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that was bringing up the rear of the line. Or perhaps it went back
to reassure the group that everything was okay, and that they
didn’t have much farther to go. Then this same ant would move
quickly up the line until it reached its former position, as if it were
reporting back to the leader.

A good leader monitors his followers as they are working to
accomplish a goal. He develops an interest in their abilities, shows
them encouragement, commends their loyalties and faithfulness,
and trusts in their cooperation and support. There must be a give
and take of positive communication between the leader and the
followers, and any criticism must be constructive. Negative com-
munication is discouraging and brings forth fear and distrust,
which, if not controlled, can destroy a healthy relationship. Lead-
ers must exercise great concern and compassion in any situation
that affects the lives of their followers.

A leader must be fair in judgment and firm in discipline. Fair
judgment and firm discipline sends a powerful message about the
seriousness of the leadership role. Any just and disciplined deci-
sion must be done in the love of God, but the leader must temper
justice with mercy, especially when the objectives of the justice
and discipline have been met.

Miriam was the sister of Moses. She was an important person
in Moses’ life and in his ministry. But when she spoke against
Moses, the leader of Israelites, God Himself intervened by asking:

“Were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” (Num-
bers 12:8)
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Miriam was immediately covered with leprosy. Moses tem-
pered justice with mercy and he sought the face of God that she
might be healed. But God insisted that Miriam be shut out of the
camp for seven days. After that, she was welcomed back to the
fold.

A leader can only be effective if he shows he can be trusted.
Can your spouse trust you to be there for your family? Can your
children trust that you are a parent whose character and daily ex-
ample are worth emulating? Can your community trust you as a
person of integrity?

In spiritual leadership, faithful and loyal subjects are not re-
warded with money or gifts; rather, they are rewarded with addi-
tional responsibility. Before a leader can determine the worth of a
subordinate, the subordinate must have put in many years of loyal
and upright service. Honest service has its reward at the appointed
time. A leader should not see delegation of authority as reduction
of power. He should see it as an expansion of authority because it
knits together a relationship between the leader and people as a
whole. It brings the leader closer to the people through their unit
leaders. It should be seen as an opportunity for a subordinate to be
a goal builder, and a motivation for those who are hardworking
and responsible.

A time shall come when the leader’s subjects will follow his
directives without questioning his authority. This will be so be-
cause the subjects will have weighed the leader on the scale of life
and found righteousness in place. Added to his wealth of experi-
ence is his wisdom. Followers recognize that his leadership vision,
his righteousness, his uprightness and his methods of doing busi-
ness have never been in doubt, and the corporate mission has nev-

er failed. There has been more success than mistakes and failures.
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Any position of leadership in which we find ourselves is to the
knowledge of God. It is not by accident. It is a call to responsibil-
ity. We must consider it a privilege to function for the glory of
God and cause our light to shine with others that are shining for
the same goal.

The ants continued their march and | continued to watch them.
Ants’ leadership to the battlefront is simply determined by the ant
that discovered the position, strength and vulnerability of the en-
emy.

It was difficult to ignore the ants when they marched in a sin-
gle line. I couldn’t help noticing their orderliness as they headed
toward the battlefront, and | realized there were a lot of things
man can learn from the ants’ logistics. If the ants are marching in
single-file formation and they are carrying dead termites, it means
they are returning from their battle. If they are not carrying any-
thing, it means they are just going to the battlefront.

Termites and ants are social insects, but one is friendlier to
man than the other. Termites destroy their environment to build a
mound, which is similar to the way Satan operates, as the Bible
reveals to us that “the thief [Satan] comes to steal, to kill and to
destroy.” Unlike termites, ants do not destroy their environment;
rather, they scavenge it, looking for useful things to bring into
their hole. This is similar to the principle by which Jesus Christ
operates. Jesus said:

“I do not come to destroy the law but to fulfill it.” (Matthew
5:17).
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Ants act as a control agent to curb the incessantly destructive
activities of the termites. In an environment with a lot of anthills,
there is usually reduced termite activity.

Anyone who has experienced the destructiveness of termites
will be interested to know that another insect can destroy the ter-
mites. Perhaps this was one of the reasons why the word of God
directed man to “go to the ant” to consider how righteousness can
overcome evil. And perhaps this is the why the battle between
ants and termites is an interesting one!

The ants go to war against their enemy without obvious weap-
ons, but they are fully armed and battle-ready. They seem to have
plans and tactics, and are ready to apply them in the battle. They
go to their enemy with a hidden weapon -- their venomous fangs
and the poison that is hidden in their abdomens.

At the battlefront, ants take position. With their lightweight
bodies they walk on leaves without making a sound, and they
carefully lay ambush for the termites. Then, it’s as if they tell each
other “Ready? Go!” as the ants declare war on their enemy. The
termites are taken off-guard and fall prey to the ambush the ants
lay for them. The ants’ venomous fangs penetrate the termites’
bodies, and the poison is discharged into them. Immediately, the
termites become weak and powerless.

The first thing to learn from the battle of ants and termites is
that the ants seem to know the strengths and weaknesses of the
termites, and they are prepared to go after them.

Unlike the ants, some people cannot distinguish their enemies.

The Bible reveals to us that our enemies are not people of flesh
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and blood; rather, they are invisible, wicked forces that operate in
the spiritual realm. An enemy is not your neighbor, who may have
done something wicked to you. An enemy is the evil spirit that
used your neighbor as the medium of his attack against you. Your
hostile boss is not your enemy; it is the evil spirit that instigates
his cruel behavior to you. Enemies are the various classes of evil
spirits that possess man and cause him to perpetrate evil against
humanity. Physical effort cannot fight a spiritual battle; only the
word of God can do that. A fervent, faithful prayer weakens and
subdues the evil spirits.

You must be prepared and battle-ready for your enemy. You
have to exert your authority and reveal to the enemy in spirit that
you are here for battle. Declare war against the evil spirit on your
knees by evoking the name of Jesus Christ. He is the spiritual mis-
sile that the enemy dreads. You can frustrate the activities of de-
monic forces with your prayer. And when you subdue evil spirits
in the spiritual realm you will have the coveted peace you crave in
the physical realm.

There are many forces in the world that are against the word
of God, such as lack of interest in God’s word, and the hearts of
some people who are blind to the truth. These forces also include
intimidation and persecution -- from government authorities in
some cases, or even from your loved ones.

When Jesus Christ directed us to go into the world and preach
the gospel, He was aware of the perils and dangers. He did not
give His servants weapons of war; He gave them the word of God
and assured them of His continuous presence. When the children
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of God take up the battle against the enemy, Satan, during gospel
outreaches, they are equipped with the word of God.

Our general, Jesus Christ, does not lead the battle with con-
ventional weapons. He that spoke the universe into existence can
subdue the enemy with His words. This is why we must strive for
spiritual excellence. We are fighting a spiritual battle and must be
spiritually fit. When we are on our knees we release the power of
prayer into the territory of enemy and subdue the spiritual forces.
We pray that the hearts of the people with whom we share the
good news may become receptive to the word of God, and that the
conviction of the Holy Spirit may take place.

When we open our mouths in preaching and evangelizing, the
anointing of the word of God is released into the tentacles of the
evil spirits that possess our loved ones. The word thereby renders
the evil spirit powerless and removes it from their lives.

Jesus Christ did not specify any method for sharing the gospel
message. He simply implied that all peaceful but powerful spiritu-
al options were allowed. Let the children of God sow the seed,
which is the word of God, into the good ground by speaking it
peacefully, not offensively. Sing the melody of the gospel. Give
others the gift of the gospel by letting them see the beauty of Jesus
Christ in your life. Above all, let them feel the impact of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ in the love and the godly affection you show
toward them.

Laudable gospel programs include such things as inviting
someone to dinner in your home, personal involvement in charita-
ble organizations, or helping to distribute food or clothes to the

needy. These programs, however, mainly minister to physical
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needs. Only the word of God can minister to spiritual sickness.
Most of the beneficiaries of gospel programs do not understand
the love that is behind the program. For this reason, children of
God must go back to the basics and carry out the gospel in the
old-fashioned way -- spreading God’s word to the people. We
should try to blend the gospel with the modern-day wisdom of
Almighty God and spread the good news of Jesus Christ. Let the
word be inscribed on the dining-table mat at home. Make a gospel
message part of the road signs on the highway. Let it be inscribed
on the stationery in your office. Let your answering machine
greeting include the soothing gospel of Jesus Christ, and make it
part of the greetings you exchange with others. Let there be a
beautiful salvation message inscribed on your apparel, and in-
scribe it on the gift items you give out. Attract loved ones to the
Lord’s side at the crusade ground with gospel music and the word
of God. Bring the message of salvation to others, courteously, in
their houses on a one-on-one basis. Bring the children into the pic-
ture of gospel and fill the empty vacuum of their minds with the
gospel message of Jesus Christ, because the children of today will
be the leaders of tomorrow.

After each battle, the ants bring their plunder into their hole,
but along with this, ants do something astonishing: They never
leave their dead and wounded colleagues at the battlefront. They
gather the pieces of their colleagues and bring them home.

For soldiers of Christ, the “plunder” is the souls we lead to the
Lord. How can we tell when someone has accepted God? There is
no physical difference but there is a dramatic spiritual change be-
cause the word of God transforms man inside out. The inner man
becomes transformed in order to receive the grace of God.
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It’s important to understand that when Satan is unseated from
the heart of the new believer in God, Jesus Christ then occupies
the precious chair in the apex of the believer’s heart. When this
change occurs, angels in heaven rejoice. It’s also important to un-
derstand that even a sinner can make a “U-turn” and follow Jesus
Christ. This is the victory. This is salvation.

But regardless of the work of the children of God, the enemy
will still fight back. This is why Bible warns: “Wherefore let him
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.” (I Corinthians
10:12) When a brother falls from faith and backslides, it is like a
wounded soldier on the battlefront. We cannot afford to leave him
in his spiritual predicament. Like the ants, we must try to gather
the pieces of our fallen comrades and lift them up by encouraging
and restoring them in love in the Lord. Build a strong wall of pro-
tection around them with prayer, adequate teaching and constant
follow-up. Put them in a “spiritual intensive care unit.” It takes a
good leader to implement this and it requires good soldiers of
Christ to ensure victory
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That they may be one

as thou Father art in me

and | in thee, that they also

may be one in us that the world
may believe that thou hast sent me.
John 17:21

Human unity depends mainly on the written constitution of the
land. No country under heaven is without a constitution upon
which the law of the land is based. The purpose of any country’s
constitution is to provide criteria for fairness, orderliness and jus-
tice. It indicates the type of government and the procedure for
administering laws of the country. Elected leaders swear an oath
that they will defend, abide by and uphold the constitution. Vari-
ous branches of the government and law enforcement agencies
ensure that the constitution of the land is enforced and that the
constitutional rights of the people are not denied or abused. All
these arrangements are aimed at achieving one purpose -- unity.

Each ant colony is like a mini-community. Ants, of course,
have no constitution, but they often seem like law-abiding citizens
in the way they live together in harmony, in unity and in peace.
They have a common goal, and they work relentlessly — individu-
ally and collectively — until that goal is achieved. It is as if they
know they are members of the same colony who must dwell to-
gether under all circumstances. They seem to know there must be
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a division of labor, and so they work without supervision; each
protecting and defending the interest of their fellow ants.

| never understood or appreciated what unity could accom-
plish until I saw tiny ants moving the dead larvae of a butterfly on
our farm. It was as if the ants arranged themselves into a living
wheel by the side of the dead larvae. The larvae was bigger than
any of the ants; in fact, it was like a mountain compared to the
size of the ants, but the united efforts of the ants moved the dead
insect like a tiny moving train toward their hole. The amazing
thing is that when the ants tired, they dropped the larvae and they
walked away. Then they would come back, reassemble and con-
tinue their effort until they finally brought the catch into their
hole.

From the smallest ant to the largest of beings, we are products
of the unity of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. We are
products of their plan of creation, and were created in the mystery
of their wisdom. Man reflects the glory of Triune God. When God
looked upon man after creation, He loved the complexity of man’s
perfect beauty. He beheld His glory in us and He explicitly re-
marked about man, “You are good.”

Each day we either improve or destroy our world, according to the
type of unity we form. The type of people with whom you associ-
ate determines the type of life you live. For example, the unity of
evil-minded people is what can create street gangs, mob violence
or terrorist activities. But a positive unity enhances community
development. Positive unity was the secret behind the develop-
ment of the Western world. It is not a coincidence that “united”
precedes the names of two of the great world powers — United
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States of America and United Kingdom. Unity is the strength of
these great countries.

There is a multiplying effect when ideas are exchanged. If two
ideas are fused, they flow together and become a more powerful
idea. Even though there have been wonderful scientific discover-
ies, there is still a limitation to man’s wisdom. Whenever there is
a scientific breakthrough there is often an outburst of appreciation
for the miracle of creation. The more scientific discoveries that
occur, the greater will be the manifestation of the excellence and
awesomeness of God’s wisdom because every breakthrough is the
fruit of the unity of the brains of the scientists. In the scientists’
feat, the beauty of creation is perfected in unity to reveal the glory
of God.

Whenever | see the lift-off of an American spacecraft, | think
of the glory of unity of the American scientists. They pool their
skills to achieve a scientific breakthrough. We are in a world
where our existence depends largely upon our ability to unite with
others, as well as our continuous interaction with God. Jesus
Christ knew the importance of unity among His followers, and He
specifically prayed for it.

Persecution of Christians led to the arrest of Peter, one of the
apostles of Jesus Christ. He was put in chains in the dungeon of
Herod amid sixteen soldiers. The brethren in the church were in
one accord and were earnestly praying to God for Peter’s deliver-
ance. When the power of that unity of Spirit in prayer touched the
heart of Almighty God, He sent His angel to set Peter free. The
disciples were ignorant of what unity of prayer could accomplish,
and they were doubtful when a servant girl told them Peter was at
the door. But there he stood, proof that God had answered their

prayers.
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When two or more people come together in unity and in the
name of the Lord, God is the unseen active third party in the gath-
ering, saying “Amen” to their righteous decisions. He makes His
camp with them and blesses their gathering. The Bible confirms
this truth: “Where two or three come together in my name, there
am I with them.” (Matthew 18:20)

If God is part of your unity with others, there is no obstacle
that cannot be overcome. Conversely, if the gathering is not to the
glory of God, then the intruder, Satan, will be the unseen third
party, and that unity will destroy other people’s good works.

Unity of sincere conjugal love creates the institution of mar-
riage. When two are joined together in spiritual unity, they be-
come a powerful one. They are powerful because the presence of
God manifests in their unity, echoing yes to their righteous
agreements. The individual “me” becomes the collective “us.”
The only thing that God described as imperfect about creation is
the loneliness of man. “And the Lord said, It is not good that the
man should be alone; | will make him an help meet for him.”
(Genesis 2:18)

That was the beginning of unity in the first family. The unity be-
tween husband and wife transcends the wedding vows. Each fami-
ly has creative unity, designed in the infinite wisdom of God. The
word of God confirms it -- that a man will leave his father and
mother and be united with his wife, and the two will become one
flesh. In the unity between husband and wife, the fullness of the
divine blessing of God upon man is made complete.
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Eighteen years ago my wife and | became one in marriage. We
have been together since then, through thick and thin, and we have
a full house today, by the grace of God. Although we have our
differences, we set them aside to concentrate on the corporate
goals of our family. Individual personal qualities have not sus-
tained our unity; it is that we put God first, and that we are deter-
mined and committed each day to rally around each other to en-
sure that the marriage endures. We have a lot of testimonies about
the faithfulness of God in our marriage.

When God told us to go to the ants, He knew that we would
learn about unity from this wonderful creature. He was speaking
to the husband and the wife; to partners in the business world; to
the rich and the poor; to the meek and the proud. The Creator di-
rected us to consider the unity of the ants so that we might im-
prove our ways. For unity to work according to God’s plan, trust
must be established between husband and wife, between family
members, between neighbors, and between business parties. There
must be trust that our obligations will be honored and our integrity
will not be questioned. There must be trust that our loyalty and
honesty are genuine. Lack of trust Kills the unity of purpose,
whether in business or personal relationships, and without unity of
purpose there is discord.

Unity and trust also needs open communication. There must
be freedom of expression, not only when the going is good but
when the going gets tough. Lack of communication is often a rea-
son for divorce. As I always tell my family, “Problem discussed in
time is problem resolved in time.” Undisclosed problems fester
until ultimately there is a chaotic explosion of grievances.
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Moses went to Mount Sinai, as the Lord bid him to come to
receive the Ten Commandments. He left behind a united people of
God, the children of Israel. In one accord, they beheld the awe-
some glory of God upon the mountain. But before Moses came
back, the unity of the camp split in two. The idolaters among the
Israelites forced Aaron to make an idol god for them. When Mo-
ses came back, he would not allow righteous people to coexist
with wicked people in the holy camp. In the fury of his anger, he
said, “Who is on the Lord’s side? Let him come to me!” The
righteous people came to Moses and their lives were preserved,
but the idol worshippers were destroyed.

There is only one unity that will stand the test of time: unity
that has its roots in godliness. It is the unity that is conceived in
righteousness and practiced in love and faithfulness. This is the
common ground on which we all can thrive. In this unity, all our
personal differences are lost in His love
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I look for a man among them who would
build up the wall and stand before me in
the gap on behalf of the land so | would
not have to destroy it but I found none.
Ezekiel 22:30

The African weaving ant, known as “salamo,” lives in trees.
The ants form a ball of leaves by connecting the edges of leaves
together with secretions from their mouths. They live within these
balls of leaves.

I remember one afternoon on my father’s cocoa plantation
during the raining season. There was a shallow stream on the
plantation but the current was enough to wash away insects. Be-
cause of this stream, the ants could not cross to the other part of
the plantation. But because the leaves of the trees by the stream
were a few inches from each other, the ants walked from branch to
branch until they were close to the leaf of a tree on the other side
of the stream. They circled around on this leaf several times, and
finally one of the ants held the edge of the leaf with its hind legs
as it probed with its feelers. It was as if this ant was telling the
other ants, “I have an idea!” The ants formed a chain from one to
the other until they were able to reach the leaf on a tree on the
other side of the stream. It was incredible to watch. The ants con-
structed a bridge made of living ants. All members of the ant col-
ony could cross to the other side of the stream because of the ants
that stood in the gap for others. It was not an easy task. If the wind
blew, the bridge of ants might be broken, and some of the ants that
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stood in the gap would be blown into the stream. But the tiny
creatures focused only on their goal. The bridge of ants required
some ants to become the anchor that held the ends of the bridge,
others to provide the tension that allowed the bridge to stand, and
still others to provide the flexibility that made it easy for ants to
cross to the other end.

This is much the same way that heaven and earth are separated
from the bottomless gulf of hellfire. About 2000 years ago, Jesus
Christ died on the Cross of Calvary to make Himself a bridge of
salvation for man over the gulf of hellfire. The salvation bridge
was anchored on the Cross of Calvary on our side of the world
and held fast on the other side to the throne of grace in heaven.
Jesus’ body provided a powerful tension for the bridge and His
precious blood provided a flexibility and divine access for the sin-
ners to cross into safety.

The bridge of ants was also like the bridge that takes us to sal-
vation in that the bridge of ants was narrow and had no handrail.
This caused the ants to walk carefully until they reached the other
side. The bridge to salvation is also narrow and without a handrail,
but the anchor is perfectly held and strong. It was well designed,
structured and perfectly built by God because He expects those
who walk across this precious bridge to walk straight and upright
until the end.

The intricate bridge of ants illustrates how divinity stands in
the gap for sinners and becomes a bridge for their salvation. It is
also a realization of the role we are to play so that others will
make it to heaven and partake of the eternity of the righteous in
the kingdom of God.
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Men move aimlessly on the surface of the earth, like a swarm
of insects, toward destruction, but heaven is attainable because it
is the Creator’s intended resting place for man. Everybody desires
heaven but many are ignorant of how to get there. We have the
opportunity to walk across the bridge but only the elect of God
find their way across to salvation in the course of their Christian
life journey.

Some Christians walk on this bridge as if they have blurry vi-
sion; some walk as if they’re wearing a blindfold. Dema started
very well on a righteous path with the apostle Paul, a great servant
of Jesus Christ. But instead of focusing on Jesus, the author of our
faith, it was reported that Dema, Paul’s previously righteous co-
worker, departed from faith because of the attractions of this
world. Dema wanted worldliness and so he was lost in the world.

Some people follow the path of the wind, telling themselves
their behavior doesn’t matter. They may shuttle between the ways
of the Lord and the ways of the world, and are neither strong nor
weak believers in God. Some have been led to the eternal bridge
and asked to walk uprightly, yet they turned back. These are the
backsliding Christians. They were led to the altar, repented of
their sins and accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior, and yet they
went back to the world. Some people do not know the way that
leads to this precious bridge of salvation and they do not care to
know. As people travel through this life journey, some will cross
into the eternal kingdom of God in heaven, but sadly, some will
end up in the eternal doom of hellfire.

God needs upright men and women “in the gap” to build a
wall of protection and stand at the edge of the narrow bridge of
salvation. He needs them to be the handrail of the bridge so that
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God’s chosen people who accidentally stray into the darkness may
regain their spiritual consciousness before they fall into the bot-
tomless pit.

The Bible described King David as a man after God’s heart.
He was a man of impeccable character, a faithful man and a cove-
nant keeper. David would not take any step without first seeking
the face of God. But David unwittingly “blew it” by involving
himself in a despicable act: He took the wife of his loyal servant,
Uriah, and sent Uriah to his death. David thought he had swept the
matter under the carpet, but Nathan, a servant of God, confronted
David about his error. David recognized his sinful act and took
full responsibility for it. He openly asked God for forgiveness, and
of course, the Lord forgave him. David regained his spiritual con-
sciousness because Nathan stood in the gap for him.

The man standing in the gap may not be perfect, but the Lord
will make him perfect. He might have been a spiritually weak in-
dividual, but the Lord will make him strong. The Lord Himself
shall renew the man’s strength and encourage him, as long as he is
obedient, righteous and faithfully walks with God. He must have
spiritual maturity but at the same time be sincerely humble.

God revealed His imminent judgment upon the cities of Sod-
om and Gomorrah to Abraham, his servant, because of the griev-
ous sins committed in these two cities. In the presence of God,
Abraham stood in the gap for the righteous men of the cities, per-
haps for the sake of his cousin, Lot, who was living in Sodom.
Knowing that God is righteous and full of great compassion,
Abraham asked God, “Will you also destroy the righteous with the
wicked if 50 righteous men can be found in Sodom and Gomor-
rah?”
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And God assured Abraham that the cities would not be de-
stroyed if there were fifty righteous men living there. Abraham
continued in his fervent intercession for the cities but brought the
criteria of God’s mercy for sparing the cities to the barest mini-
mum of ten righteous men. God spared only the lives of Lot and
his family because Lot was the only righteous man found in Sod-
om and Gomorrah.

It is not always easy to find righteous and faithful men like
Abraham and Nathan, who are bold, upright, committed and not
self-centered in their Christian journey, and who can swiftly inter-
cede and rescue others who are heading toward destruction. The
Bible confirms this: “I look for a man among them who would
build up the wall and stand before in the gap on behalf of the
land, so | would not have to destroy it but I found none.” (Ezekiel
22:30)

One may wonder why God could not find someone whose feet
perfectly fit into the spiritual shoes; whose standards and qualities
were acceptable and considerable to God Almighty. The obvious
answer is because most of us have no time to totally devote our-
selves to the things of God. No one is ready to maintain a con-
sistent, healthy and righteous relationship with God, and as a re-
sult, it is difficult for man to see from God’s perspective. God is
looking for an individual who is emotionally and spiritually
strong, who is not void of His understanding to stand in the gap
for others. Even if we have spiritual shortcomings, God always
encourages us to be strong. In several passages of the Bible, God
exhorted the faithful men who stood before Him to “be strong and
be of good courage.”
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The searchlight of God is shining into the heart of that man or
woman who is ready and available; who is spiritually strong and
bold; who is filled with the Holy Spirit and can discern good from
evil. God is looking for people who are fully committed to the
truth that righteousness can restore others in love. A person who
stands in the gap should be an individual who opens his or her in-
ner eyes to the blessed will of God, and closes the outer eyes to
the things of the world. The standard of God in the Bible declares:
“Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of
God.” (James 4:4)

God is looking for a man or woman who is upright and firm,
one who is a force to be reckoned with among the righteous; an
individual who cannot be easily intimidated by the men in authori-
ty in this world. God is frantically searching the hearts of men to
find someone who will make a difference in the lives of others
and influence them in the path of righteousness. God is not asking
you to send in your resume! He will find you Himself, and prepare
you, qualify you and give you the instrument of your calling.

God never makes a law that He will later break. The blueprint
of creation and the means of sustenance of mankind are in God’s
hands. He will never violate the rules and principles of dominion
that He gave to man at the beginning of creation. Yet as much as
He loves us, God will not directly intervene in the affairs of man-
kind. He will simply stir the spirits of His servants to carry out His
divine will. This is the way God ruled the affairs of mankind dur-
ing the age of the patriarchs and during the time of the prophets,
and it has not changed in our time.
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When the Israelites, who were in the bondage of Pharaoh,
needed deliverance, God sought Moses. God used the great sight
of the burning bush on Mount Horeb to wake up the spiritual con-
sciousness of Moses. The bush that burned without being con-
sumed by flame was something unique; it was something extraor-
dinarily spectacular. In this way, God caught the attention of Mo-
ses and helped him refocus and be spiritually sensitive. When Mo-
ses approached the bush, he heard the calling of God, and God
directed him to lead the Israelites out of the bondage.

Heavenly hosts operate whenever there is a miracle. Before
something happens in our physical realm, something has already
happened in the spiritual realm that influences it. How sensitive
are you to the miracles that happen around you? Are they not
spectacular enough to attract your attention?

When Moses was on the Mount, he turned to look in the direc-
tion of God. Could this mean that Moses repented his wicked and
worldly ways? Perhaps it means that he began to look at the situa-
tion around him from the perspective of God. And as a result he
was able to spiritually receive the will of God. Perhaps for the first
time he was able to refocus the eye of his understanding to the
things of the spirit.

At a certain point in our lives we all turn aside before we can
understand the depth of love that led Jesus Christ to die for us.
God will not choose an individual as His servant who is not spirit-
ually in tune with Him. God wants this quality in man, and He
found this in Moses. Moses heard the voice of God and accepted
his calling. He presented himself before God as a vessel to God’s
honor and he beheld the glory of God. Moses stood out coura-
geously as an anointed servant of God. He boldly faced Pharaoh
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and asked him to release the Israelites who were captive in Egypt.
Pharaoh refused, but God glorified Himself in the matter and gave
Moses a victory.

When God wanted to open the door of salvation to the Gen-
tiles, He sought Saul of Tarsus. The calling of Saul was similar to
that of Moses. The extremely bright light from heaven that Saul
saw on his way to Damascus heralded his calling. The zealous
Saul of Tarsus worked each day with all his might to stamp out
the name of Christ. But when he saw the miracle of light from
heaven on his way to Damascus, he made a pact of obedience with
the Creator. It was after this dramatic conversion that Saul
changed his to Paul. He took the message of the gospel of Jesus
Christ to the Gentiles, and he was mightily used for the glory of
God. Evidence in the Bible indicates that Paul wrote about two-
thirds of the New Testament.

When God considers you worthy of His divine plan of salva-
tion, you yourself may not feel worthy because you are spiritually
inexperienced. But all one really needs is total obedience and de-
pendence on Almighty God. Moses gave many excuses why he
was incapable, but God still chose him, and he performed excel-
lently in his calling.

When Jonah received the divine assignment to stand in the gap
for the city Nineveh, he fled from God’s presence by embarking
on a boat journey to Tarshish in order to set aside the instructions
of God. Yet the outstretched hand of God found Jonah, and a great
storm on the sea brought Jonah’s journey to a standstill. The other
people in the boat “cast lot” -- a superstitious practice used to de-
termine the cause of their misfortune -- and the lot fell upon Jo-
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nah. He asked the people to throw him into the sea to calm the
storm. The moment Jonah was thrown into the sea, a big fish
swallowed him but Jonah did not die in the belly of the great fish.
He survived for three days and three nights before the fish finally
vomited him at the shore of Nineveh. The divine Pilot had guided
the fish to the shore of Nineveh, and Jonah eventually delivered
the message of salvation. The city repented of their wicked ways
and God forgave their sins.

When God calls you into His divine assignment, your calling
may trigger another person’s calling to work together for the
anointed goal of God. It is like a new company. In the new com-
pany, there is a president and a vice president. There are directors
and officers who supervise and monitor the activities of the com-
pany. And there are office workers and messengers. All these
people have been engaged to perform various activities, and each
of their duties is important, but to the public, the company is only
a single entity.

The faithfulness of Moses in his calling to lead the Israelites
out of Egypt led to the calling of his brother, Aaron, the first high
priest in Israel. That same calling led to the calling of Joshua, the
son of Nun, who eventually led the Israelites to the Promised
Land. Moses’ calling led to many leaders being appointed and
anointed by God to participate in day-to-day affairs of the Israel-
ites during the time of Moses.

Are you wondering how you can be called to stand in the gap?
When God calls you to stand in the gap for another, the scope of
your calling may not be like that of Moses or Abraham. You may
be called to lift up only one person, or you may be called to in-
spire a handful of people by your good doings. Your calling may
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not be opened to everyone around you. You may receive a divine
assignment to pray for a certain person, through which God wants
to accomplish His divine miracle. Yours may be in the form of
writing an inspirational book to uplift others.

A happy-go-lucky Christian farmer was going to the farm one
day. On his way he sang out a popular verse in the Bible: “For
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son...”
Nearby, a man was hiding behind a tree, contemplating suicide.
He had already made the noose, and all he needed to do was put
the rope around his neck and tie it to the tree. Then he heard the
Christian farmer singing his song. The man paused. “So some-
body was so kind and loving that he gave his son for others,” the
man thought. “I would like to know more about him.” Right there,
he had a change of heart, and that was how he began his Christian
life journey. If you are upright and continue doing the will of God
by showing little kindnesses to others, you may be standing in the
gap for others, lifting them up from the lowest point of their spir-
itual lives.
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In your patience possess ye your soul.
Luke 21:19

The ants filed out from their hole in one line until they reached
the leaves. Then each ant tore from the leaf a piece just the size it
could carry. The leaf-cutting ants looked like flag bearers as they
carried their leaf pieces back to the anthill, and they were spectac-
ular to watch. It amazed me that they knew just how large the
piece should be to fit into the hole in the anthill.

| knew that after the ants brought the leaves into the anthill,
they chewed the leaves into a pulp. They didn’t swallow this pulp;
they spread the pulp upon a section of the anthill called “the
nursery,” and then they began their waiting time. Bacteria changes
the pulp to fungus, and from time to time some of the ants would
come to visit the nursery as this was happening. This fungus is
food for the ants. They also nurture their larvae with the fungus.

This waiting time is an act of time management, much like
man’s. A waiting period enhances strategic planning. It encour-
ages man to project into the future, to define his scope of expecta-
tion, and to set goals to achieve the expected result. Solomon, the
wisest man according to the Bible, said: “There is time for every
thing...a time to plant and a time to reap.”

And between the planting and reaping times, there is a time to
wait. This is when expectation is transformed into reality. I am not
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implying that an ant is an actual time manager. The wisdom that
the tiny insect instinctively exhibits is a mystery. How does it
know that if it cuts a piece of a certain leaf and chews it to a pulp,
fungus will eventually grow on it and become food for the colo-
ny? The ant seems to have an expectation and an accompanying
plan of action to produce the end product. In this way, the ant is
much like a farmer -- it “cultivates” a farmland in its hole where it
grows fungus.

Growing up in a farm, | gained a lot of experience that I did
not appreciate until 1 became an adult. | watched my father for
years as he planted a piece of sliced yam into ground, and watched
him harvest a whole yam during harvest season. Although the
yams varied in sizes and shapes, they were much bigger than the
slice he had planted. | noted this transformation and thought my
father was a magician who could put a slice of yam into the
ground and retrieve a whole one. In actuality, this transformation
took place during the waiting period between the planting season
and the harvest season. During the waiting period, my father con-
tinued to maintain the farm so that his expectation would be ful-
filled. At the same time, God provided rain and sunshine so the
plants would grow properly. During this waiting time, the yam
plants curled around the supportive sticks that my father put in the
ground after planting season. From time to time my father would
come to the farm to pull out the fast-growing weeds so they would
not choke the yam plants. When the weeds decayed they further
fertilized the yam farm. In much the same way, the ants that visit-
ed their “nursery” instinctively knew how to maintain it.

The principle of waiting-time management that ants instinc-
tively apply in their day-to-day activities and that the farmers ap-
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ply to their crops is also applicable to spiritual matters. Samuel
secretly anointed David as the next king to succeed King Saul, as
the Lord directed the prophet. David became a mighty warrior and
a notable personality in Israel when he killed Goliath, a staunch
enemy of Israelites. King Saul then became envious of David and
was determined to kill him. But David wholeheartedly accepted
the leadership of King Saul. He honored and revered the throne,
and humbly and loyally performed his duties as a faithful soldier.
Along with 3000 soldiers, King Saul pursued David. God deliv-
ered King Saul into David’s hands, but David did not kill Saul as
he slept. Instead, he cut the skirt of the king.

At the hill of Hachilah before Jeshimon, when Saul was sleep-
ing, God again delivered him into the hands of David. Abishai,
one of David’s trusted men, offered to kill King Saul, but David
objected, saying, “Who can stretch forth his hand against the
Lord’s anointed and be guiltless?”” David only took Saul’s spear
and his water.

Have you wondered why God twice delivered Saul into Da-
vid’s hands? God was testing David’s patience. He tested David’s
appetite for power, and God found righteousness. He found the
fear of the Lord, and humility, because David appreciated the val-
ue of patience. David knew the principle of waiting time. He knew
not to take the throne from Saul by force. Being anointed by the
prophet of God to be king over Israel did not give David the au-
thority to take the throne by force.

David also knew that whoever destroys others for his own ul-
terior purpose will have destruction waiting for him at the pinna-
cle of his success. David positioned himself in God’s time zone

for His divine blessing. He patiently and righteously waited for
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fifteen years -- the time appointed by God -- before he became the
king in Israel after the death of King Saul.

Miracles happen within the waiting time; within the quality
time in which we wait wholeheartedly in the Lord. Ruth, a Moab-
ite, lost her husband, an Israelite. Her mother-in-law, Naomi,
urged her to go back to her people but Ruth declined. She waited
in faith and clung to Naomi, resolving not to leave her. Ruth said:
“Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your
people will be my people and your God my God. Where you die |
will die, there I will be buried.” (Ruth 1:16-18)

Her faithfulness during the waiting time produced her miracle!
She later married Boaz, an Israelite and a relative of Naomi, and
had a son, Obed. Ruth was one of the earthly great-great-
grandparents of Jesus Christ. Her son, Obed, was the father of Jes-
se, who was the father of King David.

Be still, wait in patience and discover the miracle that will ac-
company your faithfulness in God. It is important to realize, how-
ever, that it is possible to wait but at the same time waste the pre-
cious time. Waiting without hope, goals, plans or effort is a waste
of time. Whatever you do during the waiting time greatly affects
what the end product will be. Waiting in the Lord with a divided
heart is a spiritually wasted effort. Jesus Christ told his disciples:
“I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
(Luke 24:49)

Jesus Christ was telling the disciples to position themselves in
God’s time zone for His divine anointing. The waiting time began
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the moment Jesus Christ made the promise. The promise defined
the expectation of the disciples because they trusted in Jesus’
words. They faithfully and righteously waited in one accord, in
one place, praying and sharing the word of God until their expec-
tation was fulfilled. When the Holy Spirit, the promise of the Fa-
ther, was launched in heaven on the day of Pentecost (the Jewish
Feast of the Weeks that is celebrated seven weeks after the Passo-
ver), the targets of His anointing were the disciples of Jesus Christ
who waited in the city of Jerusalem.

Some people do not want to wait. They operate in the “fast
lane” of life. Some youth of today also disregard life’s important
waiting time. They may disregard their educational development,
or engage in unlawful or immoral activities. But these people,
young and old alike, will reap the fruit of destruction. Those who
say “I cannot wait” do not know that the secret of prosperity is
entrenched in sowing and reaping.

Instinctively, the ants are not ignorant of this important princi-
ple. The farmers practice it. It is practiced in the investing world
as the investor invests in a certain business and waits for the in-
vestment to yield a return.

The management of waiting time is equally important in our
Christian life journey. God did not leave His children in darkness.
Our waiting time began when we accepted the mantle of salvation.
Our expectations must be clearly defined and spiritually attaina-
ble. Our focus must be on Jesus Christ, the author and finisher of
our faith. We must continue waiting for His imminent return,
steadfast in righteousness and in the observation of His precepts.
We must ensure that the end result of our patience justifies the

effort in all ramifications.
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For whosoever shall be ashamed of me
and of my words, of him shall the son

of man be ashamed, when he shall come
in his own glory, and in his Father’s,
and of the holy angels.

Luke 9:26

It was toward the end of July and the maize harvest was over.
The coco yam plant that had earlier been planted was now grow-
ing in the previous maize farm. But the remaining dead maize
plants formed heaps of refuse on the farm and were in the process
of decaying. Unlike maize leaves, coco yam leaves do not cause
one to itch. As usual, | was playing around the farm. On this beau-
tiful morning | was walking around in the coco yam farm, mim-
icking the sound of the birds. Then a swarm of ants walked up my
legs and attacked me! | stamped my legs on the ground, trying to
shake off the ants. Instead, | unwittingly walked into another
swarm of the same insect who attacked fiercer than before. |
shouted, and my father came to my rescue. That was my first ex-
perience with the African army ant.

African army ants (known as orun) build huge colonies -- the
population of just one colony can be more than one million ants.
The nest of the African army ant is usually located among piles of
refuse in cool areas or within the buttress roots of dead and decay-
ing trees. The ants migrate from one area of the farm to another,
especially during the rainy season. Within the army ants’ colony
are two types of ant --workers and soldiers (known as elejigan-
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orun). The soldiers have massive jaws that they use to protect the
entire colony, while the worker ants bring the food for the colony.
This species is not poisonous, but the army ant’s bite is razor
sharp. Although I often interacted with other species of ants when
I was young, | was always extremely cautious whenever | came
near the army ant.

The African army ants move en masse to invade wide areas of
farmland. They infest the ground as well as the trees, the pathways
and the shrubs. Worst of all, they invade the farm huts, often caus-
ing the inhabitants to run out of their huts in the middle of the
night. If someone happens to step in the midst of the army ants,
they will instantly attack, swarming all over the unfortunate per-
son. The army ants are constantly at war with any animals that
seem to threaten them. Behind the arc-shaped swarming raid of
these ants are networks of thin paths created by the ant that con-
nect to another path and eventually connect to the main path to
their nest. Some of the ants used the bi-directional path to bring
the insects caught in the raid to the nest, while some from the nest
follow the same path to replace other ants at the battlefront.

Although these ants are noted for attacking, there is a valuable
lesson hidden in this seemingly negative characteristic. When |
first saw this ant, | wondered how the massive population of ants
could scavenge enough garbage to feed themselves. | later discov-
ered that this species is carnivorous, and they feed on other in-
sects. Their means of attack is similar to the attacking formation
of a human military. In the ants’ all-out invasion, some army ants
will advance in attack, and after captives have been overcome and
subdued, these ants retreat to the nest with their captives. Other
ants then take over to continue the offensive attack. This “change
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of baton” is so smooth that it’s impossible to tell that some of the
ants have retreated.

| am amazed at the infinite wisdom of God and His faithful-
ness in giving a measure of wisdom to every creature so they can
sustain themselves, no matter how enormous the population of
that creature may be. I behold the glory of God in the way He di-
vinely meets the needs of the army ants, because in the same
manner He meets the needs of over eight billion human beings on
the surface of the earth. The word of God confirms that “the ra-
vens did not sow nor reap, yet the Lord God feed them.” If God is
mindful of and cares for the enormous population of these tiny
ants, He surely will not fail in meeting your needs. All you need to
do is to count on God and obey His precepts; He will surely fulfill
your needs.

In any large population, survival is often dependent upon other
people. Among the African army ants, the soldiers and the work-
ers seem mutually dependent upon each other. The soldier ants
protect the colony by arranging themselves as a shield with their
jaws wide open to bite any intruder. The workers create sweeping
attacks and bring captured insects to the nest.

Some people who follow the hardworking example of the ant
do well in fitting perfectly to the mutually dependence among our
society. These are the people who can lift up their heads as pro-
ductive individuals. The pride associated with the dignity of their
labor is easy to see. They are proud because their productiveness
complements and benefits others. These people are role models
for the young ones because they exemplify the honor of being a
hardworking individual.
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On the other hand, some people wake up in the morning,
healthy and sound, mentally capable and physically strong, but
they never exert their strength nor use their ability for useful pur-
poses or to the benefit of others. Rather, they expect others to la-
bor for them. The Bible tells us: “4 lazy person is as bad as
someone who destroys things. ” (Proverbs 18:9)

Almighty God’s creative intention is for men to be mutually
dependent upon each other. The circle of human dependency is
endless, and those who do not flow within the circle will weaken
it. The ants instinctively exercise care and mindfulness toward
each other, and even though they dwell together in an enormous
population they do not harm each other. We human beings could
take a lesson from the ants.

Many apartment buildings in the big cities in the United States
are situated close together. Within the apartments are people of all
ages and characteristics. All these people need to coexist peaceful-
ly to enjoy the shelter that God has provided for them. Blaring
music from one apartment, for example, will interfere with a
neighbor’s peace and quiet. Neighbors who smoke cigarettes also
can destroy a peaceful coexistence, as cigarette smoke leads to air
pollution and respiratory diseases.

Perhaps you think that the way you live your life is not any-
one’s business. The truth is that any individual life does affect the
lives of others. Life is a gift from God, and the way we live in our
relationships with others is our gift to God in return. The tiny
creature, the ant, can guide you to peaceful co-existence with your
neighbors.
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In the ant colonies, it is amazing how these insects communi-
cate with each other. The queen secrets a chemical scent that in-
fluences the behavior of the ants in the colony. The ants that clus-
ter around the queen to nurse her and the offspring carry the trail
of the chemical to other members of the colony. In this way the
queen can direct the activities of the ants in the colony through the
chemicals she secretes. The queen communicates to the army ants
when food is needed in the colony, and the army ants launch their
raid of the environment. She also communicates to the colony
when it is time to migrate to another place, and none of the ants is
left behind.

The effectiveness of the army ants’ queen is amazing. The
ants’ swift response to the directives of their queen is due to their
loyalty toward the colony and the queen. Even as the ant
acknowledges and honors its queen, so do people acknowledge
and honor queens and kings of their nations. But one King is more
important than all others; He is the King of kings.

The divine instructions to man from Jesus Christ, the King of
kings, were explicit, but man failed to follow these directives of
God. In time past, the Creator spoke to man through the prophets,
but man never responded to the will of his Creator in the way the
army ants respond to their queen.

About seven centuries before the birth of the King of kings in
Bethlehem, the prophet Isaiah, a servant of God, accurately
prophesied the conception, the birth, the mission and the death of
Jesus Christ on earth. The wonders started with the prophecy it-
self, and although Isaiah did not know the name of the virgin who
would bear the King, the name of Jesus Christ was revealed to

him. The prophecy also revealed these names: Wonderful Counse-
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lor, Everlasting Father, Mighty God, and Prince of Peace. These
correctly interpreted the attributes of the mission of Jesus Christ.

At the appointed time, an angel of the Lord heralded the com-
ing of the King. The angel told Mary, the mother-to-be of the
King: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you, so the holy one to be born will
be called the Son of God.” Mary had faith in the angel’s message,
and the heavenly wishes came to pass.

Earthly kings are born in the affluence of a palace, but when
the King of kings came into the world He was welcomed by the
bleating of the sheep and cows in the manger. Jesus Christ was
born for the purpose of our salvation. He was spiritually wrapped
in love and presented to whoever believes in Him and receives His
words by faith.

The significance of Jesus’ birth among the animals was the na-
ture of His mission on earth. During the baptism of Jesus Christ at
River Jordan, the heavens opened. The benign Father from heaven
gave a formal introduction: “This is my Son, whom | love. With
him I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17)

Like a shepherd that directs the flock, Jesus Christ leads the
erring ones to the right course in life. He came that we might have
life and have it more abundantly. By His power, the blind received
their sight, the lame were made to walk, and infirmities were tak-
en away. He admonished man to seek the kingdom of God and its
righteousness in order to inculcate in us the ways of heaven. He is
the way to those who are lost, the truth to those who seek to know
the righteousness of God, and life to those who will not perish
with this world. He came to fulfill the law of God.
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When Jesus came to the household of the Israelites, they re-
jected Him. The wise men of His time were made foolish because
their wisdom was confounded. Those who accepted His words
were made whole because their faith was strengthened. In Jesus
Christ alone, man can have a fullness of life and be made com-
plete.

The unrighteous priests of Jesus’ time were envious of His
fame and they arrested the innocent King of kings. In the court of
Pilate, unrighteous men judged Him and sentenced Him to be cru-
cified because the truth He uttered was misinterpreted. Jesus
Christ bled and died on the cross for the sins of the whole world.
The wicked celebrated His death, but their celebration was short-
lived. On the third day, the King of kings victoriously rose from
the grave, and He lives forever.

The army ants build their colony around their queen and fol-
low her directives. Take a cue from this creature and build your
eternity around Jesus Christ, the King of kings. Seek to know the
author of your life through the precepts of His words.

Seek to know Him through the wonders and miracles that
come to existence through Him. Seek to listen to Him and follow
His directives while you are living, so that you will be able to
walk hand-in-hand with Him in heaven.

Seek to know Him now and establish a relationship with Him,
so that He will be able to identify you in the end. Abide in Him
now with your heart and follow His instructions in your deeds. In
this way you will demonstrate you know the truth of the Word. It
is my hope that you will accept the truth revealed in this book in

your heart and apply the precepts in your deeds. “May the grace
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of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” (11 Corinthians 13:14)
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Book Cover Back

Rich with evocative anecdotes and personal remembrances
Go to the Ant is a spiritual road map for anyone who seeks to
know God.

Author Michael Eleyinafe, a minister of the Gospel and a
first-rate storyteller, relates fascinating facts about his childhood
in West Africa and his personal awakening to the glory of God
Almighty. Go to the Ant, the author tells us, and you will see how
God, in His infinite wisdom, offered this tiny creature as a spiritu-
al example.

Whether you are firm in your religious convictions or just

beginning your journey, Go to the Ant will inspire you, delight
you, and lead you home.
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