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CHAPTER  

The Act of Praises 

 
It is complex. It is breathtaking. Yet it is difficult to 

understand. Tears were rolling from the eyes. But the 

faces are lighted up. Obviously, there is no anguish of 

sorrowful heart. No one was mourning. Bewilderment 

of joy rented the air. Some danced gleefully. No 

drumming. No orchestrated music show. Some jumped 

up and down in ecstasy. Not the kind for body-building 

exercise in the gym. Certainly it was not in the sporting 

arena. Some just fall face down muttering unheard 

words. Some were dumfounded, unable to say 

anything or making any kind of gesture because they 

were shocked by the pleasant occurrence. I wish there 

is a better way of describing praise to you but I believe 

that the following testimony will throw some light into 

the subject of praise.   

 

A well known Christian man came to United States in 

1989 and his family joined him in 1991. One of his 

children applied for admission into a private College in 

US. The income of the family was a lean one. I believe 

you understand what I mean. ‘Let the poor say I am 

rich.’ The college expense for a year in the private 

1 
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college in America was in the neighborhood of 

$48,000.00 per annum. College fund became the 

mountain that seemed to stand between this young man 

and his desire to obtain his college education in the 

private college. There is no one to turn to for financial 

assistance. The family did not have ‘green-card,’ 

therefore the young man did not qualify for 

government loan to pursue his academic objectives.  

However, one day he received letters of admission 

from four private colleges that also offered him 

scholarship. Some of the admission came with partial 

scholarship and full scholarship packages. The family 

of course rejoiced and praised God for the 

breakthrough.  But they did not allowed themselves to 

be carried away with full scholarship package without 

turning to God for direction before making a choice 

out of the four private college admissions. They finally 

chose one college as the Lord directed the family a day 

before the dead line date, which was May 1, 1999. The 

family mailed the acceptance letter to the college. With 

this choice, by law in America, the boy had to let go of 

the other three admission packages.  

 

Two weeks later, the boy received a letter from the 

college stating that they noticed that the boy did not 

have permanent residency card. He was advised to fax 

a photocopy of the card to the college immediately or 

lose the scholarship he had been given if he failed to 

supply it. The entire family of seven was down cast. 

They just burst into tears. They were completely 
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helpless about the situation. It was no longer possible 

to choose another private college after the deadline 

date had passed. There was no one to turn to for 

advice. The news made the family so sad.  The family, 

being Christians was aware where the problem was 

coming from. Typical of the way that Satan operates, 

when a breakthrough manifested in the life of a child 

of God, Satan will like to spoil the joy in his wicked 

attempt to raise a doubt in the mind of the person. The 

family also knew that when God began His miraculous 

work, He always completes it. They knew that when 

God opens a door of His blessing to mankind, no one 

is able to shut the door. They were also aware that God 

does not share His glory with anyone. This Christian 

family agreed by faith that Satan cannot share in the 

glory that had already been given to God in this matter.  

 

With this mind the family summoned courage; they 

assembled together and called upon the name of God 

in prayer. They took their convictions about what 

scripture revealed that God operates miraculously to 

prayers offered to Him. “And whatsoever ye shall ask 

in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son.” (John 14:14) God Himself 

opened the way of His blessing to the family and the 

enemy cannot close it. They also told God in their 

prayer that they never took any step relating to the 

choice of the college without first seeking for His 

direction. They reminded the Heavenly Father that 

they had followed His directive in the choice of college 
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they made and that the eyes of the family were on the 

Lord in the matter.  

 

The father of the young man followed up this prayer 

with a letter on behalf of the boy, telling the college 

that the boy never claimed that he had green-card in 

any of the documents he had sent to the college. He 

mentioned further that it was now difficult for the boy 

to choose another college after the deadline date and 

finally he appealed to the college to please reconsider 

their stand and not withdraw the scholarship already 

granted to his son. 

 

The letter was mailed but no one knew what could be 

the outcome, knowing that the family could not 

produce what the school needed. Anxiety mounted in 

the mind of the family.  The school did not reply the 

letter. Fear of the unknown did not allow the father to 

call the college to find out whether the letter had been 

received. However, the father decided one day and 

said, “At least we need to know the outcome of this 

episode.” He picked up the phone to call the college.  

His hands were shaking. He managed to dial the 

number and asked for the admission department. He 

gave the detail of the reason for the call.  The man at 

the other end paused a while and said, “I will be 

expecting your son in August, 23 in the college.”  The 

father of the boy said, “I don’t understand, Sir.” The 

man again said, “What is it that you don’t understand. I 

say, I will be expecting your son in our college in 
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August.”  The father asked further, “Are you going to 

send us a letter to this effect so that there will be no 

misunderstanding?” The man said, “I am the Dean of 

Admission in this college. I am not going to send any 

other letter to you than what I have told you. I will 

welcome your son into our college come August, 

period.”  The father was only able to say, “Thank you, 

Sir!” He quietly replaced the receiver and he fell down 

flat on his face in an open office. He was rolling up 

and down saying, “Thank you Lord! Thank you Lord! 

You have done it again! You have done it again!  Only 

you can do such a miracle! Tears of joy were 

streaming on his face. He just began to worship God 

spontaneously like that until people converge round 

about him to make sure that he was still in his senses. 

After much extensive drama of praise, now he got up 

and called his wife. The poor woman echoed with a 

loud scream, praising God on top of her voice. 

Everybody in the family were dancing and jubilating, 

praising the Father in an uncommon language of praise 

and expression that the miracle brought forth.  

 

Perhaps you are wondering why the family was so 

happy. Their joy was no longer about the scholarship 

alone. Their joy transcended the restoration of the 

son’s scholarship. It was a spiritual victory against 

invincible forces that attempted to mess up their lives. 

The joy was about the glory of God that was at stake at 

the moment. The praise was about the confirmation of 

the word of God and the vindication of the faith in the 
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precepts of the scripture. “For the Scripture says, 

‘Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”’ 

(Romans 10:11) Beloved, think of this: this is a divine 

intervention in the secular life of this believer. Imagine 

the praises that the Heavenly King deserves for His 

miraculous and incredible acts in the overall affairs of 

the universe! 

 

These are some of the different expression of praises. 

These are the act of the people that had experienced 

the divine intervention of God. Praise is deep and yet 

very simple. The reason to praise is very deep but the 

act of praise itself is very simple. There is always an 

important reason to praise God from one individual 

point of view to another. Praise takes root from the 

heart of appreciation and manifests in the lightened 

appearance of face. Mouths shout with joy, 

spontaneous laughter erupts, emotional tears of joy roll 

from the eyes and the hands are lifted up 

simultaneously. Praise emanates from man and points 

him heavenward. It always point man to the Heavenly 

Father from whom all blessings come. Praise has its 

own language that uniquely addresses the Living God 

that the individual is serving. One often hears believers 

saying, “Glory to God Almighty!”, “Praise be to His 

Holy name!”  

 

There is no clear cut way of defining praise. But a 

sincere detailed consideration of the act of praise will 

enlighten our hearts about the message in this book. 
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Praise is a gracious attitude for gratitude. It is an 

expression of appreciation that flows from the depths 

of a sincere joyful heart.  A praise filled heart 

compares the unworthiness of self with the 

unimaginable magnitude of the greatness, mercy and 

blessing of God in his life. Praise is the concurring 

acceptance of an outcome of personal discovery and 

realization of who God Almighty is. Praise is an 

induced joy and happiness through the divine 

intervention of God and His revelations in the affairs 

of mankind. Praise is the unalloyed loyalty we humbly 

express unto God when all the chips are down, when 

we lean on the bosom of the Heavenly Father in the 

midst of affliction and deeply sorrowful situation. 

Praise is expressed freely and spontaneously in 

uncommon gracious gestures that communicate the 

wholesomeness of our heart-feelings in a spiritual 

language that only God can decipher.   

 

There is no specific format of praising God because it 

is commonly expressed spontaneously in random 

gestures. Praise redefines being crazy in humanity. The 

only remarkable difference between a mentally-crazy 

person and a praise-crazy person is that the former is 

insane and latter is sane. Praise fills people with 

intoxication of excitement and ecstasy not induced by 

alcohol but rather by the blessings and divine 

intervention of God. Some praise God with cries of joy 

because there are no words sufficient to express the 

feelings of the praise crazy person. Some bare their 
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hearts to the Lord, praising him with hands raised up, 

faced towards heaven while adoring God, unable to 

utter a word. Some express praises unto the Lord by 

involuntary body shaking and shouting hysterically 

with joy.  Some, on the other hands, kneel down, 

nodding their heads on bare floor, worshipping God 

telling Him, ‘You alone are worthy to be worshipped.’ 

Some will just jump up and down, laughing 

hysterically in an elated mood, hugging all and sundry.  

 

In the mood of praise, all malice is lost, pains are 

momentarily forgotten, and the focus of hopelessness 

is transformed to hopefulness. The “How can it be 

done?” questions had changed to “How was it done?” 

Some dance to the music of their hearts that produces 

no sound at all. Some, on the other hand, dance to the 

melodious sounds pouring from their mouths. At the 

peak of my appreciation for God’s loving-kindness for 

me, I rolled up and down on the bare floor for my God, 

shouting, “Thank you God!” “Thank you God!”  

 

Praise is the only single act of man that puts his entire 

body to work simultaneously. At least there are nine 

ways our body participates in expressing praises to 

God. With our mouth we sing, shout and express cries 

of joy. With our hands lifted up spontaneously, 

involuntary clapping of hands, wringing hands in 

adoration to Holy and Mighty God. With the entire 

body lifted up when we jump in awesome adoration of 

our Creator, humbling self before God by bowing 
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down with fore-head nodding on bare floor and 

dancing around in non-format expression that could 

only communicates our heartfelt appreciation to God. 

The high placed man and the relatively unknown man 

are at par during the moment of praising God. The king 

dances in jubilation and subjects applaud with clapping 

and shouting. There is no training school for 

spontaneous praises. When the power of God 

manifests mighty deed, praises of man confirms its 

acceptance. Everybody has different ways of 

expressing this spiritual gesture towards our Creator. 

We may be wondering and ask ourselves, which spirit 

is in charge of our being when we are praising God? 

Certainly it was not Satan or any of its demonic agents. 

Of course the spirit of God in us is ruling in us for the 

glory of God in our life because at that very moment, 

there is harmony between the three components of our 

body: namely – flesh, soul and the spirit -- in that they 

united together to praise the Creator.  

 

Again we are tempted to ask ourselves, “What do all 

these uncontrollable joy called praises do unto God 

Almighty when we express them in form of human 

gestures?” I need to explain this pleasant moment with 

an illustration and scenario that is common to everyone 

on the surface of the earth today. In recent wars, we 

have seen footage produced by the sophisticated media 

devices the military used to monitor drops of food 

supply from their planes. When this happens, hundreds 

of people stream to the drop site to gather the much 
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needed food supply. By this monitoring device, the 

country that provided the relief will know that the 

humanitarian service gets to the expected destination. 

Similarly, every blessing of God unto mankind and His 

intervention in the affairs of mankind are targeted to 

the people for whom the blessings and intervention are 

intended. When God releases His blessing upon earth, 

the eruption of joy expressed in form of praises in 

response to the blessing of God is feedback that the 

blessing of God actually located and reached the 

intended people. When the blessings of God are made 

manifest among the people of God, it reflects the 

power of God and His glory in the life of mankind.  

 

Every element of praises in the life of mankind 

addresses the attributes of Almighty God for who He is 

and for what he has done.  There are two distinct types 

of praises namely: thanksgiving and worshipping 

praises.  

 

Praises in worship express the glory of God as revealed 

to man in the infinite wisdom of God. We always 

extend a kind gesture towards someone who is very 

dear to us in terms of offering him or her with a special 

gift we think the person will appreciate. In order to 

fulfill this desire, we may go a step further to 

investigate indirectly the type of gift that will meet the 

individual desire. Once we lay our hands upon the 

appropriate gift, we wrap it with a befitting decorative 

wrapper, place it in a gift bag and address the gift tag 
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in favor of the loved one. Lastly we apply our personal 

touch towards the loved one by either bringing the gift 

to the person personally or mailing it in such a way 

that he will receive the gift in good condition and at 

appropriate timing. 

 

Praise in worship is like coming to the presence of the 

Living God loaded with bundles of praises in our 

hearts as our own heart desired gift to the Living God. 

The gift is wrapped with decorative appreciations of 

our hearts. The only difference is that in our own 

application of personal touch with these gift, instead of 

putting it in a bag and label its tag in God’s favor, we 

begin to unwrap those precious gift of our heart before 

God with the expression of worship from our mouth 

and making various gestures before Him as our own 

form of obeisance. It is like presenting pleasing 

fragrance before Him. This is different from 

thanksgiving praise prayer where we praise the Lord 

for all He has done for us in the past before we lay our 

petitions before Him. I am speaking of praise worship 

from the depth of our hearts for who Almighty God is. 

In this type of praise worship we only magnify Him, 

not just for what He has done for us but because there 

is no yardstick to measure His majesty. As majestic as 

He is, He is very detailed in His tender loving care 

towards mankind. He nourishes and ministers to every 

single cells of our body. That is why He knew the 

numbers of the hairs on our heads and none of it will 

fall without His knowledge. We exalt Him because He 
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is mighty. We honor Him because His wisdom is 

unsearchable. “Oh, the depth of the riches of the 

wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his 

judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out!” 

(Romans 11:33)  As mighty as He is, He inclines His 

ear unto mankind although man was described as 

grasshopper in the field. “It is he that sitteth upon the 

circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 

grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a 

curtain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwell in.” 

(Isaiah 40:22) His mercy endures forever. That is why 

He is patient with sinful and unappreciative mankind. 

“Who is a God like You, pardoning iniquity and 

passing over the transgression of the remnant of His 

heritage? He does not retain His anger forever, 

because He delights in mercy.” (Micah 7:18) We 

acknowledge His holiness and His faithfulness as these 

attributes truly describe Him. There is no one like Him. 

“Thy righteousness also, O God, is very high, who hast 

done great things: O God, who is like unto thee!” 

(Psalm 71:19)  

 

We honor Him on His Majestic Throne and sincerely 

worship Him as the Spirit of God has revealed unto us 

the glimpse of the Glory of God in Heaven where the 

twenty-four elders set aside their crowns and bow 

down before the Lord on the Throne, and the angels 

were shouting, Holy, Holy, Holy. 
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Praises in worshipping addresses seven awesome 

attribute of Almighty God namely:  

 

His Majesty  Psalm 96:1, 6; Isaiah 24:14 

His Glory  Psalm 138:5; Ezekiel 3:12 

His Excellency Exodus 15:7; Psalm 148:13 

His Greatness IChronicles16:25; Psalm 145:3 

His Holiness Exodus 15:11; Isaiah 6:3 

His Wisdom Daniel 2:20; Jude 1:25 

His Power - Psalm 21:13 

 

Praises in thanksgiving express the gratefulness of 

mankind for what God has done for us individually or 

collectively. It always come to a point in the life of 

mankind that solution to the  problems of our lives 

defies human methods, and we are left with only one 

choice, that is – to seek the face of Almighty in the 

desperate situation. When we received divine 

intervention of God in a situation like this, people 

always go wild with joy in order to express how joyful, 

happy and appreciative they are for what God had 

down for them. An appreciative minded person will 

always have cause to offer praises of thanksgiving unto 

God.  

 

There is a difference between praise and prayer. Praise 

is an act of thanksgiving and worshipping God. Praise 

may be part of prayer. Praise in prayer is our moral 

way of coming to God, to thank Him first of all as a 

precursor before bringing forth our petitions to God. 
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But it has its distinct purpose in our relationship with 

God. Prayer is not only an act of praises and 

worshipping God; it is also a medium whereby we 

pour out our mind unto God, communing with Him in 

the wealth of our understanding of His word. We 

strengthen our faith when we begin to relish in the 

wealth of His uncountable miraculous deeds and 

recount the faithfulness of God in His past relationship 

with mankind according to the revelation of the 

scripture.  In the confidence of faith in our mind we 

communicate to the Father in Heaven concerning our 

needs and lay before Him our petitions.  

 

There are four elements of true thanksgiving that can 

be found in praises, namely: 

 

• Remembering and relishing what God has done 

to strengthen our faith 

• Telling others about goodness of God in our 

testimonies to build the faith of others  

• Showing-off evidently in humility and in 

adoration of God’s glory to others 

• Offering gifts of self, time, resources and 

services in the vineyard of God 

 

Generally man tends to forget those wonderful 

moments that God has intervened in his situation. Man 

has very short memory for the goodness of God. The 

length of time in man’s memory about the goodness of 

God is at most, as long as his lifetime. Even within this 
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time there are crowds of events and problems that will 

try to over-shadow the monumental events of God’s 

greatness in the man’s life. God was aware of this 

human weakness when the Israelites were at the point 

of crossing the River Jordan. And the Lord said to 

Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight 

of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with 

Moses, so I will be with you.  You shall command the 

priests who bear the ark of the covenant, say, ‘When 

you have come to the edge of the water of the Jordan, 

you shall stand in the Jordan.’” (Joshua 3:7-8)  The 

people of God made their entry into the land of Canaan 

during harvest time. The River Jordan always 

overflows its bank during harvest time.  The volume of 

the river was at its greatest at this time of year and its 

flow was most erratic.  

 

The moment the priests that bore the Ark of the 

Covenant stepped in to the River Jordan, the power of 

God descended into the deep. The water that came 

down upstream was cut off and stood as a heap and 

stopped flowing. Of course, the normal flow of the rest 

of the water continued thereby creating the pathway 

for the people of God to walk safely on a dry ground 

through the River Jordan. No amount of expression of 

the mouth could be sufficient for the description of this 

miracle. It was evident that God was with His people. 

The event gave the Israelites a sense of belonging to 

the Living God, the Creator of Heaven and earth. The 

events will no doubt remain permanent in the mind of 
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the people that witnessed it. But no matter how 

carefully they describe the unique events to the 

younger generation, they may be thinking that their 

parent is telling them a fable story. For this reason, 

God told Joshua to direct that a man from each twelve 

tribes of Israel should pick up a stone in the middle of 

River Jordan, where the priests that bore the Ark of 

Covenant were standing and carry them to their 

lodging place. These stones were set up upon each 

other as a memorial stone of the great deed of the 

Heavenly Father for His people. And Joshua said to 

them, “Cross over before the ark of the Lord your God 

into the midst of the Jordan, and each one of you take 

up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of 

the tribes of children of Israel that this may be a sign 

among you when your children ask in time to come 

saying: “What do these stones mean to you? Then you 

shall answer them that the waters of Jordan were cut 

off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; when it 

crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were 

cut off. And these stones shall be for a memorial to the 

children of Israel forever.” (Joshua 4:4-7)   

 

We owe God the duty of remembering His greatness 

among us. His divine intervention in our lives and all 

His miraculous blessing should always be in our 

memory. The purpose is that we may be able to give a 

testimony of the glorious moment of God in our lives 

to those around us. Giving of testimony is another 

form of praises unto God. It is a dissemination of 
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knowledge of an unimaginable power of God that 

ignorant people are not tapping into. When a grateful 

child of God gives testimony of the greatness of God 

in his life, he is building bridge of faith over the 

problems of another person. He is telling someone that 

has a problem that there is no problem at all if God is 

the person’s center-focus. Now the person with a 

problem will now walk on this bridge of faith to reach 

God and declare in a faithful challenge unto the Lord 

and say, ‘If you can do this miracle in the life the 

person that gave this testimony, you will provide 

similar solution to my own problems.”    

 

There are two kinds of song of praises – songs 

ABOUT God and songs FOR God. Songs about God 

reveals the excellence of God and His deity to man. It 

also edifies man and strengthens our faith in the Lord. 

The example below will throw more light on this 

point. 

 

O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder 

Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder 

Thy power throughout the universe display 

 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 

How great Thou art! How great Thou art! (2ce) 
   Carl Boberg, 1856 

 

-----ooo0ooo----- 
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To God be the glory, great things He hath done 

So loved He the world that He gave us His Son 

Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 

 And opened the life gate that all may go in 

 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

Let the earth hear His voice! 

Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, 

Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, 

And give Him the glory, great things He hath done 
   Fanny J. Crosby, 1875 

 

On the other hand, songs for God blends our praises 

with our heart of worship in the demonstration of 

adoration of God and His awesome mightiness as a 

sweet offering of our lips before the Living God. 

 

Amen! Amen!  

Amen! Amen! Blessings and glory 

Wisdom, thanksgiving and honor 

Power and Might be unto to the Lord 

For ever and ever, Amen! 

 

-----ooo0ooo----- 

 

Oh Lord, our God,  

How excellent is your name 

In all the earth,  

How excellent is your name.  
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Jean Cocteau (1889-1963) said, “All good music 

resembles something. Good music stirs by its 

mysterious resemblance to the objects and feelings 

which motivated it.” In any Church you may visit, 

you will notice that the song of praises served the 

same purpose to the church – drawing the heart of 

man closer to God Almighty and prepare the heart of 

man to be receptive to the word of God. Prophet 

Elisha requested that song of praise be rendered as a 

spiritual vehicle to transport his mind to the realm of 

the Spirit where he can know the mind of God 

concerning the need of the kings. “But now bring me 

a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel 

played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him.” (II 

King 3:15) The Holy Spirit inspired songs of praise 

always stir the heart of believers, precedes and 

perhaps drives home all the Godly principles revealed 

in the ministration of the minister. 

 

In the process of praising the Lord, we do express all 

the four elements of praise in a way that best 

communicate our intentions to God. And all these 

processes become faith building processes in the life of 

appreciative children of God. We can always recount 

the great and mighty ways that God intervened in our 

needs when we called upon Him. You will understand 

this explanation from the point of view of Moses in his 

song after the deliverance of Israelites on the Red Sea.   
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Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
“I will sing to the Lord for he is highly exalted.  The horse 
and its rider he has hurled into the sea. The Lord is my 
strength and my song; he has become my salvation, He is 
my God, and I will praise him. The Lord is a warrior; the 
Lord is his name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he has 
hurled into the sea.  The best of Pharaoh’s officers are 
drowned in the Red-Sea. The deep waters have covered 
them; they sank to the depths like a stone.  Your right 
hand, O Lord was majestic in power. Your right hand, O 
Lord, shattered the enemy.  In the greatness of your 
majesty you threw down those who opposed you.  You 
unleashed your burning anger; it consumed them like 
stubble.  By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up.  
The surging water congealed in the heart of the sea.  The 
enemy boasted, I will pursue, I will overtake them, I will 
divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them I will draw my 
sword and my hand will destroy them. But you blew with 
your breath and the sea covered them. They sank like 
lead in the mighty waters. Who among the gods is like 
you, O Lord? Who is like you – majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glory, working wonders? You stretched out 
your right hand and the earth swallowed them.  In your 
unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed.  
In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 
The nations will hear and tremble; anguish will grip the 
people of Philistia.  The chiefs of Edom will be terrified, the 
leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people 
of Canaan will melt away; terror and dread will fall upon 
them.  By the power of your arm they will be as still as a 
stone – until your people pass by, O Lord, until the people 
you bought pass by. You will bring them in and plant them 
on the mountain of your inheritance – the place, O Lord, 
you made for your dwelling, the sanctuary, O Lord, your 
hands established.  The Lord will reign for ever and ever.  
Exodus 15:1-19 
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If there is anything that God desires, it is the 

appreciative heart of praises of mankind. Although 

angels in Heaven adore Him, nevertheless, He still 

desires the praises of His children. It is a great 

expectation of God towards all mankind. Having being 

created in the image of God, man possesses the 

attribute of God. It is obviously absurd for someone to 

praise himself. For the same reason, God cannot praise 

Himself. God created both heavens and earth and all 

that inhabited them but he did not create ‘praise’ 

because it is an exclusive act of His creatures. 

Mankind’s praiseworthiness reflects the greatness and 

goodness of God upon humanity back unto the Creator.  

Heavens praise the Living God and the animals praise 

Him also. Nature is not left behind, but man seems to 

be the only creature that is not adequately expressing 

this appreciative gesture towards God. God cherishes 

the few praises that come from those who appreciate 

His great deeds. Bible says in Revelation 5:8; that the 

golden vials in the hands of twenty-four elders contain 

the prayers of the saints. Revelation 8:4 confirms the 

same: “And the smoke of the incense, which came with 

the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out 

of the angel’s hand.” A detailed analysis of mankind’s 

behavioral aspect of praises that we touched in this 

paragraph will be concluded in the subsequent 

chapters. 
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CHAPTER  

David and Praises 

 
The greatest dancer is not adjudged great for the stunt 

and acrobatic displays he exhibits while dancing.  

Acrobatic dancers only respond to the combinations of 

musical notes before displaying their stunts. It is not 

the impeccable series of rhythmical motions of the 

dancing steps that make a dancer the greatest. It is not 

the dramatic smooth intermittent turning around that 

carve him a class of distinction among his peers. And 

lastly, it is neither the colorful attire that singles him 

out from the rest.   

 

I am yet to see any one that can dance like a musical 

director. I always see this person dancing from time to 

time in the church or in a concert. He dresses normally, 

in a coat and tie, like everybody else. He stands upright 

facing the choir or the orchestra with his back to the 

audience. All the choir members and the 

instrumentalists focus their attention to him.  None 

should think him arrogant in turning his back to the 

audience; it is the nature of his unique dance. He never 

takes dancing steps.   You can’t see him turning left or 

right until the end of the rendition. Although he starts 

the music, he does not dance to musical instruments. 

2 
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With baton on one hand he spreads his hands up to 

give signal to the choir to tell them, “Get ready.” And 

down those hands would go to indicate, “Start.” 

Instantly the hands are up again gesticulating to direct 

the pace and pitch and tone of the music. This great 

dancer has every note of the choir music in his heart. 

And he dances to the expectation of every note. He 

raises up his finger signaling to the sopranos: “Give me 

the soprano version.” He does the same to the bass 

singers, the treble and also signal to alto to release their 

own versions of the same music. At the peak of his 

unique dance, he alternates his hands up and down to 

control the timing and blending of the song. He knows 

the distinct sound he expects the choir to sing, he 

gesticulates his hands to call for the tune. At times his 

passion for the beauty of the song runs wild and makes 

him to be emotional in the way he makes gesture with 

his body and his hands. At the end of the rendition of 

every song, he turns around to face the audience. He 

bows down humbly and the entire choir follows suit. A 

big applause from the audience fills the air.  

 

When the big applause rends the air, I often wonder 

what the people were appreciating. Is it the beautiful 

rendition or the great dance of the music director that 

dance to the music of his heart? If you can appreciate 

the excellent performance of the choir and the music 

director that coordinates and presents a powerful 

musical rendition, have you wondered about the 

worshipping hearts of those who compose Christian 
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music? Nothing compares with the meditation in the 

heart of music composer. Every note in a song and 

every word that comprises the lyrics of the song are the 

product of his meditation. The sounds of different 

kinds of drums and musical instruments have been 

arranged to blend and perfected with the melody of his 

anointed heart. Every eventual dancing step to his 

music emanates from the glorious imagination of the 

heart of the composer.  

 

Frances Jane Crosby popularly known as Fanny 

Crosby (1820-1915) was a great composer of her time.  

At the tender age of one and a half month she became 

permanently blind as a result of a quack doctor’s 

prescription of hot mustard poultices for her slight eye 

infection. Yes, she became blind by accident of fate. 

But God works in a mysterious ways. His ways are 

unsearchable. Perhaps God carved her out from the 

polluted and corrupted world in order to prepare her 

for her glorious calling. Fanny Crosby could not see 

the wicked world around her anymore but she could 

behold the beauty of glorious heaven. She was 

enlightened in the divine wisdom of Holy Spirit. And 

she was able to express her heart of appreciation with 

powerful songs. Her excellent works spoke volumes 

about her faithful walk with the Lord. She composed 

over nine thousand Christian songs. Amongst her great 

works are: “Blessed Assurance,” “I am Thine, O Lord; 

I have heard Thy voice,” “Praise Him, Praise Him,” 

and “To God be the Glory,” “Pass me not, O gentle 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blessed_Assurance
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Praise_Him%2C_Praise_Him&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=To_God_be_the_Glory&action=edit
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Saviour.” So many years after her death and through 

eternity, her great ministry of praise will continue to 

lead the entire world in the procession of praise before 

the Heavenly God on earth.  People are singing 

“Blessed Assurance” in the entire world today, and in 

different languages, and it all began with the anointed 

expression of the heart of praises of the blind woman 

evoking the Lord’s glory.  

 

Some great composers wake up in the night to put 

down the glorious thoughts bursting from their dreams. 

That is why not all songs can be expressed with harps 

and flutes. Guitar and violin cannot express all the 

music of the heart. Before the mouth begins to sing of 

the Lord’s glory, the heart of man must have first 

received its revelation. The thoughtful mind processes 

the revelation and selects the choice words. The heart 

filled of praise puts the words together poetically, in 

perfect arrangement before the glorious mouths of the 

choir expresses it melodiously. 

 

Songs represent the abundance of praises in the heart 

of man. They can be confessions of one’s sins, 

declarations of God’s faithfulness.  They can be the 

litanies of the great and mighty things that God had 

done or a prophetic utterance of the victorious events 

revealed in a God-given vision unto His people. When 

one considers the Song of Moses in Exodus Chapter 15 

and Psalm 136, he will understand that songs go 

beyond the expression musicians give them. There are 
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songs that can only be expressed by the heart of 

appreciation. This type of song is only known unto the 

person who received the revelation and only God 

Almighty can understand the richness of the melodious 

music of the heart. 

 

Whenever the children of God focus on the issue of 

praise, there is no way King David of the Bible would 

not be connected to it.  King David possessed the 

quintessential heart of worship.  Although he was a 

great warrior that led Israel to many victories, he was 

not known and remembered for his victories in war.  

He never took credit for any victory the Israelites won 

under his leadership. He gave God the glory for every 

victory in his kingdom. Let us consider David in light 

of God’s word, “out of the abundance of the heart the 

mouth speaketh.” (Matthew 12:34) The book of 

Psalms reveals that David’s heart was filled with 

meditation on the greatness and graciousness of God 

towards His people. David is remembered by the 

legacy of genuine act of appreciation toward God. He 

is known and remembered for his innumerable 

sacrifice of praises he offered unto God.  The 

combination of his righteousness and praise-filled 

heart earned him the heavenly recognition. God 

described King David as a man after ‘My’ own heart. 

“After removing Saul, he made David their king. He 

testified concerning him: ‘I have found David son of 

Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything 
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I want him to do.” (Acts 13:22) because he knew how 

to tune on the Living God with the heart of praises.  

 

Each psalm written by David reflected his perspective 

of God’s sovereignty in the life of David. He sees 

spiritually with the eyes of faith and projected into the 

far and near future with the prophetic utterances of 

praise.  It also reflected the abundance of righteous 

thoughtfulness in the mind of the King. The words in 

each psalm come together to exhibit and demonstrate 

David’s distinctive knowledge of God and His ways. 

At the same time, all the psalms of King David 

addressed the situations of mankind in one way or 

another. Some reveal the deplorable situation of man at 

the brink of destruction, while lauding our great and 

merciful Father that delivers man in a precarious 

situation with stretched hands. Some reveal the 

maxims of righteous living along with their resultant 

blessings so that unrighteous people may turn to follow 

the pathway of righteousness. In some of David’s 

psalms, he recounted the troublesome moments of his 

life. Ever, he remembered the way God Almighty 

delivered him from the ensnaring net of enemies.  His 

sacrifice of praise reveals the victorious life available 

for any who know their God and places their trust in 

Him. Some of his psalms, especially Psalm 136, are 

chronological monuments recounting God’s miracles 

throughout the history of His people, Israel.  
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Psalm 23 is the testimony of David for God’s 

faithfulness and blessings in his life. In this Psalm, 

David also reflected upon the relationship he had with 

God. David applied a personalized meaningful allegory 

to express the relationship that existed between him 

and God Almighty. David was a shepherd before he 

was anointed to become a king in Israel. On the day he 

was slated for the anointing of Heavenly King, while 

his seven amiable brethren were appearing before 

Samuel, the Prophet of God, David was in the field 

tending his father’s sheep. All of David’s brothers 

were devoid of the godly criteria that God was looking 

for in the one to become Israel’s king. But God did not 

forget David though his own people considered him 

the least among the children of Jesse their father. 

When all the favorites of Jesse showed up before the 

Prophet Samuel and none were chosen, he asked Jesse 

the father of David,  

“Are here all thy children?”  

“There remaineth yet the youngest, and behold, he 

keepeth the sheep,” answered Jesse. 

“We will not sit down till he come hither,” said 

Prophet Samuel. The moment David appeared before 

Samuel, the Spirit of God quickened the prophet, 

indicating that David was the chosen king. Samuel 

immediately anointed him king of Israel.  

 

In this Psalm, David also reflected upon the 

faithfulness of God from the beginning of his calling.  

Even before Samuel anointed David, God called him in 
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the shepherd field. In the hand of God, David was like 

precious jewel newly mined from dirty caves. The 

rough edges of his life needed smoothening. The 

anointed David in the hand of God went through the 

processes of purification as gold in the hand of the 

Heavenly smith. In no doubt, no one can lose sight of 

the dramatic but divine transformation in the life of the 

stark illiterate shepherd that became the king of Israel. 

God shaped him and molded him to become the 

righteous instrument in His hand. “He chose David 

also his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: 

From following the ewes great with young he brought 

him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his 

inheritance. So he fed them according to the integrity 

of his heart; and guided them by the skillfulness of his 

hands.” (Psalm 78:70-72) 

 

David spoke, in this Psalm, from authoritative view of 

a professional shepherd. He precisely related God’s 

caring relationship for him to the way he cared for his 

father’s animals in the shepherd field. He recognized 

the role of shepherd that Almighty God filled in his 

life. The sheep have eyes, but because of its trust for 

the shepherd, he chooses to see with the better eyes of 

the shepherd. As a sheep under the cover of the 

shepherd, King David subjected himself to the 

authority and directives of the Mighty Shepherd. David 

saw God in his subconscious mind as an able Protector 

and as an abundant Provider. As a shepherd boy in 

Bethlehem, he knew where the green grazing grass was 
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for the animals, and he led them there everyday. This 

was the basis of his trust in the Lord, that as long as the 

Lord is his Shepherd, he shall not want. He would not 

lack any deserving blessing reserved for the sheep of 

Almighty God.  

 

Perhaps you are wondering why he was so sure of this. 

The closer you are to someone in a relationship the 

more knowledge of the person you possess. Having 

walked with God in the faithfulness of heart, David 

knew that “the earth is the Lord and the fullness 

thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” 

(Psalm 24:1) He was tapping from the divine wisdom 

that was revealed in Deuteronomy 10:14 that says, 

“Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens is the 

Lord’s thy God, the earth also, with all that therein 

is.”  David trusted in this divine information before he 

declared a win-win scenario upon his life and boldly 

said, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” He 

knew that God is behind every need that was 

successfully met in our lives. The fruit of our labor that 

met our adequate needs is not the product our hard 

work. God makes the difference. It is one thing to 

generate fruit through hard work; it is another thing to 

possess grace to eat the fruit through God’s mercy. Not 

every hard work brings forth enduring fruit of blessing.  

Many work harder than us and receive ashes for their 

efforts.  God is behind every fruit of our labor that we 

are privileged to enjoy. It is not what you plant that 

feeds you, the hand of God is in every hundred fold 
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increase you have in your endeavors. It is not money 

and the service of good doctor that procure us good 

health. God is the great minister that heals every cell of 

our body. 

 

King David, still wrapped up in the meditation of his 

shepherd experience, continues, “He maketh me lie 

down in the green pastures; he leadeth me beside the 

still waters.” One of the problems of man is that we do 

not know when it is enough. We always assume that 

we can go a step more even when a rest is obviously 

needed. In fact some believe that the only time that 

man can rest is when he is dead. But a diligent 

shepherd understands that the sheep need to rest. The 

ideal place of rest for the animal, in the point of view 

of the shepherd is beside the still water, where the cool 

breeze of the water will be refreshing to the animals. 

The Lord has a better and thoughtful place of rest for 

your soul where His peace that passes all 

understanding will be your portion. This place of 

perfect comfort is His presence. Your rest begins when 

you establish a relationship with Him. The divine 

peace you find with the Lord is the restoration of your 

soul. Every man blows it in sinfulness like Adam and 

Eve. Every man lost his Eden to the flaming angel 

because of sin. Thank God for the Cross that paved the 

way of eternity for man. The peace that eluded man 

since Adam and Eve blew it in the Garden of Eden is 

now available to man again. When you encounter the 

Lord in the path way of your life as Paul humbly 
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encountered Jesus Christ on his way to Damascus, He 

would restore you because of his Holy name. He will 

straighten your crooked life in His righteousness. 

 

Trials are spiritual exercise for the children of God. As 

the sporting event tones the body and strengthens the 

muscle for a prize or honor, the same way trials keep 

you on your toes.  They are also spiritual mechanisms 

that continually remind you not to deviate from the 

covering the Almighty’s canopy. Without problem in 

the pathway of your life, what would you have to 

overcome?  How would the glory of God manifest in 

your victory when you have nothing to conquer?  

Prophet Isaiah revealed this assurance from God in his 

prophecy, “When you passest through the waters, I 

will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not 

overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou 

shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle 

upon thee.” (Isaiah 43:2) David recognized this 

principle of life in testimony to the presence of God in 

the life of David he added in the Psalm, “Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will 

fear no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 

they comfort me.”  

 

The first battle that David fought before Saul permitted 

him to face Goliath, was the battle of faith. David 

passed through the valley of shadow of death even in 

the shepherd field. The lion and bear attacked the 

sheep, but the residence of the presence of God with 
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David endowed him the divine ability to face those 

wild animals headlong. He safely rescued the animals 

from the jaws of the bear and the lions. All these trials 

and eventual victories happened to David in order to 

prepare him for the moment he will face King Saul to 

testify that the Lord’s Hand was upon him. He gave 

testimony about his victory during his trials in the 

shepherd field to the king in order to convince him. 

The testimony of David built a spiritual bridge of faith 

in the heart of King Saul. For the first time, he saw 

victory over Goliath instead of anxiety and despair. At 

that very moment the spirit of the anointed king was 

quickened and he sensed the mighty hand of the Lord 

was upon David.  He gave his consent that he should 

face Goliath. This was David’s launching pad of faith 

upon which he leapt into victory in the valley of Elah.  

 

The battle in the valley of Elah was not a battle of 

strength. Neither was it a battle of skillful usage of 

weapons of war.  Rather, it was an unusual battle; the 

battle of who is on the Lord’s side. David walked in to 

the valley of Elah in the name of the Lord.  David was 

not afraid Goliath, the giant warrior of the Philistines.  

David reclined in the shadow of the Lord’s wings 

while Goliath saw his valley suddenly flooded with the 

shadow of death. Goliath advanced against David with 

all the terror and foreboding of a flood. The presence 

of God with David raised a standard that gave him 

victory over the Philistine. The standards are the rod of 

judgment and staff of correction which of course are 
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the sword of the spirit—the word of God. So deep was 

David’s love for the law of God and so true his desire 

to obey His law, that the Word became His comfort. 

On the contrary the word was a devastating weapon 

against enemy that trivialized it.  

 

Having all these spiritual facts in his kitty, David 

assured himself in the confidence of the faithful God 

that, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord for ever.”  The king recognized the Lord as his 

Shepherd.  He also knew the tender loving-kindness of 

a shepherd towards his flock.  He understood that the 

earth and the fullness of it belong to God.  Above all, 

because of the relationship that exist between him and 

God, David knew assuredly that goodness and mercy 

of God shall locate him, lock on him and continue to 

follow him all the days of his life.  

 

Perhaps we are wondering why this should be so. 

David did not seek what the world is seeking. The 

world placed the cart before the horse in their search 

for wealth and prosperity. When they come to the 

presence of God, instead of seeking first His kingdom 

and his righteousness, they seek for ‘all other things;’ 

they sought reward and abandoned the main task that 

would have ushered them into the divine blessing of 

God. David was ever seeking a continuous relationship 

with God.  While others were distracted by the corners 

of their eyes, he pressed forward in righteousness and 
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integrity of heart. He iterated in the Psalms that he 

would dwell in the house of the Lord for ever – 

meaning that he will not allow the love of the world to 

severe the relationship he had with God. It is certain 

that any righteous-minded Christian will give the 

reflection of David in this Psalm a serious 

consideration. That is the purpose that a praise-worthy 

heart of David serves in the lives of others— to spur 

others to establish a relationship with God so that they 

can partake in His divine blessing from that moment 

onward.  

 
So when David was old and full of days, he made his son 
Solomon king over Israel. And he gathered together all 
the leaders of Israel, with the priest and the Levites. Now 
the Levites were numbered from the age of thirty years 
and above; and the number of the individual males was 
thirty-eighty thousand. Of these, twenty four thousand 
were to look after the work of the house of the Lord, six 
thousand were officers and judges, four thousand were 
gatekeepers, and four thousand praised the Lord with 
musical instruments, “which I made,” said David, “for 
giving praise.” (I Chronicles 23:1-5) 
 
Moreover David and the captains of the army separated 
for the service some of the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and 
of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, stringed 
instruments, and cymbals. And the number of the skilled 
men performing their service was: Of the sons of Asaph: 
Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah; the sons of 
Asaph were under the direction of Asaph, who 
prophesied according to the order of the king. Of 
Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, 
Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under 
the direction of their father, Jeduthun, who prophesied 
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with a harp to give thanks and to praise the Lord. Of 
Heman, the sons of Heman; Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, 
Shebuel, Jetimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, 
Romamti-Ezer, Joshebekashah Mallothi, Hothir, and 
Mahazioth. All these were the sons of Heman the king’s 
seer in the words of God, to exalt his horn. For God gave 
Heman fourteen sons and three daughters. All these 
were under the direction of their father for the music in 
house of the Lord, with cymbals, stringed instruments, 
and harps for the service of the house of God. Asaph, 
Jeduthun, and Heman were under the authority of the 
king. So the number of them, with their brethren who 
were instructed in the songs of the Lord, all who were 
skillful, was two hundred and eighty-eight. (I Chronicles 
25:1-7) 

 

Do you have a hobby? Perhaps your response is that, 

“Every one does!” Maybe the question should have 

been restructured. Do you have a skill—be it a natural 

or acquired skill? Better still, do you possess a unique 

gift or a talent? Talent generally is a natural unrealized 

gift. For example, it was not a big deal for Michael 

Jordan to jump a remarkable height and maneuver the 

basketball for another dunk.  But people who cannot 

perform this marvelous feat call him “Air Jordan.” But 

he, hopefully, never saw himself in that perspective. 

David was naturally talented as a skillful harp player. 

In the shepherd field where he looked after his father’s 

sheep, his only hobby and perhaps his keen desire was 

to use the little instrument in his hand to praise God. 

When the love of man was waxing cold, even from the 

excruciating disappointing end—his parents and his 

brethren who failed to count him as somebody, David 
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encouraged himself in the relationship of praise he had 

with the Lord. Praising God faithfully and skillfully 

was the way he measured his mastery of the musical 

instrument.  

 

David discovered a beautiful relationship with God 

Almighty through harp, the instrument of music. 

Faithful services in the Lord’s vineyard always attract 

the uncommon blessing of Almighty God. God used 

the instrument of praise in the hand of David to elevate 

him. The anointing of praise paved way for David in 

the palace of King Saul. No sooner after David was 

anointed, King Saul became sick. A servant of King 

Saul, perhaps his medical doctor, diagnosed the illness 

of the king and recommended that the cure for the 

King's illness was the music therapy from the harp. 

Was this not strange? Another servant said he had seen 

one good harp player among the Jesse's sons.  He 

presented the resumé of David with a strong 

recommendation. He described him as a very good 

harp player, a brave man, a warrior, man of wisdom, a 

humble person and the Mighty presence of God was 

with him. (I Samuel 16:18) Was this a co-incidence? 

No, it was the manifestation of the plan of God. “Cast 

thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after 

many days.” (Ecclesiastes 11:1) The seemingly 

unnoticed praises that David offered to the Lord as a 

shepherd boy paid off. The servant of the king Saul 

testified positively in favor of David, he spoke about 

his humble spirit, his wisdom, his courage.  His skill as 
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a harp player became sought for as a healing balm for 

the sick king.  

 

King Saul sent a messenger to the house of Jesse in 

Bethlehem to fetch David and he became an armor-

bearer in the service of King Saul. David was not the 

only harp player in the whole kingdom of Saul but in 

order that the purpose of God concerning his life may 

be fulfilled, he was singled out and called in to the 

service of the king. God called him into the service of 

a hateful boss that he might learn something.  And so 

he drew near to his enemy and loved him.  He did not 

despise his enemy but loved and served him. David 

provided music therapy for the sick king; he also had 

opportunity to watch the king directing the affairs of 

the kingdom. He learned about the power and authority 

of kings, the procedure of governing the kingdom and 

all the kingly protocols and obeisance. Was there any 

better way for a village shepherd boy to be trained in 

kingly wisdom?  

 

A wise man considers and reflects upon each day on 

his bed before he sleeps for ways to praise the Lord. 

He wakes up in the morning to praise the Heavenly 

Father who had seen him throughout the night. It is 

those who know how to think about goodness of God, 

that possesses the grace to give heartfelt praises to 

God. In his thoughtfulness King David knew the 

turning point of his life. He knew that praising of the 

Heavenly King had led him to all his breakthroughs. 
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He established and organized skillful musicians to 

praise God throughout the tenure of his reign in Israel. 

When he realized that he was getting near his grave, 

David decided to pass on the legacy of praise to 

Solomon, his son.  

 

He gathered the leaders of Israel, the priests and the 

Levites, about thirty eight thousand all together, and he 

assigned unto them national spiritual duties to glorify 

God Almighty. The Levites were responsible for 

fulfilling these duties according to the role God had 

given them as the administrators of the temple.  

 
Ministries Number 

of Men 
Spiritual 

Assignment 
Thoughtful 
Purposes 

Priests 24,000 To observe all the holy 
spiritual ordinances in 
accordance with the 
law of God and to lead 
Israelites in seeking 
Lord God Almighty. 

To lead the people of 
God in seeking Him in 
truth and in spirit in the 
temple of God so that 
people may maintain 
an unflinching loyalty 
with God and that 
idolatry can be 
stamped out in Israel. 

Judges 
and 

Officers 

6,000 To administer over the 
affairs of the temple 

To execute righteous 
judgment among the 
people of God and 
according to the law of 
God and carry out daily 
administration of the 
temple. 

Musicians 4,000 To sing praises unto 
the Lord in the Temple 

To sing praises unto 
the Living God and 
glorify His Holy name 
in the presence of 
people of Israel with 
the musical instru-
ments that David 
made. 
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Ministries Number 
of Men 

Spiritual 
Assignment 

Thoughtful 
Purposes 

Gatekeepers 4,000 To guard the gates of 
the temple. 

To provide security to 
lives of the people and 
holy treasures in the 
temple of God and 
ensure that orderliness 
is in place during the 
worshipping period of 
the people of God in 
the temple. 

 

   

It is one thing to praise God with fruit of our lips; it is 

another thing to praise God in deed. David tried as 

much as possible to immortalize godliness among the 

Israelites. He strived to teach the next generation of 

government in Israel, beginning with Solomon, how to 

place God Almighty in a preeminent position in the 

nation.  

 

David was the only king in the Bible that set up a 

ministry of praises unto God as part of his government 

responsibility towards God. Out of 38,000 spiritually 

strong men of the tribe of Levites, he ordered 24,000 to 

be priests of the temple of God that Solomon would 

build. The priests of God’s temple were to lead the 

people of God in seeking Him in truth and in spirit in 

the temple of God so that the people may stamp out 

idolatry in Israel by maintaining an unflinching loyalty 

to God. He appointed 6,000 judges and officers to be 

administrators of the temple and to execute righteous 

judgment among the people according to the law of 

God. He appointed 4,000 gatekeepers to protect the 
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worshippers of the temple and to protect the holy 

treasures in the temple of God.  They helped to ensure 

orderliness as the people worshiped God in His temple. 

The ministry of music comprised of 24 assorted 

divisions of musicians with 288 spiritual song leaders. 

He appointed 4,000 strong singers of the tribe of 

Levites to sing praises unto the Living God and glorify 

His Holy name with the musical instruments that 

David made.  

 

David appointed Asaph to be the Chief Musician of the 

nation the same way national government of today 

appoints a Secretary of State or a Minister of Defense. 

When the Ark of Covenant was brought to Israel, he 

appointed the best Levites musicians to minister before 

the ark of the Lord continually. “He appointed some of 

the Levites to minister before the ark of the Lord, to 

make petition, to give thanks, and to praise the Lord, 

the God of Israel: Asaph was the chief, Zechariah 

second, the Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithah, 

Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-Edom and Jeiel.  They were to 

play the lyres and harp, Asaph was to sound the 

cymbals, and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests were to 

blow the trumpets regularly before the ark of the 

covenant of God.” (I Chronicle 16:4-6)You will notice 

that some of the chapters of the Book of Psalm are 

connected to Asaph the Chief Musician.  

 

The wisdom leading to the path of God’s miracle 

always resides with those who walk in close 
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relationship with Him. David did not appoint scientists 

of his time in Israel to develop new weapons of war or 

to modernize the old ones to become more effective. 

But he appointed men to worship God in assorted 

forms of praises. These men of godly wisdom brought 

forth new songs of praises to Almighty God. Before 

the spiritually ignorant world, praise would most likely 

be an unintelligent warfare.  However, in the mouth of 

the wise king who was spiritually inclined and to those 

who knew the way of the Lord, it was a mighty 

spiritual weapon of war. Praise unto God was the most 

important defensive organ in David’s kingdom. This 

was the secret behind his numerous victories over the 

enemies of his kingdom.  

 

King David praised God in psalms with harps, timbrel 

and other musical instruments. King David expressed 

his own gesture of praise by dancing before the Ark of 

Covenant.  He did not mind looking foolish in the eyes 

of some people.  He only cared to look good in the 

eyes of God as long as he could express his 

thankfulness to Him fully and honestly. “And it came 

to pass, as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came 

to the city of David, that Michal the daughter of Saul 

looking out at a window saw king David dancing and 

playing: and she despised him in her heart.” (I 

Chronicle 15:29) From the life of David and through 

the word of God we have learnt an important lesson: 

the praises unto God is a divine secret weapon of 
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victory. This was the legacy he passed on to his 

successor, King Solomon.  

 

In the Christian age, praise has not lost its divine 

effectiveness. The New Testament Church was not left 

out in the act of praising God. Although in the face of 

fierce persecution that did not permit the first century 

believers an effective and active praising of God with 

musical instruments like the time of David, the 

brethren still praised God from their hearts by singing 

in hymns and in psalms with their mouths. When we 

praise God, it glorifies God and simultaneously 

frustrates the confidence of enemies and renders their 

evil weapons useless. When the children of God praise 

God, it moves the mighty hands of God to the strategic 

position of help and deliverance. When the praise goes 

up the blessing of Heavenly Father comes down. 

 

Songs of praises in the church are a powerful 

instrument of ministration to the people of God. The 

spiritual melodies attract people to God’s presence 

like the sweet fragrance of flowers attracts the bees. 

Naturally, everybody loves and appreciates the 

appealing and inviting language of music. Every time 

we gather together, there are various burdens in our 

hearts according to individual experiences in the 

world. The hullabaloo of each day in the world tends 

to scatter and disorganize our minds spiritually. 

Praising God prepares our hearts in the spiritual mood 

so as to receive God’s word from the ministers. God 
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inspired the blessed people in the song ministry to 

turn morsels of God’s word into instruments of 

evangelism and praises. God uses these praise 

worship songs to detoxify the hearts that are filled 

with worldly burdens. The praises of the children of 

God is a balm to the battered spirit of man and 

prepares his soul to hear and speak heaven’s 

language. Jeffery Tate (b. 1943) said in New Yorker 

(April 30, 1990), “The most perfect expression of 

human behavior is a string quartet.” There is a place 

reserved for you among the praise filled elects of 

God. Come and take your place among the 

worshippers of the heavenly King.  Join others to 

express your life and your situation with the heart of 

praises in the presence of God, because there is no 

other better place you can praise God than the 

atmosphere of righteousness.  
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CHAPTER  

Heaven Praises God 

 
In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train 
filled the temple. Above it stood the seraphims: each 
one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and 
with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did 
fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his 
glory. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of 
him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 
Isaiah 6:1-4  
 

When you have a beloved friend, you will not like to 

relate with him at arms-length. You will love to be 

closer with him, share important thoughts together and 

perhaps divulge secrets to each other. In some cases 

you exchange visits, and introduce each other to 

important members of your families. Similar things 

happened to Prophet Isaiah, a servant of God who 

walked faithfully in the presence of the Lord. The 

Prophet was lifted up into the realm of the Spirit. He 

did not walk from the physical realm in to the glorious 

revelation. It is like God wanted to expose the prophet 

to the glorious realm of the spirit in order that he may 

be inspired to compare it with the inglorious physical 

3 
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realm. Mystery was revealed to the prophet in the 

awesome wealth of praises in the presence of the 

Heavenly God. It was not the strange sight of the 

heavenly host that was so amazing. Isaiah was 

intrigued by the majesty of their praises and the 

endless but constant presentation of praises to the 

Lord.   

 

In the man’s sense of pride, we always think that when 

we praise God, we are doing Him a favor. Certainly, it 

is the other way round. When we are inspired to 

understand why we should praise God we will then 

realize that we owe God a duty of praise in season and 

out of season. As we are doing this we are doing 

ourselves a big favor. One of the remarkable 

experiences of the Prophet when he beheld the glimpse 

of glory of the Most High in the splendor of His 

majesty was the supernatural richness in the way the 

heavenly host were praising Him. Isaiah beheld the 

Lord seated on His throne, high and exalted—not only 

high in an unimaginable mighty glory alone but also 

high in authority and power; high in an indescribable 

excellent glorious splendor; high in the melodious 

powerful scintillating vocals of the heavenly of praise 

of the angelic host. He saw the seraphs with six wings 

saying, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the 

whole earth is full of His glory.” He said the sound of 

their voices shook the doorposts and thresholds and the 

temple was filled with smoke.  
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And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne 
was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne. And he 
that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine 
stone: and there was a rainbow round about the throne, 
in sight like unto an emerald. And round about the throne 
were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw 
four and twenty elders sitting, clothed in white raiment; 
and they had on their heads crowns of gold. And out of 
the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and 
voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before 
the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God. And 
before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto 
crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and round about 
the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and 
behind. And the first beast was like a lion, and the second 
beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, 
and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And the four 
beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they 
were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, 
saying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, 
and is, and is to come. And when those beasts give glory 
and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who 
liveth for ever and ever, The four and twenty elders fall 
down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him 
that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before 
the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 
Revelation 4:2-11  

 
John's account of the glimpse of glory was similar to 

that of Prophet Isaiah. John’s account was a more 

detailed description of the privileged sight in the Bible. 

Like Isaiah, he saw the Lord on the throne and the four 

living creatures with six wings praising the Lord day 

and night saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 
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Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." He saw the 

splendor and the inexpressible, dazzling beautiful 

throne of God. He saw a rainbow resembling an 

emerald that encircled the throne. Twenty-four elders 

dressed in white with crowns of gold on their heads 

seated on their thrones around the mighty Throne of 

God. They fell down in unison and laid their crowns 

before Him to worship Him and said: “You are worthy, 

our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 

power, for you created all things, and by your will they 

were created and have their being.”  These powerful 

scenes revealed his nakedness and emptiness in the 

midst of the heavenly hosts that were clad in heavenly 

glorious apparel. 

 

He continued in Revelation 5:11-14, that he beheld and 

heard voices of multitude of host of heaven saying, 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 

and riches, and wisdom, and strength and honor and 

glory and blessing.”  I want to point your attention to 

the four beasts that stands before the Throne. They are 

not monsters. They are the Cherubim, the highest class 

of angel. Ezekiel described them as the living creature. 

(Ezekiel 1:10-11; Ezekiel 10:20-21) The four beasts, 

that is, the cherubim said, “Amen.” The twenty-four 

elders fell down and worshipped the Living God. 

 

Revelation 7:11-12 was like the other privilege 

glimpse of glory. The host of heavens surrounded the 

Throne and fell on their faces and worshipped God, 
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saying, “Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom and 

thanksgiving, and honor and power and might be unto 

our God for ever and ever. Amen.”  (Revelation 11:16-

17) The twenty-four elders fell upon their faces and 

worshipped God, saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord 

God Almighty, the one who is and who was because 

you have taken your great power and have began to 

reign.”  Revelation 19:5 revealed that “a voice came 

out of the throne, saying, ‘Praise our God, all ye his 

servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great.”    

 

Any time I meditate about the experience of these 

privilege servants of God that have seen the glimpse of 

God’s glory, I always wish there is a spiritual 

excursion to heaven whereby the Christian can have 

the opportunity to visit the Throne of God in Heaven 

and behold the beauty of His glory, even for a moment, 

before coming back to earth. I wish we can behold 

what Isaiah saw and described himself as an ‘undone 

and a man of unclean lips.’ I wish we can hear the 

voice of angels singing and behold the awesome zeal 

they demonstrated in their relentless praises. Imagine 

the humility of the twenty-four elders that set aside 

their crowns and bow down before the Most High God 

on the Throne and worship Him. I strongly believe that 

the heavenly vision of Isaiah, Ezekiel and John had a 

strong impact upon their lives respectively. They were 

there in the spirit but the experience manifested in their 

physical life. They knew God Almighty they were 

serving. Although men look up to these great men of 
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God because of the spiritual attributes of God upon 

their lives, yet they all understood their unworthiness 

in the presence of God and for this reason, they daily 

strived hard to live according to the heavenly standard 

they have seen. They all wanted to be close to the 

presence of the Heavenly King. They were very 

cautious of the life they lived, cautious about what they 

said, cautious in all ramifications of holiness to ensure 

that their relationship with the Heavenly Father was 

not in any way jeopardized.  

 

Have you ever thought of the reason the heavenly hosts 

are praising God? After all, heaven is the end of 

revelation that is presently obscured to humanity. In 

the presence of God all things are made bare. The hosts 

of heaven are not praising God because of their next 

meal. They are not praising the Heavenly Father for 

another promotion. Although God Almighty is a 

terrible God and He is a consuming fire, the praises of 

the heavenly host are not induced for fear of His 

judgment. There is no doubt that their praises are borne 

out of the loving hearts towards God Almighty. They 

could not be sick in the presence of the Living God 

therefore; they are not praising Him as a health 

premium for another healing expectation. They are not 

looking forward for another breakthrough because 

eternity is the peak and the very end of all 

breakthroughs; therefore they are not praising God for 

the next breakthrough. It is obvious that the heavenly 

hosts made it to heaven and are dwelling in the 
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glorious presence of God but certainly this is not the 

reason they praise God. Their praises and worships are 

wholesome, awesome and from the depth of their 

hearts.  There were many things we have never 

understood about God or the universe He created. In 

the presence of God, the divine understanding of the 

heavenly hosts is not limited by nature. Revelation is 

clearer and glaring. In fact nothing is hiding in the 

presence of the Mighty King. There are many reasons 

that our finite minds and limited understanding can 

imagine, yet it does not provide reasons why the 

heavenly hosts praise God fervently. Heavenly hosts 

are just praising God for Who He is. Pure and simple! 

 

Praise was obviously noticeable in all the revelations 

of the glimpse of glory of Almighty God. One can 

therefore deduce from these revelations that praise is 

an important arm of the Heaven’s administration. As 

air, water and sunlight are major elements of 

sustenance for all creatures on earth, the heavenly 

hosts are praising God as if praise is the means of their 

own sustenance in the way they demonstrate their 

adoration unto the Lord with zeal. Of course, their 

means of sustenance defer from that of man. Although 

this was not expressly stated in the scripture, the 

wisdom behind the heaven’s praises unto Almighty 

God is a challenge to a spiritually minded person.       

 

There is something important to notice in the scenario 

before the Heavenly Throne of God. The host of 
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heaven are praising God and worshipping Him. Along 

with their praises and worship they also give thanks to 

God not necessarily that He may fulfill any need for 

them. Why? They behold the mystery of God in their 

eyes of understanding of Heavenly Father and in the 

glorious point of views of Almighty God. For instance, 

in what way do we expect the heavenly hosts to 

express their thanksgiving to God for the glorious body 

He had given them? Consider what thanksgiving, 

worshipping, praising God means to the heavenly host 

in comparison to our own understanding of these 

things. Therefore the appreciation of the heavenly host 

manifests in praises and worships.  

 

Brethren, there is a pattern in the manner the heavenly 

hosts praise God. They fall upon their faces and 

worship God. This is a form of humility. The Heavenly 

Host humble themselves before the Most Holy God. 

Their praises fulfill the four elements of praise: 

remembering what God has done, testifying about His 

great deeds to others, showing God’s glory to others 

and offering sacrificial gifts of self, time, and 

resources. They praise God with a loud voice. This 

should not be strange to mankind. Man also loves to 

praise God with loud voice but they devise an easy 

way out. Man does not want to get tired while praising 

the Lord and he created the microphone that does the 

shouting through the loud speaker. The sound of a 

guitar is almost inaudible but becomes very loud when 

it is connected with audio system. As useful as all 



Heaven Praises God 

 

 -  55  - 

these musical instruments are, some people are hiding 

under the loud volume of the instrument to remain 

silent instead of praising God in an audible voices. The 

heavenly hosts are not dependent upon electrical 

energy, because the glorious light from the presence of 

God is sufficient. They relish this glorious moment to 

do glorious services to the King. There is also an 

indication of a collective activity of the multitude of 

heavenly host. In one accord, they praise and worship 

the Living God on His Throne. The servants of God 

and those that fear him, both great and small should 

join with the angels in praising God with the audible 

volume of their voices.   

 

One other thing to note is that they did not praise God 

with musical instruments, and they did not dance 

before the Throne. I want to point out here that there is 

nothing wrong with the creative ways mankind praises 

God. Creativity is one of the attributes of our Creator 

and we are created in His image. If our creative minds 

can device musical instruments of praise like David, 

the Heavenly Father is still working through us to 

excel in praising Him. Different groups of people 

praise God in their own unique ways. The musical 

instruments of the faithful praise worshipers may not 

be able to communicate their thoughts to mankind, but 

they make beautiful melody that announces the praise 

of God to others. It provides a spontaneous invitation 

to other people to join in praising the Lord. When 

people are drumming and singing, it is always for an 
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important occasion. And there are unanswered 

questions that always go along with this activity – 

“What are they doing?” “Why are they celebrating?” If 

you are patient enough and very observant, you will 

not need anybody to answer this question before you 

discover that the blessed people of God are praising 

Him. 

 

“. . . in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 

may be well be established.” (Matthew 18:16) The 

spiritual eyewitness accounts of the two servants of 

God in their glimpse of glory of God are noteworthy in 

that none of us have seen the Throne of God before.  

The experience of the two servants of God is enough to 

equip man with the knowledge of how the hosts of 

heaven praise God.  In ‘Our Lord’s prayer of Jesus 

Christ, we were taught to desire in prayer that the will 

of God may be done on earth as it is in Heaven. The 

revelation of the ways of Heaven in praising and 

worshipping God is also a challenge to believers who 

desire to worship and praise God with totality of hearts 

as it is in Heaven. If we desire to do the will of God on 

earth we should demonstrate it in praises and worship 

of the Heavenly King. 
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CHAPTER  

Earthly is Duty Bound 

To Praise God 

 
 

There are times in life when we consider the life we 

are living or position that God has placed us or the 

blessings He had bestowed upon us and we just smile 

delightfully.  God deserves to be praised for any of 

life’s pleasant situations that bring such delightful 

smiles. When our mind flashed to cool large sum of 

money in our bank account that is begging to be spent, 

we may just smile confidently and say to ourselves, “I 

have something reasonable that I can always fall back 

upon if need be.” When we put on a beautiful dress 

and the costly jewels we may smile when we look at 

ourselves in the mirror and confidently say to 

ourselves, “I am not out of vogue after all.” When we 

have sufficiency in terms of food and raiment, 

dwelling in abundance of comfort and peace and not in 

trouble with the authority, at least we can say thanks to 

God Almighty. When we relish God’s abundant 

blessing in our lives, a new song pours from our lips. It 

is not everybody that understands this. Some hardly 

consider the Supreme Being that is behind all their 

opulence talk less of praising Him.  

4 
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It is not money or wealth alone that put a new song on 

our lips. There are other hidden blessings of God that 

money cannot buy that daily manifest in our life. One 

would think that Mike was crazy when he emerged 

from the bathroom and began to wring his hand, 

looked up and say, “Lord, I thank you!” 

“What’s happening?” I asked. He continued with his 

rhetoric statement, “Lord, I thank you!”  

“Did you see vision in the bathroom?” I asked 

jokingly. Mike would not answer my questions 

because he was carried away in the imaginative realm 

of praises. His countenance did not portray insanity.  

 

“Lord, I thank you!”  

“Wouldn’t you share your reason so that we can praise 

God with you?” I pressed further. At long last, he said, 

I am thanking God because I made number one and 

two in the bathroom – meaning that he was able to 

urinate and defecate. I just bust into a prolonged 

laughter and tears were rolling from of my eyes.  

“I know it is funny to you because you don’t 

understand.” He said.  

“You made number one and two in the bathroom. So 

… Is that a big deal?” I asked. 

 

“Yes, it is a big deal. Every time I go to the bathroom 

and was able to use bathroom, it is evidence that the 

divine laboratory in me – called alimentary canal – is 

functioning for the glory of God. In this laboratory, 

there is a milling compartment grinding the food that I 
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eat, there is a mixer and various acidic chemical called 

enzymes are added to the food and yet the chemical 

never hurt me. Instead it enhanced the breaking down 

of the food elements in order to nourish the cells of my 

body. The remaining useless waste part of the food 

traveled through about 24 feet long intestine before it 

is finally ejected out of my body. Still laughing aloud 

as water rolled down my cheeks, I said, “What is the 

relevance of laboratory in this discussion, Mike?  After 

all, this is not a science class.”     

 

“In 1977 I was diagnosed with a chronic stomach 

ulcer,” Mike began his story. The doctors then were 

contemplating a surgical operation to remove the 

ulcerated part of my stomach. I was on medication for 

more than eleven years. Notwithstanding, every night 

then to me was always a nightmare because of the 

incessant stomach pain. At this time, I knew how 

dragging the night time was and I knew how long 

every hour of the night was. The night sleep was a 

luxury because pain never allowed me a peaceful 

sleep. Even the daytime was not much different. My 

stomach was big as if I was pregnant because of 

indigestion. Apart from the fact that I was limited to 

some selected food as doctor recommended, I cannot 

eat as much as I wanted. I was getting thinner and 

paler every time as a result of this sickness. If I go to 

the bathroom then, instead of the glorious and precious 

number two that I can easily make now I was passing 

out clotted blood as a result of internal bleeding. In fact 
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I thought I was very close to my grave in those days. I 

prayed several times that, “Lord, I wish I can have a 

child before I die.” However, I got married and was 

blessed with children, but the sickness still persisted. 

But sometime in 1989 I was miraculously healed of the 

sickness. Since then I was never placed on medication 

and I now eat any type of food I want and as much as I 

can consume. That is why I have reason to glorify God 

any time I successfully used the bathroom” 

 

The story of Mike revealed my insensitivity to the 

situation around me. I was taking for granted in the 

past those great and marvelous things God has been 

doing in my life. Mike was not the only one that had 

healing breakthrough. He was not the only individual 

that God had miraculously blessed. But how many 

people like Mike are as appreciative with praises unto 

God Almighty? When we wake up in the morning 

healthy and sound, our minds are occupied with the 

day-to-day rat-race of mankind. We never give any 

attention to our body when we are healthy. And we do 

not always see any reason to praise God for our good 

health until we either fall sick or when we see another 

person like us seriously sick in the hospital. In more 

severe cases of ulcerated patients, people with this 

sickness will have to vomit the food they have 

previously eaten before they can consume another. 

Food never digests in their system anymore.  
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The people that have to undergo the processes of 

dialysis two or three times a week in the hospital in 

order to extract waste urea acid (urine) from their 

bodies will appreciate the work of kidneys if ever they 

get a replacement. The people that are living on 

pacemaker or battery operated artificial hearts will 

appreciate the breath of life that God gave to man from 

the beginning. Pay a visit to psychiatric unit and 

behold numerous people like you that are living in 

persistent mental derangement; then you will 

appreciate the sound mind that God has given us. Have 

you seen a blind man with stick in hand groping in a 

perpetual darkness in the broad day light? Then you 

will see reason to appreciate a good sight that the Lord 

had endowed you with. Have you come across a mute 

who could not utter a single word or a stammerer 

struggling vigorously to verbally express himself? You 

will now see the need of using your mouth righteously 

in return for the gift of speech the Lord had generously 

given you.  

 

At the end of each days activities we always come 

back home expressing how tired we are. Although 

there is no doubt that we are tired, every time we step 

into the nest that God provided for us that we call our 

home, it is a time to praise God. Every step we had 

taken during the day was an assignment unto the 

angels of the Lord to keep us safe through out the 

entire day. “For He shall give His angels charge over 

you, to keep you in all your ways. In their hands they 
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shall bear you up, lest you dash your food against a 

stone.” (Psalm 91:11-12) If only we could understand 

the battle the Lord is fighting on our behalf in the 

spiritual realm no one will need to persuade us to 

praise God. No evangelism will be needed before 

everybody accepted Jesus Christ as the Lord and 

Savior. 

 

Whenever you step out into the cold region of the 

world, certainly you will be looking forward to the 

moment you will enter a warm environment. And yet, 

certain people have no place to go in the frigid 

weather. Not all the homeless are insane. Situations 

beyond their control subjected them to wrap 

themselves in the discarded cartons picked from the 

garbage on the street corner. They do not have a home 

of their own. One homeless man recounted the 

unfriendly experience in the shelter facility recently. 

He said they have to stand in the cold in a long queue 

every morning because the bathrooms in the shelters 

are not enough. As a result many are frustrated and 

abandon bathing for many days. The stinking odor 

oozing out of their bodies gave some of them 

psychological feelings that they do not fit-in in the 

society anymore. Those who could bathe face the 

danger of loosing their personal effects—the rags they 

usually wheel around the street in the abandoned 

shopping cart— to other homeless while bathing. The 

running subway in the night becomes their bedroom. 

And some subsist on food or any other thing they can 
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find in the garbage. Many of us do not realize that 

common bathing at any time we want in our home is a 

luxurious blessing in disguise. This scenario will 

remind you that you have reason to praise God when 

you are living in your cozy nest that is comfortably 

warm in winter and air-conditioned-cool in summer.  

 

Although everyday we always behold catalogue of 

reasons why we should glorify God Almighty and 

sincerely praise Him, we always preoccupy ourselves 

with the unworthy burdens and cares of this world. The 

word of God reminds mankind of the need to praise 

God. This is not necessarily a command. It is yielding 

one’s spirit to properly understanding our environment 

through the revelation of God’s word. It is a way of 

telling God that we appreciate His kindness over us. 

Psalm 69:34 says, “Let the heaven and earth praise 

him, the seas and everything that moveth therein.” The 

earth and the inhabitants thereof are to praise God. 

Nature praises God in its own way.  Animals also play 

their own part in praising God. 

 

The Psalmist says, “Thou crownest the year with thy 

goodness; and thy paths drops fatness. They drop upon 

the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills 

rejoice on every side. The pastures are clothes with 

flocks; the valleys are also covered with corn; they 

shout for joy, they also sing.” Psalm 56:11-13 Nature 

is not left out in praising the Living God. The 

immaculate white and beautiful snowflakes reveal the 
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righteousness and glorious holy image of Living God. 

The bright sunlight in which every living and non-

living creatures of the earth thrives and grow is a 

pointer to the awesome glory of God. We are told that 

this sun is one of the million twinkling stars we always 

behold in the sky afar off in the night. Only God 

knows the numbers of stars in the galaxy. Scientists 

revealed that there are nine planets rotating around the 

only sun we know. If this is the case, imagine the 

numbers of planets that are yet to be discovered that 

are rotating around each of those numerous stars in the 

galaxy! The beautiful firmament with the blue sky and 

the fast moving clouds, all perpetually suspended in 

the expanse of the universe like a canopy hiding the 

planets, reveals the strength and divine ability of God.  

 

The severe cold of winter makes man long for spring, 

and the hot-humidity of summer makes man long for 

the autumn. The mysterious and wonderful works of 

nature in all the four seasons bring forth cycles of 

praises even when we pretend to deny its existence. 

Nature paints the universe with awesome colors of 

praises. In the cold region of the earth, the yellowish 

brown leaves on trees always falls in the fall season to 

provide re-cycled plant manure for the earth. In the 

long cold winter period, the plants cannot perform 

photosynthesis since there are no green leaves on the 

branches. The leave-less branches and the stems 

depend on the divine sustenance of Almighty God 

during winter. The frigid-cold winter period reminds 
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humanity about the humid-hot summer period to praise 

God for the mystery of seasonal change in weather. 

The attractive petals of beautiful flowers on the plants 

that provided jobs for bees reminds man that spring 

season had received the baton from the winter season. 

The lush of green leaves everywhere on the plants and 

the cool shade they provide in the humid summer 

season obviously reveals the amazing transformational 

power of Almighty God. The freshness of the oxygen-

rich breath of life that manifest as wind and its 

everlasting supply that sustain every living things on 

the surface of the earth leaves no doubt that the deed of 

the Heavenly Father is indeed mysterious.  There is no 

color that clouds of heaven fail to reveal as they 

decorate the sky in honor and glory to the Living God. 

We are all witnesses to the beauty of its appearance.  

 

When the cool breeze blows on the tree its leaves make 

a happy rustling sound – an indication that they are 

living at the instance of Almighty God. The tidal wave 

of the sea rolls up the water like piece of paper and hits 

the seashore with such a powerful explosion and 

instantly disappears from the shore and roll back for 

another explosive adoration of where God had made its 

permanent habitation.  

 

At harvest time, take hold of a ripe and succulent fruit 

in your hand. Take a good look at the fruit in your 

hand. Think critically about how God prepared the 

healthy, vitamin rich and nourishing fruit on the tree so 
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that it does not requires cooking or seasoning before 

the intended consumers will eat it. Think about the 

mystery of God – the root, plant, the branches, the 

leaves, the flowers and the fruit that were all locked in 

every seed of the plant that falls on a good ground and 

begins to germinate. Think about how God provided 

sunlight and dew of heaven and timely rain to water 

the plant everyday. Consider the wisdom of God that 

ensures its constant growth through out the four 

seasons of the year. Envision the beauty of the flower 

when it first sprouts out of the branches. Think about 

the visitation of the divine agents of pollination – the 

butterfly and the bees – that came upon the flowers in 

order to feed on its nectar. In the process of their 

visitation, these insects unwittingly carried pollen 

grains with their tiny hairy legs from one flower to the 

other in order that the encapsulated seed in the flower 

may begin to develop. Imagine the intricacies of the 

divine processes the Almighty God used to prepare 

each ripe fruit on a plant with the ultimate purpose to 

meet the needs of mankind. Consider how God 

preserved the succulent part of the fruit with a rind to 

prevent contamination until it is consumed. Think 

about the wisdom of God in embedding the fruit with 

seeds for the continuous cycle of sustenance of 

mankind. It is very easy to bear in mind the hygienic 

procedures of washing fruit before we dip our incisors 

into it for a bite. Do we always think about the loving 

kindness of God that made every fruit available on the 

plant? The same Merciful and Caring Father provided 
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the yam tuber and potato for man in our farmland. The 

Creator provided man with wisdom to harvest the 

agriculture crops at varied period according to the 

desire of man. Man may decide to harvest legumes and 

other vegetables when they are tender or harvest their 

seeds for food when dry. We can now see why we say 

unto our Creator, “Thank you Lord for the provision 

our food.”   

 

The birds in the meadow crisscross the trees singing as 

they float in the air. The cooing of the dove, the chirp 

and thrilling sound of crickets, the hysterical laughter 

of hyenas in the thick mangrove forest and the high 

notes of some birds are not necessary before these 

animals can live in the abundance of nature. The 

combination of their praises brings forth the 

tremendous music of nature with its own unique 

melody and rhythm that reflects the glory of God. If 

you have ever lived or visited the rural areas you will 

get a clear picture of these scenarios. When the goat, 

the most stubborn of all domestic animals, wakes up in 

the morning, it scratches the ground with its foreleg, 

looks up skyward and opens its teeth. This animal is 

not laughing at the blue sky. I believe it is praising 

God for another day in its own way.  The whale leaps 

from the depth of the sea into the open air for a flip and 

then hits the sea with its over two tons weight with an 

enormous splash of water that generates a thunderous 

noise. It is as if this big fish is saying that though it 

cannot sing like man, it still possesses unique 
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expression of adoration for its Creator. Of course this 

fish is not doing this to show its might among other 

fishes in the ocean. In fact it does not have to do this in 

order to live in the abundance of the sea. I believe this 

is how this big fish expresses its praise to its Creator. If 

you have seen this scene before you will agree with me 

that it is one of the many beauties of nature. Even if we 

do not know how to praise, nature has revealed enough 

to teach mankind the act of praises. Let an appreciative 

minded person consider this and be wise!  
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CHAPTER  

Why Some People 

Don’t  Praise God 
 

Every man on the surface of the earth has the instinct 

of praising or worshiping something.  Daily, we bow 

down to something whether we realize it or not.  We 

praise and worship an object according to our 

knowledge and understanding of the object and 

according to the position the object occupies in our 

hearts. At the apex of your heart, there is a spiritual 

chair. Whoever occupies this chair is considered 

worthy to be praised and worshipped. If a man or 

woman occupies this chair, the person will become the 

focal object of your life. You will be thinking that your 

life is dependent on this important person. You will 

think that problems that you encounter in the pathway 

of your life can only be solved by this person. If the 

spirit of love of money occupies the seat, you see 

yourself worshipping god of mammon. You may 

possess enough strength and ability to do two or three 

jobs in the name of money without setting aside few 

quality minutes with God. If it is wealth, the only thing 

that will matter and worth given special consideration 

to by the individual will be wealth. Some people love 

their jobs so much that they hardly think of their 

family, because the job sits on the precious chair in 

5 
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their heart. To these people, more jobs mean more 

money.  

 

Do you know that any object of reverence, apart from 

the Creator, that you think about every time, in your 

heart is your idol god?  Some live a deluded life. They 

say, they are not idol worshippers, but they never 

worship God. Man is not created to sit on the fence. 

There is no middle ground between the Living God 

and idol of man’s choice. If a man refuses to worship 

the Living God, nor bow to any object, apart from the 

Living God, he is technically an idol worshipper. The 

reason is simple. You cannot do the will of God 

outside the forum of His precepts and knowledge. 

Lastly, do you know that idolatry is one of the 

detestable sins that God abhors? Everything that man 

worships apart from God Almighty is either created by 

God or fashioned by man. Some worship heavenly 

bodies like sun, moon or star. Some on the other hand, 

worship inanimate objects or wooden image created 

with their own hands. How foolish and ungrateful is 

man, when he relegated the Creator, the Almighty God 

to the forgotten background, in order to worship what 

his hands created. 

 

We may be wondering about the factors responsible 

for this act of ingratitude. The first reason that readily 

comes to mind is ignorance because this is the spiritual 

disease of many. The Athenians philosophers, the 

Epicureans and the Stoics were a good example of this. 
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They did not persecute Paul.  In fact they wanted to 

know about the new doctrine that Paul was speaking 

of.  At the peak of the wisdom of ungodly, his wisdom 

becomes foolishness. 

 
Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye 
men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too 
superstitious. For as I passed by, and beheld your 
devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE 
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
him declare I unto you. God that made the world and all 
things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and 
earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither 
is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed 
any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all 
things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined 
the times before appointed, and the bounds of their 
habitation; That they should seek the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far 
from every one of us: For in him we live, and move, and 
have our being; as certain also of your own poets have 
said, For we are also his offspring. Forasmuch then as 
we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the 
Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by 
art and man's device. And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at; but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent: (Acts 17:22-30)  

 
The great “wise” philosophers of Athens were 

worshiping an Unknown God. Even after Paul had 

declared the Living God to them, their so-called 

wisdom blinded their eyes of understanding with the 

exception of few who believed. That generation of the 

ignorant philosophers continues till today. But can 
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ignorance be an excuse on the Day of Judgment? 

Martin Luther King, Jr. a United States clergyman 

and Civil Right Leader said, “Nothing in the world is 

more dangerous than sincere ignorance and 

conscientious stupidity.” {Strength to Love, pt. 4, ch. 3 

(1963)} Also Robert Browning (1812-89) an English 

poet said, “Ignorance is not innocence but sin.” {The 

Inn Album, cto. 5.} A willful ignorance about the 

existence of God and the mighty things He is doing to 

express His loving kindness in man’s life is 

tantamount to sinful ingratitude.  

 

There are some that see all their achievements on earth 

as their own handiwork.  They do not see God at work 

at all in their achievements.  They describe themselves 

as self-made men.  They have determination. They are 

highly disciplined and hardworking. They think these 

were the strategies they employed to achieve their 

goals. They look at themselves as objects of praise. 

They try to indoctrinate other people with their ideas. 

There is nothing wrong against being a determined, 

disciplined and hardworking individual. In fact, these 

attributes are required in our Christian life. But 

unfortunately these categories of people did not realize 

that all their achievements are the sum total result of 

God’s mercy, His endowment of good health, 

protection and divine blessing. Think of this, “How 

many people have finished their college degree but 

could not receive their certificate at graduation 

ceremony? How many have built a gigantic building 
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but could not sleep a night in the house before they 

went to their grave?  But we should learn from the 

wisdom of Paul in his epistles to the Corinthians 

brethren: “I (Paul) have planted, Apollos watered; but 

God gave increase. So neither is he that planteth 

anything, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth 

the increase.  (Corinthians 3:6-7)  In Job 32:8, the 

bible says, “But there is a spirit in man: and the 

inspiration of the Almighty giveth them 

understanding.” Those who attribute their 

achievements to their hard work and determination, 

who do not see the hands of God manifesting in their 

achievement will see no reason to glorify God for 

every good thing that has happened in their lives. 

 

There are some that have experienced an 

overwhelming sorrow in their lives and their pain has 

displaced their focus on the presence of God.  Perhaps 

they lost their loved ones in a mishap at the apex of 

their lives.  Perhaps they lost everything they worked 

all their lives for.  Perhaps they could not achieve a 

certain goal they set their hearts upon. Or on the other 

hand, maybe they are grounded with an incurable 

disease and death is persistently threatening them or 

their loved ones. These people blame God for every 

problem they have. They always wonder why God 

should allow such tragic situations in their lives. They 

even doubt God and say, “Maybe God did not answer 

their prayers.” Some never seek God to know His will 

concerning their situations. They have become 
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disoriented in their hearts. Satan even capitalizes on 

their situations and perhaps suggests to them: “If God 

really loves you, how can He allow this to happen to 

you?” They stray farther and deeper away from the 

Lord. Unlike David, they never left the valley of their 

lives because they saw no reason to encourage 

themselves in the Lord. They cannot give thought to 

praising God because their unpleasant situations have 

clouded their sense of appreciation.  

 

Most tragic of all, they have forgotten that God is the 

author of their lives. They failed to remember that God 

lives with them in their situation. They never sought 

the wisdom of God, and therefore could not attain His 

answer to their problems. God who loves a righteous 

person may decide to take him away before he 

becomes polluted in worldliness. Who can query the 

decision of the Creator? Sickness at times may come 

upon someone that is righteous as a result of 

generational curse or foundational problems that the 

righteous person was not aware of in his root. Should 

God be blamed for the spiritual ignorance of a 

righteous person who did not seek the face of God to 

break all generational curses and destroy all 

foundational problems in his root? Life and death are 

instruments of praise unto God Almighty. The two 

phenomena happened to be part of fundamental 

processes of life. Whatever we considered dead in the 

physical realm is still alive and will continue to exist in 

the perception of the Living God. It is the way we live 
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our lives and our relationship with Him on earth that 

matters. This is not to portray God as a selfish deity. 

Rather, it is to explain that unlike man, God has no 

limitations. Paul said in Philippians 1:21, “For to me 

to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” A fortune may be 

lost because it may be the only way God can intervene 

to save the souls of a family that the enemy has slated 

for destruction.   

 

At times pains may be the precursor for the divine 

intervention of God in the affairs of mankind, before 

His hands of deliverance appear. Does that follow that 

God wants His people to be in pain? Absolutely not! 

Take for instance the experience of the Israelites in the 

land of Goshen. Sweet moments of opulence in the 

presence of the new Pharaoh did not remind them that 

they have a divine appointment with God in Canaan. 

Had anyone asked them to leave Egypt, they would 

have protested that they did not have another country 

to call their own. It is like asking the Jewish in United 

States of America or the Black American to go back to 

Israel and Africa respectively. They will vehemently 

protest the decision. But when the new Pharaoh came 

to power, he dealt cruelly and ruthlessly with the 

people of God. God was aware of the type of ruler the 

new Pharaoh would be, because He created him and 

knew of his ascension to the throne. While they were 

in agony in Egypt, God was working miracles in their 

lives. He was perfecting His glory that would later 

unfold in their lives. He was using the Egyptian task 
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masters to teach Israel how to build the economy of a 

free nation. He was preparing them physically for the 

task ahead and at the same time teaching them how be 

independent. He perfected their unity in strife while 

setting up their enemies for destruction at the 

appointed time. When the ordeal of the Israelites 

became unbearable, in their agony they remembered 

Almighty God, the God of their Fathers. They cried 

unto Him for deliverance. At that crucial time, they 

were ready for a pleasant change from Heavenly 

Father that will alleviate their agony and that will usher 

peace into their lives. Heaven heard their cry and the 

ready hands of God came to their rescue. I always pray 

that those who have not known God will not be forced 

by situational problem before they know Him as their 

Lord. But if this is the only way they can receive their 

salvation, may God have His way. 

 

Considering the two scenarios of the people in the 

agony of pain, can they perceive that God was 

perfecting the miracles of his blessing in their anguish?  

This is why unflinching trust we have that the 

Heavenly Father rules in every situation should 

encourage us to praise Him in our agony. “The Lord 

hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his 

kingdom ruleth over all.” (Psalm 103:19)  

 

People with reprobate hearts do not doubt the existence 

of God. They are not ignorant of the greatness of His 

power. They simply refuse to acknowledge His 
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greatness and holiness. Even witnessing His many 

miraculous acts did not soften their stony hearts. The 

inhabitants of the cities of Korazin and Capernaum are 

typical example.  

 
Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most 

of his miracles had been performed, because they did not 

repent. “Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If 

the miracles that were performed in you had been 

performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 

long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be 

more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment 

than for you. And you Capernaum, will you be lifted up to 

the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.  If the 

miracles that were performed in you had been performed 

in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. 24. But I 

tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day 

of judgment than for you.”  Matthew 11:20-24 

 

They saw God as not doing enough. Instead of looking 

at God as their King, they look at Him as their servant 

who must bend to their selfish and evil desire. They 

treated the law of God with disdain. Their language is: 

“God ought to have known.” Instead of appreciation, 

they promoted agitation, contention and confrontation 

with their Creator. “Woe to him who strives with his 

Maker!” They do all within their power to discourage 

the children of God. They call the true worshippers of 

God the fanatics and bible carriers. They label God’s 

people as an unfortunate set of people who only come 

to God because of their problems.  They are quick to 
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criticize others, judging other people (especially 

Christians) in their misfortunes. They would say 

sarcastically, “Ha-ha! And he calls himself a 

Christian!” They are never able to maintain a lasting 

relationship with God because their patience burns out 

quickly. They easily get angry when the going gets 

tough. They murmur, they complain and vent their 

anger against their Creator. Just like some impatient 

Israelites who could no longer wait for Moses to come 

down from Mount Sinai.  They compelled Aaron to 

make a golden calf image for them as an object of 

worship. They turned the priest of God Almighty to the 

priest of an idol god of golden calf and worshipped the 

creation of their hands to their own destruction. The 

land that flows with milk and honey was considered as 

nothing to them; they preferred to go back to ‘Egypt,’ 

the land of their afflictions.  

 

Some people do not exercise their mind spiritually. 

Therefore, while they can see the world very well, they 

do not endeavor to imagine the glorious beauty of 

heavens.  People think that we see only with our eyes.  

This is not so.  The illumination upon the word of God 

that manifests in our meditation helps us to see heaven 

with the eyes our minds.  If your mind is enriched with 

glorious beauty of Heaven, you will always find reason 

to praise God.  

 

Abiding in the Lord as the branches abide with the 

vine as our Lord Jesus Christ admonished us in book 
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of John 14:4-7 may sounds archaic to some because 

they do not value fruitfulness as the Lord had promised 

them. One perfect way of describing these people is 

with famous proverb that says, “If you do not know 

how to think, you can neither know how to thank.” 

Since they do not have a basis of appreciating their 

Creator, they became spiritually bankrupt and dwell 

perpetually in the spiritual bondage of their ignorance.  
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CHAPTER  

Praise as the Secret 

Of Deliverance 
 
 
By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we 
wept, when we remembered Zion. We hanged our harps 
upon the willows in the midst thereof. For there they that 
carried us away captive required of us a song; and they 
that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one 
of the songs of Zion.’ How shall we sing the Lord’s song 
in a strange land? If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee, 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer 
not Jerusalem above my chief joy. (Psalm 137:1-6) 

 

When the Israelites were in the captivity of the 

Babylon and their enemies demanded songs of praises, 

but they refused in sorrow to sing. They did not sing 

praises unto the Lord at the request of their enemies 

because the enemies did not know their God and could 

appreciate the essence of praises to the Living God. 

Their enemies demanded songs of Zion as reproaches 

unto the name of God for they thought He could not 

deliver His own children from their hands. From this 

brief account, anyone that cannot freely praise God 

because of situational problems is certainly in 

bondage. Any situation that hinders the believer from 

praising the Living God had packaged the believer in 

6 
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bondage. The amount of time you spend in bondage is 

determined by your attitude towards your situation. 

The longer you abstain from praising the Living God, 

the longer you stray away from His presence. Some 

situational problems are designed to prune you, mold 

you and shape you in preparation for the next level of 

your calling. No one likes trials and we all know that 

tribulation may be stressful. Although some trials are 

painful, they are, just like academic examinations, 

which are not meant to kill us but rather to assess 

academic ability and evaluate our readiness for 

promotion. Unfortunately, when one is going through 

trials, at this stage one may think that God had 

forgotten him. How is it that God, who desires your 

promotion and sets it in motion, can forget you at the 

crucial moment of your life? “Can a woman forget her 

sucking child, that she would not have compassion on 

the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I 

not forget thee.” (Isaiah 49:15) Even if, for the 

purpose of chastisement He led you to the season of 

pruning that we describe as a trial, certainly, He has 

not forgotten you. But you must understand today that 

God will not place you in the strategic position as His 

representative on earth without testing the strength of 

your spiritual endurance. The reason is not far-fetched. 

The anointing of God is valuable. The rough edges of 

your life need some smoothening because He does not 

want undisciplined cravings to destroy your anointing. 
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“When the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were 
like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among 
the heathen, ‘The Lord hath done great things for them.” The 
Lord hath done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” 
(Psalm 127:1-3)  

 

Amongst the Israelites in the captivity the hope of 

being free had been lost. They thought that their 

generations would perish in the captivity. Some of 

them, resigned to fate, adopted the culture of their 

slave-master in Babylon. But the Miracle working God 

did not forget His covenant with Abraham the 

forefather of Israelites. At the appointed time of God, 

He used an uncommon occurrence to glorify Himself. 

Who can think that the king of Babylon who initiated a 

preemptive war against Israelites resulting in their 

desolation will become the instrument in the hand of 

God to bring about their freedom? The word of God 

through Prophet Isaiah cleared the seemingly cloudy 

thought. The Heavenly King declared their freedom 

ahead of its manifestation and said, “Thus says the 

Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I 

have held, to subdue nations before him, and loose the 

armor of kings to open before him the double doors, so 

that the gates will not be shut. I will go before you and 

make the crooked places straight; I will break in pieces 

the gates of bronze and cut the bars of iron. I will give 

you the treasures of darkness and hidden riches of 

secret places, that you may know that I, the Lord, Who 

call you by your name Am the God of Israel…” (Isaiah 

45:1-3)  
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King Cyrus woke up one day and made proclamation 

and said, “All the kingdoms of the earth the Lord God 

of heaven has given me. And He has commanded me to 

build a house at Jerusalem with is in Judah. Who is 

among you of all His people? May his God be with 

him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, 

and build the house of the Lord God of Israel (He is 

God), which is in Jerusalem. And whoever is left in any 

place where he dwells, let the men of his place help 

him with silver and gold, with goods and livestock, 

besides the freewill offerings for the house of God 

which is in Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:2-4) When the tide of 

events changed, the mouths that could not once upon a 

time praise the Lord were filled with laughter. The 

tongues of the situational broken hearted people were 

filled with a new song. Their intoxicating joy could not 

be hidden. The ungodly people around them 

recognized the great deed of the Lord among His 

people and they commented, “The Lord had done a 

great thing for them.” 

 

The faithless in a situational problem locked 

themselves up in bondage of sorrow because they 

could not behold the reason God Almighty should be 

praised in their afflictions. In ignorance they were 

celebrating their pity-party not realizing that the 

presence of the Living God was very close to them in 

their situation and His stretched hand of deliverance 

was near. But trial and tribulation in the life children of 

God provides an opportunity for testimony that will 



Praise as the Secret of Deliverance 

 

 -  85  - 

bring forth glory to God. Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego met their persecution with uncommon faith 

and boldness. The three Hebrew children stood up on 

the inside firm in their spirit and challenged King 

Nebuchadnezzar saying, “Our God whom we serve is 

able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 

He will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, 

let it be known to you, O king that we do not serve your 

gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you 

have set up.” (Daniel 3:17-18) Literally, God honored 

His word as He had earlier revealed in Isaiah 43:2, 

“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with 

thee and through the rivers, they shall not overflow 

thee: when thou walkest through the fire thou shalt not 

be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” 

 

God glorified His holy name through Paul and Silas in 

a similar situation. Paul and Silas in their missionary 

journey were caught in the net of persecution. They 

were imprisoned and awaiting the death sentence of 

stoning for preaching the gospel. Paul and Silas did not 

stay down in sorrow. They got up on the inside and 

turned their sorrow into song. They beheld the beauty 

of the Lord in their afflictions. When the righteous lifts 

up a voice of praise to the Living God in their 

affliction, in the spiritual realm it is interpreted as a 

battle cry unto God. Under normal circumstances, 

sorrow goes along with affliction, but when children of 

God begin to sing praises onto the Lord and rejoice in 

their afflictions, they are challenging God in faith that 
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He is able to deliver them. Their uncommon faith 

activated God’s swift intervention and He sent His 

mighty hands of deliverance to their rescue. God 

attended the praises of Paul and Silas and their prayers 

were answered with an earthquake. The earthquake did 

not make the jail house crumble upon them, but it 

broke the prison iron door and all the fetters in the 

hands and ankles of Paul and Silas were loose. 

Amazingly they did not run away after the miracle of 

deliverance. Why should they fear when the Creator of 

Heaven and earth was on their side? They were not in a 

hurry to escape because they had not finished their 

divine assignments. The reason the mighty hands of 

God led them to the prison had not been fulfilled. 

When the keeper of the prison awoke and discovered 

that the prison doors were opened, he wanted to kill 

himself but Paul cried, “Do thyself no harm for we are 

all here.” The keeper of the prison was astounded and 

he just fell down before Paul and Silas, and asked, 

“Sir, what must I do to be saved?” And Paul and Silas 

now completed the glorious assignment that brought 

them to prison by pointing him to Jesus Christ the 

Savior after he preached the gospel to him. “They 

spake unto him the word of the Lord and to all that 

were in his house.” (Act 16:32) 

 
And lest I should be exalted above measure by the 
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was 
given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I be 
exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I pleaded 
with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 



Praise as the Secret of Deliverance 

 

 -  87  - 

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My 
strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most 
gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in 
distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong. (II Corinthians 12:7-10)  
 

Unpleasant experiences do not just happen to the 

servant of God without a purpose. The experience of 

affliction of Paul is an eye opener for God’s servants 

who always question the Lord asking, “Why me?” 

Think of this.  Paul, a man whom God used to expand 

and enrich the New Testament revelation, experience a 

thorn in the flesh that made him to seek the face of 

God three times. The response he received from God 

was blunt. It is like God was telling him, ‘Paul I am 

aware of what you are going through but, “My grace is 

sufficient for thee . . .” Think of this.  Paul did not 

react negatively like the way we always react 

spontaneously to unpleasant experiences. He did not 

challenge God and say, “How can you ignore me in my 

predicament?” Instead he accepted the verdict of God 

about his situation. He understood it from God’s point 

of view. He made good use of the ugly experience. 

Imagine him saying, most gladly he will boast in his 

infirmities, and take pleasure in reproaches, in needs, 

in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake. These 

are the ugly experiences we dread so much that we do 

not want to face today. But Paul was ready to endure it 

because he knew that the grace of God will see him 

through his physical weakness to experience the 
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spiritual strength of Almighty God. If in our afflictions 

and pains, we realize the sufficiency of God’s grace in 

our lives, we have an important reason to hang on.  If 

you can behold the presence and awareness of God in 

your afflictions you should sing a brand new song of 

praise.  You have an important reason to praise God 

regardless of your pain. The victory from the 

ministration of His presence will manifest peace in 

your life in a new dimension. 



 

- 89 - 

 

 

CHAPTER  

Invitation that God 

Never Rejects 
 

 
And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of 
the holy place: (for all the priest that were present were 
sanctified, and did not then wait by course; Alto the 
Levites which were the singers all of them of Asaph, of 
Heman, of Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren 
being arrayed in white linen, having cymbals and 
psalteries and harps, stood at the east end of the altar, 
and with them an hundred and twenty priests sounding 
with trumpet:) It came even to pass, as the trumpeters 
and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard 
in praising and thanking the Lord; and when they lifted up 
their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and 
instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying, For 
he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the 
house was filled with cloud, even the house of the Lord; 
So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason 
of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord had filled the house 
of God. (II Chronicle 5:11-14) 

 

Usually, something always motivates people before 

they decide to attend a certain gathering. Perhaps it 

may be the class of dignitaries that will be attending 

the gathering or the appealing nature of the meeting’s 

site. Or on the other hand, it may be the important 

purpose of the meeting. It seems impossible to 

perceive that man can send an invitation or request to 

7 
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the Heavenly King to attend an occasion on earth with 

or without previous notification. Who could be the 

worthy designer that is capable of manufacturing the 

invitation card? Which material in terms of celestial 

quality will be suitable to match the acceptance of His 

glorious Throne? Which mailing system would 

transport it to His Throne in Heaven?  

 

But there is a way out! Praise God! Everything is 

possible through the avenue of praise. Praise does not 

depend on electrical energy like fax machine but can 

locate and zoom to the heavenly destination at the 

Throne of Grace. Praise does not depend on the 

computer and the fastest internet technology, yet it 

does not miss the Heavenly address of our Heavenly 

Father. Praises defy the impossibilities and imperfect 

means of communication of the earthly and zoom 

swiftly through the heavenly protocols to reach the 

very heart of the Mighty King of Heaven.  When 

praises get to the presence of the Heavenly Father, 

guess what happens! It is too hot for Angels to touch. 

Our Heavenly Father processes the package of praise 

Himself. “I am the Lord, that is My name; And My 

glory I will not give to another, Nor My praise to 

carved images. (Isaiah 42:8)  

 

He will honor the fellowship of His children without 

formal invitation. Guess how I am so sure of this! It 

was at the dedication of the Temple of Solomon that 

this revelation was made known unto mankind. The 
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gathering of the people of God was awesome and it 

was to the holy name of God. The twenty four 

thousand Levite priests arrayed themselves with white 

linen. They were specifically consecrated for the grand 

occasion and were standing before the Temple of God. 

The music ministry was comprised of 24 assorted 

divisions of musicians with 288 spiritual song leaders. 

The 4000 appointed strong singers of the tribe of 

Levites approached the presence of God in the Temple 

with musical instruments, and the leading 120 priests 

were sounding their trumpets. The blessed children of 

God lifted their voices with the trumpets, cymbals and 

other musical instrument to praise the Lord. The 

occasion was right and timely and so was to the glory 

of God. The people of God had consecrated and 

prepared themselves to meet the Lord in His sanctuary. 

Their hearts were cleansed; their motives were 

honorable, preparation superb and all were ready for 

the appearance of the Heavenly King among His 

people. The beloved King Solomon lifted the banner of 

God high among the children of Israel. Such worship 

had never been experienced in Israel. He led the whole 

nation in a dedication prayer. The Temple was 

dedicated to the Holy name of God. When the musical 

instrument blended with the songs of praise, and 

grateful hearts of worship become one melodious song 

of praises unto the Living God, the Shekinah glory of 

Almighty God came down in form of cloud and the 

Temple of the Lord was filled with a cloud. The pillar 

of cloud manifested so much that the priests were not 
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able to minister because the glory of the Lord has filled 

the temple. The Lord answered the prayers and praises 

of His people by fire. “When Solomon had finished 

praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed 

the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of 

the Lord filled the temple. And the priests could not 

enter the house of the Lord, because the glory of the 

Lord had filled the Lord's house.” (II Chronicles 7:1-2) 

 

This of course was a mark of Heavenly approval of the 

Holy Temple of God. It is God’s way of telling His 

people that all their righteous and holy activities in 

building His temple were all accepted. Praise in 

righteousness differentiates people that serve God from 

the heathens. There is something important to note 

here: When the king or great leader of this world pays 

an official visit to a place, he always come in the 

company of his entourage. Likewise, when God comes 

to His people with His power and glory, He would not 

come alone. The Heavenly entourage will accompany 

the Mighty King. They will not come as spectators. As 

the Heavenly Father participates in the gathering of 

His children, the heavenly ministering angels will 

mount their posts and begin to minister as the Mighty 

King directs. They will minister with abundance of 

divine blessing of the Heavenly King to His people. 

When God attend the praises of His children, heavenly 

securities will mount the honor guard.  No enemy can 

contend or prevail against the praise-filled people of 

God. Of course, in this case, God will righteously take 
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sides. And, rightfully, He pitches His camp with His 

children that are praising Him. He will stage a spiritual 

battle against the enemies of His children. 

 

Do you know that if you are endowed with a divine 

ability to praise God you are a spiritual star? To 

become praise worship star does not require any 

qualification or being an important personality. You 

may be young or old; your education may not bring 

you to His limelight, but His anointing upon you will 

make a difference in your life. Your body is His 

sanctuary. All you need is a relationship with the 

Heavenly King and ensure that your heart is pure. If 

your life is conducive for the majesty of His holiness, 

and you truly have a strong reason to offer praises to 

God, the Merciful Father will attend your praises. You 

may not be known in your environment, like the 

prophets who are never famous in their community, 

but notwithstanding, the Creator of the whole universe 

knows you and recognizes your ability and appreciates 

the wonderful efforts you render. In His presence you 

are a rare gem, you are a star before Him because you 

possess a unique spiritual ability to lift His holy name 

up in praises. For your benefit, so that He can reach 

you with His loving kindness, He expanded the 

quorum of His fellowship with mankind in order to 

accommodate you and me. He says, “Where two or 

three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst 

of them.” (Matthew 18:20) He would not come to man 

as a passive listener, rather he will visit you as an 
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active participant, to share in your joy, to share in your 

pain and lift you up when you are in your low estate. 

He will echo your ‘yes’ to bring you a fulfilled life and 

strengthen your rejection ‘no,’ so that the evil schemes 

of the enemies will not manifest in your life. You do 

not need to congregate in thousands like the priests at 

the dedication of the Temple of Solomon with blasting 

of trumpets and other assorted musical instrument 

before His visitation can be guaranteed. The Heavenly 

Father will not delegate His angel to attend your praise 

on His behalf. The Majestic Glory of Heavenly King 

will come down to your little corner where you are 

rendering the praises to Him in order to relish the 

praises of His star. “But thou art holy, O thou that 

inhabitest the praises of Israel.” (Psalm 22:3) 

 

Perhaps you are wondering why the Heavenly Father 

can be so swift to honor the praises of His people like 

that. Although God appreciates the praise of the 

people, it is not that He is a praise-intoxicated Spirit 

Being. It is because of His faithfulness to His word that 

made Him honor the divine appointment with His 

people. From time to time when the environment is 

prepared in holiness for divine visitation, the intense 

effectual prayer of the saints are in progress, and 

praises in songs and acclamations in words from the 

depth of righteous minds are on, we always experience 

the divine charging of Holy Spirit’s presence in the 

gathering. “For thus says the High and Lofty One Who 

inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I dwell in the 
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high and holy place, with him who has a contrite and 

humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 

revive the heart of the contrite ones.” (Isaiah 57:15) If 

you possess a contrite heart and a humble spirit and 

you are filled with the heart of praises unto God, be on 

the lookout for the visitation of the Heavenly Father. 

He will surely come. This is His Shekinah glory! This 

is our own version of pillar of cloud in our days. It 

appeared to the Israelites so many times in the tent of 

meeting during their forty-year journey in the 

wilderness. The reason of His visitation is not far- 

fetched. It is to revive us, to encourage you and me that 

His presence is close by. Our Lord participates in our 

fellowship as a clear indication of His divine approval 

for our gathering.  
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CHAPTER  

Effects of Praising God 

In the Life of Man 
 

The enemy of Israelites, the Moabites and Ammonites 

and others conspired and ganged up against Israelites. 

Jehoshaphat the king of Judah proclaimed a fast and 

took the threats of the enemies to God in prayer. The 

Lord said to them,  

 
“. . . Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast 
army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.” (II 
Chronicles 20:15) Early in the morning they left for the 
Desert of Tekoa.  As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and 
said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! 
Have faith in the Lord your God and you will be upheld; 
have faith in his prophets and you will be successful. 
After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men 
to sing to the Lord and to praise him for the splendor of 
his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, 
saying: “Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures 
forever.” As they began to sing and praise, the Lord set 
ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and 
Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were 
defeated. (II Chronicles 20:20-22)  

 

We need to pay a careful attention to understand the 

logistics of Jehoshaphat’s battle.  A mighty army of 

enemies laid a siege round about his kingdom. The 

army of King Jehoshaphath was no match at all against 

8 



Power of Praise 

 

 -  98 - 

the vast army of the enemy. After the King had called 

upon the name of God in prayer, Jehoshaphath directed 

that praise-worship men to be the arrow head of the 

attack of the Israelites. Obviously the praise-

worshippers did not carry weapons. Instead they were 

with their musical instruments. Their minds were 

focused on the intricacies of the musical rendition. 

Joyfully they were singing praises to God saying; 

“Give thanks to the Lord for his love endures forever.” 

Comparing this attack with the modern day military 

attack; it does not take a genius to know that it does 

not make sense. But during this praise-worship session 

at the battle front that seemed to defy modern day 

military logic, the people of God discovered that praise 

was a devastating spiritual arsenal in the hand of the 

children of God.  

 

In the recent preemptive attack in a conventional war 

that we were conversant with in the Middle East, the 

long range missiles would set the ball rolling usually in 

the night, to knock off power supply and 

communication equipments of the enemy nation in 

order to paralyze communication between the 

command headquarters and the key military units. The 

jet bombards followed the attack up with sorties, 

bombing the army key positions and military 

equipments locations of the opposing forces to send 

pandemonium among the enemies and disorganize 

them. After the targeted bombing had taken place, the 

heavy artillery would move in to destroy every military 



Effects of Praising God in the Life of Man 

 

 -  99  - 

position on sight. After this mine sweepers will move 

in to clear the mines and the combatant soldiers will 

move in to dislodge the cities and capture the captives.  

 

The praise-filled children of God are the arrow head of 

the heavenly command. They are under direct 

command of the Heavenly Father leading their battle 

until they are victorious. This fact was revealed in the 

scripture when King David inquired of the Lord what 

to do when enemy surrounded the Israelites; God 

directed the king’s battle plan and told him, “Do not 

go straight up, but circle around behind them and 

attack them in front of the balsam trees. As soon as 

you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the 

balsam trees, move quickly, because that will mean 

the Lord has gone out in front of you to strike the 

Philistine army. (II Samuel 5:23-24) King Jehoshaphat 

took the same step when the enemy planned an attack 

against the Israelites. God assured Him and said, “You 

will not have to fight this battle. Take up your 

positions, stand firm and see the deliverance the Lord 

will give you, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them 

tomorrow, and the Lord will be with you.” (II 

Chronicles 20:17)  

 

The king appointed praise worshippers to take their 

position as instrument of praise to God Almighty. They 

launched their spiritual missile against the enemy by 

singing and praising God saying: “Give thanks to the 
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Lord, for his love endures forever.”  Praise is an 

invisible weapon. What the missiles, the jet bombards 

and heavy artillery are doing in conventional war 

today, the praises of God’s children can do better. The 

moment the praise worship to the Heavenly King 

begins, the heavenly host will be set in motion to 

launch spiritual attack against the enemies of the 

children of God. In this case, Jehoshaphat the king of 

Judah and the people of God stood still as the Lord set 

an ambush against their enemies. Incredibly, the 

enemies began to fight themselves.  The only 

participation of Judah was praising God and waiting in 

faith to behold the miracle of God. And so, through 

singing and praising God, the Israelites won a battle 

without raising a sword against the vast army of the 

Philistines. 

 

We always hear that a “prayerless” Christian is a 

powerless Christian; perhaps we do not understand 

why. When Satan wants to launch an attack against the 

children of God, his first target is always to take out 

ability of praying and reading the word of God from 

the believer. This is why we must stay connected with 

our Heavenly Father and we must not allow anything 

to severe or diminish our relationship with Him.  

Praise keeps you focusing on God until He finishes 

what He had started in your life. The reason is simple. 

A righteous praise-filled and prayerful believer put 

himself under divine focus of Almighty God. As long 

as he stays in the mood of praise, the focus of 
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Almighty will be locked upon him wherever he goes 

and God will be attentive to his cry. “The eyes of the 

Lord are upon the righteous and his ears are attentive 

to their cry … The righteous cry out, and the Lord 

hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles.” 

(Psalm 34:15-17) In order to maintain the divine link 

with the Heavenly Father, put on the garment of praise 

and constantly meditate upon the word of God.  You 

will become a menace against the kingdom of 

darkness. 

 
“Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered 
Jericho into your hands, along with its king and his 
fighting men. March around the city once with all the 
armed men.  Do this for six days. Have seven priests 
carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the 
seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the 
priests blowing the trumpets. When you hear them sound 
a long blast on the trumpets, have all the people give a 
loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the 
people will go up, every man straight in.” (Joshua 6:2-5)   
 

Earlier in the history of Israelites was the battle of 

Jericho. Jericho was a fortified city with a strong and 

high wall. Jericho was synonymous to an 

insurmountable mountain before the Israelites.  They 

could not climb up the wall to penetrate into the city 

and they could not break the city walls. Jericho was 

standing between them and their much desired victory. 

This was not the time of conventional weapons like 

bomb, missile and other heavy artillery that have the 

capability of piercing any concrete platform. But there 
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is always a way out with the Creator who possessed 

the blueprint of the creation. The captain of their battle, 

Lord Almighty, devised a way out. The way of God 

may sound unreasonable to the foolish. On this 

occasion, God required the praises of His people to 

win the battle. He directed his children to march 

around the city once for seven days with seven priests 

blowing trumpets of rams’ horns in the front of the ark. 

And He told them to do the same seven times on the 

seventh day, and to give a loud shout at the long blast 

of the trump, after the last march around the city. If 

any Army General gives this type of logistic as a battle 

plan, he will be considered unfit for the job. But there 

is something unique about this unique battle plan. The 

spiritual efficacy of praise is not quantifiable. There is 

no known yardstick of measurement with which praise 

can be measured. But the effectual miracle that 

followed the praise gave us an idea of how valuable 

and powerful our praises are before God Almighty. 

Praise is like a trigger that spurs the heavenly hosts 

into action. When the children of God were going to 

the battle front, instead of fear and anxiety of the 

unknown they put songs of praises before them.  

Impliedly this is portraying the fact that their 

confidence was not in the weapons of war but in God 

Almighty the captain of their battle. 

 

The battle of Jericho revealed more than victory of the 

Israelites against their enemy. The scripture stated that 

Jericho was a fortified city. The city was fortified with 
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strong and high wall that is not easily overcome. 

Perhaps it was also fortified with high class sharp 

shooters that have already arrayed themselves on top 

of the city wall ready to take out any unwanted 

intruder that might attempt to enter the city with their 

bow and arrows. Perhaps it was even more secure 

because of the strong city gate and the population of 

security guards at the gate. Perhaps it was because of 

their highly efficient military personnel in the city. To 

the people of Jericho safety was assured because they 

believed they were secured as long as they were within 

the city. They were confident in the physical defenses 

and preparations that were in effect throughout the 

city. The important lesson to the believers is that the 

enemies of the children of God always place their 

confidence on their earthly wisdom, skill and physical 

strength. Glory be to God because our confidence is in 

the Lord the Creator of Heaven and earth. This battle 

revealed that praises of the Israelites unto Almighty 

God through the blasting of the trumpets and the loud 

shouting of the people dismantled and shattered the 

confidence of their enemies and the fortified city 

tumbled down like a deck of cards.  

 

In the desperate moment, when hope is not visible, 

praise brings forth divine help of God at the nick of 

time to intervene in the affairs of mankind. Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego were sentenced to die in the 

furnace.  Against the charges that enemies levied 

against them, they bluntly responded, “. . . our God 
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whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning 

fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, 

O king.” (Daniel 3:17) The word ‘able’ in this passage 

connotes praise unto God for the trust they have in 

Him.  It was as facing an enemy in battle field with 

songs of praise unto God in their hearts. The ordeal of 

these three Hebrews became God’s at that very 

moment.  No wonder His presence manifested with 

them in the fiery furnace to deliver them. 

 

I am from Yoruba tribe in Nigeria, a community of 

people that understands the language of talking drum. 

‘Ilu gangan’ is the native name of the talking drum. 

The talking drum does not produce a melodious music 

like other musical instruments but it acts like spice in 

the soup. Its sound stands out clearly and 

communicates in a unique way to everyone that listens 

to it and understands the unique language of the drum. 

The drummer beats and manipulates the drum strings 

to communicate the thought of the drummer through 

its sound. Whatever sound the drum produces is a 

reflection of the thought of the drummer who 

specializes in arousing the emotions of the person he is 

praising. Usually, the skillful drummers drum to the 

admiration of the spectators purposely to communicate 

heroic tributes with their gangan drums, to praise and 

show off an individual and his ancestors in the 

presence of the spectators. With the talking drum, he 

enumerates the memorable great deeds of the person’s 

ancestors and the image-maker they represented in the 
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community. He does this to arouse the ego of the 

person so that his head will swell up in pride of the 

honorable tribute paid to his great ancestors and 

therefore, goes out of his way to lavishly shower the 

drummers with gifts he never intended to give them. If 

the cheap and perhaps deceitful praises of man could 

have an important and powerful influence on the 

decision of others, how much more will our genuine 

praise worship be before the Throne of God?   

 

During our Savior’s mission of mercy on earth, the 

miracle of feeding the multitude in the wilderness was 

launched out in thanksgiving. Jesus Christ first of all, 

gave thanks, to praise the Heavenly Father from whom 

all blessings flow.  After this, He commanded that the 

seven loaves of bread and few fishes be distributed to 

the people. (Mark 8:6-8) The simple process taught the 

multitude the act of praising God for everything. The 

miracle of Lazarus’ resurrection was also heralded 

with thanksgiving.  “Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, 

‘Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.’” 

(John 11:41) Again our Lord Jesus Christ 

demonstrates praise as one of the steps to receiving 

from God by pointing everybody to Almighty God 

who is the source of sustenance for all living things on 

earth.  

 

From the above examples we can deduce that when our 

thanksgiving and praises reaches our Father in Heaven, 

it triggers His mercy and compassion for His swift 
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response.  His hands of deliverance are stretched out to 

save us and to minister His divine healings to our 

situations.  His divine blessing is released to meet us at 

the point of our needs far beyond our imaginations and 

expectations. The end result of His swift, merciful 

intervention is the dramatic manifestation of His power 

that we always describe as miracle. 
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CHAPTER  

Sacrifice of Praise 
 

There are remarkable numbers of sacrifices mentioned 

in the Bible but there are three distinct sacrifices that 

worth some analysis. The first is the sacrifice of burnt 

offering – slaughtering animals and setting them ablaze 

on the Altar of Burnt Offering unto God. The process 

of the burnt offering accomplishes two things – (1) the 

atonement for sins (2) the divine release of spiritual 

debt owed, spiritual acceptance and restoration of the 

person making the offering. This is why the offering 

animal had to be without blemish, the very healthiest 

animal and the best available. When the offering is 

made on the altar, it is interpreted in the spiritual realm 

that judgment had taken place for the sin committed 

and the sinner is now free because his sin had been 

atoned for. The offering animal took the place of the 

sinner. This was one of the ordinances that God gave 

unto the Israelites for the atonement of their sins.   

 

The second distinct sacrifice was a test of Abraham’s 

faith. God told him, “Take your son, your only son, 

Isaac, whom you love . . . sacrifice him there as a 

burnt offering . . .” Genesis 22:2) Although the 

commandment of God in this passage seemed to be 

laced with pain and heartache, at its depths was the 

9 
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mystery of the wisdom of the Heavenly Father. God 

was about to do something in the life of Abraham. 

Abraham had no idea what God wanted to do. The 

Heavenly Father knew how long Abraham and Sarah 

waited before they had Isaac, the child of Promise. 

God knew what Isaac represented in the family of 

Abraham. Isaac was the only son of the marital 

relationship between Abraham and Sarah. Isaac, the 

apple of his father’s eye, was precious to Abraham far 

more than any precious jewel. In the household of 

Abraham, Isaac was synonymous to most precious of 

the precious. And yet God requested for the most 

precious of Abraham’s household be sacrificed to Him 

as a burnt offering. Abraham yielded in obedience to 

the commandment of God. He prepared the items of 

offering and was heading towards the Mount Moriah 

with Isaac where the sacrifice was to take place. 

Perhaps he was going there with teary eyes and 

sorrowful heart but his faith in the Lord was 

unflinching. The spotlight of Heaven was upon 

Abraham as he took every step towards the mount. 

Honoring God in obedience to His commandment was 

so paramount to him. God was not interested in the 

blood of Isaac. Abraham’s absolute devotion to Him 

over every other intent was the sacrifice that interested 

God.  Abraham was ready to offer everything; not only 

to sacrifice his obedient intentions but also his only 

heir of God’s promise. He laid Isaac his son on the 

altar and lifted up the knife and was about to slash his 

throat—that very moment the righteous intent of 
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Abraham was sacrificed in accordance to the 

commandment of God.  

 

Perhaps you are wondering, “What was the intent of 

Abraham that was sacrificed? It was the passionate 

love for Isaac, the promise child. He proved that he 

loved God more than his heir—the best of his house. 

And Heaven intervened and replaced the young lad 

with a ram. Abraham passed the test of love of God. 

The secret of mankind’s salvation that was locked up 

in the mind of Heavenly God was revealed in the love 

and obedience that Abraham demonstrated. “For God 

so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 

have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Abraham so love 

the Lord that he did not withhold his son in obedience 

to God’s commandment. The Heavens greeted the 

faithfulness and obedience of Abraham with applause. 

Abraham did what no man has ever done on earth and 

his deed also triggered off the way Almighty God has 

never dealt with mankind. No man has ever obeyed 

God so promptly in such a difficult decision. God has 

never been so honored among mankind. God was so 

impressed with the faithfulness of Abraham that 

heaven spoke to Abraham two times in succession. 

This astounding faithfulness evoked the unlimited 

blessing of God upon Abraham and his generation. The 

first voice stopped him from sacrificing Isaac, and the 

second voice was an oath sworn in the name of the 

Heavenly Father declaring His faithfulness to the 
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covenant He had with Abraham. “I swear by myself, 

declares the Lord, that because you have done this and 

have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely 

bless you and make your descendants as numerous as 

the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. 

Your descendants will take possession of the cities of 

their enemies, and through your offspring all the 

nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 

obeyed me.” (Genesis 22:16-18) 

 

Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, “that if the Lord can 

give him victory over the children of Ammon, 

whatever comes forth out of the door of his house 

when he returned from war will be offered to God as 

burnt offering.” Although this type of sacrifice was 

questionable as it relates to the practices of idolatry 

that God abhors.  Even though God tested Abraham’s 

obedience, He never intended that a human being 

should be sacrificed unto Him as a burnt offering. 

There is no doubt that the concept of blood sacrifices is 

somehow disturbing to the present day Christians. 

Jephthah was faithful to honor the vow he had made to 

God. Even though the vow cost him his only child, 

painfully he honored his vow unto the Lord. (Judges 

11:30-31; 34-39)  

 

The last and the ultimate human sacrifice was the 

crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ for the remission 

of the sin of man on the Cross of Calvary. This was the 

fulfillment of so many prophecies of the servants of 
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God. Prophet Isaiah accurately prophesied about the 

ministry of Jesus Christ and the ultimate sacrifice of 

our salvation on the Cross.  

“He is despised and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our 
faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem 
Him. Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, 
and afflicted. But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His 
stripes we are healed.  All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and 
the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was 
oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His 
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His 
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment, and 
who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from 
the land of the living; for the transgressions of My people 
He was stricken. And He made His grave with the 
wicked—but with the rich at His death, because He had 
done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it 
pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. 
When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see 
His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the pleasure of 
the Lord shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the labor 
of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My 
righteous Servant shall justify many, for He shall bear 
their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with 
the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was 
numbered with the transgressors, and He bore the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
(Isaiah 53:3-12) 
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Unlike the offering animals, Jesus Christ was not laid 

on the altar of burnt offering, but was maliciously and 

wickedly crucified for the cause of righteousness and 

the salvation of the entire world he stood for. Although 

He had power, He relinquished His power to abide by 

the will of God Almighty. Although He had honor he 

laid it down in exchange for the salvation of man. “For 

God so love the world that He gave his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)  

 

One important thing that is obvious in the two types of 

sacrifices we discussed is the preciousness of the items 

sacrificed. The animal for the burnt offering must be 

without blemish, the very healthiest and best available. 

In addition, its value cannot be determined in monetary 

units. Above all, the healthy animal was slaughtered 

and its bloodshed—indicating that the life of the 

animal was sacrificed on the altar. Jephthah offered his 

only daughter painfully, in order to honor his vow unto 

the Lord. God offered Jesus Christ, His only begotten 

Son to be propitiation of our sins. David told Araunah 

the Jebusite (who offered his land unto King David to 

build an altar of burnt offering unto the Lord) “No, I 

insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the 

Lord what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that 

costs me nothing.” (I Chronicles 21:24) With this in 

mind we can understand that the nature of whatever 

item we sacrifice must be precious and valuable in the 

sight of Almighty God. Something of a great value to 
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man was wholeheartedly given up in the process of 

sacrifice to Almighty God. Our sacrificial offering 

unto God may be our quality time of fellowship before 

Him; it can be our hard earned resources, skill or 

money as the case may be.  

 

The third sacrifice is the sacrifice of praise. It is the 

various ways that the children of God reach out to the 

Creator with their hearts of appreciation. We begin to 

wonder how we can bring the sacrifice of praise to the 

required spiritual standard, in a package of love and 

appreciation, before we offer it unto the Lord. Praising 

God in song is one of the important Christian 

fellowships in the church. The choir members play 

important roles in this aspect of Christian’s services. 

 

It is not the presence of the choir members in the 

church on Sunday morning that makes their song of 

praises acceptable precious sacrifice. The song might 

have been melodious but lacking the spiritual anointing 

because its rendition becomes tainted with sin as a 

result of in-fighting and malice. Thus, it becomes 

unacceptable unto the Lord. Although people may 

applaud the rendition but God accepts only holy 

praises. On the other hand, the choirs might have 

struggled throughout the rendition in an attempt to give 

their best unto the Lord, but could not render beautiful 

songs due to the fact that the team is inexperienced.  

Yet, to the amazement of many, God accepted their 

efforts and encouraged them. Why was the offering of 
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the inexperienced choir acceptable unto God and that 

of the experienced one rejected? Among other things, 

the reason could be the time they set aside in holiness, 

for the preparation of the songs that determines its 

preciousness. It could be self discipline of voice 

training processes.  It could be their determination not 

to dip their hands in secret sins as long as they remain 

in the service of the Lord. It could be their presence in 

togetherness, in love and one accord with other choir 

members struggling to master the music notes, and 

ensure the blending of their voices. It could be the 

spirit of obedience and humility they demonstrated 

towards the song leader during correction and rebuking 

in love that is note-worthy. It could be their prompt 

attendance on the day the songs will be rendered that 

affords the team opportunity to pray together so that 

they may give their best for the glory of God that 

matters.   

 

There are lots of intricate professionalism and skills 

involved in the rendition of melodious songs. The Lord 

Almighty is on the Throne watching the intent of your 

heart and the way you are offering the sacrifice of your 

lips as you are singing. Abasing self and lifting up God 

Almighty above everything in your heart in order that 

His glory may manifest in the Temple is very 

important. The spirit of boldness is needed to face the 

crowd that is watching you with interest about how 

you open your mouth to demonstrate your gift. You 

have to excel in your spiritual responsibility towards 
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God while facing the intense pressure from the 

multiples eyes of the people focusing on you in the 

process of giving your best shot. Blending with the 

musical instruments and harmony with other choir 

members, before you slot in the excitements you have 

perfected during song practice is essential. Those 

pauses that needed to be observed and maintained, and 

managing your mistakes in such a way that the 

onlookers will not notice them are not a piece of cake. 

 

God Almighty is a detailed Spirit Being, and any 

sacrificial offering you bring before His presence will 

be picked apart if it does not fulfill the detailed 

standard of His holiness, and if it is not detailed 

enough in human efforts to the best of your ability. 

Perhaps you are wondering, why? It is one of the 

characters of God. The Heavenly Father will not give 

anyone a substandard gift; He always gives the best. 

The oxygen we breathe in into our lung is fresh from 

His presence not a stale one. He is detailed enough that 

it has never been in short supply. Imagine the network 

of blood capillaries that are receiving the oxygen via 

red-blood cell to minister to every cell of our body. 

Think of the net-work of neurons in the brain and 

spinal cord controlling and coordinating all the 

muscles of the body. Perhaps you are still wondering 

about how detailed God Almighty is. Take a careful 

look at the mother-board of a computer, and see how 

the clusters of opened wires were lined up, side-by-

side and yet they did not touch each other until they are 
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connected to each of the electrical conductor to 

produce electrical energy. Although not all men are as 

skillful as the computer genius; notwithstanding, we 

are blessed with different wonderful talents. If man can 

be so detailed and possess wonderful talents as 

demonstrated in a computer’s motherboard, he should 

praise His Creator with his exceptional talents. We 

should praise God for empowering our minds with 

wisdom and our hands with amazing skills to 

accomplish various breakthroughs.   

 

Our Heavenly Father detailed His angel to watch over 

us. “For He shall give His angels charge over you to 

keep you in all your ways.” (Psalm 91:11) The 

Almighty God is detailed enough to provide food stuff 

for about 6 billion inhabitants on the surface of the 

Earth. The tiniest insects are not forgotten; even the 

needs of the trillions microscopic organisms are met. 

Consider the detailed instructions the Lord gave Moses 

about the construction of the Tabernacle. Consider the 

specification of the items of furniture of the Temple He 

commanded Moses to construct. Think about the 

detailed measurements or dimensions of the items, and 

the specification of the quality of gold and silver He 

required for the temple. Consider the detailed 

instruction He gave to Moses about the robe of the 

priest—the head band upon which an inscription made 

of gold was written “Holiness to the Lord.” On each of 

the two shoulder parts of ephod were the six 

remembrance stones representing the twelve tribes of 
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Israelites. On the ephod also was the breast plate that 

contained twelve assorted precious stones and names 

of each tribe of the Israelites. The breast plate is 

symbolic. It represented the responsibilities of the 

priest toward Israelites as a whole. It indicated that the 

priest should bear the responsibilities of the Israelites 

before God anytime he came to the temple to sacrifice. 

At the helm of the cloak of the priest were chains of 

golden bells between pomegranates. Any where the 

priest went, the jingling of the bells announced that the 

servant of the Most High God was passing by. The 

detailed nature of all works of God is an expression of 

completeness that children of God should learn to 

emulate in our services in the vine yard of God. 

 

Hebrew 13:15 admonished us, “. . . let us offer the 

sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit 

of our lips giving thanks to his name.” The sacrifice of 

praise is joy expressed in thanksgiving and giving 

testimony of the mighty things that God has done for 

us. Jonah saw the reason to praise God compulsively 

from the belly of fish. Amazingly, he was still alive 

after three days of being soaked in the acidic enzymes 

and other junk in the stomach of the fish that had 

swallowed him. He said, “I will sacrifice unto thee 

with the voice of thanksgiving; …” (Jonah 2:9.) The 

word of God in the book of Jeremiah explained the 

sacrifice of praise. “The voice of joy, and the voice of 

gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of 

the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the 
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Lord of hosts: for the Lord is good; for His mercy 

endureth for ever, and of them that shall bring 

sacrifice of praise into the house of the Lord. For I will 

cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, 

saith the Lord.” (Jeremiah 33:11) King David 

admonished us in his Psalm thus, “Let them sacrifice 

the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works 

with rejoicing.” (Psalm 107:22) These are spontaneous 

praises in response to how individuals felt when they 

experienced the divine intervention of God. The 

simplest sacrifice we can offer to our Creator is the 

sacrifice of praise, which is, the fruit of our lips. We 

can do this at any time and at anywhere. We can 

express it in a loud voice, we can sing it in hymns and 

we can praise God within our hearts. There is no end to 

how we can do this; the key word is that, we must do 

this continually with all our hearts. 

 

There are three important songs in the Bible composed 

by notable children of God namely, the songs of 

Moses, the songs of David and lastly the songs of 

Solomon. The song of Moses can be found in Exodus 

Chapter 15. Perhaps you are wondering about the 

personal characters of Moses; the scripture described 

him as one of the quiet people on earth. “Now the man 

Moses was very meek, above all the men which were 

upon the face of the earth.” (Numbers 12:3) Not many 

people know about the songs of Moses. Moses burst 

into dancing and singing praises unto the Lord when 

He did a miracle of deliverance among the Israelites, 
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when they crossed the Red Sea on a dry ground. The 

joy of deliverance was so overwhelming that a quiet 

person like Moses was spontaneously praising God and 

dancing in His presence. When the ordained leader of 

Israelites was dancing, it was certain that the entire 

Israelites were filled with the heart of praises and they 

all worshipped God with the fruit of their lips.  

 

Moses was a notable song composer. Apart from the 

outburst of joyful song he rendered after the salvation 

of Israelites at the Red Sea, God required him to 

compose an encapsulate song as his parting words to 

the Israelites purposely to express the doctrine of God, 

the greatness of God, the unrighteous characters of the 

Israelites, the tender mercy of God and His care for 

people. The song should include the ingrate characters 

of Israelites towards God, the seven sins of Israel, 

God’s judgment upon Israelites, the exhibition of 

Israelites ignorance about God’s purposes and His 

dealings, the return of God to Israelites and the 

judgment of their enemies.  “Now therefore, write 

down this song for yourselves, and teach it to the 

children of Israel; put it in their mouths, that this song 

may be a witness for Me against the children of 

Israel.” “Therefore Moses wrote this song the same 

day, and taught it to the children of Israel.” 

(Deuteronomy 31:19, 22) The detail account of this 

song is in Deuteronomy 32:1-43. 
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The entire book of Psalm is David’s tribute of praise to 

the King of kings. In the book of Psalm, David 

broadened the spiritual scope of understanding of man 

about God. He portrayed his vision of God’s might and 

the beauty of His holiness to his fellow man. He taught 

the believers of our days the importance of 

appreciation by the way he expressed appreciation of 

He that sustains the entire universe in His wisdom. 

King David, in the wealth of his praises, showed the 

imminent doomed end of the wicked according to his 

understanding of the ways of God, and he indicated the 

infinite blessing slated for the righteous and upright.  

He admonished right thinking people to choose the 

righteous way they will follow. In the demonstration of 

his praises to Almighty God, obviously he chose, like 

Joshua who said, “As for me and my house we shall 

serve the Lord.”  (Joshua 24:15) David rejoiced in 

victory and humbled himself before God in his 

spiritual defeats and failures. He acknowledged his 

errors and repented wholeheartedly. There is no issue 

of life pertaining to humanity that the praise book of 

Psalm did not address. 

 

The Songs of Solomon are praises enriched in the 

wisdom. The wisest man on earth composed it. 

Contrary to the opinion of many, the Song of Solomon 

is not about praising the numerous women of King 

Solomon. Rather, they are figurative poetic praises of 

the expected Church of Jesus Christ. It takes the heart 

filled with the understanding and wisdom of the Holy 
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Spirit to understand the wealth of spiritual message in 

the book. Beyond the Songs of Solomon, the wise king 

offered his sacrifice of praise in the way he 

demonstrated wisdom in the books Proverbs and 

Ecclesiastes. These books offered moral and spiritual 

maxims to the populace leaving them with a wealth of 

inspirational words that can be of a great help to those 

who want to grow in the Lord, and to build up their 

faith. 

 

Sacrifices of praise do not end in songs of praise to the 

Lord. A cheerful offering out of the resources that God 

gave you to the advancement of Christ’s gospel is also 

inclusive. Sometime in 1996 a beloved brother walked 

in to my office in New York, with a sum of $200.00 as 

his own contribution to the first set of evangelism 

tracts published by Christ Light Bearers Ministry. To 

some this amount may be regarded as not much but it 

set the ball of the finances of the Ministry rolling. This 

timely gift proved a point in the Ministry that in any 

righteous efforts that we embank on, God is watching 

with interest to encourage His children. From that 

moment on I knew that I was not alone and that the 

mighty hand of God is always around for divine 

provision and encouragement in the ministry on timely 

basis. Since then the Ministry have been receiving both 

financial assistance and moral encouragement 

especially from the beloved brethren in our fellowship 

in the office. The ministry had graduated from 

publishing tracts and had advanced to Internet Ministry 
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publishing—Weekly Bible Studies, Daily Prayer 

Guide, Evangelical Tracts, and Christian Articles. In 

addition, 12 different titles of Reflect on This! Series 

and 9 different titles of Pocket Minister Series books 

have been published by the ministry. Visit our website 

www.christlightbearers.com and see for yourself the 

great and mighty work of God in the ministry.  

 

Paul admonished the brethren in Corinth as follow, 

“So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 

grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful 

giver.” (II Corinthians 9:7) He was trying to 

emphasize one point: that the givers must possess a 

large heart in their giving because in so doing, they are 

rendering a sacrifice of praise unto the Lord from who 

all blessings flows. Abel gave bountifully and God 

respected his offering because he gave unto the Lord 

with the heart of appreciation. On the contrary God did 

not respect the offering of Cain because he gave 

sparingly and it counted for him as an act of 

ingratitude to God. (Genesis 4:3-5) Often, the thought 

that God will bless us in return for our offering and 

tithe is the motivation of some people for giving to the 

Lord. Although this is true because our Heavenly 

Father is faithful to His words, the appreciation for His 

loving-kindness should be all that motivates us to give 

bountifully.  
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I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And 
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
(Romans 12:1-2) 

 

Before a certain heart required to be renewed, it means 

something is not right with the heart. Perhaps the heart 

is spiritually sick and it is no longer functioning as it is 

expected. This is the state of the sinner’s heart. This 

was the state of King David’s heart when he wrote, 

“Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 

spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10) Every heart that is 

renewed has undergone spiritual surgical operation. 

The fact that this surgical procedure was not visible 

and was not performed in the hospital surgical theatre 

was not an indication that it did not take place. It is 

always easy and enjoyable to live comfortably in the 

sinful world where everything goes. On the contrary it 

is hard to choose to operate in the platform of 

righteousness where you need to weigh every decision 

you take on the scale of righteousness of God. When 

you decide to exchange the comfort of the worldliness 

for the difficult, costly obedience to the precepts of the 

word of God, you are offering an awesome sacrifice of 

praise. In this procedure, the fear of the Lord that we 

gained through understanding of His love for mankind, 

through the knowledge of His word, begins to have 

impact in our life. We begin to see that refraining from 

sin is not to avoid judgment but, rather, an appreciation 
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that we do not want to grieve Him, having understood 

what the Lord invested for our salvation. We begin to 

live by responding to God’s love for us with love to 

humanity.  This is how our heart is transformed 

through the refreshing wisdom of God’s word. In this 

type of spiritual surgical procedure anesthesia is not 

required because Dr Jesus Christ is at work and the 

Holy Spirit is taking control. At the end, the beauty of 

God will be made manifest. The popular parlance that 

says, “When you are in Rome be like the Romans,” is 

not applicable to the Christians. If this saying was a 

fact of life, Paul will not admonish the Romans 

believers to be transformed. If you consider Romans 

12:2 critically, Paul was saying, let the righteous and 

positive gospel of Jesus Christ begin to change and 

reflect in you. Spiritual transformation in this passage 

is one of the sacrifices of praise that bring forth a 

positive change in the life of a Christian. It begins from 

inside and through an excellent character and gospel 

lifestyle becomes a thorough beautiful reflection of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

Every believer is a spiritual lawyer. We are not like the 

corporate lawyers in the companies that are 

maintaining compliance with articles of association 

and act as the company secretaries in the board of 

director’s meeting.  Instead, we are endowed with the 

wisdom of God to stand in the gap pleading the 

spiritual cases relating to the crucial matters of the 

moment before the Righteous Judge, Jesus Christ.  
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Unlike the criminal lawyers that juggle with legal 

principles and play the games of law in the court, 

cross-examining the witnesses in the box and shouting 

“Objection, my lord.” These faithful brethren sow in 

tears on their knee seeking the face of Abba Father for 

His divine intervention in matters that affect others 

with faithful assurance that they will reap in joy.  

Unlike the earthly lawyers that equip themselves with 

inundating legal principles and precedents, the servants 

of the Most High God equip themselves with the 

anointed word of God, and are standing upon the 

faithful covenant of the Living God to present the 

needs of the moment before God in prayer.   

 

I look for a man among them who would build up the wall and 

stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land, so I would 

not have to destroy it but I found none.” (Ezekiel 22:30)  

 

God is looking for a man or woman who is upright and 

firm.  He seeks for a child who is a force to be 

reckoned with among the righteous; an individual who 

cannot be easily intimidated by the situation of the 

worldly but will faithfully look up unto God for help 

instead of focusing on the problems. God is frantically 

searching the hearts of men to find someone who will 

make a difference in the lives of others and boldly 

stand at the Throne of Grace pleading that God may 

direct erring ones in the path of righteousness. In the 

list of attributes of Almighty God, His judgment is 

imminently certain but His mercy endures for ever.  At 
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every point of His judgment upon the sinners, He 

patiently looks forward for spiritual lawyers on his 

bended knees to stand in the gap on behalf of the 

sinner to plead for mercy of God so that His judgment 

may be averted. 

 

God revealed His imminent judgment upon the cities 

of Sodom and Gomorrah to Abraham his servant, 

because of the grievous sins committed in these two 

cities. In the presence of God, Abraham stood in the 

gap for the righteous men of the cities, perhaps for the 

sake of his cousin Lot, who was living in Sodom. 

Knowing that God is righteous and full of great 

compassion, Abraham asked God, “Will you also 

destroy the righteous with the wicked if 50 righteous 

men can be found in Sodom and Gomorrah?” And God 

assured Abraham that the cities would not be destroyed 

if there were fifty righteous men living there. Abraham 

continued in his fervent intercession for the cities and 

even brought the criteria of God’s mercy for sparing 

the cities to the barest minimum of ten righteous men. I 

do not know how Abraham put these spiritual 

negotiations across in a prayer format unto God but the 

outcome of it was that God spared only the lives of Lot 

and his family because Lot was the only righteous man 

found in Sodom and Gomorrah.  

 

Moses was with God on Mount Sinai for forty days 

and nights receiving instruction from God on how 

Israel should be governed under God’s law to maintain 
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justice among His people. It was on this Mount that 

God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. Before 

Moses came down, the Israelites had forced Aaron to 

make for them an idol of golden calf as the god of 

Israel. They were worshipping the god created with 

their own hands and they grieved God.  Therefore, God 

said to Moses, “Now let Me alone, that My wrath may 

burn hot against them and I may consume them. And I 

will make of you a great nation.” (Exodus 32:10) 

Moses came to God with humility pleading for the 

Israelites. 

 

But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. “O Lord,” 

he said, “why should your anger burn against your 

people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power 

and a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, “It 

was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill them 

in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the 

earth?” Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not 

bring disaster on your people. Remember your servants 

Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore by your 

own self: I will make your descendants as numerous as 

the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants all 

this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance 

forever” Then the Lord relented and did not bring on his 

people the disaster he had threatened. (Exodus 32:11-14) 

 

Moses identified with the terrible sin committed by the 

people here but still asked God to have mercy.  Moses 

put his life at stake while standing in gap for the 

Israelites saying, “Oh what a great sin these people 

have committed! They have made themselves gods of 
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gold. But now, please forgive their sins -- but if not, 

then blot me out of the book you have written.” 

(Exodus 32:31-32) 

 

A report came to Nehemiah, a cup-bearer of King 

Artaxerxes that the city wall of Jerusalem had broken 

down, and the lives and properties of the people in the 

city were in jeopardy. In tears, he stood in the gap on 

behalf of the Israelites before God and pleaded with 

prayer and fasting that the Lord may forgive the sins of 

the Israelites. He also asked that he may have divine 

favor of God in the sight of King Artaxerxes so that he 

may build the city wall of Jerusalem.  

 

They said to me, "The remnant there in the province who 
survived the captivity are in great distress and reproach, 
and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates 
are burned with fire." When I heard these words, I sat 
down and wept and mourned for days; and I was fasting 
and praying before the God of heaven. I said, "I beseech 
You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome 
God, who preserves the covenant and loving kindness for 
those who love Him and keep His commandments, let 
Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear 
the prayer of Your servant which I am praying before You 
now, day and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your 
servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which 
we have sinned against You; I and my father's house 
have sinned. "We have acted very corruptly against You 
and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, 
nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant 
Moses. "Remember the word which You commanded 
Your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful I will 
scatter you among the peoples; but {if} you return to Me 
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and keep My commandments and do them, though those 
of you who have been scattered were in the most remote 
part of the heavens, I will gather them from there and will 
bring them to the place where I have chosen to cause My 
name to dwell.' "They are Your servants and Your people 
whom You redeemed by Your great power and by Your 
strong hand.  "O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be 
attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of 
Your servants who delight to revere Your name, and 
make Your servant successful today and grant him 
compassion before this man." Now I was the cupbearer 
to the king. (Nehemiah 1:3-11) 

 

The dying Stephen beheld the beauty of the glory of 

God and he stood in gap for his executioners who were 

stoning him. I can perceive the blood of his bruised 

head flowing into his mouth as he opened it to pray. 

Perhaps with broken nose and bleeding face at the 

point of death, he fell on his knees and pleaded with 

God, crying out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them.” (Acts 7:60) These are the truly 

victorious people – the people that died gallantly with 

a peaceful mind towards their enemies. Jesus Christ the 

Son of God was hung helplessly on the Cross. In the 

excruciating pains of crucifixion He pleaded on behalf 

of the entire world, and say, “Father, forgive them; for 

they know not what they do.”(Luke 23:34) He has 

power to deliver Himself but He subjected it to the will 

of the Father in Heaven. He had honor but he opted for 

shame of the death on the Cross so that our salvation 

can be sure. He had a choice and He chose salvation of 

mankind instead of a golden crown. 
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God lays a red carpet for the intercessors to receive the 

spiritual lawyers into His Spiritual chamber. He says to 

sinful people, “Come now, let us reason together, says 

the Lord …” (Isaiah 1:18) The Creator of Heaven and 

Earth does not consider it ridiculous to come down to 

the level of man in order to reason with His creature. 

Imagine, ‘What knowledge can the creature share with 

his Creator?’ He also told His servants and His people, 

“Present your case,” says the Lord. Bring forth your 

strong reason, says the king of Jacob.” (Isaiah 41:21) 

He is giving the believers an unparalleled opportunity 

to plead their cases and the cases of others before Him. 

He is telling them to bring their petitions and telling 

them He will have no option other than answer them. 

In the account of Abraham, Moses and Nehemiah, we 

have seen example of how believers can reason 

together with the Lord, and how they can genuinely 

present their cases according to written word of God. 

They brought forth the reasons why God should 

intervene in the matter at hand. In all the three cases 

cited above, God exercised His faithfulness and 

answers the prayers of the intercessors according to 

their strong reasons.  

 

The intercessors that are standing in gap are noted for 

something. They specialize in the wisdom of 

approaching God with the type of praise that is 

enriched with sacrifice of their quality time in fasting 

and prayer and also the precious time they spent in 

equipping themselves with the wealth of God’s 
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wisdom. Instead of anxiety, the spiritual lawyers fall 

upon their faces to the ground and seek the face of 

God. The intercessors are like pots of fresh roses 

before God and their prayers like sweet fragrance 

before the Throne of God. (Revelation 8:4.) It is 

awesome to discover through the passages above that 

God honored these intercessors who got on their knees 

to seek His face.  As per their requests, God controlled 

and solved the situational problems of mankind to His 

own glory. There is opportunity for you now to join in 

the steps of the elects, to imprint your righteous 

sacrifice of praises in the time of life. Water and wind 

of this life will not wash them away. The trail of your 

righteousness will be preserved by the Heavenly Father 

and will be honored before His Throne at last. 



Power of Praise 

 

 -  132 - 



 

- 133 - 

 

 

 

CHAPTER  

Reflect on This! 
 

 

I was not asleep on this fateful morning. It was due to 

the jet-lag during my journey to continental Africa 

after eighteen years of my sojourn in America. I was 

just lying on the bed, at times rolling from one side of 

the bed to the other due to the humid weather. I was 

listening to the quietness of the night in the outskirt of 

the city that I lodged. Everything was peaceful except 

the constant ticking of the wall-mounted quart clock in 

my room. And suddenly a rooster’s crow near my 

vicinity interrupted the quietness of the morning. And 

another rooster echoed the crow of the first. And yet 

another rooster afar off repeated the crow.  

 

When I was young, I remember the day I watched the 

rooster when it was crowing. It first flapped its wing 

for about three times, lift up its head, open its mouth to 

crow and then bow after it has declared the glory of 

God. What we always hear is, “Kay-kay ray-e-kay-

eee!” This may sound as a noise and may mean 

nothing to some people. I began to wonder in my mind 

while lying down on the bed. These roosters were not 

exercising their throats. Although, it was the opinion of 

10 
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some people that the crowing of rooster is counting of 

hours of the day. Some thought the bird was reaching 

out to the hens as the domineering male around.  But 

the attention the sound created is certainly a pointer 

that the rooster is doing something unique for a 

purpose. It was not a mandatory morning exercise for 

these roosters before they can have their daily bread. 

Yet they continue constantly as if they are calling on 

themselves. Then I asked myself, “Why are these 

roosters crowing?”  

 

The spirit of God began to minister to my soul that: 

these roosters are conscious of the mystery of the new 

day that is about to be revealed. They are conscious of 

the praises that human beings are not paying attention 

to. These roosters beheld the glory of the morning afar 

off before the dawn is broken with its scintillating 

brightness. These roosters are sure of the faithfulness 

of God that He will give His creature a bright new day. 

Kay-kay ray-e-kay-eee is the rooster’s language. The 

rooster is praising God in the language of its kind. It 

sound like it is saying, “I have a duty of praaaise!” 

True to this assumption, the rooster has a righteous 

duty to praise God as its first duty in the morning when 

it wakes up. That is why the roosters seem to be 

careless whether they woke up their owners with their 

incessant and constant crow.  

 

They burst into a continuous praises of the Creator. 

One by one the other spices of bird joined the rhythm 
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of praise that was begun with rooster. They sang 

melodiously hopping from one branch of the tree to the 

other. You can hardly notice that the roosters were still 

crowing when the other birds took over. Amidst all 

these, the morning light crept in through the window. 

The dawn of the morning sunlight that superseded the 

brightest electric bulb in room. You can now see 

visibly all the objects that the darkness of the night 

have concealed.  

 

Some men are still snoring when the sun came up on 

the mountain top. Reluctantly at last, men began to 

crawl out of the bed. They yawned and headed towards 

the bathroom to prepare for the activities of the day. 

They remembered to say “Good morning,” to each 

other but they did not think it wise to say good 

morning to the Maker of the day. God provided the 

rooster, the birds and the bright morning light as His 

instrument of praise to remind man and prepare him 

for praising his Creator. But we are too much pre-

occupied with the affairs of the world around us. We 

could not perceive the signs and wonders from heaven 

that surround us. 

 

If you find it boring to pray to God always as the 

scripture directed, (I Thessalonians 5:17) consider the 

number of times that a cock crows in a day. In the city 

we live, “the Babylon of our time,” we need to praise 

God for every second of His presence in our life, and 

for His unending manifestation of mercy and divine 
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protection. In this city, people who wake up in the 

morning to behold the beauty of the day cannot boast 

of living through it, to see the fall of the night amidst 

the natural and unnatural disasters that abound out 

there. We need to praise Him for the breath of life He 

gave us at creation. If we were to pay for the oxygen 

that fills our lungs every moment, imagine how much 

it would cost us. Freely we received the breath of life 

from the Heavenly Father. It is always available 

everyday and had never been in short supply. We need 

to praise Him for all He has done for us. We need to 

praise Him for what He is doing and for what we trust 

Him to do for us. 

 

A Scottish author and preacher George Matheson 

(1842-1906), who was blind, expressed this prayer: “I 

have thanked Thee a thousand times for my roses, but 

never once for my ‘thorn’. . . Teach me the glory of my 

cross; teach me the value of my ‘thorn.’ Show me that 

I have climbed to Thee by the path of pain. Show me 

that my tears have made my rainbow.”  I know that it 

is not an easy thing to praise God in our afflictions, but 

it is the ultimate level of praise expected of a true 

believer. To turn pain to praise, and sorrow to song 

requires a spiritual understanding that the presence of 

God is with us even in our afflictions. Therefore, we 

are to praise Him not only when we have story of 

victory to tell, but also in our afflictions and defeats. 

We need to appreciate Him having known that His 

grace is sufficient for us.  
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We need to praise Him for the gift of eternal life He 

has given us through His only begotten Son, who set 

aside His glory in Heaven, and came to this world to 

take on the nature of man in order to provide a lasting 

solution to the problems of mankind. We need to live a 

life worthy of appreciation of His love for us by 

obediently living each day according to His precepts 

because He took us out of the darkness of this world 

and brought us into His marvelous light. 

 

King David knew God, he acknowledged and praised 

Him. The birds in the air and the animals in the field 

recognize Him as their Creator and they pay their 

homage to Him appreciatively in a way known only to 

these creatures. What about you, the son of man? What 

happened to the nature of appreciation that was created 

in you when God created you in His own image at the 

beginning? You have to know Him in order to praise 

Him accordingly. The Bible says, “I am the way, the 

truth and life, no man comes to the Father except 

through me.” You have to seek Him through the 

knowledge of His only begotten Son, because He is the 

living sacrifice that reconciles us to the Father. If you 

have not accepted the salvation that was made free for 

you, it means you are still in the clutches of Satan and 

you cannot appreciatively acknowledge the Father and 

worship Him.  

 

Praising God prepares the believers towards eternity.  

The only true lesson of eternity that man learn while 
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living on earth is the act of praise. All the bible studies 

will stop here. The Sunday morning sermon, 

evangelism and other Christian activities will all stop 

here. The only job schedule of Christians in heaven is 

praise worship unto the Heavenly King. This is the 

only activity of Christian that will continue in eternity 

in the presence of God. We shall be joined with the 

twenty-four elders and the angels in Heaven in praising 

God. If we do not start here shall we not look like a 

stranger when we get back to the presence of the 

Heavenly Father? Hearty praises originate from the 

mind; we must possess reasons to praise before we can 

praise God sincerely. We must praise our Father in 

heaven according to the knowledge of Him that we 

possess. We must praise Him according to the 

revelation of His words.  

 

Brethren arise and let the wholesome scheme of praise 

begin right now, until the grand celebration of praise to 

the holy name of God before the Heaven’s Throne of 

Grace will manifest. Saints of the Most High God, 

Praise Him, Halleluiah!  
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What a Mighty God we serve? 

What a Mighty God we serve? 

Heaven and Earth adore Him 

Angel bow before Him 

What a Mighty God we serve. 

 

 

Who is like unto Thee O Lord? 

Who is like unto Thee O Lord? 

Among the gods, Who is like Thee? 

Glorious in holiness 

Fearful in praises 

Doing wonders Halleluiah 

 

 

No other name like the name of Jesus 

No other name like the name of Lord 

No other name like the name of Jesus 

He’s worthy of glory 

He’s worthy of honor 

He’s worthy of power and praise 
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NOTE 
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on This! Series 7. If 
you would like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, please pray the prayer in the box below. Please note 
that you are about to make the most important decision in your 
life. Please pay attention to details. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know that you are the Son of 
Living God. You died for me on the Cross. I know that I 
have sinned in my thoughts, words and actions. There 
are so many good things I failed to do. There are so 
many sinful things I have done. I confess all my 
wrongdoings today and I am truly sorry for my sinful 
life. I now turn away from everything I considered to 
be sinful. Have mercy upon me, Lord and forgive me 
all my sins. You gave your life as a ransom for my 
soul; I gratefully give my life to you. I humbly invite 
you to come into my life as my Savior to redeem me, 
and as my Friend to be with me forever. My Lord and 
my King, I will serve you all the remaining years of my 
life in complete obedience to your words, Amen.  

 
If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all 
sincerity of mind, rest assured that angels in Heaven are 
rejoicing with you now. We also welcome you to “the fold of 
believers.” Please, there are important things you must know 
and the steps you have to take. Please get in contact with a 
Bible Believing Living Church near you to learn and know 
more about the love of God.  
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