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ABOUT THE MINISTRY

Christ Light Bearers Ministry is a non-denominational Christian
Publication Ministry that God blessed with a vision to proclaim the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our mission is to reach out to the
entire world with the word of God. We began our Internet outreach
in February 1999 with one important goal - to provide positive and
inspirational messages, obviously, in contrast to the unsuitable and
filthy information that satanic agents offer to us and our children.
Our website www.christlightbearers.com, is centered on proclaiming
Christ’s gospel. We thank God for helping us to touch the world with
the beauty of Jesus Christ with our various publications. 14
Evangelical Tracts, 6 series of Reflect on This! Books, and lately our
quarterly Personal Touch Bible Study are some of the good things
that God is doing in the ministry. In addition we publish Weekly Bible
Studies, Daily Prayer Guide and various Christian Articles on the
internet and in the newspapers. To learn more about this ministry,
please visit our website www.christlightbearers.com or write us at
our address.

WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Beloved of the Lord you need only one book—the Bible, to read and
grasp the divine wisdom of God in order to fit in perfectly into His
Kingdom. And you are blessed with lifetime of sweet fellowship of
Holy Spirit to guide and empower you with understanding, to
enlighten your heart so that you may be transformed into a golden
vessel for the master’s use. A willing and yielding spirit is what you
need to start. An obedient heart and unwavering trust in God will
guide you in the journey of life. A determined spirit to continue
faithfully in righteousness will see you through to His righteous side.
Why don’t you start today? The Holy Spirit will teach you! Use the
Reflect on This! Series to aid you in your learning.

Michael A. Eleyinafe
Minister, CLB Ministry



DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the
Honor, glory and adoration

of
GOD ALMIGHTY
also to

the Beloved of the Lord
who sow in tears in self-sacrifice
and uphold righteousness
in their afflictions.
“Beloved, you will reap with joy!” Amen
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INTRODUCTION

Imagine you are on a boat with your loved ones. When you
get to the middle of the sea the powerful wave of a big ship
passing by makes the boat suddenly tilt sideways and
everyone in the boat, from your close brothers to distant
cousins, fall into the sea and begin to drift away. As fate
would have it, you barley manage to get hold of an anchor.
There are a few remaining relatives on the boat, but the
boat has been badly damaged and partly filled with water.
Others are drifting away and struggling to get hold of
something to keep them afloat, but none of you are very
good in swimming. At that very moment you realize that
you have a big problem to solve. You have lives to save
because you do not want to return home alone to tell a
woeful tale. You also have a boat to restore. You want to
do everything to preserve the good relationship that exists
among you and your loved ones. You want to safeguard the
joyful moments you always share together. You want to
prevent the permanent mental torture that this ugly incident
will bring. You do not have anybody to consult with at the
moment. You do not need to take instruction from anyone
on how to go about the rescue operation. You have found
yourself in the position of leadership to rescue the perishing
and of course it involves self-sacrifice and risks. The
drowning beloved are holding the life-lines and the ones in
the damaged boat are waiting in desperation for you to do
something to rescue them.
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The life of Nehemiah mirrored the unpleasant situation
above. Situation shook Nehemiah and his loved ones out of
the boat of their lives. Nehemiah and others were adrift in
the ocean of life but he was the only one that found a safe-
haven that provided him a temporary shelter. The
Babylonians invaded Jerusalem and desecrated the Holy
city. The city became plunder in the hands of the heathens
and the people of God were taken into captivity. Nehemiah
was also in captivity when an important need arose in
Jerusalem to build the city wall. He now found himself in a
position of responsibility towards his people and he fully
assumed the leadership position to restore his home and
rescue his people. Beloved, follow me in this book to
consider the righteous steps that Nehemiah took to restore
his people and preserve their heritage.






CHAPTER
Personality
of Nehemiah

One of the obvious questions that might be at the back of
your mind as we begin this chapter is, “Who is Nehemiah?”
Nehemiah was an Israelite in captivity. He was a common
man like you and |, but he possessed a unique personality
because he loved his people and had great concern for their
welfare. Above all he was a godly individual. He had tasted
the two sides of life, as a freeman in Jerusalem, the City of
David; he once upon a time enjoyed the abundant of the
provision of God in Israel and dwelt in the peaceful
environment. Again as a slave in Babylon the land of his
captivity as a result of a change in the tide of life, he had
experienced the turbulent and ugly ordeal of servitude that
associated with slavery. Having seen the two sides of life
he was undoubtedly appreciated and understood what it is
to be free.

The unfortunate fate of war divinely placed Nehemiah in
the captivity and also in a strategic position, even in his
lowest estate of slavery, as the cup bearer of King
Artaxerxes. Nobody knew how he was chosen to the
service of the king. Perhaps he was a man from the noble
linage and endowed with wisdom. Perhaps diligence and
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integrity were the criteria. Being a cup bearer, his services
gave him an opportunity to serve in the environment of
corridor of power. He saw the king face-to-face from time-
to-time and obedience and loyalty in the service must have
kept him the service. By the nature of his job Nehemiah
was privileged to be in a close contact with the king, not
necessarily as an important figure in the kingdom.
Although he was a servant of the king, his job demanded an
element of trustworthiness that could rightly placed him in
a strategic position in the service of the king. The code of
conduct in the service of the king also made him to be one
of the privileged confidants of the king. To understand the
position that Nehemiah occupied in the service of King
Avrtaxerxes, try to imagine somebody that is waiting at the
table for the president of a country. Nehemiah’s diligence,
loyalty, and above all, the hand of God that was upon him
caused him to be so highly entrusted in the sensitive
position as the king cup-bearer, despite the fact that he was
a foreigner.

Many people have different opinions about leadership.
Some believe leaders are born. They believe that leadership
qualities run in the family. They based their opinion on the
theory that a great leader will naturally have dynamic
offsprings. This is the criteria some countries adapt in
choosing a new king when the former is deceased. On the
other hand, another school of thought says leaders are
made. The leaders in this category emerge through personal
hardworking and perhaps educational achievements. He
can stand tall in the society as a force to be reckoned with
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and become someone that the society looks up to in the
political world to fight for and defend the interest of the
community he is leading.

A circumstantial leader is one that finds himself in a jam
along with others, but he stands up against the difficult
situation, at the crucial moment, to device a course of
action that he championed for the common interest of the
people. John Kenneth Galbraith, a United States economist
once said, “All of the great leaders have had one
characteristic in common: it was the willingness to confront
unequivocally the major anxiety of their people in their

time. This, and not much else, is the essence of leadership.”
John Kenneth Galbraith (b. 1908), U.S. economist. The Age of
Uncertainty, ch. 12 (1977)

There were prominent leaders in this category in the Bible.
The leadership of Queen Esther was very close to that of
Nehemiah in that she was also a slave in the captivity of
Babylon. She put her trust in the Lord, and risked her life
and position as the queen of king Xerxes to save Israelites
from the hands of Haman who plotted to exterminate the
entire Jews in the Babylonian empire. She stood up at this
crucial point and she issued an instruction, “Go, gather
together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do
not eat or drink for three days; night or day. I and my
maids will fast as you do. When this is done, | will go to the
kind, even though it is against the law. And if | perish, |
perish.” (Esther 4:16) On the third day, Queen Esther went
to the king and she received the favor of the king and she
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was able to intervene on behalf of her people and rescue
them from Haman.

Being a godly man, Nehemiah was sensitive to the
impulses of the Holy Spirit, although the Bible did not
report that he was called specifically to carry out a special
assignment for God. This is a pointer to those of us that are
waiting for the bell to ring from heaven or for a prophet to
declare our assigned calling before we begin to activate the
talents and opportunities that God had given us to
accomplish mighty things on earth. This is not suggesting
that we should jump ahead of the timing of God but it is
certain that the spirit of God does not leave the children of
God in darkness; He is the compass of the believer guiding
our hearts according to the will of God. God is still in the
business of working through man to accomplish His divine
intentions on earth. He is always on the lookout for those
who are available to become a vessel unto honor that he
can use to accomplish his plans.

The sum total of leadership personality of Nehemiah was
hinged on the love and great concern he had for the welfare
of his people, the Israelites. It was his belief that an end
must be put to the deplorable situation of Jerusalem.
Perhaps he desired that somebody must stand up as a leader
to build the ruined wall of Jerusalem to protect the life and
properties of his people. He assumed this responsibility. He
sought the face of God and trusted in Him to have His way
in his righteous efforts.
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With the clear mental picture of the spiritual personality of
Nehemiah in your mind, you will not have difficulty in
knowing the potential leadership you can become for the
glory of God. Wherever you find yourself is where God has
strategically anchored the boat of your life for a period and
for His divine purpose. Although if it is not the best you
want for yourself, you should strive to move forward. You
should not build a tent in this valley of life rather; you
should treat it as a path to your victory. You should harness
your potentials and channel them for useful purposes.

You are delivered from the power of darkness and
enlightened in the wisdom of God to become spiritual
leaders in this end-time season. You are so precious in the
sight of God that He gave the best of Heaven, Jesus Christ,
as offering sacrifice to redeem you. “For to us a child is
born, to us a child is given ...” (Isaiah 9:6) You have been
called to the banquet of love through grace to partake of the
salvation made free by the covenant of the blood. The
access to the throne of Grace has been made available unto
us, where we can cry “Abba Father” with assurance that
our crying unto Him in our prayer will not be as a barking
of dog. At this time in your life time, you have an important
role of leadership to play in the life of the people around
you. People are living their lives in a parade of spiritual
ignorance. They need someone from the light of the gospel
of Jesus Christ to pave the way of salvation unto them. You
cannot imagine the amazing things you can do in this
regard if only you can summon up courage like Nehemiah
and make yourself available to be used for the advancement
of the kingdom of God.
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CHAPTER
The Beginning of
Breakthrough

They said to me, "The remnant there in the province who
survived the captivity are in great distress and reproach,
and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its gates
are burned with fire." When | heard these words, | sat
down and wept and mourned for days; and | was fasting
and praying before the God of heaven. | said, "I beseech
You, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God,
who preserves the covenant and loving kindness for those
who love Him and keep His commandments, let Your ear
now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of
Your servant which | am praying before You now, day and
night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants,
confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have
sinned against You; | and my father's house have sinned.
"We have acted very corruptly against You and have not
kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the
ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses.
"Remember the word which You commanded Your servant
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Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful | will scatter you
among the peoples; but {if} you return to Me and keep My
commandments and do them, though those of you who
have been scattered were in the most remote part of the
heavens, | will gather them from there and will bring them
to the place where | have chosen to cause My name to
dwell." "They are Your servants and Your people whom
You redeemed by Your great power and by Your strong
hand. "0 Lord, | beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to
the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of Your servants
who delight to revere Your name, and make Your servant
successful today and grant him compassion before this
man." Now | was the cupbearer to the king. Nehemiah 1:3-11

A servant of God once said, “I love trials and tribulations.
Sound crazy, doesn’t it?”” The congregation looked at each
others face with surprise by this statement. “Because it is
the first leg of breakthrough, as there is no triumph without
trials and no testimony without test,” he concluded. Bad
news and ugly disasters are always difficult to bear and are
bound to bring down your morale. Whichever way we look
at the unpleasant situation, the truth behind the reality is
that the horrible news is the beginning of the healing
process that will usher in solution in your life.

The same was the experience of Nehemiah. He was a slave
that was hopelessly sojourning in a foreign land against his
will with no hope of returning back to his home again, not
to talk of seeing his wife and children again. He received a
report of disastrous and perennial ugly situations in Israel,
his home land. The news added another sorrow to his
existing sorrowful mind. The desolation of Israel has
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occurred and has created a desperate need in the land. The
enemy had fallen upon the land and they had utterly
destroyed the beautiful city of God. The homes of the
apples of God’s eyes had been destroyed. The people of
God became a plunder in the hands of the heathens. The
‘city of peace’ -- the true interpretation of Jerusalem -- has
become a chaotic mound of desecrated city. A nostalgic
recollection of how beautiful Jerusalem was when the
going was good overwhelmed Nehemiah. He remembered
when the children of Zion were all known as the peculiar
people, the chosen generation. A painful memory of peace
and abundance that characterized the land that was flowing
with milk and honey but now has been turned to ruin as a
result of desolation of Israel made him so sorrowful. The
residents of Jerusalem at the time had resigned to fate and
no one was making any tangible effort to rebuild the city.
Brethren, man does not always appreciate whatever he
possesses until he is dispossessed of it. This sorrowful
mood was not only peculiar to Nehemiah alone; perhaps
this was the feeling of all right thinking Israelites at that
moment. But it was certain that not all of them could think
about the solution to their perennial problems like
Nehemiah could.

In this deep sorrow Nehemiah wondered what brought
these calamities upon Israel. When a wise man falls, he
looks back to see what made him stumble. Nehemiah went
back to the basis of how God had been faithfully dealing
with the forefathers of Israelites. He considered the law of
God and also compared it with the transgressions of the
Israelites. The discrepancy was glaring. He beheld how far

-9-



Sowing in Tears

the distance the supposedly people of God had gone astray
from the presence of God. He determined to right all the
wrong doings of the Israelites. He remember the word of
God that stated, “When I shut up the heavens so that there
is no rain, or command locust to devour the land or send a
plague among my people. If my people, who are called by
my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then will 1 hear from
heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
(Il Chronicles 7:13-14) With a heavy heart, Nehemiah
went to God in prayer, reminding Him of His promises.
(Nehemiah 1:8-9) He did not just ask for forgiveness of sin
but he also focused his prayer upon his plan of action. He
prayed that he might obtain divine favor from King
Artaxerxes, his master. Nehemiah was a cup-bearer for the
king.

A tearful face may communicate a message of anguish but
it never seeks for solution. No amount of tears can change a
sorrowful situation but prayer can change the ugly
situation. Being emotional, that is, weeping or mourning,
may be the nature of man but it has no value before God.
However, when you sow in prayer before God in the
wetness of your tears, it has a great impact in the presence
of God because tears mingled with prayer has a unique
language of anguish that only God can interpret. The Father
cannot bear to see His children undergoing anguish because
in the spiritual realm it presents Christians as spiritual
children without a Spiritual Father to deliver them from
their anguish. You can bet that our Heavenly Father will
rise to the occasion.
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Weep before God if need arise in your life
But let it come along with your prayer.
Your tears are products of your emotion
That expresses your anguish and pains

It reveals the lowliness of your spirit.

It has its own unique language:

That may wrongly be interpreted by man
But clearly communicates your heart to the Creator
The seed you sow in wetness of your tears
Will produce the fruit of joy and happiness
If you sow it in righteousness with prayer
And watch it growing in faith

- Michael A. Eleyinafe

It was reported of Hannah in Shiloh, that in the anguish of
her heart, she prayed, “In bitterness of soul Hannah wept
much and prayed to the Lord, And she made a vow, saying,
“O Lord Almighty, if you will only look upon your
servant’s misery and remember me, and not forget your
servant but give her a son, then | will give him to the Lord
for all the days of his life, and no razor will ever be used on
his head.” (I Samuel 1:10-11) We all know that God’s
hand is not shortened that he cannot save. With prayer, we
can move the mighty hands of Almighty God to our
advantage to receive the blessed desires of our hearts.

When a child of God prays according to the will of God, it
is like he is shaping or programming the unction of God in
the spiritual realm to function in the direction of his heart
desire. The changes you want to take place will be
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determined by the direction of your prayer. Nehemiah
prayed according to the will of God by reminding God of
His promises. “Remember the instruction you gave your
servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter
you among the nations, but if you return to me and obey my
commands, then even if your exiled people are at the
farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring
them to the place | have chosen as a dwelling for my
Name.’” (Nehemiah 1:8-9) When a child of God is
reminding God of His past deeds, he is claiming on the
precedent of the faithfulness of God. It is like a lawyer
before a judge quoting similarly decided cases to support
his case, leaving the judge with no option than to vindicate
him. Since the same law is applicable in the land, the judge
will not disregard the claim unless there is a clause in law
that can negate the claim. Again when you remind God of
His faithfulness in your prayer, you are invariably
ascertaining that His mercy endures for ever, that He is a
God that does not change. You are implying that God
honors His word and you are calling on Him to perform
what He has promised. Nehemiah prepared the spiritual
ground for his spiritual breakthrough. He made his spiritual
needs known before God. He concluded his prayer by
tabling the plan he had before God concerning the need at
hand — that he might have the mercy and divine favor of the
king Artaxerxes. He prayed, “Make thy servant successful
today, and grant him compassion before this man -- the
king.”

On behalf of Israel, Nehemiah, the seed of Abraham,
humbly sought the face of God in prayer by confessing the
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sins of the nation of Israel and pleaded for forgiveness. (Il
Chronicles 7:13-14) Can one man champion the course of
praying for forgiveness for a whole nation? Of course!
Abraham similarly interceded for Sodom and Gomorrah.
Although ten righteous men were the criteria of the
forgiveness of God for the two cities, but the cities could
not boast of ten righteous men. However, God preserved
the only righteous soul in Sodom and Gomorrah -- Lot and
his family. Likewise, Jesus prayed for the forgiveness of
our sins. “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they are doing.” (Luke 23:34) The same way, Stephen
interceded for the people that were stoning him when he
said “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” (Acts 7:60)

A passive approach cannot produce a remarkable solution
to a persistent troubling situation. Nehemiah did something
unusual to tackle the problem he was facing. He engaged in
the act of self denial by presenting his case before God with
fasting and praying. With faith in the Lord he took a further
bold step to back up his prayer. The divine favor of God
presented Nehemiah an opportunity to confront the king
with his needs in boldness but in utmost humility. He made
his needs known to the king and his request was granted.
“The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; he directs it
like a watercourse wherever he pleases.” (Proverbs 21:1)
With all these righteous steps, breakthrough is inevitable.
Nehemiah found favor in the eyes of king Artaxerxes and
all his requests were granted. He gained his freedom. He
was given power to be the governor of Jerusalem with
authority to rebuild the ruined city wall of Jerusalem.
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Beloved of the Lord, the sorrowful chapter of your life is a
concern to our Creator. He did not create us for sorrow and
pain. He has promised to deliver us from our troubles. In
the time of your trouble He is closer to you than what you
imagine. Open those sorrowful chapters of your life to Him
in your prayer. Lay everything bare before Him. You are
the only one that can reach Him with your difficulties better
than anyone. Nobody can do this for you. God is the author
of your life; he has solution to those difficult situations.
Think about how you can apply the lessons you learn from
this book to your own situations. With your fervent prayer
that takes its root in the will of God, He will understand the
language of your tears and intervene in your situation so
that as you are sowing in tears you will also reap in joy.
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CHAPTER
Wise Steps in
Difficult Mission

King Artaxerxes granted the requests of Nehemiah not only
with the word of mouth but also with the power and
authority of his throne as well as the abundance of his
wealth. The king gave Nehemiah a letter of authority to the
governors that were presently governing over Jerusalem
and other neighboring provinces that authorized Nehemiah
to rebuild the city walls of Jerusalem. Nehemiah was
accompanied by the captains of the army of the king and
horsemen to the governors so that they could give him
adequate recognition to carry out the assignment of the
king. The king also issued a letter to Asaph, the keeper of
king’s forest, to give Nehemiah sufficient timber for
building the wall. Nehemiah did another thing that was
remarkable. He took time to return all the glory and honor
unto God for His intervention concerning the divine favor
he received from the king. “The king’s heart is in the hand
of the Lord; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he
pleases.” (Proverbs 21:1) Nehemiah iterated this in
Nehemiah 2:8 that, “And the king granted me, according to
the good hand of my God upon me.”
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Nehemiah set out on his journey to rebuild Jerusalem with
nothing but the abundant wealth of God with him and the
backing of the Heavenly host. Nehemiah did not organize
a fund-raising. He did not call upon the lIsraelites in his
neighborhood for voluntary donation of money and
material wealth. He did not call a news conference of his
time to publicize his mission, neither did he make flyers to
request for donation as has characterized our ways of life.
He depended not on his fellow Israelites who were
residents in the ruined Jerusalem for the supply of building
materials. He totally counted on the divine provision of
God.

For the first three days after Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem
he maintained a low profile. Nobody knew he was around
save his immediate relatives, but as to his mission in
Jerusalem, nobody had any idea. Perhaps many did not
even know he was around. He would arise in the night
with a few closed and trustworthy men to survey the ruins
of the Temple and access the workload. Great leaders don’t
sleep while their subjects are sleeping. It is always the time
to tap into the highest authority in terms of meditation and
praying and planning. The leader that maintains this type of
close contact with God will not operate in the darkness.
Nobody knew what he was doing during the day time in
those three days. Perhaps he rested for a while and was
praying—committing the entire mission as well as the
hearts of the elders of lIsraelites into the hands of God
concerning the meeting he would have with them. There
were many things to seek the face of God for in
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the mission of Nehemiah. He needed to seek the face of
God in planning the mission, in seeking for building
materials and its continuous supply. He needed to seek the
face of God for coordination of the people. He needed to
seek the face of God to get the people interested and to
mobilize them in the rebuilding of the city. He needed to
seek the face of God against the problems that might arise
in the process of the rebuilding.

At last he met with the elders of Israelites to move changes
to take place in the mind of the remnant of the people of
Jerusalem. He told them about his mission. He did not tell
them of his prowess and his connections. He did not
mention his abilities. He did not occupy his time telling
them how unbearable it was to be a slave in a foreign land.
Rather, he magnified God before them and he made known
unto them that the hand of God was upon him and informed
them of the favor of the king he received. (Nehemiah 2:18)
He presented facts and figure with the plans already drawn
for the rebuilding of the city. He did not falsify information
about the goal in order to get the people interested. He told
them all they needed to know about the mission and the
possibilities of achieving the objectives. An important
lesson to learn here is that great leaders motivate others and
instill hopes and possibilities of his mission. There was
probably a multitude of questions. Nehemiah was up to the
task because he was well prepared to answer questions
relating to the project. The people that had earlier
considered themselves hopeless regained hope. Their lost
confident returned. They foresaw victory ahead of time
instead of defeat. They summoned courage and determined
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to team up with him. He finally asked for their co-operation
and support in his mission to build the city wall. They all
accepted him as their leader and agreed to rally round him
to provide the building materials and made themselves
available for the rebuilding of ruined city wall of
Jerusalem.

At the beginning of every good thing, one should watch
carefully because opposition will arise. Sanballat the
Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian
were all prominent governors but they did not want another
rise of Jerusalem. When they found out about the mission
of Nehemiah, they were exceedingly grieved that someone
had come to seek the welfare of the Israelites. They thought
that Jerusalem had now become a war-torn property in their
hands and was under their tight control. As a result, they
did not want the exiled Israelites to come back and
repossess their inheritance. They began their ferocious
attack against Nehemiah and the rest of the Israelites by
ridiculing, intimidating and discouraging the people.

Then Nehemiah did what his great ancestor, David, did
when he confronted Goliath in the Valley of Elah. “Thou
comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a
shield; but I came to thee in the name of Lord of hosts, the
God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.” (I
Samuel 17:45) He did like Hezekiah when Sennacherib
evaded Judah, “And for this cause, Hezekiah the king and
the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz prayed and cried to
heaven.” (II Chronicles 32:20) Nehemiah confronted his
enemies with the name of God and said, “The God of
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Heaven will prosper us, we His servant will arise and build
Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 4:1-3) The scornfulness of
Sanballat and the others spurred Nehemiah into action.
When you are the bottom of the ladder of life and the
enemies threaten and saying, “We shall see how you are
going to climb up to the top in life.” When they laugh at
you in contempt and their attitudes towards you becomes
discouraging and intimidating, it isn’t time to give up and
accepted defeat, because if you do this, enemy will rejoice
and triumph over you. Instead, it is time to stand up in a
resolute determination. Put on the spiritual garment of a
warrior and ready to fight. The quest obviously is not about
physical combat. Therefore put on the whole armor of God
and ready to turn the lemon of your life to lemonade.
Nehemiah did not call the meetings of elders of Israel to
discuss the insults of the enemies. He took the insults to
God in prayer and asked for His direct intervention in the
matter.

“Hear us, O our God, for we are despised. Turn their
insults back on their own heads. Give them over as
plunder in a land of captivity. Do not cover up their guilt or
blot out their sins from your sight, for they have thrown
insults in the face of the builders. Nehemiah 4:4-6

Remember, that the central purpose of enemy is to steal, to
kill and to destroy, (John 10:10) but Jesus has come that we
may have life and have it more abundantly. The purpose of
the harassment of Sanballat and others was to intimidate
the Israelites, to discourage them and to hinder their
activities on rebuilding the city. They conspired to fight
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against the inhabitants of Jerusalem so that the work might
be halted. Again Nehemiah was up to the task. This time,
he led the Israelites in prayer to God because he knew that
the prayer of the righteous can move the mighty hand of
God for deliverance. In addition, Nehemiah modified his
method of operation. They continued to build the city, and
at the same time they prepared themselves for any
eventualities. They set a watch against the enemy day and
night. The work did not stop. Half of the men continued the
work, and another half were equipped with spears, shields,
bows and armor. Those that were carrying materials did the
work with one hand and held their weapons with the other.
The undaunted appearance of the Israelites and their battle
readiness became intimidating to the enemies.

The Christian life journey is not in any way different from
the quest of rebuilding the city of Jerusalem of Nehemiah.
The life of man after the fall of Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden is like the ruined city walls of Jerusalem.
The kings and all the people that mattered in the time of
Jesus Christ were all hostile to the Son of God when he
came to remind them of the expectation of God concerning
man. Enemy messed up with the God’s beautiful work of
creation. Enemies will surely come to hinder the mission of
the servant of God so that deliverance will become
unattainable. Side attractions and temptations will surely
try to lure us away from the path of salvation. We must be
building upon our salvation with one hand and at the same
time equip ourselves with the sword of the spirit and be at
alert, watching and waiting for the activities of the intruders
— Satan and his agents. We need to ask ourselves, “What
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can separate us from the love of God?” (Romans 8:35-39)
At this point in our Christian life journey, we must look
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. (Hebrews
12:2) It is always sweet to reap in joy especially if you
have sown in tears. But before the harvest time, there will
be a period of waiting to weed off the tare around the vine.
Nurturing and maintenance of the vineyard will be
necessary because whatever you do during the waiting time
will determine the type of harvest you are going to reap.
The battle, of course, is not carnal, but spiritual. As the
Bible tells us, “The weapon of our warfare is not carnal ...”
(Il Corinthians 10:4) We must therefore take up the full
armor of God, that we may be able to resist the enemy.
(Ephesians 6:13-18) Do not compromise with enemy. Man
does not possess power to resist the devil on his own. The
first step is to submit yourself unto God. Submit yourself
unto God and resist the devil, it will flee from you. (James
4:7) Submit yourself unto God in terms of understanding
His precepts. Submit yourself unto God in righteousness
because whoever comes unto equity must come with clean
hands. If you want God to fight for you, your hands must
not be found soiled in the dross. Separate yourself unto
prayer, because when you have a direct access to the
Throne of Grace, your enemy is in trouble. It is only then
that you can resist the devil successfully.
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CHAPTER
Enemy Within

Now when it was reported to Sanballat and Tobiah and to
Geshem the Arab and to the rest of our enemies that | had
built the wall and that there was no gap left in it (though
up to that time | had not set up the doors in the gates),
Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, "Come and let
us meet together in one of the villages in the plain of
Ono." But they intended to do me harm. So | sent
messengers to them, saying, "l am doing a great work and
I cannot come down. Why should the work stop while |
leave it to come down to you?" They sent to me four times
in this way, and | answered them in the same manner. In
the same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant
to me with an open letter in his hand. In it was written, "It
is reported among the nations—and Geshem also says
it—that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you
are building the wall; and according to this report you
wish to become their king. You have also set up prophets
to proclaim in Jerusalem concerning you, "There is a king
in Judah!" And now it will be reported to the king
according to these words. So come, therefore, and let us
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confer together." Then | sent to him, saying, "No such
things as you say have been done; you are inventing them
out of your own mind" —for they all wanted to frighten us,
thinking, "Their hands will drop from the work, and it will
not be done." But now, O God, strengthen my hands. One
day when | went into the house of Shemaiah son of
Delaiah son of Mehetabel, who was confined to his house,
he said, "Let us meet together in the house of God, within
the temple, and let us close the doors of the temple, for
they are coming to kill you; indeed, tonight they are
coming to kill you." But | said, "Should a man like me run
away? Would a man like me go into the temple to save his
life? | will not go in!" Then | perceived and saw that God
had not sent him at all, but he had pronounced the
prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had
hired him. He was hired for this purpose, to intimidate me
and make me sin by acting in this way, and so they could
give me a bad name, in order to taunt me. Remember
Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these
things that they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah and
the rest of the prophets who wanted to make me afraid.
Nehemiah 6:1-14

When the report came to Sanballat and other enemies of
Israel that Nehemiah and his men had almost completed the
rebuilding of the walls of the city of Jerusalem, Sanballat
and Geshem requested to have a meeting with Nehemiah in
the village on the plane of Ono. Sanballat and others had
waited in vain, like vulture that is waiting for its prey to fall
down and die so that it can feast on him. The enemies of
Nehemiah were waiting for the failure of the project. They
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were waiting for misunderstanding to erupt within the
Israelites so that they can cash in on it and stop the project.
They were waiting for delay or abrupt stoppage of the
project. But contrary to the wishful thinking of enemy,
there was no failure. Things fell into right places according
to Nehemiah’s plan. There was a continuous supply of
material. There was unprecedented unity in the camp and
the people were cooperative and determined to complete
the project in a good time. Nehemiah continued to wax
stronger because the hand of God was upon him.

The same people that were laughing and jesting at the effort
of Nehemiah at the beginning were now perplexed and
confused. The success of Nehemiah on the project became
a threat to their existence. The enemies could not start a
pre-empt war against the Israelites because they were
battle-ready. The enemy schemed up a two-way attack
against Nehemiah and his men. They pretended as if they
wanted to become friendly with Nehemiah and lure him to
his death. In no doubt, the scheme was to harm him. The
righteous deed of a righteous man is always a pain in the
neck of the unrighteous. Nehemiah became an important
problem to the enemy as a result he was placed on the
priority list of their destructive scheme. They were
persistent in their request to have dialogue with Nehemiah.
Four times Sanballat sent an emissary to Nehemiah but he
turned down their requests. Let us learn from the wisdom
of Nehemiah. When enemy lures, he has no good intention
towards his adversary. One cannot expect a righteous and
peaceful fellowship between a cat and a rat. The allurement
of Satan towards Eve in the Garden of Eden was to steal
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their anointing of dominion. He attacked man through his
weakest link and made them disobey the law of God and as
a result, they lost everything. The devil also tried the same
to Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God, the Rock of Ages knew
better, He did not cave in for the allurement of Satan.
Secondly, light and darkness have nothing in common. At
the appearance of light, darkness will vanish. Nehemiah did
not cave in to their pressure. Rather he got himself
occupied with the work of the rebuilding and he continued
to look unto God. He simply told the evil emissaries that he
was busy and could not honor the meeting of Sanballat and
others.

The diligence of Nehemiah in focusing on the work of
rebuilding the Jerusalem wall was interpreted as arrogance
and regarded as contempt. The enemy came out in their
true color. The diplomacy of Sanballat could not make
Nehemiah to establish an unholy alliance with evil
governors. When ensnaring diplomacy of enemy to lure
Nehemiah failed, they began to assassinate his character.
Sanballat employed open confrontation against Nehemiah.
He sent a letter through his aide accusing Nehemiah of
plotting to revolt and made himself the king in Jerusalem,
again still requesting a meeting between them. Again
Nehemiah would not budge. He simply refuted the
allegation and went to God in prayer.

When the diplomacy and confrontation approach of
Sanballat against Nehemiah did not work, he resorted to
covert operation. It is easy to fight enemies that operate
from outside. It takes the grace of God to deal with enemy
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within that posed to be friend. Who can expect that there
could be an enemy among the Israelites that Sanballat
could use to arrange an evil meeting despite the close-knit
cooperation that existed between the war-torn remnants of
Israelites at the time. But Shemaiah became an instrument
in the hand Sanballat to arrange a meeting between him and
Nehemiah in the temple of God. Shemaiah told Nehemiah,
“Let us meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let
us close the temple door, because men are coming to kill
you — by night they are coming to kill you.” Nehemiah said
bluntly, “Should a man like me run away? Or should one
like me go into the temple to save his life? I will not go!” In
order words, Nehemiah was saying, “lI cannot desert the
people that God had placed in my hand to lead in order to
save myself. 1 would rather die in protecting the lives and
properties of my people than to run away saving myself and
leave them in jeopardy of destruction.” Nehemiah realized
that the prophecy of Shemaiah was not from God and that
he had been hired by Sanballat. Again Nehemiah went to
God in prayer, committing this insider-enemy and the false
prophets into the hand of God for their wickedness.

| watched a documentary called Wild America recently. A
wasp was about to reproduce. In its preparation towards
this, the insect built a tiny house of mud on the trunk of
tree, in which its offspring will develop from the larvae
stage to imago stage. Several times the wasp came to the
site with balls of mud in its tiny hands. Meanwhile, as the
wasp was building the house, a fly, another insect that can
be described as an enemy of the wasp, was also waiting and
watching all the activities of the wasp. It knew all the
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efforts of the wasp and was closely monitoring it. It was
watching and waiting for the right time to strike. Whenever
the wasp went out to obtain mud, the fly would come to the
site to inspect how far the wasp had gotten. In real life, this
is the same way spiritual enemy spies on our lives and
destiny with one evil motive in mind—to steal our
anointing, and to kill us if possible. If they cannot achieve
either, they’ll try to destroy the gift of God in our hand.
When the building was almost complete, the wasp went out
to bring a paralyzed butterfly larva into the house that will
serve as food for its offspring. Unwittingly the wasp just
laid its egg in the house of mud it labored to build and went
out for the last ball of mud to seal up the house. Before it
came back, the fly went into the house and laid its egg in a
hidden corner beside the wasp egg. The evil strategy of fly
was not as a result of its laziness nor did it want its
offspring to share the same home with the offspring of
wasp. The evil intention of the fly was that the butterfly
larva and the offspring of the wasp may become an extra
food reserve for its own offspring because the larva of a fly
develops faster than the larva of a wasp. When the wasp
came back with the ball of mud, it just sealed the house
thinking that its offspring will soon emerge from the house
of mud.

Nehemiah was very vigilant in the spirit, but above all, he
committed his protection and that of the faithful Israelites
working with him into the hand of God. He prayed that
God might strengthen his hands at the crucial moment
when the finishing touches of the rebuilding of the city wall
were on and that the plans of enemies might be frustrated.
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God honored the prayer of Nehemiah and the project was
successfully completed to the detriment of the enemies.
When the enemies heard of the completion of the
rebuilding they were downcast because of their inability to
hinder the project. In the end, they concurred that the hand
of God manifested in the work.

At the apex of your achievement, at that very point when
you are putting the finishing touches on what God has
given you grace to accomplish be very careful and vigilant.
There is no doubt that the excitement of the completion of
the work might occupy your mind, but be careful because
you don’t know the plan of the enemy who is waiting and
watching you. “If you think you are standing firm, be
careful that you don’t fall!” (I Corinthians 10:12) Enemy
may want to cash in on your slight mistake. If you want to
reap in joy what you have sown in tears, especially in the
midst of enemy, carefulness must be your watchword at the
edge of your accomplishment.
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CHAPTER
Stop and Fix the
Shaky Foundation

Now there was a great outcry of the people and of their
wives against their Jewish brothers. For there were those
who said, "We, our sons and our daughters are many;
therefore let us get grain that we may eat and live." There
were others who said, "We are mortgaging our fields, our
vineyards and our houses that we might get grain because
of the famine." Also there were those who said, "We have
borrowed money for the king's tax {on} our fields and our
vineyards. Now our flesh is like the flesh of our brothers,
our children like their children. Yet behold, we are forcing
our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some of our
daughters are forced into bondage {already,} and we are
helpless because our fields and vineyards belong to
others." Then | was very angry when | had heard their
outcry and these words. | consulted with myself and
contended with the nobles and the rulers and said to
them, "You are exacting usury, each from his brother!"
Therefore, | held a great assembly against them. | said to
them, "We according to our ability have redeemed our
Jewish brothers who were sold to the nations; now would
you even sell your brothers that they may be sold to us?"
Then they were silent and could not find a word {to
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say.} Again | said, "The thing which you are doing is not
good; should you not walk in the fear of our God because
of the reproach of the nations, our enemies? "And
likewise I, my brothers and my servants are lending them
money and grain. Please, let us leave off this usury.
"Please, give back to them this very day their fields, their
vineyards, their olive groves and their houses, also the
hundredth {part} of the money and of the grain, the new
wine and the oil that you are exacting from them." Then
they said, "We will give {it} back and will require nothing
from them; we will do exactly as you say." So | called the
priests and took an oath from them that they would do
according to this promise. | also shook out the front of my
garment and said, "Thus may God shake out every man
from his house and from his possessions who does not
fulfill this promise; even thus may he be shaken out and
emptied." And all the assembly said, "Amen!" And they
praised the LORD. Then the people did according to this
promise. Nehemiah 5:1-13

Nehemiah was on the mission to rebuild the ruined walls of
Jerusalem. He took every positive and righteous steps
expected of the children of God to precede the work. In
humility, he sought the face of God, confessed the sins of
Israelites and asked Him for forgiveness. He assembled the
elders of Israel and the work of rebuilding of the wall
began. The enemies were waging a war of distraction and
intimidation. The Israelites held weapons in one hand while
the work of rebuilding was going on. Nehemiah had been a
healing vessel to the remnant of house hold of Israelites to
raise their hopes that the mercy of God has come. He was
an encouragement to the brokenhearted people of Israel.
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He was an instrument to restoration of self worthiness and
self-esteem among the people of God.

And there was a great outcry from within. The outcry was
not as a result of war from the enemy. It was not an internal
conflict, but it was an unbearable pain that poverty had
subjected them to. The outcry was about the
unrighteousness and injustice that the noble men were
inflicting against the poor. It was about the oppressive
usury and undue advantage of the noble men in Israel. The
noble men were extorting the poor because of the debt they
owed to procure grains so that they can to stay alive during
the difficult moment in the country. They made them to pay
an excessive or illegally high rate of interest on the money
they borrowed. At this time in Israel usury was not only
illegal but also a violation of the law of God, yet these
nobles made the poor ones sell their children into slavery.
War might have been a reason why one may lose their
loved ones to enemy but how unbearable will it be if the
evil practices of some close neighbors who were supposed
to be friends was the reason why they lose their biological
children to enemy in terms of slavery.

Nehemiah pondered when he heard the outcry. Let us
ponder as well and ask ourselves few questions: Why was
Nehemiah rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem? Our answer
will include, “protection and safeguard of lives and
property in order to restore the glory of the city of
Jerusalem.” If so, should Nehemiah continue to build the
wall of protection round the wicked people so that they can
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continue in their atrocities? Absolutely not! Nehemiah, a
courageous leader, asked the Israelites to set aside the
rebuilding work of the city wall and called the assembly of
the righteous to address the pressing issue that concerns the
poor majority among them.

"You shall not afflict any widow or orphan. "If you afflict
him at all, {and} if he does cry out to Me, | will surely hear
his cry; and My anger will be kindled, and | will kill you
with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and
your children fatherless. "If you lend money to My people,
to the poor among you, you are not to act as a creditor to
him; you shall not charge him interest. "If you ever take
your neighbor's cloak as a pledge, you are to return it to
him before the sun sets, for that is his only covering; it is
his cloak for his body. What else shall he sleep in? And it
shall come about that when he cries out to Me, | will hear
{him,} for | am gracious. Exodus 22:22-27

'Now in case a countryman of yours becomes poor and
his means with regard to you falter, then you are to
sustain him, like a stranger or a sojourner, that he may
live with you. 'Do not take usurious interest from him, but
revere your God, that your countryman may live with you.
'You shall not give him your silver at interest, nor your
food for gain. Leviticus 25:35-37

"If there is a poor man with you, one of your brothers, in
any of your towns in your land which the LORD your God
is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close
your hand from your poor brother; but you shall freely
open your hand to him, and shall generously lend him
sufficient for his need {in} whatever he lacks. "Beware that
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there is no base thought in your heart, saying, 'The
seventh year, the year of remission, is near,' and your eye
is hostile toward your poor brother, and you give him
nothing; then he may cry to the LORD against you, and it
will be a sin in you. "You shall generously give to him, and
your heart shall not be grieved when you give to him,
because for this thing the LORD your God will bless you
in all your work and in all your undertakings. "For the poor
will never cease {to be} in the land; therefore | command
you, saying, 'You shall freely open your hand to your
brother, to your needy and poor in your land.'
Deuteronomy 15:7-11

He called a large town meeting that comprised of the
noblemen and the poor, the city officials and priests in
Israel to deal with the issue. God’s concern for the poor is
revealed in almost every book of the Bible. The practice of
the noblemen of Israel at this time was a direct violation of
the law of God in Exodus 22:25. Fairness to the poor and
oppressed was central to following God. This is clearly
spelled out in the Law of Moses. The way we help those in
need ought to mirror God’s love and His merciful concern.
Nehemiah told the nobles and officials to return
immediately the properties they had taken from the poor
and the usury they had charged them.

The hidden agenda of wickedness of the noblemen and the
officials were uncovered. The noblemen reasoned
according to the law of God, were convicted of their
wickedness and all concurred to change. The noblemen and
the officials in Israel said, “We will give it back, and we
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will not demand anything more from them. We will do as
you say.” Nehemiah did not buy their cheap promises. He
made them to live by their words. He summoned the
priests and made the nobles and officials take an oath to do
what they had promised. In a prophetic seal, Nehemiah
also shook out the folds of his robe and said, “In this way
may God shake out of his house and possessions every man
who does not keep this promise. So may such a man be
shaken out and emptied!” And the whole assembly said,
“Amen, and praised the Lord.” The nobles and officials
lived according to their promise.

In our society today, some husbands and wives will emerge
from different rooms with a pretentious smile in their faces
to welcome their unsuspecting visitor as if all is well in a
home that is on the verge of collapse. But as soon as the
visitor leaves they resort to their old ways of cat and
mouse. Some couples put up a window-dressing pretence
of peace in the presence of their little kids while they are at
each others throat and terribly wounded in their spirits.
They always think mischievously and say, “We do not want
to hurt the children.” In actuality they are ruining
themselves and at the same time unwittingly ruining the
future of those kids. A problem discussed in time is
problem resolved in time. An undisclosed problem will
fester until ultimately there is a chaotic explosion of
grievances. Some siblings fall out against each other in an
unprecedented hatred and still maintain, in pretence, that
they are one family. There are also pretentious peaceful
relationships of brotherhood in the household of God when
in actual fact they are harboring grudges and malice against
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each other. | challenge you with this question: Upon what
foundation are you building on — sand or rock? Also, what
are you building a protective wall around to safeguard? If
your coexistence as husband and wife in your matrimonial
home is so important to your children’s life, fix the
squabbles that have broken down the wall of your home.
Man may succeed in deceiving man but no one can deceive
God because He knows the intent of man’s heart.

It is possible to propose to sow in tears in anticipation of
reaping in joy but it will be a double tragedy if we harvest
devourers with our preserved grains. For your information
brethren, sin is a devourer. It eats up righteousness in man
and makes nonsense of your good works and exposes your
spiritual poverty in hell fire. Don’t build a wall of
protection around your secret sins. Do not build your
Christian life around grudge and malice. It does not
correlate! Expose your sins because it contaminates your
righteous walk with God. Expose the work of darkness
because it is contrary to the path way of light. The Bible
says, “Whosoever covereth his sins shall not prosper.” Fix
the sinful life in repentance. If you are unable to fix it
yourself, lay the problem before God and cry unto Him to
fix it for you.
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CHAPTER
Harvest Time

The rebuilding of the city wall of Jerusalem was finally
completed in fifty-two days, a surprisingly short time to
complete a gigantic project of that magnitude. The enemies
heard about it and they lost their self-confidence because
they knew that there was divine help in the completion of
the project. Nehemiah expressed his joy for the victorious
quest in a new dimension. He did not lead the Israelites into
the street and began to jubilate for the exceptional
achievement. Instead, he reflected on the events of the
fifty-two days since they have begun the project. He
thought about the dangers and risks in the hurdles they have
crossed. He pondered over the evil schemes of the
Sanballat and other enemies and their eventual failures. He
was able to evidently behold the mighty hands of God that
had given them the unmerited victory and could see clearly
the reason why he should glorify God Almighty.

He also considered the existing spiritual loopholes in the
lifestyles of the Jerusalem residents. He began to map out
how he can create room for a lasting peace in the city and
at the same time adequately prepared the people for the
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abundant blessing of God to come. Nehemiah began to
apply the finishing touches. The doors of the city were set
in their places and the gatekeepers were appointed. The
standard policies on the time to open and shut the city gates
daily and how it should be shut were established in order to
ensure the security of the residents. In addition, the
residents of Jerusalem were appointed as the guards to
stand at posts in case of intruders.

Nehemiah did not stop at this alone; he went further in
putting the spiritual finishing touch in rebuilding the spirit
of the people of Israel in the presence of God. The people
of God were assembled together and Ezra, the priest, read
the Law of Moses aloud, so that people could clearly hear
and understand what God required of them. The Israelites
heard the law of God, for the first time in that generation,
and it became meaningful to them. They realized where
they had fallen and they broke down and wept bitterly.
Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and the Levites
who were instructing the people comforted them and said,
“This day is sacred to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or
weep.” One may wonder, “What is in this law of God that
made the Israel weep?” A brief digression to provide an
answer to this question unfolds a deep revelation.

The law of God is an expression of His love to humanity
that expressly implied an expectation that, “In as much as
man is created in the very image of God, man will live in
the liberty of holiness of God and their choices will be
according to the divine intentions of God.” God gave a law
to Adam and Eve which they faithfully lived up to and
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enjoy the bliss thereof until the Devil deceived them in the
Garden of Eden. God gave law to Moses on Mount Sinai
and the law was also handed down to all Israelites. God
commanded Joshua, “Do not let this Book of Law depart
from your mouth: meditate on it day and night, so that you
may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will
be prosperous and successful. ” (Joshua 1:8) Joshua read
the law to the whole assembly of Israelites before they
departed to their allotted share of the Promise Land and he
bade them not to depart from it so that prosperity and
success may always be their portion. However, the
Israelites soon forgot their wilderness experience and all
the mighty things that the Heavenly Father did for them and
they all reaped the horrible fruit of their negative choices.

Some people consider the law of God as a limitation of
man’s activities on earth. Contrary to this perception, the
law sets man at liberty to dwell in holiness and allow the
presence of God to dwell with man in order that man may
be able to tap into the realm of the spirit and receive the
divine blessing of God. Obedience to the law of God is a
choice and it is the criteria of the manifestation of
prosperity and success He had earmarked for mankind. If
man lives according to the law of God, the positive
consequences of his obedience of the law will bring forth
heavenly blessing for him.

Beloved, the divine information of how the Israelites had
erred led to their sincere repentance that brought forth
divine restoration. The people had a solemn assembly and
they all confessed their sins. They all declared, in an
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agreement under oath, to follow the law of God and
carefully abide by His commandments. They vowed: to
keep the Sabbath holy, not to sell or buy things on Sabbath
or on holy days in Israel, never to give their daughters in
marriage to strangers nor allow their sons to marry
strangers. The law of God that was against intermarriage of
Israelites with their neighbor was not intent to discriminate
against others tribes; it was a measure that was intent on
separating the Israelites from the despicable abomination of
idolatry of their heathen neighbors. God loves unity and
advocates for it among his children but He abhors
detestable idolatry practices.

At long last, the city wall of Jerusalem was dedicated unto
the Lord. The Levites were gathered and made to occupy
their rightful position in Israel as the priests that served the
table of the Lord. They were ceremonially prepared in
purification to lead the celebration of the joyful dedication
of the city wall. The people were purified as well as the city
gates and the wall. The people offered praises and
thanksgiving unto the Lord in songs with musical
instruments and greatly rejoiced before the Lord.

When the city wall was almost completed, Nehemiah added
a few finishing touches. He did not paint the wall with
choice colors or put barb-wire on top of the wall to prevent
intruders. He put everything in their proper places.
Nehemiah critically considered why the people of God had
fallen out of favor with God so as to prevent a reoccurrence
of the same unfortunate error. He took time to address the
situation of their hearts. He put the law of God in their
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proper places in the heart of the Israelites when he revealed
their spiritual errors so that they would never go astray
again. He endeavored to block all the loopholes of their
spiritual weak links of the past with the knowledge of the
law of God. He set up regulations on the opening and
locking of the city gates and encouraged the Israelites to
observe all the spiritual ordinances of God.

An important lesson here is that some of us are going
through the processes of healing of the wounds that
insensitivity, lack of tender loving care, sins, anger and
rage has caused in our family. It is time to look back and
diagnose what caused the rift in the first place. It is time to
put the law of God in place within the family to ensure that
the same squabbles that almost rocked the boat of the
family will never be allowed to occur again. If the family
was not seeking the face of God in prayer and encouraging
each other with the word of God before, they should begin
to call upon the name of the Lord because the family that
prays together stays together. Time should be set for the
family to fellowship with other Christians in order to learn
from the wealth of wisdom of God’s words in the Church.
It is time to reflect upon those besetting sins that almost
paralyzed the covenant of marriage in the family and
completely desist from it. These adjustments are signs of
true repentance. The joy of the Lord in every Christian
home is not expected to end in this world. It transcends
these earthly limitations and extends to eternity in the
presence of God, who is the unseen Leader in every
Christian family. Therefore, lock in your ways of life, your
family life and the way you relate to others, in the righteous
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plan of God. Then you will uncover the everlasting joy that
exists in sowing in tears.
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CHAPTER
Reflect on this!

Perfectly, God has created you at the beginning and He
looked upon man and remarked, “You are good.” What
ever you are today, and no matter the level of your assumed
success, you are not the same perfect creature He has
created at the beginning. Your assumed spiritual
achievement now is only a remnant of the goodness He
purposed for your life. In order words, you are not yielding
the maximum fullness of life according to God’s plan for
your life at the beginning. The enemy has visited your
habitation and carted away your anointing. Enemy has
invaded the holiness in you and has left you desecrated.
You have become the ruined and broken-down city.
Worldliness has taken over the godliness in you. In fact,
your flesh is in agreement with your worldly environment,
assuring deceptively that everything about you is alright.
Your vibrant spirit is down and has become dejected
because of your departure from your first love who is the
Lord.

But your ‘“Nehemiah,” in the person of Jesus Christ has
come to rebuild your broken down city. Your body is the
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sanctuary of the Holy Spirit in you. Your “Nehemiah” has
come to gather your pieces together, to mold and shape you
to become a vessel for the glory of God. The wind of
change has begun. And that change has to begin with you
because you are the hope of the peace of future. You are
the hope of the peace of your home, the transforming
instrument of peace of your community. The chaff is being
blown off, thereby revealing the precious grain to be
gathered into the barn of the Father. He has come to put
every thing about your life in their rightful position. All He
is asking for is your permission to give Him access into
your life to rebuild the brokenness. As Nehemiah asked the
elders of Israel to cooperate with him to rebuild the broken
down city, in the same way Jesus Christ is asking for your
co-operation, because without this He cannot rebuild you.
Dear friend, please allow Him to have His way in your life.

As Jesus Christ has begun a good work in your life,
cooperate with Him so that He may bring it to a successful
completion. He is aware of the activities of the external
enemies -- the powers and principalities, the rulers of
darkness and the spiritual wickedness in the high places --
the Sanballats and the Tobiahs that are terrorizing your life
and luring you to destruction. However, Christ is advising
you to ignore them and focus on Him because He is the
author and finisher of your faith. Nevertheless, he advises
that you should put on the whole armor of God that you
may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. He is
also aware of the enemy within; the Shemaiahs in your life
called the ‘flesh’ that always conspire with the soul
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to drag down the spirit of God in you, but He asks you to
deny the flesh because sin is the food of the flesh. Do not
allow the work of flesh to rule and ruin your second chance
in the hand of your ‘Nehemiah,’ Jesus Christ.

Satan does not care whether you are a born-again Christian.
He does not care whether you have a relationship with God
Almighty. Nonetheless, he may hinder you so that you find
it difficult to get to this level in your Christian journey but
it does not really bother him as long as you are still walking
in ignorance. As long as you do not lay your hand upon the
divine information that can deliver you from your spiritual
ignorance and elevate you to attain divine authority that
will reveal your spiritual authority to you about your
dominion mandate. You need divine information to get to
the divine destiny that God wants for your life. The divine
information is the scripture, the manual of your destiny.
David described it, “as a lamp unto his feet and a light unto
his path.” (Psalm 119:105) That is why the children of God
should begin to seriously take the word of God into
consideration. We must begin to seek to know the mind of
God concerning His word so as to be effective in His will.
Whether we accept this fact or not, we are fighting our
spiritual battle against the “evil master,” -- master of deceit,
master of destruction, master of manipulation.

Is it not scary to hear that some of the familiar spirits ride
upon some of the ignorant born again Christians to their
evil meetings in the night. In fact, the believer that these
evil spirits manipulate and use is like when a wealthy man
rides in a choice car like Lexus, Mercedes, etc. around as a
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means of transportation. A beloved brother gave a
gruesome testimony about his experience. The following is
the scary account of the ignorant brother who never took
God’s word seriously.

“l was once in a horrible situation before. | realized that
I was always flying in my dream before, | did not
always know when and where | took off neither did |
know when and where | landed but whenever |
eventually woke up, | would find myself perspiring
profusely, so weak and tired. Until one day | said within
me, “I know that | am neither a witch nor wizard, but
why am | flying every night? Where do | normally fly
to? Where did | take off? These were the questions that
I could not answer. Obviously, this is the work of
enemy! I prayed and said before God, “I am your child,
and | believe that | have been redeemed by the blood of
Jesus Christ, if I am being manipulated and used by the
evil spirit as a means of transportation to their evil
meeting, Lord Jesus Christ deliver me, I prayed.” On
this faithful night I slept as usual, and | was in the
dream flying. I began to say, “In Jesus name,” “In Jesus
name,” as [ was flying. All of a sudden, I was caught in
the web of electric wire. | was electrocuted and | crash
landed in the dream. | thought | was dead and then, I
woke up. | was totally exhausted and weak. | was
breathing heavily. | saw everything that happened in the
dream but I could not figure how and why it happened.
I did not know how | made it back to life again, but
through His grace | am still alive today. However, that
was the last time | ever fly in my dream.
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It was when | departed from the mediocre Christian life
and began to take my calling serious. | found in the
divine manual called, Bible, that, “whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 2:21)
The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous
runneth into it and is saved. (Proverb 18:10) At last |
know the truth, which is the word of God, and the truth
sets me free. Praise God.

When you become a born again Christian, the spirit of God
in you becomes activated and begins to be sensitive to the
things of the Spirit. That is why, for the first time in your
life you become appreciative of the love of Jesus Christ and
accept Him as your Savior. But it does not end there. You
must continue to nurture the spiritual baby in you with the
word of God for it to grow and bear fruit. The word of God
is the food of the spirit. Seek to know the law of God from
the Bible and walk in the expected new relationship you
have established with Him. This knowledge will reveal
your spiritual errors. Confess all the known sins that you
have committed and repent of all of them. Do not give sin
an inch in your life any longer, otherwise it will carve for
itself an apartment of unrighteousness. Get rid of malice
and don’t hold on to any grudges. Love others according to
the will of God and also live in righteousness. Give no
room to lust, immoralities and perversive behaviors that is
the order of the day in this age. Expose those hidden sins in
your life, expose the work of darkness and ask the Lord
Jesus Christ to remove them. The Bible says, “Whosoever
covereth his sins shall not prosper.”
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This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and
look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good ways is,
and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls...”
(Jeremiah 6:16) The ancient paths are the laws and
commandments of God that has become unpopular and
unappreciated in our days. Beloved, when you are sowing
in tears, seek for the righteous path of life and walk in it.
Let the word of God be your compass and your guide.
Make it a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your path.
The Lord God will bless your ways and you will discover
the joy in sowing in tears when you finally find rest for
your soul.
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CHAPTER
Prayer Points

Have mercy me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion blot out my
transgressions. Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse
me from my sin. (Psalm 51:1-2)

e Lord, | lift up the foundation of my home before you,
let the divine light of your word search and reveal our
besetting sins. Let humility lead us to genuine
repentance before you O God. Empower us to let go
those personal ego that arrogates itself against your
commandments, and from our high horses, Lord, let
us come down in subjection to your authority. Let our
differences be lost in your love. Oh God and let your
peace that pass all understanding be an antidote to
any chaos in my family in Jesus name.

God is our refuge and strength, an ever present help in
trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give
way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam and the mountains
quake with their surging. (Psalm 46:1-3)
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Lord, expose the spiritual leakages in my family, let
the blood of Jesus Christ block the demonic access
to my family. Give me the courage to uproot the seed
of discord in my family and make a pronouncement
of healing into my relationship with my spouse and
my children; let the joy of the Lord replaces the
squabbles, moody and boredom of my family in
Jesus name.

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; in you | trust, O my
God. Do not let me be put to shame, nor let my
enemies triumph over me. (Psalm 25:1-2)

Lord, as | have made up my mind to rebuild my
broken down life, guide me in the path of
righteousness and encourage me in your truth so
that | will not build around devourers. Let me build
around righteousness O Merciful Father and let my
faith in you be unwavering. Shake the confidence of
my enemies O Lord and frustrate the plans of those
who are waiting to celebrate my failures, in Jesus
name.

The Lord swore an oath to David, a sure oath that he
will not revoke: “One of your own descendants | will
place on your throne - if your sons keep my covenant
and the statutes | teach them, then their sons will sit on
your throne for ever and ever.”

(Psalm 132:11-12)
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Merciful Father, | make a covenant of righteousness
before you today; Help me to honor my righteous
pledges as | walk with you, Mighty God. As | decide
today to sow in tears in order that | may reap in joy, |
subject myself before you to honor the tenet of my
calling, even if my righteous efforts are unappreciated
by man, and my obedience to your law is wrongly
interpreted as foolishness, let your divine comfort,
courage and peace guide me through the destiny of my
life, in Jesus name.

N and others readers of this
book lift up ourselves before your presence Almighty
God, let the inspired truth that this book revealed
established us in the path of life and let your word
set us free and make us to be free indeed in Jesus
name.

Lord, as | join my hand of fellowship with other
partners to bear the gospel light of Jesus Christ to
the utmost part of the world and as we set out to
partake in this great commission, let the anointed
power of Holy Spirit seal the word in the hearts of our
loved ones and let the power in the blood of Jesus
Christ pave the way of salvation unto them in Jesus
name.

| pray for the sponsors and the partners of Christ
Light Bearers Ministry that as they have sown the
seed of faith in our good ground that God may
abundantly bless them and reward them in hundred
folds, in Jesus name.
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Pray that God may enlarge the coast of Christ Light
Bearers so that the entire world may be reached with
the word of God. Pray for the authors, editors,
coordinators and all people that are working behind
the scene of Christ Light Bearers Ministry that God
may continue to give them divine vision and
direction, wisdom and understanding to execute the
projects of the ministry.
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on this! Series. If you would
like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, please pray
the prayer in the box below. Please note that you are about to make the
most important decision in your life, please pay a careful attention to
what you are saying and what you are doing.

Lord Jesus Christ, | know that you are the Son of Living God.
You died for me on the Cross. | know that | have sinned in my
thoughts, words and actions. There are so many good things |
failed to do. There are so many sinful things | have done. |
confess all my wrongdoings and | am truly sorry for my sinful
life. | now turn away from everything | considered to be sinful.
Have mercy upon me, Lord and forgive me all my sins. You
gave your life as a ransom for my soul; | gratefully give my life
to you. | humbly invite you to come into my life as my Savior
to redeem me, and as my Friend to be with me for ever. My
Lord and my King, | will serve you all the remaining years of
my life in complete obedience to your words, Amen.

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of mind,
rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you now. We also
join the heavenly host to rejoice with you and we say, “You are welcome
to the fold of believers.” There are important things you must know and
the steps you have to take. Please get in contact with a Bible Believing
Living Church near you to know more about the love of God. Please tell
us about your faith. Fill your name and the date of your decision in the
Decision Page at the next page. It is important you give us a feedback
for the purpose of follow up. Please feel free to write to us so that we
can send you some materials that will help you in your Christian walk.
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DECISION PAGE

Name  —=mmmmmm oo

Address

E-mail Address

Hereby confess by faith today (Date)
that Jesus Christ is the Son of Living God. He died for me on the
Cross of Calvary and | am redeemed with His precious blood. |
wholeheartedly repented my sins and | believed that the Heavenly
Father has forgiven me my sins. | am now counted among the
righteous as one of the children of God through the special adoption
by His blood. | begin my Christian journey in the newness of life
observing His precepts according to the word of God each day of my
life until | see Him face to face in Heaven.

Beloved of the Lord,

Please make photocopy of this page for all those who have
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior through this ministry and
mail it to us at the address below for the purpose of follow-up as
well as a feedback about the faithfulness of God in our ministry.

Michael A. Eleyinafe
Christ Light Bearers Inc.
P. 0. Box 141, New York, NY 10163
www.christlightbearers.com
e-mail: mike@christlightbearers.com
Tel. No. (718) 825-6564
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Our Mission

Christ Light Bearers Ministry is a not-for-profit, Christian organization
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our mission is to reach out to the
world with the word of God. We have been evangelizing the world since
February 7, 1999 through tracts, weekly Bible Study and Daily Prayer
Guide published by this Ministry.

WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT

I want you to know that you only need one book — Bible — to read and
to grasp enough of the divine wisdom of God in order to fit in
perfectly into the kingdom of God. And you have the entire lifetime to
graduate in the School of Holy Spirit and become transformed to be a
golden vessel for the Master’s use. A simple heart, a willing and
yielding spirit will help you to start well. An obedient heart and
unwavering trust in Him will guide you in the journey of life. A
determined spirit to continue faithfully in righteousness will see you
through to His righteous side. Why don’t you start today? The Holy
Spirit will teach you! | believe that Reflect on this! series will also
help you.

Michael A. Eleyinafe
President, CLB Ministry
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