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ABOUT THE MINISTRY

Christ Light Bearers Ministry is a non-
denominational Christian Publication Ministry
that God blessed with a vision to proclaim the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our mission is
to reach out to the entire world with the word of
God. We began our Internet outreach in
February 1999 with one important goal—to
provide positive and inspirational messages,
obviously in contrast to the unsuitable and filthy
information that satanic agents offer to this
generation on the internet. Our website
www.christlightbearers.com, is centered on
proclaiming Christ’'s gospel. We thank God for
helping us to touch the world with the beauty of
Jesus Christ with our various publications. 14
Evangelical Tracts, 8 series of Reflect on This!
Books, and lately 8 mini-books of Pocket
Ministers Series are some of the good things
that God is doing in the ministry. In addition we
publish Weekly Bible Studies, Daily Prayer Guide
and various Christian Articles on the internet
and in the newspapers. To learn more about this
ministry, please visit our website
www.christlightbearers.com or write to us at our
address.



INTRODUCTION

Almost every shirt or dress has a pocket.
Every pant has at least a pocket. The pocket
is meant to hold something handy and useful
for our daily use. That is why we put our
money, keys, and purses in our pocket.
Corporate geniuses are designing virtually
everything to fit in our pocket. Gone are the
days of bulky cell phones. Slim and sleek cell
phones like the RAZR are now in vogue. We
have the i-pod, pocket camera, pocket radio,
pocket PC, PDA, etc. The credit cards are
designed to fit into your wallet (which fits in
your pocket). But do you notice that nearly all
the stuff in our pockets satisfies the flesh and
the word of God says, “Man shall not live by
bread alone.” (Luke 4:4) This is the thought
that give birth to Pocket Ministry.

Pocket Ministry has one singular goal—to
keep you abreast with the word of God
anywhere you go. It is the intention of our
Heavenly Father that we may be revived by
the word, strengthened by the word, equipped
by the word and through the power of His
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word we may have our whole being because
the scripture described the word of God as
spirit and life. (John 6:63) The first product of
Pocket Ministry is Pocket Minister Series.
Pocket Minister is a slim Christian literature
series packed with the anointed word of God.
Pocket Minister is a slim book but strong
enough to stop the fiery-darts of hell fire that
satanic agents aimed at your hearts. Pocket
Minister Series is like having a one-on-one
ministration with a seasoned minister. It is
one slim book with one powerful message of
God that will realign your spiritual focus unto
your Creator. Read the Pocket Ministers
Series prayerfully to enrich your spirit with the
power of God. You will never feel bored
reading Pocket Ministers. Remember, Pocket
Ministry puts a piece of Jesus Christ, the word
of God in your pocket to be your companion.
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The Burden Bearer

In the mission of Jesus Christ there were
twelve apostles. They woke up with him in
the morning and slept near him in the
evening. They listened to his word of
wisdom. They witnessed the power of
heaven manifesting miracles on earth. The
sick were made whole. The hungry were
fed. They were taken through so many
issues and many storms of life in order that
they might experience the power of the
Savior.

In the School of Christ, there was no
classroom. Christ was the reason why the
apostles gathered. And as such, Christ was
their classroom. Christ in the anointed
power of Holy Spirit was their teacher.
There was no chalkboard. No jotting pad.
No hand out. No tape recorder. Perhaps you
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are wondering how they could learn
without these supplies. They did not need
supplies, they only needed Christ. In Him
they lived. In Him their needs were met.
They beheld the power of heaven with their
eyes and had hands-on experience of the
Heavenly God. They experienced divine
encounters with God that were permanently
imprinted on their minds.

Christ prayerfully chose the disciples, and
they followed Him. Among the twelve He
chose are beloved disciples. There was a
betrayer among them. A denier was in their
midst. In between these chosen vessel of
honor was a doubter. Was there any
mistake in the selection of Christ?
Absolutely not! That was the mystery of his
perfection. He was their Creator. He knew
man inside out. He knew them before they
were born. He knew their beginning and
their end. And yet He gathered together the
imperfect men to surround Him. These are
the people he worked with, dwelt with and
-2-
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ate with. They are the measuring scale of
human weakness in the hands of God. They
represented the sinful world that needed
redemption. They were the reflection of the
miserable life that man had been living
since the fall of Adam in Eden. But each
disciple had an important tool in their hand
called ‘weakness.” The tool was of great
interest to God. The Heavenly Father
intended to transform the weak instruments
and perfect His work through them to
confound the wise. These disciples, the
weak tools are the people Jesus Christ daily
lifted up to the Father early in the morning
that they might be transformed for God’s
glory. They are the people He shaped and
molded for 3 years. They were the people
He made His partner in the demonstration
of the love God to the entire humanity.

The disciples were on-campus students in

the tuition free but power-packed School of

Christ. They were nurtured in the love of

God. They were adequately instructed even
-3-
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with free private tutorial of Jesus Christ to
enlighten  them  with  the  detail
understanding of His message. Every
sermon was part of the curriculum of the
disciples. Every miracle was their
experiments and every day events in those
three years was their practical. They passed
through the Lord but they did not allow a
measure of the power of the Lord to pass
through them. Yet most of them were still
worldly. They all failed woefully in the test
of the School of Christ. Among the obvious
end results were betrayal, denial, doubting,
undue ambition and abandonment.

Was this new? Absolutely not! This is
typical of humanity. Moses went to school.
He was a full time student, an on-campus
student of God on Mount Sinai. His
convocation took place amidst the cloud
and thunders and earthquake upon the
Mount Sinai. The Lord appeared in His
awesome glory upon the mount. He was in
the presence of God for forty days on
-4 -
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Mount Sinai where he obtained the Ten
Commandments. He graduated from the
college of Holy Spirit. He obtained a degree
that was not comparable with any other
degree in the whole world. But
unfortunately he failed the course after he
obtained the degree. A bombshell isn’t it!
Moses was angry because the people of
God had dipped their hand to the
abomination of idolatry. In the fury of his
anger, he destroys the two tablets of stone
that contained the Ten Commandments. If
you like, you can call it a holy anger. But
honestly, you are sincerely wrong! God
informed Moses about what was going on
in the camp of Israelites so that he can set
his house in order. He did not incite him to
be angry with Israelites and break the two
tablets—the purpose of his forty days and
forty night journey with God on Mount
Sinai. That was Moses failure. “Be not
hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for anger
resteth in the bosom of fools.” (Ecclesiastes
7:9) Moses was unable to implement the
-5-
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law immediately among the Israelites
because the instrument of the law had been
destroyed. He had to start all over again.
“Now I had stayed on the mountain forty
days and nights, as I did the first time . . .”
(Deuteronomy 10:10) There is something
important to note about the failure of
Moses. It took God one day to create man
with all the complex structures of human
body. The bones and numerous delicate
organs and all the network of neurons and
spinal cords connected to man’s brain as
well as all the network of blood capillaries.
But it took God eighty days and nights to
inculcate His divine wisdom upon a
matured, intelligent, level headed and
righteous man on how to govern self and
others in righteousness. Apart from the fact
that man is dull in learning, it is inherent in
man, due to the selfish nature of flesh, to
operate his own agenda and disregard the
law of God.
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That was why Judas Iscariot conspired with
the enemy and betrayed His Master for
thirty pieces of silver. Although Peter
promised to stand tall, in a twinkling of an
eye, he fell like a house of cards. He denied
the Master three times before the cock
crowed. He wept Dbitterly at the
manifestation of the word of the Master.
Thomas had seen catalogs of miracles but
he did not believe in the miracles of the
Lord's resurrection. None of the disciples
could be exonerated. They all abandoned
their post and returned to their old
profession of fishing after the death of
Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ knew what was coming. He
was aware of the loneliness of the grave.
He had factored in the intensive pain and
the unbearable agony of death. Being the
Creator and knew the wickedness of the
heart of man, He had the idea of the shame
of the Cross. He had figured out its ridicule.
He knew that the sheep will be scattered the
-7-



Burden Bearer

moment the Shepherd is taking off. He did
not expect fair judgment in the hands of his
wicked captors. He did not expect mercy
from man because the heart of man is
desperately wicked. Jesus Christ had power
but He had relinquished it in subjection to
the will of His Father. He could command
the Legions of Angels to destroy His
enemies but that will negate the prophecy
of Isaiah about Him that says, “A bruised
reed He will not break, and smoking flax
He will not quench ...” (Isaiah 42.:3) Far be
it from the Merciful Savior. He could not
destroy the sinners that he came to redeem.
However, He knew how to settle spiritual
issues in the Appeal Court of God. He
headed to the Appeal Court of Holy Spirit
to renegotiate the deal of our salvation.
Jesus did not appear in the front of panel of
judges. Only one Righteous Judge was
sitting on the Throne. There was no
prosecutor and no defense counsel. Christ
was not represented by any senior
advocates. The Son of God was a capable
-8-
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Advocate of Himself before His Father.
The only three privilege spectators He
invited were Peter and two sons of
Zebedes—His disciples. The spectators
have eyes but they did not see the scenario
in the spirit. They had ears, yet they could
not hear the audible voices of the heavenly.
They went with Him to the garden of
Gethsemane.

Perhaps most of us do not know the place
called Gethsemane. To Jesus Christ
Gethsemane is a place of separation. He
told the disciple, “Sit here while I go and
pray over there.” He separated Himself to
commune with the Father in the agony of
His heart. Alone in the Garden of
Gethsemane, He pled with the Father.
Matthew 26:36-45 It is a place of sorrow
and distress. He told the disciples, “My soul
is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death.”
(Matthew 26:38) Imagine how one can feel
when one discovers that death is knocking
at the door of his life.
-9-
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Gethsemane is a place of no personal
choice. It is a place where the purposeful
will of God alone prevailed. It is a place of
acceptance of the standard of salvation for
humanity. In the intense emotional feelings
that triggered off the mixture of sweat and
blood to ooze out of his already tensed
body Jesus Christ, he asked the Father that
the cup may be removed from Him. “He
fell on His face and prayed saying, ‘O My
Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from Me; When the foreseeable intense
pain of the Cross and the triumphant glory
of resurrection mingled in the mind of
Christ He allowed the will of God to
prevail. And that was why He added the
eternal caveat of obedience and humility
and said, nevertheless, not as | will, but as
You will.”” (Matthew 26:39)

To Jesus Christ Gethsemane is a place of

disappointment. “He came to the disciples

and found them asleep, and said to Peter,

What? Could you not watch with Me one
-10 -
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hour?” ... And He came and found them
asleep again, for their eyes were heavy.
(Matthew 26:40,43) This disappointment
might not necessarily be intentional. It
might be that the disciples were naturally
tired. But certainly the disciples did not
know what Jesus Christ knew about their
salvation. The cost of salvation of humanity
is very high and expectation of appreciation
on the part of humanity is equally high.
However, the closest friends who should
have known better could not watch for Him
at that very difficult moment of His life.

Gethsemane is a place of warning and
watching. It is also a place of understanding
the strength of the spirit and the weakness
of the flesh. “Watch and pray, lest you
enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew
26:41) The warning and watching
instruction of Jesus Christ to the disciples
was not for their immediate need; rather it
is an investment into their future Christian
-11 -
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life that was filled with many perils and
persecutions. Self denial is needed to put
flesh under control before a believer can be
vigilant in watching and fervent in prayer.
Flesh has to be put under control in order
that spirit could break through.

Gethsemane is a place of answered prayer.
"O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup
pass from Me; nevertheless, not as | will,
but as You will." Again, a second time, He
went away and prayed, saying, "O My
Father, if this cup cannot pass away from
Me unless | drink it, Your will be done." So
He left them, went away again, and prayed
the third time, saying the same words.
(Matthew 26:39,42,44) The Son of God
sought the face of His Heavenly Father
three times in a night on one specific issue.
Obviously it was certain that God did not
dishonor His entreaty. Heaven spoke but
the answer was a painful “No.” The
standard of salvation has been established.
There is no amendment in the law of God.
-12 -
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Gethsemane is a place of moving on to the
next level. “Rise, let us be going.”
(Matthew 26:46) Closed associates and
friends of Jesus Christ have disappointed
Him. Challenges ahead of Him had been
accepted. Heaven had spoken that standard
of salvation cannot be changed. The face of
the Father had been sought. Prayers have
been rendered. It is now time to move on.
Your friends and close associates probably
the committee members in the church may
disappoint you. Many challenges from one
stage to the other are ahead of you. You
realized that there are certain things you
can not change and you have accepted it
within the premise of the word of God. You
have sought the face of God in prayer. You
believe that God answers prayer. At the
cross road of your life, when you know that
you cannot help a situation, let go of it and
let God handle the situation. You must get
ready to move on in your Christian life in
the strength of the word of God to the next
level.
-13-
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The inner caucus disciples could not watch
for him at the crucial moment. His close
friends were snoring when Jesus Christ was
facing the crisis of the Cross alone in the
Garden. Did Jesus Christ expect much from
the weak vessels? Absolutely not! Not
when the inherent nature of flesh needed a
rest. Yet He demonstrated understanding of
their nature and still dealt with them in
love. After the ordeal of Jesus Christ in the
Garden, serenity returned to  His
countenance. This was not indicative that
the crisis was over. It was a grim assurance
that Heaven had spoken. Humbly He
accepted verdict of Heaven. The standard
cannot be changed. Without shedding of
blood there is no remission of sin. “And
almost all things are by the law purged with
blood; and without shedding of blood is no
remission.” (Hebrew 9:22) He summoned
up courage and was fully ready to face what
was coming.

-14 -
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The lesson of Gethsemane experience is
that we can settle an issue with God. There
is no doubt that He is high above and our
hands may not reach Him, but our hearts
can reach Him. He is closer to man beyond
our imaginations if only we know how to
approach Him. In the spiritual realm there
is no distance. The moment you bow down
before Him and begin to knock at the
Throne of Grace in the name of Jesus
Christ, He comes down to your level and
inclines His ears to your petitions. Your
own Gethsemane may not necessarily be in
the Valley of Kidron like Jesus Christ’s.
Yours may not be on your bed where you
wake up in the night with sorrowful thought
that bring tears to your eyes that makes you
to wet your pillow with tears. Your
Gethsemane is not where you narrated your
problems to your friend or anyone you
think that can be of help you. Your
Gethsemane is not with herbalists or palm-
readers or astrologers. Your Gethsemane is
the shortest distance between you and God
-15 -
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in the realm of the Spirit. Your Gethsemane
is a place where you are on one-on-one
with God and where you see the Heavenly
Father in the eyes of your mind. If you have
been coming to His court frequently with
thanksgiving in your heart, but today you
cried unto Him in the anguish tears of your
heart He will be interested to know the
cause of your tears. Gethsemane is a place
where you speak to God, not in a formal
prayer but in an informal personal speech,
baring your heart to Him humbly as if He is
sitting next to you. In this Gethsemane you
are the altar and the only sacrifice
acceptable unto God on this altar is your
heartfelt prayer and your tears. Remember
that you have to come to the altar of God
with a clean hands and heart. In this
Gethsemane you are free to cry in His
presence because he understands the
language of your tears and He is able and
willing to comfort you.

-16 -
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Hagar, the handmaid of Serah had been to
this type of Gethsemane. On the two
occasions in the life of Hagar, God showed
up through an angel to comfort her and
advice her about the right steps to take. She
recognized this divine help from above and
she gave a name to the Lord, “You are the
God who sees me.” Again when she was
sent packing with her son Ishmael and they
were greatly thirsty under the intensive sun
of the desert, God heard the cry of Ishmael.
God again spoke through an angel from
heaven, “What is the matter, Hagar? Do
not be afraid. God has heard the boy crying
as he lies there. Lift the boy up and take
him by the hand, for I will make him into a
great nation.” Immediately God open her
eyes (meaning that the eyes of her
understanding were enlightened). She was
led to the place of their comfort where she
found a well and their thirst was quenched.
It is important to note that there is no
limitation in the mercy of God in the way
He intervened during the needs of Hagar.
-17 -
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God is God of the free as well as God of the
slave. When the righteous call upon the
name of the Lord, whether he is free or
enslaved, salvation will come. “For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” (Romans 10:13) You
are in the presence of the Father you can
never bore. Whatever may be your
situation, He will not make jest of you. He
won’t laugh at your sorrow. Whether the
cup of your anguish is removed or not, it
will only occur through the prerogative of
His mercy. Certainly Heaven will surely
speak. Be bold to accept the verdict of the
Father in Heaven. And whatever may be the
case, get ready to move on.

One can imagine what was going on in the

mind of our Lord Jesus Christ after He and

the disciples left the Garden of

Gethsemane. May be the following few

sentences will give you an idea. Perhaps

our Lord was thinking, “The next one week
-18 -
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is crucial. Many issues are yet to be settled.
Many rounding ups were yet to me made.
The spiritual syllabus of the apostles was
yet to be completed. Oh yes, prayer—the
key to their victory! They are yet to be
taught the principle of fruitfulness. The
disciples are yet to be prepared for the
visitation of Holy Spirit. With the
unchangeable decree of Heaven about my
crucifixion still heavy at the back of my
mind, | need to prepare the disciples
towards the inevitable separation of the
Shepherd from the flock.”

The disciples were downcast. The Master
was not happy either. We know why the
Master was down but let us ruminate about
the disciples. There are two ways we can
consider the state of the disciples’ minds at
this very moment. One can consider them
as thoughtful individual that have genuine
sympathy with the Lord. Perhaps Peter and
other disciples discussed among
themselves, “We have never seen the
-19 -
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Master in such a mood before.” Perhaps
they were asking themselves, “What has
happened?” Who knows whether the
disciples were contemplating how they
could help the situation. Perhaps one of the
disciples said, “Can we get someone to
speak on His behalf to the authority so that
He will not be arrested?” May be one of the
disciples interjected and said, “He did not
have many friends among the big shots in
the city, He was only friendly with the
people of low estate.” “Can we raise a
small army to protect Him?” “But we do
not have weapons to fight with and we did
not know how to use weapons,” replied
another. “Even if we have weapon and
could use them, will He allow us to fight?”
May be these are the sum total of their
helplessness that brought about their being
downcast.

We all know that selfishness is the nature of

mankind. Thinking like the self-centered

disciples, perhaps they were saying, “Jesus
-20 -
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Christ had predicted His betrayal. He had
predicted his death as well as Peter’s
denial.” They knew that He did not joke
with His words. And they also knew the
characters of the people and the wickedness
in their hearts. If the Savior was betrayed
and arrested as He said, these people who
had been antagonistic against Him all these
times will do whatever they could to kill
him. And if the Lord Jesus was killed, their
hope, their expectations and the means of
their existence would be Killed. Their
ambitions to occupy important positions
when Jesus Christ became an earthly King
would be killed as well. Perhaps this had
been the motivation of some of the
disciples for following Jesus Christ. Who
knew whether some of them were downcast
because of all these?

There is a challenge for you in this. Put

yourself in the position of the disciples of

Jesus Christ. Which type of disciple are

you? Are you a genuine sympathizer of
-21 -
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Jesus Christ that truly appreciates His death
on the Cross? You may cherish the glory of
the Cross, but do you truly appreciate the
worth of the weight and pang of the Cross?
Do you understand the mystery of love that
made Him to bear the Cross to the place
called Golgotha? He was made naked on
the Cross; they parted His garment among
them so that you might be clothed with His
robe of righteousness. Is your relationship
with Christ tainted with selfishness like the
self-centered disciples? Do you clasp unto
miracles of God instead of clinging to the
God of miracles? Is the important position
in the church among the gathering of the
saint that matters to you instead of the
selfless service in His vineyard for the
salvation of the children of God?

The scripture did not state why the disciples

were sad. But one thing that was certain,

Jesus Christ knew their thoughts. The Lord

that needed to be comforted was the one

consoling the disciples. Jesus Christ the
-22 -
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burden bearer and burden lifter who knew
what was coming upon Him shortly—the
ordeal of the cross—who was supposed to
be comforted, He is the one comforting the
disciples. Jesus Christ began to console and
comfort His disciples. He opened his
conversation with them and began to say,
“Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me. In my
Father’s house are many mansions, if it
were not so, | would have told you. | go to
prepare a place for you. The Old Testament
version of this statement was the words of
King Jehoshaphat in (II Chronicles 20:20)
“Believe in the Lord your God, and you
shall be established; believe His prophets,
and you shall prosper.” The expanded
format of Christ’s word of comfort that
says, ‘Let not your heart be troubled,’
seemed to imply, “My dear children, would
I just discarded you like that after you have
been with me for the past three years?
Would | not give a due consideration to
your lives? | called you from your various
-23-
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activities, for my blessing and my honor.
You have stood by me through thick and
thin. Your rewards are certain and sure.
They are not negotiable. You will not only
be blessed on earth but your position in my
father’s house is also guaranteed. You have
been identified with me on earth, you will
also be glorified with me in heaven.” But
all these promises were hinged on trust in
the Lord God and His Son Jesus Christ.

Perhaps you have been at this crossroad in
your Christian life journey. You cannot
fathom the outcome of your labor of love in
the vine yard of God. Instead of reward of
excellence in the ministry you are seeing
the handwriting of failure. The love of God
among the brethren in the ministry is
waxing cold. The dedication for the course
of righteousness is declining. People began
to part ways. The trusted brethren left.
Misunderstanding and in-fighting on trivial
issues among brethren seems to be rocking
the boat of the existence of your ministry.
-24 -
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You check yourself in the spiritual scale of
God and you are sure that you are operating
your Christian life according to His will. If
you are sure that you are a true servant of
Almighty God and you are called according
to His purposes like these disciples, | want
you to encourage yourself in the wisdom of
the word today. Do not let your heart be
troubled. Believe in the Lord and believe in
His Son, Jesus Christ.

As he continued with the word of comfort,
Thomas one of the disciples cut in and said.
“Lord we do not know where you are
going, how can we know the way?” Jesus
responded in love, “I am the way, the truth
and life. No one comes to the Father except
through me.”(John 14:6) Jesus Christ is the
salvation bridge, high above and across the
mighty gulf of hell fire. This salvation
bridge was anchored on the Cross of
Calvary on our side of the world and held
fast on the other side to the Throne of

-25-
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Grace in heaven in the presence of the
Father. Jesus’ body provided a strong
powerful tension for the stability of the
bridge. His precious blood provided a
flexibility and divine access for the sinners
to cross into safety. All the disciples needed
to do was to maintain consistency on the
highway to heaven and stay on the right
lane. No ‘U’ turn. Any ‘U’ turn on this
highway is spiritually dangerous. In other
words, Jesus was telling Thomas, do not
turn away from the revealed truth; you will
surely see the Father face to face at last.

Philip interjected, “Lord, show us the
Father, and it is sufficient for us.” Jesus
Christ revealed His inseparable relationship
with the Father. He asked Philip, “Have I
been with you so long, and yet you have not
known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me
has seen the Father.” (John 14:9) Can you
not read between the lines, Philip? If you
have seen me, you have seen the Father. He
went further, “I am in the Father and the
-26 -
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Father is in me! The words that you heard
from me are not just my own. Rather, it is
the Father’s.” This was the same word that
came to Moses amidst thunderstorm and
heavy cloud upon Mount Sinai. The
forefathers of Israelites could not stand the
word. The same word was coming to you in
love and the only way you can receive these
words is by faith. Faith is the spiritual plug
that provides Christian a leverage to tap
into the abundance of heaven. He assured
the disciples, “If you have faith in me, you
will do what | have been doing. You will
even do greater things.”

"If you love Me, keep My commandments.
And | will pray the Father, and He will give
you another Helper, that He may abide with
you forever—the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither
sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him,
for He dwells with you and will be in you. |
will not leave you orphans; | will come to
you. "A little while longer and the world will
-27 -
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see Me no more, but you will see Me.
Because | live, you will live also. At that day
you will know that | am in My Father, and
you in Me, and | in you. He who has My
commandments and keeps them, it is he
who loves Me. And he who loves Me will
be loved by My Father, and | will love him
and manifest Myself to him." Judas (not
Iscariot) said to Him, "Lord, how is it that You
will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the
world?" Jesus answered and said to him, "If
anyone loves Me, he will keep My word,;
and My Father will love him, and We will
come to him and make Our home with him.
He who does not love Me does not keep
My words; and the word which you hear is
not Mine but the Father's who sent Me.
"These things | have spoken to you while
being present with you. But the Helper, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring
to your remembrance all things that | said to
you. Peace | leave with you, My peace | give
to you; not as the world gives do | give to
-28 -
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you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither
let it be afraid. (John 14:15-27)

The comforting session with Jesus Christ
continues. The disciples were perhaps
imagining a life without Jesus Christ.
Perhaps they were thinking of the way He
turned hopeless situations around them to a
victorious end. The euphoric shout of joy
that always accompanied every miracle that
Jesus Christ performed. People who can
faithfully reach Him sigh with relief
because they know that all their problems
will be solved. The excited joy that always
filled the hearts of the disciples because
they were part of the great events that were
happening in their community. The
disciples’ hearts were flooded with
nostalgic feelings about the father figure
that Jesus Christ had been to them, His
unparalleled wisdom and wealth of
understanding, His great teaching, His
thoughtfulness towards the needy for
ensuring that they did not return to their
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homes empty handed. The confidence of
His presence always made difference. They
did not know how to cope with the absence
of His loving kindness. They did not know
how to go about their lives alone when He
will no longer be around them. They have
tasted His fellowship in those three years. It
is unrivaled in comparison with any other
fellowship with mankind.

The disciples were downcast. Perhaps they
were short of words to express their
feelings. This time around, it was as if Jesus
was addressing the needs in the heart of the
disciples directly. If you love Me, keep My
commandments. Do not let this imminent
separation between the Shepherd and the
flocks make you to look morose. I know,
undoubtedly that you love me. If you truly
do, demonstrate it by keeping my
commandments. The demand that Jesus
Christ made of the disciples in order that
they may enjoy an everlasting fellowship
was not new. The same demand was placed
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upon the Israelites of old in the Old
Testament. Therefore you shall love the
Lord your God, and keep His charge, His
statutes, His judgments, and His
commandments always. (Deuteronomy
11:1) It was not a burdensome demand.
This was the only singular part expected of
the Israelites in order to enjoy everlasting
presence and blessing of God. The patriarch
fathers lived up to the tenet of the demand
of God and they received the Lord’s favor.
Through out their journey with the Lord,
they did not walk alone. They operated in
the fellowship with the Heavenly Father
because He ordered every step they took.
God stood by them. He fought their battles
and blessed them because He had an
undivided interest in their lives.

In the discourse of Jesus Christ with the

disciple, this phrase appears in different

forms in five places in the passage with

different blessing attached to the obedience

of this demand. This is indicative of the
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importance of the precept. The fellowship
of Holy Spirit with believers is hinged on
the demonstration of our love to Jesus
Christ. The love of God is evidenced by our
obedience to His words and doing his
righteous biddings. The love of God is
powerful enough to launch believer in to
the everlasting sweet fellowship of the
Heavenly God. When a believer is in
spiritual fellowship with the Savior,
loneliness is permanently removed from his
life. That was why Jesus Christ assured the
disciples that He will not leave them as
orphans. Any believer who is not in
fellowship with God is a spiritual orphan.
Jesus Christ is the first Comforter of the
believers, His people, that is why He
assured the disciples that He would pray to
God to give them another Comforter.

The sincere love towards God is the criteria

of our fellowship with Him. Our consistent

fellowship with Him will lead us to observe

His commandments. The continuous
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observance of His commandment is a clear
indication that we have enrolled ourselves
in the righteous mission He began. As a
result of His faithfulness He established us
in His love with the provision of another
Comforter that will abide with us forever.
Because of this sweet fellowship we have
with him, He will give us the privilege of
His divine revelation. The world of sin may
not be able to see Jesus Christ but we will
see Him with the eyes of our spirit. And
because He lives, we shall also live like
Him. The Father, the Son and Holy Spirit
are inseparable trinity. The Holy Trinity is
eternally in fellowship with one another. If
we love Jesus Christ wholeheartedly by
keeping His commandment, we therefore
invite the fellowship of the trinity. The
three God Heads will make our heart their
abode and will dwell with us.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and

the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen” (Il
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Corinthians 13:14) Paul closed one of his
epistles with this statement. It is not a
prayer, rather, it is a declaration to remind
the Christians about the amazing plans of
God for us. The grace of Christ is abundant
for anyone that wants to tap into it. The
love of God is certain if we are ready to
receive it. The Heavenly fellowship is
available for anyone that has room in his
heart to accommodate the God Heads. Holy
Spirit is ready to dwell with you if your
heart is conducive enough for Him. But
none of these relationships will manifest in
the live of a believer if he does not love
God and keep his commandments. There is
no storm of life you cannot weather if you
are in fellowship with the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. There is no loneliness for
someone who is in fellowship with the
Heavenly King. If you are a true disciple of
Jesus Christ, you have nothing to fear.
Therefore, do not let your heart be troubled.
You are not alone.
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| am the true vine, and My Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does
not bear fruit He takes away; and every
branch that bears fruit He prunes that it may
bear more fruit. You are already clean
because of the word which | have spoken to
you. Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in Me. | am the vine, you are the branches.
He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he
is cast out as a branch and is withered; and
they gather them and throw them into the
fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me,
and My words abide in you, you will ask
what you desire, and it shall be done for you.
By this My Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit; so you will be My disciples. "As
the Father loved Me, | also have loved you;
abide in My love. If you keep My
commandments, you will abide in My love,
just as | have kept My Father's
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commandments and abide in His love.
These things | have spoken to you, that My
joy may remain in you, and that your joy may
be full. This is My commandment, that you
love one another as | have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this, than to
lay down one's life for his friends. You are
My friends if you do whatever | command
you. No longer do | call you servants, for a
servant does not know what his master is
doing; but | have called you friends, for all
things that | heard from My Father | have
made known to you. You did not choose Me,
but | chose you and appointed you that you
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit
should remain, that whatever you ask the
Father in My name He may give you. These
things | command you, that you love one
another. "If the world hates you, you know
that it hated Me before it hated you. If you
were of the world, the world would love its
own. Yet because you are not of the world,
but | chose you out of the world, therefore
the world hates you. (John 15:1-19)
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What is the meaning of this phrase—abide
in me? An abiding believer is genuine
believer that sees things wholeheartedly
from the point of view of God according to
the revelation of the scripture. An abiding
believer totally depends on God for
nurturing and sustenance as the stem of a
tree supplies nutrient to the branch. An
abiding believer understands that he has
relational responsibility towards the Master.
An abiding believer recognizes the
principle of sowing and reaping. He knows
the importance of fruit bearing. This is the
full manifestation of his calling. The fruit
bearing attainment brings forth glory to
God because it is the desire of the Father
that we may bear fruit. Fruit bearing is the
evidence of a consistent relationship with
the Master. An abiding believer is not
distracted by unpleasant circumstances. In
and out of season, he remains faithful. Paul
put it beautifully. He asked a soul searching
question. Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
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distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? (Romans
8:35) Nothing is too much for an abiding
believer to give up for Christ who gave all
for our salvation. No wonder Christ said,
“Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a
grain of wheat falls into the ground and
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
produces much grain.” (John 12:24) Death
in the context of the verse above is not only
the one that ends in the grave.
Metaphorically, death in the passage may
further be analyzed as the gradual
disintegration of sinful life which is the
process of spiritual transformation that
leads to the manifestation of the fruit of
Spirit in the life of believer. It may also be
the beginning of a new life emerging from
the old sinful life that had passed away.
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.” (Il
Corinthians 5:17)
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The ordeal of a growing plant explains the
process of abiding. When a grain of wheat
is planted, the process of germination tears
the seed apart. It will first of swells up as a
result of moisture and warmth in the soil.
About five days later you will behold the
mystery of new life emerging from the dead
seed in the soil. The root holds fast to the
ground to draw nutrients. The plant will
remain on the wvery spot where it
germinated until the day it bears fruit.
Under the intense scorching sun, the plant
will stand still. When there is no rain the
plant subsists on the dew of heaven. In the
abundance of rain the plant relishes the
blessing from above. In the terrible wind of
tornado, the plant will not run away to seek
refuge somewhere. At times the wind may
blew it and fall down, but give it another
three days it will stand up. It will remain in
this solitary and stationary position to
weather all the storms of life until it bears
fruit. At the harvest time, you do not
harvest only one grain from the plant.
-39-



Burden Bearer

Rather you harvest multiple folds of grains.
This was possible because one grain of
wheat falls into the ground and dies.

Jesus Christ is that single grain of wheat.
He died on the Cross and was buried. His
enemies thought they had successfully
brought an end to His mission on earth.
Little did they know that His death only
served to quicken and prompt new live to
emerge for the glory of God. Beginning
with His disciples that abided in Him, He
duplicated and imparted His divine
attributes in them. “Most assuredly, I say to
you, he who believes in Me, the works that |
do he will do also; and greater works than
these he will do, because | go to My
Father.” (John 14:12) Multiplication effect
of His divine attributes had since taken
place in the lives of the faithful believers
that abide in Him.
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Al Accept your troubles for My peace

Bl Behold My glory in the midst of
your turmoil

]ﬂ— Ignore your disgrace for My
abundant grace

@ Depend on Me for your fulfillment
and fruitfulness

Entrench yourself in the covenant
of My eternity

There are two parts to the ABIDE acronym
above. All the verbs in each of the
sentences represent the part of man. All the
nouns in the sentences are the parts of God
as well as the assured rewards that we
receive for abiding in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Another thing you will understand from the
passage is that Jesus Christ revealed an
open covenant to the disciples. In the law of
contract, a general offer is enforceable by
anyone who accepted and fulfilled the
consideration thereof. In the same way, the
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precepts of Christ's teaching first to the
disciples and secondly to the general
populace of Christianity to remain in Him
faithfully is a general covenant enforceable
by any believers that will one day receive
this revelation by faith and wholeheartedly
abide with the precepts of the truth. God
will reward the faithful services of believers
who abide in the truth the same way He
rewarded the disciples of Jesus who
exhibited great works and awesome
miracles.

In the book of John chapter 15, the word
‘abide’ appears in ten places. The
repetition of a word, in any passage of the
Bible, is an indication of its importance. In
this world you will see many tribulations
but be of good cheer, | have overcome the
world. (John 16:33) Christ seems to be
telling the disciples a blunt truth here. I did
not call you for peace. You are called for
war. Not a battle of the flesh and blood but
battle of the spirit. It is against the power.
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Against the principalities. Against the rulers
of darkness, and against spiritual
wickedness in the high places. (Ephesians
6:12) It is not a battle that is fought with
conventional  weapons. Because the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but
mighty in God for pulling down
strongholds. (Il Corinthians 2:4) You are
engaged in a battle against these spiritual
forces on behalf of the Savior who came to
save the world. This is a war you fight on
your knees. This is a battle you execute
with righteousness. Your logistics is the
precept of the word of God. And your battle
plan is His divine will. But unfortunately,
the world around you does not understand
your mission. They interpret the activities
with their natural mis-understanding. That
is why the world will hate you the way they
have hated Jesus Christ. They will jeer you.
Their cold response to your kindness will
be frustrating. The trusted friend will
disappoint you. They will betray you
because of their personal interests. Jesus
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concluded by saying, | have good news for
you. | have laid a precedent of victory. If |
could overcome, you will surely overcome.
But you have to abide in me. You have to
accept your troubles in order to obtain
my peace.

But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God, and
said, "Look! | see the heavens opened and
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God!" Then they cried out with a loud voice,
stopped their ears, and ran at him with one
accord; and they cast him out of the city and
stoned him. And the witnesses laid down
their clothes at the feet of a young man
named Saul. And they stoned Stephen as he
was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit." Then he knelt down and
cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not
charge them with this sin." And when he had
said this, he fell asleep. (Acts 7:55-60)
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Stephen was a fearless preacher. He
analyzed and supported the word of God
with illustrative history of the faithfulness
of God as well as ingratitude of His people.
He was an orator. He disseminated the
word of God with power and authority. He
must have felt the aura of discomfort.
Perhaps his audiences were murmuring.
Perhaps someone was shouting, “Stop
preaching Christ, or | will come up there to
shut up your mouth!” But that is an
indication that the message of God is
sinking in. However, he kept on, not
minding the noises of the enemy. Diligently
he went about his duty, serving faithfully in
the vineyard of God. Then the heavens
opened and he saw the Son of Man standing
at the right hand of God. He declared his
vision but the people did not understand
and only grew angrier.

The word of Jesus Christ did not go down

well in the mind of His people. Therefore

do not expect anything different. It is a fact
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that you have responsibility to declare the
word with the love of God in your mind,
but you are not to pamper them with the
message they love to hear. Give them a
dose of truth no matter how bitter it is.
They will surely murmur. They will
complain that you are wusing their
weaknesses to preach. They will tag you,
“Holier than thou.” In their attitudes they
will bluntly tell you that they do not like
you. Do not be perturbed by these
reactions. It is a surely evidence that the
truth is sinking in. Be encouraged and
behold the glory of God in your turmoil.
Be at peace with yourself that you stood on
the platform of righteousness to do the
blessed will of God. They may be casting
the stone of their wicked mind against you.
Let the open heaven of the glory of God
strengthen you. They did not see what you
saw. There is no way they could
understand. If they understand the depth of
the love of God for them they will weep for
their sins instead of attacking you with the
- 46 -



Burden Bearer

stones of their mind. Like Stephen, pray for
them that God will not lay the charges
against them.

Concerning this thing | pleaded with the Lord
three times that it might depart from me. And
He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for
you, for My strength is made perfect in
weakness." Therefore most gladly | wil
rather boast in my infirmities, that the power
of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore | take
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for
Christ's sake. For when | am weak, then |
am strong. (Il Corinthians 12:8-10)

Only God knew the situation of Paul at the
time he was writing this passage of the
Bible. Certainly it was not a pleasant
experience. Bearing in  mind the
relationship of this spiritual giant with God,
and his zealousness in the things of the
Spirit, can anyone say that his prayer was
not answered? The calling of Paul was
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distinct. The mission was unique. He was
sent to the Gentiles that were aliens to the
commonwealth of love of God. Therefore
the need for divine intervention in the
ministries of Paul was obvious. Our
heavenly Father will never send His
children in to the battle line and discard
them there. If Paul was going through a
debilitating sickness, certainly the sickness
may hinder his maximum performances in
the evangelism field. Certainly it could not
have been the issue of persecution because
it was the order of the day in Paul’s
ministry. Was it an opposition of brethren
against Paul within the ministry that was
given him a heart rendering situation? Was
Paul so broke financially and materially
that he could not effectively run the
ministry committed in to his hands? Was it
the arms of flesh that reared its ugly heads
in the life of Paul therefore dragged him
into besetting sins that was so burdensome
in the life of Paul? Nay! Only God knew
the clog in the wheel of the life of Paul that
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was so primary to his calling as an apostle
of Jesus Christ, perhaps hindering his
mission that he took to God in prayer three
times. Yet God assured him of the same
answer, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
Let us consider this phrase critically. It
means, “l am aware of your pain and
concern but [ am in charge of the situation.”
“I noted your weaknesses but I have
augmented it with my mercy.” “I am aware
of your inabilities but my divine
enablement will see you through.” We
knew that Moses was a stammerer but God
still used him in His rescue mission to
deliver Israelites from the Egyptians. With
only three hundred soldiers and the self
ascertained inability of Gideon, God’s
strength was made perfect in the weakness
of Gideon. God delivered His people from
the hand from the hands of the Midianites.
Then the Lord said to Gideon, “By the
three hundred men who lapped | will save
you, and deliver the Midianites into your
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hand. Let all the other people go, every
man to his place.” (Gideon 7:7) What is the
situation that is bringing reproaches to you
as an individual while you are standing
righteously in the Lord? In what situation
have you found yourself that reflected a
personal weakness or failure and yet you
did not depart from holiness of God? You
prayed unto the Father but it seems that He
is taking a nap. | can assure you that He is
not ignoring you. Rather, He is saying that,
‘His grace is sufficient for you.” Look
beyond your shortcomings and your
infirmities. Disregard your reproaches and
weaknesses. Ignore your disgrace and
reach out for God’s grace.

Abide in Me, and | in you. As the branch
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide
in Me. | am the vine, you are the branches.
He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears
much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing.
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The Psalmist said it all. He declared, “7 will
lift up my eyes to the hills-- From whence
comes my help? My help comes from the
Lord, Who made heaven and earth. (Psalm
121:1-2) David did not allow any other
person answer that question. He dealt with
it in the wealth of his personal experience
with God. It gets to a point in the life of a
believer that the understanding will hit him
in the face that God is behind every
blessing and fulfillment that comes his
ways. From absolutely nothing, as a
shepherd boy in field, the blessing of God
located David and was anointed as the king
of Israel. He was regarded as the least in his
family but the anointing of God rated him
as numero uno—(number one in Spanish
language). How can a bush boy understand
the nitty-gritty of the palace life? That may
be difficult for man but it was a piece of
cake for Almighty God. He that began a
good thing in the life of David also brought
it to a successful conclusion. Soon after his
anointment, King Saul became sick. “But
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the spirit of the Lord departed from Saul,
and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled
him.” (I Samuel 16:14) The scripture did
not mention the type of problem he had. A
servant of King Saul, perhaps his medical
doctor, suggested that the cure for the King
Saul's illness was the music therapy from
the harp. Was this not strange? Another
servant said he had seen one good harp
player among the Jesse's sons. He
presented the résumé of David as a very
good harp player, a brave man, a warrior,
man of wisdom, a humble person and the
Mighty presence of God was with him. (I
Samuel 16:18) Was this a co-incidence?
No, it was the manifestation of the plan of
God. David wholly depended on God for
his fulfillment and fruitfulness. The
seemly-unnoticed diligence of David as a
shepherd boy paid off. The servant of the
king testified in favor of David. He spoke
about his humble spirit, his wisdom, his
courage and of course, his skill as a harp
player became sought for as a healing balm
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for the sick king. David was not the only
harp player in the whole kingdom of Saul
but in order that the purpose of God
concerning his life may be fulfilled, he was
singled out and called into the service of the
king. As David provided music therapy for
the sick king, he also had opportunity to
watch the king directing the affairs of the
kingdom. He learned about the power and
authority of king of Israel, the procedure of
governing the kingdom and all the kingly
protocols and obeisance. Was there any
better way for a village shepherd boy to be
trained in kingly wisdom?

"Look, | go forward, but He is not there, and
backward, but | cannot perceive Him; When
He works on the left hand, | cannot behold
Him; When He turns to the right hand, |
cannot see Him. But He knows the way that |
take; When He has tested me, | shall come
forth as gold. My foot has held fast to His
steps; | have kept His way and not turned
aside. | have not departed from the
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commandment of His lips; | have treasured
the words of His mouth more than my
necessary food. (Job 23:8-12)

It always comes to a point in the life of a
true believer when he will declare,
“Forward ever and backward never.”
When he will say, “I have come to the last
bus stop in my Christian journey.” These
are the statements of those that have tasted
God and found that the Lord is God and His
mercy endures forever. These are the
statements of the people that are not
worshipping God because of another
miracle. They are only motivated by the
understanding of the love of God for them.
They are only encouraged that their name is
written in the book of life. They are ready
to guard their relationship with God
jealously because they know its importance.
Job’s experience in his crisis is a typical
example. In those dark hours of his life, he
felt as if God had gone on vacation. He
said, “When I go forward, He is not there.
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When | came back, | cannot perceive Him.
When | learnt, He works on the left I cannot
behold Him. And when he is on the right, |
cannot see Him.”(Job 23:8-9) Certainly
God was not playing hide and seek game
with Job. Job was going through spiritual
experiment. The spiritual appetite of Job
was being tested. But he made up his mind
because he had already entered into the
covenant of eternity with the Lord. He
declared, “But the Lord knows the way I
take. My foot has held fast to His steps. |
have kept his way and not turned aside. |
have not departed from the commandment
of His lips. | have treasured the words of
His mouth more than my necessary food.”
(Job 23:10-12) Are you in a covenant
relationship with the Lord that can bring
out these faithful statements out of your
mouth? Can you testify that the Lord truly
knows the way you take? Can you truly
ascertain that you are not moved by your
crisis because you are in Christ? Paul had
considered the beauty of this covenant
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relationship with the Lord before he
declared emphatically in his letter to the
brethren in Philippians, “For to me, to live
is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Philippians
1:21)
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Thanks for taking time to read the Pocket Minister Series.
If you would like to establish a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, please pray the prayer in the box below.
Please note that you are about to make the most important
decision in your life. Please pay attention to details.

Lord Jesus Christ, | know that you are the Son of
Living God. You died for me on the Cross. | know that |
have sinned in my thoughts, words and actions. There
are so many good things | failed to do. There are so
many sinful things | have done. | confess all my
wrongdoings and | am truly sorry for my sinful life. |
now turn away from everything | considered to be
sinful. Have mercy upon me, Lord and forgive me all
my sins. You gave your life as a ransom for my soul; |
gratefully give my life to you. | humbly invite you to
come into my life as my Savior to redeem me, and as
my Friend to be with me for ever. My Lord and my
King, | will serve you all the remaining years of my life
in complete obedience to your words, Amen.

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all
sincerity of mind, rest assured that angels in Heaven
are rejoicing with you now. We also welcome to the fold
of believers.” Please, there are important things you
must know and the steps you have to take. Please get
in contact with a Bible Believing Living Church near you
to learn and know more about the love of God.
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