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The Ten Commandments 
 

And God spoke all these words, saying: “I am the 
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall have 
no other gods before Me. "You shall not make for 
yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything 
that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you 
shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, 
the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and 
fourth generations of those who hate Me, but 
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me 
and keep My commandments.” "You shall not take 
the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in 
vain.” "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 
Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but 
the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord your 
God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, 
nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your 
female servant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger 
who is within your gates. For in six days the Lord 
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and 
hallowed it.” "Honor your father and your mother, 
that your days may be long upon the land which the 
Lord your God is giving you. "You shall not murder. 
"You shall not commit adultery. ”You shall not steal. 
"You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. "You shall not covet your neighbor's 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, nor 
his male servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, 
nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor's." 
(Exodus 20:1-17) 
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The Decalogue 
 

 

1. Thou shall have no other 

   gods before me 

2. Thou shall not make 

   any graven images 

3. Thou shall not take the name 

   of the Lord thy God in vain 

4. Remember the Sabbath Day 

   to keep it holy 

5. Honor thy Father and Mother 

6. Thou shall not kill 

7. Thou shall not commit adultery 

8. Thou shall not steal 

9. Thou shall not bear false witness 

10.Thou shall not covet 
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Overview of the 

Commandments 
 

God has never done anything without a unique purpose. 

As expected, the awesome wisdom of God is always 

manifest in everything He does. One may be tempted to 

ask, “Since God Himself was leading and guiding the 

Israelites in their wilderness journey as pillar of cloud, 

why did He need to give them the Ten Commandments?” 

The answer is simple. God established the Ten 

Commandment law between the Israelites and Himself 

because He is consistent in His holiness and righteousness. 

The Heavenly King desired to dwell among His people. 

He wanted to guide them in their journey to the Promised 

Land. But it is impossible for Him to change from His 

holy nature and blend with sinful weaknesses of humanity. 

It is mankind that needs transformation. It is man that 

needs to change from his wicked ways and begin to reflect 

the glorious attributes of the Holy God that is guiding 

them. That was why God gave Israel the Commandments. 

The Ten Commandment can be described as Memorandum 

of understanding that guides man about his expected 

righteous relationship with his Creator and about his 

expected mutual righteous relationship with his fellow 

human being. 
 

The Lord began His relationship with Abraham. He then 

extended the same relationship to all His seeds that 

constituted the nation of Israel and lastly, He extended it to 

all the generation of mankind on earth. God’s 

commandments are expected to guide man in his 
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relationship with his Creator. The law of God is universal. 

Whoever obeys the commandments of God will live by the 

blessing thereof. “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 

eat the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:19) One important 

thing to note, God does not give law to people He does not 

have any relationship with. Beginning from the Garden of 

Eden, He gave law unto Adam and Eve. Although it was 

not stated in the Bible that God was in a covenant 

relationship with Adam and Eve, but the fact that God 

created man in His own image and purposely to be in 

dominion over everything He created reveals that God was 

in a covenant relationship with man. That was why the law 

of God clearly revealed the line of demarcation the first 

family must not cross in order that they might continue to 

dwell in the abundance of the blessing of God in the 

Garden. At the cool of the day, the Heavenly King would 

come down in His glory, in to the Garden in order to 

fellowship with the first family. The Ten Commandments 

were to serve as a similar demarcation in His relationship 

with Israelites. The obedience to the law was intended to 

set the Israelites apart as God’s peculiar people from the 

rest of the wicked world.  
 

It is the desire of God that the perfect work of His creation 

may prosper on earth. God always seeks for man to bless 

him. The relationship of God with Abraham began with a 

promise when God found him and told him to get out from 

his country and go to a land that He will show him. “Now 

the Lord had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, 

from your family and from your father's house, to a land 

that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will 
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bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a 

blessing. I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse 

him who curses you; And in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3) Abraham yielded 

by faith. He harkened to the commandments of God, 

believed His promises and left his home and his kindred as 

the Lord bid him.  
 

Abraham continued faithfully in this relationship with 

God. The relationship that began with promise was further 

improved upon and strengthened it with a covenant. “And 

it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was dark, 

that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning 

torch that passed between those pieces. On the same day 

the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: "To your 

descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt 

to the great river, the River Euphrates-- the Kenites, the 

Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 

Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, 

and the Jebusites." (Genesis 15:17-21) The Heavenly 

Father finally sealed the relationship with an oath after 

Abraham demonstrated a God-pleasing faith. “But without 

faith it is impossible to please him …” (Hebrews 11:6)  In 

order to test the faithfulness of Abraham God told him to 

sacrifice his only son for Him on the mountain He will 

show him. Although it must have been a very hard 

decision, Abraham obeyed the commandment of God. 

When he was about to slaughter Isaac on the altar, Angel 

of God stopped him. “Then the Angel of the Lord called to 

Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: “By 

Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, because you have 

done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only 
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son-- blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will 

multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and 

as the sand which is on the seashore; and your 

descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. In 

your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 

because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 22:15-18) 

From the promise of blessing to a covenant relationship 

and finally with an oath sworn unto Abraham, the faithful 

relationship of God with Abraham continued to grow from 

strength to strength. The faithfulness of God continued 

among the descendants of Abraham that received this 

commandment. 

 

When God in His faithfulness sought to bless Israel, He 

gave them the commandments. The Commandments 

served many purposes in the life of Israel.  Whenever God 

wants to bless His people He always packages His blessing 

along with His commandment. The intended package of 

blessing of God about the Ten Commandment was 

revealed to the Israelites so as to encourage them in their 

preparation to receive the law of God and be able to keep 

it. “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how 

I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out 

of all nations you will be my treasured possession. 

Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.' These are the words 

you are to speak to the Israelites." (Exodus 19:4-6) 
 

Within the blessing, the commandment of God seems to 

grow firmer.  It became to Israel a divine article governing 
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the covenant relationship between God and His children. It 

was a clear spiritual guideline unto them in the course of 

their relationship with the Heavenly God. The 

commandment touched upon their responsibilities towards 

the Lord God and at the same time dwells upon the 

responsibilities of mankind towards each other. Taking a 

cue from this divine understanding, it is a pointer to us that 

we should be mindful of other people around us in the way 

we live, in our conducts and in our utterances. The way we 

live must not infringe on or hurt others. None of our life 

achievements must be obtained to the detriment of other 

people. Our interaction with others is not only expected to 

be loving and caring, it must also reflect honor and glory 

unto God. If we are constantly observing the Ten 

Commandments in our relationship with God and with 

man, our excellent behaviors will single us out as 

righteous people for the glory of God.  
 

The commandment grew sharper still and it had to become 

so. Israel was not innocent when she received the 

commandments. Although engaged in a harsh journey 

through the wilderness, the Israelites on their way from 

Egypt to the Promised Land were still seeped in the 

Egyptian culture of idolatry. These wicked people were 

still operating in the broken natural tendencies of the flesh. 

Righteousness obviously was not part of the culture of the 

wicked world. Holiness was not their watchword. Israel 

needed the commandment as a hard line of demarcation in 

their hearts separating them from idolatry life to the true 

worship of the Heavenly King. The commandment was to  

separate them from the entanglements of Egypt of old in 

order to prepare them for the Promised Land. The 
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commandments then were given to set a line of 

demarcation between the children of God and the worldly 

people. By obedience to God's commandments, His 

children were reclassified as people that live by the rule of 

His law.  
 

Today persecution is still prevalent in various forms all 

over the world. The reason for the persecution is that the 

children of God are not operating in the same prevalent 

practices of the wicked norms of their environments. Over 

time, we see that people operating in nature of flesh cannot 

easily be guided by the spiritual law of God. A spiritual 

change must first of all occur transforming the natural man 

to spiritual before he can become sensitive to the impulses 

of spiritual law. It is after this change that it becomes 

reasonable to yield to the things of the spirit. “But the 

natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: 

for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know 

them, because they are spiritually discerned.” (1 

Corinthians 2:14) Therefore the wicked do not possess the 

righteous frame of mind to live by the commandment of 

God because it is foolishness to them. They did not know 

God neither were they aware of His commandment. God 

said to the wicked, "What right have you to declare My 

statutes, or take My covenant in your mouth.” (Psalm 

50:16) 

 

Certainly, there is no association between light and 

darkness. “Do not be unequally yoked together with 

unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with 

lawlessness? And what communion has light with 

darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or 
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what part has a believer with an unbeliever?” (II 

Corinthians 6:14-15) People are hostile towards the 

children of God because His children believe in Him and 

manifest in this faith by obeying His laws. There will 

certainly be a continuous line of demarcation between 

children of the Most High God and the worldly people 

because it is God fearing people that Jesus Christ will 

present to the Father at last. “Then comes the end, when 

He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts 

an end to all rule and all authority and power. For He 

must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. The 

last enemy that will be destroyed is death.” (I Corinthians 

15:24-26) But the worldly people have no part to play in 

the kingdom of God because they have been slated to 

perish in the lake of fire unless they repent of their wicked 

ways and turn to God before their ordained doomed end. 
 

It is the opinion of many that commandments of God place 

restrictions upon His people. Contrary to this, the intention 

of God about the commandments is to make the children 

of God free as long as we do not break any of those 

commandments. However, it must be made clear that there 

are two types of freedom: freedom from God and freedom 

in God.  If you obey His commandments, you are free in 

Him because all of your actions strengthen your 

relationship with Him.  There is nothing as good as being 

able to know those things we need to do in order to 

maintain our relationship with God. Freedom from God is 

what His commandments are designed to prevent. Those 

who are free from God have no relationship with Him and 

are therefore, subject to His wrath. There is nothing as 

straight forward as to know the line of demarcation we 
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should not cross so that we will not incur the wrath of 

God. The law of God is meant to educate the children of 

God about the ways of Heaven so that we can remain in a 

good standing in Book of Life in the presence of our 

Heavenly Father. 
 

Regardless of its many necessary embodiments, the Ten 

Commandments are above all the key note of the culture 

of Heaven. God gave His Commandments to educate man 

about the Heaven’s culture.  Remember the prayer that our 

Lord Jesus Christ taught the disciples? "Thy will be done 

in earth, as it is in heaven." (Matthew 6:10) Our Heavenly 

God desires that the dwelling place of mankind on earth 

may be the extension of Heaven. The merciful God wanted 

to entrench this righteous culture in the heart of His 

children who had just been divinely released from the 

bondage of Egyptian taskmasters. It was the interest of our 

Heavenly Father to showcase His people to the entire 

world as impeccably righteous people. He wanted to 

display His beautiful attributes to all the nations of the 

world through a people possessing the excellent culture of 

heavenly righteousness. It is our Christ filled ways of life 

marked by a spiritually driven obedience to God’s law that 

separates us from the rest of the world. If the children of 

God are not law abiding people, it means there is no 

difference or demarcation between them and the rest of the 

worldly people. These were the strong reasons why God 

gave His Commandments unto mankind.  He began with 

Israelites of old that the law of God might be our school 

masters guiding us in our pathway unto God’s 

righteousness. 
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Commandment Before 

The Commandments 
 

The only hint that we have in the scripture leading to the 

revelation of God’s ordinances to all mankind was the 

close relationship that Moses maintained with God. 

Exodus 19:3 stated, “And Moses went up unto God...” 

Some of the excellent characters that enhance close 

relationship with God are obedience, holiness and 

consistent fellowship with Him in our prayer and 

supplication. The combination of these unique 

characteristics prompted Moses to go up to the mountain 

purposely to seek the face of God in prayer.  It was during 

this fellowship that the Heavenly Father began to intimate 

him with deep spiritual dialogue.  In Jeremiah 29:13 the 

scripture says, “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when 

ye shall search for me with all your heart.” Moses sought 

the face of God with all his heart and he found God.  He 

became friend of God Who spoke with him mouth to 

mouth. “With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even 

apparently, and not in dark speeches …” (Numbers 12:8) 

The Lord called unto him out of the mountain and sent him 

to the household of Israel.  The Lord began His dialogue 

with Moses by reminding the Israelites of the great mighty 

deed He did among the Israel. “Thus you shall say to the 

house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: You yourselves 

have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 

on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself.”  It was like 

God was telling Moses that all those great deeds were just 

like a tip of iceberg compared to the height of honor and 
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greatness that He purposed for the nation. He stated the 

conditions of His blessing and He also declared the 

blessing He had in store for the Israelites. “Now therefore, 

if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, 

then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 

people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a 

kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6)  
 

Moses went down from the mountain. He held a meeting 

with the elders of the Israelites to deliver the messages of 

God to people. In one accord, the elders promised that they 

will do as the Lord commanded them. Moses went up 

again to bring the word of the elders of Israel back to God. 

In response to the elders' desire to be close to Him, God 

gave Israel preliminary commandments for their spiritual 

preparation.  “And the LORD said unto Moses, Go unto 

the people, and sanctify them today and tomorrow, and let 

them wash their clothes, And be ready against the third 

day: for the third day the LORD will come down in the 

sight of all the people upon mount Sinai.” (Exodus 19:10-

11) As a faithful servant of God, at over eighty years of 

age Moses was still gladly and steadfastly serving God. He 

climbed up and down on Mount Sinai bearing the 

messages of God to His people. 
  

Moses came down from the mount to get the congregation 

prepared for the great occasion as God had commanded 

him. “So Moses went down from the mountain to the 

people and sanctified the people, and they washed their 

clothes. And he said to the people, "Be ready for the third 

day; do not come near your wives.” (Exodus 19:14-15) 

This preparation was both physical and spiritual.  
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The physical preparation included washing of their 

clothes, and following all the security protocols in force 

for the great event. Washing of clothes might mean appear 

in one’s best cleansing form physically. Refraining from 

sexual relationship with one’s spouse within the three days 

of their preparation is a form of self-denial and separation 

of self exclusively unto God. This is part of spiritual 

exercise that believers always incorporate into fasting and 

prayer as part of waiting processes when they are seeking 

the face of God.  
 

Spiritual preparation includes bringing ones cleansed 

spiritual vessels before God in preparation to meet with 

Him. This might include seeking the face of God in prayer 

for repentance of the past sins. It includes doing away with 

malice and grudges among the people of God and being at 

peace with everyone. It includes ensuring that 

misunderstandings and differences brethren are resolved. It 

includes embracing forgiveness and peace instead of 

squabbles. It includes consecrating and sanctifying self in 

holiness before God. “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and 

be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God. And ye shall 

keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which 

sanctify you.” (Leviticus 20:7-8) Consecration means 

setting oneself apart in holiness in preparation to appear 

before God. The old priests in Israel were required to be 

consecrated before they could serve in the temple. 

Sanctification means separating self from worldliness unto 

holiness and righteousness of God for the glorious services 

in the Lord’s vineyard.  

 

Being spiritually ready means do away with all elements 

of besetting sins and turn on one’s spiritual receptivity by 
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doing the blessed will of God as directed by their spiritual 

leader. The Lord was simply saying, “Appear before me in 

holiness and in the righteous frame of mind.” “Follow 

peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man 

shall see the Lord.” (Hebrew 12:14) The people of God 

set their minds in one accord on the divine appointment, in 

readiness to receive God’s divine directions and His 

abundant blessings. This is the expectation of God for His 

people any time we come to the presence of God for 

fellowship. If we want to see Him face to face at last we 

need to get ourselves prepared spiritually. 
 

The scenario on the Mount was very tense and terrifying. 

The Holy God was coming down in His awesome glory on 

Mount Sinai. It meant the Holiness of Heaven was coming 

down upon unholy earth that He had cursed early in the 

beginning because of mankind’s sins. However the 

Heavenly Father, ever full of mercy, would still have a 

word with His children. The atmosphere has to be right 

and holily conducive for Heavenly God to dwell among 

His people. That was the reason for the uncommon 

occurrences that began to manifest on the mount. Think of 

it for a moment. The mountain was hosting its Creator on 

earth. The earth did not possess mouth for praising Him 

therefore with a devastating earthquake it set the ball 

rolling in adoration and reverence for the Most High God.  

An unusual thick smoke that covered the mountain top 

heralded His presence. Unprecedented and incessant 

sounds of thunder enveloped the whole environment. The 

uncommon loud blast of trumpet of the angelic host of 

Heaven enveloped the area. The awe and terror of 

Almighty God gripped the heart of everyone. The 
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Israelites could not stand the intense flashing and sounds 

of thunder. The eruption of fire and cloud that covered the 

mountain was fearsome. There, in the awesome glory upon 

the Mount the presence of God manifested, in the pillar of 

fire and cloud on the mountain.   
 

Yet all the thunder, and smoke and fire was not a show of 

the mightiness of Almighty God. Instead, they served to 

highlight and proclaim the importance of the God’s word 

unto His people.  The revelation did not manifest to Israel 

in night visions and interpretable dreams. The spiritual 

encounter of the congregation was, at the same time, a 

vivid physical experience. The merciful God established a 

melding point between divinity and humanity at Mount 

Sinai to set the law of God in motion. Our Heavenly 

Father wanted to be one-on-one with His people.  He was 

revealing to His people the way He wanted to relate with 

them.  Can two walk together, except they be agreed? 

(Amos 3:3) He wanted the congregation to receive the law 

directly so that it would not become a third-party story.  

The Lord did not want to just pass the law to Moses for 

onward implementation among the people of God.  Had 

He done this, it would have been easier for some to later 

speculate that Moses schemed up the law as a clever 

device to manage God’s people. 

 

God had earlier told Moses about the preparation. In turn, 

Moses had prepared the people. Moses assured God that 

people had adequately been prepared and warned, “The 

people cannot come up to Mount Sinai; for You warned us, 

saying, set bounds around the mountain and consecrate 

it.” (Exodus 19:23) Paying attention to details, you will 

notice that it was not only the Israelites that were prepared 
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and consecrated. Even the surrounding base of the Mount 

Sinai was consecrated. Whenever an environment is 

consecrated, only the anointed priest can operate therein. 

God intended that His people might be able to survive His 

fiery presence. That was why God sent Moses back the 

second time to the people because nothing can be taken for 

granted for a perfect God who knows the character of His 

people. God repeated His words to Moses, “Away! Get 

down and then come up, you and Aaron…” (Exodus 

19:24) Obviously, the Lord was telling Moses to go back 

to the people quickly. Take a second look at the 

compliance of the security arrangements. Give a second 

warning to people not to come up to the mountain and 

should not cross the borderline at the base of the mountain. 

After the second warning to the people then come back to 

the mountain, you and Aaron. 
 

The preamble laws before receiving the Ten 

Commandments were in force. God commanded it and 

Moses enacted and implemented it. The law of salvation 

preceded this great event. The entire congregation that 

converged before the Lord were a saved people of God—

saved miraculously from the taskmasters and baptized in 

the cloud of the sea. By the virtue of the covenant that 

began with their forefather, Abraham, they belonged to 

God. They are people of God. For the important occasion 

they consecrated themselves as God commanded them. 

They had cleansed and separated themselves in holiness 

waiting to receive the divine direction from God. They had 

waited for the Lord in fasting and prayer for His 

revelation. The ordinance of the Lord was in operation—



Commandments before the Commandments 

- 23 - 

No one would attempt to cross the borderline He set for 

them at the base of the Mount.  

 

In applying this principle to our lives today, it becomes 

clear that no one can truly appreciate the importance of the 

law of God unless the individual had experienced the 

divine transformation that led to his salvation. The heart 

has to be re-conditioned and sanctified to receive the 

things of the Spirit. It is impossible to receive the law of 

God into an unprepared heart. The word would not have a 

foot hold and would not germinate, not to talk of bearing 

enduring fruit in the heart that was not prepared. Only a 

people that have been spiritually transformed and prepared 

possess the spiritual nature capable of receiving and 

observing the law of God. In addition to this, the person 

have to remain cleansed according to scripturally 

prescribed holiness.  Like Moses, he or she would have to 

continually separate self unto God in daily fellowship 

through reading and meditation on His Word and prayer.  

“Now all the people witnessed the thundering, the 

lightning flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the 

mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they 

trembled and stood afar off. Then they said to Moses, 

“You speak with us, and we will hear; but let not God 

speak with us, lest we die.” (Exodus 20:18-19)  At every 

stage in human development, even in this so-called 

sophisticated generation, the awesome manifestation of the 

power of Almighty God in any form He chose is terrifying. 

The episode on Mount Sinai was unique. The Shekinah 

glory of Almighty God was still strange to His people and 

they were terrified to behold it. Any time the law of God 

comes to man it always come with signs and wonder. The 
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reason is not far-fetched. Human beings have a tendency 

to forget things. The manifestation of the power of God at 

the time of the revelation always acts as a reminder of the 

event throughout the generation of mankind. If men forget 

the law, at least they will remember the awesome event. 

The event would remain in their memory and they would 

pass on the glorious events they witnessed to their 

generation. And if they can remember the event then they 

will also remember the messages and the purposes. The 

circle of remembrance of the visitation of heaven would 

continue to resonate in the mind of the people of God 

throughout the existence of man on earth. 
  

The replica of Mount Sinai scenario in the New Testament 

was the visitation of Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 

Although the event seemed to occur unnoticed to the entire 

world but the stage of the divine event was set. From the 

time of Moses till the time of Jesus Christ on earth, the 

nation of Israel had been observing the commemoration of 

the Feast of the Week consistently until the fateful day of 

Pentecost. “And you shall count for yourselves from the 

day after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the 

sheaf of the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be 

completed. Count fifty days to the day after the seventh 

Sabbath; then you shall offer a new grain offering to the 

Lord.” (Leviticus 23:15-16) Seven weeks after the feast of 

Passover was harvest time of barley in Israel. On the 

fiftieth day after Passover is the celebration of Feast of 

Weeks or [Shavuot] popularly known as Pentecost. During 

this time, people from other countries gathered in Israel to 

trade in the abundant of their bumper harvest of barley.  
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Jesus Christ had earlier instructed the disciples to wait in 

the city if Jerusalem. “And, behold, I send the promise of 

my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, 

until ye be endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) 

The disciples obeyed our Lord, and 120 believers that 

were spiritually prepared, gathered together in one accord, 

in the Upper Room in the city of Jerusalem. Obviously 

they waited with expectation. The waited in faith believing 

that the grace of the glorious visitation will come at the 

right time. They sought the face of God and prayed 

fervently for the promised divine visitation from Heaven. 

And suddenly, like a mighty rushing wind, Holy Spirit 

located the prepared believers in the Upper Room. The 

anointing of Holy Spirit appeared on their heads like a 

clove tongue of fire. (Acts 2:1-4) As part of divine 

preparation of secular people, on this day of Pentecost, 

different people from seventeen nations were unwittingly 

present in Jerusalem to trade in the harvest of barley. “And 

how is it that we hear, each in our own language in which 

we were born? ‘Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those 

dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both Jews 

and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs--we hear them 

speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.’ 

So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one 

another, "Whatever could this mean?” (Acts 2:8-12) 

Although these visitors were not part of the people that 

experience the divine touch of the Holy Spirit but they 

were the credible eye-witnesses that heard the believers 

manifesting in the divine utterance of their Pentecostal 

experience. They heard the disciples speaking in the native 
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dialects of the seventeen nations. They came to participate 

in the feast of the Week, they never knew that God had 

gathered them together to feast upon the power from on 

high and benefit from the glorious visitation. 

 

The impact of the glorious presence of the Third Person of 

Trinity was uniquely awesome in the midst of the 

spiritually prepared believers and the secular people. The 

anointing removed fear from the hearts of the apostles and 

they were completely transformed. The anointing of Holy 

Spirit brought forth divine utterance to the believers so that 

they could reach out to the 17 different nationalities 

present in Jerusalem on the day. Their transformation was 

imparted upon to the generation of mankind till today and 

throughout the existence of man on earth.  The purpose of 

a Pentecost experience and the purpose of the visitation of 

Holy Spirit among men will remain fresh in our memories. 

Through the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, an 

uncountable number of people had responded with faith 

and obedience to embrace salvation. 

 

Let us go back to Mount Sinai.  On the appointed third day 

there was a great angelic celebration on the mount.  The 

Lord came down upon Mount Sinai according to His word. 

His glory of God filled the Mount. In the midst of thick 

cloud of the glory of God, there was sporadic earth quakes 

and unprecedented thundering. Moses, His servant, was 

divinely preserved in the midst of the angelic fireworks.  

The lightning flashed and thunder strike yet the lives of 

His beloved were preserved.  The Shekinah glory of His 

divine presence known as Pillar of Cloud and Fire 
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engulfed the entire mountain top.  The sounds of the 

angelic trumpets drown the fearful and squeaky crying of 

mortal men. 
 

The monumental celebration of the angelic hosts on the 

mount was part of God’s visitation.  We all know that the 

earthly leader does not make a public appearance in any 

place without entourage swarming around him. The 

magnitude of celebration that the heavenly hosts 

manifested upon the mountain was not even sufficient to 

reflect His Glory.  Nevertheless, it was sufficient to 

imprint the importance of His glory upon the hearts of the 

Israelites in order that His messages would be registered 

and imprinted in their hearts. Israel beheld only a glimpse 

of the awesomeness of God’s glory and they trembled. 
 

And above all, the Lord glorious presence upon the Mount 

denoted the height of the Heavenly Father’s humility. The 

Psalmist tells us that the “LORD is high above all nations, 

and his glory above the heavens. Who is like unto the 

LORD our God, who dwelleth on high, Who humbleth 

himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the 

earth! (Psalm 113:4-6) The LORD declared in Isaiah, 

“The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool 

…” (Isaiah 66:1) The mystery of His love that mingled 

with purposefulness of His precepts made Him to humbly 

leave the glory of His Majesty high above the heavens and 

condescend so low to the level of men, that He might enter 

their abode in order to dialogue with earthly.  
 

The Lord God in His infinite mercy needed to make His 

glorious presence felt among His people so that they can 

differentiate the real God from the lifeless idol gods they 
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were worshipping in Egypt. They needed to experience 

and witness the awesome power of Almighty God the 

Creator of Heaven and earth on the Mount.  They needed 

fodder for imagining His ability and the authority behind 

every single statement of the law that proceeded from His 

mouth.  This would help them to prepare and make up 

their minds to receive the law wholeheartedly, and live 

absolutely by it.  That was why God told Moses to prepare 

the Israelites physically and spiritually for three day days 

before their divine appointment with Him on the Mount. 
 

Obviously it is not possible for the 21st Century readers to 

live through again the exact experience of the divine 

visitation of God upon Mount Sinai that led to the divine 

utterance and divine lettering of the Ten Commandments. 

Notwithstanding I pray that the Holy Spirit will take you 

to the in-depth realm of understanding and endow you 

with divine revelation of the vision of the truth that the 

Lord is revealing to the world in this book. As you are 

reading this book, I know that you are not on Mount Sinai 

like the Israelites of old, but I am humbly requesting you 

to please focus your mind and attention on the spoken 

word of God that had transformed humanity from 

generation unto generation. Therefore, beloved, get ready 

to be ushered into the realm of revelation of God. Open 

your heart to receive the great Commandments of 

righteousness and holiness from our Lord God Almighty 

that will harmonize our relationship with the Living God 

and benefit of humanity as a whole. The word of His 

Commandments will fall on a good ground in your hearts 

in Jesus name, Amen. 
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1 
 

“You shall have no 

other gods before Me.” 
 

“I am the LORD thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have no other gods before 
me.” (Exodus 20:2-3) 

The scripture gave us an insight about the sound of the 

voice of God. Revelation 14:2 says, “And I heard a voice 

from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice 

of a great thunder.” Like a mighty thundering, the first 

commandment of God rolled out with a prolonged 

vibrating echo in the ear of the Israelites. Only the 

spiritually trained ears of Moses could decipher those loud 

and powerful sounds that were proceeding from the 

presence of the Heavenly Father. 
 

The commandment began with the introduction of Who 

the Lord God Almighty is. It further explained the loving 

heart of God towards His people in the way He 

personalized His introduction and relationship with the 

Israelites. Even if the nation of Israel did not recognize the 

Lord as her God, at least she could still recount that 

mighty and powerful hands of God delivered her from the 
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encumbrances of Pharaoh. Yet, He was not content to be 

only their Savior.  As He spoke to them, He lead His 

people from their known experience to establish principles 

that will guide them through in life as a congregation of 

righteous people. For as David said, “Thy word is a lamp 

unto my feet and a light unto my path.”  God reminded the 

Israelites that they were completely helpless and enslaved 

in Egypt. Their wisdom could not show them the way to 

freedom. Their strength and skill were unable to deliver 

them out from the hands of their taskmaster. All the idol 

gods they knew and worshipped in Egypt could not deliver 

them from the hand of Pharaoh.  
 

The peak of human ingratitude is to apportion the praises 

and glory rightly due unto Almighty God, the Author of 

life, to lifeless idol gods. Considering the awesome 

scintillating bright light that we behold every day and all 

the mystery of beautiful life that surrounds us, it is the 

height of spiritual ignorance for anyone to not know and 

revere God Almighty who is the author of creation. Even if 

man does not know God, the marvelous works of the 

Heavenly King speak volumes of His excellent and perfect 

work of Creation. Consider the immeasurable great deeds 

of the Heavenly Father for mankind and the way He is 

consistently mindful of humanity. Is it not a great 

abomination to provoke God to jealousy by paying 

reverential attention to worthless objects and thereby 

turning them into the idols He abhors? That is why the 

Lord declared openly in the book of Isaiah and said, “I am 

the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 

another, neither my praise to graven images.” (Isaiah 

42:8) 
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And as for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born thy 
navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to 
supple thee; thou wast not salted at all, nor swaddled 
at all. None eye pitied thee, to do any of these unto 
thee, to have compassion upon thee; but thou wast 
cast out in the open field, to the loathing of thy person, 
in the day that thou wast born. And when I passed by 
thee, and saw thee polluted in thine own blood, I said 
unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live; yea, I said 
unto thee when thou wast in thy blood, Live. I have 
caused thee to multiply as the bud of the field, and thou 
hast increased and waxen great, and thou art come to 
excellent ornaments: thy breasts are fashioned, and 
thine hair is grown, whereas thou wast naked and bare.  
 
Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee, 
behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my 
skirt over thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I 
sware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with 
thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou becamest mine. 
Then washed I thee with water; yea, I throughly 
washed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee 
with oil. I clothed thee also with broidered work, and 
shod thee with badgers' skin, and I girded thee about 
with fine linen, and I covered thee with silk. I decked 
thee also with ornaments, and I put bracelets upon thy 
hands, and a chain on thy neck. And I put a jewel on 
thy forehead, and earrings in thine ears, and a beautiful 
crown upon thine head. Thus wast thou decked with 
gold and silver; and thy raiment was of fine linen, and 
silk, and broidered work; thou didst eat fine flour, and 
honey, and oil: and thou wast exceeding beautiful, and 
thou didst prosper into a kingdom. And thy renown 
went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it was 
perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon 
thee, saith the Lord GOD.(Ezekiel 16:4-14)  
 

In this first commandment, God was teaching the Israel to 

demonstrate gratefulness to the Mighty One in Israel who 

rescued them from the hand of tyranny in Egypt. In the 
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above allegorical prophesy of Ezekiel, can anyone say that 

the Heavenly Father who picked up the Israel from the 

pollution of her own blood was asking for too much when 

He asked that her allegiance must be unto Him? After 

lovingly promising Israel, “I will never leave thee nor 

forsake thee,” can a Father’s simple request for love be 

considered outrageous? The covenant keeping God 

remembered His covenant with Abraham. With stretched 

hands He swiftly rescued Israel, the afflicted children of 

Abraham. The covenant was the basis of the relationship 

between God and Abraham when he was alive. Abraham 

did not have other gods before Almighty God. The 

Heavenly Father intended that the same relationship be 

continued with the generation of Abraham as long as the 

righteous terms of the covenant are maintained. That was 

why God demanded that the household of Israelites should 

have no other gods before Him. The Lord did not want 

anything to contend and contest His Lordship over the 

Israelites the apple of His eyes.  

 

It is certainly not too much for a good earthly father to 

demand that his children recognize him as the head of the 

family and honor him.  He has been there watching over 

every members of his children growing from infant to 

adulthood. He has been consistently loving and caring for 

them. He has been guiding them according to the level of 

his wisdom and abilities to ensure that the children live an 

excellent life. Having all these facts in mind, it means the 

father expects his children to look unto him as their father 

even if only because he continues to contribute towards the 

advancement of the family. He wants to be there for the 
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family according to his capacity. He does not want to be 

ignored or be discarded as a nonexistent entity in the 

family because he is answerable to the Heavenly God who 

made him the human angel to his family. Every tribe 

among human race has a unique culture of honoring their 

earthly parents. At least they recognize and revere their 

father with a unique title that comes with honor and 

respect. I am yet to see the earthly father teaching his 

children to call him by his first name. Some fathers have 

been said to do so in western nations but only in reaction 

against old ways. Nevertheless, in moments of anger or 

love, one hears them demanding acknowledgement by 

saying, “I am your father,” instead of saying “I am … 

Bob.” If the earthly father can rightly demand for 

recognition and honor, how much more is the Creator of 

Heaven who is the Father of all the earthly fathers? 
 

Perhaps we are wondering why God is asking man to 

accord Him with honor and glory due to Him. To whom 

much is given much is expected. The scripture revealed 

that we are created in the image of God. We are all 

endowed with the attributes of appreciation. We need to 

understand that whenever God gives man a 

commandment, He intends to use the obedience thereof as 

a platform of blessing those who obey Him. God is 

demanding that we recognize Him as our Father in order to 

enable us to pattern our lives according to His glorious 

attributes. He expects us to revere Him wholeheartedly 

because it is our reasonable service. He expects us to 

consistently relate with Him because by so doing we are 

positioning ourselves in the zone of His divine blessing.  
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Today human beings permit many things to contend the 

lordship of mankind with God in their lives. The Ancient 

of Days who knew the end before the beginning had 

already foreseen what will become the heart of man later 

in life. Today mammon, otherwise known as the god of 

‘money’ is keenly contending the lordship of man with 

God. It is a fact that money answereth all things, 

(Ecclesiastes 10:19) but this maxim is mainly limited to 

secular activities. Money may procure an excellent 

medical service and brand name medication, but God is 

the Lord that heals us. “If thou wilt diligently hearken to 

the voice of the LORD thy God, and wilt do that which is 

right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, 

and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases 

upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I 

am the LORD that healeth thee.” (Exodus 15:26) Money 

does not answer the issue of salvation of man it is 

exclusive gift of God through grace. “For by grace are ye 

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 

gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8) Money may be a useful 

resource for the relevant activities in the fellowship of the 

saints but it is not the main operator in the relationship of 

man with his Creator. Money is truly a powerful item 

among humanity but the love of it is the root of all evil. 

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for 

which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, 

and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. (I 

Timothy 6:10) Because of inordinate desires and love for 

money the vision of many became clouded and many 

people have deserted the Heavenly King.  God gave us the 

first commandment that we might have ordinance and 
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direction to our desires by first telling us whom we are to 

revere. 

 

Some of the people have been engulfed and drowned in 

pride. They cannot behold the mighty hands of God in 

their achievements. They always attribute their successes 

to their wisdom and abilities. They fail to realize that no 

man can manifest any ability on earth unless it is given to 

him by the Heavenly Father. They do not know the 

difference between achievements and the grace of 

enjoying ones fruit of labor. Some people are so full of 

themselves that they failed to realize that it is God 

Almighty that ministers to every single cells of their body. 

They did not even know that it is the power of God that 

balanced the chemical composition of their body and daily 

makes it possible for them to function perfectly in order 

that they may handle their daily activities.  

 

To some, their job is their god in the way they are totally 

wrapped up and slowly consumed by office activities that 

they forget about God who provided them with the job. 

They uphold the job in their hearts as if their lives depend 

on it. These types of people always talk about being busy 

and bearing responsibilities of the company as if the 

company cannot exist without them. They emphasize that 

the job provides money for them to take care of their 

families. There may be some element of superficial truth 

in this statement as there is always some truth in the best 

deception. Maybe this is why their centermost thought is 

about the ‘provision’ thereby relegating the Almighty 

Provider to the background. The truth that this categories 

of people should know is that God is the Mighty Father 
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that gives them the power to get wealth. “… then you say 

in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have 

gained me this wealth.' And you shall remember the Lord 

your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth 

…, (Deuteronomy 8:17-18) After all, can a man or woman 

work and make money while crippled on a sick bed?  Can 

anyone work enough to care for and heal all the physical 

and emotional ailments of a family ravaged by death and 

illness?  Is it not the Lord who sustains us and blesses us?  

 

Fun and time consuming entertainment activities like 

sports events and social party events are the gods of some 

people. They can spend all night without sleeping in the 

nightclubs to celebrate all night parties.  Is it any wonder 

then that they find it so boring to spend a few hours during 

night vigil to seek the face of God in prayer? They can 

stay from morning to the evening time in one spot during a 

sporting event in the stadium to watch their darling teams 

playing games. They can cheer their soccer idol, basketball 

idol, baseball idol or American idol but never think of 

setting aside quality time in a day to praise the Creator. If 

people in these categories come to the church, their 

patience burns out fast because of the worldly 

commitments they have. Many would say, “I cannot spend 

so-so numbers of hours in the church, I have important 

things to do,” because they have made the gods of this 

world their god. In fact, they feel this urgency strongly 

both physically and mentally because their bodies and 

minds have grown accustomed and addicted to the worship 

of these other gods and, like lotus eaters, they are eager to 

go back. For this reason, the only solution for any 
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boredom and distraction one might feel in God’s presence 

is to obey the first commandment and continue to worship 

Him and spend time in His Presence.  When anyone does 

this, the body and mind will adapt and change, and begin 

to hunger for God's presence and by His grace, all the 

addictions will melt away. 

 

Perhaps we are yet to understand this commandment from 

the point of view of our Heavenly Father. He is simply 

telling us that since He is always mindful and thoughtful 

of His people on earth, He expects His children on earth to 

be as mindful and thoughtful of Him. God is not only 

interests in our adoration, He wants to inhabit our praise 

because angels in heaven are also worshipping Him. "But 

thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel." 

(Psalm 22:3) He simply doesn’t want us to cut off our 

lifeline and blessing by worshipping lifeless idol gods and 

thereby fall into abominable sin because we have 

abandoned the Source of our life. He is the reason behind 

and foundation beneath every joy we can ever celebrate. 

He is the prevailing Lord of solution over every problem 

of our lives. He is the reason for our existence on earth. He 

is our sufficiency in all ramifications. He is all in all in our 

life, the Alpha and Omega. That is why He rightly 

demanded that, “We should not have another god beside 

Him.” That glorious chair at the apex of our heart belongs 

to Him.  And unto Him alone should our praises be.  
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   2 
 

“You shall not make for 

yourself a carved image.” 
 
“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeness of any thing that is in 
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth: Thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 
them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous 
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me; And shewing 
mercy unto thousands of them that love me, 
and keep my commandments.” (Exodus 20:4-6) 
 

The main purpose of the second commandment is about 

making image of objects and the mankind relationship 

with the inanimate objects. It is the longest worded 

commandment out of the Ten Commandments. It is also 

the strongest worded Commandment out of the ten. The 

language and intensity of the commandment was so 

sweeping and absolute. "... any likeness of anything that is 

in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is 

in the water under the earth ..." The sweeping phrases 

were embedded in the instructive language of the 

commandment so that man can understand the importance 

of it. Of course, the reason was not far-fetched. The 

Israelites were just delivered from a nation that specialized 
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in worshipping carved images. Carving and sculpturing 

were popular occupations in the olden days Egypt. The 

carved image was serving two purposes; it was a source of 

revenue to the sculptors and carvers when they sell their 

wares. The people who purchased the carved images 

ignorantly turned the objects to small idol gods that they 

worshipped. Up to this day archeologists are still 

excavating various images that had been buried in the 

land. The horrible orientation of idolatry that the Israelites 

had experienced in Egypt had polluted their minds and 

perspectives. In order to change their horrible mindset to a 

righteous one and also to redirect their focus to godliness, 

the Heavenly Father gave them this instructive 

commandment.  
 

The Graven Image 

The commandment of God is very clear from the scripture. 

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image …” 

Some of the dictionary meaning of the word ‘graven” from 

www.dictionary.com includes image that deeply impressed 

on one’s mind, image that is firmly fixed on one’s mind. 

Further, Leviticus 26:1 says, "Ye shall make you no idols 

nor graven image, neither rear you up a standing image, 

neither shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to 

bow down unto it: for I am the LORD your God."  

Deuteronomy 4:16-19 says, "Lest ye corrupt yourselves, 

and make you a graven image, the similitude of any figure, 

the likeness of male or female, the likeness of any beast 

that is on the earth, the likeness of any winged fowl that 

flieth in the air, the likeness of anything that creepeth on 

the ground, the likeness of any fish that is in the waters 

beneath the earth: and lest thou lift up thine eyes unto 
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heaven, and when thou seest the sun, and the moon, and 

the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven 

to worship them, and serve them, which the LORD thy God 

hath divided unto all nations under the whole heaven." 

 

There are many images in our world today that are not 

carved nor sculpted in the traditional way. There are 

photographic images. There are electronic images. Anyone 

who has done photography knows that photos are a form 

of sculpting with light. Photoshop is electronic version of a 

digital carving. The media communication systems of 

today on television and video productions are presented in 

the combination of digital images and audio system.  

These moving pictures and sounds undergo extensive 

editing which was once called sculpting.  You will note 

that in the process of carving or sculpting an image, 

something of a man’s perspective is always imparted to the 

final product. Worship of an image therefore is always a 

worship in line according to the perspective of man.   

 

It is not the nature of the image itself that is evil. Neither 

does an image or sculpture become evil when people have 

spontaneous emotions in reaction to it.  It is the inordinate 

desire strengthens by those emotions and cumulative sinful 

ideas that emanates when one is looking intently at the 

image that engraves and deeply impresses the image upon 

a person’s mind and thereby turns the image into an idol. 

Once a person has made an image into an idol, it is 

extremely difficult to separate the graven image from the 

idea or feeling it represents. 

 

Emotions about images generally fall into one or more of 

three categories: “sacred or awe,” “scary or repulsive,” and 
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“alluring or enticing.”  Sacred images are the ones that 

denote all kinds of idol gods and deities that many people 

are worshipping and offering sacrifices unto. In the 

western world, “developments” in art have atrophied and 

ridiculed our God given sense of awe but this reaction to 

images is still prevalent in many other areas of the world. 

Scary images are the graphic images that make people 

cringe and develop uncomfortable and repulsive feelings 

toward an object when one was suddenly exposed to its 

image. These types of images are common in the horror 

movies or carved images of those ugly idol gods. Again, 

the horror inspired by these images is often confused with 

awe and in non-western parts of the world, they inspire a 

reverse form of worship.  People who believe in these evil 

idol gods often do whatever is in their power to appease 

them or scare them in order to keep them away.  We may 

call them superstitious but in reality they are worshipping. 

The alluring images are those that trigger desire 

particularly sexual urges when one is exposed to it. This 

includes carved or sculptured images that insinuate a 

naked man and woman engaging in sexual relationship 

with their developed genitalia imposingly exposed. These 

types of sculpture or carved images are very common 

among the old Romans sculptures. All over the world, 

these types of graven images are openly displayed and 

worshipped in the pornographic magazines and the X-rated 

movies that saturate our environment. If anyone is exposed 

to sacred, scary or alluring images, the image has a strong 

potential to make an imprint upon the mind of the 

individual because one way or another, it uncomfortably 

stirs the person's normal natural reaction. Any inordinate 
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action to either repeat or avoid this sensation leads to the 

image becoming deeply impressed upon his or her mind.  

 

In a plain language, God is simply telling us, “Do not 

make for yourself, a graven image of anything” that can 

drag away your mind unto unlimited entanglement of 

unrighteousness and idolatry worshipping. God knew that 

when man begins to represent the imagination of his mind 

with physical images he made, there will be no limit to the 

revelation and physical representation of his evil thought. 

The effect does just end there because physical 

manifestation of an evil thought causes further reflection 

on that evil which causes the evil to increase which leads 

to further engraving of the image and so on and so on.  

The effect is recursive.  “Do not make,” simply means do 

not produce them. If there is no production line, there will 

be no supply line. No supply will mean no demand. The 

Egyptians of old were worshipping the image of any kind 

of object they carved and they paid dearly for it when the 

judgment of God came upon them. 

 

One may have reason to object to this commandment and 

say, “I can carve images of my choice for myself as long 

as I do not sell the carved products.” You may carve the 

images for your own pleasure, perhaps for decoration 

purposes. The question is if you are a woodcarver, “What 

type of images will you carve?” Most of the wood carvers 

and sculptors always shape their products according to the 

image of their imaginations. They are trying to satisfy one 

unique purpose—they want to ensure that they impress 

themselves even if they only impress themselves enough 

to be sure that others will be impressed. From impressing 

self, their carvings will impress others. If you are a 
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sculptor that does not possess the mind of God, what 

impressions will the physical image of your imagination 

bring to the minds of people around you? Of course the 

physical representation of your imagination will center on 

images of the things that satisfy the flesh and worldliness. 

“Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is 

not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. So 

then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” 

(Romans 8:7-8) “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye 

not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? 

Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the 

enemy of God.” (James 4:4) 

 

The sculptors always take into consideration the interest of 

their customers in whatever they produce. Some mold 

symbols and objects of occultism—silver skull and bones 

image engraved on a ring and other masonic images. 

These are the insignias the owners wear to identify 

themselves as member of these occultism organizations. 

Some carve masquerades’ heads in the villages or towns 

where people worship masquerade idols. Some carve eye-

catching image of dragons, snakes, tigers, eagles, giant 

bats and human beings, among the nations that consider 

those images as their symbolic idols. Some nations choose 

the images of heavenly bodies like moon, stars and sun as 

their idols. The image of Statue of Liberty (Lady Liberty) 

at Ellis Island is unique to some people in United States of 

America. If you want to know that the image of Lady 

Liberty really impressed some of US citizens watch out for 

the costumes that some people put on during the 

Halloween festival in United States. The image of Chinese 

Zodiac Dragon deeply impressed some of the Chinese 
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citizens. This image is so impressive to so many people 

that Chinese or otherwise, many have permanently imprint 

the dragon tattoo on their bodies.  

 

The sculptors always design their carving with intention to 

make it attractive to people who may desire to purchase 

their products for decoration. They carve something that 

reminds the people of their ancestral idolatry background. 

Many people today, carve the invisible images of 

imaginary idols in their hearts. Even if they do not bow to 

worship these imaginary images, their characters always 

reflect that of the imaginary idols they cherish in their 

hearts. If you enter into the rooms of teenagers in the 21st 

century, most of them have images of their star idols 

pasted on their walls or as the background of their 

computer screen. These children inordinately pattern their 

life-styles after their star idols—another form of 

worshipping that provokes God to jealousy 
 

The consequence of disobedience to the commandment of 

God is very grave. Deuteronomy 27:15 says, "Cursed be 

the man that maketh any graven or molten image, an 

abomination unto the LORD, the work of the hands of the 

craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place. And all the 

people shall answer and say, Amen." Psalm 97:7 says, 

"Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that 

boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods." 

 

The general characteristic of humanity is the power of 

influence. Many people are attracted to different images 

and desire them for completely different purposes. It is 

certain that human beings do not live forever. When these 

carved images pass from one generation to the other, the 
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next generation may read a complete different meaning to 

it. The new generation may think that the carved images 

were the gods of their ancestors when their ancestors may 

have just thought they were decorative images. The objects 

may represent so many things for different people to the 

detriment of their relationship with God Almighty. That is 

why it is better not own nor trade with any molded or 

carved image of any object anywhere. Yet evil abounds 

and one is bound to be exposed to idols if he lives in this 

world.  Therefore it is best of all to be aware of your 

reactions and feelings to what you see and hear and ask 

yourself if other men and women have been tempted to sin 

because of it or if you feel tempted to unbelief.  If this is so 

then do not seek to repeat your feelings or ideas by looking 

at the image again. Do not become a collector of the 

graven images for fun or as a means of investment that 

will generate monetary profit in future sales transactions. 

The truth that these collectors need to know is that most of 

their collections were stolen idol gods from various 

countries of the world. Anyone in possession of these 

collections is harboring household of demonic monsters in 

their houses.  

 

Do Not Bow To Idol 

The commandment continues by commanding us not bow 

down to worship the graven images. In an attempt to bring 

the two points in the second commandment together, we 

discover that God was telling us that, if someone is not 

supplying carved images and we do not own any of the 

carved images, we will not be tempted to worship them. 

Better still if we do not reserve any corner of our heart for 

idolizing any inanimate object, we will not be tempted to 
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be carried away with it in our mind to the extent of bowing 

down to worship it. 

 

Many of us may wonder and ask, “Is there any sin in being 

creative as to become a sculptor artist or a wood carver? 

There is absolutely nothing wrong with obtaining a 

proficiency of becoming a sculptor or a woodcarver. The 

people in these trades can choose to be creative and 

enterprising in all walks of life in this branch of art. They 

can design decorations on the doors of buildings. They can 

design a decorative glass stained pictures on the windows 

even of churches that do not point people to idols. 

Virtually all the items we are using in our homes and 

offices have shapes. The sculptors can improve on the 

shapes of the various household items like cups, pots, 

chairs, tables, wall units, water closets and designer’s 

bathtub, etc. With the creative mind that God had given 

them, the sculptor and carvers will always have something 

to do in order to keep soul and body together and put bread 

on the table for their families and at the same time be 

mindful of the commandments of God.  

 

The problem, as stated before, lies with what human 

beings do with the products of their professions. The 

purpose of carving images among the ancient Israelites 

was to turn it to an idol god. The first prominent image in 

the bible—the golden calf, carved by Aaron for the 

Israelites after their deliverance from the Egyptians, 

became an idol god unto the people of God. They 

worshipped this image and burned incense unto it. It was 

an unimaginable and self-degrading habit. Imagine that 

you shape an image with your own hand, and you descend 

so low to bow down to worship the lifeless image you 
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shaped according to the imagination of your heart. By this 

act, it means you attribute the glory that belongs to God 

alone to the lifeless idol. Yet because man still in the fallen 

nature, we so easily fall into this idolatry.  Hence God 

gave us the commandment to keep us away from the idols 

in order to draw us closer to Him. 

 

Can you imagine that the only thing that interested Rachel, 

the wife of Jacob, out of the abundance of her father’s 

wealth was his idol god? When Jacob left Laban with his 

family, Rachel did not steal her father’s money but she 

craved for his idol god. “When Laban had gone to shear 

his sheep, Rachel stole her father's household gods.” 

(Genesis 31:19) Among other reasons why Laban pursued 

Jacob and his family was to recover his stolen idol 

god. “Now you have gone off because you longed to return 

to your father's house. But why did you steal my gods?" 

(Genesis 31:30) When Laban finally caught up with Jacob 

after a hot pursuit, he demanded for the stolen idol god. 

Rachel refused to part with it. She concealed it in camel 

furniture and sat on it pretended that she cannot get up 

from her seat because of her monthly menstrual custom 

procedures.  

 

The Power of Image 

Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, 
We have sinned, for we have spoken against the 
LORD, and against thee; pray unto the LORD, 
that he take away the serpents from us. And 
Moses prayed for the people. And the LORD 
said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and 
set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that 
every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, 
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shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, 
and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that 
if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld 
the serpent of brass, he lived. (Numbers 21:1-9) 

 

Once again, as usual, the Israelites blew it again during 

their wilderness journey.  The judgment of God came 

down heavily upon them.  They sought the face of God for 

mercy and deliverance.  The mercy of God once again 

prevailed and He handed down unto Moses solution to 

their predicament. God commanded Moses to make a fiery 

serpent and set it upon a pole, anyone that looked upon the 

serpent shall live. Perhaps you are about to ask, "If people 

should not make image of any kind in accordance to the 

commandment of God, why did God commanded Moses 

to make bronze snake on a pole for the salvation of the 

Israelites that were bitten by snake?"  

 

There are certain things that one needs to take into 

consideration about this discussion.  First of all God 

commanded Moses to make a serpent of brass and set 

upon a pole. There is clear difference between fiery 

serpent and graven image.  Graven images generally are 

idol gods of the idol worshippers.  Remember that it takes 

an inordinate desire to cause an image to be engraved in 

the mind of a man.  The worshipers of these idols do it 

joyfully. God did not command the Israelites to worship 

the fiery serpent on the pole.  In fact the people were in 

pain because they had disobeyed God, and they were not 

in the mood of worshipping idol.  They only desired 

deliverance from the snake bite poison that caused their 

pains. In this scenario, God in His mercy strategically 

intervened to respond to the prayer of the sinful Israelites 
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that were in anguish of excruciating pains of snake bite. 

The mindset of the people was still idolatry. The scripture 

tells us in Hebrews 11:1, "Now faith is the substance of 

things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen." To teach 

idolatry minded people the concept of faith, you have to 

take them from their knowledge of physical understanding 

to the unknown spiritual that will lead them to the 

unlimited blessing of faith.  Snake bite antidote had not 

been discovered then, but the amazing power of faith was 

in operation. Physically looking at the fiery snake on the 

pole was not snake a bite antidote. But humbly looking at 

the fiery snake on the pole in obedience to the 

commandment of God simply means that the individual 

had exercised faith in God.  What is done in obedience to 

God is pleasing to Him and by definition, is faith.  Refusal 

to obey God because His commandment appears strange 

and possibly contradictory even though you are sure it is 

His commandment displays a lack of faith in Him. 

 

Through this event, God revealed it to the Israelites and 

generality of mankind, that salvation of God did not come 

cheap. It came through the path of excruciating pain that 

the Son of God, Jesus Christ would undergo on the Cross 

of Calvary where He will be lifted up like the fiery snake 

on the pole in agonizing pain. For the bite of the serpent is 

the same as the bite of sin that results in the painful 

agonizing death that comes because of the sin’s poison. 

“He who knew no sin became sin for us that we might 

become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:21) 

He became synonymous with the serpent so that His death 

on the Cross might also be the death of sin and its poison.  
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Only the people that realize that they are in the agony of 

pain from sin and its poison, that faithfully look unto Him 

alone will receive salvation from sin and the 

Righteousness of God. Jesus Christ said, "... as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 

Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him 

should not perish, but have eternal life." (John 3:14-15) 

The sinful Israelites looked unto the fiery serpent on the 

pole in the wilderness and were delivered, if we faithfully 

look unto Jesus Christ, salvation is sure. "Looking unto 

Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 

God." (Hebrews 12:2) 

 

One can now see why God created us to be so vulnerable 

to images and sculptures. He did not do it to make us weak 

but instead that He might teach us the ways of heaven and 

make us strong.  Consider trying to teach a child how to 

read without picture books. It can be done but it is 

difficult.  Consider how easy it is for children to grow up 

into faithful men and women when they have good role 

models; images that model righteously what it means to be 

a man or woman of faith.  We are so sensitive to images 

and so vulnerable to their messages.  Every vulnerability is 

like a door; they are there so that we can let The Right One 

in.  So also unless God uses pictures, as He did with this 

serpent, it would be impossible for us to even begin to 

understand and appreciate what Jesus did for us.  God 

commands us not to make images for ourselves because in 

our fallen state we will always weave ourselves into every 

image we make. However, God knowing the power of 
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images over us, created images for us to help guide us unto 

faith.  He gave us reflections of Himself in the cloud of 

witnesses that surround us (Hebrews 12). However, the 

Greatest Image He gave us was His Son Jesus Christ.  In 

following Him, in exulting Him, in looking at Him, the 

image of God Invisible (Col 1:15), we are truly fulfilled.  

in Christ, God speaks again to us to tell us that the only 

thing that is sinful is that which we do or refuse to do in 

disobedience to Him. 

  

As we have done many times, Israel failed to understand 

the point of the serpent on the tree.  The bronze serpent, 

was the Lord's solution to the perennial problem of Israel 

in the wilderness, became a point of reverence for idol 

worshippers. They stopped looking at the serpent out of 

obedience to God and made it instead into their idol by 

engraving it upon their hearts. With the passage of time 

after the death of Moses, the Israelites continued to 

worship the bronze made serpent as an idol god. So 

consider that if men and women can turn an image that 

God commanded Moses to make into an idol, how much 

more the images we make ourselves.  Therefore, a great 

deal of caution must be exercised in the images one 

displays in his or her home.  Even the images of ancestors 

should be displayed cautiously as these images are 

commonly worshiped in some parts of the world. Much of 

the controversy over the images and icons in some 

churches today are because of their current use seem very 

much like spiritual ancestor worship. As was said before, 

the ancestors may have understood but the children may 

not.  Consider how strong a grip the worship of this 
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serpent had.  People continued to worship it for 

generations through the reign of David and up to the reign 

of King Hezekiah in Israel, a godly minded king who 

finally destroyed all the idol gods in Israel. “He removed 

the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down 

the Asherah poles. He broke into pieces the bronze snake 

Moses had made, for up to that time the Israelites had 

been burning incense to it. (It was called Nehushtan." (II 

Kings 18:4)  
 

It is obvious from the scripture, any king in Israel that 

engages in idolatry in his kingdom never last long. And if 

the kingdom of the wicked endures at all, peace and 

prosperity always eluded the tenure of the kingdom. But 

whenever a godly king took over and did away with every 

form of idolatry, the kingdom always experience the 

blessing of abundance providence of God and there was 

always peace round about the nation during the tenure of a 

righteous king. God always endows the righteous king 

with upper hand of power and might over their enemies 

and also abundant peace and prosperity round about their 

kingdoms. 

 

Idolatry is abomination and God abhors it with passion. 

Anyone who dips his hands into abomination of idolatry 

always experiences desolation. A beloved and a highly 

exalted King Solomon whom God gave the grace to build 

the Temple of Solomon crashed down from the earthly 

glory of his kingdom when he dipped his hands to worship 

the god of Chemosh and Molech and also burn incense to 

the gods of his foreign wives. “And Solomon did evil in 

the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the LORD, 

as did David his father. Then did Solomon build an high 
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place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill 

that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination 

of the children of Ammon. And likewise did he for all his 

strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto 

their gods.” (I Kings 11:6-8) King Solomon did not go 

scot-free. His kingdom was divided into two and ten of the 

tribes were given to Jeroboam his servant. “And he said to 

Jeroboam, ‘Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the LORD, 

the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of 

the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee:  (But 

he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and 

for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of 

all the tribes of Israel:) Because that they have forsaken 

me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the 

Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom 

the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in 

my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to 

keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his 

father.”  (1 Kings 11:31-33) 

 

In all the modern museums of the twenty-first century 

what you find in the highly secured areas are the idol gods 

of Africans and other nations of the world that had been 

abandoned in the place of their origins and eventually 

stolen and sold to the so-called collectors and were 

eventually transferred to these museums. If the original 

worshippers of these idol gods are impoverished today 

what makes the sophisticated collectors of abominable idol 

gods of foreign nations think that they can profit from the 

evil merchandise? The nations in which these abominable 

idols now reside are all in danger of desolation.  The 

strong influence of the evil forces that these evil idols 
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attract does not speak peace and blessing to the 

community. These are the territorial evil forces that plague 

our cities today that are manifesting in all kinds of 

atrocities. That is why some nations of the world are blind 

to the spiritual open hands of God as He offers them 

salvation. We always say we do not know why certain evil 

calamities befall some of the sophisticated environments. 

It is lack of the consideration of the law of God. Time will 

tell to prove that the commandment of God is true. As 

Jesus rightly said, “But wisdom is proved right by all her 

children.”(Luke 7:35 NIV) 

 

The scariest part of this commandment is the consequence 

of breaking the law. The reward of keeping the 

commandment is an uncommon generational blessing of 

God. Read the second commandment again. The 

consequence of making carved images, owning and 

worshipping them is generational judgment out of God’s 

fierce jealousy. Likewise the reward of keeping this 

commandment is generational blessing to the thousands of 

generations. Every right thinking believers will like to 

receive an exceptional blessing of God that will be 

extended to their yet unborn generation. The choice is 

yours today. 
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3 
 

“You shall not take the 

name of the Lord 

your God in vain.” 
 

 

“Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy 

God in vain; for the LORD will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” (Exodus 
20:7) 

 

Where do we begin the discussion about the name of God 

in this commandment? Can we begin with the power in the 

name of God? "The name of the LORD is a strong tower: 

the righteous runneth into it, and is safe." (Proverbs 

18:10) Or should it be centered on the authority of the 

name of God? "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 

him, and given him a name which is above every name: 

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 

in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 

And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (Philippians 2:9-11) 

Or should our discussion be about the salvation and 

deliverance through the powerful name of God? "Neither 

is there salvation in any other: for there is none other 

name under heaven given among men, whereby we must 

be saved." (Acts 4:12) Isn't it amazing to know that our 
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help is in the name of Lord? The scripture tells us in Psalm 

124:8 that, "Our help is in the name of the LORD, who 

made heaven and earth."  Can you even imagine any other 

creature being able to discuss the name of its Creator. It is 

really a big deal and an unparalleled grace for humanity to 

be given even the ability to discuss important issues 

relating to the name of Holy God. 
 

The Power of The Name 

However, before we continue on the discussion of this 

great commandment, let us ask ourselves an important 

question. What is the name of God to humanity? Many 

thoughts may be flowing into our hearts in response to this 

question. My humble response is simple. The name of God 

is a mystery revealed unto humanity for the purpose of His 

relationship with man and as a source of the unlimited 

blessing unto mankind. This is the more reason why the 

name of the Lord must be cherished and honored by all 

humanity.  

 

The name of God is the expression of His power and 

might. In Genesis Lord is known as God the Creator, 

because He created all things. "In the beginning God 

created the heaven and the earth." (Genesis 1:1) God 

asked Job impossible questions that are worth a serious 

consideration in relation to creation of the universe saying, 

"Where were you when I laid the foundations of the earth? 

Tell me, if you know so much. Who determined its 

dimensions and stretched out the surveying line? What 

supports its foundations, and who laid its cornerstone." 

(Job 38:4-6 NLT) The name of God is also unarguably 

description of Who the Eternal God is as the foundation of 
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all things and the very end of everything. "I am Alpha and 

Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 

which is, and which was, and which is to come, the 

Almighty." (Revelation 1:8) "... for I am God, and there is 

none else; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring 

the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the 

things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall 

stand, and I will do all my pleasure:. (Isaiah 46:9-10)  His 

name the Ancient of Days reveals His agelessness. In his 

vision of the Throne of God, Prophet Daniel, he said, "I 

beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of 

days did sit, whose garment was white as snow, and the 

hair of his head like the pure wool: his throne was like the 

fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. (Daniel 7:9)  

 

The name of God is the spiritual signature of His 

covenants with His servants and His statutes of 

righteousness unto humanity.  
 

And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am 
the LORD: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, 
and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by 
my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them. And I 
have also established my covenant with them, to 
give them the land of Canaan, the land of their 
pilgrimage, wherein they were strangers. And I have 
also heard the groaning of the children of Israel, 
whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have 
remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the 
children of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you 
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I 
will rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem 
you with a stretched out arm, and with great 
judgments: And I will take you to me for a people, 
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and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I 
am the LORD your God, which bringeth you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring 
you in unto the land, concerning the which I did 
swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; 
and I will give it you for an heritage: I am the LORD 
(Exodus 6:2-8) 

 

In the secular life setting, when two parties enter into a 

contractual relationship or agreement, they always append 

their signatures in a document that legally bind them to the 

contract. In the same manner, when God enters in to a 

covenant with His servant, there is no writing material that 

is worthy of the signature of the Heavenly King. “‘Heaven 

is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of 

house will you build for me, says the Lord, or what is the 

place of my rest? Did not my hand make all these things." 

(Isaiah 66:49-50) In His spoken words and at the end of 

every covenant as in the passage above, and in so many 

passages in the book of Leviticus where God gave 

ordinances of His righteousness to His people, the Creator 

of Heaven and Earth always says, "I am the LORD,” or “I 

am the LORD your God" "Therefore shall ye keep mine 

ordinance, that ye commit not any one of these abominable 

customs, which were committed before you, and that ye 

defile not yourselves therein: I am the LORD your God." 

(Leviticus 18:30) This statement that always concludes the 

covenants and statutes of Almighty God was not only 

intended to authenticate those pronouncements, but 

principally to indicate that the Creator of Heaven and 

Earth is supporting and backing every single statement so 
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made with the whole embodiment of His glory and the 

power of  His name. 

 

The name of a child is his spiritual identity. The very 

moment either of the parents declares a name of a new 

born baby, whether in the hospital or in a naming 

ceremony gathering, a mystery is released into the world 

through the name of the child. In that moment of naming, 

the parents set the frame through which all of the child’s 

potential will be expressed.  Whatever the child does on 

earth, whether good or bad can be traced and linked to the 

name. The same name the parent declared for the child on 

earth, the same name or the amended format as a result of 

a name change will the heaven recognized. In the same 

way, the name of God is the Spiritual identity of the Holy 

God in all our spiritual relationship with Him, when we 

refer to His words in the scripture.  We express His name 

when we stand on His promises and when we call upon 

Him desiring His divine intervention. 
 

His Name Revealed 

Again an important thing to note about names is that in 

giving a name to something or someone, one gains 

authority and control over that person or thing. In fact, the 

Creator entrusted the grace unto Adam to give names to 

things that He had created.  For this reason no human 

being can give name to God because He is Self-Existing 

God and was not created.  There is no way for us to know 

His Name unless He reveals His name to us. Jesus Christ 

asked the disciples, "But whom say ye that I am? And 

Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 

Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto 
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him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood 

hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 

heaven." (Matthew 16:15-17) Since mankind is not 

capable of giving name to God, the eternal God and the 

embodiment of the Holy Trinity can never be subject to 

the control of mankind.   
 

If man has power with God at all, it is only manifest in the 

form of God’s merciful response to prayer by intervening 

in our affairs and also in His support of the authority we 

have as believers. All this is given to us by grace and 

mercy of God through spiritual relationship the man has 

with God.  "But as many as received him, to them gave he 

power to become the sons of God, even to them that 

believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of 

the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." 

(John 1:12-13) 
 

The gracious relationship that God extended to humanity 

brought about the revelation and establishment of His 

name among humanity.  Let us consider the following 

pattern that recurs in the scripture and explore some of the 

reasons why this may be so.  Wherever God was about to 

enter into a covenant relationship with man, He always 

introduces Himself and expressly declares His name. Most 

of the time, we can ascribe this to God’s normal humble 

character.  By speaking His Name, He is humbly relating 

to man according to our protocols of courtesy and 

humility. While, there is no doubt that humility is one of 

His awesome attributes, there is also no doubt that He is 

doing a lot more by introducing Himself through His 

name. “Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth 
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on high, Who humbleth himself to behold the things that 

are in heaven, and in the earth!” (Psalm 113:5-6) As 

established earlier, no human being is capable of knowing 

the name of God on his own except God Himself reveals 

His name to the individual.  For sure many can read His 

name in the Bible or hear about Him from their neighbors.  

This is not the same as receiving His name by His own 

introduction.   
 

The name of God was revealed unto Abraham, when He 

was about to enter into covenant with Abraham. "And 

when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD 

appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty 

God; walk before me, and be thou perfect." (Genesis 17:1) 

When God appeared to Jacob in his dream, He declared 

His name to him before He revealed His messages. "And, 

behold, the LORD stood above it, and said, I am the 

LORD God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: 

the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 

seed; And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and 

thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and 

to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed 

shall all the families of the earth be blessed. And, behold, I 

am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou 

goest, and will bring thee again into this land; for I will 

not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken 

to thee of." (Genesis 28:13-15) When God called Moses, 

out of the burning bush, the same consistent pattern of His 

revelation manifested. He declared unto him, "I am the 

God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob." (Exodus 3:6) In the process of His 

lengthy dialogue with Moses, He declared a new name to 

Moses, "And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and 
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he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I 

AM hath sent me unto you." (Exodus 3:14) And lastly after 

Moses appeared before King Pharaoh and the king 

increased the burden of the Israelites, Moses went back to 

God to prayerfully give account of the increased hardship 

upon Israel since he had taken up the leadership of 

Israelites. "And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, 

I am the LORD: and I appeared unto Abraham, unto 

Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but 

by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them." 

(Exodus 6:2-3) The new name of God revealed was the 

source of Israel’s deliverance from the captivity of the 

Egyptians into the Promised Land. 

 

The book of Amos 3:7 says, "Surely the Lord GOD will do 

nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the 

prophets." This precept takes us to the next revelation of 

the name of God. About 700 years before Jesus Christ was 

born in Bethlehem, the hand of the Lord was upon Prophet 

Isaiah to vividly reveal the personality of Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God to humanity.  In Isaiah 7:14 the man of God 

declared, "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a 

sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel." In Isaiah 9:6-9, the Prophet 

of the Most High God also declared, "For unto us a child 

is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 

be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting 

Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 

government and peace there shall be no end, upon the 

throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 
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establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth 

even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform 

this." In this prophecy, Prophet Isaiah was declaring that a 

unique child was born among humanity, a Spiritual Son of 

God was given as sacrificial lamb for the purpose of 

saving mankind. He went further to declare His 

uncommon and beautiful names: Wonderful, Counselor, 

The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father and The Prince 

of Peace. He also revealed in his prophetic utterance, the 

nature, the increase and expansion of His kingdom. 
 

About 780 years before Jesus Christ was born in 

Bethlehem, Prophet Daniel saw in a glorious vision how 

the ministry of Jesus was established in the spiritual realm.  

He said, "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like 

the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came 

to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near before 

him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a 

kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 

serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 

shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not 

be destroyed."  (Daniel 7:13-14) Daniel's vision declared 

that the Son of Man was brought to the Ancient of Days, 

and dominion, glory and a kingdom was given him. He 

said, His dominion is everlasting and His kingdom shall 

not be destroyed. This servant of God declared this 

revelation as the Spirit of God gave him utterance. 
 

At the appointed time, these prophesies were fulfilled. The 

angel of the Lord appeared unto Joseph the husband of 

Mary to confirm the signs of the Lord.  The angel said, 

"Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee 

Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the 
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Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou salt 

call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 

sins.  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 

forth a son, and they shall his name Emmanuel, which 

being interpreted is, God with us. (Matthew 1:20-23)  

John the Baptist bore record saying, "I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon 

him. And I knew him not, but he that sent me to baptize 

with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt 

see the Spirit descending, and remaining on him, the same 

is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  And I saw, and 

bare record that this is the Son of God." John 1:32-34  
 

After Jesus was baptized by John and came out of water, 

the scripture recorded, "... lo, the heavens were opened 

unto him and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove, and lighting upon him: and lo, a voice from heaven, 

saying, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 

pleased." (Matthew 3:16-17) 

 

Let us take the stock of some of the names of God that we 

have learned from the scripture. From the account of 

creation, we knew God as the Creator. The Lord Himself 

revealed Himself as Almighty God to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob as the mantle of His covenant was passing from one 

generation to the other. At the fullness of time when God 

was about to deliver the Israelites from their task masters 

in Egypt, He called Moses on Mount Horeb to lead Israel 

to the Promised Land. The Lord introduced His name as 

Almighty God, God of his father Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob to Moses. In addition, He revealed Himself as, I AM 

THAT I AM, so that Israel may accept Moses’ leadership. 
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Lastly by increasing the burdens of Israel because Moses 

demanded their freedom, Pharaoh gave God cause to 

reveal His Name Jehovah in response to Moses’ prayer. 

With the revelation of this name, victory was released 

upon the people of God. Power for miracles and wonders 

was allocated in accordance with the revelation of His 

name.  Healing was abundantly available and divine 

provision for both physical and spiritual needs became 

reality until they got to the Promised Land and received 

their inheritance.   
 

In the course of their loving relationship with God, Israel 

was privileged to be the only nation to have the glimpse of 

the glory and grace of God. God desired that Israel be a 

nation of priests and peculiar people. Despite the 

marvelous grace of God towards them, they treated the 

love of God with disdain.  They discarded His mercy in 

favor of their selfish and sinful ways. All the generations 

of man upon the earth were deep in sin. The word of God 

began to come through the prophets to warn the sinful 

nation of Israel about the danger of their idolatry and 

wanton behavior. In the prophetic utterances of these 

Prophets they revealed the plans of the Merciful God for 

the salvation of the world.  The hand of the Lord was 

powerfully upon these Prophets and they uttered deep, 

deep revelations concerning things to come.  At the core of 

their prophecies was the name of the Author and Finisher 

of our faith was revealed.  
 

The name of Jesus Christ, was revealed unto Prophet 

Daniel as the 'Son of God' who was brought to the Ancient 

of Days to receive a government. The immaculate 

conception of Jesus Christ by a virgin was revealed unto 
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Prophet Isaiah as a sign from God and the name 

"'Emmanuel,' 'Wonderful,' 'Counselor,' 'The mighty God,' 

'The everlasting Father,' 'The Prince of Peace,'" were 

revealed to him 700 years before he was born in 

Bethlehem.  
 

At the conception of Jesus Christ by Virgin Mary in 

Bethlehem, Angel Gabriel confirmed in detail the 

manifestation of the prophecies of Prophet Isaiah as well 

as His name "Emmanuel." John the Baptist, the Forerunner 

of Jesus Christ bore witness to Him in Jesus is the "Son of 

God." When Jesus Christ was baptized, the heavens were 

opened and the Heavenly God Himself introduced Jesus to 

the world as "His Beloved Son in Whom He is well 

pleased." 
 

We have attempted to list the various names of the Lord 

God the Father and the various names of Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God.  We are fully aware how the third person of 

the Trinity, The Holy Ghost made Himself known by, 

alighting on Jesus Christ when He was baptized. The 

names of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost 

constitute the embodiment of Holy Trinity--the Triune 

God. These facts about the names of God have been 

expressed so that we may understand the importance of 

His name.  Unless, we know how far away we were from 

God in the realm of the Spirit before His love and mercy 

drew us closer to Him, we can never appreciate the miracle 

of receiving His Name. It because of this love He had for 

us and the price He was willing to pay that we should not 

take this commandment for granted.  
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Taking the Name 
In our constant fellowship with the Father, we discovered 

that the word of God is only beneficial to those who 

possess its understanding as the Spirit of God revealed it. 

It is only beneficial to those who can exercise faith in the 

word and cash in on the rhema of the truth. Think of the 

word ‘take’ in the third commandment which literarily 

means, to get, obtain, receive, acquire, possess, own, hold, 

etc. Just imagine the privilege and grace that is manifest in 

a man’s ability and even the possibility to take the name of 

God. Imagine the unimaginable and infinitive spiritual 

power of Heaven that God has placed into the hand of the 

lowly but righteous person. It is awesome to know and 

realize that the name of the Lord is a precious spiritual 

asset that is obtainable to the worthy children of Most 

High God. It wonderful to know that human being can be 

given such a honor and grace to take the precious name of 

God. 
  

To take the name of God could mean possess the name of 

God like Apostle Peter at the gate called Beautiful. Peter 

knew that he possessed a precious asset and said to the 

lame man, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do 

have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

rise up and walk." (Acts 3:6)  It could mean bearing the 

name of God as a symbol of holiness of God like the 

Temple High Priest in Israel that have a golden signet 

upon their turban with an inscription. “You shall also 

make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the 

engraving of a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD.” 

(Exodus 28:36) It could mean bearing the anointing of 

God as an ordained minister to the people of God like 

Isaiah, Ezekiel and Jeremiah who stood boldly in the 
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authority of the Living God to declare the wondrous 

revelations of God. David took the name of God as a 

mighty weapon into the Valley of Elah against the Goliath. 

David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a 

sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you 

in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of 

Israel, whom you have defied.” (I Samuel 17:45) And the 

Lord granted him victory over the renowned giant of the 

Philistine. 
  

Taking the name of God could mean dedicating a holy 

place in the name of God like Solomon did in his prayer 

during the dedication of the Temple of Solomon in 

Jerusalem. “… that Your eyes may be open toward this 

temple night and day, toward the place of which You said, 

'My name shall be there,' that You may hear the prayer 

which Your servant makes toward this place.” (I Kings 

8:29) The Heavenly Father honored the prayer of Solomon 

and said to him: "I have heard your prayer and your 

supplication that you have made before Me; I have 

consecrated this house which you have built to put My 

name there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be 

there perpetually. (I Kings 9:3)  
 

All believers all over the world have one invisible last 

name—Christ. The invisible last name branded them as 

people that had been purchased and redeemed by the blood 

of Jesus Christ. Their lives are unique and their ways 

reflects the newness of Christ. As soon as the people 

around them will notice the uniqueness of their excellent 

righteous lifestyles, they become classified by the practical 

Christ-like life they live. When the believers identify 

themselves with their Redeemer, they take name of the 
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Lord. The Christ centered lives of the disciples of Jesus 

Christ made the people of Antioch to identify them with 

Christ. “And the disciples were first called Christians in 

Antioch.” (Acts 11:26)  
 

The name of God is a protective refuge for the children of 

God as Solomon declared saying,  “The name of the Lord 

is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” 

(Proverbs 18:10) The name could also be a divine 

authority in the hands of the children of God as revealed in 

Philippians 2:10-11, “That at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and 

of those under the earth, and that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father.”  In all the likely events that man can take the 

name of God you will notice that the end result bring forth 

glory to Almighty God because the glorious names of the 

Lord were honorably taken for purposeful applications. 

 

Contrary to the thought of many people who assumed that 

the name of God is not a no-go area. The intention of the 

Living God in this commandment is not to prevent man 

from taking His name.  The concern of this commandment 

is about how we take His Name, it is all about whether the 

precious spiritual asset is rightfully acquired by His 

worthy children. How honorably and purposefully the 

worthy children of God who possess the name applied the 

precious spiritual asset? If we cannot take the name of 

God, we will not be able to come to the Throne of Grace to 

cry Abba Father in our prayer. When we are praying, we 

begin by evoking the name of God and also close our 

prayer session with the name of God as a divine seal of 

approval. “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” 
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(John 14:14) Even the sinners cross the border line of 

judgment of God unto salvation, from condemnation to 

commendation by praying in the name of God for 

forgiveness. “And everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord will be saved.” (Acts 2:21 NIV) The name of God is a 

powerful instrument in the hand of the ministers of God. If 

a minister cannot take the name of God, he will not be able 

to reach out to the world with the word of God that is rich 

in righteous doctrine and instructions of holiness. 
 

Mis-Taking the Name 

Among all the Ten Commandments, the third 

commandment was the most delicate and scary 

commandment because the name of God is always handy 

with man. The name of the Living God is always on the 

mouth of everyone—both believers and unbelievers. The 

commandment was targeted against profaning the name of 

God. This is a sin that one can easily commit as result of 

careless usage of tongue. It is a sin that can be ignorantly 

committed out of undue emotional outburst. Undue 

emotional outburst of Israelites that led to various 

murmuring against the directives of God amounted to 

profanity against the name of God in the course of their 

wilderness journey. The judgment of their profanity in the 

wilderness was death. All Israelites from the age of twenty 

upward that left Egypt to the Promised Land perished in 

the wilderness except Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of 

Jephunen. “For the Lord had said of them, "They shall 

surely die in the wilderness." So there was not left a man 

of them, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the 

son of Nun.” (Number 26:65)  
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The unnamed son of Shelomith, a woman from the tribe of 

Dan, blasphemed the name of God. They put him in 

custody until the will of the Lord should be made clear to 

them. Then the Lord said to Moses: "Take the blasphemer 

outside the camp. All those who heard him are to lay their 

hands on his head, and the entire assembly is to stone him. 

Say to the Israelites: 'If anyone curses his God, he will be 

held responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of the 

Lord must be put to death. The entire assembly must stone 

him. Whether an alien or native-born, when he blasphemes 

the Name, he must be put to death. (Leviticus 24:11-16) 

This was the first judgment under the third commandment 

and the penalty was death.  
 

Misusing the name of the Lord is also tantamount to take 

His name in vain. The scripture is not silent about this, it 

says, "You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your 

God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who 

misuses his name. (Deuteronomy 5:11) It is common 

practice among some prophetic ministers today to say, 

“Thus says the Lord,” when in actual fact the Lord did not 

put his word in the mouth of the false prophets. 

Deliberately they used the name of the Lord for ulterior 

motives that were never intended to give glory to God. 

Hananiah falsely used the name of the Lord in his 

prophecy to deceive Israel. The Spirit of the Lord came 

upon Jeremiah to refute the falsehood of Hananiah. Then 

Jeremiah said to Hananiah, “Hear now, Hananiah, the 

Lord has not sent you, but you make this people trust in a 

lie. Therefore thus says the Lord: “Behold, I will cast you 

from the face of the earth. This year you shall die, because 

you have taught rebellion against the Lord.” So Hananiah 

the prophet died the same year in the seventh month. 
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(Jeremiah 28:15-17) There is no difference today when 

some so-called ministers of God that clothed themselves in 

the garment of the Holy name of God but engaging in the 

inglorious activities of perversion of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. The modern day false prophets give motivational 

speech in the name of God just to soothe the hearts of their 

audience without pointing out the spiritual weaknesses of 

the people in order to guide them to repentance. Some of 

them did not see anything wrong in ordaining men and 

women operating in perverted sexual orientations of this 

age as ministers of God. By doing this, they drag the name 

of God into the mud and thereby bring the name of God to 

disrepute. 
 

Many believers are fervently but ignorantly praying today 

for the destruction of their enemies. Anytime a believer 

prays, he begins by invoking the name of God. It is not 

expected of a true believer to ask for the death of his 

enemy in the name of God. “But I say to you, love your 

enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who 

hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and 

persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44) This is a typical example 

of offering a strange fire on the altar of the Living God. 

There are many effective prayers that believers can offer 

unto God about the enemies and their wicked practices that 

do not involve the destruction of the enemies. You can 

pray in the name of God to frustrate all the wicked plans of 

the enemy. “And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is 

among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said, O 

LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into 

foolishness.” (II Samuel 15:31)  “For the rod of the wicked 

shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the 
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righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity. (Psalm 

125:3) You can plead in the name of God for His divine 

protection against all the wicked advances of your enemy 

towards you. “Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: 

preserve my life from fear of the enemy.” (Psalm 64:1) 

You can ask the Heavenly Father to touch the heart of your 

enemy so that they can be at peace with you. “When a 

man's ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies 

to be at peace with him.” (Proverbs 16:7) If God chooses 

to judge your stubborn enemy by eliminating him, so be it. 

It is His prerogative of His righteous judgment. But do not 

desire the death of enemies in your prayer in the name of 

God. Weep instead before God over your enemy’s 

destruction.  God does not desire the death of sinners; 

rather He patiently waits for their repentance. “The Lord is 

not slack concerning His promise, as some count 

slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that 

any should perish but that all should come to repentance.” 

(II Peter 3:9)   
 

The third commandment can also be broken willfully by 

swearing falsely in the name of God. Swearing falsely is 

interpreted as taking the name of God in vain. The Lord 

commanded in the scripture, "Do not swear falsely by my 

name and so profane the name of your God. I am the Lord. 

(Leviticus 19:12) Although it seemed to be permitted 

under the Old Testament to swear in the name of God if in 

the integrity of heart someone swore truthfully, as revealed 

in Jeremiah 4:2, “… and if in a truthful, just and righteous 

way you swear, 'As surely as the Lord lives,' then the 

nations will be blessed by him and in him they will glory.”  

But it was clearly stated during the Jesus Christ’s sermon 

on Mount that believers should not swear all. “Again, you 
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have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not 

break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the 

Lord.' But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, 

for it is God's throne; or by the earth, for it is his 

footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great 

King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make 

even one hair white or black. Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' 

and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the 

evil one.” (Mathew 5:33-37)  
 

You possess a supernatural asset in your hand which is the 

name of God. Consider the precious things you can do 

with it that can bring glory to His holy name. Paul 

admonished the brethren in Corinth that "the weapons of 

our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 

pulling down of strong holds,"(2 Corinthians 10:4). He 

was revealing the purposeful usage of the name of God as 

spiritual weapon against all the spiritual battles we are 

facing on earth.  When he directed the brethren in Ephesus 

to, "be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. 

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 

stand against the wiles of the devil,"(Ephesians 6:10-11) 

he was revealing how we can employ the name of the Lord 

for glorious purposes. The third commandment offers the 

same encouragement to all believers today. There are so 

many problems that are confronting humanity that the 

arms of flesh cannot unravel. Therefore, evoke the name of 

the Lord for the salvation of the whole world.  Pray like 

Solomon for the healing of the nations. The entire world is 

bleeding under the pressure of their problems. They are 

writhing in the pain of their ignorance because they know 

not the name of God. The name of the Lord will be a balm 
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of Gilead for their healing if it is righteously applied. “Is 

there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why 

then is there no healing for the wound of my people?” 

(Jeremiah 8:22) If we apply the grace of possessing the 

name of God, and use this awesome spiritual asset 

righteously, the world will become a better place for 

mankind. 
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4 
 

“Remember the Sabbath 

Day to keep it holy.” 
 

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But 
the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy 
God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor 
thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD 
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in 
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore 
the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed 
it.” Exodus 20:8-11 
 

What is Sabbath? The question is not intended to seek for 

the interpretation of the Hebrew meaning of the word. It is 

not seeking to address the procedure of the special event. 

Neither is the question intended to open floodgate of 

arguments. The answer is intended to deliberate  on the 

intentions of the heart of the Merciful God for the 

ordinance of the Sabbath. The question is obviously 

searching for the true understanding of the word of God. 

One of the relevant answers for consideration to this 

question is that the Sabbath is a mystery. Sabbath was the 

mystery that God “created” on the seventh day of 

Creation. The scripture described it as the day that God 

rested. That also is sufficient. It was certain that God 

entered into His own rest on the seventh day. Whatever the 
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word ‘rest’ represented is locked in the mind of God 

purposely to bless His beloved children. It was so 

important to Heavenly God Himself that He initiated the 

rest on the seventh day. It was equally important to God 

Almighty that Sabbath of rest was among the laws He 

gave to the people He called by His holy name. It was so 

important to God that before the law was given to Moses 

on Mount Sinai, He introduced it in the course of blessing 

His people. There was a clear evidence or intimations of 

the Sabbath before the Ten Commandments. 

 
He said to them, "This is what the Lord commanded: 
'Tomorrow is to be a day of rest, a holy Sabbath to 
the Lord. So bake what you want to bake and boil 
what you want to boil. Save whatever is left and keep 
it until morning.'" So they saved it until morning, as 
Moses commanded, and it did not stink or get 
maggots in it. "Eat it today," Moses said, "because 
today is a Sabbath to the Lord. You will not find any 
of it on the ground today. Six days you are to gather 
it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will not 
be any." Nevertheless, some of the people went out 
on the seventh day to gather it, but they found none. 
Then the Lord said to Moses, "How long will you 
refuse to keep my commands and my instructions? 
Bear in mind that the Lord has given you the 
Sabbath; that is why on the sixth day he gives you 
bread for two days. Everyone is to stay where he is 
on the seventh day; no one is to go out." So the 
people rested on the seventh day. (Exodus 16:23-30) 

 

The Israelites were instructed to observe and practice the 

Sabbath of the Lord even before receiving the 

commandment. When God blessed His people with manna 

in the wilderness, specifically He told them that they 

should collect two-days’ need of manna on the sixth day 
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because on the seventh day, the day of Sabbath, the divine 

supply of manna would not be available for the Israelites. 

On all other days of the week, any manna they collected 

that was more than their daily need would be maggot 

infested by the following day. The double portion of 

manna they collected on the sixth day was preserved and 

maggot did not infest it. Those Israelites who went in 

search of manna on the Sabbath day did not find any as 

God had earlier told them. 
 

Throughout the Old Testament records whenever the 

Sabbath of the Lord was relegated to the background in the 

community of the people of God, the people always 

experienced uncommon hardship, war, famine and various 

difficulties. Whenever the people repented, and returned to 

God, repaired His temple, worshipped Him and observed 

His Sabbath, the Lord always returned to His people in 

mercy, with His blessing, His peace, His protection and He 

alleviated their difficulties.  
 

King Hezekiah dissociated himself from the idolatry of 

King Ahaz, his father and fully turned to God. He 

destroyed the temples of Baal, repaired the house of God, 

and engaged the Levites in the active ministry in the 

Lord’s house. He sacrificed to the Lord, kept the Passover 

and observed the ordinances of God. “The king also 

appointed a portion of his possessions for the burnt 

offerings: for the morning and evening burnt offerings, the 

burnt offerings for the Sabbaths and the New Moons and 

the set feasts, as it is written in the Law of the Lord. (II 

Chronicles 31:3)  
 

Really I do not know where to start telling you the 

importance of the Sabbath day. But one thing that I know 
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about the Sabbath is that, it is the greatest spiritual 

investment that God Almighty ordained for mankind to 

take advantage of. The days God allotted to each person on 

this earth is 70 years on average. And the same Creator 

demanded that one-seventh of the allotted years of man's 

on earth be invested for rest and for keeping it holy, 

meaning—worshipping God, interceding for others in 

prayer, showing kindness unto people and rendering 

helping hands that can bring forth glory to God. By this 

commandment, it is like God was appealing to generality 

of mankind saying, “come and partake in my spiritual 

blessing. It is like He is saying assuredly, "You will never 

lose and abundant gain will be your portion.”  
 

We all know what we can achieve with the precious ten 

years (one-seventh of 70 years.) We can achieve an 

enviable life time career in any profession of our choice. If 

we are working over-time in those 10 years and usually 

being weekends, we get at least a time and half for every 

hour we work for those ten years. Imagine the fortune we 

can amass out of it. But amazingly the Creator declared 

‘stop work’ on the Sabbath Day so that His people can 

engage in the holiness of the Sabbath. If the Creator that 

commanded man to till the ground and multiply on earth 

commanded also that we must stop working and rest on 

the day of Sabbath, and spend the quality time to worship 

Him and keep it holy, it is worth given a careful thought. I 

certainly know, beyond reasonable doubt, that our 

Heavenly Father is ready to give us better wages in any 

form He chooses to bless His people for every Sabbath 

Day of rest that they keep in holiness and in His honor.  
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Observing a typical Sabbath day among the people of God 

would mean that the president of the nation will not host 

any envoy on a Sabbath Day. It means daily schedules of 

the Senators and House of Representatives will not be 

followed on Sabbath day. It means every engine of the 

industrial manufacturing companies will rest and the 

operators of these engines will be with their families on 

Sabbath Day to worship and praise the Living God. It 

means there will be an unparalleled quietness in the city 

that always experiences the chaotic activities during those 

six days of the week. It means every cell in the muscles 

and organs in our bodies that exerted energy forcefully to 

keep the body going throughout the week will rest and 

recuperate on the Sabbath Day. How thoughtful is 

Almighty God that deliberately built in rest within our 

fellowship with Him and even makes it a forum of 

blessing for His children. The nation, the states, the cities 

and every person in the nation that keep the Sabbath of rest 

will wake up the following day feeling the invigorating 

freshness with new spiritual and physical energy to 

perform all the activities of a brand new week.  
 

It is the desire of God that His people might be able to 

enter His rest. “There remains then, a Sabbath-rest for the 

people of God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests 

from his own work, just as God did from his. Let us 

therefore, make every effort to enter that rest so that no 

one will fall by following their example of disobedience. 

(Hebrews 4:9-11) The acronym REST stands for: R-

Ready; E-Enter; S-Spiritual; T-Temple. Putting it together 

in one sentence: We must be Ready to Enter the Spiritual 

Temple of God on the Sabbath day. The precious decision 

requires preparation because the day must be hallowed in 
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holiness and righteousness to glorify the Creator. In other 

words we must set aside a quality time for Godly purposes 

on Sabbath Day. Perhaps we are wondering about the 

purpose of provision of rest in the Sabbath day 
 

The spiritual minded people of God on Sabbath Day  

rest in order to reconsider their stance in the Lord--

repentance 

rest in order to reflect upon the faithfulness of God--

praise and worship 

rest in order to recover their spiritual lost ground--

spiritual recovery  

rest in order to regroup their spiritual priorities--

spiritual resetting  

rest in order to restore themselves in the will of God--

spiritual restoration 

rest in order to retreat in the revelation of His truth--

spiritual enlightenment , and lastly 

rest in order to refresh themselves in the Lord’s 

wisdom--spiritual reenergizing 
 

Because every time the Israelites REST on Sabbath Day, 

they were sowing spiritually into their future. When 

spiritual fellowship with the Heavenly Father 

superimposed physical during the Sabbath of the people of 

God it brings forth the miraculous blessings. We must 

reserve spiritual quality time for purposeful future 

endeavors. Every time the people of God rest to keep the 

Sabbath Day holy, they are actually resetting themselves in 

the spiritual wisdom of God. Every time we keep the 

Sabbath holy, we are given the Heavenly host room to 

clean up our spiritual clumsiness and reset the 

environment in the glorious order of God. If anyone 
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desires the spiritual blessing that manifests in the physical 

life of a believer he or she must in all holiness keep the 

appointed day of Sabbath or whatever it represents in the 

New Testament age. “If you turn away your foot from the 

Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My holy day, and 

call the Sabbath a delight, the holy day of the Lord 

honorable, and shall honor Him, not doing your own 

ways, nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your 

own words, then you shall delight yourself in the Lord; 

and I will cause you to ride on the high hills of the earth, 

and feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father. The 

mouth of the Lord has spoken.” (Isaiah 58:13-14)  That 

was why the Heavenly Father commanded us to observe 

the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, as the Lord your God 

commanded you. (Deuteronomy 5:12)  
 

Throughout the Old Testament, the strong position of God 

did not change concerning the observation of the Sabbath 

day. When one looks beyond this holy day in order to peep 

at the intent of God, one will perceive that God was 

sending a message to all the nations on the surface of the 

earth through His relationship with Israelites. At the time 

in question, the prophets of God were only sent to the 

household of Israel. There was no evangelical outreach to 

the heathen nations around them. Although some of the 

nations around Israel were hostile, a substantial amount of 

the other nations still traded with them. If the citizens of 

the neighboring nations came to Israel on the Sabbath day 

and the gates of the city were not opened, it will be a 

message to the foreign nationals that the nation of Israel 

was solemnly worshipping her God on the day. 
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People say, when two persons are in the same business, 

but one is doing better than the other; it means the 

excelling one is doing what the other is not doing. If the 

nation of Israel was abundantly blessed more than the 

surrounding heathen nations, it means Israel was doing 

something that the heathen nations were not doing. Who 

knows how instrumental the faithfulness of the Israelites in 

consistent obedience to this commandment of God was to 

the abundant blessing of God they experienced. The 

continuous manifestation of God’s blessing among His 

people would therefore provoke the foreign citizens to feel 

envious of the people of God. And as a result, many of 

them might consider it wise to embrace the 

commandments of God of Israelites that blessed His 

people abundantly.  
  

Sabbath vs The Lord’s Day 
 

If Sabbath is so important from the creation, why did it 

seem that in the New Testament the core focus had been 

shifted from rest on Sabbath day to healing the sick, 

showing mercy and other good works?  
 

At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on the 
Sabbath. And His disciples were hungry, and began to 
pluck heads of grain and to eat. And when the 
Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, "Look, Your 
disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the 
Sabbath!" But He said to them, "Have you not read 
what David did when he was hungry, he and those who 
were with him: how he entered the house of God and 
ate the showbread which was not lawful for him to eat, 
nor for those who were with him, but only for the 
priests? Or have you not read in the law that on the 
Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, 
and are blameless? Yet I say to you that in this place 
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there is One greater than the temple. But if you had 
known what this means, 'I desire mercy and not 
sacrifice,' you would not have condemned the guiltless. 
For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath." 
(Matthew 12:1-8) 

 

Jesus Christ told the multitude during His Sermon on the 

Mount that, He did not come to destroy the law and the 

prophets but to fulfill it. When one relates this statement 

with other scriptural precepts, impliedly, Jesus Christ was 

saying that He was not a Sabbath breaker and He was not 

leading the disciples to break the ordinances of the 

Sabbath. “When he came to Nazareth, where he had been 

brought up, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, 

as was his custom.” (Luke 4:16 NRSV) “Then he went 

down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching 

them on the Sabbaths.” (Luke 4:31 NKJV) He did not 

teach that Sabbath should be broken. He only emphasized 

the priorities and essence of the Sabbath. He pointed out in 

the passage above that keeping the Sabbath laws does not 

exclude the act of mercy and deeds of necessity. He 

pointed in the passage to the Pharisees that the disciples 

were serving, in holiness, in the Lord’s vineyard on the 

Sabbath Day. On their way, they were hungry and 

harvested fresh grain to eat. Just like the anointed King 

David and his men were hungry during the war time and 

went to the temple. They ate consecrated showbread which 

was against the ordinances of the temple because the 

showbread was exclusively reserved for the anointed 

priests. However, the mercy of God prevailed and they 

were blameless. Invariably, Jesus Christ pointed to the 

Pharisees that there had been one important attribute of the 

Sabbath that Israel had been omitting from the inception of 

the ordinance—mercy. “The Sabbath was made for man, 



The Commandments 

- 88 - 

 

not man for the Sabbath.” (Mark 2:27) The Lord of 

Sabbath, Jesus Christ, is a merciful Father.  He is therefore 

as His Father.  He is the Lord, and He is greater than the 

temple in which Israel worshipped on Sabbath day. “I 

desire mercy, not sacrifice.” (Hosea 6:6) Jesus Christ 

desired mercy and not sacrifices. On the Sabbath Day 

therefore, merciful services are preferable to the sacrifice 

of observance of the Sabbath ordinances only.  
 

Yet men still tempted Him and ask, “Is it lawful to heal on 

Sabbath Day?” He responded to their question with a soul 

searching question. He asked, “If a sheep fell into the well 

on Sabbath Day, will the owner not lift it out of the well?” 

Let us ask ourselves questions that are relevant to our 

lifestyle today. If one part of your home is on fire on 

Sabbath Day, will you leave the house to burn into ashes? 

Or if your child is injured on Sabbath Day, will you leave 

his wound untreated and let the child bleed to death 

because it was Sabbath? Based on identification with the 

heart of God, Jesus healed the man with a withered hand 

on the Sabbath Day and on another Sabbath day, He set 

loose a woman that Satan had bound for eighteen years. 

“So ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, 

whom Satan has bound--think of it--for eighteen years, be 

loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?” (Luke 13:16 NKV)  

 

It was said in the Book of Hebrews, “For if that first 

covenant had been faultless, then no place would have 

been sought for a second.” (Hebrews 8:7) Yet, Jesus did 

not come to destroy the law but to fulfill it.  “Think not 

that I am come to destroy the law, or prophets: I am not 

come to destroy but to fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17)  He 
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fulfilled and expressed the proper meaning of every law 

God gave. Jesus Christ, the Lord of Sabbath, kept the 

Passover ordinance that God gave as He led Israel out of 

Egypt before instituted the Lord Supper in its place. This 

replacement was necessary because Jesus Christ our 

Savior is the true Passover Lamb of our salvation. He gave 

a commandment to the believers that we should do it in 

remembrance of Him. “And He took bread, gave thanks 

and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body 

which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 

Likewise He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This 

cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for 

you.” (Luke 22:19-20)  

 

The Lord of Sabbath is the same Heavenly Father that the 

children of God went to worship in the temple on the 

Sabbath Day because it was the temple of God that exalted 

the Sabbath. The sacrifice on the Sabbath day was two-

fold, the normal daily sacrifice and the special sacrifice for 

the Sabbath Day ordinance in order to honor the Lord of 

Sabbath. “And on the Sabbath day two lambs in their first 

year, without blemish, and two-tenths of an ephah of fine 

flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, with its drink 

offering—this is the burnt offering for every Sabbath, 

besides the regular burnt offering with its drink offering.” 

(Numbers 28:9-10)  

 

It is obvious that the Lord of Sabbath is greater than the 

temple which is the melting pot of divinity and humanity 

where the glory and honor of the Living God was 

exhibited and preserved. The Lord of Sabbath commanded 

Moses to build the temple and instructed him about the 

items to be placed in the temple as well as ordinances of 
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the temple. The Lord of Sabbath also gave the law of 

Sabbath and handed it down to Moses. Jesus Christ, the 

Lord of Sabbath has divine authority to model the true 

interpretation of His own law and point man towards His 

true rest which the ordinance of Sabbath represented. Here 

are some example of such true interpretations of the law of 

God in the Beatitudes—His Sermon on the Mount. 

 

"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You 
shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in 
danger of the judgment.' But I say to you that 
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause 
shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever 
says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the 
council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in 
danger of hell fire. (Matthew 5:21-22) 
 
"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You 
shall not commit adultery.' But I say to you that 
whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. (Matthew 
5:27-28) 
 
You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth.' But I tell you not to resist an 
evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right 
cheek, turn the other to him also. (Matthew 5:38-39) 
 
"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, love 
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully 
use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of 
your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on 
the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust.  (Matthew 5:43-45) 
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Which Day? 
 

The same Jesus Christ, the Lord of Sabbath, died, buried 

and resurrected three days later on the first day of the 

week. “Now when He rose early on the first day of the 

week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom 

He had cast seven demons. (Mark 16:9) On the very 

evening of the resurrection day the disciples were in one 

accord together obviously they were fellowshipping 

together—perhaps sharing the word of God and praying. 

Jesus Christ appeared to them and bade them His 

assurance of peace. “Then, the same day at evening, being 

the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where 

the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood in the midst, and said to them, "Peace be 

with you." (John 20:19) After a whole one week the 

disciples of Jesus Christ congregated again to do what they 

were noted for—sharing the word of God and praying. 

“And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and 

Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and 

stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" (John 20:26) 

(In Jewish language and estimates of time, the days at 

which the counts begin and end are always included in the 

counts; so that "after eight days," here indisputably means 

just a full week.) Again our Lord Jesus Christ appeared to 

them and made a pronouncement of peace upon them. 

Jesus Christ, the citadel of all dispensations, fulfilled the 

old Sabbath and implicitly celebrated the new with His 

disciples in the second Lord’s Day commemoration 

meeting of the disciples. The presence of Jesus Christ was 

manifested in their midst and He bid them His peace.   
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The whole embodiment of Christian faith is centered on 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Paul was analyzing this to 

the brethren in Corinthians and said, “And if Christ is not 

risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also 

empty. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, 

because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, 

whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 

For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. And if 

Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your 

sins! Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ 

have perished. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 

we are of all men the most pitiable.” (I Corinthians 15:14-19) 

This was the reason why the disciples in the first century 

of the church revered the first day of the week as the 

Lord’s Day as the day of worship to honor resurrected Son 

of God. They always come together on the Lord’s Day to 

fellowship together, to preach the word of God to partake 

in the deeds of mercy and to break bread of communion.  
 

The disciples of Jesus Christ did not break the Sabbath. 

During the transition period from the observance of 

Sabbath to the Lord’s Day they came together with the 

Israelites and proselytes on Sabbath Day to worship and 

share the word of God. “But when they [Paul and 

Barnabas] departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in 

Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day 

and sat down. And after the reading of the Law and the 

Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them, saying, 

"Men and brethren, if you have any word of exhortation 

for the people, say on." Then Paul stood up, and motioning 

with his hand said, "Men of Israel, and you who fear God, 

listen: … Acts 13:14-16) “So when the Jews went out of 
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the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words might 

be preached to them the next Sabbath.” (Acts 13:42) “On 

the next Sabbath almost the whole city came together to 

hear the word of God.” (Acts 13:44) Judaism was the 

religion of the Jews. The rulers of the synagogue opened 

their gates for disciples of Jesus Christ to share the word of 

God and the wise children of God seized the opportunity 

to evangelize the city. 

  

The disciples always come together on the first day of the 

week, the Lord’s Day to fellowship, to share the word of 

God to pray and to break the Communion bread as Jesus 

Christ had commanded them. “Now on the first day of the 

week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 

Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and 

continued his message until midnight.” (Acts 20:7) Also 

the collections of offering for the saints were made upon 

the first day of the week. “On the first day of the week let 

each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may 

prosper, that there be no collections when I come.” (I 

Corinthians 16:2) The house fellowship worship of the 

first century church was their usual way of doing the 

Lord’s bidding. They did not congregate in a specific place 

like Judaism religion. We strongly believe that all days of 

the week are Lord’s days because the Lord of Sabbath 

created them. “This is the day the Lord has made; we will 

rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24)  
 

The various fellowships and methods of gathering among 

the first century Christians was not about changing the 

landmark rules of Sabbath.  Their primary purpose was to 

obey all the commandments of the Lord of Sabbath by 
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preaching the gospel, breaking Communion bread, praying 

and collecting offering for the saints.  
 

The disciples of Jesus Christ were all guided and inspired 

by the power of Holy Spirit, according to the promise of 

our Savior Jesus Christ that says, “And I will pray the 

Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 

may abide with you forever; (John 14:16) But the 

Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 

send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring 

all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said 

unto you. (John 14:26)  If the disciples were doing 

something wrong by gathering together to fellowship with 

each other, to worship God, to pray, to break bread and to 

make offering collections for the needy on the Lord’s Day, 

Holy Spirit would have inspired them and led them to 

correct their ways. In absence of this, whether the utmost 

purpose of the observance of Sabbath day as expounded by 

Jesus Christ is observed on the seventh day or on the first 

day of the week, inferences from the practices of the early 

believers indicate that Godly minded people are still 

setting aside one day each week to revere the Heavenly 

God. His children are still laboring for six days and resting 

on one of the seven days in the week to glorify Him. 
 

The fundamental principles of the law of Sabbath as 

revealed in the Decalogue are still applicable even in the 

Christian dispensation because Sabbath of the Lord is a 

perpetual law binding everyone on the surface of the earth. 

The only thing that was added on the existing Sabbath 

according to the teaching of Jesus Christ was the issue of 

mercy and necessity of good works for the benefit of 

mankind. That was why it seemed that the focus of the 
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believers shifted from the observance of the ordinance of 

Sabbath Day to the practical ministration of mercy and 

salvation which was the main mission of our Lord on 

earth. The disciples continued faithfully in the mission of 

mercy. Among the early Christians, there were some 

believers that were of the opinion that the observance 

some of the Old Testaments ordinances like circumcision, 

religious festivals, new moon, and Sabbath Day 

celebrations should continue. Perhaps the issue resulted to 

doctrinal differences among the believers. Apostles Paul, a 

Holy Spirit filled and anointed servant of God addressed 

the doctrinal issues among the brethren in Colossians and 

said, “Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you 

eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New 

Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow 

of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is 

found in Christ.” (Colossians 2:16-17) I pray that the 

Spirit of God continue to inspire us on this issue relating to 

the day that believers should set aside each week to rest 

and glorify God according to the revelation of His word.  
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Ultimate Passover Lamb, the 

Lord of Sabbath, the Creator, the Son of God, the Mystery 

of the Old Testament and the Divine Revelator of the New 

Testament specifically said that, “Sabbath was made for 

man, not man for the Sabbath.” From this statement, one 

can deduce that because Sabbath is a sacred and divine 

institution, we must receive and embrace it as a benefit and 

not as a task. We must handle the Sabbath in holiness of 

heart and in all righteousness to the glory of God and to 

the advantage of man. God did not design it to be an 

imposition upon man. Man was made for God and for His 

honor and service, not for the Sabbath.    
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Jesus Christ is the Lord of the Sabbath. Both the Sabbath 

day and the Lord’s Day belong to the Son of man. He is 

the Lord of the day. The world was made by Him. Also by 

him the Sabbath was first instituted. He gave the law to 

Moses on Mount Sinai. And by His divine authority the 

Ten Commandment was strengthened and fine-tuned in 

His Sermon on the Mount called the Beatitudes. He is the 

final authority concerning Christian doctrines. In the 

sermon, He expresses His divine and ultimate authority 

manifest in every important issue with the phrase, “But I 

say unto you” If we truly believe in the Lord, we must 

obey and abide by His words.  
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5 
 

“Honor your Father 

   and your Mother” 
 

"Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee. (Exodus 20:12) 

 

Every human being on the surface of the earth is ordained 

by divine appointment of Almighty God to exist on earth 

so that the purposes of our creation may be fulfilled for the 

glory of God. This was the plan of God from the beginning 

when He said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according 

to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all 

the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth.” (Genesis 1:26)  God’s plan of creation of man was 

executed perfectly for His glory and through the blessed 

institution of marriage that joins man and woman together 

in a marital relationship. It is through this relationship 

between husband and wife that children are born in to the 

family. This beautiful relationship of parents and children 

will continue till eternity.  

 

From absolutely nothing, God had perfected the mystery 

of creation of human being. Fearfully and wonderfully He 

has made every child in the womb. By God’s perfect 
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arrangement and procedure, every child came into this 

world through the normal setting of a cordial marital 

relationship between a father and a mother. Raising good 

children is a job schedule of a good parent. Better still, it is 

a wholesome ministry of a tender loving care of 

responsible parents to their children. This mystery includes 

taking joyful, full responsibility of the child whole-

heartedly without looking back and without thinking 

twice. The parents behold their blended images of their 

marital relationship in the brand new addition to the 

family. The parents always think in their subconscious 

mind that they have something important to impart upon 

the new member of the family. No doubt, the 

responsibility of caring for children is enormous. It is even 

scary to some people but day by day as this precious cargo 

manifest in the family, miraculously, the parents learn to 

carry along the responsibilities of their children with them.  

 

When I think about the relationship of parent and their 

children, the illustration of a relationship of a school bus 

driver, a conductor and school children always jumps to 

my mind. Like every school bus is designed to be operated 

by a careful driver and a caring conductor to take the 

school children to their destinations, each unit of a family 

is under the watchful eyes of a father and a tender loving 

care of a mother to ensure that their children is well cared 

for in every respect. God's plan for every child that He 

created into the world is that they may come into a family 

with the loving cooperation of the father and the mother. 

These wonderful parents exercised integrity, dedication, 

sense of belonging, sense of direction and security that the 
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father and mother are obligated to provide for their family. 

They always desire to take their children to their expected 

destinations on earth. 
 

These are two human angels appointed and assigned by 

God to take care of their proverbial precious cargo. They 

are the instruments in the hands of God Almighty to bring 

forth a brand new child upon the earth. Apart from the 

ordeal and sacrifices involved in pregnancy of a baby—

those prenatal and postnatal visits, the pain that associates 

with labor at birth, the inconveniences of nursing and 

caring of the infant—the mother is responsible for 

providing passionate love and sincere guidance throughout 

the lifetime of the child. On the other hand, the father is 

responsible to ensure that the needs of the family are met. 

He is responsible for providing the child with a strong 

voice of encouragement and effective wisdom of 

correction in order to ensure that the child excels in the 

essential issues of life. The father is the spiritual leader of 

the family. He is a canopy of love above the mother and a 

protective wing over the children. He is the natural 

cheerleader of the child and the first role model in the 

family that the child knows.  Therefore, it takes the efforts 

of a great and tender loving care mother and a dedicated 

and committed father to raise a precious child. Both the 

father and the mother are directly responsible to the 

Heavenly Father, the Invincible head of all families, who 

had made the parents the custodians of their children on 

earth. “…Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 

named.” (Eph. 3:15) 
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Each unit of a family is essentially a mini-government. In 

this mini-government, there is a king and a queen. And 

their children are the princes and the princesses in the 

family. In this mini government, there are rules and 

regulations guiding the family. Each family has their own 

unique peculiarities and ways of life that are at least 

slightly different from other families. Each family has their 

own customized language within common language of the 

community—commonly phrases specially coined by the 

family in their day-to-day fellowship with each other. It is 

the collection of these family mini-governments that forms 

a community. The various communities with peculiar 

custom and culture align together to become a state.  And 

from collection of states we have a nation. The strength of 

a nation is measured by the great and mighty people that 

each family in the nation has nurtured in righteousness and 

integrity of heart to become great men and women.  A 

great and mighty nation is an off-shoot of many 

hardworking, well cultured and well-disciplined families. 

 

Therefore, the princes and the princesses in each of the 

mini-government called family are expected to honor their 

fathers and mothers that God had used as human angels to 

mold and shape them into excellent individuals and useful 

personalities for His glory. The requirement of honor 

demanded of the children by the Commandment of God 

towards their parent does not come cheap simply because 

they are the biological parents of the child.  The parents 

earn the honor of their children by their courageous and 

righteous hard work. By following this commandment the 
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children are preparing themselves for leadership role in 

their own future mini-governments.  

 

 

Honor 

What is the meaning of honor from the point of view of 

the scripture?  There are many ways we can look at this 

issue. Among other things, honoring one’s parent means 

respecting their leadership abilities and righteous 

judgments. It means loving one’s parents unconditionally. 

It includes the truthfulness, sincerity and integrity of heart 

with which the children are expected to relate with their 

father and mother. “Each of you must respect his mother 

and father… I am the Lord your God.” (Leviticus 19:3)  

When one is living in accordance to God’s word, honoring 

ones parents is not an option. For the right thinking 

children, it is a must.  This is primarily because of the fear 

of God and the blessing that is attached with the law. 

Children can find good reason to yield to the useful and 

righteous instructions of their parent if only because of 

their numerous years of experience of life itself. Listen, my 

son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your 

mother's teaching. (Proverbs 1:8) “Children, obey your 

parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.” 

(Colossians 3:20) Children are to fear their parents. Fear 

here does not mean that a child should be afraid of the 

parents.  Fear in this sense, is about referential honor you 

have for your parents that will make you to be very 

cautious of what you do so as to remain in their loving 

borderline, so that you do all to avoid hurting their feelings 

and at the same time, remain in the good book of your 
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parent. The loving considerate about the choices you make 

and the loving caring hearts you have for your parents till 

their old age. Children bear the identity of the family’s 

name, endeavoring to do everything to guard the name 

jealously always bearing in mind that the good name must 

not be dragged into the mud.  In Godly fear, you remember 

that this love originates from the wisdom of God and that 

you do not want any disappointing and reckless behaviors 

to mess it up. The love you have for your parent that will 

make you do all you can so that their minds will always 

remain in perpetual state of blessings for you. If you do 

not fear the counsel of God concerning your relationship 

with your parents, how can you fear God regarding His 

counsels in other spiritual precepts? 

 

Dishonor 

On the other hand, dishonor always seems to originate 

from the heart of a child that does not give a due humble 

consideration about his or her parents when deciding what 

to do.  Let us look at some of the actions of the children 

that may constitute dishonor to their parents and reflect a 

heart of rebellion or indifference. Many children stand up 

wild against their parents today in the name of civilization. 

They always insist that they were right without any 

evidence of righteousness to show for it. Many children 

beat up their parents. Some dress down their parents both 

at home and in the public with impunity. Can these type of 

children said to have honored their parents? Absolutely 

not! They always think that they can always come back to 

say ‘sorry’ to their parents. The parent, without an iota of 

doubt, can accept their apology but honestly, it did not end 
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there. The truth that these types of children should know is 

that it was not the parent that enacted the fifth 

Commandment. God did. Anyone that breaks the law of 

God has to settle the account of their sinfulness, first of all, 

with God. The scripture is not silent on this. “If a man 

curses his father or mother, his lamp will be snuffed out in 

pitch darkness.” (Proverbs 20:20) Children do not need to 

curse their parents before this judgment manifests. A mere 

talking back to parents obnoxiously or an act of rebellious 

against them could easily trigger off this judgment. "The 

eye that mocks a father, that scorns obedience to a mother, 

will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley, will be eaten 

by the vultures.” (Proverbs 30:17) 
 

There are other ways that children can dishonor their 

parents.  Reuben the first born of Jacob was not reported in 

the scripture as unruly, but he incestuously defiled his 

father’s bed.  He lost his position as the first born as well 

as the double portion of inheritance attached to it.  Instead 

of commendation and blessing of a father, he received a 

curse and condemnation. His generation did not amount to 

much among the twelve tribes of Israel. The children of Eli 

were never reported at any time in the scripture to verbally 

abuse their father but they inappropriately acted 

dishonorably against the priesthood office of their father.  

They lay with the women that assembled at the door of the 

tabernacle of the congregation. (1 Samuel 2:22) In the 

process they dishonored God. They never recovered from 

their sins. In one day, Hophni and Phinehas perished 

according to the word of God. “And the ark of God was 

taken; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were 

slain.” (I Samuel 4:11)  
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In 2009, a man was recently appointed as an ambassador 

of a nation.  Within few days of the ambassador’s family 

in United States, the son of the ambassador was caught in 

a rape crime. When the ambassador finally presented his 

credentials to the host nation, it was rejected because the 

crime committed by son of the ambassador dishonored the 

new office of his father. Obviously the ambassador and the 

rest of his family were sent back in shame to his home 

nation. 
 

One of the moral qualifications of an elder in the Living 

Church includes, “One that ruleth well his own house, 

having his children in subjection with all gravity; For if a 

man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he 

take care of the church of God?” (I Timothy 3:4-5) Today 

some children of the ministers dishonor the ministerial 

office of their father with their disgusting appearance. 

Some female children of the pastors pierce their noses and 

tongues and their belly-buttons. They tattoo their 

waistlines and deliberately put on seductive and revealing 

apparels that perfectly befit harlots—the attire of an harlot 

Prov. 7:10—and dye their hairs with all kinds of funny 

colors. On the other hand, the male children of some 

pastors put on an over-sized jean pant that was deliberately 

designed to fall off to their knees according to the worldly 

fashion. Belts fashionably decorated and attached to their 

pants but never intended to hold the pant to their waists. 

With one hand they constantly pull up their pants to cover 

their already exposed underwear. When the children of the 

ministers of God appear like this, what message is their 

appearance is sending to the world around them? Although 



Honor thy Father and Mother 

- 105 - 

some may say that this worldly appearance and 

unbecoming dress codes do not affect ones Christian 

belief, but at the same time, it does not pass the righteous 

and acceptable exemplary standard that Christ commanded 

that others can emulate. The admonition of Apostle Paul to 

the Romans was that ye present your bodies a living 

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service. (Romans 12:1) The children of the 

minister are expected to be the symbol of decency. They 

are expected to be instruments of positive transformation. 

If the appearance of the children of the minister can 

encourage sinful behavior and disrespect for one’s body, 

then one can easily deduce that their characters will also 

reflect the people they had patterned their lives after.  If 

this is the case, it simply means that their parents do not 

qualify spiritually to minister to the people of God.  The 

reason is that the moral credentials of their children do not 

reflect that the parent can spiritually and morally influence 

their own children.  
 

Although this may not necessarily be the fault of the 

parent, however, it is effectively so since there no way to 

explain the ceaseless efforts of the parents over the 

children to the public at large. The negative appearance of 

their children obviously undermines the tremendous 

efforts of the parent. It represents a failure, on the part of 

the children, if they do not cooperate with their parents by 

yielding to their righteous instructions.  The result makes it 

seem like the parents have failed to raise decent children 

regardless of their actual intense efforts. This is one of the 

ways children dishonor their parents. If parents cannot 
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raise godly and decent children it shows they are not 

spiritually qualified and capable to feed the Lord’s sheep.  
 

In the parable of the Prodigal son you will notice that with 

his impatience he dishonored his father by asking for his 

own portion of inheritance while his father was still alive. 

He parted ways from his father with the portion of his 

inheritance which he subsequently frittered away. Many 

children are running away from home today because of 

this same impatience that takes the form of their own 

various reasons.  Some can no longer take the correction of 

their parents. Some are tired of school programs and they 

abandon the laudable desires of their parent that was 

intended to lead the children to excellent destinations on 

earth to follow after their selfish reckless lives. Although 

their parents are paying the tuition fees for these children 

through their noses, they frustrate the efforts of their 

parents but with their unpopular plans. Some children 

believe they have seen their own so-called green-pastures 

shown to them by their strange friends. They easily yield 

to the peer pressure but they never give ear to the righteous 

pressure of their loving parents. Some are willfully 

involved in drugs or prostitution while knowing that their 

parent would certainly not approve of this lifestyle. Some 

were engrossed with lust and eloped with strange partners 

for illicit and unrighteous relationship without the consent 

of their parents. The end result of their impatience is 

always the same like that of the Prodigal Son. They only 

realize their folly when their lives had been reduced to a 

deplorable hustling and contesting with pigs for the dirty 

slop—food of pigs—for their daily living. Not all of them 
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can summon up courage and come back to their parents 

with the heart of repentance like Prodigal Son. Some of 

them must have involved themselves in humanly 

irreversible types of costly mistakes and ended up in 

becoming unfortunate single mothers without definite 

fathers for their babies. Some find themselves in the 

deadly net of STD diseases or develop a deplorable habit 

like alcoholism.  All the harrowing experiences of these 

children emanated from their failure to listen to the loving 

guidance of their parents.  
 

In the New Testament Church, the position of God did not 

change. Unequivocally Paul addressed this important 

family issue among the brethren in Ephesus. He said, 

“Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

"Honor your father and mother”--which is the first 

commandment with a promise-- "that it may go well with 

you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 

(Ephesians 6:1-3) The expectation of good behaviors from 

children is not only limited to their parents, it included the 

aged men and women in the society. It included the people 

that God had placed in the position of authority over the 

child such as the teachers in the school, the Sunday school 

teachers, the instructors in the vocational trades, the 

supervisors and managers in the offices and any of the 

appointed people in authority over the child. The aged and 

the elderly must be respected and honored. “Rise in the 

presence of the aged, show respect for the elderly and 

revere your God. I am the Lord.” (Leviticus 19:32) For the 

little child, the father and mother are the first God they 

ever known. If they can fear the father and mother, by 

obeying their instructions, following their righteous 
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directions, respecting them and really honor them, and in 

doing all these, the children will also learn how to honor 

and magnify the holy name of God Almighty they have 

not seen. 

 

Peculiarity of custom and culture in the modus operandi of 

each family makes or breaks the family unit. Some parents 

mess up the life of their children indirectly by their selfish 

lifestyle and the wicked behaviors they exhibit towards 

each other. Some fathers abandon their families and follow 

after strange women to the detriment of care and support 

expected of their families. In some cases, a reckless father 

receives his salary and goes the club house where he 

spends the entire amount of his pay on alcoholic drink and 

upon flash dancers. At the end of the day he will come 

home drunk with stench of alcohol on him.  How can a 

father acting like this earn the honor of his children?  What 

legacy is he giving the children as the head of the family?  

 

Mothers in some cases seem to be over protective of their 

children from the correction of the father. Anytime the 

father correctively scowls against the child, the mother 

always interject to cover up the wrong doing of the child, 

or puts up an attitude of ‘leave my child alone,’ towards 

the father. The sincere correction of the father is rebranded 

by the attitude of the over protective mother as abuse and 

this will project the father as someone who has lost 

authority over the child and over the family. Very soon the 

child will notice the fragmented weak-link in the fractured 

family leadership and will cling to the soft-minded mother. 

In most cases, this type of child always hides behind her 
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mother’s defensive cover to misbehave in the society. 

Later the child may take his/her evil way of life to a brand 

new dimension of criminal acts. To prevent a dishonor in a 

situation like this, when a child is caught with strange 

utterances or strange behavior he picks up from the street, 

like swearing or curses, both parents must join hands 

together to sharply rebuke and reprimand the child 

immediately so that he will realize his error and correct his 

ways. Although I strongly oppose to physical abuse of 

children but if parents fail to maintain one voice in 

correcting their child, the child will suffer for his misdeeds 

and also eventually bring dishonor and shame to the 

family. 

 

If a father and a mother are hostile to each other, they are 

indirectly building an orientation of hostility into the life 

style of their children. Violence of many forms can be 

detected among the children of abusive parents especially 

when the marital relationship ends in divorce. For this 

reason, parents that desire respect and honor from their 

children must first of all demonstrate it by living a 

honorable life that is worthy of emulation by their 

children. The father must love and respect his wife, and in 

turn the wife must submit to the leadership of her husband. 

By this, the parents thereby set a stage of role model for 

their children.  

 

Parents must be vigilant to discern the type of crowd that 

their children mix with. A clean child in the company of 

pigs will certainly come home with soiled clothes. A well 

behaved child in the crowd of bad-mannered kids will pick 

some of their dirty language and bad habits. The powerful 
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center of learning for a child apart from parent, church and 

school is the crowd of his play-mates. If children are raised 

according to the revelation of the word of God under a 

righteous custom and culture, by committed loving 

parents, the fruit of righteousness and peace will manifest 

in the product of their endeavors. This is the desire of God 

in the life of humanity that brought about the fifth 

commandment.  

 

We have extensively elaborated about all that constitute 

dishonor in the habits of children to their parents in the 

fifth commandment. We have also stated the way some 

parents failed to live to the desired expectations that can 

serve as a good example to the children. The consequences 

of disobedience of the commandment are clearly indicated 

in the scripture.  In fact some of the results of the mistakes 

made by the children are irreversible. Nevertheless, they 

are redeemable spiritually as the ‘Prodigal Son’ in the 

Bible found out when he returned to his father. There is a 

room for repentance for erring child and there is provision 

for forgiveness if their repentance is genuine. The children 

that had dishonored their appointed Human Angels, that is 

their fathers and mothers, should endeavor to repent and 

ask forgiveness. The parents that had failed to live a 

honorable and exemplary life can also turn over a new 

leaf, correct their deplorable lives and reconcile the entire 

family.  The love of the parents and the mercy of God in 

all His Loving power and grace can transform the worst 

situation into one that is glorifying to God. It is not too 

late, Prodigal children should return to their parents.
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6 
 

“You shall not murder.” 
 

Thou shalt not kill.  (Exodus 20:13) 
 

“Thou shall not kill,” of the old English and “You shall not 

murder,” of the modern English are the same. The sixth 

commandment is a spiritual control that guides the express 

permission God gave unto man to be in dominion over 

every creature on the surface of the earth. “Then God said, 

"Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our 

likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 

over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the 

earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth.” (Genesis 1:26) Mankind in their spiritual fallen 

state has different mindset. The sixth commandment may 

be generalized by some and interpreted to mean that man 

must not kill any living thing. This is not so.  The Ten 

Commandment is specifically given to man to address two 

issues—the expected relationship of man to God and the 

relationship of man to man. We need to understand why 

this law is specifically given to man. From the beginning, 

after the fall, God understands the wickedness of the heart 

of man. Because of the selfish intent and narrow 

mindedness of man, God knew that one man can kill 

another man for insignificant reasons. Cain killed his 
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brother, Abel, because of common jealousy. The word of 

God described the heart of man as deceitful above all 

things, and desperately wicked.” (Jeremiah 17:9) 

Therefore God is telling mankind through the sixth 

commandment that regardless of our ability or power to 

bring an untold destruction to another man, we are 

forbidden to kill each other. 

 

Man can kill any animal under his dominion for food or 

for any useful purposes in the mind of man. But the law of 

God forbids the killing of human being that was created in 

the image of the Living God. Take a second look at verse 

26 again and also pay a detail attention to it. God did not 

put human being under the control of any man. If at all, 

there exist controls of any type between men over mankind 

they are all limited to issues of responsibilities of 

governing human being under the law of God and under 

the laws of a consensus government. It includes caring for 

each other in love according to the provision of the 

wisdom of God. It is limited to the submission of man to 

the governing authority ordained and appointed by God to 

rule man at a community or national level. It is limited to 

the submission of wife to her husband and children to the 

parents. It is limited to the express responsibility of 

husband to love and care for his wife as Christ loved the 

Church. It includes the respect and honor that man is 

responsible to demonstrate towards his fellow human 

beings. All these elements of control that exists between 

mankind is to ensure orderliness and peace in the affairs of 

mankind.  
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Special Cases 

Man is not permitted to kill another man at all unless it 

occurs within the direct commandment of God. All 

mankind are under the control of Living God and only 

Him who created man possesses express authority to kill 

man in His judgment or make a man alive out of His 

boundless mercy. We have heard about various wars 

between nations from the inception of creation. Many of 

these wars were mentioned in the scripture. Many innocent 

souls have been lost during these wars. We may be 

tempted to challenge, “Were not the men who decided to 

wage war against each other responsible for the loss of so 

many souls?” That is certainly true and leads us to a point 

of mystery which we must think about.   

 

No matter how reckless and unruly the earth had become, I 

humbly submit that the heart of the king is still in the hand 

of God, and He directs it like the flow of rivers. “The 

king's heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers of 

water: he turneth it whithersoever he will. (Proverbs 21:1) 

Nothing is hidden to God Almighty. If God does not want 

any war to occur between two nations, by His mighty 

power, He can always avert it.  Yet at the same time, He 

has given us freedom to make decisions. Some kings often 

mislead their people into wars for no other reason than the 

evil in their hearts.  Such actions, since God did not 

expressly command it, constitute a breaking of the 6th 

commandment.  War is nothing more than a magnification 

of the aggression between two individuals.  It can be as big 

as warring issue between two people, between two 

families, between to cities or even between two ideologies 

like religious wars.  These aggressions usually arise out of 
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human pettiness and evil ideologies on both sides.  When 

considering all the wars that have occurred in history, it is 

extremely rare that God commands a man to make war 

with one another both on a personal scale and on the scale 

of nations.  Nevertheless, God is sovereign over all 

creation and therefore allows men to be free while 

redeeming the evil fruit of their actions or preventing them 

from doing evil all together. 

 

There are so many other things that kill human beings 

today apart from normal natural occurrences like disease. 

Natural disasters like earth-quakes, tsunamis, land slides, 

plagues, storms, avalanches, etc… kill mankind enmasse. 

Because these incidences naturally occur, it is known as 

act of God. Conversely, there are man-made non-

intentional disasters--like nuclear accident of Chernobyl, 

engineering failures, shipwrecks, stadium accidents, 

stampedes, etc. There was the deliberate wanton 

destruction of the nuclear attack of Hiroshima and as well 

as 9-11 terrorist attack on World Trade Center, New York 

in this century that are still fresh in our memories.  

 

Apart from the above unfortunate reasons that can cause 

mass destruction of humanity, the issue of accidental death 

can occur. This is a death that occurs accidentally as a 

result of a man losing control of machinery.  Some 

examples are car accidents, industrial equipment accidents 

or accidental gun-shot. These are classified under 

manslaughter in the secular court of law. Regardless of the 

fact that this type of death was not intentional, the 

scripture did not ignore it.  It appropriately apportioned a 
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prescribed judgment of God for the incidence. “But if he 

thrust him suddenly without enmity, or have cast upon him 

anything without laying of wait, Or with any stone, 

wherewith a man may die, seeing him not, and cast it upon 

him, that he die, and was not his enemy, neither sought his 

harm: Then the congregation shall judge between the 

slayer and the revenger of blood according to these 

judgments: And the congregation shall deliver the slayer 

out of the hand of the revenger of blood, and the 

congregation shall restore him to the city of his refuge, 

whither he was fled: and he shall abide in it unto the death 

of the high priest, which was anointed with the holy oil.” 

(Numbers 35:22-25)  Essentially, the Bible remands those 

that accidentally kill to a city where they can reside 

without the fear revenge or judgment since there was no 

enmity in their hearts. 

 

Murder 

The last type of killing and the one that this commandment 

forbids is the deliberate killing of another person that 

seems to be popular among humanity. Ungodly man 

generally have tendency to eliminate anyone that stands 

between him and his selfish craving. The wicked men kill 

others for reasons that would be silly if they weren’t so 

evil. When a willful action results in the willful 

termination of another life for the sake of personal gain, it 

is known as murder. Murdering a human being is a sin 

against the commandment of God. There are so many 

reasons why one person could decide to kill another, but 

the underlying reason for every murder is intentional sin. It 

is the height of gross wickedness that a man may exhibit 

against another. The first murder was perpetrated as a 
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result of envy. Cain killed his brother Abel simply because 

God accepted the excellent offering he made while the 

ridiculous offering of Cain was rejected. Sin is always the 

underlying primary reason for murdering human being.  

Considering our definition of murder, some might 

rightfully ask what about self-defense.  We will speak of 

this later. 

 

Each letter in the acronym M-U-R-D-E-R represents 

deadly consequence of this terrible sin. If a murderer 

knows the evil consequence of this sin perhaps he will not 

fall for it. 

 

M-Messed up- messes up the glorious purpose of God.  

 

➢ A murderer is an enemy of God and a destroyer of 

a generation. A murderer shuts down both the 

long term and short term glorious purposes of 

God in the life of his or her victim. Apart from the 

immediate destruction of the victim, their unborn 

generation is totally cut off from the land of the 

living. 

 

U-Unforgivingness- bankrupt of the heart of mercy 

 

➢ A murderer is totally bankrupt of the heart of 

mercy. He possesses a revengeful spirit that never 

gives room for mercy. As a result he prefers to 

settle an old score or bitterness of the past by 

killing his victim. A murderer is always irrational 

in his thought. He may kill an innocent person in 
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order to conceal his other previous sins. It is 

possible to conceal a certain evil to escape the 

judgment of the world, but can a murderer hide 

any of his wickedness from God who sees all 

things? 

  

R-Reckless- irresponsible, out of control 
 

➢ A murderer is a thoughtless, irresponsible and an 

out of control individual. The thoughtlessness of a 

murderer led him to take an irresponsible decision 

that sums up his reasoning and actions as stupid 

and reckless. Imagine a murderer killing a person 

because of a quarter (25 cents). Invariably the 

murderer’s value of the person he killed is less 

than a quarter of one dollar since the price of a 

bullet is at least 25 cents. The senselessness of a 

reckless murderer prevents him from appraising 

the positive and potential value of his victim’s life.  

 

D-Disregards- Insensibility of the wicked man 
 

➢ It does not take a genius to know that murderer does 

not appreciate the value of life. Every living being 

is a mysterious wonder of creation in the hand of a 

wise and perfect God. If a murderer can imagine the 

infinitive complex wisdom of the brains that can 

manufacture a man-made computer machine that 

thinks, to some extent like man, he will think twice 

before destroying the precious creature that he 

cannot create. The insensibility of a murderer is the 

reason why he could not perceive that every organ 
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in the human system is a divine laboratory of Living 

God. Murderers disregard the precious work of God 

as they never consider the spiritual connection in 

the perfect creation of man that was created in the 

perfect image of the Living God. 
  

E-Endangers- Endangers the life of the survivors 

 

➢ The victim of a murder may be a faithful husband 

and father, may be a humble wife and mother and is 

always a child to parents. Imagine a man that woke 

up in the morning as family man but died in the 

hand of a murderer. The murderer invariably killed 

the joy of the family. He terminated the security of 

the victim’s family. He killed the source of their 

sustenance as the breadwinner of the family. The 

motivation and encouragement of the family is gone 

and he had brought untold hardship to the survivors 

of his victims. As a result the murderer brought the 

lives of the surviving family to the state of 

endangerment as it may be very difficult for them 

again to find their feet on earth. 
     

R-Ruptures- disrupts the flow of plan of God 
 

➢ The death of a victim of a murderer occurs when 

an important organ is vitally damaged. Perhaps, 

the lungs or heart got ruptured. Or it might have 

been excessive bleeding, or the delicate organ of 

the brain badly damaged. In the same way a 

murderer interrupts the flow of the plan of God in 

the life of his victim. Who know whether the 



Thou shall not kill 

- 119 - 

victim is destined to discover a solution to the 

problem of mankind? Has it ever crossed the 

minds of the murderers the enormous economic 

loss the entire world would have suffered if 

computer genius like Bill Gates had been killed 

before the prime of his life? Consider the way 

God had blessed entire mankind through one man 

that He endowed with knowledge and 

understanding of the information technology of 

21st century. Imagine the spiritual calamity that 

should have befallen the human race if spiritual 

giants like Pastor Billy Graham, the renowned 

United States Evangelist, Pastor W. F. Kumuyi of 

Deeper Life Bible Church, Nigeria, Pastor David 

Yonggi Cho of Yoido Full Gospel Church, South 

Korea and Pastor Enoch A. Adeboye of Redeem 

Christian Church of God, Nigeria had been denied 

the grace of coming into this world through 

abortion or eliminated by death in the hands of 

murderers before their ministries began?  

 

The Murder Weapons 

In the secular court of law of man, the jury does not 

always reach a verdict in a murder case without giving a 

serious consideration to the evidence of the murder 

weapon. The common murder weapons evidence available 

in the court of law today are: gun, knife, iron bar, noose, 

baseball bat, poison, etc. Murder weapons are commonly 

recognized to be either physical or spiritual.  The spiritual 

weapons as described below lead to the use of physical 

weapons. Yet our Lord Jesus Christ calls us to guard 

against the use of only one thing as a weapon: our hearts.  
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Every weapon that has the potential to murder, whether 

spiritual or physical is merely a tool that enables us to 

interact with the world through the evil in our hearts. 

 

One of the major deaths causing physical instrument 

weapon of today is the gun. The deadly weapon ranges 

from big guns like battleship artillery, self-propelled 

machines guns, air guided missiles with nuclear warheads. 

It includes submachine guns, military assault guns, even to 

the smallest pocket size pistols.  The purpose of the usage 

of gun in the battlefield is to kill both armed and unarmed 

human being, destroy life and properties of an enemy’s 

strong hold. One of the goals of using guns in battle is to 

intimidate and crush the enemy’s spirit and eventually 

force them to unconditional surrender.  The idea of using 

gun to harass and kill innocent unarmed individual is a 

microcosm of the senseless destruction displayed all over 

the world in various military battles.   

 

The damage guns can do is deadly. A bullet hole piercing 

the head or chest can easily and instantly snuff out the 

victim’s life. Today armed robbers and muggers are 

sticking-up innocent people with guns in order to rob them 

of their valuable properties. Drug related disputes are 

settled with vicious gun battles. The aim is always total 

destruction of the other party without given any room to 

make up for the wrong doings in a civilized redress. 

Aggrieved evil minded people are resorting to take guns 

against their victims.  For this reason, many people adopt 

an unholy and unrighteous sense of self-defense by 
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procuring guns even in places where they are not permitted 

by law to possess arms. 

   

The ongoing political debate about the legality or illegality 

of owning a gun is irrelevant in this discussion. The honest 

truth is that anyone that possesses a gun in a civilized 

nation like America where for the most part no one needs a 

gun to hunt for animals for food, automatically increase 

the possibility and tendency to kill a human being with it. 

Human beings have an innate sense of self-defense that 

must be used for God’s glory just like every other sense 

we have. Generally, we employ every tool at our disposal 

for this purpose of defending ourselves.  Owning a gun 

automatically means that a gun is present as a remote 

option in “defense” even when only words should be 

considered. Arguments and disagreements, little or big, 

that inspire great anger are less likely to be lethal in the 

absence of a tool that makes killing so easy.  The young 

members of a family who accidentally came across the 

parent’s gun may put it in his school bag with innocent 

intention to play with it with his school mates. The 

national statistics of death and wounds from gun shots 

indicate that: 
  

“The number of Americans killed by guns has remained 
fairly constant in the nine years for which complete data is 
available in the 21st century. Between 2000 and 2008, a 
total of 272,590 people died of gunshot injuries in the 
United States. This averages out to about 30,288 gun 
deaths per year, a number shocking by comparison to 
any other developed country. ... Between 2000 and 2008 
a total of 617,488 people suffered nonfatal gunshot 
injuries in the United States. This averages to about 

68,610 persons per year.”1  

 
1. http://www.vpc.org/studies/moreguns.pdf  
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The sorrow and untold pains resulting from accidental 

discharge of bullets makes the procuring a gun uncalled 

for. This sorrow can be avoided especially if a thoughtful 

consideration is given to the law of God that directs us to 

not kill. 
 

Some will say that there are circumstances where one 

needs to defend himself against another person who has a 

gun and therefore, one has to own a gun.  It would be wise 

to consider that the majority of these circumstances arise 

because as a society we do not observe the commandments 

of God by developing laws, customs and cultures that 

would prevent the ownership of a gun and inculcate 

respect for human life.  We have exchanged the proactive 

“Do unto others as you would have them do to you” for 

the cowardly “Do unto others before they do to you.”  

Ultimately, we are defending ourselves from the results of 

our disobedience as a society.  Instead of repentance, we 

defend ourselves by buying more guns and thereby 

increase the wages of our sin.  As Martin Luther King said, 

“The old law of an eye for an eye leaves everyone blind,” 

blind, not only physically but also blind to the true reason 

behind the loss of our eyes.  Someone has to start shouting, 

“NO MORE,” and it has to begin with the children of God. 
 

For every physical murder that take place there is spiritual 

murder weapon behind it. In the legal language it is known 

as ‘intent.’ Before a murderer kills his victim physically, 

 
Online information was accessed on April 14, 2014 
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he had already murdered him with wicked intention in his 

heart using evil spiritual murder weapons.  The evil heart 

can turn even money into a murder weapon.   Corporations 

and nations committed murder by ‘removing’ or ‘giving’ 

money to a foreign nation in order to cause their economy 

to collapse and cause cultural decay, massive poverty and 

subsequent death by starvation and civil war. 

 

Behind every pull of a gun’s trigger that results in the 

willful death of a person, there is the driving force of 

vicious anger. Human anger is driven by pride. The ego of 

an angry man had been trampled upon and it is the reason 

for his anger. “Be not hasty in thy spirit to be angry: for 

anger resteth in the bosom of fools.” (Ecclesiastes 7:9)  

“Be angry, and do not sin:” do not let the sun go down on 

your wrath, nor give place to the devil.” (Ephesians 4:26-

27)  

 

Behind every murderous thrust of a dagger into the 

victim’s heart there is bitterness. “Then Samuel said, 

“Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to me.” So Agag 

came to him cautiously. And Agag said, “Surely the 

bitterness of death is past.” But Samuel said, “as your 

sword has made women childless, so shall your mother be 

childless among women.” And Samuel hacked Agag in 

pieces before the Lord in Gilgal.” (I Samuel 15:32-33)  

 

The driving force behind the club that Cain used in killing 

his brother Abel was envy. Envy is an inordinate feeling of 

resentment against the success and blessings of another 

person. It may start as a feeling of disappointment in the 

mind of an envious person that transforms to a feeling that 
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the achievements of another person should have been his. 

God gave an open grace to both Cain and Abel to make 

offering to God.  Abel offered the best of his animals to 

God but Cain offered the wretched crop of his farm to 

God. The offer of Abel was accepted and respected but 

that of Cain was rejected. Cain became envious of his 

biological brother. Cain had the opportunity to repent and 

made a better offering but he did not. Instead, out of envy, 

he developed a smoldering bitterness against his brother 

that grew and grew until he murdered him. “And in the 

process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an 

offering of the fruit; of the ground to the Lord. Abel also 

brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And 

the Lord respected Abel and his offering, but He did not 

respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, 

and his countenance fell.” (Genesis 4:3-5)   

 

The spiritual weapon in the heart of Esau that made him to 

seek to kill his twin brother Jacob was hatred. “So Esau 

hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father 

blessed him, and Esau said in his heart, “The days of 

mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill my 

brother Jacob.” (Genesis 27:41) Joseph was a beloved 

child among his brethren. But his brethren greatly hated 

him because he revealed his dream to them. “But when his 

brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 

brothers, they hated him and could not speak peaceably to 

him.” (Genesis 37:4) They called him names—Joseph the 

dreamer. They connived to kill him as well as his dream. 

They threw him to a dry pit but the mercy of God 

prevailed and they instead sold him into slavery for twenty 
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shekels of silver.  They did not think it evil to break their 

father’s heart by bringing a sorrowful report that a wild 

animal had killed Joseph. 

 

Sinful spiritual record-keeping called malice is another 

spiritual murder weapon. One of the reasons why angry 

man is easily provoked is because he developed malice by 

keeping a record of past wrong doings towards him. And 

with the presence of unforgiving sin residing in his mind, 

his bitterness persisted and grew. The malice invariably 

grows into hatred when the past wrong doings are 

remembered. In a domino effect one sin leads to another 

until murder takes place. All these sins could be avoided if 

there is no malice residing in the heart of the sinner. The 

scripture admonished that, “Let all bitterness, wrath, 

anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, 

with all malice. (Ephesians 4:31)  “Therefore, laying aside 

all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil 

speaking.” (I Peter 2:1) 

 

One of the devastating spiritual murder weapons is the 

negative usage of tongue. James described tongue as 

untamable member of our body full of deadly poison. “But 

no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of 

deadly poison.” (James 3:8) The poison of the tongue 

manifests in its powerful utterances. In this way the tongue 

is like a gun.  It is better only because of its equally great 

potential for good.  Many have murdered their destiny 

with the poisons of the tongue when, out of emotional 

outburst, they carelessly made negative confession upon 

themselves. And later in their lives the negative confession 

manifested upon them. With this tongue people have been 
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cursed and the curse stalks the victim from generation to 

generation until it utterly destroys them. Many allow their 

tongues to be used falsely as an instrument in the hand of 

Satan leading to the death of others.  An example of this is 

bearing false witness. 

 

Some murder their victims by spiritually diabolical 

means. They neither employ physical weapon nor any of 

the spiritual murder weapon listed above. Yet they kill 

people mysteriously with an evil power they possess. The 

witches, wizards and people that practice all sorts of 

occultism manipulate their evil powers to destroy others 

without even getting near their victims. They could 

manipulate and superimpose themselves to appear in the 

dreams of their victims to feed them with poisonous food 

and inflict deadly harm that could alter the destiny of their 

victims. These evil agents operated from their dark coven 

to launch their invisible evil and deadly arrows against 

their victims that can manifest as mysterious sickness that 

eventually leads to mysterious sudden death of their 

victims. 

 

One of the prevalent murders in our society today 

emanated from careless living. The issue of careless living 

includes misuse of our bodies. Many people are yet to 

understand that one of the great gifts of God unto man is 

our lives. We are expected to jealously guard and use the 

gift for the glory of God. Unfortunately, many use the 

precious gift for useless purposes.  
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One of the righteous primary purposes of sexual intimacy 

is for procreation. It is the will of God that this intimacy 

takes place between husband and wife. When this 

relationship occurs, the expected result is pregnancy. But 

today, in every age range between teenagers and adult, 

sexual relationship that leads to pregnancy takes place 

between men and women without intention to become 

parent to a potential child. The driving force for this 

relationship is “fun”—careless living. After the fun, when 

pregnancy inevitably occurs, a decision must follow. 

Today one of the popular decisions of the party involved 

is—I am not ready to be a mother! Even if the man is 

ready to be a father, our society has codified the evil 

standard of ‘pro-choice’ and given the woman the “right” 

to raise it. She says, ‘woman has right to choose.’ A 

questionable philosophy! Because it is reasonable to think 

that a woman should have chosen, in the first place, not to 

yield herself for fun-seeking sexual relationship in order to 

avoid unwanted pregnancy.  Neither is the man off the 

hook by putting the woman in a position to have to make 

such a choice.  Whatever decision she makes, he is her 

accomplice. 
  

It is very sad when a woman that is ordained to be mother 

of nations will decide to choose to be a nation’s murderer 

instead. Many consider this as a poor and wicked choice. 

No doubt it a harrowing experience. It is difficult to know 

why people take it route to approach this problem. Many 

women don’t understand that when they turn their womb 

into an abattoir they are murdering an entire generation. 

These women never saw themselves as the co-murderers 
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of their own babies. They ordered the procedure. They 

paid the murderer for the evil job. Even if they were under 

anesthesia when they were undergoing the procedure, their 

conscience supervised the murdering processes. Mothers 

have an uncanny gift for tenderness and it is hard to 

understand how this tenderness can become cold enough 

to allow an abortion. How can a fountain that produce cool 

water also bring forth hot water? “How can a tender-

hearted mother who had been experiencing normal kicking 

of a living baby in her womb, suddenly turn to a cold-

hearted mother who will not mind the baby to violently 

kick with all its feeble strength in her womb at the point of 

its death when it was struggling to live. When the baby is 

kicking like this, it can be interpreted that it is screaming 

and appealing to the conscience of its mother—his 

appointed angel on earth—saying, “Where are you, 

Mommy?” “I am dying, come and save me!” Then the 

baby stopped kicking when it can struggle no more. It’s 

now stone dead in her womb after the effect of lethal dose 

injected on the fetus! Now the abortion surgeon will use 

forceps to take apart the dead baby and bring its fragments 

out of the womb.  

 

A popular prayer for blessed and righteous women in 

Nigeria, “You will know the beginning of life of your 

children but you will not know their end.” It means you 

will not undergo the sorrowful and harrowing experience 

of burying your children. Better still, it means that at the 

fullness of your age, your fully grown children will care 

for you while you are alive and give you a befitting burial 
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when you pass away. Contrary to the blessed intention of 

this prayer, women that engaged in abortion did not only 

know the beginning of life of their baby in the womb, but 

also ordered the very end of their unborn babies in their 

womb against the will of God. Instead of mourning, some 

women relish at the funeral of the babies of their womb in 

the abortion clinic because they think they got rid of 

something that disturbed their peace. They concealed their 

sorrows and buried the secrecy of their wickedness in their 

hearts. Absence of pregnancy will probably pave way for 

another sexual relationship with a new sexual partner. And 

another cycle of wickedness would begin! 

 

According to the statistic of abortion carried out by The 

Alan Guttmacher Institute (www.agi-usa.org) between 1996-

2008,  
 

“The number of abortions per year worldwide is 
approximately 42 million. The number of abortions 
per day worldwide is approximately 115,000. In this 
statistic, 83% of all abortions are obtained in 
developing countries and 17% occur in developed 
countries. In United States, number of abortions per 
year 1.21 million (2005) and number of abortion per 
day is approximately 3315. Out of these cases, 1% 
of all abortions occur because of rape or incest; 6% 
of abortions occur because of potential health 
problems regarding either the mother or child, and 
93% of all abortions occur for social reasons (i.e. the 
child is unwanted or inconvenient).”2 

 

 
2 http://abortionno.org/abortion-facts/ 
  Online information was obtained on April 10, 2014 
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In the paragraph three of the Hippocratic Oath (Modern 

Version) the medical doctors sworn thus: 
   

“I will follow that method of treatment which 
according to my ability and judgment, I consider for 
the benefit of my patient and abstain from whatever 
is harmful or mischievous. I will neither prescribe nor 
administer a lethal dose of medicine to any patient 
even if asked, nor counsel any such thing, nor 
perform the utmost respect for every human life from 
fertilization to natural death and reject abortion that 
deliberately takes a unique human life.”3 

 

Although my son, who edited this book, was of a strong 

opinion that the version of Modern Hippocratic Oath 

quoted in this book was obviously engineered by those 

who are against abortion. I am not sure of this fact. 

However, this is one of the two modern versions that I 

found on the internet.   

 

Contrary to this oath sworn in the presence of Almighty 

God, some of the Medical Practitioners, in other nations of 

the world, are helping the pregnant women to procure 

abortion that is detrimental to the health of the would-

have-been mothers and the human lives in them. Some of 

the abortion procedures executed by these doctors led to 

the death of both the mothers and the unborn children in 

them. These doctors deviated from healing the nations to 

killing the nations they swore oaths to preserve. What a 

travesty against the professional integrity they swore to 

never destroy.   

 
3 http://nktiuro.tripod.com/hippocra.htm 

  Online information was obtained on April 10, 2014 
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Accomplices 

The issue of murder cannot be discussed without 

mentioning the evil roles of accomplices. Many people 

today do not see themselves as murderers because they 

have never killed anyone directly.  They might not even 

see any murder being committed in their presence. 

Nonetheless, this does not exonerate the accomplice as a 

sinless person. An accomplice is a partner in homicide 

crime—a middle-man between life and death. The range of 

roles of an accomplice to various murder cases is very 

wide. An accomplice plays the role of a supplier in crime, 

while the actual murderer plays the role of demand. In the 

economic theory, demand and supply goes hand in hand. 

One cannot exist without the other. An accomplice may be 

the driver on the wheel of an organized murder. He may be 

the one that issues instruction regarding the timing of the 

murder and the person to be eliminated. An accomplice 

supplies the setup initiatives that will lead to the killings of 

so many people. It includes special arm of terrorist 

organization that indoctrinates, brain-washes and 

engineers suicide-bombers to wire themselves up with a 

concealed C-4 bomb and walk to the crowded spot in the 

public place to detonate the bomb so that they can kill self 

and innocent people en masse.  The same can be said of 

drug lords and gang leaders. It includes the notorious big 

men in the society who organized, funded and instigated 

the youths within their reach to cause untold upheavals and 

destructions in a nation in order to settle political scores 

against their opponents.  It includes those who are engaged 

as suppliers of conventional military weapons, military or 

police uniforms that the murderers will put on to disguise 

and conceal their true identities.  And lastly it includes the 
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middlemen that get the weapons into the hands of 

unscrupulous group of disgruntled elements within a 

country to cause civil unrest. The truth that these evil 

traders should know is that the end users of these weapons 

will destroy human beings with them. If the weapons are 

not supplied to the end-users, the peace will prevailed in 

the nation, and life of men and their properties will be 

preserved.   

 

Drug dealers can be said to be a particular class of 

accomplices. Between physical weapons and spiritual 

weapons of murder there is a moment of insanity, a 

moment of a bizarre attitude that makes killing a 

possibility. Drug usage (crack, cocaine or heroin etc) in 

some cases, enhances this link to magnify the insanity of 

sin in the mind of a murderer. In the mind of every 

murderer there is an element of insanity present no matter 

how insignificant it is. When this temporary insanity is 

enhanced by the effect of drug usage in the mind of the 

users, it magnifies the sinful spiritual weapons and 

activates the killing instinct in him and spurs him into 

murderous mood. If the drug does not kill the user, its 

influence is likely to cause him to commit homicide or 

trigger off the related crime.  Drug dealers not only 

encourage physical death but they also encourage social 

and spiritual death. 
 

An accomplice to murder may include the unscrupulous 

motor vehicle drivers and wicked captors that connived 

together to ambush an innocent person, forced him 

kidnapped against his will, rushed the person into a 
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waiting vehicle and be driven to a hidden location where 

the captor will now ask for a ransom substantial amount of 

money before his release. Even if the kidnapped person is 

not murdered in the process, the wicked people had 

murdered the trust he has towards humanity forever. The 

traumatic experience of his kidnapping will remain in his 

mind forever. An accomplice may be a doctor that 

deliberately prescribes lethal dose of medicines to an 

innocent patient or a chemist that deliberately manipulates 

the medicine that the intended victim of murder will use 

unwittingly to his death.  
 

An accomplice may be the driver of a mini-bus that carry a 

full load of innocent passengers, and transported them to a 

dangerous secluded destinations where the passengers 

were butchered by vicious murderers for ritual purposes. 

The mini-bus driver receives his own share of blood 

money and go back again for another evil trip. If you are 

engaged in buying or selling human organs for any 

purpose, have you ever thought of the source of the 

supplies of your evil merchandise that brings you lucrative 

gains? Remember that human body parts are not legal 

merchandise for sale. Even if you think that the organ was 

donated, can you be sure that it was willingly given?  If it 

was willfully given, was it given by someone who was not 

struggling to survive?  An organ should not be raw 

material for diabolical money-making scheme.  
 

This issue of middleman for murder cases is very common 

in every nook and cranny of the world today. Do not be 

deceived, if you are involved or connected, or in one way 

or the other you are instrumental to the death of innocent 
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people, you are an accomplice to the murder committed. 

The righteous God will not leave you guiltless! 

 

In principle of the righteous judgment of God, He always 

requires the blood of the victim from the hand of the 

murderer. Do not be surprised that servants of God can be 

culpable of the sin of murder. “But if the watchman sees 

the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, and the 

people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any 

person from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity; 

but his blood I will require at the watchman's hand.” 

(Ezekiel 33:6) The inaction and indifference of the 

servants of God to make a timely proclamation of the 

message of salvation to the perishing souls can make them 

technical murderers if the people died in their sins. Today 

the large chunk of the church revenues goes to erection of 

gigantic church buildings. The main focus of Jesus Christ 

in His ministry on earth was the salvation of mankind. 

Unfortunately, it is the other way round today because this 

purpose had been relegated to the background. The 

inaction of most of these servants led them to place their 

priorities wrong by building big edifices that are mostly 

empty instead of building redemptive cathedral of souls in 

humanity. Nearly all the corners of our streets today are 

filled with young boys selling drugs. Organized crimes are 

part of the ‘normal’ corporate businesses today. People are 

making wrong sexual orientation decisions because of lack 

of wisdom of God. If message of God had reached these 

beautiful creations of God on time, may be they would 

have chosen the righteous ways of life. Certainly God will 

not ask these failed servants to give account of the big 
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cathedral they have built but they will certainly be required 

to give account of the souls they failed to attract to the 

kingdom of God. 

Repentance 

If anyone possesses a gun in our society today, the person 

is considered physically dangerous because he is capable 

of committing murder at will. In the same way, anyone in 

possession of the sinful spiritual murder weapons is 

spiritually dangerous because he is a potential spiritual 

murderer. An angry man and an embittered person is a 

potential spiritual murderer. The man with the spirit of 

hate and whoever keeps malice are in the same category. 

Anyone that cannot bridle his tongue can easily murder 

another person without realizing it. Anyone on drug or 

trades in drug can kill or be killed by another person and a 

substantial amount of homicide crimes link to drug usage. 

Drug is the major fuel of homicide crime in our street 

today. One of the government’s attempts to curb the rate of 

homicide crime in the society was to provide any person 

with gun and other harmful weapons the opportunity to 

surrender them without prosecution. Yet the government 

can only do so much and it is not within the scope of 

government to curb spiritual sins that lead to murder.  

Furthermore, is not the government composed of 

individual people?  That is why the scripture is appealing 

and admonishing us to do away with all manner of sinful 

instruments of murder. God offers us amnesty through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  He says that if we discard all our 

spiritual murder weapons and repent of these sins we will 

receive His divine forgiveness. If we repent and seek Him, 

He will redeem the results of our evil and take away the 

depression, sorrow and heartache that our heinous 
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activities have caused to those we harmed and also to 

ourselves.  Without doing away with all these sinful 

features of murder, there is no way we can obey the sixth 

commandment that instruct us not to commit murder. 

 

Lastly, the scripture reveals that man was created in the 

image and likeness of God. Genesis 1:26-27) Then it 

follows that every single person killed by a murderer, the 

image of God in the victim is killed; the likeness of God in 

him is killed. The creative wisdom of God in him is killed. 

An uncompleted project of God in him is permanently shut 

down. The hope of God for the benefit of humanity that is 

hidden in the generation of the victim of the murder is 

eternally dashed. If you do not want to become an 

instrument in the hands of Satan to commit atrocity against 

humanity, think twice even three times before you 

terminate a living soul created by the Living God. Take 

very seriously this sixth commandment and do not allow 

yourself weak excuses against obedience to it. The word of 

God admonishes us to “Abstain from all appearance of 

evil.” (I Thessalonians 5:22) The promise of the Lord's 

blessing is available for the righteous. “He who walks 

righteously and speaks what is right, who rejects gain 

from extortion and keeps his hand from accepting bribes, 

who stops his ears against plots of murder and shuts his 

eyes against contemplating evil-- this is the man who will 

dwell on the heights, whose refuge will be the mountain 

fortress. His bread will be supplied, and water will not fail 

him. Your eyes will see the king in his beauty and view a 

land that stretches afar.” (Isaiah 33:15-17) 



  

- 137 - 

 

7 
 

“You shall not commit 

adultery.” 
 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. (Exodus 20:14) 

 

Discussion about sexual intercourse is one the themes that 

the Christian readers do not want to read about in a 

Christian publications because of the graphic nature of the 

discussion. While I strongly empathize with the feeling 

behind this discomfort and honestly do not want to cross 

this line in offense, I would like us to consider the 

aggressiveness of the destruction associated with sexual 

sin. It is therefore extremely important to know the 

acceptable form of sexual relationship. For Christian 

Counselors and parents who want to guide their children in 

truth, it is expedient to discuss this issue. Failure to do this 

will not stop people from learning from worldly 

counselors and receiving worldly education on the subject. 

Today children are being taught sex education in the 

school without taking into consideration the holy intention 

of God about the subject. Students are being offered 

condoms in the school primarily to prevent the risk of STD 

and unwanted pregnancies. Although the objective of the 

government is to prevent cases of STD related to sexual 
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intercourse, the children are not taught the moral and 

spiritual implications and consequences of sexual act. In 

the absence of moral and spiritual controls, the preventive 

measures instead, become an additional license in the 

hands of these children to go out and engage in sexual acts 

since they now have the thought that they are well 

protected. They will now be tempted to apply the new 

preventive measure since the teachers guarantee that the 

condom is a tool of safety. 

  

Marriage is a holy institution strictly between a man and a 

woman. The nakedness of a man and his wife is a 

package of mystery sealed by the divine wisdom of God, 

only to be revealed to each other in a covenant marital 

relationship. The virginity of a man and a woman is a 

divine seal of Heavenly Father that they are brand new 

gifts from God to each other. Whenever you open the 

cover of a medicine you purchased from the store, you 

will see a protective plastic that seals the medicine 

directly from the factory indicating that no one has 

tampered with the content of the bottle until that moment. 

The moment you break that plastic seal, the medicine is 

considered “used,” even if a single tablet is not taken out 

of the bottle. In the perfect wisdom of God, Eve was 

created for Adam and not for many Adams and neither 

was Adam created for many Eves. A woman was created 

perfectly by Heavenly God and wrapped up with perfect 

beauty, in the abundant wisdom of God as a perfect gift 

for only one man—her husband and the seal of God is 

placed on her. God perfected her creation that her 

nakedness in body, soul and spirit should only be known 
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and seen by only one man. The same standard and 

expectation goes to man, in every respect, that his 

nakedness should only be known and seen by only one 

woman—his wife.  

 

Sexual intercourse is sacred and honorable. It is the 

intention of the Creator that this sacred relationship 

occurs between husband and wife. It is a mystery of His 

perfect creation of human being in to this world that 

reveals the participation of man.  If the Heavenly Father 

chooses to, He may not need the efforts of human beings 

to increase the population of mankind. But from the 

beginning God had made man a partner in creation. This 

partnership is to establish responsibility on the part of the 

man for the new life that is about to be created. Apart 

from allowing the partnership for the sake of procreation, 

He also provided the platform, the physical strength, the 

intimate desire and the ability of the woman and man to 

go through the unique experience of pregnancy 

successfully.  

 

The physical attraction between man and woman 

precludes the affectionate bodily contact that leads to the 

ultimate act of sexual relationship. You will notice that 

when man is about to release his seeds, it seems as if he 

lost control of stopping the sperm from coming out of 

him.  The female counterpart also experience the same 

feeling which is generally termed orgasm.  When this 

feeling took place, the divine signature of a new life is 

appended.  The involuntary release of virtue that came 

out of the man is his signature saying—This is the 

product of my body, I will love, provide and protect 
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the mother and the baby on earth and be a father to 

the new creation. I will guide and raise the child under 

the fear of God. The experience of involuntary 

contraction of the wall of vagina by the woman called 

orgasm is her signature speaking in volume saying—I 

will honorably receive the precious seed of my man. I 

will protect and care for our baby in my womb. I will 

nurture the baby with the milk from my breast. I will 

cherish and love the baby. With my arms I will cuddle 

and care for the baby. I will be a mother to the baby 

and in one accord with my husband I will join hand to 

raise our baby under the fear of God. After sexual 

intercourse between man and a woman, they always 

experience a sense of loss. Yes, they lost shame because 

they have seen the nakedness of each other. They lose 

individualism in order to become one. Apart from their 

consummation of marriage relationship earlier on, they 

are together in a brand new relationship of becoming 

parents. They are entwined together in the contract of a 

new life. The whole physical deal can take less than five 

minutes behind a closed door.  Imagine then how a five 

minute affair can make or break your entire life if it is not 

properly managed under the wisdom of God. 

 

What is adultery? Adultery is a sexual infidelity that 

defiles a marriage holy institution. The sinful act is a 

betrayal of trust. It is one of the heights of unfaithfulness 

that can wreck a marital relationship. It is a blatant 

disregard of the law of God. It would have been easy if the 

seventh commandment can simply be interpreted as, “Do 

not engage in sexual relationship with an opposite sex 
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without a righteous marriage contractual relationship.” 

There is no doubt that was the intention of the Heavenly 

Father if only mankind can strictly keep the commandment 

to the last letter. But the requirement of this commandment 

is deeper than the face value at which the entire world 

disdainfully perceives it.   

 

Do not lust after her beauty in your heart, nor let her 
allure you with her eyelids. For by means of a harlot 
a man is reduced to a crust of bread; and an 
adulteress will prey upon his precious life. Can a 
man take fire to his bosom, and his clothes not be 
burned? Can one walk on hot coals, and his feet not 
be seared? So is he who goes in to his neighbor's 
wife, whoever touches her shall not be innocent. 
(Proverbs 6:25-29) 
 
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If 
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world--the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not 
of the Father but is of the world. (I John 2:15-16) 

 

When one talks on the subject of adultery, a serious 

consideration must be given to the reasons behind this 

sin. Contrary to popular belief, there is no physical 

driving force behind the sin of adultery. The only thing 

that is obvious about adultery is the misuse of grace.  We 

all know that in every successful marital relationship, 

there must be one important ingredient—excitement. The 

Creator created excitement in sexual relationship between 

husband and wife in order to constantly renew their 

relationship in love and affection for each other. The 

excitement is reflected in the bliss or pleasure the 

husband and wife (man and woman) experience when 
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they engage in sexual relationship. The excitement 

creates desire between them.  Imagine the ordeal and 

inconveniences that surround pregnancy as well as the 

pain and pangs that women experience during child birth. 

If there is no excitement and passionate mutual desire 

between husband and wife in sexual relationship I do not 

think woman will think of having sex after her previous 

painful experiences relating to child bearing.  Today, 

instead of seeking the whole sanctity of sexual 

intercourse within the marriage setting, the world is only 

craving for the excitement and pleasure of sexual 

relationship outside marital relationship. Humanity is 

constantly abusing the grace of this excitement and the 

entire world is living in a lust-driven life. They are daily 

doing everything in their appearance and perhaps in their 

conduct to promote the inordinate craving for sexual 

gratification. 

 

Any acceptable fashion in vogue for the worldly must be 

sexy. The appearance of man and woman is expected to 

be ‘sexy.’ Sexy has now become a component of beauty.  

Men and women are hitting the gym today for all kinds of 

bodily exercises. In some cases the motivation behind this 

is not necessarily for physical fitness only because many 

participate in it mainly to develop “sexy” figures. If a 

man or woman is not sexy according to the standard of 

the worldly, they will be considered as out of fashion. 

Moderation has lost its place in today’s lustful fashion. 

Woman is expected to wear apparel that is transparent or 

revealing in order to be in vogue. In the same manner, 
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some men dress lustfully today to the fulfillment of the 

lustful world. 

  

If you have ever been to the beach in summer time you 

will understand the obscenity of the fashion of the 

worldly. One would think that the high temperature 

should be what drives people to the beach in summer 

time. Brethren think again! These are the people that have 

been waiting for an opportunity to display and expose 

their naked bodies. The beach in the summer is an 

exhibition ground for the lustful world. Adulterous men 

and women have turned various parts of their body into 

wares and display them in a shameful show. The evil 

force of lustfulness lures their hearts and the lustful 

bidders make their lustful move, beginning with eye 

contact and seductive smile. This is where it begins: the 

sinful thought gathers momentum until its final execution 

in the sin of adultery.     

 

Offering one’s body, in any form, in exchange for money 

is not a righteous career goal. This form of adultery is not 

new today. It is one of the aged long evil practices that 

were dated back to the time of Judah one of the twelve 

tribes of Israel.  “When Judah saw her, he thought her to 

be an harlot; because she had covered her face. And he 

turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, 

let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not that she was 

his daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou give 

me, that thou mayest come in unto me? And he said, I will 

send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt thou 

give me a pledge, till thou send it? And he said, What 

pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy 
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bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave 

it her, and came in unto her, and she conceived by him.” 

(Genesis 38:15-18) It is common practice today for 

gigolos and harlots to capitalize on the weakness of the 

lustful world to engage in a brisk but a deadly business. 

They reduce themselves to used items, and equate 

themselves to a ‘crust of bread’. Other forms of these 

inglorious careers are the people dancing nakedly in the 

nightclubs and all forms of exhibition of their bodies in 

video clips on the internet and in the pornography 

magazines. In any way one may look at this evil act, it 

clearly puts an earthly value on one’s body and thereby 

degrades what God made invaluable. It is spiritually 

sinful because it amounted to despising the law of God. 

  

Marriage is a holy institution ordained by thoughtfulness 

of God at the beginning of creation. “And the LORD God 

said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 

make him an help meet for him.  And the LORD God 

caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and 

he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead 

thereof; And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from 

man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 

And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of 

my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was 

taken out of Man.” (Genesis 2:18, 21-23)  Marriage is 

strictly a relationship between a man and a woman (male 

and female) that receive the express consent of the parents 

of both parties. The marriage institution must not be 
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defiled with the sin of adultery and any kind of alternative 

lifestyle.  

 

The union between man and man and between woman and 

woman, under the popular alternative lifestyles that has 

been legalized and embraced in some states in United 

States and other nations in the world is not an acceptable 

marriage institution according to the commandment of 

God.  “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It 

is an abomination. Nor shall you mate with any animal, to 

defile yourself with it. Nor shall any woman stand before 

an animal to mate with it. It is perversion. 'Do not defile 

yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the 

nations are defiled, which I am casting out before you.” 

(Leviticus 18:22-24) ”For this cause God gave them up 

unto vile affections: for even their women did change the 

natural use into that which is against nature: And likewise 

also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, 

burned in their lust one toward another; men with men 

working that which is unseemly, and receiving in 

themselves that recompence of their error which was 

meet.” (Romans 1:26-27) The word of God was strongly 

against this type of unholy relationship. A new enacted 

law or a new legal definition of marriage to include civil 

union between man and man, and between woman and 

woman is a direct violation of the law of God. Therefore 

any one that engaged in what God condemned in His word 

is engaging in a perversion and in an unholy relationship.  

 

“Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but 

whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.” (Hebrew 
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13:4) There is no remarkable difference between adultery 

and fornication. The sin is being perpetrated in the same 

way, only the personal status of the parties and the 

unrighteousness involved differentiates the two evil 

identities. Adultery is an unrighteous sexual intercourse 

between a married man or woman and an opposite sex 

partner who is not the legal spouse.  On the other hand 

fornication is also an unrighteous sexual intercourse 

between two individuals of the opposite sex, where one is 

or both are unmarried. Adultery has attained new 

definition in the New Testament age. Jesus Christ said, 

“You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall 

not commit adultery.' But I say to you that whoever looks 

at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery 

with her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:27-28) Our Lord 

declared that adultery is not only limited to a sinful act of 

sexual relationship, any one that looks at a woman or a 

man lustfully has committed adultery already.  Every form 

of sexual immorality and infidelity is generally termed as 

adultery. True to the statement of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

many men and women undress their counterpart of the 

opposite sex with lustful gaze and seductive thoughts in 

their minds.  

 

We understand among the criminal code law existing in 

our nation today that rape or statutory rape—a consensual 

sexual intercourse involve an under-aged minor—is not 

only sinful but it is also a crime punishable by 

imprisonment in the penal code of secular law. In addition 

to this, every form of consensual sexual relationship 

outside the matrimonial relationship is sinful according to 
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the word of God. Today, people try to use various 

protective means to prevent the consequences, burdens and 

responsibilities associated with sexual relationship in order 

to side track and cover up the sin of adultery. This has 

come to include various forms of contraception including 

IUDs insertion, body implant and assorted condoms. The 

legal definition of sexual intercourse includes—

penetration of the male genitalia into the female genitalia. 

Usage of condom or other protective means or 

contraception that money can procure does not absolve 

any of the adulterous partners from the sin of adultery.      

 

Consequences 

Adultery has ruined and completely broken down many 

families today. There are many people living in sorrow 

today because of the evil effect of adultery. The agony of 

divorce as a result of the sin of adultery spills from the 

sinful parents to their innocent children. Families had 

broken up because of incestuous sexual relationship within 

a family setting. Adultery has been a devastating weapon 

of derailment in the hand of Satan against humanity as a 

whole. The agents of Satan have employed this weapon 

through temptation to rope in and stir up a great scandal 

against powerful leaders in our societies. Great Christian 

ministries had been brought to the state disrepute and 

shame thereby dragging the name of Almighty God to the 

mud through the reproachful adulterous behavior of some 

leaders. Many people have departed from faith because of 

the disappointing lives of the culprit leaders.  

 

Then there are the children that are born out of wedlock.  

For various reasons, many women could not identify the 
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men that impregnated them. Many children could not be 

identified with their fathers because ironically, they never 

had one. Even the ones that were able to locate their 

fathers were still considered outsiders because they were 

born out of wedlock. The foundation of these innocent 

children had developed a crooked-leg before they were 

born. We all know that it takes two good parents to raise a 

very good child. The mothers of these types of children 

live perpetually in the sorrow of their past wayward life as 

adulterers. As time passes, the pain may fade away but the 

feeling of having been discarded will always remain. 

 

The consequences of the adulterous lives includes the 

untold permanent sorrow in the hearts of families that lost 

the lives of their loved ones in the process of aborting 

pregnancy  in order to conceal the sin that emanated from 

adultery. 

 
“If you are past the first trimester the cost will 
increase as you will have to pay for the physician’s 
time in addition to the medications, office visit and 
other factors. The total cost is similar to a hospital 
visit for minor surgery. The cost can be close to $500 
for an abortion at this stage. If you are having a late 
term abortion then the cost will be much higher. 
These are the monetary costs for an abortion but 
there are other costs you may want to be aware of 
and these include: emotional, physical, and spiritual 
costs that are much, much heavier than anything 
financial.”4 

 
4  http://www.abortion-support.com/abortion-support.com-articles/how- 

much-does-an-abortion-cost.html 
Online information was accessed November, 2009 
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The consequences also include avoidable sudden death, 

pains and medical complications associated with abortion 

as well as untold economic hardship that the accompanied 

its medical expenses and emotional costs of the procedure 

that some people sinfully dragged themselves into as a 

result of adultery.  

Of the 50 million abortions performed annually 
around the world, 40% are unsafe, with at least 90% 
of the medically perilous procedures occurring in 
developing countries, according to a recent book 
published by the World Health Organization. Abortion 
in the Developing World notes that some 30 million 
abortions are performed in the developing world 
annually, or roughly 60% of the global total. In 
addition, over 95% of deaths related to abortion, or 
about 70,000 annually, occur in the developing 
world.5 

 

Think about the infliction of permanent damage that the 

procurement of abortion does to the uterus of some women 

that involved in adultery.  In some cases, the entire uterus 

will be taken out as a last resort to save the life of the 

woman, thereby making her to become barren for life.  Or 

on the other hand, even if the womb of woman involved is 

not taken out, it becomes extremely difficult for the 

woman to be able to successfully bear pregnancy 

throughout the normal gestational period of human being. 

Even in the case of the so-called ‘successful abortions,’ 

the abrupt interruption of the gestation period of 

pregnancy as a result of abortion procedure messes up the 

 
5  BMJ. 1999 June 5; 318(7197): 1509. PMCID: PMC1115896 

    http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1115896/ 
     Online information was accessed April 11, 2014 
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body shape of the woman and her hormonal chemical 

composition and this may result to other unforeseeable 

medical complications in future in the life of the woman.  

 

The terrible disease that associates with the sin of adultery 

is on the increase. Up till now the cure of HIV-AIDS is yet 

to be discovered and it is spreading like a wild fire all over 

the world. Although this is not the primary reason why 

man should shun the sin of adultery but the effect of this 

terrible plague, the primary cause and mode of propagation 

cannot be ignored in the society.  

 

The consequence of an adulterous life is not a respecter of 

persons.  Great leaders in the country today had lost their 

powerful and lofty offices because of adultery. Adultery 

shook the kingdom of King David. It was the mercy of the 

Lord that sustained him. Adultery was the bane that 

destroyed the kingdom of Solomon. Sexual immorality 

made the wisest man on earth foolish. Even a foolish man 

will not marry seven hundred wives and own three 

hundred concubines, but the acclaimed wisest man on 

earth, King Solomon, descended so low as to drag his 

majestic kingdom to the mud through the foolishness of 

adultery. Therefore, wisdom cannot manage adultery. 

Above all, the axe of judgment of God is dangling on the 

neck of the adulterers. “Whoever commits adultery with a 

woman lacks understanding; He who does so destroys his 

own soul.” (Proverbs 6:32) “Now the works of the flesh 

are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, … of which I 

tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, 

that those who practice such things will not inherit the 
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kingdom of God.” (Galatians 5:19-21) The Heavenly God 

knew the magnitude of the spiritual problems and untold 

hardship that this sin can bring upon humanity. He had 

seen what would befall our sinful world before He gave 

the seventh commandment. The violation of this 

commandment continues to speak a prohibition 

undiminished in power even to present day generations. 

God is still speaking to you today. Sexual relationship 

between husband and wife is sacred and honorable. Enjoy 

the holy relationship righteously but be bold to reject a 

sinful five minutes affair with another man or woman that 

can redefine and reshape your life into everlasting sorrow.  

The Lord God needs your cooperation to raise a righteous 

generation through you. Do not cast your pearl before 

swine. "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of 

the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and 

ye are not your own?" (1 Corinthians 6:19) Your body is 

the sanctuary of God; do not defile it with adulterous 

living. Be bold to say no to an adulterous life. 
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8 
 

“You shall not steal.” 
 

Thou shalt not steal. (Exodus 20:15) 

 

Stealing is an immoral violation of other people’s rights 

and possessions. A thief deliberately and secretly 

dispossesses others, in a sinful, cruel and selfish manner, 

of their properties, right, joy, peace and leaves them with 

mental torture and inordinate trauma. Stealing comprises 

of three-way attacks: a thief steals from his victim with the 

possibility of killing him or destroying him. 

 

Most of the thieves tend to justify themselves by saying 

poverty led them to the evil deed. Poverty is not a guide to 

sinful life. Unfortunately the thieves are unwittingly 

making themselves agents of Satan because they are doing 

the wicked biddings of Satan.  Satan operates in the three 

way attack. “The thief does not come except to steal, and 

to kill, and to destroy.” (John 10:10) Jesus Christ 

figuratively described Satan as a thief. Satan is a thief 

because he deceived man in the Garden of Eden in order to 

steal his anointing and take over the dominion authority 

that God committed unto man’s hand at creation.  Satan 

made his entrance into the Garden of Eden with a 

definitive evil agenda to dispossess man of his rightful 

ownership of the earth and mess up the sweet relationship 
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that man had with his Creator. The joy of man since the 

advent of Satan in the Garden of Eden has been 

permanently marred. Adam and Eve were kicked out of 

the beautiful Garden of God where all that man would 

need for his comfort had been made available. Instead we 

now till and toil in an uncultivated wilderness of the world. 

Man has no other choice but to cultivate a cursed land.  

Satan deprived man of his rightful position with God. 

Hope of a sweet relationship with the Heavenly Father—

the fellowship of Adam and Eve with the Creator at the 

cool of the day was lost. As at that time, Adam and Eve 

had not been opened to the understanding of approaching 

the Heavenly God in repentance since repentance is a holy 

thought and only Holy God can teach it.   

 

Methods of a Thief 

One of the characteristics of a thief is that he attacks his 

victim strategically. He does not only steal, he designs and 

perfects the act of stealing with tricks and perfectly devises 

an alluring bait for his victims before he strikes. He does 

the act of stealing secretly. If Eve knew that Satan was 

about to steal from them, she would not even have 

attempted to dialogue with the wicked intruder in the 

Garden. Till today, a thief still operates secretly when the 

owner is not around or not aware of his evil operation. 

 

A thief carries out his evil plans when there is little or no 

security in the vicinity. Even where there is tight security, 

a thief can get past it by causing one distraction or the 

other in order to defocus the security men. Perhaps that 
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was why Satan did not visit Eden when Adam, the 

husband of Eve was around. He waited patiently till the 

brand new woman, the youngest and most naïve member 

of the family of Mr. Adam was left alone. Satan came into 

the Garden of Eden when the security in the garden was 

less tight. He stealthy approached Eve to bamboozle her 

with deceit and thereby ruined their entire lives.   

 

As much as possible the thief always covers his track so 

that no one will be able to trace the activity to him. When 

Satan visited the Garden of Eden he put on a mask. He 

came in the form of a serpent so that no one will ever think 

that it was Lucifer that did the evil deed. When Lucifer 

was talking with the woman in the garden, the poor Eve 

only saw serpent, because Lucifer enrobed himself with a 

serpent’s mask. Who could ever imagine that Lucifer can 

turn into a snake in order to infiltrate the Garden of Eden? 

That is why till today, the bank robbers in the sophisticated 

western world cover their faces with masks so that no one 

will be able to identify them as thieves during and after the 

operation. That is why the armed robber kills his victims 

and all the eye-witnesses to their crime in order to conceal 

and cover their tracks.  

 

What Can be Stolen? 

In general there are only two things that can be stolen and 

human beings have found multiple ways to perpetrate the 

evil. The first thing that can be stolen is a possession 

belonging to someone else.  This is the classic and 

immediate thing that comes to mind when we think of 

stealing.  A possession classically can be a thing, some 
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money, a territory or a position.  Many examples will be 

presented below.  The second type of theft is a special case 

of the first type.  This is what is commonly known as 

identity theft and as we will discuss it is actually the first 

kind of theft the Bible records.  Identity is a special kind of 

possession because it is the first thing that anyone can 

own.  Everyone has an identity.  Through it everything 

else is owned and without it is impossible for a man or 

woman to take possession of or have dominion over any 

other thing. 

 

Thefts of Possessions 

The sin of stealing had been rebranded, remodeled and re-

packaged in various forms and put into operation in a 

sophisticated ways.  If one does not carefully consider the 

principles of the sophistication of stealing, one may be 

thinking that he is engaging in a legitimate business. Using 

one’s position of power to sinfully get what you do not 

deserve is stealing. “Then Jezebel his wife said to him, 

"You now exercise authority over Israel! Arise, eat food, 

and let your heart be cheerful; I will give you the vineyard 

of Naboth the Jezreelite.” (I Kings 21:7) Jezebel set up 

Naboth the Jezreelite and caused him to be killed. Ahab 

her husband then used the advantage of his position of 

power unduly in order to take over the inheritance of a 

poor Naboth. Setting up one’s business partner in order 

that he may fall into a serious trouble so that you can be in 

total control of the business is another form of stealing. In 

our day it is the common practices of some powerful 

people in our society to negatively apply the grace of 
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being privy, through their powerful influence, to the values 

of other bids on a contract before they craftily place the 

winning lowest bid. The surrogate companies of these 

powerful men suddenly become winners of a remarkable 

big-time contract at the expenses of other competitors they 

stealthy eased out of the race. Some of the so-called 

powerful leaders in fiduciary positions to protect life and 

properties of the society connived and collaborated with 

other companies to deliberately inflate the cost of national 

projects with intention to corruptly divert part of the 

money called "kick-backs" into their private accounts.  
 

Similar to the way Ahab stole from Naboth, there is a form 

business theft popularly known as industrial war.  When a 

small company refuses to be bought over at an 

unreasonable low price by a big company and at the same 

time refuses a merger with a company in the same trade, 

the big company then decides to swallow the smaller 

company up.  Many cards are at the disposal of these giant 

companies to carry out their evil operations. The most 

common maneuver begins when the giant company 

suddenly improves the size and quality of her product and 

to attract the public while at the same time drastically 

reducing the retail price. The main stream market that 

always prefers a better product at relatively low retail price 

tends to patronize the product of the big company. The 

price war exercised by the big company technically kills 

the small company when her product is no longer in 

demand by the public. The world may regard this as a 

smart way of doing business. There is nothing smart in 

being unrighteous. Unrighteous application of grace and 

power to infringe on the rights of others and frustrate the 
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efforts other people is not smart. It is wickedness. Building 

a magnificent mansion upon another man’s foundation is 

stealing as well as an act of wickedness. It is sinful 

according to the eighth commandment.  

 

Causing your employer to lose income by a deliberate 

inaction or action is stealing. Inaction at work may include 

dereliction of duties that will force the employer to ask 

you to come for overtime which inappropriately increases 

your pay. Actions at work may include a deliberate 

negligence that causes the industrial machines of the 

employer to run at excess capacity that resulting in 

machine breakdown. As a result, the employer demands 

for extra manual labor that attracted extra pay in order to 

meet the target and deadline of a job order is another form 

of stealing. Cheating the employer on the time sheet is 

very common among employees. Yes it ‘cleverly’ adds to 

your monthly wages but to the detriment of the overall 

profitability of your company. Since the foundation of 

your increased wages infringes on the right of another 

party the sinful increase therefore taints your wages with 

spiritual poison. Presentation of false receipts to the 

employer in order to claim refund for purchases or services 

not rendered is stealing. 

 

The employer that deliberately delays or denies their 

employees their lawful wages is not only an act of 

wickedness; it is another form of stealing. “You shall not 

cheat your neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of him who 

is hired shall not remain with you all night until morning.” 

(Leviticus 19:13) “Now to him who works, the wages are 
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not counted as grace but as debt.” (Romans 4:4) ‘For the 

Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads 

out the grain," and, "The laborer is worthy of his wages.’” 

(I Timothy 5:18) The wage of the laborer is time sensitive. 

He labors for it and he sweats for it. It is his hope for the 

needs of his family. Many mouths in each family are open 

wide every month to receive the blessing of God through 

the wages earned by the breadwinners of the family. Delay 

or denial of workers wage may in some cases be deadly to 

their families depending upon the situation. It is another 

form of stealing on the part of the employer from the poor 

employees.     

 

Every form of extortion of others is stealing. A person that 

fell into the sin of adultery is already slated for the 

judgment of God unless he repents of the sin. But when 

capitalizing on the spiritual error of another by threatening 

exposure if “hush” money is not given is stealing. 

“Extortion turns a wise man into a fool, and a bribe 

corrupts the heart.” (Ecclesiastes 7:7) A story revealed 

that a woman had three children from three different men 

she was married at different intervals. One way or the 

other, she frustrated the three marital unions and ensure 

that all ended in divorce so that she can receive child and 

spousal support from the three different men. It may sound 

nifty and the strength of the law may be on your side to 

receive the ill-gotten sinful wages, but the awesome 

strength of the God’s law is totally against you for the evil 

of extortion you committed. Other forms of extortion 

manifest in the activities of mob organizations when the 

felonious representative of the organization threatens 



The Commandments 

- 160 - 

 

damage to the shop of an innocent man and also violence 

to its owner if the owner doesn’t pay up an illegal security 

levy. “But your eyes and your heart are set only on 

dishonest gain, on shedding innocent blood and on 

oppression and extortion.” (Jeremiah 22:17)  

 

Christian’s failure to honor and praise God with our tithe 

and offering is stealing. “Will a man rob God? Yet you 

have robbed Me! But you say, 'In what way have we 

robbed You?' In tithes and offerings.” (Malachi 3:8) The 

Merciful God gave man the grace in terms of strength, 

provision and blessing to be able to make wealth. Man 

may say to himself, “My power and the strength of my 

hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember 

the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to 

produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he 

swore to your forefathers, as it is today.” (Deuteronomy 

8:17-18) The same Heavenly Father commanded that, 

“…No man should appear before the Lord empty-handed. 

Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the 

Lord your God has blessed you. (Deuteronomy 17:16-17) 

 

The scripture described pilfering as a sin of stealing and 

not a disease called kleptomania. Although some acts of 

shoplifting may not be deliberate and can occur as a result 

of absent-mindedness of someone that is mentally 

disturbed. But going by the statistics of the National 

Association of Shoplifting Prevention (NASP) which 

stated that,  
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“More than $13 billion worth of goods are stolen from 
retailers each year. That's more than $35 million per 
day.” “There are approximately 27 million shoplifters 
(or 1 in 11 people) in our nation today. More than 10 
million people have been caught shoplifting in the last 
five years.” “The excitement generated from "getting 
away with it" produces a chemical reaction resulting 
in what shoplifters describe as an incredible "rush" or 
"high" feeling. Many shoplifters will tell you that this 
high is their "true reward," rather than the 
merchandise itself .” “57 percent of adults and 33 
percent of juveniles say it is hard for them to stop 
shoplifting even after getting caught.”6 

 

It is obvious that shoplifting is a professional job for these 

unscrupulous people. The consequence of their 

insensitivity is that, the departmental stores cannot be at a 

lost. These companies built in $13 billion incidental cost 

of shoplifting and spread it across their already expensive 

wares throughout United States. Invariably, the cost of 

shoplifting is passed to the innocent consumers. The 

shoplifters are therefore not stealing from the stores only, 

they are indirectly stealing from both affluent rich and 

innocent poor people that will unknowingly need to pay 

extra for anything they purchase from the store to make up 

for what the shoplifter had stolen. Invariably shoplifters 

hurt families because they deprived them from paying low 

prices for the items they purchase. They have therefore 

stolen the difference between low price and adjusted 

higher price that the innocent consumers are forced to pay.  

 

 
6www.shopliftingprevention.org/WhatNASPOffers/NRC/PublicEducS

tats.htm  (Statistics and Resources)    Online information was accessed 

on April 14, 2014 
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Intellectual property theft is a highly sophisticated crime.  

In our days of the internet, hackers gain illegal access to 

the highly secured information and the intellectual 

properties of other people. The world economic strength of 

a nation can no longer be measured accurately in terms of 

monetary value. Neither can it be measured in terms of the 

percentage of imports and exports through international 

trade agreement of the nation. In the entertainment 

industry, uncountable music productions are made 

available on the internet with intention to sell them to the 

consumers electronically. The same way productions of 

movies, electronic books are made available on the 

internet for intended buyer.  But these hackers who had 

launched cyber-attack against the e-commerce companies 

breaks into the well secured property and cleverly 

downloaded these products and now make it their own 

personal property in another website they registered. 

Through piracy they now reproduce these products 

physically or in electronic form without the consent of the 

owner. They now assume the ownership illegally and sell 

these products in faraway continental countries to the 

public on the internet and in public places at ridiculous 

low prices. Unfortunately, the owners of these products 

may not even know that their intellectual properties had 

been stolen through cyber-attack.  
 

A decade ago the FBI-led Internet Crime Complaint 
Center wrapped up its first year of operation and 
recorded 49,711 complaints. ... By last year the 
number had soared to 303,809. ...  The U.S. Trade 
Representative (USTR) tabulates the cost of 
intellectual property theft at about $250 billion 
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annually to American businesses and citizens. 
(Article By Stanton Sloane, Jul 21, 2011)7 

 

It is theft when an individual or financial institution enters 

into loan agreement or other form of indebtedness with 

deliberate intention not to pay back what was borrowed. It 

is common today for some to take advantage of using 

credit cards to purchase materials and stockpile what they 

need and what they do not need when they fully know that 

they do not have money to pay back to the credit card 

companies. They always say, “If I cannot pay back, it will 

only affect their credit and in the worst scenario of their 

poor creditworthiness they will file bankruptcy.” “The 

wicked borrows and does not repay …” (Psalms 37:21) 

This form of stealing does not only affect the financial 

creditworthiness of the thieves, it will also jeopardize the 

heaven-worthiness of the perpetrator at last.  

 

Thefts of possession are not only limited to stealing earthly 

valuable properties. There are rampant crimes of 

kidnapping in our cities today. After all, what possession is 

more important, more valuable and more ubiquitous than 

human being?  For this reason, unscrupulous kidnappers 

will lay in wait for an innocent man, capture him and rush 

him to the waiting vehicle. The person will then be hidden 

in a far desolate hideout. The captors will now demand a 

large ransom from his family. These wicked people always 

think that it is a smart way of making quick money.  

 

 
7
http://washingtontechnology.com/articles/2011/07/21/stan-sloane-

cyberattacks-ip-threats.aspx  (Obtained online April 14, 2014) 
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In similar scenario, close friend lures another into a 

drinking party. The victim got drunk and his so called 

friend pretended to lead him into a vehicle as if he was 

taking him to his home. Unknowingly the victim was led 

to wicked medical professionals in a makeshift medical 

facility where he was anesthetized. In a jiffy, his kidney or 

other body part was surgically removed and transported by 

the next available plane to another country to a waiting 

merchant who sells the needed body part. The poor man 

wakes up in pain, in the bathtub filled with ice cubes.  You 

can call it the price of drunkenness, but the lesson is that if 

anyone is careless with his own body he can be stolen by 

these desperate thieves that will not stop at anything to 

make money. When a human being is stolen, more than 

the worth of any valuable property on earth is lost to the 

hand of the wicked people. Practically in a harrowing 

situation like this, the equivalent of an ‘nation’ is stolen. 

Apart from the consequence of the crime in the secular law 

setting, the word of God is so heavy against the 

perpetrators of this crime. “And he that stealeth a man, 

and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall 

surely be put to death.” (Exodus 21:16) 
 

Thefts of Identity 

Identity theft is a brazen type of stealing.  The perpetrator 

almost seems to slip into the skin of his victim through 

unauthorized access to the personal information of an 

innocent individual. Through manipulations and other 

fraudulent practices the thief then digs a large hole into the 

treasury of his unsuspecting victims.  This is what Jacob 

did to Esau.  This is very much the way the devil came to 
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rule the world.  Identity theft was the first theft recorded in 

the Bible. After luring us into sin, the devil then proceeded 

to steal our identity.  From that time, he has walked all 

over the earth in our name wreaking havoc and plundering 

the treasury that God had provided for us.  He has done 

this for so long and so often that all over the earth the 

name of man has become associated with the destruction 

of the nature and the making of devastating wars.  How are 

identity thieves both physical and spiritual able to gain so 

much power?  
 

Our name is a spiritual identity. It began from creation. 

Everything that God created has a name. God gave Adam 

his name and with his name came dominion and grace to 

name all the living beings God created. That name created 

a separate identity to the creature distinctively from other 

ones even if they look alike. God recognizes man by his 

name and we are like Him in this way. No one can proudly 

boast that he knows another person if he does not know his 

name. The government and corporations generates 

numbers to recognize persons based on their names, date 

of birth, residential addresses and other personal 

information. That is why the government issues social 

security numbers; passport numbers and incorporations 

issue account numbers for each person for the purpose of 

various transactions. Invariably, your name, your date of 

birth, your social security number, your mother’s maiden 

name, your bank or credit card account number and your 

residential address all constitute your personal identity.  

This is the identity you use to function in society.  
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When these identities fall into wrong hands, the identity 

thief fraudulently manipulates the information and 

assumes the personality of the real owner to take huge 

financial transaction that result in financial loss to the 

detriment of the owner.  He thereby damages the 

reputation that the innocent man used an entire lifetime to 

build and protect. The image of the victim becomes 

tarnished and dragged into the mud. His personal identity 

is brought to a state of disrepute. The affected person may 

need to start all over again, beginning with changing his 

name, defending himself from false accusation after false 

accusation.  Slowly and slowly he must clean off the dirt 

that smears his precious image. The identity of the thief is 

worthless in this matter. It is the innocent person who lost 

his identity and personal information to the thief that bears 

the brunt. 

 

The identity thief is a sophisticated rogue that engrafts 

himself into the identity of another to abuse preciousness 

of trust. If peradventure the nationality of the identity thief 

is known, people tend to generalize that the entire citizens 

engage in the same evil habits. The evil of a few men 

smear an entire nation. Since no one wants to deal with 

untrustworthy person, the identity thief becomes a stain to 

his own society. He does not value the honor in trust and 

thereby he is denied of the trust of others. His wickedness 

brought untold denials to the honorable people from his 

society when they should have been entrusted with the 

enviable responsibilities slated for trust-worthy people.    
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Spiritually speaking, we are all unwittingly assuming 

sinful identity of Satan. When Satan tempted and tricked 

us into committing sin, he essentially tricked us to assume 

his wicked identity.  Adam’s first sin smeared name of all 

men.  Once we took the devil’s identity, the devil took the 

identity we discarded, the one God gave to us, and used 

the dominion attached to our identity to wreak havoc and 

destruction in our lives and all over the earth.  Every time 

we commit sin, we enrobed ourselves in the garment of the 

devil’s identity.  Every lie that is spoken is spoken in the 

name of the father of lies.  Each time we assume his 

identity, we give him permission to steal our own.  One 

may think that he stole the devil’s identity to commit just a 

“little” sin but rest assured that the devil will not stop at 

just a “little” destruction when he grabs a hold of your 

name.  Satan is the thief, and he only perpetrates three evil 

deeds with his evil attributes: he steals, he kills and he 

destroys.   

 

For this reason God sent Jesus Christ, the Holy Image of 

Invisible God to break the yoke of evil identity from our 

lives. We need Him.  He says that if we give up the devil’s 

identity by believing in Him and repenting of our sins, He 

will endow us His own Holy Image and Identity.  He 

restores us unto Himself with an identity of righteousness. 

"Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be 

clean: from all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will 

I cleanse you. A new heart also will I give you, and a new 

spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony 

heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of 

flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to 
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walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and 

do them." (Ezekiel 36:25-27)  Let us then take back and 

restore our lives in the knowledge of the word of God. Let 

us discard an evil identity and cling to the righteous 

identity of Jesus Christ. 
 

Further on the commandment of God against stealing, 

making a false representation in order to gain something is 

another form of stealing. The scripture says, “'Do not use 

dishonest standards when measuring length, weight or 

quantity. Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest 

ephah and an honest hin. I am the Lord your God, who 

brought you out of Egypt.” (Leviticus 19:35-36) This type 

of stealing is very rampant among traders selling food 

stuff. It occurs when one involves in a trading transaction, 

contract or a covenant with another party. Many 

deliberately cheat faithful customers out of their livelihood 

by using below-the-standard weight instead of the standard 

weight so that they may gain more revenue. “Like a 

partridge that hatches eggs it did not lay is the man who 

gains riches by unjust means. When his life is half gone, 

they will desert him, and in the end he will prove to be a 

fool. (Jeremiah 17:11) Entering into a business contract 

with another party requires honesty and appropriate 

disclosure of the underline activities relating to the 

contract with each other. Many profitable business 

contracts have been rescinded because of the 

misrepresentation of one party privy to the contract. Many 

entered into a marriage covenant with each other with false 

representation and without disclosing the underlying truth 

with each other. Only for the faithful party to the covenant 
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to later discover that the trust between them had been 

betrayed. Many marriages have broken up when one party 

later discovered that the spouse had had a child with 

another woman or another man. 
 

Industrial espionage is another act of stealing. The so 

called industrial spy waits for a company to labor 

monetarily and expended man-power on high level 

research only for the spy to steal the blueprint of the 

research and make it available to a hostile competitor for 

ill-gotten monetary gain.  The hostile competitor company 

will now launch the new product in the market, publicly 

parading itself as the original patent rightful ownership of 

the product.  In this case, stealing had been perpetrated on 

two fronts.  The spy has stolen the blueprint of a high-level 

research while the hostile competitor have stolen the right 

and ownership of original creator. 
 

Some people may think that counterfeiting is a smart way 

of doing business.  These counterfeiting companies, may 

purchase an original designer product and tear them apart. 

Then they use poor quality materials to produce a close 

imitation version of the designer product in large 

quantities. The counterfeit products are now assembled 

and packaged with fake designer labels. The consumers 

who are obsessed with designer products are now 

confronted with relatively cheap counterfeit designer 

products and highly expensive designer products that look 

alike in all respects. Most of the consumers are cost 

conscious and usually go for the counterfeit designer 

products.  They only care about the name tag of the 

product and also able to obtain it at a very low price. The 
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counterfeit companies succeed in stealing the hearts of the 

consumer with their fake products and cheap prices. They 

also succeed in stealing the market share, the revenue and 

profit from the original designers company.  At the long 

last, when the designer products are no longer in high 

demand because of the saturation of the counterfeit 

products in the open market, the company tend to 

downsize their annual output thereby forcing the company 

to downsize her work force or closed down completely. 

Lastly the nations where they are selling their counterfeit 

products are also losing revenue in terms of billion dollars.  
 

An excerpt from an article written by International Anti-

Counterfeiting Coalition detailing the facts about 

counterfeiting will throw more light on the evil of these 

unscrupulous companies. 
 

• Counterfeiting costs U.S. businesses $200 billion to 
$250 billion annually. 

• Counterfeit merchandise is directly responsible for 
the loss of more than 750,000 American jobs. 

• Since 1982, the global trade in illegitimate goods 
has increased from $5.5 billion to approximately 
$600 billion annually. 

• Approximately 5%-7% of the world trade is in 
counterfeit goods. 

• U.S. companies suffer $9 billion in trade losses due 
to international copyright piracy. 

• Counterfeiting poses a threat to global health and 
safety8 

 

 
8 www.iacc.org/about-counterfeiting/ (Obtained online Mar 8, 2013 
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Perhaps the thieves have never considered the reasons they 

should not steal the properties of other people in 

accordance to the commandment of God. There is no other 

imposing reason greater than the commandment of God 

that man should not steal. In the infinite wisdom of 

Almighty God, He knew both the physical and spiritual 

details of the mental torture and value of the loss to the 

owner. Everything that a man possesses on earth was not 

accomplished overnight.  Therefore everything that a thief 

steals from another person is the product of an individual’s 

lifetime achievement.  

 

A lot had been brought to light under the grace of God 

concerning the eighth commandment. If peradventure you 

are involved in any form of stealing discussed under this 

commandment, or other form of stealing that was not 

mentioned in this book, you should consider the untold 

pains and pangs you are inflicting against humanity when 

you secretly, cleverly or forcibly twist the hands of 

innocent person to rob him. You should desist from the 

wicked, sinful and unpopular profession. If you would 

delay in heeding the voice of God in this commandment, 

consider the invincible axe of His judgment that inevitably 

dangles above your wicked neck. 
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9 
 

“You shall not bear 

 false witness against 

your neighbor.” 
 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 

neighbor. (Exodus 20:16) 

 

The Heavenly Father knew the reason behind the fall of 

man. He knew that deceit, which manifests in falsehood, 

was the weapon that Satan used against humanity in the 

Garden of Eden. That is why the ninth commandment is so 

important so that we will not be tempted to use the same 

deadly weapon to destroy the valuable lives He had given 

us. The sin of false witness consists of three elements or 

ingredients: someone speaking what is not true; 

deliberately doing so; and doing so with intention to 

deceive. This was the reminiscence of what Satan did to 

Eve in the Garden of Eden. Deliberately the serpent spoke 

what was not true about God to Eve with intention to 

deceive her. “Then the serpent said to the woman, "You 

will not surely die.  For God knows that in the day you eat 

of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:4-5) Satan was not 

only lying when he said that they would not die, he was 
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also slanderous against God by saying that the Creator was 

deceiving man and somehow holding him back. Eve 

received the untrue word of the serpent hook and sinker, 

because in all her life, she had been operating in the truth. 

She had never dealt with anything that was not truthful 

before. She believed the slanderous statement of Satan 

against God. And when at last, she ate the forbidden fruit; 

all the generations of mankind fell from grace to grass.  

 

All the events of life that mankind had the opportunity to 

witness are privileged information that is expected to be 

managed truthfully for the glory of God. Testimony of a 

witness can be true or false. Testimony will always remain 

powerful and dangerous no matter how we examine it.  It 

can make or break man.  It can move the mind of man to 

execute right or wrong judgment. When testimony is 

presented and applied in truth for positive purposes, it 

builds up believer’s faith in order that the power of God 

may be made manifest. It is amazing to discover that 

testimony is one of the weapons that we can apply to 

overcome the devil. "And they overcame him by the blood 

of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony ..." 

(Revelations 12:11) When testimony is presented and 

deliberately applied falsely for negative purposes, it 

dampens the spirit of believer; it misleads the saint and 

makes him lose confidence in the matter and possibly 

makes him to fall into sin. Eventually defeat and 

destruction may manifest.  

 

Do not propagate a tale or story as if you personally 

witnessed the event simply because the facts surrounding 
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the story are persuasive or enticing. An individual 

assumption about a certain matter is hypothetical. It is 

always subject to error. Therefore, assumption is not 

always equal to truth. Once you join hands to peddle the 

uninvestigated information, you set the vulnerable mind of 

man into motion to process the untrue story, repackage and 

rebrand it and ready to be delivered to another person who 

would believe the story hook and sinker. Anytime a 

believer is testifying about a situation, the person is laying 

down his personal reputation and integrity as a child of 

God on the table as a surety that the testimony is true.  In 

essence the word of your testimony is an extension of your 

very identity and personality. The two are inseparable.  

Therefore, to give false witness is to fracture and break 

one’s own integrity and identity. 

 

The law of God states that you must not bear false witness. 

This could be interpreted that you must give true testimony 

or account of what you witnessed. The question is: What 

should motivate a believer to bear witness?  There are two 

kinds of witness: unsolicited and obligatory.  Unsolicited 

witness is information that you volunteer without being 

asked.  Obligatory witness is that which is required of you 

by an authority.   

 

First of all, a believer is forbidden to bear unsolicited 

witness unless the testimony is edifying, inspiring, 

encouraging and building up others in the Lord.  Perhaps 

you wonder why? Whenever you give any kind of 

testimony, you are not only saying what you witnessed but 

also unwittingly and impliedly making statement that some 

people will process to make important decision. An 
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opinion to bear an unsolicited witness is a choice.  The 

question therefore is, whether I am choosing to speak life 

or death with my unsolicited witness. Another thing is 

whether your testimony is in agreement with God’s. When 

we bear true witness we are testifying to faith building 

events that encourage others to trust in the Lord. Even if 

you witnessed an event unfolding, the truth of your 

witness is not only dependent on what you see with 

physical eyes. It also depends on the light in which the 

event is interpreted. Not all witnessing is true because true 

witness is ultimately a matter of agreeing with the God’s 

word.  John the Baptist bore witness of Jesus Christ and 

said, “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: 

but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes 

I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy 

Ghost, and with fire.” (Matthew 3:11) His testimony 

agreed with the Father, because after Christ baptism, 

heaven opened, and a voice from heaven, saying, “This is 

my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 

3:17) 

 

Even if one witnessed an event,  that someone was caught 

in the act of adultery, you are not obligated to divulge the 

event to the person’s spouse or anyone because it will 

amount to gossip. If you offer an unsolicited testimony in 

this matter, it will do more harm than good and can 

possibly break up the already fragile family relationship. 

You can, instead of doing something that can hurt the 

family, play the role of a peace maker. You can counsel 

the party involved in love of God to desist from the sinful 

act of adultery and according to the word of God. By 
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choosing to bring peace, you are bearing a true witness in 

agreement with the Lord Jesus Christ.  For when a woman 

that was caught in the act of adultery was brought before 

Christ, He taught her and her accusers the essence of 

repentance and also offered forgiveness to the sinner.   

 

The case of obligatory witness is a different ball game.  In 

this scenario, you are required to be the eyes of another in 

order to maximize their ability to make the proper and 

righteous judgment.  The situation can arise as a result of a 

request from the elders in the church, or if you received a 

subpoena from the court of law or any authority figure. 

Under this condition, especially when you are under a 

sworn oath to tell a plain truth about the matter and your 

opinion is not required in this matter. You must tell the 

truth as you witness the event unfolding. It is a 

responsibility and expectation that you are expected 

exhibit for the glory of God. On the other hand, it is also 

possible for someone to bear false witness by testifying to 

what did not happen thereby altering the course of events 

to make it appear that something else happened. In the 

case of obligatory witness, you are required to offer 

righteous witness of the events so that the authority can 

then have opportunity to use your truthful testimony to 

establish righteous judgment.  The authority can decide the 

matter in the way they considered the facts before them 

according to the guiding principles and modality giving 

them. That is their decision and their responsibility.   

 

False witness can be a deliberate manipulation of 

information with primary intention to mislead others.  A 

small piece of information can be mismanaged or 



The Commandments 

- 178 - 

 

manipulated by addition or subtraction to render the truth 

worthless or conscript it to deceive innocent people. The 

principle of falsehood has been greatly polished and 

modified to perpetrate many evils among mankind. 

Someone may not need to come to court before falsehood 

is perpetrated. Evidence could be doctored by privileged 

people before it is tendered as an exhibit in the court to the 

detriment of the innocent victim. Professional opinions are 

well respected in the society. But some set aside the ethics 

of their prestigious profession to falsify an opinion with 

the intention of deceiving the public who takes a huge 

financial decision based on their well respected opinions. 

Among in this categories of professions are the opinions of 

qualified accountants and the medical doctors. In the case 

of professional accountants, a decision not to disclose what 

is statutorily required about the financial accounting 

position of a company is tantamount to bearing a false 

witness to the public about the financial situation of the 

company. This moral bankruptcy of the professional 

accountant that provided false professional opinion is one 

of the many reasons some financial institutions are 

financially bankrupt today. 

 

A stock market analyst is someone who scientifically 

determines the direction of the profitability of listed 

companies. Among other things, he analyzes the basic 

fundamentals, financial ratios and other current developing 

factors of the company and uses the information to project 

the economic future profitability of the company.  On the 

other hands, the stock market broker is someone who bears 

witness to the in-house brokerage findings of the stock 
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market analyst about the future direction of a targeted 

company to the innocent investors.  The investor relies on 

the brokerage in-house buzz he received from his stock 

brokers to invest with a huge sum of money.  If the 

testimony of the stock market analyst and the stock 

brokers are true, the investor will make abundant of profit.  

But if it is the other way round, the investor will suffer a 

huge financial loss. The foundation of the capital market 

stands on the two pillars: the analyst’s predictions and the 

broker’s testimony that is generally varies between true 

and false speculations. That is why the entire world 

continues to experience various fluctuations in the capital 

market. Each time the capital market experiences a bomb-

dive down-turn, the consequence always includes a huge 

financial loss, significant job losses and decline in the 

value of real estate. Overall, the individual net worth 

declines and the 401K or other retirement benefits of the 

innocent people declines drastically. 

 

In the nineties, the world experienced the financial boom 

of the dot.com (internet) industries.  The monument of the 

industry was built on the faulty foundation of false 

speculations. While a few of these companies survive 

today, most of the industry crashed before the end of the 

last millennium. In the same manner, the economic boom 

created by the housing industries suddenly jacked up the 

cost of real-estate properties among the industrialized 

nations of the world.  All of a sudden the housing market 

crashed heavily when the credit providing mortgages 

companies were cash-strapped. Stock markets all around 

the world were drastically affected.  In United States, the 

Dow Jones crashed from its lofty level of 14,100 in 
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October 2007 to a woeful 6,500 level in March 2009. This 

is interpreted in terms of loss of trillions of dollars. It was 

because the world real-estate economy that was built on 

the pillar of false provision of credit for mortgage 

activities affected all aspects of US economy. In order to 

save the economy of the nation from drifting to imminent 

recession, the government placed an urgent request for 700 

billion dollars from the tax-payers as economic bail-out 

package. As at the time of writing this book, although the 

economy had improved, the Dow has gone up again and 

had passed 16,500 mark but the nations of the world are 

still writhing in pain as the consequence of the false 

economic representations of the financial gurus.  

 

From the fall of 2008 to the spring of 2011, many people 

in United States could not pay their mortgage payments 

when due. Many innocent people lost their homes to 

foreclosures. The market value of houses declined because 

no one could afford to buy a home.  Since the worth of the 

house is now less than original cost, the owners lost both 

their homes and capital already invested for the purchase. 

When lost of job combines with loss of home, it always 

results in emotional distress or even death for some who 

could not bear the situation. Remember that the foundation 

of all these problems is the well-organized false empire 

that we built for ourselves to the detriment of the innocents 

who invested their scarce resources according to the false 

information that was made available to them.  Going by 

the sayings of elders, “The house built by saliva will be 

brought down by morning dew.”    
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There are so many ways that evil minded people can bear 

false testimony. Some twisted minded people forge the 

signature of an authorized person on a document to hurt 

the innocent person. Misrepresentation in agreement 

between two parties or in a business contract with one or 

more parties is a form of bearing false testimony to 

defraud other.  Impersonation is another form of a false 

testimony where a person deceptively presents false 

impression of himself to another person. Fraud can be 

perpetrated by the evil ingenuity of a rogue who may alter 

the figure on a legal tender document in order to deceive 

and defraud banking institutions thereby putting the names 

of the signatories on the document into disrepute. The 

advance fee fraud and other catalogues of organized 

internet-related scams deliberately designed to deceive and 

rob others of their hard-earned source of livelihood are 

variations of false testimony. The scripture is not silent 

about all these evil schemes. It says, “A truthful witness 

saves lives, but a false witness is deceitful.” (Proverbs 

14:25) “Like a club or a sword or a sharp arrow is the 

man who gives false testimony against his neighbor.” 

(Proverbs 25:18)  
 

Slandering is a false and malicious statement or report 

about someone that is injurious to the person’s reputation. 

One of the ways for making a slanderous statement about 

others is the habit of engaging oneself in discussing the 

other person’s affairs when he is not around. This kind 

slanderous statement always ends or begins with the 

slogan, “Do not say I told you,’ or ‘for your ears only.’” 

The slanderous person does not have a good intention 

towards his victim. Many lives have been destroyed as a 
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result of slander. Many homes have been wrecked by these 

evil agents. If the man’s tongue can be tamed and the little 

member bridled, we shall be able to deliver ourselves from 

the sin that proceed out of the recklessness of our tongue 

and we shall be at peace with God. “If anyone among you 

thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but 

deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.” 

(James 1:26) Distance yourselves from the company of 

talebearers and gossipers because in the way they discuss 

others maliciously with you, the same way they will 

spread slanderous conversation about you to other people. 

Always reflect much about your own spiritual weakness 

and prayerfully take your sinfulness to God for 

forgiveness. Do not offer to partake in the sin of a 

slanderer. Do not give ear to the gossip of a talebearer. 

“Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, and whoever 

spreads slander is a fool. In the multitude of words sin is 

not lacking, but he who restrains his lips is wise.” 

(Proverbs 10:18-19)  
 

At times, some of the falsehood statement may be partly 

true and partly false; this scenario neither improves upon 

the evil and detrimental effects of the false witnesses.  On 

the other hand, the core of the matter may be false, 

containing a catalogue of hidden agenda designed to 

deceive people. The general appearance of the matter may 

be as if everything is truthful.  One may have deliberately 

be misinformed by another or unwittingly set up another to 

tell a lie.  One may be set up to bear testimony of the truth 

that he was sure of, yet the core of the matter may be false.  

One may tell a truth and yet tell it in the wrong 
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circumstance or context in order to support a lie or tell a 

truth and then conclude with a lie. Remember the story of 

a man with black and red cap who appeared between two 

friends. The first friend saw a black cap on the man 

because that was the color of the cap on his side. The 

second friend saw a red cap on the man because it was the 

color of the cap he saw on his side. The first said he liked 

the black cap on the man. And the second friend cut in, 

and said, “Do you mean to say that beautiful red cap that 

the man passing by wore?” Both of the two friends were 

right. They were sure of what they saw, but at the same 

time they were sincerely wrong. The man did not wear 

separate black nor red cap. The man that wore a 

combination of black and red cap succeeded in misleading 

each of the friends to believe what is not true.  
 

When such many and myriad possibilities are considered, 

one easily becomes confused and thereby easily deceived.  

We can conclude then that bearing false witness is not a 

matter of saying a true fact or a false lie.  Bearing false 

witness is first and foremost is a matter of the intent of a 

man or woman’s heart in speaking.  Does one speak in 

order to convey truth or does one speak in order to deceive 

others out of the truth? Only after this intent is established 

can we then begin to determine whether a statement is true 

or false.  Consider the devil.  Though he is the father of 

lies, he seems at times to truthfully accuse us of our sins.  

Is the Bible wrong then in calling him a slanderer and a 

liar?  Of course the Bible is correct.  For the intent of the 

devil’s heart is to lie, deceive, steal, kill and destroy.  

Therefore, everything he says, no matter how “factual” 

ends in a lie, is preceded in a lie and is shaped in such a 
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way as to deceive.  He may perhaps begin by accusing of 

you of sin but then close by implying that Jesus does not 

love you anymore and that you will not find grace when 

you ask God for forgiveness.  Or after committing sin, he 

may try to prevent your repentance by giving you false but 

sweet sounding absolution, saying something like, “Don’t 

feel sorrow over your sins.  Don’t you know that Jesus 

loves you and he doesn’t care if you sin?”  
 

A prominent man in one of the Middle East nations was 

instrumental to the recent war at the beginning of this 

century in the region. Apart from the fundamental issues 

that were insignificant to cause war, this man provided the 

strong and persuasive reason why the super-power nation 

should engage in the battle with one of the oil-rich 

countries in the Middle East. The man sold fabricated 

WMD stories9 to media houses in the super-power nation 

as well as important organs of the her government. The 

well meaning and impeccable leaders in the organ of the 

government considered the fabricated intelligence 

information that was thought to have emanated from a 

credible source. In order to justify their responsible civic 

duties, these well meaning innocent leaders unwittingly 

voted in favor of war against the nation that was thought to 

be in possession of WMD in order prevent another history 

of disaster against humanity.  
 

 
9  http://zfacts.com/p/151.html  Online information was accessed on 

February 11, 2010 
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The war eventually began in 2001 and all the NATO allied 

nations joined against the enemy nation.  The war brought 

untold sorrow and anguish to generality of humanity all 

over the world. About 4,845 US troops perished in the 

battle and about 32,223 young service men and women in 

US were wounded10 and became disabled for life. The war 

drastically affected the global economy and the super-

power nation involved in the war is still writhing in the 

pain of economic strangulation of the war.  
 

In the court of law, in order to ascertain a true justice, 

there must be an in-depth investigation by the appointed 

judge in order to ascertain that the truth had been 

established. In a certain situation, the thought of the 

eyewitness may be manipulated and distorted by the cross-

examination of an aggressive defense lawyer in order to 

confuse the eyewitness and therefore make his testimony 

not credible enough even though the eyewitness is offering 

his witness in the true integrity of his mind. 
 

God has first warned us in His Word not to base our 

decisions on assumptions. A witness, a media outlet, a 

government and a people must not base their testimonies 

on assumptions. We must check as much as we can to 

ensure that what we are being told is true.  There is 

tendency of assumption in the testimony of some people. 

A testimony that is based on assumption may be 

misleading. That is why our Heavenly Father insisted in 

His commandment that, “One witness is not enough to 

 
10 http://www.statisticbrain.com/iraq-war-statistics/Online information 

was accessed on February 18, 2013 
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convict a man accused of any crime or offense he may 

have committed. A matter must be established by the 

testimony of two or three witnesses. If a malicious witness 

takes the stand to accuse a man of a crime, the two men 

involved in the dispute must stand in the presence of the 

Lord before the priests and the judges who are in office at 

the time. The judges must make a thorough investigation, 

and if the witness proves to be a liar, giving false 

testimony against his brother, then do to him as he 

intended to do to his brother. You must purge the evil from 

among you.” (Deuteronomy 19:15-19) 
 

At the end, “The final report on WMD … findings … 

were "dead wrong."11    But it was too late then. The war 

had taken its toll and the damages were not reversible.   

Considering this scenario in the light of the Ninth 

Commandment, it is obvious that the simple reason for this 

war was the fabricated and false stories that inadvertently 

crept into a credible intelligent network and credible media 

to deceive a credible nation. Although, it may also be 

implied that there is a certain gluttony afflicting a nation 

when its government, its media and its people eagerly 

ingest an evil report without thoroughly ensuring its 

veracity.  You will now realize that if the man who 

fabricated this information had the fear of God in his heart 

as to the extended scope and interpretation of ninth 

commandment, the horrific war and its untold anguish 

upon humanity in the 21st century should have been 

 
11 http://zfacts.com/p/99.html Online information was accessed on 

February 11, 2010 
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avoided and averted.   One does not need however, to 

foresee the full extent that one lie can have on the world.  

All that is required of us is to obey the commandment. 

 

The extended definition of ‘your neighbor’ was explained 

in the parable of Jesus Christ, “The good Samaritan.” Your 

neighbor as the ninth commandment had pointed out may 

not necessarily only be your close relative, not even be the 

person you see every day when you get out of your 

apartment or someone you share the same house with. 

Those ones are obvious because they are close to you. 

Your neighbor may be that unknown strange man, who 

does not understand your language. You came across him 

or her in the ocean of life by divine appointment and you 

are obligated under the righteous law of God to be truthful 

with him. Our relationship with the neighbors we come 

across in the journey of life are not pre-planned, it is way 

we processed the grace of God we have by being a truthful 

witness that make all people our neighbors, 
 

There are uncountable incidences of false witnesses’ 

episode purported against an innocent victim that led to the 

death of the person. One of such blatant false collaboration  

is the story of Naboth's vineyard. 

 

But seat two scoundrels opposite him and have 
them testify that he has cursed both God and the 
king. Then take him out and stone him to death." 
So the elders and nobles who lived in Naboth's city 
did as Jezebel directed in the letters she had 
written to them. They proclaimed a fast and seated 
Naboth in a prominent place among the people. 
Then two scoundrels came and sat opposite him 
and brought charges against Naboth before the 
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people, saying, "Naboth has cursed both God and 
the king." So they took him outside the city and 
stoned him to death. (I Kings 21:10-13) 

 

King Ahab was interested in the vineyard of Naboth. The 

king approached Naboth about it but Naboth would not 

accept a gentleman arrangement to relinquish his vineyard 

for a better one because he said it was his family 

inheritance. Queen Jezebel the wife of Ahab had another 

bright but evil idea to snatch the vineyard from Naboth at 

all cost. She used her power and influence as the queen to 

set Naboth up. Since the law of the land required two 

witnesses before an offender against the state can be 

killed, she persuaded two scoundrels to bring false charges 

against Naboth that he had cursed God and the king. 

Naboth was ordered to be taken to the outskirt of the city 

where he was stone to death. Queen Jezebel would not 

have been able to kill Naboth and made his vineyard 

available for her husband to possess without the two 

scoundrels, the instrument of murder that testified falsely 

against Naboth in the false accusations. “A false witness 

will not go unpunished, and he who pours out lies will not 

go free.” (Proverbs 19:5) While Jezebel was guilty of the 

sin of bearing false witness, Ahab was guilty of the sin of 

covetousness which we will discuss in the next chapter. 
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10 
 

“You shall not covet your 

neighbor’s house.” 
 

“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, 
thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor 
his ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's." 
(Exodus 20:17) 

 

Covetousness is a sin of disproportionate and sinful desire 

to possess the God given blessings, achievements, personal 

belongings and properties of others. It is also a sin of the 

heart. It manifests in envy—a strong and evil feeling of 

discontent and resentment that aroused by and in 

conjunction with desire for the possession or status of 

another person. The directive of the law of God against 

covetousness in the Tenth Commandment targets the 

earthly materials things—those items that perish with time. 

The fact that God commanded man against it is an 

indication that covetousness is an inherent characteristic of 

man. Generally man tends to covet the properties owned 

by his neighbor. The scripture tells us in Matthew 5:28 that 

an adulterous man had already concluded the act of 

adultery if the person pondered it in his heart, desired to 

take possession of another man’s wife and lie with her in 
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his heart before executing the real act. “But I say to you, 

That whoever looks on a woman to lust after her has 

committed adultery with her already in his heart.” 

Certainly it is obvious that a person that could lie with 

another man’s wife does not wish her husband anything 

good.  
 

It is interesting to know that covetousness is a form of 

idolatry because it defocuses the heart of man from the 

Living God and encourages him to look elsewhere for 

earthly possessions and inglorious “blessings.”  If the 

wealth that another man possesses is the desire of a 

covetous man, it will occupy his mind instead of God that 

is supposed to be the center focus of his heart. It is 

certainly impossible for an adulterer who preoccupies his 

mind on taking possession of another man’s wife to set his 

mind on the righteousness of God. When the heart of man 

wanders away from the presence of God to the mundane 

things that pass away with time, it means that one is 

unseating God from the glorious seat at the apex of his 

heart. We also find from the scripture that idolatry is one 

of the detestable sins that God abhors. All idolatry is an 

abomination unto God. And every abomination is laced 

with its own judgment. That is why the scripture warns us 

to flee from idolatry. Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee 

from idolatry. (1 Corinthians 10:14) The laws of God in 

the Decalogue link to each other in order to block every 

avenue of sinfulness so that obedient children of God may 

operate in righteousness. No wonder the seventh 

commandment directs that we should not commit adultery 

because the act of adultery is perfected in covetousness 
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before it manifest in real life of sin. But fornication, and 

all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named 

among you, as becometh saints; Neither filthiness, nor 

foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but 

rather giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no 

whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who 

is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of 

Christ and of God. (Ephesians 5:3-5) 
 

A covetous man is a snare to his beloved people. The sin 

of a covetous man is retributive upon the innocent close 

relatives to the perpetrator who did not know when and 

how the sin was committed. There were three stages to the 

sins of Achan. In the confession of Achan the three stages 

were analyzed. “When I saw among the spoils a beautiful 

Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a 

wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and 

took them. And there they are, hidden in the earth in the 

midst of my tent, with the silver under it.” (Joshua 7:21) 

Firstly, Achan saw, secondly he coveted and thirdly he 

stealthily stole the accursed things against the 

commandment of God. Nothing is wrong for someone to 

see something but something is absolutely wrong when 

covetousness crept into the mind of a person who tried to 

unseat God from the throne of his heart because of sinful 

desire. Perhaps Achan was thinking, “This beautiful 

Babylonian garment would fit him perfectly. And a 

handsome weight of gold and silver would place him 

among the class of the wealthy people in his community.” 

He concocted the evil in his heart and he proceeded to 

steal the accursed thing and hid it in his tent all against the 

commandment of God. He executed his wicked thought 
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but he never realized the impact, negative influence and 

consequence of his wicked in the lives of innocent people 

of God.  
 

Achan hid the accursed property in his tent in the midst of 

the tent of Israelites the people of God. When the nation 

went to war, the presence of God did not go with them 

because of the sin of Achan. The judgment of God first of 

all manifested in the defeat that the Israelites suffered in 

the hand of a small city of Ai. The defeat triggered off 

spiritual investigation of why the calamity of defeat should 

befall upon Israelites the apple of the eyes of God. In the 

face-seeking intercessory prayer of Joshua, God revealed 

that Israelites have brought an accursed thing into their 

camp. The judgment came upon Achan heavily and his 

generations were cut off in the land of the living. Every 

member of his family partook in the judgment of Achan. 

They were all stoned to death although they did not know 

anything about the covetousness of Achan.  
 

A covetous man always sees his cup half empty while he 

always sees the cup of other people over flowing. He is 

never content with the blessing that God bestowed upon 

him. Envy and hatred always reside in the subconscious 

mind of a covetous man. Deceptively he may put on a 

smiling face. He may even pretend to be rejoicing at the 

success of other but deep down in his heart is a pointed 

dagger of anger and wicked ensnaring mind. A covetous 

man is always a dangerous business partner. He is always 

a double-minded person. At the peak of a broad based 

business planning of two partners, a covetous man will 
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always equip himself with a devilish and selfish plan-B in 

his mind of how he is going to own the entire business.  In 

some cases, part of the plan-B of a covetous man may be 

to pay someone to set up his business partner and 

somehow entangles him in a certain problem so that the 

covetous man can capitalize on his partner’s predicament 

and “ease him” out of his share of the business.  When the 

spirit of Achan arises in the mind of a covetous man, if his 

partner’s existence is standing between his wicked plan-B, 

he would not feel any qualm to pay a hired assassin to 

knock off his partner so that he can be the overall 

controller of the business. On the other hand he may use 

the strength of his wealth to buy off his partner from the 

lucrative business they jointly owned. If you are dealing 

with a business partner who always behaves towards you 

as if he is your boss, and treats you as a substandard 

individual in a joint business of equal contribution of 

capital, be very careful, you may be dealing with a 

covetous person. In a nutshell, a covetous person is never a 

friend; he is an enemy in disguise. In his very heart, a 

covetous person is an enemy of unity and cordiality.    
 

Do not entrust your wife or your husband to a covetous 

person because he or she does not appreciate the value of 

integrity and does not know the honor of being in fiduciary 

position to a trusted friend. Covetous persons always claim 

that they were overtaken by circumstances in a one-night 

stand when they seductively coveted to take over the 

spouse of their close friend.  
 

In some of the various traditions around the world today, it 

is permitted in some tribes that the younger sibling of a 
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deceased person to marry the surviving spouse. This 

arrangement was introduced with a good intention that the 

surviving family of the deceased may be adequately taken 

care of. It was under this customary arrangement that Ruth 

the Moabite, the daughter-in-law of Naomi got married to 

Boaz, the kinsman of Naomi. Boaz and Ruth gave birth to 

Obed, the father of Jesse who was the father of King 

David. It is interesting to know that Jesus Christ came 

through the linage of Boaz and Ruth. Today this noble 

traditional arrangement had been abused and corrupted by 

the inordinate wicked desires of the covetous interested 

parties. Today the core reason is no longer to render a 

sacrificial help towards the surviving family of the 

deceased, rather, the desire of the covetous person is what 

he can gain from the arrangement.  The target of the 

covetous sibling had been shifted from caring for the 

surviving family of the deceased person to his estate.  

Instead of sincere mourning the death of their loved one, 

and executing plan on how his spouse and the surviving 

children will be cared for, shortly after the death of the 

brother, the covetous person always seeks to administer 

over the wealth and belongings of the deceased. The 

covetous people simply would take advantage of the 

helpless and apparently confused woman that is still heavy 

in the sorrow of her lost husband.  Appropriately lacking 

the right frame of mind and mood to fight off the activities 

of the intruders in her matrimonial home, she often yields 

to the inconvenient arrangements of the covetous people. 

The interest of the wife of the deceased in the joint 

ownership of properties with her deceased husband is not 

the concern of the covetous people. The covetous people 
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will push her interest aside in order to selfishly mismanage 

the joint estate of the deceased with his wife. This is the 

evil roles that some in-laws are playing when they were 

bereaved their beloved one. On the other hand, if the 

deceased person is poor, these wicked in-laws may not 

think it fit to offer any help to raise the children and care 

for his wife.  In most cases it always becomes the affairs of 

the poor woman alone. They abandon the woman or 

possibly persuade her to return to her father’s home so as 

to shift the burden of her care to her family. I always 

wonder whether the covetous people have the fear of God 

in their hearts. 
 

When God commanded Moses to appoint leaders in Israel 

that will assist him in judging the affairs of the people of 

God, in the list of the criteria of their qualifications was: “a 

man who hated covetousness.”  “Moreover thou shalt 

provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, 

men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over 

them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, 

rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens.” (Exodus 18:21) A 

similar criterion was stated in determining the qualification 

of an elder and a deacon in the Church of Jesus Christ: “he 

must not be covetous.”  “… not given to wine, not violent, 

not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not 

covetous” (I Timothy 3:3) The Old and New Testament 

were in agreement on this because a covetous man will 

pervert justice. A large sum of money dangled before a 

covetous man in form of a bribe will mess up his upright 

mind. He would think, “An offer of ‘cool’ thousands of 

dollars will smooth up his financial mess.” Yes the money 

is cool because they never labor for it or justifiably earn it. 
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And the free money in the brown envelope would 

therefore distort his mind to pervert justice. “You must 

never twist justice or show partiality. Never accept a 

bribe, for bribes blind the eyes of the wise and corrupt the 

decisions of the godly.” (Deuteronomy 16:19)  

 

At its root then, it is clear that a covetous person first get 

rid of his partner. That partner may be a business partner, a 

widowed wife, an innocent witness or the Lord Almighty 

Himself.  In the case of a Christian, this partner is first and 

foremost the Lord Almighty. When one becomes a 

Christian, he or she embarks on an enterprise with God 

and they together strike out into the world to accomplish 

something which we call the Christian life.  All is going 

smoothly and there is unity and harmony.  Until, as it was 

in the Garden of Eden, all of a sudden, the child of God 

sees something in the corner of his eye that he does not 

want to resist but knows that it goes against his partnership 

with God.  What does he do?  He stops reading the Bible.  

He stops praying.  He stops going to church.  Silently and 

surely he tries to kick God out of the joint enterprise of 

living a Christian life and reaches to obtain the thing 

which he covets.  How can a man think to cheat God?  Yet 

we do it all the time.  We try to cheat Him individually and 

as we will discuss, we also try to cheat Him collectively as 

the church. “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed 

me.” (Malachi 3:8) 

 

It is the belief of many today that the church has failed 

because of the various atrocities going on around in our 
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community. Some say the church should have taken the 

lead in defending the precepts of the word of God and 

stand firmly without wavering on the ground of truth and 

holiness. Unfortunately instead of a firm stance, some of 

the leaders in the church compromised their faith. And 

through inaction and catalogue of perversions, they 

allowed defilements to creep in to the affairs of the 

churches. The reason for the inactions of these leaders in 

the church and the various compromises they engaged on 

is centered on covetousness. It is the desire of these church 

leaders to command a great crowd of worshippers. To 

attain this requires a great facility that can conveniently 

accommodate the crowd. The great facility can only be 

procured through good financial standing because, after 

all, money answereth all things. Therefore, funds for 

maintaining the existing church projects and resources to 

embark on another is the general problem of Christian 

ministries in United States today. Some of the leaders in 

the Christian organizations perhaps thought that a little 

bending of the gospel and some flexibility in modus 

operandi of the church in order to allow inflow of funds to 

the organization is a smart move. In the world of flesh, that 

is a smart move, but in the spiritual it is an outright 

foolishness. "Thus saith the LORD; For three 

transgressions of Israel, and for four, I will not turn away 

the punishment thereof; because they sold the righteous 

for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes; that pant after 

the dust of the earth on the head of the poor, and turn 

aside the way of the meek: and a man and his father will 



The Commandments 

- 198 - 

 

go in unto the same maid, to profane my holy name." 

(Amos 2:6-7) 
 

Even in the secularism, the people of the world are 

insisting for separation of the church and state. If church 

finds it difficult to be a positive influence and become 

instrument of change in the community because of the 

frustration of the wicked ones in the world, why must the 

church yield her ground for worldliness to infiltrate and 

influence the operations of the church? Today, the 

ministers of God are now the megaphones of the political 

agenda of the political parties.  They are the rubberstamps 

of some of the inglorious policies of the political parties. 

They become political tools in the hands of the politicians 

to sway the minds of the members of their congregations. 

These ministers always come to the media houses to open 

their mouths too wide to pervert the gospel and thereby 

bring reproaches and dishonor to the holy name of God in 

whose name they were ordained because of covetousness. 

Yes, a little charitable donation to the welfare programs of 

the churches of these ministers through the influence of 

covetousness of the minister made the eternity of his 

congregation to be on the edge. 
 

Imagine that some servants of God do not see anything 

wrong in ordaining homosexuals as priest. Perhaps these 

special people always put fat offering in the offering box 

and as a result, they have carved a class of the so called 

‘generous’ worshipers to themselves in the church. It is 

assumed that if the minister preached the truth according 

to the righteousness and holiness of God and because of 
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the so-called generous worshipers that are allergic to the 

truth decide to leave, the church will be in a financial 

mess. These servants of God therefore threw the sound 

doctrine of God into the garbage and manipulated the truth 

of the scripture to favor various perversions of our time. 

They therefore tailor their sermon to the desired tune of 

the ‘generous worshipper.’ What an unfortunate brand of 

‘false prophets’ activities manifesting in our time! 

Whoever pays the piper dictates the tune. Who knows 

whether the covetousness was in form of a promise of a 

higher position, or other form of material remuneration 

was behind all the spiritual immoralities that caused the 

so-called men of God to mortgage their eternities and the 

eternity of the flocks under their watch. Certainly 

something must have motivated them for the perversions 

in the church. Yet, thunder did not strike at their 

perversions.  
 

It is unfortunate that in our time, the nation is being 

constantly reshaped by political interests and pressures that 

seek to redefine human rights by including human 

unrighteousness. But the Commandment of God is not 

subject to human amendments in line with the unrighteous 

and reckless demands of humanity. Ministers of God are 

ordained in the name of God to watch over the word of 

God, to be a voice of righteous instruction and blessing to 

humanity. They are to live a sanctified life above board 

and exemplary life in the community. If their doctrines and 

operations are contrary to the righteousness and holiness 

of God, they are all answerable to righteous God Almighty 

in whose name and divine authority they were originally 

ordained as ministers. "Woe to him that coveteth an evil 
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covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on high, 

that he may be delivered from the power of evil! Thou hast 

consulted shame to thy house by cutting off many people, and 

hast sinned against thy soul." (Habakkuk 2:9-10) 
 

On many occasions we have witnessed cases of perversion 

of justice. Have we wondered about the reason behind this 

ugly scenario?  The fault may not be of the presiding 

judge.  It may not also be the fault of the jurors because 

these highly responsible people decide cases according to 

the evidences before them and according to the stipulated 

rules on how these evidences should be processed in the 

court. Generally prosecution lawyers built up cases from 

the available evidence in their possession. When potential 

witnesses are intimidated and technically silenced, the 

reason behind this may be covetousness. Among other 

things it could be the negligence and lopsided way the 

investigation team obtained the evidences relating to the 

case. In some cases the evidences are concealed, 

compromised or manipulated by the investigation team as 

a result of covetousness that manifests in exchange of 

brown envelope or favor done to an interested person that 

will later translated into securing an enviable elevated 

position or lucrative contract. When justice is perverted in 

the court of law, it means justice is denied and the rule of 

law is overturned in favor of the wicked one. The guilty 

defendant will be set free and the innocent and just 

plaintiff will be denied justice therefore making him to 

suffer double losses—loss in the hand of wicked person 

from whom he is seeking redress and also in the hand of 

the state legal personnel who failed to administer righteous 
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justice. “The wicked accept bribes in secret to pervert the 

course of justice.” (Proverbs 17:23 NIV) “For the ruthless 

will vanish, and mockers will disappear, and all who have 

an eye for evil will be cut down—those who make a person 

appear to be the offender in a lawsuit, who set a trap for 

someone who is making his defense in court, and push 

aside the innocent with specious arguments.” (Isaiah 

29:20-21 ISV) 

  

The only righteous thing about covetousness is when one 

has a strong desire for spiritual gift. “But covet earnestly 

the best gifts …” (I Corinthians 12:31) Spiritual gift are 

from God who have them in abundant. These gifts cannot 

be obtained by any evil means and can only be obtained 

through drawing closer to God.  Elisha the servant of 

Elijah desired a double portion of anointing of his master, 

and he got it. “Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do 

for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha 

said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon 

me.” (II Kings 2:9) Peter abandoned the provision of 

abundant catch of fish, as well as his career as a fisherman 

to follow the Provider, Jesus Christ, and he was made the 

fisher of men. The reason why a strong desire for spiritual 

gift is permitted as righteous is that, the harvest is plenty 

but the faithful laborers are few. Because of a consistent 

righteous walk in holiness and intense responsibilities that 

the calling into the vineyard of God demands, not many 

people desire to become a minister. That is why Apostle 

Paul appealed to the believers and encourages them to 

covet earnestly the best spiritual gifts in the vine yard of 

God. 
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But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out. And having food and raiment 
let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things; 
and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, meekness. (1Timothy 6:6-11) 

 
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and 
be content with such things as ye have: for he hath 
said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 
(Hebrews 13:5) 

 

Paul was obviously against covetousness and that was why 

he spoke extensively in volume of words admonishing 

brethren to be content with whatever they had. He stated 

an important fact to remind all believers that no one 

brought anything into the world and it is certain that 

nothing will be taken away from the earth. The abundant 

provision of food and raiment from God that satisfies the 

basic needs of man is an expected yardstick to measure the 

contentment of believers. Since this is an undisputable 

fact, it useless to be covetous about material wealth that 

passes away with time. The evil of covetousness of 

material wealth that manifests in the worship of wealth and 

the inordinate desire for money is the root of all evils. 

Having known this fact, the solution is to flee from every 

form of covetousness and seek after the fruit of the spirit. 

The scripture admonishes us that the fruit of the Spirit is 
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love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23) 

 

Covetousness is in the list of the sins of flesh that must be 

pronounced dead in our lives. “Mortify therefore your 

members which are upon the earth; fornication, 

uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry.” (Colossians 3:5) 

Mortification in this passage, among other things involves 

spiritual discipline of body or the appetites for something 

by self-denial. On the other hand it also means to be 

insensitive to sin as the dead body is to pain. When one 

fully understands the meaning of the instruction in the 

passage above you will appreciate how Apostle Paul 

expected us to treat every form of sinfulness. We should 

be dead to all forms of unrighteousness. Covetous people 

are in the list of the unrighteousness people that are 

excluded from entering the kingdom of God. Do you not 

know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 

nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. (1 

Corinthians 6:9-10 NKJV)  The instructions of God 

against covetousness are very strong and the consequences 

grave. Therefore endeavor to process the wisdom of God 

in the Tenth Commandment for your spiritual benefit. 
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A New Commandment 

“Love One Another” 
 

“A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another; as I 
have loved you, that ye also love 
one another.” (John 13:34) 

 
After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to 
wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded. Then cometh he to 
Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost 
thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto 
him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt 
know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt 
never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash 
thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head. Jesus saith to him, He that is 
washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is 
clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. For he 
knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye 
are not all clean. So after he had washed their feet, 
and had taken his garments, and was set down 
again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done 
to you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; 
for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have 
washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one 
another's feet. For I have given you an example, that 
ye should do as I have done to you. John 13:5-17 

 

A great event took place during the last Passover meal that 

our Lord Jesus Christ had with the disciples. The timing 

and occasion of this event was unique. The atmosphere of 

the occasion was in a relax mood of celebration for the 

disciples. On this occasion, some of the disciples were still 
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eating and munching food in their mouths. Perhaps some 

were still licking their fingers. Jesus Christ got up from the 

Passover meal, fetched a basin with water, girded himself 

with a towel, stooped down and began to wash the feet of 

the disciples.  

 

It was one of the traditions of the Jews to wash the feet of 

their visitors at the point of entering their homes as a 

symbolism that the visitor is welcome. It was principle 

behind the persuasive pleading of Abraham asking the 

three heavenly visitors to rest under Mamre tree. “Let a 

little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and 

rest yourselves under the tree.” (Genesis 18:4) It was the 

same reason why Jesus Christ, challenged Simon, his host 

of not welcoming according to the expected Jewish 

tradition. “And he turned to the woman, and said unto 

Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine house, 

thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed 

my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her 

head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the 

time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head 

with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath 

anointed my feet with ointment.” (Luke7:44-46)  

 

The feet are in the list of the hardest working part of 

human body because they bear the whole weight of the 

body. They are always in contact with the dirty things on 

the ground anytime we are walking. But the hands of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Master Builder, and 

the Creator of the whole universe were subjected in 

humility to wash the dusty feet of the disciples. Remember 
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that these hands shaped the sun, moon and all the stars and 

adorned them with beauty of brightness and sojourned 

them in their galaxies the same hands, in the awesome 

humility of Heavenly Father were washing the dirty dust 

off the feet of the disciples. “In the beginning you laid the 

foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of 

your hands.” (Psalms 102:25)  

 

We are acquainted with the peaceful teachings of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the Bible.  We have read many stories of 

His kind deeds and miraculous works in the scripture. We 

read about the way He structured His speech peacefully to 

approach His persecutors. Although we did not physically 

witness his humble approach to issues of life, but this 

singular humble deed of washing feet spoke volumes to 

understanding hearts. If you had experienced what it was 

to have another person wash your feet, you will appreciate 

how soothing it was when the Creator of the whole 

universe was doing the washing.  

 

The leaders of this world sit and design their leadership to 

make others below them to serve them. Contrary to this, 

spiritual leadership in the household of faith is designed to 

make the leaders serve the flocks of the Lord. In the 

worldly perspective of Peter, he thought that it was 

improper for our Lord Jesus Christ to wash the feet of the 

disciples. He thought the disciples were to wash the feet of 

their Master. That was why he said to Jesus Christ, “You 

shall never wash my feet.” But the perspective of 

leadership by example of Jesus Christ was different. He 

bluntly told Peter, “Unless I wash you, you have no part 

with me.” Peter realized the gravity of His statement; at 
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the same time, he sensed that there was always an 

important purpose for everything that Jesus Christ did, he 

quickly yielded his feet for the Master’s washing. 

 

Diligently, the Master ministered to the disciples one-by-

one and toweled their feet with the towel He girded round 

His waist. Jesus Christ asked the disciples, “Do you know 

what I have done to you? You called me ‘Teacher’ and 

‘Lord.’ Now that I, your Lord and Teacher have washed 

your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.” 

Although this was an in-house instruction from the Master 

to the disciples, but it is equally a general instruction to all 

believers. Spiritual leaders should not only care for the 

spiritual needs of their subjects but must also go extra 

mile, stoop down low in humility and in righteousness to 

minister comfort, love and care to the physical needs of 

those under them.  
 

It seems obvious now to ask, “Why did Jesus Christ wash 

the feet of the disciples at the Passover meal time and by 

the dining table and not at the point of entering homes 

according to the tradition of the Jews?” All these preamble 

of humility in service was specifically geared towards an 

important purpose. The ultimate reason was to lay the 

foundation of the new commandment. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ did not only teach the precepts of love with the 

word of the mouth, He also demonstrated humility 

principle of love by the His actions. 

 

The blending Old with the New 
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Let's take a quick look at the Old Testament again. 

Remember that on Mount Sinai, amidst sound of thunder 

and pillar of cloud, the glory of God came down. This 

glorious scenario was strange to the Israelites, and as a 

result they trembled with fear. And all the people saw the 

thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the 

trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people 

saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. And they said 

unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let 

not God speak with us, lest we die. (Exodus 20: 18-19) 

They all moved away from the foot of the Mount Sinai 

because of the fearsome scenario. The Almighty God 

spoke to His people and His finger carved out the Ten 

Commandments on a stone for Moses their ordained 

leader. 
 

Although the event of humble service that took place 

during the last Passover Feast that our Lord Jesus Christ 

celebrated with the disciples was equally symbolic, it took 

place in a relaxed atmosphere of celebration and not in the 

mood of terrifying fear. Our Lord Jesus Christ enrobed 

Himself with garment of humility to establish a new 

commandment. He celebrated this feast with the disciples 

that were much closed to His heart. Even if one forgets the 

details of the commandment, one cannot easily forget the 

awesome loving events that ushered it in. The new 

commandment was laid on the foundation of love with 

humility as its spiritual corner stone. You see that the two 

are inseparable.  It is only in the spirit of humility that love 

can be sincerely extended towards others.  With humility 

blended with love, our Jesus Christ, the author of love, left 

his awesome glory in Heaven to dwell among sinful 
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humanity. His compassionate heart that mingled with love 

made him to reach out to the crooked and wicked people 

of His generation. He reached out towards them offering 

the love of God. He was going about doing good, healing 

their sickness and teaching them the ways of Heaven. 

These sinful people called Him all the horrible names in 

their wicked vocabulary. The scripture says that love is not 

easily provoked and does not think evil. As a result of 

Christ’s love for humanity, He was not perturbed by the 

persecutions of the wicked.  With humility and love He 

sealed the deal of our salvation with His blood on the 

Cross where he was crucified for the redemption of our 

sins. 
 

There are Ten Commandments in the Old Testament but 

there is only one new commandment in the New 

Testament. Jesus Christ remarked about these Old 

Testament Commandments by saying, “Think not that I 

am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not 

come to destroy, but to fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17) True to His 

words, in His Sermon on the mount, the Beatitudes that 

spanned from Chapters 5-7 of the book of Matthew, He 

extensively elaborated on the Ten Commandment. By His 

divine authority and unparalleled wisdom He introduced 

stringent measures to strengthen the precepts of the 

commandments.  At the same time He taught people to be 

more careful and diligent in observing those laws that had 

been handed down to them through the patriarch fathers. 

  

The only new commandment in the New Testament is, 

“Love one another.” A new commandment I give unto 
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you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye 

also love one another.” (John 13:34) Perhaps we are 

wondering why this new commandment is necessary here. 

As the Creator who possesses authority over all He had 

created, He knew the shortcomings of mankind. He knew 

the reason why it was difficult for man to obey the Ten 

Commandments. The obvious missing link was that it was 

not categorically stated in the Decalogue that we must love 

one another. In our Lords Sermon on the Mount, He said, 

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 

neighbour, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love 

your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 

that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use 

you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of 

your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to 

rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the 

just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, 

what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 

And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than 

others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore 

perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 

perfect.” (Matthew 5:43-48) Living in love with others is 

the true mark of Christ in the lives of true believers. Love 

is the glaring evidence that differentiates true believers 

from general religious people.  
 

Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ picked up this new 

commandment and elaborated on it to the Romans 

brethren as the only and acceptable debt that Christian 

should owe. He also indicated that love was the 

summation of the Old Testament Ten Commandment in 

the book of Romans 13:8-10. “Owe no man anything, but 
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to love one another: for he that loveth another hath 

fulfilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, 

Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not 

bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be 

any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this 

saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 

Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law.”   
 

As if this was not enough, Paul emphasized the same 

precept of love in a poetic language to the Corinthians 

brethren in I Corinthian 13: 
 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not charity, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I 
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not 
charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 
be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me 
nothing.  Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her 
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 
Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things.  Charity never faileth: but 
whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away. … And now abideth 
faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of 
these is charity.  (1 Corinthians 13:1-8, 13) 

  

The general undertone of the Ten Commandment was the 
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expression of love towards God our Creator and towards 

humanity. God was, in order words, commanding the 

Israelites to relate with everyone they interacted with in 

love by bearing in mind His commandment. By keeping 

the Lord’s commandment, they will be able to love the 

unseen God. The Israelites of old could not behold love 

through the Ten Commandments. They could not perceive 

the loving desires of God relating to the commandments. 

They only saw the letters of the law, its strict legality and 

its associated punitive measures. They beheld 

impossibility of obeying the law of God. That was why, in 

most cases, they interpreted the commandment of God to 

suit their wicked and selfish desires. The new 

commandment that says “Love one another,” is not only a 

summary of the Ten Commandments; love is the 

empowering effect in the wheel of the characters of men 

that enhances and encourages yieldedness to the 

commandments of God. The spirit of love in man makes it 

possible to obey the commandments of God in every facet 

of human life. Love encompasses all ramifications of life. 

Love is the bond of perfection. “And above all these things 

put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.” 

(Colossians 3:14) Living in love is the only way man can 

live righteously. It is the only perfect way a man will not 

break any of the Ten Commandments.  

 

The obvious difference between love and lust is that love 

sincerely and humbly gives without strings attached. Love 

gave the breath of life to mankind and made forgiveness 

available to us so that we can reconciled with our Creator. 

Love is life giving and gives sacrificially. The scripture 

tells us that: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
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only begotten Son …” (John 3:16) “He that spared not his 

own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 

with him also freely give us all things?” (Romans 8:32) 

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid 

down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for 

the brethren.” (1 John 3:16)  
 

On the other hand, lust is covetousness. Lust is 

manipulating the truth in order to deceive.  Lust takes from 

its victims out of insincerity leaving the trail of sinfulness 

behind. Satan so lusted after the world that he took 

dominion mandate from mankind through deception in the 

Garden of Eden. That was why the lustful thief came to 

steal, and to kill, and to destroy among humanity: but our 

loving Jesus Christ came that we might have life, and have 

it more abundantly. “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 

and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have 

life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”(John 

10:10)  
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ knew that Judas Iscariot will betray 

Him. He still ate with him at the last Passover Meal.  He also 

washed his feet.  The Son of God knew that Peter will deny 

Him three times before the cock crowed.  He knew that Peter 

will abandon the ministry of fishers of men in order to 

embark on fishing expedition with other disciples. He knew 

that Thomas the Didymus will doubt His resurrection, still he 

demonstrated love towards them. “But Thomas, one of the 

twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus 

came. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We 

have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall 

see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
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into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, 

I will not believe.” (John 20:24-25) Remember Peter, Judas 

Iscariot and Thomas were some of the apostles whose feet 

were washed by Jesus at the Passover Feast.  In effect Jesus 

Christ had made provision of love for the betrayer, the denier 

and the doubter before they committed the sins. This 

principle is simply revealing to us that His love has already 

covered the multitude of our various sins. A portion of His 

love is always available and reserved in His heart for all 

sinners that come to repentance. In the same way we should 

always have provision for the likely shortcomings of our 

brethren and our neighbors. 

 

Apostle Paul described the giving characteristics of love as 

charity in the book of 1st Corinthians chapter 13. But 

beyond this giving characteristic of love is its true 

definition. “Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous 

or boastful or proud or rude. It does not demand its own 

way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being 

wronged. It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices 

whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, never 

loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every 

circumstance. (I Corinthians 13:4-7 NLT) Men always 

find it very difficult to love another because of the issue of 

offense towards each other. Because of the nature of flesh 

that is constantly warring against the spirit, we find 

ourselves falling short at times when we yield to 

temptations. In the process, we may step upon the toes of 

the loved ones. They feel disappointed and become 

offended with our unbecoming behaviors and attitudes. 

Conflict ensues and the unforgiving thought sets in. But 

the admonition of Paul to the brethren in Ephesus and us 

also is, “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down 
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upon your wrath: neither give place to the devil.” 

(Ephesians 4:26-27) When unforgiveness is not truncated 

at appropriate time, it leads to grudges and these fester into 

bitterness. Any form of unforgiveness puts the soul of an 

aggrieved person under self-imprisonment. It also 

constituted a stumbling block against the prayers of the 

believers. If you are keeping records of wrong doing 

against your spouse please think twice. If you are 

embittered with loved ones because of their attitudes, you 

are denying yourself the abundance blessing of God.  
 

Without humility to pursue peace and engage in 

reconciliatory overture, there will be no humility to 

demonstrate the love of God to the individual you are in 

conflict with. It is absolutely wrong to assume that peace 

initiatives and gestures towards reconciliation should 

always begin with the offender. Both the offender and the 

aggrieved party have responsibility before God to dwell in 

peace with each other. “If it be possible, as much as lieth 

in you, live peaceably with all men.” (Romans. 12:18) 

Abraham the father of faith humbled himself before God, 

he made peace with Lot. “And Abram said unto Lot, Let 

there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and 

between my herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be 

brethren.” (Genesis 13:8) Our Lord Jesus Christ prayed 

for those who crucified Him. “Then said Jesus, Father, 

forgive them; for they know not what they do.” (Luke 

23:34)  Stephen earnestly prayed for those who were 

throwing stones upon him. “And he kneeled down, and 

cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their 

charge.” (Acts 7:60) Paul said also in I Corinthian 13:8 

that charity never fails. Love never fails because it 
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manifests in the platform of grace. Salvation was presented 

to mankind by grace through faith.  “For by grace are ye 

saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the 

gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

(Ephesians 2:8-9) That is why the scripture declared that 

the mercy of God endures forever. (Psalm 136) Among the 

three fundamental of Christian principles belief, which are: 

faith, hope and charity; the greatest among the three is 

charity, which is love. 
 

There is no mistake in the work of the Lord. If we take 

into consideration the population of the inhabitant of 

human beings on earth which is about 7 billion, you know 

that it is impossible for everyman on earth to interact with 

each other. But by divine appointment, people find 

themselves close knitted and connected on earth. They 

have interaction or close relationship with at least one 

person. That one person, friends or catalogues of beautiful 

neighbors that God had given you the grace to know and 

interact with are the ministry of love He has committed 

into your hand. They are the people that the scripture 

commands you to owe the indebtedness of love. “Owe no 

man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth 

another hath fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8) They are 

the people to whom you are expected to humbly 

demonstrate and extend the love of God.  
 

Love begat love. The principle of sowing and reaping does 

not end in human secular endeavors only. Sowing in love 

in the love of God is part of sowing into the spirit. If you 

sow into the spirit you will certainly not reap corruption. If 

you sow in love you will be amazed about the abundant of 

overwhelming increase you will witness in life. You 
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cannot imagine how big it is in the sight of God when you 

have lifted up a hand up from the miry clay by the grace 

that God had given you. You can’t believe the spiritual 

impact of the tears that your acts of kindness have wiped 

away. Anyone that extends the loving hands of fellowship 

to others cannot quantify the value of spiritual investment 

he had made in the life of humanity.  "For God is not 

unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which 

ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have 

ministered to the saints, and do minister." (Hebrews 6:10) 

 

Perhaps you think that all the loving efforts you rendered 

are in vain. Absolutely not! Every form of love you 

extended to mankind is an indication that you are allowing 

God to minister loving kindness through you to the 

individual. At that very moment you demonstrate this 

righteous deed to anyone on earth, your hands became an 

extension of the hands of the Living God to minister to 

mankind on God’s behalf. That very moment you sow the 

seed of love. The faithfulness of God will water it and 

watch it grow and bear fruit to bless you and your 

generation. “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 

mercy.” (Matthew 5:7) At that very moment you extend 

the hands of loving-kindness to man, you lend unto God. 

And certainly the Lord will surely pay you back in 

hundred fold. “For God is not unrighteous to forget your 

work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his 

name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 

minister.” (Hebrew 6:10) The beauty of it is that the 

heavenly reward for this kind deed does not end in one 

generation. “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is 
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God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy 

with them that love him and keep his commandments to a 

thousand generations” (Deuteronomy 7:9) It extends from 

generation to generation. It is like laying bed of roses for 

your unknown future generations. 

Love is not only a commandment we received from our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Love is an instruction in righteousness 

that we learnt from His practical examples of His loving 

kindness towards humanity in the scripture. We have all 

benefited from the mercy of His love in the salvation we 

received. The trails of His loving kindness are the 

enfolding stories of His ministry. Love is demonstrating 

loving kindness in the Lord in order to reveal the brilliant 

transformation of the lives of others. That is why 

sacrificial love always manifests with an encouraging and 

inspiring story.  

 

There are three people outside my immediate family that 

made a strong mark in my life. The first person is a 

gentleman from Dallas, Texas. I met this exemplary 

Christian in 1991 at Manhattan Church of Christ, New 

York. We became brethren and family friends. When I was 

earning $5.00 an hour in my primary working place at that 

time, he employed me to work in his company after 

normal office hour and paid me $15.00 an hour. My 

primary job was so strenuous and the pay was 

insignificant, but the part time job was so easy, friendly 

and lucrative.  However, this was not the most important 

thing. The major difference between the two jobs was the 

love of God that this Christian brother extended to me. He 

did not only give me a good salary, he watched over my 

safety. Every night after closing, he will insist that I take a 
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taxi from downtown Manhattan to my ghetto in the Bronx 

in order to ensure that I did not fall in to the hands of 

muggers if I had taken public transportation like trains and 

buses. Let me add here, that there were no unrighteous 

strings attached his act of benevolence.  

It was out of the money I was able to set aside from this 

part-time job that I used to publish my first book, “Beyond 

Human Reasoning.”  Steve went extra mile in extending 

the love of Christ to my family by paying the school fees 

of my two sons from private middle schools to 

independent high schools in New York. When these two 

boys finished their high school diploma and were about to 

commence their college education in United States, he 

bought a personal computers for each of them when PCs 

were very expensive in America. When he was extending 

the kind-heartedness to my two sons, he did not know that 

he was assisting me to raise two medical doctors in my 

family. Today these two children had completed their 

Medical School Programs and currently in their residency 

program in United States.  

 

With the heart of loving kindness, Steve, an exemplary 

ambassador of Christ partook in laying the foundations of 

the lives of my two sons with sapphires and the faithful 

Father is rewarding him and his family amazingly 

according to his word. "Whoever welcomes a prophet as a 

prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever 

welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will 

receive a righteous person’s reward. And if anyone gives 

even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is 
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my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not 

lose their reward.” (Matthew 10:41-42 NIV) 

 

Brother John and Sister Vicky are my colleagues in our 

office in down town Manhattan. They are my prayer 

partners as well as my family friends. Whenever we want 

to have our fellowship during our break period in the 

office, we always go to the concealed room behind the 

elevator in our office to pray and share the word of God 

together in order to avoid unnecessary persecution.  One 

day I mentioned in my prayer request that I wanted a 

direction of God because I was about to quit making 

available Weekly Bible Study on Saturdays on the internet 

of Christ Light Bearers Ministry due to financial hardship I 

was facing for the needs of my family. I was thinking that 

whatever I can make in terms of dollar on Saturdays from 

security job will be able to handle some of my expenses. 

They advised me against it and prayed earnestly with me 

that God may give me the grace to continue faithfully.  

That day, I remember, before the close of the office, both 

of them contributed $400.00 as financial assistance to me. 

Tears of love were streaming out of my eyes because of 

the love they have shown towards me so that the work of 

God may continue. Out of this money, I set aside $100.00 

to register this ministry as an incorporated entity. If you 

think that this ministry has published so many books, 

tracts, and many Christians articles and Bible Studies on 

the internet it is because of the God’s grace in the 

exhibition of faithfulness in love of these two beloved 

brethren towards me in that hour of my life. Surely these 

brethren strengthened and upheld the pillars of this 

ministry when it was shaking. They stood by me in love to 
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strengthen my hands in the ministry with their prayers. 

There are other touching acts of loving kindness that these 

two brethren had extended to me and my family that 

obviously they did not want me to enumerate in this book.  

 

God is the author of love. Even if we have not seen Him 

physically, nature itself is teaching us amazing lessons of 

love. We are beholding the glory of His great creation that 

functions perfectly in the platform of His love all over the 

world. The sun He created is shining for both sinners and 

saints. His rain came down for the benefit of the righteous 

and the wicked. The earth He created is supporting every 

being on earth physically and materially. The abundance 

of the loving heart of God reveals the source of our 

achievements, wealth and ability to enjoy the fruit of our 

labors. The scripture confirms this in Deuteronomy 8:18 

“But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he 

that giveth thee power to get wealth ...”  The three 

wonderful people mentioned above and millions of others 

with large hearts of loving kindness like them all over the 

world learned the great attribute of love of God from His 

word.  I have learned it also, and it is the guiding principle 

of my life. Glory be to God that I am not only at the 

receiving end of benevolence of others. I want to humbly 

say that I do minister to other people that I come across in 

the journey of my life as God has given me the grace. That 

is why I am humbly imploring you to yield to this new 

commandment of love that proceeded out of the mouth of 

our Savior Jesus Christ. Love was the foundational pillar 

of His ministry on earth. “For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
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believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 

life.” (John 3:16) If the entire humanity on earth is 

walking in the love of God with each other there will be no 

sin, there will be no rat race that often characterizes our 

world and there will be no war.  Let us join hands to work 

in love with all humanity. 
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Reflect On This! 
 

Have you ever thought and ask yourself, “Does man really 

need the law of God to live?” In reality one may think that 

man can live without law. One can argue further and 

conclude that, “Living is easy.” It is a matter of waking up 

every day, do your normal daily chores of all kinds of 

reckless activities. Work if you want to. Eat and drink if 

necessary. Relate with people according to the direction of 

your mind. Do a little good here to someone and some 

horrendous deeds to self and humanity there as part your 

normal daily living.  Then go home, fall on your bed and 

sleep off. Wake up the following day and continue the 

same routine. Sound easy. Isn’t it?  

 

In considering this reckless and senseless model of 

possible behaviors of humanity, it is like sending a 

supersonic jet into the air space without provision for it to 

land safely. Yes it can fly, and can really fly fast. But any 

attempt to land will be a serious disaster because there is 

no control device for its soft landing.  
 

When a piece of land is not cultivated by farmer or 

managed for a certain period of time, it becomes a wild 

forest and all the wild animals will be residing in it. No 

farmer will be able to plant seed in an uncultivated land. 

The same way if the character of man is not adequately 

managed and cultivated in the wisdom of God, evil habits 

and evil characters will overtake the person. The person 

will be manifesting in a strange behaviors because of the 

evil forces dwelling in him.  He finds himself delighting in 
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unusual cravings that classified him as a wicked and 

ruthless entity as he continues to manifest in the flesh. 

"These people will speak lies disguised as truth. Their 

consciences have been scarred as if branded by a red-hot 

iron.." (I Timothy 4:2 GWT) Unwittingly the person made 

himself agent of Satan, and demonic forces already took 

over him. Instead of righteousness that is of God, he found 

himself yielding to erroneous and nasty behaviors. 

Obviously, the heart of such a person cannot be said to be 

a good ground for the precious seed of the word of God. 

 

The character of man determines the quality of his 

personality. The character of man, like a piece of a fertile 

ground needs some element of cultivation and managing in 

order to avoid free-flow of negative behaviors. Our 

passion and desires need spiritual management. Our 

actions and intentions need to be molded and shaped in the 

wisdom of God. The only thing that is capable to manage 

and cultivate the characters of man is the law of God. The 

only way the mind of man can be renewed is through the 

word of God. When we yield to the law of God to manage 

and cultivate our character, we are applying our lives to its 

maximum usefulness. Then divine orderliness and spiritual 

maintenance will, on its own flow in into our life in order 

to prepare and position us to receive the abundant 

blessings of God.  
 

The Creator molded and shaped man out of nothing. He 

laid the foundation stone of our wisdom. He encaged the 

complex and delicate organ of our brain in a hard skull for 

protection and stability. He linked all the network of our 
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nervous system from all the organs of our body to the 

brain—the control center of our activities. The law of God 

is the only known spiritual instrument that can ensure the 

wholeness of righteous functioning of humanity for the 

glory of God. The law of God provides spiritual 

instructions and direction for man in order to live in 

righteousness and in peace with each other. The law of 

God is the control valve of the reckless reasoning of 

humanity. Philosophy of man cannot instill righteousness 

and peace in humanity. Wisdom of man has failed him 

several times. The scripture reveals that the heart of man is 

desperately wicked. But the law of God that is capable to 

control human excessiveness cannot fail. “All scripture is 

given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 

for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 

righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, 

throughly furnished unto all good works.” (II Timothy 

3:16-17) The reason it cannot fail is that, the Spirit of God 

quickens the righteous minded children of God to 

righteously yield in obedience to the laws of God. Apart 

from diabolical manipulation of devil in the lives of some 

children that is prevalent today, the children of good 

parents have tendencies to reflect the good character of the 

parents. The fruit of a tree always reflects its kind. That is 

why an apple never grows on a mango tree. And above all 

the faithfulness and mercy of God fail not. “It is of the 

Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great 

is thy faithfulness.” (Lamentation 3:22-23)  Secondly, 

because His mercy endureth forever, our Heavenly Father 

from whom all blessing flows, will make available unto us 
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abundance of His grace to overcome all our spiritual 

weaknesses.  
 

The Decalogue is not the first law that God will give unto 

humanity. God established a relationship with Adam in the 

Garden of Eden with a law. The law of God clearly stated 

the lines that Adam must not crossed. God expressly told 

Adam, “Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall 

not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely 

die.” (Genesis 2:16-17)  Many were of the opinion that 

God should not have put man in the Garden where there 

was the tree of knowledge of good and evil. But I humbly 

put across for a sincere consideration that the Garden of 

Eden was in existence before the creation of man. God 

planted the garden, and made everything He had created 

for His own pleasure. “… for thou hast created all things, 

and for thy pleasure they are and were created.” 

(Revelation 4:11) God pleasurably put a man that He had 

created in his pleasure to the garden of His choice. 

Therefore God cannot be blamed for putting man that He 

had created in His own image in the beautiful Garden of 

Eden.  
 

From the inception of creation, God wants man to be free. 

Free of ingratitude by appreciating the Creator who 

created him. Free from the encumbrances of sinfulness and 

self-destruction by appreciating the value of life. Free from 

unnecessary conflicts with each other by respecting and 

mutually living courteously in love with each other. Free 

of wrong and unfortunate narrow minded decisions by 



Reflect on This! 

- 229 - 

listening only unto His Creator in obedience instead of 

yielding to the voice of devilish and self-centered flesh. 

The law of God is intended to make man free perfectly in 

the wisdom of God when we freely operate within the 

scopes of righteous freedom He set for humanity. 

 

The word of God constituted the law of God. Our Lord 

Jesus said, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

(Matthew 4:4) Bread is regarded as the fuel of our physical 

body that keeps it moving, but the word of God nourishes 

the spirit man. Man cannot live without the law of God. As 

terrible as the world had become today, it is the law of 

God in every nation that controls the human behavioral 

variances in every culture and creed. The national laws is 

tailored to the needs of the people and designed 

specifically to address the common perennial problems of 

the nation and her custom. That is why these laws are 

tagged as common or customary laws. The redress and 

punitive measures of the constitutions and criminal laws in 

every nation are derived from the word of God in the 

scripture. Beginning from the Israel of old, this nation that 

is popularly known as the apple of God’s eyes, enacted six 

hundred and thirteen laws called The 613 Mitzvot that 

revolved around the Ten Commandments. These laws are 

categorized as 248 Positive Mitzvos and 365 Negative 

Mitzvos12 This clearly indicated that man was endowed 

with wisdom to understand and able to process the 

 
12 http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/756399/jewish/The-
613-Commandments.htm Online information was obtained on April 21, 
2014 
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commandment of God, but man simply disregarded the 

law of God and choose to follow his wicked way 

 

It is rather unfortunate today when people say that God 

must be separated from state’s secular activities. The 

questions we need to ask ourselves is: Who created the 

men and women that are operating in various arms of 

government establishments in the state? Who gave man 

the wisdom of governing self among humanity at different 

level of government establishments? If God’s law is 

separated from man’s secular activities, it means we 

spiritually severed ourselves from the blessing of God. The 

founding fathers of the great nation of America knew 

better. They were God-centered people. That was why 

they established the important policies of the nation to 

revolve around the interest of God.  

 

Money is powerful, and it is very essential in the life of 

mankind. The Bible confirmed the same. It says but 

“Money answereth all things.” (Ecclesiastes 10:19) With 

this fact in mind, the founding fathers of America reserved 

the powerful strength of money to God when they clearly 

and legitimately inscribed in all their money, “IN GOD 

WE TRUST.”  The purchasing power of money is 

undoubtedly remarkable, but they did not trust in the 

purchasing power of money, they trusted in God from 

whom all blessing flow. That was why they entrenched the 

law of God in the schools and conspicuously display the 

Ten Commandment in their courts of law.  
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Any attempt to remove or shift from a righteous landmark 

always ends in disaster. Today some ‘seasoned’ lawyers 

that God had endowed with the gift of wisdom had 

misapplied their wisdom to the detriment of the interest of 

the Giver of wisdom in the nation. They hid behind some 

‘flesh-centered’ Unions and other Organizations to employ 

their acquired gift of legal wisdom to manipulate the state 

laws in order to ease out the Ten Commandments from the 

schools in the nation. Some described this legal victory as 

ingenious. Yes, with their evil ingenuity they have 

removed the spiritual control valve from the fast moving 

vehicles of the lives of mankind in the nation. They have 

succeeded in returning mankind to state of modern Stone 

Age of uncultivated character and wickedness. 
 

Wherever Christ is deleted from the system of man, crisis 

always replace it. The unpopular legal victory removed 

Ten Commandments from the school. The students are 

now selling drugs in the public school setting. All kinds of 

immoralities are now going on uncontrollable in the public 

high schools in the most civilized country on earth. Some 

of these children have formed gangs in the school system 

that beat up their teachers because they never received the 

law of God that instructed that children should honor their 

parents. Children are now bringing guns to the school. The 

sorrow for the loss of innocent lives in Columbine High 

School massacre13 in April 20, 1999 still lingers in the 

 
13http://video.about.com/history1900s/Overview-of-Columbine-
Massacre.htm By William Morgan  (Online information obtained April 
21, 2014) 
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heart of the nation. The Virginia Tech massacre14 April 16, 

2007 was still fresh in our minds. So also was the recent 

massacre in Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in 

Newton Connecticut on December 14, 2012 where twenty 

school children and eight teachers were killed.15 Who 

knows what these beautiful people would have 

accomplished on earth if their lives had not been snuffed 

out before their prime? The joy of their families was 

terminated by the godless people. God's solutions to the 

situations of mankind were cancelled when these wicked 

elements killed the innocent messengers of God that had 

been ordained for various useful purposes of God. Ideas 

and inventions that should have eased the problems of 

mankind have been killed by these senseless murderers.  

Have you pondered and imagined that if the guy who 

killed 32 innocent students and seriously wounded 25 

others had been taught the precepts of Ten Commandment, 

the Spirit of God should have convinced him that it is a sin 

against the law of God to kill another person. Who knows 

whether he should have abandoned his unpopular course 

of destruction of others and self?  
 

The greatness of a leader is measured by what the leader 

brings to the society that dramatically transforms the lives 

of the people and delivers them from senseless harrowing 

experiences. That is why an appeal from well-meaning 

people in this nation has been made to the great leaders 

 
14 http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/16/us/16cnd-
shooting.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0 Online information obtained April 
21, 2014) 
15 http://www.cnn.com/interactive/2012/12/us/sandy-hook-timeline/ 
Online information obtained April 21, 2014  
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that God had lifted up to govern and manage the affairs of 

this great nation with their legislative powers.  They have 

been asked to please understand that the gun is an 

untimely death sentence to other people when put in the 

hand of untrained and unconstrained civilians and a 

devastating destructive weapon in the hands of the reckless 

murderers. That is why these leaders should not allow the 

veil of politics to cloud their vision so that they can 

understand from a leader’s point of view and be able to 

interpret the tears of the parents who lost their innocent 

and defenseless loved ones in the hands of these 

murderers. The interpretation of these tears demands and 

implores that something be done to prevent the 

reoccurrence of this type of ugly national tragedy. They 

should do all within their powers to employ righteousness 

and fairness in their sense of judgment and use the strength 

of their great office to remove assault weapons from the 

hands of the civilians in this highly civilized and 

sophisticated nation.    
 

Today the number policemen in some of the public high 

schools in some states in America are more than police 

personnel you found in the police stations at a time. 

Instead of righteous free gift of understanding and the 

moral will of God, the government was pressured by the 

arms of the law to deny the students an understanding of 

the blessed will of God concerning His commandments. At 

the same time they provided children with condoms 

openly in the school system to prevent sexual transmitted 

diseases like HIV AIDS and unwanted pregnancy. In their 

wisdom they can attempt to prevent the consequence of 

adultery which is sexual transmitted diseases, but little did 
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they know that meticulous application of wisdom of flesh 

cannot prevent the sinful conducts of mankind. They 

removed the law of God, the only prevention for 

spiritually transmitted diseases like hatred, disrespect, 

murder and stealing and yet they applauded themselves for 

providing “protection” for sexually transmitted diseases.  

Only the obedience to word of God is capable to transform 

human character and the choices they make. That is why 

the unwanted pregnancy that leads to abortion is on the 

increase unabated. That is why this sinful health related 

problem is unnecessarily increasing the health service 

budget of the government every year.  
 

Today sinful proposition of political agenda consumes the 

resources of the nation. But arguments and debates have 

never won the battle of sin. Only repentance can flush it 

out. The coast and the territory of the wicked ones are 

getting expanded. Evil habits are parading the streets in the 

form of fashion, style and inordinate behaviors. Marriage, 

the holy institution between a man and a woman that was 

established by God Himself is now subjected to 

“redefinition” in the court of law today to include 

relationships between man and man, and between woman 

and woman. "And he [Jesus] answered and said unto them, 

Have ye not read, that he which made them at the 

beginning made them male and female, And said, For this 

cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall 

cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 

Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What 

therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 

asunder." (Matthew 19:4-6) Every propagation of modern 
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day sinfulness is now considered a victorious national 

struggle in the moral bankrupt free world. Any time man 

attempt to substitute the divine wisdom of God with 

limited wisdom of man; it always ends in crisis and self-

destruction. 

 

The thoughtful Heavenly Father that gave Ten 

Commandment laws to the ancient Israelites in the 

wilderness knew that generation of our time will need this 

important spiritual control. The powerful people have 

employed their wisdom to prevent the children from 

receiving the law of God by using the wedge of secular 

law to catapult the law of God out of the school. We are all 

witnessing the consequences today. The same powerful 

people are going from one state to the other leading the 

campaign to remove the Ten Commandment and doing 

everything to stamp out the name of God from every 

important monuments of the government.   
 

Let it be made known to these agents of Satan that are 

parading themselves as brilliant and seasoned lawyers that 

anyone who wars against the law of God is not a law 

abiding citizen. I pray this day for the reader of this book 

that God may give you a determined mind to draw a line 

and tell these enemies of God—Thus far can you go! Be 

bold to mount the Ten Commandment in a conspicuous 

position of your sitting room. Endeavour to teach the 

children the precept of Ten Commandments or ensure that 

all member of your household understand the precepts of 

Ten Commandments by reading the Scripture and books 

that thoroughly teach the precepts. The reason is simple. 

These children are powerful and potential leaders of today 
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and exemplary leaders and powerful future of tomorrow. 

Yes, they are already leading with their God giving 

initiatives in Christian Youth programs in our various 

churches and other community service programs that 

benefits the elderly and children. If the laws of God are 

deeply entrenched in the subconscious minds of these 

children, when they grow older, they will develop their 

minds upon the foundation of righteousness. They will 

defend and uphold the truth they have received to the 

advantage of the masses they will lead. They will raise and 

lead their generation under the fear of Almighty God. I 

sincerely pray for endowment of wisdom that will allow 

the law of God to dwell richly in your house and in the 

heart of every member of your family. 

 

“See, I have set before you today life and good, 

death and evil, in that I command you today to love 

the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep 

His commandments, His statutes, and His 

judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the 

LORD your God will bless you in the land which you 

go to possess.   I call heaven and earth as witnesses 

today against you, that I have set before you life and 

death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, 

that both you and your descendants may live. that 

you may love the LORD your God, that you may obey 

His voice, and that you may cling to Him, for He is 

your life and the length of your days; and that you 

may dwell in the land which the LORD swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them." 

(Deuteronomy 30:15-16, 19-20 KJV) 
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-----ooo0ooo----- 
 

Lastly if this book had hit the homerun of truth to touch 

any of your spiritual weaknesses, I sincerely and humbly 

want you to know that I am not condemning you. In fact I 

do not have the effrontery to condemn anyone. I am a man 

of a like passion like you saved by grace. I am only an 

individual that is trying to answer the call of Almighty 

God as Holy Spirit had inspired me. We all agree that God 

is a respecter of nobody. If I fail to respond as He had bid 

me, He can use any man or anything to fulfill His mission. 

Remember that God used the donkey of Balaam to correct 

the madness of the prophet. “… And the ass said unto 

Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden 

ever since I was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do 

so unto thee? And he said, Nay.  Then the LORD opened 

the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the LORD 

standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and 

he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face.” 

(Numbers 22:23-31)   

 

The good news here is that “the LORD is good; his mercy 

is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations.” 

(Psalm 100:5) The Lord did not condemn the 120,000 that 

were spiritually ignorant of the law of God in city of 

Nineveh. He extended His mercy towards the sinners in 

the city, even their cattle. “And should not I spare 

Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than six-score 

thousand persons that cannot discern between their right 

hand and their left hand; and also much cattle?” (Jonah 

4:11) God will not condemn you if from this moment you 

can consider your ways and repent all your sins. “If we say 
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that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we 

make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” (1 John 1:8-

10) I humbly plead with you to please consider your ways 

and repent of your sins today. I pray that by His grace, I 

will see you face to face in the presence of the Savior at 

last through the revelation of His word that this book is 

presenting to you this day. May the Lord God Almighty 

continue to enlighten your understanding, in Jesus name, 

Amen. 
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What the Lord has done in me 
 

Let the weak say, "I am strong" 
Let the poor say, "I am rich" 
Let the blind say, "I can see" 
It's what the Lord has done in me 
 

Hosanna, hosanna 
To the Lamb that was slain 
Hosanna, hosanna 
Jesus died and rose again 

 

To the river I will wade 
There my sins are washed away 
From the heavens' mercy streams 
Of the Savior's love for me 
 

I will rise from waters deep 
Into the saving arms of God 
I will sing salvation songs 
Jesus Christ has set me free 

 

Hillsong United 
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on This! Series 10. If 

you would like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ, please pray the prayer in the box below. Please note that 

you are about to make an important decision in your life. Please 

pay attention to details. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know that you are the Son of Living 
God. You died for me on the Cross. I know that I have 
sinned in my thoughts, words and actions. There are so 
many good things I failed to do. There are so many sinful 
things I have done. I confess all my wrongdoings and I am 
truly sorry for my sinful life. I now turn away from 
everything I considered to be sinful. Have mercy upon me, 
O Lord and forgive me all my sins. You gave your life as a 
ransom for my soul; I gratefully give my life to you. I humbly 
invite you to come into my life as my Savior to redeem me, 
and as my Friend to be with me forever. My Lord and my 
King, I will serve you all the remaining years of my life in 
complete obedience to your words, Amen.  
 

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of 

mind, rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you 

now. We also welcome to the fold of believers.” Please, there are 

important things you must know and the steps you have to take. 

The author of this book is a member of Deeper Life Bible 

Church but please get in contact with any Bible Believing 

Living Church near you where you can truly serve the Lord in 

truth and in spirit in order to learn and know more about the love 

of God.  
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