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ABOUT THE MINISTRY

Christ Light Bearers Ministry is a non-denominational
Christian Publication Ministry that God blessed with a vision
to proclaim the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our mission
is to reach out to the entire world with the word of God. We
began our Internet outreach in February 1999 with one
important goal—to provide positive and inspirational
messages, obviously in contrast to the unsuitable and filthy
information that satanic agents offer to this generation on the
internet. Our website www.christlightbearers.com, is centered
on proclaiming Christ’'s gospel. We thank God for helping us
to touch the world with the beauty of Jesus Christ with our
various publications which includes 17 Evangelical Tracts, 13
series of Reflect on This! Books, and lately 8 mini-books of
Pocket Ministers Series. These are some of the good things
that God is doing in the ministry. In addition, we publish Daily
Devotionals, Bible Studies, Christian Poems and Christian
Articles on the internet. To learn more about this ministry,
please visit our website www.christlightbearers.org or write to
us at our contact address.
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INTRODUCTION

Almost every shirt or dress has a pocket. Every pant
has at least one pocket. The pocket is meant to hold
something handy and useful for our daily use. That
is why we put our money, keys, and purses in our
pockets. Corporate geniuses are designing virtually
everything to fit in our pocket. Gone are the days of
bulky cell phones. Slim and sleek cell phones like
the RAZR are now in vogue. We have the IPod,
pocket camera, pocket radio, pocket PC, PDA, etc.
The credit cards are designed to fit into your wallet
(which fits in your pocket). But do you notice that
nearly all the stuff in our pockets satisfies the flesh
and the word of God says, “Man shall not live by
bread alone.” (Luke 4:4) This is the thought that give
birth to Pocket Ministry.

Pocket Ministry has one singular goal—to keep you
abreast with the word of God anywhere you go. It is
the intention of our Heavenly Father that we may be
revived, strengthened, and equipped by the word.
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Through the power of His word, we may
have our whole being because the scripture
described the word of God as spirit and
life. (John 6:63) The first product of Pocket
Ministry is Pocket Minister Series. Pocket
Minister is a slim Christian literature series
packed with the anointed word of God.
Pocket Minister is a slim book but strong
enough to stop the fiery darts of hell fire
that satanic agents aimed at your hearts.
The Pocket Minister Series is like having a
one-on-one ministration with a seasoned
minister. It is one slim book with one
powerful message of God that will realign
your spiritual focus unto your Creator. Read
the Pocket Ministers Series prayerfully to
enrich your spirit with the power of God.
You will never feel bored reading Pocket
Ministers. Remember, Pocket Ministry puts
a piece of Jesus Christ, the word of God in
your pocket to be your companion.



The Jonas in Humanity

CHAPTER
The Assignment of His Calling

Jonah received a divine assignment to stand in
the gap for the city Nineveh and be a
mouthpiece of God for the city so that they
could be reconciled to God. During this time, all
the prophets like him were sent to the household
of Israel to warn them of their sinful ways. But
God specifically sent Jonah to this foreign city
for a specific reason of their salvation. This
reason was so important to God that it should
have been an eye opener for Jonah to obey
every detail of the instruction of God
concerning the salvation of Nineveh. But Jonah,
in his narrow and rebellious mindedness, and in
his selfish judgmental attitudes, set aside the
instructions of God and fled away from God’s
mission by embarking on a boat journey to
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Tarshish. Perhaps to Jonah, going to Tarshish
meant hidden self from the presence of God.
But the word of God refuted this thought.
“Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither
shall | flee from thy presence? If 1 ascend up
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in
hell, behold, thou art there. If | take the wings of
the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of
the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and
thy right hand shall hold me.” (Psalm 139:7-10)

Perhaps you may be curious to ask, “What was
the reason why a prophet, a servant of God
should rebel against the laudable mission of
salvation of the souls of the sinners?” The
answer to this question takes us to the
background story of Nineveh. Nineveh was the
famed capital city of the ancient Assyrian
Empire and was an idolatry city. The people
worshipped Nanshe, the fish goddess.
According to the historians, Nineveh occupied
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an area with about 50 miles circumference. The
population was about 120000 ignorant and
wicked people who could not discern between
their right hands and their left. (Jonah 4:11)
Typical of the culture of the Middle East, this
was the period when the population of women
and children were not included in the head count
of the city. The people of Nineveh were so
wicked that the city was tagged “Robber City”
because it overran and robbed other countries,
as pirates in the high sea to enrich itself. But all
the sinful problems of the Ninevites did not
constitute the reason to refuse the calling of God
in to the mission of salvation for the city.

According to the judgmental mindedness of
Jonah, if the people of Nineveh were innately
corrupt, wicked and ungodly, they did not
deserve to live. Perhaps he said to himself,
“Forty days ultimatum of God will soon elapse
and then judgment of God will befall upon the
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evil city.” All he needed to do was to ensure that
he did not go near the city before their judgment
day. Perhaps he added that, “It was not even
safe to go to the city because of the likelihood of
been killed by the wicked people.” All this may
be underlying reasons as to why Jonah refused
bluntly to embark on the mission of salvation
for the people of Nineveh.

Peculiar problems of Nineveh have the peculiar
divine solution of God. It was very unusual and
not common in the trend of divine operation of
the Living God to force anyone to embark on
divine mission. Because of disobedience, God
rejected King Saul and replaced him with King
David, although about twenty-one years elapsed
before David finally became King of Israel.
Perhaps God was still waiting for the genuine
repentance of Saul. The last straw that broke the
camel’s back was when he himself violated his
own law and consulted the Witch of Endor. Still
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unusual, the seers and the prophets of God that
were mentioned in the Scripture were never
noted to have set aside the divine mission of
God and followed their own mind. The refusal
of Jonah implicitly seemed to be suggesting to
God: “If you are keen to deliver Nineveh, come
down from your lofty Throne in Heaven and do
the job yourself.” Lastly the scenario also
revealed the extent of the mercy of God towards
mankind. Whatever may be the level of
sinfulness of man, God is ready to forgive him if
he can genuinely repent.

Every human being on earth desires justice
according to our varying selfish interest. We all
have good reasons why all the wicked men on
earth should be severely dealt with according to
the level of their wickedness. In our
subconscious mind and in our judgmental
approach to life, it is always the principle of
Mosaic law that state life for life, eye for eye,
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tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe
for stripe.” (Exodus 21:23-25) Jonah was
strictly rapped up in the legality of the Mosaic
Law mentality, having forgotten that one
important attributes of God is mercy. The
‘Jonah’ in every man is the selfish way we see
things from the myopic point of view of man
instead of the compassionate and merciful
perspectives of God. While Jonah only saw
wicked people that deserved to die hard in
Nineveh, God beheld precious but ignorant
people that deserved to live. They only need an
effort of faithful people to reach out to them
with the love of God that manifests in gospel
and act of loving kindness. This was the reason
why God commissioned Jonah for this
important mission.



The Jonas in Humanity

CHAPTER
Foolishness of Sinner vs
Wisdom of the Savior

Another important point we must bear in mind
about the account Jonah ministry, all the
miracles of God that associated with the mission
of Jonah to Nineveh was not a power-show to
let Jonah realize that He is his Creator. Rather,
the Heavenly Father overrode the normal course
of nature to extend His outstretched hands of
mercy to save the sinners in the city. If God was
ready to forgive the city of Sodom and
Gomorrah on the criteria of ten righteous men
that the city could not boast of, imagine how
much more He would do for the population of
about 120,000 of the great city of Nineveh that
had not heard the warning of the Heavenly
Father for their wickedness. Perhaps there was
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something so great in the city that was not
known to man.

The first miracle was to persuade Jonah that he
had responsibility as a servant of the Most High
God to deliver the message of salvation toward
the city. The outstretched hand of God stirred
the sea and there was a great storm on the sea
that brought Jonah’s journey to Tarshish to a
standstill. The storm was so much for mariners
who were used to so many tempests of the sea.
But this unusual storm beat their imaginations
and they were very afraid. They threw all the
cargo in the boat into the sea, to make the boat
lighter so that it would not capsize. This did not
solve the problem. The idolatrous sailors began
to call upon their idol gods, but to no avail. The
tempest continued to rage. They wanted to
return to the shore, but they could not turn the
boat. They were completely dumbfounded,
confused and helpless amidst the raging storm
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in the high sea. To their surprise, they found
Jonah, one of the passengers sleeping in the
lowest deck of the ship.

The second miracle was the casting of lot to
determine the cause of the unusual storm in the
sea. After the sailors rudely woke Jonah who
was sleeping unconcerned in the boat, he was
asked to call upon his God so that they will not
perish. They cast lots to know the cause of the
ordeals they faced. The casting of lot was a
superstitious practice used during the time to
determine the cause of their misfortune. The lot
fell upon Jonah, which indicates that he was the
reason for their misfortune. He was subjected to
a barrage of interrogation about who he was.
Jonah identified himself as a Hebrew and
declared his relationship with God of Heaven as
the prophet. The interrogation revealed that he
fled from the presence of God and he was
reason for the tempest in the sea. They asked
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him what they should do with him. Jonah, the
rebellious servant said, “Pick me up and throw
me into the sea; then the sea will become calm
for you. For | know that this great tempest is
because of me.” (Jonah 1:12) In his defiant
judgmental spirit and the pennywise but pound-
foolish approach of Jonah, he was ready to die
and become a sacrificial lamb to save the lives
of the few sailors in the boat but refused to obey
God in the mission of salvation and lived to be a
life-line to 120,000 people in Nineveh. Perhaps
he preferred his death to mean denial of
salvation to the entire people of Nineveh.
Reluctantly, the sailors threw Jonah into the sea
after they have prayerfully absolved themselves
of the gquilt for the course of their actions.
Miraculously, immediately he hit the sea, the
storm ceased from its raging.

The third miracle was that the moment Jonah
was thrown into the sea, divine preservation
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took place. A big fish that the Lord had prepared
swallowed him. “Now the LORD had prepared
a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah
was in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights.” (Jonah 1:17) That was the beginning of
his spiritual college. The wild characteristics in
him that was repulsive to the impulses of Holy
Spirit needed to be tamed and subdued. He
needed to practically experience what the mercy
of God entails. Jonah needed to learn what
salvation is all about. He needed to learn the
detail intricacies of mercy of God that brought
salvation unto mankind. In an uncommon way,
God persuaded Jonah by caging and imprison
him in the belly of the big fish for three days to
learn the simple act of obedience unto God the
Creator of Heaven and earth. Beginning with the
fact that the mercy of God prevailed in
preserving him from destruction, the razor-sharp
teeth of the big fish did not mutilate the delicate
flesh of Jonah. For those three days in the air-
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tight belly of the big fish, amidst of the fluid of
acidic digestive enzymes of the big fish, that
was devoid of oxygen-air and light, Jonah could
not breathe, could not eat and did not die in the
belly of the fish.

The fourth miracle was that Jonah came to his
senses. The demon of rebellious and
unforgiveness departed from him. The mercy of
God prevailed over Jonah and he realized that it
was the mercy of God that was sustaining him
alive in the belly of the big fish. Revival began
in the life of Jonah right there in the belly of the
fish. The prayers he could not offer while on
land, he now voluntarily offered it in the belly
of the fish. Jonah did not reference God
adequately before, but now in the belly of the
fish he had no choice. The repentance that was
so difficult for him before became inevitably
easy. The entire chapter two of the book of
Jonah is the detailed prayer of Jonah. He
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realized his spiritual folly. He concurred,
saying:

“When my soul fainted within me, |
remembered the Lord; and my prayer went
up to You, into your holy temple. Those who
regard worthless idols forsake their own
mercy. But | will sacrifice to You with the
voice of thanksgiving; | will pay what | have
vowed. Salvation is of the Lord.” (Jonah 2:7-9)

Many people found themselves behind the
prison wall. The only thing they see is hatred
against the harsh state laws, prosecutor attorney
and the activity of the law enforcement agency.
They only see revenge against the person they
thought had set them up. They are angry at
themselves for the flaws and errors they made
when they committed crime. They never
considered their sinful faults. They never
thought that their imprisonment or the
consequence of their wicked ways is a divine
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plan of God to make the sinner to slow down
and reflect upon his life. They did not know that
it’s time for sober reflection of their characters
so that their revival can be triggered off. In this
process, the sinner can consider the root of the
issue that brought him to prison, repent of his
sins and seek peace with God so that he can
rescue himself from the permanent destruction
in eternity. They never thought that God is
offering them an opportunity to reflect upon
their lives and repent of their wicked ways.

The miracle working God is now raising
effective ministers among the prisoners today
Apart from the prison ministry organized by the
pastors from different churches, inmate
ministers are now minister to their co-inmates.
Many people who never have anything to do
with the message of salvation are now forced to
listen to the prison evangelism ministry because
of their confinement. Not every sinner

- 15 -



The Jonas in Humanity

undergoes prison experience before they
change. Many people are imprisoned by
situational issues like sickness or a certain
calamity before the power of the word of God
could reach their stony hearts. Some have taken
the pathway of repentance by Jonah and sought
the face of God for forgiveness. They graciously
accepted the offer of salvation and they made a
U-turn from the path of destruction to the path
of life. Some people that defiantly disregard the
mercy of God are still wallowing in the pain of
their wicked lives.

Back to our interesting subject, our Heavenly
Father first broke the sinful pride, unconcerned
and unmerciful nature in Jonah because a blind
man cannot lead another blind man. A sinner
cannot handle and is not qualified to deliver the
message of salvation to sinful people. As this
transformation was going on in the life of Jonah,
the divine pilot continued to pilot this big fish to
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the shore. Jonah survived the three days and
three nights’ ordeal in the fish belly. At the end
of the three days of his divine imprisonment,
God opened the spiritual cage by speaking to the
big fish and the fish finally vomited Jonah at the
shore.

This powerful miracle of salvation of Jonah was
the fulfilling sign of resurrection, in the ministry
of Jesus Christ our Savior. Jesus said to the
scribes and the Pharisees, “An evil and
adulterous generation seeketh after a sign; and
there shall no sign be given to it, but the sign of
the prophet Jonas: For as Jonas was three days
and three nights in the whale's belly; so shall
the Son of man be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh shall
rise in judgment with this generation, and shall
condemn it: because they repented at the
preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than
Jonas is here.” (Matthew 12:39-41)
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The word of God came to Jonah the second
time: “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
preach to it the message that I tell you.” This
time, Jonah had no choice but to go because the
lesson he learnt in the belly of the fish was still
fresh. Reluctantly he arose and began a three-
day journey in to the heart of the city. Jonah did
not bring the message of love to the people. He
did not attempt to persuade the people Nineveh
that God love them. He brought the message of
doom to the people, and said, “Yet forty days,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” Although
those words seemed to be hurting and
despairing, it was sufficient for the salvation of
the people. Amazingly, they were touched by
the hurting words of Jonah. They believed God
and they proclaimed a fast and put on
sackcloth—a symbol of repentance. The nobles
as well as the peasants in Nineveh, even their
king laid aside his robes and covered himself
with sack cloth and sat in the ashes for the
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repentance of the city. A decree came out of the
king, saying,

Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock,
taste anything; do not let them eat, or drink
water. But let man and beast be covered with
sackcloth, and cry mightily to God; yes, let
everyone turn from his evil way and from the
violence that is in his hands. Who can tell if
God will turn and relent, and turn away from
His fierce anger, so that we may not perish?”
(Jonah 3:7-9)

Overwhelmingly, the city repented of their
wicked ways. They turned away from their
sinfulness and with prayer they sought the face
of God and the Heavenly Father forgave them
their sins.
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CHAPTER
The Ninevites of our Day

Perhaps you are wondering: “Who are the
people that constitute the Ninevites in our day?”
One of the factors we consider whenever we
want to purchase a house or rent a property is
the neighborhood. Obviously, no one wants to
be a neighbor with bad people. Not all the
people that constitute the Ninevites of our day
are living in the ghettoes or Section Eight
buildings. Some inter-mingled and co-existed
with nice people in the beautiful cities. They
could be the gang members in our streets—
perhaps the product of broken homes. The father
is not there for them when they were growing
up to play the role of father figure and guide
them to the path of self-sustenance in
righteousness. These people look up to friends
-20 -
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that provide them with quick-fix needs. It could
be food or a jot of cigarette or a dope of drug. It
could be a one-time rescue at gun point from an
assassin and as a result they are obligatory to be
loyal to their mentor-in-crime. Their common
slang is: “I owe you one, buddy.” Their
background, whether it is good or not does not
really matter before they stick to each other.
They have one thing in common, and it is called
‘crime.” They have their own uniquely
derogatory language called street language. The
language is unique to the circle of the gangs. It
is so provocative, enriched in rotten verbal
abuse and curse. These people only understand
the language of dagger and knives in the drug
infested societies. In short, they are purely
violent. They are the trigger-happy muggers that
can kill any human being because of a quarter
of a dollar coin. These people equip themselves
with guns, knives and some other harmful
instruments to rob people of their precious
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possessions at a stick up. The Ninevites may
also be the drug barons that are enriching
themselves at the detriment of the drug
consumers in the street.

The rappers and the rock-music bands and their
fans are not left out. Actually, nothing is
practically wrong with the personality of these
musicians and the ingenuity of their arts. The
problem lies with the crowd of the polluted
mind that they pool together. In the crowd is the
melting pot of various people with various
degrees of funny attitudes and characters that
lead to various atrocities committed in the
gathering. The lyrics and melody of their music
could be entertaining, but the message of the
music is derogatory and at times it is
provocative to other gang members. The
provocation of the music has led to untimely
deaths of so many of the gang leaders and the
rappers. It has provided a medium for violence

-2



The Jonas in Humanity

and all kinds of atrocities. If a certain type of
music is poisonous to the culture of a society,
the common ground of nasty behavior and
negativity exists between the entertainers of the
music and the crowd they pool together.

The Ninevites could be the people that are
dressed in steel-laced apparels with catalogue
piercing and tattoo in their body including their
tongue, nose and in their private parts. Some
men wear lady dresses with various colors of
mascara on their face and paint their lips with
black color lip-stick. Although all of these do
not indicate outright violence, their appearance
is outrageously strange and weird. It is clearly
indicative that people are devoid of the
understanding of the precepts of God’s ways. “/
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that you present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service. And do not be conformed to
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this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
(Romans 12:1-2) If your body becomes a
drawing board for displaying the image of
anything in form of piercing and tattoos, you are
obviously not presenting it as a living sacrifice
unto God. If you dress in a weird way and your
appearance presents you as if you are reasoning
from your foot, certainly the act is despicable, it
is not holy. And by the standard of the word of
God it is not acceptable. Of course, it is not a
reasonable service unto God.

The Ninevites of our time include the alternative
lifestyle community. These people representing
this community in most cases appear to be
normal gentlemen and beautiful ladies apart
from their weird appearance. In most cases,
their  reasoning regarding their  sexual
orientations is a perverse and sinful one going
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by the standard of the word of God. “Women
stopped having natural sex and started having
sex with other women. In the same way, men
stopped having natural sex and began wanting
each other. Men did shameful things with other
men, and in their bodies they received the
punishment for those wrongs.” (Romans 1:26-
27 NCV) “Do not practice homosexuality,
having sex with another man as with a woman.
It is a detestable sin. A man must not defile
himself by having sex with an animal. And a
woman must not offer herself to a male animal
to have intercourse with it. This is a perverse
act.” (Leviticus 18:22-23 NLT) In some cases,
some of them go to the extreme by altering their
gonad system through cosmetic surgery to
reflect the gender they desire. In this case, some
men among this class of people dress like ladies
and the ladies dress like men publicly in
defiance to the law of God. The woman shall
not wear that which pertaineth unto a man,
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neither shall a man put on a woman’s
garment: for all that do so are abomination
unto the LORD thy God. (Deuteronomy 22:5
KJV) These are the people that are blind to the
laws of nature. They go to the extent of
legalizing and legitimizing their unholy and
perverse relationship regardless of the fact that
it was against the purpose and glorious
intentions of God for their lives. Although they
may not necessarily be violent in appearance,
their public behavior towards each other and
their detestable sexual orientation is depicted
rebellion against the natural relationship
instituted by God between man and woman.

The fact that the stripper’s objective is to create
attention of people and provide themselves as
alluring and indecent entertainment sexual
object does not absolve them of the evil they are
committing. They portray themselves as people
that are deficient of making use of their brains
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and hands to contribute economically to the
society. Perhaps they thought that the only way
of making a living is limited to the exposure of
their body to the public. They corrupted the
society with their lustful and provocative
appearance all because they did not realize that
their body is the temple of the Living God and
they are not supposed to desecrate their bodies.
The prostitutes and the high-class professional
escorts and all that engage themselves in
offering their bodies for inglorious sexual
immoralities because of money are inclusive in
the list of the Ninevites.

The alcoholics have their own share of the evil
in our society. Although they seem not to harm
anyone by this evil habit, they are harming
themselves and gradually destroying self. They
bring shame to their families. They dragged
their honor into the mud. The excessiveness of
alcohol affects their internal organs which in
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effect causes too many chronic diseases. The
uncontrollable attitude that associates directly
with this habit has led to their untimely death.
Many wives had become widows; many
children have lost their parents in automobile
accidents because of their lack of self control.

Lastly in the list of the Ninevites of our times
are the high classed people. They did not have
any of the problems listed above. In fact, they
cannot afford to be identified with those social
ills of our society. They are well to do, wealthy,
famous but they are very lonely. They include
the big-wig politicians and chief executive
officers of big companies. They are extremely
busy. They are preoccupied with affairs of this
world. At the same time, they are very lonely
spiritually. They are not necessarily evil people,
but godliness is never part of their daily busy
schedules. Because of their riches, they are very
difficult to reach with the word of God. The
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perception of some Christians that are closed to
them is that the only thing that interests these
wealthy people is whatever that can add to the
abundance of what they already possessed. But
this is not so. In their world of affluence, in the
midst of uncountable business partners and
people that matters in the society, those who do
not know God still commit suicide. Just like
everybody in the street, the wealthy people have
problems. Money may not be their problems,
yet they have situations that bring tears into
their eyes. Even if they are not experiencing
situational problems, some feel an unexplained
emptiness because they are not fulfilled. Only
the word of God can fill the emptiness of
mankind. The word of God reveals the truth that
should be of great concern to the wealthy
people. “For what shall it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for
his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37) This is indicative
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that every single person on the surface of the
earth needs salvation for the security of their
soul. The maid servant of Naaman was not like
the unconcerned believers of today. Although
she was a slave in the captivity, she did not
allow the barriers of hatred that associated with
her slavery experience between her and her
master to reach out to her master and pointed
him to the prophet of God who could rescue him
from his disease of leprosy. The commandment
of God is very clear about this. “Go to the world
and preach the gospel.” The sinners, idolaters,
religious, rich, poor, drug dealers/users,
criminals, delusional and ignorant people are all
inclusive in the audience of the worldly people
that the believers are commanded to reach out to
in the field of evangelism with the word and
love of God. “Now the works of the flesh are
manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
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strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the
which I tell you before, as | have also told you
in time past, that they which do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.” (Galatians
5:19-21)

In no doubt, the evil activities listed above are
sinful, and every sin deserves its judgment
according to the word of God—"For the wages
of sin is death...” (Romans 6:23) The word of
God also emphasized that, “The soul that
sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:20) The
Christians that distance themselves from
reaching out to the sinners seem to be saying,
“Let the ignorant sinners be subjected to the
judgment of God.” These are the people that
God have had compassion upon. You will notice
that there is no difference in appearance
between you and the sinners. The only thing
missing in the life of these people is the brilliant
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light of the gospel of Jesus Christ that can take
them from the state of spiritual darkness and
translate them to the enlightened wisdom of the
word of God. The Scripture is saying to the
jonahs of our time, “Ye are the salt of the earth:
but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden
under foot of men. Ye are the light of the world.
A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under
a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth
light unto all that are in the house. Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16) It is that
spiritual salt which is our attitudes towards the
sinner to remind them that God loves them.
Contrary, the attitudes of some Christians
towards them depicts the underneath acronyms
of “J-O-N-A-H”
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9] Judgment

The sinners deserved the judgment of God
nothing else. Perhaps in their own
assessment of the sinners’ wickedness, these
Christians think that the sinners deserved to
undergo the judgment of God. They have
forgotten that their sins that God forgave
were not different from the sins of these
sinners. If God is to judge the sinners, it
should be at His own discretion.

O] Only self

| am saved, praise the Lord. Let the
stubborn sinners that are still groping in the
darkness work hard to locate their salvation
or perish in their sins. In the selfish thought
of these Jonahs, the precious people of
Nineveh were categorized as good for
nothing.
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— No-mercy

Many Christians have the audacity to
conclude and speak for God that a certain
sinner does not deserve His mercy. Judging
from the horrendous sins of King David
who took over the wife of his innocent and
faithful ~servant, Uriah, would these
Christians not press for public execution for
King David according to the Mosaic Law?
But God forgave David and He also
described him as ‘a man after His own
heart.” “But God removed him from the
kingship and replaced him with David, a
man about whom God said, ‘David son of
Jesse is a man after my own heart, for he
will do everything I want him to.” (Acts
13:22) David did not earn this
commendation of God because of his sins,
he earned it in his humility and contrite
heart after his repentance.
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@ — Anger

Like Jonah, many of the Christians have
personal anger against the sinners.
Although they may have their personal
reasons for this, but there is no spiritual
justifiable reason why a former sinner
should express a personal anger against
another sinner. Although Adolf Hitler
or Osama Bin Laden had committed
horrendous crimes against humanity, if
these two people genuinely repent of
their sins, and seek the face of God for
forgiveness, God will forgive them.
That is the mystery of the mercy of
God. If that is the mind of God
concerning sinners, why should a
former sinner, now Christian, be angry
with the sinners that have not known
the Lord?
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— Hatred

It is easy to say we do not hate anyone,
but anyone we cannot extend godly love
towards is tantamount to act of hatred.
Love gives, without expecting anything
in return. Love sacrifices, and
demonstrates the loving kindness of God
amidst risks, and it includes putting
one’s life in jeopardy. If you cannot lay
whatever you have in the altar of God
for the salvation of a sinner, it can be an
indication that you hate the sinner. If you
cannot fast and pray for the salvation of
an ardent sinner, you may not be able to
reach out to him with the word of God.
Certainly, if you cannot do this you are
not better than Prophet Jonah.

As long as there is no outreach to the beautiful

people mentioned above, it means opportunity

of repentance has not been extended to them. Be
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reminded that they are precious in the sight of
God and that Jesus Christ died for them. If these
people that are considered human monsters,
popularly known as sinners, completely
overtake the earth and there are catalogues of
atrocities in the land, it is because of the jonahs
of our time called Christians that were fleeing to
their own customized comfort zones called
Tarshish in order to sidetrack the commandment
of God. That is why they failed completely in
their responsibilities to reach out to the
Ninevites around them. This is what God said
about these Jonahs. But if the watchman see
the sword come, and blow not the trumpet,
and the people be not warned; if the sword
come, and take any person from among them,
he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood
will 1 require at the watchman's hand.” So
thou, O son of man, | have set thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore
thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and
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warn them from me. When | say unto the
wicked, O wicked man, thou shalt surely die;
if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked
from his way, that wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will | require at thine
hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked
of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn
from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but
thou hast delivered thy soul. (Ezekiel 33:6-9)

Spiritual watchmen are expected to watch with
their God-given talents for the glory of God.
Some watch with their precious treasures having
realized that God is the giver of those treasures.
With the beautiful sonorous voices of spiritual
music ministration, the choir is expected to
reach out to people in order to redirect them
back to the feet of Jesus Christ. Modern day true
spiritual watchmen have expanded their network
of watchmen duties. They include short
evangelism video clips to warn the world about
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the devastation of hell fire and encourage them
to be born again. Some artists have created
evangelistic animation video and comic books
to reach out to the perishing world in order to
lead them to the Cross. Those that are gifted
with the ability to write are sounding a note of
warning with their creative blogs on the internet
to evangelize millions in the web reminding
them to prepare for the Judgment Day.
Evangelism is everybody’s ministry. All the
believers that have tasted the beauty of Jesus
Christ are perfectly fit in and equipped for the
honorable duty of watchmen in the field of
evangelism. Our merciful Father is counting on
us. He said, “Occupy till I come” (Luke 19:13)
This is suggesting that we should continue in the
ministry of watchmen and warning the erring
sinners that are roaming in the darkness of
worldliness to come back and reconcile with
their Creator. We must be vigilant and watch for
the lost souls for the glory of God
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CHAPTER
Steps of reaching out
to the Ninevites

The first step of reaching out to the Ninevites
begins with ourselves. We must yield to the
miracle of revival that God is perfecting for His
glory in us. If we are not revived, we cannot
engage in the work of revival. We must
surrender ourselves and subject self to the
molding and shaping in the hand of the Master
Builder so that we can be made fit to become a
faithful ambassador of God for the salvation of
humanity. We must look inward in the mirror of
God in order to understand how the loving arms
of God’s mercy have pulled us from the miry
clay of sins. When we realize that we were once
upon a time a sinner saved by grace, perhaps we
can understand that we owe the Ninevites of our
time a duty of love to reach out to them with the
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same love that lifted us from darkness, so that
they can lay their feet on the bright path of
salvation.

Seeing From the Eyes of God

There is something important, so precious and
so glorious that God has seen among the
Ninevites before He detailed Jonah to bring the
message of deliverance to them. The believers
can also see the precious vision of these
beautiful people if only they can look at the so-
called Ninevites of our generation with the eyes
of compassion. Compassion is a godly attribute
that is conceived in the mind of mercy; nurtured
in the love of God and executed timely with
tender loving care actions. Any time one
extends compassion towards another person, it
is like a seedling developed in a fertilizer
enriched soil, carefully wrapped in moisture
encapsulated and planted in a good ground. It
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does not take a genius to decipher that the effort
will not go down the drain. It will surely
germinate and bear a multiple fold of good
fruits. This was the mind of our Heavenly
Father before He sent His Son to this world.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” (John 3:16) He had measured the outcome
of the effort before Jesus Christ embarked on
the mission of mercy. The million believers that
had partook in the finished work of the Cross all
over the world are the evidence of His
compassion. We are the product that was begat
by love of God through salvation. We are the
precious dividend of His spiritual investment
upon the earth in order to rescue us from enemy
and restore us to His glorious image as it was in
the beginning.
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Obedience to the Vision

Obedience in this regard means relegating the
commonsensical of high intelligent reasoning to
the background in order to be led by God’s
wisdom and directives. If the instruction of God
says, ‘go,” it means He has paved the way, and
He is leading the team of the faithful in the His
glorious mission. In His glorious vision rest
assured that He had made provision and in the
mission. He has commissioned victory ahead of
time in the endeavor. He wants to use you as a
physical agent to accomplish the physical goal.
The angels are on assignment working behind
the scene of your life for the glory of God.
Joshua the human general that was leading the
Israelites in battle did not ignore the
commandment of God. “And the LORD said
unto Joshua, See, | have given into thine hand
Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty
men of valour. And ye shall compass the city, all
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ye men of war, and go round about the city
once. Thus shalt thou do six days. And seven
priests shall bear before the ark seven trumpets
of rams' horns: and the seventh day ye shall
compass the city seven times, and the priests
shall blow with the trumpets. And it shall come
to pass, that when they make a long blast with
the ram's horn, and when ye hear the sound of
the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a
great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall
down flat, and the people shall ascend up every
man straight before him.” (Joshua 6:2-5) Even
when God told him to ask the Israelites to circle
the city of Jericho once a day for seven days and
on the seventh day that they circled round the
city seven times and then shouted that the wall
will fall down, Joshua did not say or think that it
was a dummy military logistic. He followed the
commandment to the details and miracles of
victory followed. The Lord will not put His
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children to shame in the ministry He had
committed into their hands.

Preparation For the Mission

No one builds a mansion without architectural
planning. At planning stage, you will determine
the type of building you want to build. The type
and the size of building will lead to the
determination of the structure and foundation
the building will need. You will determine the
number of rooms, the type of sitting room want,
and so on. You will estimate the number of
blocks needed. The quality of iron structure that
will strengthen the pillar will be determined.
Lastly you will count the cost. You may say that
evangelism does not require architectural design
and perhaps you think foundation is not needed.
Perhaps you are right but proverbially

Whatever may be the case, in the mission of
evangelism, you will surely count the cost. In
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the list of the cost is the time it will take you to
yield to the will of the Heavenly Father. The
cost of sacrifice you must make. There is no
love you extend to humanity that does not cost
you something precious. If it does not cost you
money, it will cost you time. In addition, you
must make provision for insults and rejection.
When somebody shut his door against your face,
do not consider it rude. It is the normal way of
life in Ninevites. Raise the level of your
tolerance, develop a thick skin to absorb their
repulsive attitudes and determine not to give up.
The cost includes equipping self in the wisdom
of the word of God. The major instrument of
your reaching out is to disseminate the gospel of
Jesus Christ to the lost. If the word of God is not
dwelling in you richly, what are you going to
give to the world? Certainly, you cannot give
out something you do not have. You must be
living your Christian life according to the word
of God because Christianity is not a religion; it
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is a way of life. It is this way of life in the Lord
you want to introduce to the people in the word
of God you share with them. Before they can
accept the message, many people would like to
know that you are practicing what you preach.
To some, your life style is the epistle of Jesus
Christ. That was why Christ said, "You are the
salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor,
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for
nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men. You are the light of the
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives
light to all who are in the house. Let your light
so shine before men, that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
(Matthew 5:13-16) If a believer is the
metaphoric spiritual salt and light, it means
Jesus Christ has a great expectation on us. We
cannot afford to disappoint our Savior.
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Prevailing Prayers for the Mission

Giving self into seeking the face of God in
prayer and fasting is very important in reaching
out to the Ninevites. “Now the LORD had
prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And
Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and
three nights.” (Jonah 1:17) Remember that in
those three days of Jonah in the belly of the big
fish, the Heavenly Father tamed him to fast,
tamed him to pray and lastly tamed him to
repent. Beginning with self, we need to lift
ourselves up in prayer for forgiveness that God
may create a new heart in us—the heart of flesh
that will yield to the Lords precepts, the heart
that will perceive situations from the
perscepetive of God; the heart that exudes
mercy; the heart of service and sacrifice to build
the bridge of salvation. In addition, we must
pray that the word of God may be accomplished
with the power of Holy Spirit in order that the
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perishing world may receive the word
wholeheartedly. We must also pray for the
miracle of genuine repentance and divine
transformation in their lives. When the faithful
of the Lord prays, they are indirectly equipping
themselves with spiritual power and at the same
time activating divine help angelic to the
assigned job schedules of the believers. When
God put His seal of approval upon the prayer,
the ministering angels will go to town to shape
the situation around the saints in accordance to
the word of God in order that glory may be
given to God in their endeavors.

Persevering Walk of Faith

This aspect is a two-way approach. In faith you
are taking up a perilous and dangerous
assignment of reaching out to difficult and
violent people with the gospel message in the
righteous spirit of mercy because you have faith

in the Lord that He is merciful unto them. We
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should go to them in the strength of the word of
God and open our mouths and declare His
words. We should embark in this mission with
strong conviction, that with faith, God will
demonstrate His loving-kindness and delivers
their souls. “But without faith it is impossible to
please Him, for he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrew 11:6)
We must be earnestly prayerful and optimistic
for their deliverance and salvation as against
Jonah who was waiting for the axe of judgment
of God to fall upon Nineveh.

Launching Out With God’s Word

It is one thing to conceive of a heart of mercy. It
is another thing to demonstrate it to the
advantage of the intended people. When a
farmer looked at an entangled forest, he sees
fully ripe harvest of grains in his subconscious

mind. But before the result is obtained, he does
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basic things. He converts his vision to action.
He begins by clearing the entangled forest,
cultivates the farmland, plants his choice seeds
and trusts God to bless the efforts. Salvation of
mankind was conceived with the heart of mercy
of God, but it took His Son Jesus Christ to
implement it on earth. While Jesus Christ is
right now sitting in the right hand of the Living
God, you are His hope for the continuity of the
work of salvation for the entire world. Your
eyes are His, to behold the horrific situations of
mankind and consider that something should be
done to come to their rescue. Your hands are
His to execute His anointed efforts in order to
turn around the deplorable situations of
mankind. Your legs are His to walk through the
length and breadth of the earth to sow the
precious seed of gospel messages. He had come
to this world and had inculcated His attributes in
you. He had duplicated Himself in your
personality. You will notice that most of the
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miracles of Jesus Christ and the apostles
occurred during the mission of evangelism.
Perhaps you are wondering why the present
world does not experience miracles as of old.
The answer is, “May be the present days’
believers did not sow in a good ground like of
old.” If we do it the way it should be done, we
will achieve the desired result. God is still
faithful in this doubtful generation. “If we are
unfaithful, he remains faithful, for he cannot
deny who he is.” (2 Timothy 2:13) You are not
saved in order to be the candidate of the His
Heavenly Kingdom alone. You are not equipped
with the anointing of Holy Spirit for the purpose
of locking the anointing in the cupboard. You
are saved to serve in the vineyard of the Lord.
The diligence of the first twelve apostles was
the reason why we are counted among the elects
today. Therefore, brethren, you have work to do.
Get up in the strength of the word of the Lord
and reach out to the perishing souls.

-52 -



The Jonas in Humanity

Follow Up

Jonah was waiting for the axe of God to fall
upon the Nineveh. He did not realize that his
word was like a seed planted in a good ground.
Being a Prophet, can one say that Jonah did not
understand the efficacy of the coded message of
God to Ninevites that came out of his mouth?
The moment he uttered those living words,
through the power of God, the word melts away
the wickedness of the hearts of the people. They
genuinely repented. And the axe of judgment of
God was removed from the land. But Jonah was
still waiting for the judgment of God upon
Nineveh. He was even angry, and said to God,
“I know that you would not judge these people.
“But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he
became angry. So he prayed to the Lord, and
said, "Ah, Lord, was not this what | said when |
was still in my country? Therefore, | fled
previously to Tarshish; for | know that You are
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a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and
abundant in loving-kindness, One who relents
from doing harm.” (Jonah 4:1-2) Unlike Jonah,
Paul took a different approach. In fact, it was
one of the reasons for the success of his
ministry. Every city Paul visited to preach the
gospel, he went back to see the welfare of the
people. “Then after some days Paul said to
Barnabas, "Let us now go back and visit our
brethren in every city where we have preached
the word of the Lord, and see how they are
doing." (Acts 15:36) Any place that Paul could
not have repeated visit and follow up, he wrote
letter to them. These letters are the various
books of the Bible that richly extended the New
Testament to  expand our  spiritual
understanding.

Follow up is what the entire people of the world
practice but believers seldom practice it. No one
can invest some chunk of dollar in a business
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and literally forgets it and never endeavor to
find out whether the investment had yielded any
returns. In fact, the heart of the investors will
always be on this venture. In the case of a
farmer, he will come back to visit the farmland,
to weed off tares so that wild bush will not
choke the farm plants. In addition, he makes
hedges round about the farm land so that animal
will not destroy the crops. This is also expected
in evangelism mission.

Follow up serves two useful purposes. To the
believer follow-up is an important step after the
seed of the gospel have been sown, in order to
know about the welfare of the people. To
encourage them to stand firmly in the truth that
had been revealed to them. Secondly to clarify
the issues that they do not understand in the
Bible and to see how the physical needs and the
spiritual needs of the converts could be met.
Follow up is a useful purpose to the convert
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because it powerfully confirms the love of God
that manifest in the mission of the evangelist.
Generally, many converts might have read
meaning to the first visit of an evangelist or
missionary as spying activities or any other
ulterior motive. In the second visit and the
subsequent follow-up, the converts will pay
good attention to these servants of the Most
High God, and they will be more convinced that
the mission is a godly one. As a result, they will
open to learn the basic things they should know
about their new life in the Lord.

In addition, not every believer is able to embank
of evangelical mission partly because they are
involved in another aspect of Christian
activities. Some made donation or offered grant
for the laudable mission of evangelism. This is a
spiritual investment. You stand the right to
know where the money has gone to. You need
to demand for evidence that the money have
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been utilized for the intended purposes. You can
approach the group or individual involve in such
a peaceful way. The brethren will give a
progress report of the mission as well and their
follow up plans. Brethren do you know that if
you failed to follow up your converts, one day
God will follow you up and ask, “How did you
perform in the Greatest Commission?” You are
the hope of God for the salvation of the
perishing souls around you. It is my prayer that
you will receive commendation instead of
condemnation on that day. Therefore, make up
your mind beloved and get ready to shake off
the jonahs’ in your life.
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CHAPTER
Word of Wisdom for the
Ninevites of our Days

“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
cry against it; for their wickedness is come
up before me.” (Jonah 1:2) “Arise, go unto
Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it
the preaching that | bid thee.” (Jonah 3:2)
“And should not | spare Nineveh, that great
city, wherein are more than six-score
thousand persons that cannot discern
between their right hand and their left hand;
and also much cattle?” (Jonah 4:17)

Three times in the Book of Jonah God described
Nineveh as a great city. In human
understanding, a great city is an important and
valuable city. Perhaps, in the economic point of
view, the greatness of the city may be in terms
of gigantic architectural beauty of the buildings
and various national edifice in the city. It could
be in terms of the wealth of the nation that are
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accumulated and located in the city like the
chains of big office buildings of powerful
companies in America that are concentrated in
Wall Street in the downtown part of New York.
The greatness of the city is not only determined
by the large surface area of the city. One of the
yardsticks a city can be measured with is the
quality of lives of the city dwellers, the
untapped mineral resources, or precious
stones—the abundant of hidden wealth
deposited in the city, and perhaps the economic
viability of the city. In the historic account of
Nineveh, the city was known as Robber city
because of the piracy activities the city dwellers
were involved in. One can easily deduced that
the city was strategically placed closed to the
highway in the sea that the ships were passing

by.

The greatness of Nineveh was obviously not its
economic viability but the spiritual qualities of
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the people dwelling therein.  The Creator
glaringly sees whatever constituted the
greatness of the city that was obscured unto
man. The Heavenly Father who knew the end
before the beginning, knew about the great men
and women that will emerge from the sinful city
in future. “Declaring the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times the things
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall
stand, and I will do all my pleasure.” (Isaiah
46:10) In their state of ignorance, who can tell
whether they can turn away from their wicked
way. They were still precious to God Almighty
until the people heard the word of God, until the
grace of salvation unto them and until the city
made their stands known unto God whether they
are going to embrace salvation or reject the
hands of fellowship of God.

The heart of repentance of the people of
Nineveh was one of the measures of greatness
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for the city. God was not looking at the
immediate worthless value of the sinful person
that strayed away from Him into the world of
idolatry in Nineveh. He was seeking to recover
the lost glory that man sinfully handed over to
Satan in the city. He was looking for victory
over the archenemy of man. He was looking at
the precious personalities of the generations
unborn that shall come from the perishing souls
if spiritual rescue was timely. The great men
that will become giant of faith and powerful
instruments in the hand of God to bless
humanity are still hidden in the future lineage of
the people of the city. The next Elijah, who will
turn the hearts of man from idolatry worship of
Baal, may come from the savaged great city of
Nineveh. The next evangelist like Paul who
brought the good news to the Gentiles may
come from this city. But the sinful Ninevites
must be rescued first so that the future purpose
of God concerning the generation of the
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perishing people in the city of Nineveh may
manifest. If this city is destroyed now because
of their sin, it means the future greatness of the
great generation of men and women of the city
is obliterated and blotted out completely and the
history of them will never be in existence.

Perhaps we have not got this important point
very well. When God destroyed the sinful
world of Noah, only the family of Noah was
preserved. This family became the nucleus of
all the inhabitants of the earth today. When the
Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, only the
family of Lot was preserved. Out of the
preserved remnant of Sodom and Gomorrah,
two nations—the Moabites and the Ammonites
manifested. Ruth the great, great grandmother
was a Moabite. If Sodom and Gomorrah had
repented, the judgment of God would have been
averted upon them. There would have been
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great men and women that have become part of
the population of the world today.

When the scripture mentioned Nineveh as a
great city, God must have seen the obscured,
unique qualities in the lives of the Ninevites.
Therefore, the word of God continues
persistently and passionately to appeal to the
sinners, the Ninevites of our generation, that
God is beholding something unique in your
greatness. He is waiting for you to make a U-
turn to seek His face so that your unparalleled
greatness can be revealed for His glory. “Have |
any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?
saith the Lord GOD: and not that he should
return from his ways, and live? ” (Ezekiel 18:23)

Someone, a faithful servant of God, quickened
with the impulses of Holy Spirit, must be ready
to be the mouth-piece of God to speak to the
perishing souls in our great cities. And it is

-63-



The Jonas in Humanity

expected that the sinners should take the
advantage of the grace that God had extended to
them and seek to reconcile with God. The
people of Nineveh genuinely repented of their
sins after Jonah vyielded in obedience to the
commandment of God and preach to them.
Even the animals in the city were made to fast
along with their owners. The people prayed that
God might forgive them of their sins. The
mercy of God prevailed, and their sins were
forgiven. The shadow of darkness of sins was
removed over their heads and their lives became
like a bright daylight. The axe of judgment of
God upon their necks was averted. Peace of God
became their portion. The perilous situation of
Nineveh turned around and became a win-win
for Almighty God and the people of the city.

When God forgives a sinner, a new contract of
salvation is entered into with the repented sinner
in the spiritual realm. From that moment, the
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process of spiritual rebuilding will begin in the
life of the sinner. “Then will I sprinkle clean
water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will 1
cleanse you. A new heart also will 1 give you,
and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and
I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put
my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in
my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments,
and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that
| gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my
people, and | will be your God. | will also save
you from all your uncleannesses: and | will call
for the corn, and will increase it, and lay no
famine upon you. And I will multiply the fruit of
the tree, and the increase of the field, that ye
shall receive no more reproach of famine
among the heathen.” (Ezekiel 36:25-30)
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Today we can behold the greatness of many
great cities on earth from the point of view of
Almighty God. Great cities with great potential
but the inhabitants therein are unwittingly living
and operating in great sinfulness. New York is
one of the great cities on earth. New York is the
economic hub of the whole world. Every rich
men and women on earth can trace the wealth to
New York Stock Exchange. The United Nations
that accommodated all the representatives of the
nations on earth is in the city of New York.
There is no nation under earth that does not
have representatives in New York city. From
ordinary person in the street to the important
dignitaries and very important personalities
representing their nations in United Nations and
ambassadors and consuls of so many consulates
of different nationalities are littered in the heart
of Manhattan, New York is a pointer of the
greatness of the city. Not only this, all the idols
and various ideologies of many nations of the
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world are all forcing their evil influence and
negative effects upon the city dwellers in New
York. New York city does not only have a
strong influence upon the rest of the cities in
United States, New York, but also had strong
influence over all other cities in other nations
under heaven. That was why people says,
“When New York sneezes, the whole world
catch the cold.” That is why a great city like
New York that God strategically located in the
center of the nations of the world needs the
faithful mission field evangelists to stand in gap
that the cities of the world may experience
revival in our time like the city of Nineveh.
Under our watch, our beloved city and our
beloved countries must not perish like Sodom
and Gomorrah. Intercessors like Abraham,
Moses and Daniel and obedient and fearless
Evangelists like Elijahs, Elishas and Phillips of
our time should rise and take their mantle of
spiritual responsibilities. We must go and
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preach the gospel to the sinners. “The harvest
truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would
send forth labourers into his harvest.” (Luke
10:2) The Lord of harvest had answered the
prayer of His children. This is our time. The
revival must begin with us. You and | are the
laborers of God that He is counting on to bring
forth the harvest for God’s glory in our cities in
Jesus name, Amen.

Ninevites of our time, please listen to the
appealing voice of God calling you to come
back unto Him. “Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)
The hand of mercy is beckoning unto you to
come unto the Lord and reconcile with Him.
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The Prodigal Son in the Scripture came back to
his father and his father did not reject him.
Instead, his hands of love enfolded the returned
son. He cleansed and clothed him, restored him
to his rightful position as one of the sons in the
family. In the same way our Heavenly Father is
ready to receive you today if you can part way
with worldliness of the sinful world and cling
unto our Savior Jesus Christ. “... now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2)
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CHAPTER
The Merciful God
and Judgmental Jonah

Repentance of Nineveh supposed to bring joy to
Jonah but on the contrary, he was angry that
God forgave the people of the city. He said,
“Ah, Lord, was not this what I said when I was
still in my country? Therefore | fled previously
to Tarshish; for | know that You are a gracious
and merciful God, slow to anger and abundant
in loving-kindness, One who relents from doing
harm.” (Jonah 4:2) There was no doubt that
Jonah truly understood the awesome attributes
of Almighty God. He knew of His graciousness,
His mercy, His longsuffering, His loving-
kindness and lastly His heart of compassion
towards sinners. It is one thing to have clear
knowledge of God and another to appreciate and
apply the knowledge to one’s life. Perhaps this
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was not the first time that Jonah would preach
the word of God to the sinners and God would
forgive them after they had repented. It is like,
what is the essence of sending me to evangelize
the sinner when God had made up His mind to
forgive the sinner. Jonah had knowledge of
God, but he did not understand the power of
grace. He did not know the depth of the mercy
of God that Book of Lamentation says, “never
fails and are new every morning.” “It is of the
LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed,
because his compassions fail not. They are new
every morning: great is thy faithfulness.”
(Lamentation 3:22-23) He did not understand
the gift of God in the salvation of man. “For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the gift of God, not of works,
lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)
It is sad that, all these gracious attributes of God
could not trigger off transformation in the life
Jonah and made him exhibit mercy towards
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others. Yet the word of God came to Jonah, “Is
it right for you to be angry? Obviously, Jonah
had not learnt his spiritual lesson.

At the outskirts of the city, Jonah made a shelter
and sat under waiting for what will become of
the city. Perhaps he was expecting fire and
brimstone like the one that befell Sodom and
Gomorrah. Perhaps he was expecting that a
certain terror or plague would destroy the city.
When miracle of salvation took place, it is not
always visible to humanity, but in the spiritual
realm, the gain of the miraculous salvation of
mankind is tangible and quantifiable. That is
why the angels in heaven are always rejoicing
for the sinners that repent and embraced
salvation. “Likewise, | say unto you, there is joy
in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner_that repenteth. (Luke 15:10) The lost
precious soul had been recovered. The kingdom
of God had been expanded by the brand-new

-72-



The Jonas in Humanity

souls and the kingdom of world diminished and
decreased. This is what Jonah did not
understand.

In addition, perhaps Jonah did not realize that
there is a remarkable difference between God
and man. God is divine but man is natural. The
divine nature of God made Him extend His
magnanimity towards man in terms of
forgiveness, deliverance, kindness, and mercy.
He owns both heaven and earth and He is in
charge and in control of everything in the
universe. He rules and reign over the affairs of
man. Heaven is His throne and the earth is His
footstool. “Thus saith the LORD, The heaven
is_my throne, and the earth is my footstool:
where is the house that ye build unto me? and
where is the place of my rest? For all those
things hath mine hand made, and all those
things have been, saith the LORD: but to this
man will I look, even to him that is poor and of
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a_contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.”
(Isaiah 66:1-2) The LORD hath prepared his
throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth
over all. (Psalm 103:19)

For this reason, God took Jonah to another
spiritual school to open the chapter of love to
meet his need. God beheld his need, and He
mercifully prepared a plant that might provide
cool and comfortable shade for him against the
scourging sun and the dusty east wind. He was
very pleased and happy about this. The
following morning, He prepared a worm that ate
up the plant. The plant became damaged and
withered. During the day, the intensity of the
sun was too much upon Jonah and the vehement
east-wind was so devastating that Jonah wished
he was dead. Then the word of God came to
Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the
plans?” God seems to be telling Jonah that
salvation of the people of Nineveh is like that
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tree that | planted in my wisdom to function in a
righteous way to benefit humanity and be for
Me for a glory. Their destruction will serve
three negative purposes: the eternal destruction
of the people, the loss of godly services they
should have rendered to humanity. And lastly
the annihilation of the yet unborn precious
ministers that would have sprung up from the
off springs of the repented sinners; that would
have lifted my glory among the heathens.

It is yet to come to the understanding of Jonah
that God is not interested in the death of sinners.
“Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked
should die? saith the Lord GOD: and not that
he should return from his ways, and live?”
(Ezekiel 18:23) If God desired the death of all
sinners, Jonah would not have made it out of the
belly of the big fish after his three days sojourn
the belly of the big fish. The graciousness of
God sustained him. He first experienced the

-75 -



The Jonas in Humanity

beauty of salvation before God commanded
him, once again, to go out and become an
instrument of salvation to the people of
Nineveh. The sacrificial nature of the ministry
of Jesus Christ motivated the Apostles to render
sacrificial services in the course of evangelism
missions in the first century evangelical
outreach. They understood that their missions
were not about them but all about the glory of
God.

“Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain
mercy”’ (Matthew 5:5)
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Thanks for taking time to read the Pocket Minister Series. If
you would like to establish a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, please pray the prayer in the box below.
Please note that you are about to make the most important
decision in your life. Please pay attention to details.

Lord Jesus Christ, | know that you are the Son of Living God.
You died for me on the Cross. | know that | have sinned in
my thoughts, words and actions. There are so many good
things | failed to do. There are so many sinful things | have
done. | confess all my wrongdoings and | am truly sorry for
my sinful life. | now turn away from everything | considered
to be sinful. Have mercy upon me, Lord and forgive me all
my sins. You gave your life as a ransom for my soul; |
gratefully give my life to you. | humbly invite you to come into
my life as my Savior to redeem me, and as my Friend to be
with me forever. My Lord and my King, | will serve you all the
remaining years of my life in complete obedience to your
words, Amen.

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all
sincerity of mind, rest assured that angels in Heaven are
rejoicing with you now. We also welcome to the fold of
believers.” Please, there are important things you must
know and the steps you must take. Please get in contact
with a Bible Believing Living Church near you to learn and
know more about the love of God.
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