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ABOUT THE MINISTRY 
 

Christ Light Bearers Inc. is a Christian Publication Ministry that 

God endowed with a vision to reach out with proclamation of 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to the entire world. We 

began our Internet outreach in February 1999 with one 

important goal—to provide positive and inspirational messages, 

as a better and righteous alternative to some of the unsuitable 

and filthy information that are available on the internet today. 

We thank God for helping us to touch the world with the beauty 

of Jesus Christ with our various publications. With 14 

Evangelical Tracts, 12 series of Reflect on This! Books, and 8 

mini-books of Pocket Ministers Series we are trying to 

showcase some of the good things that God is doing in the 

ministry. In addition we publish Weekly Bible Studies, Daily 

Prayer Guide and various Christian Articles on the internet and 

in the newspapers.  

To learn more about this ministry, please visit our website 

www.christlightbearers.com or write us using our contact 

address. 

 

WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
 

Beloved of the Lord you need only one book—the Bible, to read 

and grasp the divine wisdom of God in order to fit in perfectly 

into His Kingdom. And you are blessed with lifetime of sweet 

fellowship of Holy Spirit to guide and empower you with 

understanding, to enlighten your heart so that you may be 

transformed into a golden vessel for the master’s use. A willing 

and yielding spirit is what you need to start. An obedient heart 

and unwavering trust in God will guide you in the journey of life. 

A determined spirit to continue faithfully in righteousness will 

see you through to His righteous side. Why don’t you start 

today? The Holy Spirit will teach you! Use the Reflect on This! 

Series to aid you in your learning. 

 

Michael A. Eleyinafe 

Minister, CLB Ministry 
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Introduction 

 

 
And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two 
brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were 
fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I 
will make you fishers of men. Matthew 4:18-19 

 
I will make you Fishers of men, 

Fishers of men, Fishers of men, 

I will make you Fishers of men, 

If you follow me  . . . 

 

We all sang the song, and the teachers made us act out 

the calling of Peter and Andrew from their fishing 

boat. We did not know what it meant. We only felt 

excited while we were singing, clapping and jumping 

in the children class. The Sunday school activities kept 

us awake and at the same time kept us from bothering 

our parents in the Adult Sunday-School Class. Little 

did we know that God was using these blessed teachers 

to plant precious seed of the word of God in our hearts.  

The seed fell on good ground and over a period of time 

it germinated and bore abundance of fruit. In 

remembrance of our early days in the Sunday-School, 

and in appreciation of the commitment and dedication 

of the faithful Sunday School Teachers and Child 

Evangelists we are sharing the fruit of the precious 

seed in this book. 
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                       CHAPTER 

A Pearl in the Rubble 

 
One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of 
Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and 
listening to the word of God, he saw at the water's edge 
two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were 
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the 
one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a 
little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
people from the boat. When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, "Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch." Simon answered, "Master, 
we've worked hard all night and haven't caught 
anything.  But because you say so, I will let down the 
nets." When they had done so, they caught such a 
large number of fish that their nets began to break. So 
they signaled their partners in the other boat to come 
and help them, and they came and filled both boats so 
full that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw 
this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, "Go away from 
me Lord; I am a sinful man!" For he and his 
companions were astonished at the catch of fish they 
had taken, and so were James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, 
"Don't be afraid; from now on you will catch men." So 
they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and 
followed him. Luke 5:1-11  

 
One really needs to understand the scenario by the lake 

of Gennesaret because of its great importance in this 

1 
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book.  A great multitude were pressing and thronging 

upon Jesus Christ in His ministry as He was going 

about doing good. The people crowded around him for 

a purpose. Some were spiritually hungry and thirsty for 

the sincere milk of the word of life that proceeded out 

of the mouth of Jesus Christ. Some wanted to touch 

Him to receive divine healing. Some wanted to watch 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth at work. Some just wanted to 

witness the next miracle of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Everyone wanted to maintain a close proximity with 

Jesus Christ so that they will not miss any of the 

miracles he would perform. They did not want miss 

any of His rich parables. The multitudes crowded 

round about Him.  
 

Jesus Christ, the King of kings was the greatest 

spiritual celebrity that ever lived. His fame preceded 

His appearance on earth. The prophets of old were 

inspired to speak volume about His birth by the Virgin 

Mary. “Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a 

sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) They 

prophesied about His ministry of mercy. His names 

were declared about 700 years before His birth in 

Bethlehem. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son 

is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 

The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 

and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
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David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 

establish it with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts 

will perform this.” Isaiah 9:6-7) His fame transcended 

His life time on earth and His fame will outlive every 

generation on earth.  
 

The awesome power of God was unfolding on earth. A 

new order that will usher in salvation of mankind was 

manifesting. The merciful Creator was in the mission 

of reconciliation of earth. His mission was to reconcile 

the sinners with the Creator.  
 

It was not like our days when we can gather together in 

a well-organized and a large accommodative capacity 

stadium that can take a vast crowd of people at a time.  

It was not the days of microphones and loudspeakers 

that we are familiar with in the crusade ground that are 

loud enough to reach people at a reasonable distance.  

It was not like our own time when we can sit anywhere 

in the Christian gathering and watch the speaker or the 

performer on a closed-circuit television. It was not like 

our days of telecast when we can watch a vast revival 

program going on in a far away country in our sitting 

room.  It was not the days of our civilization when we 

can create an elevated platform where the large crowd 

of audience can watch the activities that were going on 

the elevated stage.  
 

Two needs arose that needed to be met at the very 

moment.  Jesus Christ was the center focus of the 
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gathering of the great multitude. They wanted to watch 

Him speaking to them and they also wanted to hear His 

word.  A device has to be made that will satisfy these 

two needs. The empty boat of Peter was the perfect 

device. Jesus Christ entered Peter's boat and requested 

that the boat be thrusted a little away from the coast so 

that the position of Jesus Christ may provide a wide 

view for the multitude that was yearning to hear His 

word. At the shore of the Sea of Galilee people 

gathered and they could behold the Master Jesus 

speaking in the wealth of the wisdom of God. The 

fishing boat of Peter became an improvised speaking 

stage for the gathering.  

 

When the wooden fish canoe of Peter was made, no 

one ever realized that the Creator of heaven and earth 

will one day sit in it. Jesus Christ sat in the fishing boat 

of Peter to address the crowd. Perhaps you are 

wondering whether you possess anything that God can 

use.  Of course, you do! The Lord is interested in your 

heart to dwell therein.  The Lord is interested in your 

wisdom and intellect to glorify His holy name.  He is 

interested in your skill and your resources if you can 

make them available to Him like Peter.  He can use 

your legs to reach out and save the people at the verge 

of hell-fire. He will surely appreciate it if you can 

stand in the gap to intercede for the nation and 

individual needs. The Lord can use your time if you 

can lay it before His altar. 
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Nobody knew how long Jesus spoke with the 

multitude. Actually, it was not the length of time that 

matter. What happened after His speech was of a great 

interest to us. At the end of His teaching, Jesus told 

Peter to launch out into the deep and let down his net 

for a draught.  Peter who was a little hesitant said, 

“Master, we have toiled all the night and have taken 

nothing, nevertheless at thy word, I will let down the 

net.” Peter was a professional fisherman; he knew the 

fishing water very well and he knew characteristic of 

the fish. He knew the favorable time that fishes could 

be caught in the water. Thinking like Peter, we would 

say, under normal circumstances, multitude of fishes 

could not be caught in shallow water that is closed to 

the sea-shore at that time of the day. But Peter did not 

let his thought override the directive of Master Jesus 

Christ. Humility and obedience permeate in his mind 

and he yielded to the directive of Jesus Christ. As the 

Master directed, he let down his fishing net and 

miracle of God manifested.  
 

When humility and obedience to the instruction of God 

mingle with faithful action, it produces a miracle. 

Above all, the presence of the Creator overruled the 

circumstances and caused nature to obey His will. The 

anointed power in the word of God took effect and 

uncommon miracle manifested. The fullness of divine 

blessing of God came from absolutely nothing. A great 

multitude of fish was caught, up to the point that the 

fishing net began to break. Peter had to signal to other 
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fishermen on the other boat for help. Their two boats 

were filled up with the great catch of fish and began to 

sink.  
 

A brief analysis of this event reveals that the period 

that Jesus Christ spent in Peter's boat was adequately 

compensated for with the miraculous catch of fish.  It 

is a clear indication that there is no amount of time we 

spent with God that will not be rewarded. No one can 

out-give God in terms of our resources and quality 

time. God is not a consumer, He is a multiplier. Every 

time we spend in the Lord’s services positions us 

closer to Him and prepares us strategically to receive 

His divine blessing. You will not miss your blessing, in 

Jesus name, Amen.  
 

Peter was overwhelmed by this miraculous blessing. 

He fell down at Jesus’ feet and said, “Depart from me, 

for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”  The miracle broke 

Peter down and allowed him to see his sinful 

nakedness.  Perhaps this was the highest number of 

fishes he had ever caught at one throw of net. It was 

like winning a jackpot lottery considering the number 

of fishes and their market value then. Peter possessed 

spiritual insight that revealed the personality and 

divinity of Jesus Christ to him. Peter saw this miracle 

as an eye-opener.  The miracle led Peter to identify the 

awesomeness of God. He beheld the glorious Lord that 

condescended Himself lowly in order to reach Peter at 

his lowest estate. He witnessed the fruit of His divine 

power manifesting in miracles.  
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Jesus beheld rare qualities in Peter.  He beheld a pearl 

among the rubble. He saw obedience, faith and 

humility in action and told him, “Fear not, henceforth 

thou shalt catch men.”   Peter did not say, “I -- I will 

think about it.” He accepted the calling out-rightly. 

Although Peter appreciated the divine blessing that the 

miracle brought, he placed greater value on the Giver. 

He completely surrendered all. In other words, he left 

the abundant provision of fish along with the fishing 

boat and followed the Provider. That was the smartest 

decision.  
 

The impeccable characters of Simon Peter, his 

integrity, honesty and spiritual foresightedness 

influenced Peter’s business partners. His decision to 

follow Jesus Christ influenced James and John. They 

also saw the situation from the point of view of Peter 

and left everything to follow Jesus Christ. “So they 

pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and 

followed him. (Luke 5:11) An important question we 

need to ask ourselves, “Do we know that our lives are 

points of reference to some people? Many people that 

we are not aware of are watching us. If you are 

righteous person and you are an individual with 

impeccable character, people will identify you with 

these unique attributes. They will deal with you in the 

understanding of your characters. “Ye are the salt of 

the earth …” “Ye are the light of the world.” (Matthew 

5:13-14) Many people are supposed to be seeing with 

the bright light of the gospel of Jesus Christ that 
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manifests in our godly Christian conducts.  Many lives 

are expected to be sweetened by the salt of the Lord in 

us. Peter led his companions to Christ obviously by his 

consistent sacrificial and selfless Christlike life.    

 

Other Gospels of Jesus Christ reported the calling of 

Peter differently but the undeniable fact was that when 

Peter encountered the Savior, Jesus Christ said to him, 

“Follow me, I will make you fishers of men.” This 

statement is pregnant with meaning. It was like when a 

rich man comes across a poor man and tells him, “I 

will make you rich.” It was like Jesus Christ was 

saying to totally broken down; “I will gather your 

pieces together and use it for my glory.” Or on the 

other hand, it was like He was telling Peter, “You are a 

raw material in my hand, your past does not determine 

the value of your future in my hand, I will turn you 

around to a brand new and beautiful finished product.” 

Peter was the number one pick in the list of apostles of 

Jesus Christ. He was a fisherman, a stark illiterate. 

According to human standards, he could be regarded as 

unteachable and perhaps be rejected for this type great 

calling. But Jesus understood better. He is the Creator. 

He is the Lord that does not think like men. He does 

not choose His elects by their physical appearance, 

neither did He call His servants because of their 

acquired wisdom called education. The word of God in 

Isaiah 55:8 confirms this, “For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts neither are your ways my ways.” 
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Jesus began the shaping and molding of Peter to 

become what He wanted him to be—a golden vessel 

for the master’s use. The laudable purpose of Jesus 

Christ concerning the life of Peter leads us to the 

comparison of Fisherman and Fisher of men. 
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                          CHAPTER 

Comparison of Fishermen 

and Fishers of Men 

 

We learn from the scripture that the main occupation 

of the patriarchs was tending the flock of animals.  

Beginning from Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and his 

families up to David they were shepherds. “And 

Pharaoh said unto his brethren, What is your 

occupation? And they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants 

are shepherds, both we, and also our fathers.” 

(Genesis 47:3) The aim of these shepherds was not 

only to rear these animals for living. They were 

passionate about their job.  They considered it their 

primary duty to protect and care for these animals. The 

animals look upon them for direction and protection.  

Amazingly, each of these great men of God bore the 

spiritual mantle of God leadership in their generation. 

Perhaps this was the major occupation during their 

time.  The shepherd job entails caring and protecting 

and obviously, this was the basic training and inherent 

nature that all these leaders must possess before they 

can be elevated to become leaders that can care and 

protect a nation. “He chose David also his servant, and 

2 
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took him from the sheepfolds: from following the ewes 

great with young he brought him to feed Jacob his 

people, and Israel his inheritance. So he fed them 

according to the integrity of his heart; and guided 

them by the skilfulness of his hands.” (Psalm 78:70-

72) We do not know why our Lord Jesus Christ chose 

His first three disciples among the fishermen 

occupation as against the well tested occupation of 

shepherd.   

Our Lord Jesus Christ described Himself as the Good 

Shepherd and His disciples His sheep. “I am the good 

shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 

mine.” (John 10:14) The two occupations entail 

calculated patience and perseverance. The shepherds 

face the peril of foxes and other dangerous animals in 

the shepherd field while the fishermen face the peril of 

the storm in the fishing water.  The profit of the 

shepherd comes from the increase of the sheep they 

breed. The profit of the fisherman comes from the 

number of fishes they can catch.  Obviously shepherd 

occupation is about leadership in the hostile 

environment and fishing occupation is about hunting in 

perilous environment.    

 

Fishing is an occupation and fisherman is an 

profession. A fisherman fishes as a means of his 

livelihood. It is a skill one learns from another 

professional fisherman. In the modern day fishing 

profession, some go to school of fishery to learn the 

trade of fishing. In this learning institution, 
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they study the ecology, culture and characteristics of 

some number of fishes in order to know their behavior 

and their responses to seasonal changes of weather. 

The fishery students learn how they can possible 

populate some fishes in the man-made pond. They 

learn about the rate of reproduction of some fishes as 

well as the favorable water temperature the fishes can 

be cultured. The main motive perhaps may be to 

determine their nutritional value that may lead to the 

economic advantage of the fishes. The economic 

advantage is the reason some organizations farm for 

high nutritional fishes like salmon that bring forth a lot 

of revenue to the organization. Some, on the other 

hand, fish to relax and pass away time during vacation.  

 

Conversely, fisher of men is a spiritual calling. It is 

yielding in obedience to the calling of God in the life 

of servant of God. Fisher of men mainly depends on 

divine enlightenment of the Holy Spirit in terms of 

inspiration, guidance and revelation. Fisher of men 

may choose to engage in theological studies to 

improve upon his calling. However, this is not the 

qualification that warrants the calling. Obedience to 

the calling of God, availability to the shaping and 

molding in the hand of Master Builder and a resolute 

commitment to excel determines how far one will go in 

the vineyard of God.   

 

The center of operation of fisherman is in the water, in 

the abode of the fishes. That is why fishermen go into 

the high sea in the fishing boat with modern fishing 
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equipment to fish. Conversely, fishers of men follow 

the guidance of the Holy Spirit, without fishing 

equipment, but with the anointed word of God and the 

grace of Jesus Christ, to the sea of worldliness, where 

sin abounds, in order that the divine intervention of 

God may manifest deliverance and salvation in the life 

of people that are currently in the clutches of Satan. 

(Phillip, Paul and Barnabas example) Acts 8:26-31; 

Acts 13:2. A fisherman catches fish by entangling 

them with a woven fishing net, but fishers of men 

catch men by loosing them from the entanglement of 

Satanic evil network through the anointed power of the 

word of God. Fishermen make merchandise of the fish 

they caught. They ended up in the high class 

restaurants and high standard hotels as part of the sea-

food menu. Some of the fishes ended up as pepper 

soup in the pot of the fisherman. Conversely by the 

virtue of grace, fishers of men apply processes of 

salvation to set free those people who are in the 

clutches of Satan and his evil forces so that they can 

thrive in the abundant peace and blessing of Almighty 

God.  

 

Fishermen must be physically fit because they have to 

engage in a fierce battle against the storm in the high 

sea and paddle their canoe as fast as they can when the 

need arises and also exert tremendous energy in 

launching the fishing net in the high sea. Similarly, 

fishers of men must be spiritually fit because “the 

weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
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through God to the pulling down of strong hold.” (II 

Corinthians 10:4-5) Before each expedition, fishermen 

must mend their torn net and have some hours of sleep 

because of the long night they will spend in the high 

sea. Likewise, fishers of men must reach out to the 

Throne of Grace on their bended knees to consider 

their ways before God, seek the face of the Father in 

prayer and ask for forgiveness of their sins. They also 

lift up the people they will minister to before God, that 

their hearts may be prepared for the word, that they 

may possess listening and understanding spirit. They 

will also pray that the spiritual seed that they are about 

to sow will fall upon a spiritually fertile good ground 

so that it can germinate and bear fruit.  They will also 

pray that the territory where they are about to sow the 

seed of the word of God may be cleared of evil forces 

so that the territorial evil agents will not frustrate the 

righteous efforts of the fishers of men. But while men 

slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the 

wheat, and went his way (Matthew 13:25)   

 

Love, commitment, faithfulness and sacrifice are 

required in the calling of fishers of men to reach out to 

the lost and minister to the perishing one. In addition to 

this, fishers of men must exercise follow-up activities 

in those places they have visited that the fruit of the 

saved may endure. The love that a fisherman has for 

the fish ends in a pot of soup or when the fish is 

exchanged for its worth of monetary unit value. Any 

sacrifice the fisherman renders in the course of fishing 

is in the interest of the money he will derive from the 
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effort. Commitment is optional for a fisherman and in 

some cases, it is not necessary. A fisherman can even 

take a vacation. There is always a fish to be caught 

whenever fishing expedition is conducted. On the 

contrary, it is dangerous for fishers of men to take 

vacation from their calling because souls will be lost or 

perish whenever gospel outreaches stops or halts as a 

result of lack of commitment. Like the wolves that are 

prowling for their prey, Satan always capitalizes on 

slight opportunity of slackness of the shepherd to strike 

in the midst of flock.  

 

One of the major differences between fishermen and 

fishers of men is the preservation of their catch.  

Fishermen do not go after dead fish in the sea. But 

unfortunately, when they catch fish alive, it becomes 

dead in their hands.  Even if they could temporarily 

keep the fishes alive in an aquarium or any other 

device for keeping fish, it eventually ends up dead.  

Fishers of men go after the spiritually dead or ailing 

men and women. They provide them with the light of 

the gospel in order to lead them to Jesus Christ. When 

the spiritually dead and sin-sick people encounter Jesus 

Christ, whatever has been pronounced dead in their 

spirit becomes resurrected and lives forever. Fishers of 

men nurture their catch with the food of the Spirit, 

which is word of God, and preserve them with the 

power of the Holy Spirit. They lift the converts to God 

in prayer that the hand of God may be upon them so 

that they will not stray away into the desert of the 
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worldly. The converts that have experienced the joy of 

salvation feel that they owe it as a duty to minister the 

gospel of Jesus Christ to others. That is how the fishers 

of men increase in number. At long last, when physical 

death comes, the fishers of men and their enduring 

catch with a new name Christians or believers end up 

in the eternity of rest in Heaven, in the bosom of 

Abraham. We can now appreciate the thoughtfulness 

of our Lord Jesus Christ who promised Peter to make 

him fishers of men. 
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                         CHAPTER 

Look unto Me 

I will live up to My Name 
 
 

Elijah challenged the priests of Baal in kingdom of 

Ahab and said, “Call ye on the name of your gods, and 

I will call on the name of the Lord:  and the God that 

answereth by fire, let Him be God.” (I Kings 18:24) 

This might have been a great challenge to the heathens 

but certainly it was not a power show. There were 

issues of spiritual decadency in Israel.  The glory of 

God was at stake. People were perishing both 

physically and spiritually because of the idolatry 

abomination that had engulfed the nation and also as a 

result of the unprecedented draught in the nation. God 

wanted to turn the hearts of the Israelites back to the 

Living God. That was why the people needed to know 

the true God by this challenge. It was not that the 

righteous doubted the divinity of God. Elijah was so 

sure about the awesome power and ability of God 

when he made this statement. This phrase came into 

existence in order that the Israelites and the Baal 

worshipers may know that there is only one Almighty 

God, who the whole world should reverence. 

3 
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In a way, the life style of Peter, one of the apostles of 

Jesus Christ almost reflects this statement. Something 

in particular always motivates people before taking a 

certain decision. Typical of the consistent trend of the 

usual ways God called His servants, the calling of the 

servants of the Heavenly Father always come along 

with His enviable covenant. Covenant came along with 

the calling of Noah and Abraham. The job schedule of 

Moses was clearly stated and the accompanied 

presence of Almighty God assured Him before he 

accepted the mantle of leadership of Israel. It was not 

the appealing covenant that motivated Peter to follow 

Jesus Christ. Peter was not looking for one solution to 

any problem nor desired any divine intervention in his 

life before he clung unto the Lord.  

 

Perhaps in his subconscious mind Peter tried to 

visualize the awesomeness of God, but he could not 

find an end to His unlimited ability. Peter could not 

compare the magnitude of God’s ability with anything 

man can imagine.  If Peter could measure the breadth 

and length of the ability of Jesus Christ or if at any 

point he was not sure about his calling, he would not 

have followed Jesus Christ directly from the fishing 

boat without establishing a concrete contractual 

relationship with Christ. Obviously Peter’s enthusiasm 

and willingness to follow Him can be interpreted thus: 

“Wherever our Lord Jesus Christ leads he would 

follow.” Other than making him a fisher of men, there 

were no material promises attached to his calling. 
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Obviously unparalleled living faith was at work in the 

life of Peter concerning the way he perceived his 

relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto 
them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw 
him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is 
a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway 
Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is 
I; be not afraid. And Peter answered him and said, 
Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the 
water. And he said, Come. And when Peter was come 
down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to 
Jesus. But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was 
afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, 
save me. And immediately Jesus stretched forth his 
hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of 
little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? And when they 
were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then they 
that were in the ship came and worshipped him, 
saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. (Matthew 
14:25-31)   

 

In the fourth watch of the night, perhaps in the dawn of 

the morning when one can hardly see the detailed lines 

of the palm of his hand, Jesus Christ was walking on 

the Sea towards the disciples. The disciples could not 

imagine that it could be a human being because no 

man was ever seeing walking on the sea before. They 

concluded in their superstitious belief that it was a 

‘spirit.’ Fear of the unknown situation engulfed them.  

 

As a professional fisherman, Peter knew the nature of 

the sea. He knew that there is no platform that supports 
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anyone to walk on the sea. More so the eyes of their 

mind did not see Jesus Christ in the strange situation. 

Then they heard the Lord’s voice, saying, “Be of good 

cheer; it is I; be not afraid.” When Christ spoke to 

them, their fearful mindedness changed and their 

confidence returned.  It did not end there. To Peter, his 

fear turned to opportunity. There and then, he saw an 

opportunity to set a goal for himself and said within 

him in good conscience, “I will attain the divine ability 

of the Master and be able to do what He is doing.” 

Faith led him to step into the opportunity of the season, 

and he put into use all the knowledge of Jesus Christ 

he possessed. Peter knew that wherever Jesus Christ is 

there is protection, and salvation is sure. Peter also 

knew that Jesus Christ would not turn his request 

down.   

 

The same living faith led Peter to place a demand on 

the ability of Christ and said, “If it be thou, bid me to 

come unto thee on the water!” And the Lord 

responded, “Come!” Note that Peter did not step into 

the water until he heard an affirmative response from 

Jesus Christ. Still on Peter’s knowledge about Jesus 

Christ, he knew that the word of our Lord Jesus Christ 

is self anointed and manifests power instantly once it is 

declared.  Our Lord bade Peter to come. “The steps of 

a good man are ordered by the Lord.” (Psalm 37:23) 

Upon the express permission of Jesus Christ, Peter 

stepped into the water and began to walk towards Jesus 

Christ on the sea.   
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Brethren, we cannot really appreciate the magnitude of 

the miracle of walking on the water until we 

understand the intricacies of walking on the surface of 

the land. Jesus Christ bade Peter to come aboard to him 

on water. It was not ordinarily as easy as we think. 

When a man is standing or walking on a solid 

platform, the platform is exerting equal or more 

resistant against the weight of the person. In scientific 

expression, we call it the Newton’s laws of motion, 

“for every action there is an equal and opposite 

reaction.”  Jesus Christ, the Creator of the universe 

caused the thin surface tension of water to exert the 

force, which was equal to the weight of Peter for every 

step he took towards Him on the sea. On the strength 

of faith, Peter walked on the water towards Jesus 

Christ to become the first man after Jesus Christ to 

walk on the surface of water.  

 

Every step of Peter on the sea was a manifestation of 

God’s faithfulness. Peter was not walking on the sea 

by his will power or by an acquired skill, but this 

miraculous feat was possible because Jesus approved 

the desire of Peter. “For I know the thoughts that I 

think towards you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace 

and not of evil, to give you an expected end. (Jeremiah 

29:11) It is the will of God to fulfill the desire of the 

people that fear him. “He will fulfill the desire of them 

that fear him: he also will hear their cry, and will save 

them.” (Psalm 145:19) The moment Jesus bade Peter 

to come; the angels in the spiritual realm were spurred 
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into action. They were sent on assignment to keep 

charge over the situation. “For he shall give his angels 

charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. They 

shall bear thee up in their hands …” (Psalm 91:11-12) 

The angel was bearing the weight of Peter as he 

walked on and every step he took on the sea, he was 

balancing on the palm of an angel as if he was walking 

on a solid land until he began to doubt.  

 

As a fisherman he spent the best part of his life on the 

water in the fishing boat. Perhaps at that very moment 

he thought and said, “This can’t be me. Am I 

dreaming?” Maybe he momentarily looked down at the 

surface of the sea rather than focusing Jesus Christ?  

There was one important fact that eluded Peter at this 

moment. It may be impossible for the fish in the ocean 

to swim on the land. Further still, it may also be 

impossible for a man to walk on the sea, but it is 

possible for the fisher-of-men that looks onto Jesus 

Christ by faith, to walk on the sea, especially when the 

Master orders his steps and bids him to come.  

 

As student of the Bible let us put side by side and 

consider the benefit of covenant compared with the 

benefit of faith. Covenant is a spiritual contract 

between at least two parties, in this case between the 

Heavenly God and man, which require effective 

performance from both parties in order that man may 

reap the benefit of the covenant.  The performance of 

covenant may be easy on the part of our 



Look unto Me 

I will live up to My Name 

- 25 - 

 

Heavenly Father because He is the Creator, but it is not 

easily fulfilled on the part of mankind because of the 

inherent sinful nature of man. Israelites operated under 

the covenant and the revelation of the law of God, yet 

no one can be singled out of achieving excellent 

performance.  They struggled in sin and all kinds of 

spiritual encumbrances throughout the period of the 

patriarchs, the prophets and the kings.  The Lord God 

Almighty is a faithful Father.  He is faithful to every 

letter of the covenant He had with His servants.  But 

the bitter truth about this covenant is that no one is 

found to be justified by the covenant.  If not because of 

the mercy of God, no one would have been spared. 

Although the covenant of God is perfect according to 

the blessed intentions of God, but it is limited to the 

blessings pronounced for its fulfillment. There is no 

limit to the blessing of faith. Although the Patriarchs 

were in covenant with God, they were not living only 

on the motivation of its attached blessing.  

Abraham and his posterities who were under the 

mantle of the covenant of their father were all living by 

faith. “But that no man is justified by the law in the 

sight of God, it is evident: for, the just shall live by 

faith.” (Galatians 3:11). That is why the miracle of 

salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ is only attainable by 

grace through faith. “For by grace are ye saved 

through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 

of God.” (Ephesians 2:8) Most of the people that 

experience unprecedented miracles in the New 
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Testament came through the faith they exhibited. 

When Jesus Christ told the Syrophenician woman that, 

“It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast 

it to dogs. And she said, “Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat 

of the crumbs which fall from their masters' table. 

Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, 

great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And 

her daughter was made whole from that very hour.” 

(Matthew 17:26-28) This faithful woman, a gentile, 

who can be described as an outsider to the 

commonwealth of the blessing of Abraham, by faith 

she did not mind to settle for the crumbs as long as it 

comes from the Master’s table. She received her 

miracles. The centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy 

that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the 

word only, and my servant shall be healed.” (Matthew 

8:8) Our Lord Jesus Christ was marveled at the faith of 

the centurion. He said, “Verily I say unto you, I have 

not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.” (Matthew 

8:10) And the faith of the centurion brought healing to 

his servant.  The perfect basis of our relationship with 

God in our Christian journey is by faith.  “But without 

faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh 

to God must believe that he is, and that he is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek him. (Hebrews 

11:6)  

As earlier stated, covenant is a spiritual contract. Like 

every contract, no outsider who is not named in a 

contract can benefit from its profit unless the right of 
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one of the party to the contract is assigned to the 

outsider. Conversely, faith is a spiritual general offer to 

all humanity, and anyone who can walk in the living 

faith can reap the blessings of the promises of the word 

of God. Obviously there seems to be some limitations 

in covenant but there is no limitation to those who are 

walking by faith.  The offer of salvation was extended 

to all humanity who will act in the strength of faith. 

Jesus Christ said, “For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 

3:16) One thing that is common to all people that 

experienced the miracles of Jesus Christ is faith. Peter 

and the rest of the fishers of men came to Jesus Christ 

in the platform of faith.  Diligently they walked along 

with the Lord, their immeasurable reward that is far 

greater than their imaginations manifested in the 

course of their journey with the Master. Although Peter 

might not be able to explain his motivation why he 

gladly and joyfully followed Jesus Christ but his 

spiritual insight and his desire to walk with the Lord 

was entrenched in the living faith he exhibited. 
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                       CHAPTER 

The Journey with the Master 
 
 

How far did Peter, one of the fishers of men, think he 

would go with Jesus when he stepped out of his boat?  

No doubt he did not have a clue.  When we decide to 

leave the world behind to follow the Savior and say 

‘no turning back,’ we do not know the magnitude of 

the powerful decision. In other words, when we carry 

our cross and follow Jesus Christ, we undertake an 

important journey of a great magnitude with the 

Master. When the Master is leading in the journey of 

our life there is no end to where his loving kindness 

may lead us. We must be eager and excited to follow 

Him because at every step we take with Him, there are 

new things to learn. The much desired understanding 

that has been eluding the world from the beginning of 

ages is about to be revealed in a new dimension. Yokes 

are about to be broken in the life of many and there is 

another glory of God that is at the verge of revelation. 

Certainly you can never be bored if you are journey on 

with our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

4 
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And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and 
John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high 
mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: 
and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment 
was white as the light. And, behold, there appeared 
unto them Moses and Eliastalking with him. Then 
answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good 
for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three 
tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and 
one for Elias. While he yet spake, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of 
the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him. And when the 
disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were 
sore afraid. And Jesus came and touched them, and 
said, Arise, and be not afraid. And when they had 
lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus 
only. And as they came down from the mountain, 
Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no 
man, until the Son of man be risen again from the 
dead. (Matthew 17:1-9) 

 

Peter woke up one day the way every one of us crawls 

out of our bed sluggishly every day. And Jesus Christ 

called him and other two beloved disciples, James and 

John, and led them to the high mountain. Perhaps they 

thought it was going to be another prayer time, or 

healing miracle day or another powerful sermon on the 

mountain. Far greater than their expectations, they 

were opened to a mysterious vision of Heaven. The 

Bible does not enumerate how it happened. We do not 

know whether prayer preceded the mysterious vision. 

We do not know whether song of praise and worship 

session on the mountain led to the transfiguration. But 

in a journey with the Master, wonders can never end. 
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They were enveloped with wonders from above. 

Heaven came down in their presence. The countenance 

of our Lord Jesus Christ changed. The face of Jesus 

Christ was shinning like the brightness of sun and His 

raiment (his clothes) was like source of brilliant light. 

The transfiguration of Jesus Christ took place and the 

glimpse of glory of Jesus Christ was revealed in their 

presence. A new dimension of understanding of Christ 

divinity was revealed to the disciples.  
 

Peter, James and John were elevated to behold this 

glorious vision. Moses and Elijah appeared in a 

glorious splendor talking with Jesus Christ. There are 

important facts that we must bear in mind in this divine 

appointment. Moses was one of the patriarch fathers 

that God used to deliver the Israelites from the hand of 

their taskmasters in the land of Egypt. Moses passed 

away thousands of years before Jesus Christ was born 

in Bethlehem. His death upon the Mount Nebo was 

mysterious and only God knew his burial ground. 

 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto 
the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is 
over against Jericho. And the LORD showed him 
all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, And all Naphtali, 
and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all 
the land of Judah, unto the utmost sea, And the 
south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the 
city of palm trees, unto Zoar. And the LORD said 
unto him, This is the land which I sware unto 
Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I 
will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to 
see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over 



The Making of Fishers of Men 

 

 - 32 - 

thither. So Moses the servant of the LORD died 
there in the land of Moab, according to the word of 
the LORD. And he buried him in a valley in the 
land of Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no man 
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.  
(Deuteronomy 34:1-6)  

 

So also the ministry of Elijah took place in Israel about 

nine hundred years before Christ was born. Elijah was 

a powerful prophet. He was popularly known as 

prophet of fire because he called the fire of God from 

heaven to light his burnt offering. “Hear me, O LORD, 

hear me, that this people may know that thou art the 

LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back 

again. Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed 

the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and 

the dust, and licked up the water that was in the 

trench.” (1 Kings 18:37-38)  He also called fire from 

heaven to consume the two captains of fifty and their 

fifties that King Ahaziah sent to arrest him. (2 Kings 

1:9-12) Prophet Elijah was an uncommon instrument 

in the hand of God at the peak of sinfulness among 

Israelites in the kingdom of Ahab. He came as a voice 

of judgment against sinful nation and also to turn back 

the hearts of Israelites once again to God. Elijah did 

not experience normal physical death common to 

mankind. He was taken to heaven by the chariot of 

fire. “And it came to pass, as they still went on, and 

talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, 

and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and 

Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.”(2 Kings 

2:11)  
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We may be wondering about the significance of 

transfiguration and perhaps also wondering what they 

were discussing with Jesus Christ. Was this a divine 

briefing of Moses and Elijah concerning their 

experiences with humanity? Certainly, the wonderful 

three have one important thing in common—salvation. 

Moses was the instrument that God used to lead the 

Israelites out of Egypt. Elijah was one of the prophets 

that God used to deliver the hearts of the Israelites 

from the idolatry of Baal. Moses represented the law of 

God in the Old Testament and Elijah represented the 

word of prophets. The ministries of the two are shadow 

of things to come, but Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of 

their purposes on earth. Their presence with Jesus 

Christ at the Transfiguration confirmed the Jesus’ 

Messianic mission to fulfill God’s law and the word of 

the prophets. “Think not that I am come to destroy the 

law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to 

fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17) Furthermore, the foundation of 

Christianity was built on apostles and prophets and 

Jesus Christ Himself is the chief corner stone. 

(Ephesians 2:20-22) 

 

Another important thing to note in Transfiguration was 

that Jesus Christ was discussing with the living and not 

the dead. Although the Bible reports the death of 

Moses but his burial ground was not known. 

(Deuteronomy 34:6) His appearance in Transfiguration 

is brilliant evidence that the spirit of righteous lives on. 

Elijah was taken to Heaven by the chariot of fire. (II 
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Kings 2:11) These two powerful men of God appeared 

in the transfiguration of Jesus Christ before Peter, 

James, and John—fishers of men—some of the 

disciples that God used as an instrument to establish 

the Church of Jesus Christ. The countenance of Lord 

Jesus Christ was awesome. It was shining like the sun 

and his clothes as white as the light. Imagine the 

gracious privilege of beholding the awesome glimpse 

of glory of Jesus Christ.  

 

The bliss of the divine vision was so overwhelming 

that Peter said, “Lord it is good for us to be here, if 

thou will let us make here three tabernacles, one for 

thee and one for Moses and one for Elias.” Instantly 

while Peter was speaking, a bright cloud enveloped 

them. And heaven opened the second time in the 

ministry of Jesus Christ (the first time was during His 

baptism) but this time, to a privilege few. The same 

voice of God that called Moses on Mount Horeb from 

the burning bush, the same voice from the cloud over 

Mount Sinai that gave Moses authority to His law, the 

same voice of God from the cloud at transfiguration 

confirmed and endorsed the divinity of Jesus Christ 

saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 

well pleased. Listen to him!” They were overwhelmed 

by the awesome glory of the presence of God. They 

could not stand the brightness of the glory. They all 

fell face down until Jesus Christ touched them to wake 

up. The disciples were terrified. They perceived they 

were in the presence of God.  
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Let us take stock of the divine experience of the fishers 

of men in one day: 

 

• They beheld the glory of Christ. 

• They beheld Moses one of the Patriarch Fathers 

and Elijah one of the powerful servants of God. 

He witnessed the conversation between them 

and Jesus Christ. 

• They felt the touch of the presence of Almighty 

God when His glory overshadowed them. 

• They heard the thundering voice of God from 

the cloud of his glory. 

 

One may wonder and ask, “Why was the 

transfiguration experience revealed to Peter and the 

two other apostles?” The answer to this question will 

lead us to the plan that God had for each one of us. 

Jesus Christ knew the scope of the calling of the 

disciples and what He was preparing them to be. We 

often hear today that the New Testament has been 

established and that the Old Testament is no longer 

binding on the New Testament Christians. It is funny 

that some brethren sing and claim, “Abraham blessings 

are mine,” and yet they do not want to have anything 

to do with the Old Testament. Funny still, these 

brethren claim and stand on the divine promises of 

God that are loaded in the Old Testament whenever 

they are at the cross road of their lives. This is a 

misleading assertion. First of all, the testament of God 

is an everlasting testament. Abraham was blessed 
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during in the Old Testament but Jesus Christ is the 

ultimate manifestation of the Abraham blessing in the 

New Testament. The New Testament is a better 

testament because of the clause of ‘grace,’ but its 

establishment should not be misconstrued to be a 

destruction of the Old Testament because the 

fundamental principles of the old and the new remain 

the same. Transfiguration experience revealed that God 

is one and also the mission of salvation is also one and 

for the glory of the same and only one God. The Old 

Testament revealed, but New Testament fulfilled. 

 

Jesus Christ cautioned the disciples not to reveal the 

privileged glimpse of glory to anyone until the Son of 

Man has been raised from the dead. Why? It is simply 

because the revelation was a privileged information 

for privileged children of God. 



- 37 - 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                               CHAPTER 

The Code of Salvation 
 
 

 

There are many ways that God is speaking to mankind 

and yet we are not paying detailed attention to His 

spoken words that is coming to us loud and clear.  God 

always speak to man through the nature and abundance 

of things we see every day around us.   

 

One of the common things we see every day is a door. 

Of course we all know that the purpose of a door is to 

prevent an unauthorized access to an entrance. Every 

door has a key for security purposes. It can be an iron 

key or in the modern time, electronic key.  Most of the 

hotels in the cities are opened by film-layered plastic 

key. Anything that is behind the door or secured by a 

lock is somehow important and precious.  

 

In order to obtain adequate protection over our money 

in the bank and the ATM machines the financial 

institution secured our assets with electronic lock 

called pin numbers. The heavy metal safes in our 

offices and the personal safes in our homes where we 

keep our important documents and valuable possession 

5 
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are always secured with password. To secure the 

information in our computers or laptops we employed 

the usage of password.  

 

At times key to an entrance may not be made of iron or 

copper, it may not be a password either. It may be a 

pre-documented answer to an automatically generated 

question.  This is typical to Western Union Financial 

Services. In the money transfer document of this 

organization, the client are required to document the 

question and answer on the document to prevent 

misrepresentation at the other end and to ensure that 

the right beneficiary to the money transferred cashes it.   

 

When God told Moses to go back to Egypt to lead 

Israelites out of Egypt to the Promised Land, he asked 

God an important question. “And Moses said unto 

God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel, 

and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath 

sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his 

name? what shall I say unto them? And God said unto 

Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou 

say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto 

you. And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt 

thou say unto the children of Israel, the LORD God of 

your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 

and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this is 

my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all 

generations.” (Exodus 3:13-15) When Moses came to 

Egypt the elders of Israelites in Egypt asked him the 
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name of the God of their fathers. Moses responded as 

the Lord had revealed to him. The name of the Lord 

was the key that empowered Moses and paved an 

entrance of leadership for him over Israelites.  This 

was the introductory name of God that Moses took to 

Israelites before they believed and accepted him as 

their leader. No one among the elders of Israelites 

asked any question about his forty years of exiles after 

the revelation of the name of God.  

 

But after Pharaoh rejected the “Let my people go,” 

request of Moses, Pharaoh afflicted the Israelites and 

increased their labors. And Moses went back to God 

and sought His face. God spoke to Moses, “I am the 

Lord. And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac and 

unto Jacob by the name of God Almighty, but my name 

Jehovah was I not known to them.” (Exodus 6:1-3) 

With this revelation, series of powerful and miraculous 

events followed. The revelation of the name 

JEHOVAH brought joy to the Israelites and glory to 

God. The devastating effect of the name resonated in 

the kingdom of Pharaoh and made the Egyptians 

realized and recognized that there was God in Israel 

that delivered His children with an out stretched hands.  

 

When the name Jehovah was revealed to Moses, a new 

order was established on Earth. In the spiritual realm 

the deliverance of Israelites was established. The 

defeat of their enemies was decreed and the numerous 

needs of the Israelites in the course of their forty years 
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journey in the wilderness, which were not known to 

them at that moment, were established and made 

available for them in the spiritual realm hence forth. 

The faithful Father lived up to His name. One 

important principle we have to bear in mind is that, 

whenever the children of God are led to a revelation, 

God intends to use it to bless them. 

 

As key is very relevant in our day to day secular 

activities, in the same manner, spiritual key is very 

relevant for our spiritual relationship with our 

Heavenly Father. The same is the experience of the 

fishers of men who were journey on with our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

The day of reckoning was getting near.  The end of His 

ministry was at hand and yet there are many things the 

disciples did not know. The words of Jesus Christ were 

at times misunderstood by the disciples who should 

have had clear understanding of the mission of mercy 

of Jesus Christ. Several times, Jesus had to pull them 

aside to explain some of His parables that seemed 

difficult for them to unfathomed. Unlike the professors 

in the college that prove theorems by solving series of 

mathematical equations or conduct titration processes 

in the Chemistry Laboratory so that the students may 

take the principles in their hearts, the Greatest Teacher 

of all times took the disciples to task because of the 

important principle they will be subjected to later in 

their ministry. The disciples were in a unique position 
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to know the Savior more than anyone because they 

walked with Him everyday, but they did not.  
 

Far from the thought of some, Jesus Christ was not 

pondering aloud concerning the ignorance of men 

about His divinity. Also Jesus was not formally 

introducing Himself to the disciples. It had been the 

nature of God to deal with the chosen ones He called 

into His vineyard with clarity of vision. He never 

leaves His children in the darkness. God revealed 

Himself to Abraham as Almighty God. He did the 

same thing with Jacob. These servants of God 

recognized Him with this name and God lived to the 

expectation that was attached to His name throughout 

the entire lives of these faithful servants.  
 

Jesus was with the disciples alone at the coast of 

Caesarea Philippi. One of the most powerful missions 

of Jesus was about to be established. In the spiritual 

realm, the foundational principle of salvation was 

about to be established with mankind. The corner stone 

of deliverance was about to be laid. The seal of heaven 

was about to be established on earth, but all these 

required a code, and a man must break the code before 

these can take place. The word ‘code’ is used here to 

describe the secrecy of the name at that moment, 

because it was locked-in in the mind of God Almighty. 

Whoever possesses the understanding of this enviable 

knowledge have power to use it to his own advantage 

for the glory of God. And the code is the name of 

Jesus. 
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When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do 
men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, 
Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; 
and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He 
saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And 
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for 
flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then 
charged he his disciples that they should tell no man 
that he was Jesus the Christ. Matthew 16:13-20 

 

Jesus opened the dialogue by asking the disciples, 

"Whom do men say I the Son of man am?" The 

disciples responded, “Some say you are the John the 

Baptist, some Elijah, or one of the prophets.” Jesus 

turned to them and asked, "But what about you, who do 

you say I am?"  Simon Peter answered, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God.” That was the code. 

Peter, one of the Fishers of Men, broke the code. 

Reflect upon the response of Jesus Christ and you will 

understand the importance of the revelation. Jesus 

replied, “Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh 

and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father 

which is in Heaven. And I say also unto thee. That thou 

art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church 
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and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I 

will give thee the keys of the kingdom of Heaven, and 

whatsoever thou shall bind on earth, shall be bound in 

Heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth 

shall be loosed in Heaven.”  

 

When Peter made this great confession of the divinity 

of Jesus Christ, Our Lord Savior began to prophesy on 

the revelation. Let us take the prophecy one by one. 

   

• Upon this rock (this solid foundation of truth and 

powerful revelation) I will build my church and the 

gates of hell shall not prevail against it—a principle 

of salvation was established. That is why the Bible 

says, “Whoever shall call upon the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 2:21) That is the reason 

confession of faith in the name of Jesus Christ 

became an important procedure of identification 

with Jesus Christ in order to be rescued from the 

clutches of Satan. 

 

• I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven -- (which is the gospel of Jesus Christ) that 

opened the kingdom of God to about 3000 people 

on the day of Pentecost. The first sermon ever 

preached by man was made by Peter after he was 

filled with the power of Holy Spirit. 

 

• Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound 

in heaven, and whatsoever thou shall bind on earth, 
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shall be bound in Heaven—a principle of 

deliverance was established by this prophesy. The 

Bible says, “At the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow of the things in Heaven and things in earth and 

things under the earth and that every tongues 

should confess that Jesus Christ is the Lord to the 

glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:10-11) 

The unseeing enemies that attack the saints must 

bow at the mentioning of the name of Jesus Christ. 

Problems, sickness, anxieties and other issues that 

bother mankind must bow.  

 

• Whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed 

in heaven—meaning that authority had been given 

to man to do exploit for the glory of God when the 

elect stands on the authority in the revelation of the 

name of God. This includes loosing the people 

under the fetters of enemies, loosing the ministering 

angel to intervene and minister the divine blessing 

of God unto our situations and needs in our prayers. 

 

The last prophecy is the seal of Heaven established on 

earth for both defensive and offensive. This seal is 

recognized in Heaven before the Throne of Grace in 

the presence of Almighty God, so that our prayers will 

be honored. It means that we have to pronounce 

judgment upon the evil spirits on earth in the name of 

Jesus Christ before the Heavens would execute their 

judgments, bind them and cast them into the 

bottomless pit. 
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By this revelation, the entrance to the presence of the 

Heavenly Father is revealed. “Jesus saith unto him, I 

am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 

the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6) The confidence of 

the protection of the righteous is established. “The 

name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous 

runneth into it, and is safe.” (Proverbs 18:10) 

 

Some may wonder and ask, “Why did Jesus give 

Christian so much power?” It is because God has given 

the power of dominion upon everything that God 

created unto man at the beginning. It was the same 

power that Satan snatched from gullible Adam and Eve 

through temptation in the Garden of Eden. It was the 

same reason the temptation of Satan upon Christ was 

centered on who Jesus Christ was as the “Son of God.” 

Satan requested Jesus Christ in temptation to bow 

down and worship him. In the spiritual realm this 

temptation is interpreted as, “Relinquish your power 

and authority to me,” because the lesser being 

worships the superior being and whoever receives the 

worship of another is obviously the one in authority. 

Thank God, Christ did not worship Satan and that is 

why He remains the King of kings. We have to loose 

the ministering angels of God to administer the grace 

and mercy of God concerning our needs and situations 

in the spiritual realm before its manifestation in 

physical. 
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Brethren, do you know that the prophets in the Old 

Testament, as powerful as they were, both major and 

minor prophets, did not cast out demons? The reason 

was not far fetched. The name of Jesus Christ was not 

revealed to them and the authority to bind and loose 

was not given to them. Please pause and reflect on this! 

You can now understand the magnitude of spiritual 

power that God gave to His children. This is why, on 

our knees while praying, we can superimpose in the 

spiritual realm to control the physical realm to our 

advantages because we have the revelation and 

authority of the name of Jesus Christ. That is why the 

Bible entreats us to pray always. In prayers and 

supplications we are admonished to make our request 

known.  

 

After this powerful revelation and the prophetic 

declaration of Jesus Christ that followed, Jesus told the 

disciples that they should not tell any person that He 

was Jesus the Christ. Why? Because it is privilege 

information and it was only privileged to the elects that 

were redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ. Is there 

any better way of inculcating in to the hearts of the 

disciples the importance of the name of Jesus Christ? 
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  CHAPTER 

Learning from 

Greatest Teacher 
 

 

 

It is not a fluke that Jesus Christ was described as the 

Greatest Teacher ever lived. It was because He taught 

in a way that was totally different from the way the 

other teachers of the world taught. The time of the 

ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ was not like our days 

when we have every material and equipments that can 

aid effective learning. In our time we have classroom 

setting and a wide chalkboard. During the ministry of 

our Lord, there was no writing material to record day-

to-day events with the Master as it was happening. 

There was no handout, no tape recorder. The laptop 

and ipad had not been invented. The disciples 

depended only on mental retention of whatever they 

heard from the Master Jesus and those miraculous 

events they witnessed. They watched Him every day in 

those three years engaging the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees with divine authority and boldness of heart 

with the word of God.  

 

Jesus Christ began the impartation of His spiritual 

wisdom by directly teaching the disciples spiritual 

6 
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maxims and parables. In addition, our Lord Jesus 

Christ employed visual object-oriented teaching to 

drive home the spiritual understanding into their 

minds. With many variation of teaching method within 

the wealth of wisdom of the Creator, amazingly, the 

disciples learned very well and they assimilated the 

teachings of the Master deeply. The brilliant evidence 

of this is the similarity their individual records of the 

four gospel books of the Bible.  

 

Among the catalogues of divine ways He taught the 

disciples are the spiritual maxims that were intended to 

be cardinal principles of walking righteously in the 

presence of God. These maxims spanned from 

Chapters 5 to 7 in the book of Matthew. They were 

divine instructions, explicit authoritative directives 

from Master Jesus that spelt out the divine spiritual 

moral code for the believers and the revelation of the 

resultant blessings attached to each obedience to the 

instruction. The maxims are christened the Beatitudes 

or Sermon on the Mounts. The Great Sermon was the 

simplified version of the law of God that was 

compressed in the Ten Commandment and was given 

to Moses on Mount Sinai.  

 

In addition, He taught the disciples in parables. The 

parables of our Lord were anecdotes of every day 

events and occurrences that powerfully illustrated the 

gospel messages in a proverbial a way that it will be 

very difficult to forget. In all His parables that 
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scattered across the four gospels, Jesus Christ always 

used enduring metaphors and everyday common things 

that existed in his time period and continue to exist in 

ours.  These metaphors drive home His teaching and 

his principles, making it practically impossible for man 

to forget what he learned.  Even if the principles are 

forgotten, and at least you can recollect the objects of 

his illustration in the anecdotal stories, you will then 

remember the message. That is how the parable of our 

Lord Jesus Christ lives on in our minds today. This 

method of His teaching might seemed to be simple.  

Far from that thought. It takes a lot of attentive 

reasoning and understanding for the wise men of His 

time to understand the parables. Many times the 

disciples have to come back to Him privately to ask for 

the meaning of some of the parables. 

 

There is one thing that remains amazing about the 

parables of Jesus Christ: they cannot be outlived. 

Whenever a parable of our Lord Jesus Christ comes to 

the understanding of man, it always brings forth 

indisputable facts. The meaning of the parable 

becomes clearer and newer every day as we increase in 

the level of our understanding and spiritual wisdoms. 

The rapid changes of the modern era cannot make His 

parables become obsolete or anachronistic. In fact, 

some of the parables are still manifesting in today’s 

current events.  
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Among His thought provoking parables was the 

parable of the Good Samaritan that Jesus Christ taught 

to set a standard of kindness to all humanity and to 

point out to the disciples that anyone that renders help 

for you in the time of trouble is your neighbor. He also 

used the parable of talent to teach the disciples that if a 

man does not sow he cannot expect increase. Further in 

this parable, in an indisputable fact Jesus Christ 

showed that life itself is a talent that God has given to 

mankind with the expectation that man will use it 

profitably. Jesus went beyond speaking in parables to 

the disciples, He took time to give the disciples private 

spiritual tutorial to explain the meaning of the parables 

to the disciples whenever they demanded for 

explanation. “He did not say anything to them without 

using a parable. But when he was alone with his own 

disciples, he explained everything.” (Mark 4:34) 

 

At times Jesus Christ would ask the disciples leading 

questions. There might have been spiritual flaw in their 

responses. Our Lord Jesus will take the disciples from 

there to correct their wrong responses and to lead them 

to derive spiritual principles. In the previous chapter of 

this book, we noticed how Jesus began teaching the 

disciples by asking them a leading question, “Who do 

people say the Son of Man is? After the response of the 

disciples, He asked them, “But what about you? “Who 

do you say I am?” And Peter responded, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God.” And Jesus Christ 

made a prophetic declaration upon this revelation.  
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He would take them to a specific spot in order that they 

may behold spiritual mystery that will remain in their 

memory forever. A typical example of this was the 

Transfiguration experience that we mentioned earlier 

on. Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led 

them to a high mountain and a vision of the glory of 

Jesus Christ took place. It was so awesome; His face 

was shining like the sun and His clothes was as white 

as the light. Peter, a natural extrovert said to Jesus, 

“Lord, it is good for us to be here. I will put up three 

shelters – one for you, one for Moses and one for 

Elijah.” As he was speaking a bright cloud enveloped 

them and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my Son, 

whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to 

him!” They all fell face down to the ground in the 

presence of the Lord terrified until Jesus Christ 

touched them to get up. Imagine if this is a classroom 

type of teaching, how can this type of mystery be 

taught to any man? Although the disciples that beheld 

the mystery might not be able to easily explain the 

experience of the vision to anyone, but would 

definitely remember every details of the vision through 

out their entire life.  

 

Jesus Christ was teaching the disciples the principle of 

fruitfulness. He depicted the principle with an 

everyday common illustration. He began by describing 

Himself as the Vine and the disciples as the branches 

but emphasized the essence of relationship between the 

vine and branch before the tree can bear fruit. “I am 
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the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me 

and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me, 

you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, 

he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 

such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and 

burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in 

you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.” 

(John 15:5-7)  This illustration can be supported with 

scientific fact taught in elementary school. The 

sustaining nutrients of a plant are transported from its 

root to the stem, to the branches and finally to the 

leaves. If the branch of a plant is severed, the source of 

its sustenance is cut off and the branch will dry. 

Further in this passage Jesus Christ revealed that it is 

to the glory of the Father that the disciples of the Lord 

Jesus Christ may bear much fruit but their fruitfulness 

is contingent to the abiding in the Lord. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ is the source of our blessing because all blessing 

flow from Him. Our relationship with God should 

transcend those incessant demands for our pressing 

needs from the Father. The physical and secular needs 

should not be the reason why we seek His face. The 

blessing that comes our way is a fruit of the divine 

relationship with our spiritual ‘Source of blessing’ in 

the course of maintaining the existing relationship.  

 

Jesus Christ would lead the disciples in the normal 

course of life to a troublesome spot, as part of His 

method of teaching, in order to inculcate in them the 

principle of deliverance. The tempest experience was 
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an example of so many deliverance principles he 

taught the disciples. 

 
And the same day, when the even was come, he saith 
unto them, Let us pass over unto the other side. And 
when they had sent away the multitude, they took 
him even as he was in the ship. And there were also 
with him other little ships. And there arose a great 
storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so 
that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of 
the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and 
say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?  
 And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto 
the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. And he said unto them, Why 
are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith? And 
they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, 
What manner of man is this, that even the wind and 
the sea obey him? (Mark 4:35-41) 
 

In this passage, Jesus Christ told his disciples that were 

mainly fishermen, “Let us pass to the other side.” Jesus 

Christ was leading the disciples in the normal course of 

mission of salvation. He saw at the other side of the 

sea what the disciples did not see. He beheld people in 

the bondage of problems and in the fetters of enemies. 

Some of the disciples were experienced fishermen. 

These fisher of men disciples understood the intricacies 

of traveling on the sea by boat in the night. However, 

the Master had spoken the destiny of the mission into 

existence. The same mouth that spoke the universe into 

existence declared the mission. Whether they were 

traveling through the darkness of the night, it did not 

matter anymore because they had to pass to the other 
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side to do exploit. Enemies might have hatched plans 

against the mission, but it cannot alter their destiny. In 

that case, they were passing to the other side anyway.  

Jesus Christ did not promise the disciples a rosy 

avenue to success.  In fact he prepared their minds for 

great tribulation, but he assured them a victorious end 

and said, “Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 

world.” Passing through difficulties and tribulation to 

achieve victory is part of the enriched experience of 

salvation. It is part of job training of the fishers of men. 

 

Man may set goal but only a Creator can define a 

destiny. He holds the future of all situations. He alone 

can delve into the realm of future and shape it 

according to His desire. By salvation principle, Jesus 

Christ came to this world for the salvation of mankind. 

On their destination, on the other side of the sea, there 

were souls to be delivered. The destinies of the people 

were locked in on the defined destiny of Jesus Christ 

crossing to the other side with the disciples. Therefore, 

our Lord Jesus Christ must pass to the other side to 

unlock the people that were in the fetters of Satan. 

Perhaps you are still wondering why the disciples 

should pass to the other side with Jesus Christ. It is 

expedient that they flow with the Master because they 

were part of the defined destiny of Jesus Christ and 

they have something important to learn from the 

Master.  

 

The disciples were traveling in the boat with the 
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Master and in faith they were focusing on the goal. 

Suddenly, a fierce storm arose in the sea, vigorously 

tossing the ship to and fro. As their boat began to sway 

from one side to the other, the water gradually filled 

the boat. Of course an indication that the boat will soon 

sink occupied their minds. The disciples panicked but 

the Master was calm in His sleep. They cried unto 

Him, “Master, carest thou not that we perish?” Jesus 

Christ rose up and rebuked the wind and said to the 

sea, “Peace be still.” The wind ceased and there was a 

great calm.  

 

There is something important to note in this scenario. 

The storm might have occurred on its own. The forces 

of darkness might have been the architect of the 

tempest in the sea to hinder the mission of deliverance, 

but Jesus Christ did not rebuke Satan. He identified the 

forces of nature separately and addressed them 

separately. He rebuked the wind and quieted the sea. 

To rebuke means, ‘to criticize, reprove sharply or 

reprimand.’ One may wonder and ask, “Why was the 

wind rebuked, but the sea was spared? The wind 

caused the ripples on the sea. The wind was not created 

to hinder the Master of the universe in the course of the 

work of salvation. The wind left its habitation to 

disrupt the journey of the journey of the Master on the 

sea.  Jesus Christ therefore addressed the forces behind 

the devastating wind on the sea.  
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If there is any best way to learn a tough lesson, it is at 

the peak of desperation. The disciples were so 

desperate amidst the tempest in the middle of the sea. 

They thought the end had come and were waiting for 

their boat to capsize. Then the Master rose up to 

demonstrate to the disciples that this was the time to 

take control. It is one thing to speak life to a situation, 

it is another thing to back it up by faith and focus on 

the goal. But if you fail to take up your dominion 

mandate with authority when it is necessary, faith may 

become failure and destiny may become desolation. 

The tempest experience revealed to the disciples that 

they have to rise to the occasion at difficult times; they 

have to dominate their desperate moments. They have 

to take control of the moment. The anointed power of 

God was in them, the authority in the word of God has 

been given them but if they failed to exercise their 

dominion authority to dominate the situation, the 

situation will take over to dominate and destroy them.  

 

The disciples were delivered, yet they were still 

dumbfounded when they realized the magnitude of 

divine power in Jesus Christ. They exclaimed, “What 

manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea 

obey Him?” 

 

They eventually came to the other side of the sea. In 

other words, the destiny was attained. Consequently, 

three miracles followed the tempest victory. A man 

with unclean spirit from the tombs cried and said, 
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“What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the 

Most High God. I adjure thee by God, that thou 

torment me not.” Jesus said, “Come out of the man 

thou unclean spirit!” And the man was delivered.  

A woman with the issue of blood for twelve years said 

in her mind, “If I just touch His clothes, I will be 

healed.” She did and she was made whole. After this, 

the daughter of Jarius, a synagogue ruler, was 

pronounced dead. Jesus assured Jarius, “Do not be 

afraid, only believe.” With Peter, James and John He 

came to the house of the synagogue ruler. He held the 

hand of the maid and said, “Talitha kumi” which is 

interpreted, “Little girl, I say unto you, get up!” 

Immediately, the girl stood up.  

 

Obviously, the victory of the Master over the tempest 

led to the multiple victories and deliverance in the 

region of Gerasenes. It is always the case when the 

Master takes the lead and when we follow His steps 

faithfully. “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 

believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; 

and greater works than these shall he do; because I go 

unto my Father.” John 14:12 

 
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he 
finished, one of his disciples said to him. “Lord, teach 
us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” He said 
to them, “When you pray, say: 

 
“Father, hallowed be your name, 
Your kingdom come 
Give us each day our daily bread 
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Forgive us our sins,  
For we also forgive everyone who sins against us 
And lead us not into temptation … 

 
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; 
and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. Which 
of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him 
a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him 
a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him! Luke 11:1-4; 9-13 
 

The disciples have seen the Master waking up early in 

the morning to seek the face of the Father in prayer. 

Perhaps in many occasion He would go into the 

mountain in a secluded place to commune with the 

Father. They have seen Him praying before meal and 

also specifically before He rose up Lazarus from the 

tomb. They saw the need to learn how to pray and they 

asked the Master to teach them to pray. Meticulously, 

Jesus Christ taught the disciple the principles of prayer. 

He revealed to them the necessity of prayer and also 

encouraged them to pray persistently with divine 

assurance that they will receive from the Father.  There 

is no doubt that the disciples did not know the 

importance of what Jesus Christ gave to them when He 

taught them how to pray. Little did they know that the 

Master was giving them the divine key to the solution 

of mankind’s problems and also a lasting legacy of 

how to receive blessing from God. 
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There is no way one can enumerate all the methods 

that our Lord Jesus Christ employed to teach the 

disciples in those three years of His ministry on earth. 

We can only mention those that were obvious and 

remarkable. Among other blessed ways employed, He 

lastly taught them the act of leadership by example. In 

every steps of His leadership, Jesus Christ lived 

according to every principle he taught the disciples.   
 

After that he poureth water into a basin, and began to 
wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded. Then cometh he to Simon 
Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash 
my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do 
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 
Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. 
Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no 
part with me. Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not my 
feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus saith 
to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his 
feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not 
all. For he knew who should betray him; therefore said 
he, Ye are not all clean. So after he had washed their 
feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down 
again, he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to 
you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so 
I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I 
have given you an example, that ye should do as I have 
done to you. John 13:5-17 

 

This event took place during the last Passover meal He 

had with the disciples. The timing and occasion of this 

event was unique. It was the celebration time 
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according to the ordinance of God among Israelites. As 

part of the celebration, they were sharing a Passover 

meal together. Apparently some of the disciples were 

still eating and perhaps some were still licking their 

fingers. Jesus Christ got up from the Passover meal, 

girded himself with a towel, stooped down and began 

to wash the feet of the disciples.  

 

The legs are the hardest working part of human body 

because it bears the whole weight of the body. It is 

always in contact with the dirty things on the ground 

anytime we are walking. The hands of the Master that 

shaped the sun, moon and stars into their existence 

were washing the dirty dust off the feet of the 

disciples. If you had experienced what it was to have 

another person wash your feet you will appreciate how 

soothing it is.  

 

In the worldly perspective of Peter, this act was 

improper because he thought that it should be other 

way round; the disciple was supposed to wash the feet 

of the Master. And it was why he said to Jesus Christ, 

“You shall never wash my feet.” But the perspective of 

leadership by example of Jesus Christ was different. 

He bluntly told Peter, “Unless I wash you, you have no 

part with me.” Diligently, the Master ministered to the 

disciples one-by-one and toweled their feet with the 

towel girded round His waist.  
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The eminent leaders of this world relish in their lofty 

opulence and design their leadership to make others 

below them to serve them. They are not even honest 

nor exhibit care towards the people that are serving 

them passionately and wholeheartedly. Contrary to 

this, spiritual leadership is designed to make the 

leaders serve the subjects. Jesus Christ asked the 

disciples, “Do you know what I have done to you? You 

called me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’ Now that I, your Lord 

and Teacher have washed your feet, you also should 

wash one another’s feet.” The spiritual leaders should 

not only care for the spiritual needs of their subjects 

but also stoop down low in humility and in 

righteousness to minister comfort and care to their 

physical needs.  

 

Brethren, it took God only one day to create man, 

precisely on the sixth day of Creation, but it took Him 

80 days and nights to inculcate the Ten 

Commandments that formed the core of Mosaic Laws 

in to Moses. The Law of Moses was intended to set the 

people of God free in to spiritual civilization. At the 

same time the Law was to give them divine salvation 

in living according to the tenet of the law. Despite the 

hands of God that was guiding Moses in his leadership 

of Israelites then, the people of God could not 

righteously live under the law; neither could they live 

up to the expectation of the law. Mosaic Law was 

written on the plaque of stone for them to read and 

meditate upon. But in those three years of spiritual 
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training of the fishers of men, the law of God was 

written and imbibed upon their hearts with love. What 

the punitive judgment of Law of Moses could not 

achieve, the sacrificial love of God the disciples learnt 

in the instruction of Jesus Christ achieved it through 

grace.  

  

When Jesus Christ was teaching the disciples, molding 

and shaping them, the kingdom of hell did not realize 

that He was reproducing Himself in the lives of the 

disciples on earth. The disciples became spiritual 

giants and shook the whole world with the gospel—the 

powerful instrument of their training. This is the reason 

the ministers of God in the house hold of faith should 

endeavor to teach the brethren in the word of God. The 

only way of decamping from spiritual ignorance is by 

learning spiritual wisdom. Hosea said, “My people are 

destroyed from lack of knowledge….” (Hosea 4:6) The 

ways of the Lord are explicitly stated in the word of 

God. Joshua was admonished to meditate in the word 

day and night; in it he would be prosperous. (Joshua 

1:8) The psalmist admonished that the ‘delight in it’ is 

a criteria of yielding fruit in due seasons. (Psalm 1:2-3) 

Further he described the word of God as ‘a lamp unto 

his feet and a light unto his path.’ (Psalm 119:105) 

 

You cannot be a wonderful parent just by feeding your 

children, clothing them, and providing a cozy 

environment for them to live. You must also impart the 

understanding of the word of God to them. It is the 
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parents’ duty to ensure that the children follow the way 

of the Lord. It has been proved that the best teachers of 

the children are the parents of the children. Because 

children easily understand the language of the parent, 

they easily believe what their parents teach them, 

especially when they see the parent practicing what 

they taught the children. Apart from being a role model 

for your children, it is the practice of the children to 

mimic some of the ways of the parents. Parents that 

pray constantly will encourage a prayer life in their 

children. So also, parents that share the word of God 

with their children will encourage spiritual wisdom and 

understanding in them.  

 

A Christian family in their night prayer meeting was 

sharing the topic of ‘Children of God’ one evening. 

The father asked the eldest son, “Whose child are 

you?” “I am a child of God,” he responded. The father 

asked the second son, “Whose child are you?” “I am a 

child of Satan,” He said. Everybody in the family said, 

“Ah-h, No” in unison, covering their mouths with their 

hands in between surprise and laughter. The father 

went further, and asked the second son, “Why did you 

say you are a child of Satan?” “Because my brother 

said He is a son of God that is why I said I am a child 

of Satan.” In this anecdote, you will understand the 

credulity of children. The father explained his wrong 

choice and his thought and understanding changed 

from that moment on. A child that is not admonished 

in understanding will continue to wallow in ignorance. 
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Step by step the so-called illiterate fishermen and the 

common men that formed the core of the previous 

profession of the disciples of Jesus Christ became 

supermen of faith because they walked with the Master 

each day. Jesus Christ invested a substantial piece of 

Himself in them and guided the disciples in the 

knowledge of His wisdom and power, and He patiently 

took them through the principle of deliverance. He 

equipped them in the spiritual understanding of His 

word and finally, he charged them to go into the world 

with the wealth of the anointed power of the gospel of 

salvation and save the perishing world. 
 

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 
And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my 
name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with 
new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they 
drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” 
(Mark 16:15-18) 
 

The promises above reveal that there exists a mystery 

in the life of the believers that has transformed them 

into unstoppable spirit filled agents of salvation. It’s 

like Jesus Christ reproduced Himself in the life of the 

believers. It is interesting that the divine ability stated 

above was contingent on believing alone. A believer 

who knows his salt is an individual that has been 

delivered from the power of darkness and has been 

brought into the divine light of salvation. He has been 
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shaped, molded and empowered to become a mobile 

unit of devastating spiritual weapon in the hand of 

Almighty God for the mission of salvation. He has 

discovered the bliss of peace that exists in his 

relationship with God and is no longer dwelling in the 

ignorance of sin. He has been enlightened in the 

wisdom of the word of God to know his portion in the 

covenant of his salvation as an apple of the eyes of 

God and has repossessed his dominion mandate that 

man originally lost in the Garden of Eden. 

 

A miraculous event in the hand of believers is not a 

magical enterprise, as the world perceives it now. It 

occurs only as the Holy Spirit moves among the 

children of God, in the normal course of gospel 

outreach as a demonstration of the divine power of 

God to the unbelieving world. It does not require 

personal effort of an individual; therefore the glory 

does not belong to man. It is the evidence of recovery 

of the dominion mandate that man lost through sin to 

Satan in Eden. This is why signs and wonders become 

character trait of the believing children of God. “And 

these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name 

shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 

tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink 

any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay 

hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark 

16:17-18) 
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                      CHAPTER 

Test and Testimony 
 

 

And when he had called unto him his twelve 
disciples, he gave them power against unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of 
sickness and all manner of disease. Now the names 
of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James 
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip, and 
Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose 
surname was Thaddaeus; Simon the Canaanite, and 
Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.  These twelve 
Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go 
not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of 
the Samaritans enter ye not: But go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel. And as ye go, preach, 
saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the 
sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out 
devils: freely ye have received, freely give. Provide 
neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses, Nor 
scrip for your journey, neither two coats, neither 
shoes, nor yet staves: for the workman is worthy of 
his meat. (Matthew 10:1-10) 

 

The day was different from the other days. For some 

time now the disciples have been watching the Master 

in the mission of mercy. They watched his spiritual 

preparation for each day in terms of waking up early in 

the morning to commune with his Father in Heaven in 

7 
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prayer. They listened to His divine utterances that 

always come forth with boldness and authority. They 

have witnessed uncountable miracles. But at this 

moment, it was like the Master was telling the 

disciples, “Enough of being spectators, it is your time 

now to become spectacular. It is time to put in to 

practice all you have seen me doing in your presence.” 

He did not just send them out without equipping them. 

He called them and imparted a piece of Himself—His 

anointed power upon them and sent them out with a 

specific instruction: preach the good news. He 

endowed them with power and authority against 

unclean spirits to cast them out, and divine ability to 

heal all manners of sickness and diseases.  

 

He charged them to go out with nothing, not even with 

food or excess raiment.  We may be tempted to wonder 

why? It was the mercy and wisdom of God at work. 

The presence of God and His divine grace was with 

them, therefore, their needs and how they were met 

was entirely in the hand of Heavenly God. In as much 

as they remain in the pathway of righteousness, surely 

goodness and mercy of God shall follow them. 

Secondly, God loaded them with divine blessing 

because it is also the intention of God to use the 

disciples as an avenue of blessing to anybody that 

received their ministrations. For anybody that received 

their words and embrace salvation, the divine blessing 

of God upon the disciples will visit the household.  
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“He that receiveth you receiveth me, and he that 
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me. He that 
receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall 
receive a prophet's reward; and he that receiveth a 
righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall 
receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever 
shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a cup 
of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily I 
say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward.” 
Matthew 10:40-42 
 

He commanded them to preach, saying, “The 

kingdom of heaven is at hand.” He also empowered 

them to ‘heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the 

dead, cast out devils.’ The message was simple. The 

kingdom of heaven is at hand. This is a wake up call to 

all generations to examine themselves and make the 

necessary spiritual adjustments. It is the intention of 

God to bring in as many people as possible to His 

kingdom. God was not interested in the death of a 

sinner, He does not plan destruction for anyone and 

that is why He made available opportunity of salvation 

to everyone in order to make a righteous choice. Good-

news is another name of the gospel of Jesus Christ. It 

is not surprising that people coined this beautiful name 

for the gospel of Jesus Christ. When the commandment 

to preach the gospel is considered literarily, it is a 

message of peace to the whole world. The divine 

power and authority to heal various kinds of disease is 

good news. The power to cleanse leprosy, an infectious 

disease that isolates its victim afar off from the society 

is a good news. The raising of the dead especially 
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when the hope seemed to have been dashed is a new 

order from heaven that there is hope for humanity as 

long as the Ancient of Days remains on His Heavenly 

Throne. The divine directive to overcome and 

overpower the wicked devices of devil is good a news 

that freedom from the entanglement and 

oppressiveness of enemy is obtainable in the name of 

Jesus Christ. When the sum total of the commandment 

is implemented in the life of a convert it brings forth a 

powerful spiritual transformation, the effect of which 

manifests in remarkable positive and excellent life 

changing characters of children of God. This makes 

him to come to the realization of the mightiness of God 

and spurs him to embrace the message of the Gospel in 

its entirety.     

 

Jesus Christ charged them to ‘go to the lost sheep of 

the house of Israel.’ There must have been an 

important understanding that God want His children to 

know for narrowing and resisting the scope of 

preaching of the disciples at this initial stage. The 

following will shed light to the reason. It began with 

Abraham. God called Abraham to leave his kindred in 

the land Ur of Chaldes to the place He would point to 

him.  The intention of God was to carve out a righteous 

generation from the crooked world in order to establish 

a model of righteous generation that the entire human 

race will emulate. The obedience of Abraham brought 

forth an establishment of a covenanted relationship 

with God and the generation of Abraham became the 
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people of God. The model of righteous people 

established by the covenant of God began with the 

Israelites. Whatever might have been the state of 

sinfulness of the Israelites in the past, the remnant 

righteous people of God remained the natural branch. 

A covenant keeping God faithfully kept the covenant 

to save the remnant of the household of Israel because 

the prophecy was that through the seed of Abraham, 

the entire nation of the world will be blessed. In 

addition, according to the prophecy, the law of God 

(which is the gospel of Jesus Christ) was to proceed 

from Zion to the whole world. “… let us go up to the 

mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 

Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will 

walk in his paths:  for out of Zion shall go forth the 

law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

(Isaiah 2:3) 

 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every 

activity under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV) Every-

thing has time and season. Our Lord Jesus Christ had 

not been crucified then, the disciples had not received 

the visitation of Holy Spirit. Like a test-run of a 

product in a factory line, Jesus Christ demonstrated the 

efficacy of the power of God when the disciples were 

sent out to preach. It was still part of the preparation of 

the disciples about the task ahead of them. As at the 

time, the preparation had not been completed and the 

stage of evangelism to the whole world was yet to be 

set. This was the reason the message was first of all 
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designed to save the house hold of Israel before it went 

out to the entire nations of the world.  For I am not 

ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 

God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the 

Jew first, and also to the Greek [the Gentiles]. 

(Romans 1:16) 
 

Jesus Christ also reminded us of an important directive 

which may not be popular among the servants of God 

in our own time today. He expressly told the disciples, 

‘freely ye have received, freely give.’ This statement 

could be interpreted thus: Freely you have been 

delivered at the price of the precious blood of the only 

begotten Son of God. Freely you have been called to 

partake in the finished work of the Cross. Freely was 

salvation presented to you through the amazing grace 

of God. Freely you have been called to serve. Freely 

you were anointed by the gift of Holy Spirit to do 

exploit for the glory of God. In effect, Jesus Christ was 

warning His disciples that the demonstration of the 

power of God for healing the sick and raising the dead 

should not be commercialized. He intended that the 

disciples should not develop a swollen head when the 

devil subjected themselves to their command and fly 

out of the oppressed in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Invariably, He was reminding them that the disciples 

were the golden vessel of honor through which the 

power of Heaven is working miracles and hence they 

should not boast of themselves. 
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Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless 
as doves. But beware of men: for they will deliver you 
up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their 
synagogues; And ye shall be brought before governors 
and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them 
and the Gentiles. But when they deliver you up, take no 
thought how or what ye shall speak: for it shall be 
given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it 
is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which 
speaketh in you. And the brother shall deliver up the 
brother to death, and the father the child: and the 
children shall rise up against their parents, and cause 
them to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of all 
men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the 
end shall be saved. But when they persecute you in 
this city, flee ye into another: for verily I say unto you, 
Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel, till the 
Son of man be come. (Matthew 10:16-23)  

 

The last preparation was scary; notwithstanding, it 

reflects the truthfulness of the Heavenly Father that 

never leaves His children in darkness. It is scary to 

learn that the harmless sheep were sent to the midst of 

harmful wolves. It is not strange in a Christian life 

experience. Persecution always heralds a Christian’s 

departure from worldliness to godliness. It had been 

manifesting in the past in the form of fierce attacks 

against the Christian that declares his acceptance for 

Christ. It is the evidence of the anger of Satan that he 

has lost another battle over a precious soul that the 

power of the Cross wrestled out of its clutches. Satan’s 

fighting back is not surprising because the government 

of this world is still in his hand. Through the powers 

and principalities of this world, he engineers 



The Making of Fishers of Men 

 

 - 74 - 

persecution against the elects of God. The government 

agents of some countries employ both covert and overt 

operations to persecute the Church of Jesus Christ and 

His disciples. In the past, the persecuted disciples were 

killed, maimed or fed to the wild animals in order to 

stop evangelism. Today, in some of the Communist 

nations and in some countries in the Middle East and 

many nations in Africa the persecutors still employ 

fierce attacks in form of wanton destruction through 

terrorism and imprisonment in the underground 

dungeon to persecute the Christians that dare to carry 

out the great commission of evangelism. Even in the 

civilized Western world persecution has taken different 

forms. Satan now employs the family of the new born-

again believers into the kingdom of God to persecute 

him or her. These members of the family start their 

attack with name calling and unprecedented jesting. 

Some persecution in the family leads to isolation of the 

new convert Christian in his or her family. Some 

persecutors are irritated by the Christian prayers or 

mere mentioning of the name of the Lord in public 

places and they institute legal action to seek the redress 

in the worldly court of law.  

 

Glory be unto God Almighty that the Master led by 

example. He paid the price of our salvation by His 

precious blood. He called His disciples in love to the 

banquet of sacrifice. We are saved to serve. He never 

promises us a rosy avenue to success. In fact, He 

assured us that, “From the days of John the Baptist 
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until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, 

and the violent take it by force.” (Matthew 11:12) If 

the disciples of the Lord are trained to defend 

themselves in a physical combat or if the mission of 

mercy permits the servants of God to carry weapons 

for self defense, it would have been described as a fair 

deal. Our Lord Jesus Christ declared, “In this world ye 

shall have tribulation,” but he also encouraged us by 

saying, “but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 

world.” (John 16:33) 

  

Notwithstanding, we are not defenseless after all, 

because we have more than what the physical combat 

training could offer and we possess a weapon greater 

than worldly weapons. We have the divine presence of 

God with us in our mission. The word of God assured 

us that, “the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 

but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong 

holds. Casting down imaginations, and every high 

thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 

and bringing into captivity every thought to the 

obedience of Christ.” (II Corinthians 10:4-5)  Jesus 

Christ was crucified to be the conqueror, He was 

ransomed to become a ruler, and the meek Lamb of 

God was sacrificed to become the might Lion of Judah. 

Soldier of Christ, prepare for the worst scenario in 

persecution but rest assured that Jesus Christ our 

Captain has never lost any battle.   
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After these things the Lord appointed other seventy 
also, and sent them two and two before his face into 
every city and place, whither he himself would come. 
Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is 
great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth 
labourers into his harvest. (Luke 10:1-2) 

 

At another time our Lord Jesus Christ sent another 

seventy disciples two by two into the evangelism field 

to preach the good news. He also gave them the same 

preparation as the first mission. No one knows the 

numbers of times that Jesus Christ sent the disciples on 

evangelistic missions during His ministry on earth. It 

could be more than the two that were recorded in the 

Bible. The evangelistic activities of the disciples during 

the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth are not 

elaborated in the four books of the gospel. 

 

And they went out, and preached that men should 
repent. And they cast out many devils, and anointed 
with oil many that were sick, and healed them. (Mark 
6:12-13) 
 
And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, 
Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy 
name. And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as 
lightning fall from heaven. Behold, I give unto you 
power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any 
means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, 
that the spirits are subject unto you; but rather 
rejoice, because your names are written in heaven. In 
that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
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hast revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for 
so it seemed good in thy sight. (Luke 10:17-21) 

 
Jesus Christ sent the disciples into the field to preach 

the kingdom of God in order to test their effectiveness 

and to build their spiritual confidence about how 

effective they can be in the work of the mission of 

salvation they were called into. Without test there will 

be no testimony. The disciples went out according to 

the biddings of the master and they came back 

rejoicing, bringing in their sheaves. Their reports were 

exciting and encouraging. They now realized that those 

miraculous signs and wonders that they had witnessed 

in the hands of Jesus Christ was equally possible 

through them according to the words our Lord and had 

now been confirmed in their lives. “Verily, verily, I say 

unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do 

shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he 

do; because I go unto my Father.” (John 14:14) Their 

faith in the revelation of the word of the Lord was no 

longer in doubt.  

 

The reports of these missions were not elaborate in the 

four books of gospel of Jesus Christ but as brief as they 

were the fundamental purposes for these reports were 

satisfied. With joy they reported back to the Master 

that they preached the message of repentance, the sick 

were healed and through the name of Jesus Christ, the 

devils were subjected unto them. Christ reaffirmed, 

‘although I give you power to tread on serpents and 
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scorpions and over the power of the enemy and 

nothing shall by any means hurt you,’ this alone should 

not be the basis of their joy. But rather they should 

rejoice because their names were written in the Book 

of Life in Heaven. In that hour with thanksgiving in the 

spirit, the Master rejoiced with them. The joy of Jesus 

Christ over their successful mission was brilliant 

evidence that Satan had been defeated. If you approach 

your calling in the vineyard of the Father and you your 

endeavor to focus on the precepts of the gospel, with 

heaven consciousness and righteous motive, you will 

equally come back with an excellent report and 

testimony at the end. 
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                     CHAPTER 

Fishing at the 

Sea of Tiberias 
  

 
After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the 
disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this way He 
showed Himself: Simon Peter, Thomas called the 
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were 
together. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going 
fishing." They said to him, "We are going with you 
also." They went out and immediately got into the 
boat, and that night they caught nothing. But when 
the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the 
shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. Then Jesus said to them, "Children, have you 
any food?" They answered Him, "No." And He said to 
them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and 
you will find some." So they cast, and now they were 
not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. 
Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to 
Peter, "It is the Lord!" Now when Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment (for 
he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. John 
21:1-7 

 

The dust had settled. Everything was quiet. Jesus 

Christ had been buried. Perhaps they heard rumors 

about His resurrection but they were not sure, because 

they have never seen a man that died, buried and 

resurrected himself. The disciples were all in a state of 

quandary. They were all confused and downcast. They 

8 
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must have wondered, “How could the Savior who 

delivered others in the past just die like that?” Perhaps 

they thought, “If he could not deliver himself, who will 

deliver us from the hands of the people if we come out 

to preach the gospel?” The disciples hid themselves. 

There was no preaching of the gospel because there 

was no one to champion the cause and lead other 

disciples.  Therefore, no miracle took place. “But how 

long can a man hide?” Peter summoned up courage. 

Perhaps he said to himself, “I cannot be hiding myself 

for ever.” He told the rest of the disciples, “I am going 

out to fish” 

 

The Sea of Tiberias is otherwise known as the Sea of 

Galilee. “After this things Jesus went over the sea of 

Galilee, which is the sea of Tiberias.” (John 6:1) There 

are many events tied to the Sea of Galilee in the 

mission of mercy of Jesus Christ on earth. It was from 

this sea that Peter experience the greatest catch as a 

fisherman when Jesus Christ told him, “Launch out 

into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught.” 

(Luke 5:4) It was from this sea that Jesus Christ called 

the first two disciples. ‘And Jesus, walking by the sea 

of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they 

were fishers. And he saith unto them, “Follow me, and 

I will make you fishers of men.”’ (Matthew 4:18-19) It 

was on this sea that Jesus calmed the tempest. “And 

behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea, in so 

much that the ship was covered with the waves: but he 
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was asleep. And his disciples came to him, and awoke 

him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. And he saith 

unto them, “Why are ye fearful, O yet of little faith?” 

Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and 

there was a great calm.” (Matthew 8:24-26) This was 

the sea that Peter had grown up knowing. Perhaps the 

sea had been the means of their livelihood in the past 

before they became the disciples of Jesus Christ. It was 

not an abomination for a fisherman to fish in this sea, 

but it is a spiritual disaster for Fishers of Men to return 

to the Sea of Tiberias in search of fish. 

 

The power of a leader is measured in terms of the 

crowd he pulls. Foresightedness is one of the unique 

attributes of leadership. When a leader cannot envision 

what could be the likely effect of his decisions on 

others, this will amount to leadership failure. At the 

beginning, when Peter abandoned a boat filled with 

fish to follow Jesus Christ, his brother Andrew beheld 

his foresightedness and his leadership qualities and 

came along with him. In the same manner, when Peter 

told the other apostles that he was going out to fish, all 

of them followed him. That was the first leadership 

role he played after the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sadly, this was in the wrong direction.    

 

There are many ways God speaks to man. The 

principle of sowing and reaping is real and is one of 

the natural principles of life. Peter and the other 

apostles went to the sea they grew up with, the sea they 
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knew very much and were aware of the characteristics 

of the fish in the ocean whenever they were in a fishing 

expedition. As fishermen, they were at the right place 

to do the right thing. They toiled all night but they did 

not catch a single fish. They sowed but did not reap. 

Undoubtedly something was wrong. How can 

professional fishermen fish in an ocean they knew so 

well without catching a single fish? Perhaps the fishes 

went on vacation. Absolutely not! The fish are 

abundant in the ocean but the so-called “fishermen” 

were doing something wrong. When a man is in a 

wrong business, no matter how hard he works, he will 

eventually fail.  

 

These fishermen did not realize that they had been 

transformed. For the past three years, the Son of Man 

had been shaping and molding Peter and the other 

disciples to become Fishers of Men. The mission had 

been completed on them but they did not realize this. 

The Fishers of Men cannot go on a fishing expedition 

on the sea to fish because men do not live in the sea. 

They were at the wrong place doing the wrong 

business and that was why the law of sowing and 

reaping did not manifest increase in their efforts. That 

was why the Fishers of Men toiled all night and did not 

catch any fish. They had been spiritually trained and 

prepared to catch men that were at the verge of 

destruction in the hell fire. They were anointed to 

rescue men out of the clutches of Satan and lead them 

to salvation in our Lord Jesus Christ. They were 
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prepared to bind the strong man in their territory in 

order to sow the seed of gospel. They were trained to 

bring light into the darkness of the world around them. 

They were the instrument that the Creator had prepared 

exclusively from the beginning of the world to be the 

pioneer of believers that will bring salvation to the 

whole world. The apostles were undoubtedly chasing 

after the wind when they were in the wrong business of 

fishing in the sea of Tiberias. 
 

God was talking to the disciples loudly and clearly in 

this uneventful fishing expedition, that they have 

placed their right steps in the wrong direction but they 

were not sensitive enough to pick up the spiritual 

signals. Perhaps Christ was pointing to Peter in this 

event, showing that He called him out of the fishing 

boat on this sea to be a Fisher of Men, and he was not 

supposed to return to the same sea looking for fish. 

Perhaps the Lord was pointing to Peter that, upon this 

sea He showed him how to be an over comer when He 

calmed the tempest, that Peter may know that he was 

above the storm of this world. Perhaps the Lord was 

reminding Peter that He bid him to come to Him from 

the boat, and he walked on the water by His power, 

indicating that Peter’s spiritual stature had been raised 

above the power of nature. Perhaps Jesus Christ was 

telling Peter that He commanded him to cast his 

fishing hook in to this same sea, in order to fetch coin 

from the mouth of the fish to pay the tax, indicating to 

Peter that his means of livelihood is no longer in the 
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product of the sea but by Him, Jehovah Jireh, the Lord 

that Provideth.  
 

Perhaps Peter and the rest of the disciples were at the 

very spot where Jesus called Peter and his brother, 

Andrew in order that the Lord might reveal a complete 

cycle of life of a sinner. “Cast your net to the right side 

of the ship,” is a powerful command from the Creator 

of the universe. It is also a powerful metaphor that is 

applicable in our day to day situations. Peter had heard 

this instruction at the beginning of his calling when he 

was asked “to launch out into the deep and let down 

your net for a draught. In obedience he followed it and 

miracle manifested. He abandoned the provision of 

abundant fish he caught and decided to follow the 

Provider. 
 

The same word came to Peter and other disciples after 

they had toiled all night fishing on the sea of Tiberias. 

‘Cast your net to the right side of the ship’ could be 

interpreted as, ‘Focus your spiritual leadership 

qualities on righteous ventures.’ Or it could be, 

‘Concentrate your potentials on the right profession’ 

and lastly it could be, ‘As a leader, your decision 

carries weight, and also carries others along with you, 

therefore make a righteous decision that will give glory 

to God.’ Perhaps, literarily, Peter listened to the 

instruction of Jesus Christ, he caught many fishes. 

Peter listened again and in submission as before he 

cast his net to the literal right side of the boat he 

caught many fishes, yet he had not realized.  
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Although the disciples were stressed out and tired, not 

all of them were spiritually sleeping. They were not 

bargaining for any surprise at all. But one big surprise 

was waiting for them. John, known as ‘the beloved 

disciple, whom Jesus loves,’ recognized Jesus Christ at 

the shore of the sea and said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” 

The Lord was waiting at the shore for soldiers of 

Christ that had abandoned their posts. He was not 

waiting with a rod of punishment. Not even with harsh 

words of rebuking. He was waiting for them to apply 

love against their unfaithfulness. He was waiting at the 

shore of Tiberias to extend His caring hands instead of 

His consuming anger. He told the disciples to come 

and dine—a rare invitation to be extended to children 

that have messed up. He did not complain about their 

disappointing behaviors. He did not ask them why they 

returned to the fishing profession within the short time 

He was gone. Jesus Christ did not even demand for an 

apology. With all these, He was teaching them a 

unique lesson. When a true child of God blows it, he 

does not need anybody to tell him that he has sinned. 

Holy Spirit will convict him of his unbecoming 

behaviors. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways. . .” (Isaiah 55:8)  It is 

like meeting your spouse who you know has been 

involved in the sin of adultery half-way in your sitting 

room with a smile and a hug saying, “Welcome home, 

darling,” instead of waiting behind the door with a 

cudgel in hand to break his head. It is like when you 
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passionately kiss your spouse who is drenched in the 

stench of his drunkenness instead of rebuking him 

rudely. You gently lead him to the bathtub to clean up 

while you are getting a clean robe ready for him, 

instead of dressing him down with the lash of your 

tongue.  

 

Sounds ridiculous? O Yes, from the point of view of 

the worldly. Was the sinful act not painful? Of course 

it was! Although applying love to resolve a hurtful 

situation may be difficult, a negative response of 

rebuking, tongue-lashing and violence will create more 

pains and headaches. But the healing of the wound that 

sin has inflicted in your family will begin instantly if 

the matter is resolved with the approach of love. That 

is the effective power of grace that paved the way of 

salvation for the sinners. Only love can break down the 

evil spirit of sin. Only love possesses the positive 

power of change from evil to good. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ in His divine wisdom, that is 

different from ours, covered all the human errors of the 

disciples with His immense love. “Love covereth all 

sins.” (Proverbs 10:12) He communicated to them in a 

special way that made them become remorseful of 

their sinful actions. Like babies they all listened to 

Him remorsefully and were all restored.  

 

Because of spiritual insensitivity, many people have 

gone astray from the path of life. There are many great 
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servants of the Lord that began the eternal journey very 

well but along their spiritual pathway, they derailed 

and crashed. They fall astray because they failed to 

perceive the voice of the Lord. Solomon was an 

example of this. He built the temple of God in 

Jerusalem and led the Israelites to the house of the 

Living God to worship the Creator. God demanded 

only one thing from him: ‘the integrity of heart and 

uprightness of mind.’ He discarded the law of God and 

began to live according to his wisdom. Against the law 

of God, His wisdom led him to marry seven hundred 

wives and three hundred concubines of foreign nations 

as, perhaps in order that he may achieve peace in his 

kingdom. He got the needed peace but at the expense 

of the divine favor of God and His divine blessings and 

lastly at the expense of his relationship with God. He 

ended up his journey in the presence of detestable idol 

god of Chemosh, and his kingdom became degenerated 

and divided into fractional units. Demas was a co-

labourer with Paul in his calling as an apostle to the 

Gentiles. He forsook Paul because he loved this 

present world and departed from faith. (II Timothy 

4:10)  

   

If you are toiling all day long in your Christian 

journey, and it seems that you are getting no where, 

perhaps you are fishing in the Sea of Tiberias. Perhaps 

you are doing something wrong and maybe you are 

operating at the wrong side of the boat. At this point 

the arm of your Creator is stretched towards you to 
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deliver you. He is communicating to you in a unique 

way that is specially designed for you to hear Him so 

that you can understand His directives. You have to 

examine yourself and pay close attention to your 

situation. Listen to the voice of your Creator and 

follow His directives and begin to operate on the right 

side of the boat of life. You will surely experience your 

breakthrough. 
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                   CHAPTER 

Moment of Glory 
 

 

Peter, a fisherman, was called unto honor to be an 

instrument in the hands of the Son of Man, Jesus 

Christ, in His quest to repossess mankind from the 

clutches of Satan. Fresh from the wetness of the 

seawater, Peter, the stark illiterate fisherman 

abandoned the boat, perhaps dressed in his tattered 

fishing apparel, with his hard skinned hands that was 

casting and pulling the fishing net before, apparently 

unprepared for the rigors of spiritual calling. Peter, one 

of the fishers of men, yielded in honor to the calling by 

abandoning everything and following Jesus Christ. He 

was called to be taught in the wisdom of God, under 

the direct supervision of God incarnated Son of man, 

Jesus Christ, and to be endowed with the anointing of 

the Holy Spirit. Before his calling, I do not think that 

Peter knew or had any thing to do with the synagogue 

or the temple of God, talk less of becoming one of the 

forces to reckon with in the gathering of the saints. He 

did not have any record as an important personality in 

his community. Perhaps, like you and I, he was a 

simple individual that was struggling each day to make 

two ends meet. 

9 
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Man might have regarded Peter as good for nothing but 

the Creator saw Him as a rare jewel. People called him 

a fisherman but Jesus Christ saw him as a Rock, the 

Son of Thunder a pet-name that describe his spiritual 

character and above all, a precious fisher of men. The 

moment of glory is not an attribute of what Peter had 

achieved for himself in his calling. It is the ultimate 

greatness of God and His faithfulness in the life of the 

people that men considered good for nothing. Divine 

transformation in the hands of the Master Builder 

molded and shaped Peter according to the will of the 

Creator and brought out something spectacular that 

was unimaginably unique for God’s glory. God used 

the ‘foolish things’ according to the narrow 

understanding of the wise to confound them. Great and 

knowledgeable men of Peter’s time did not have the 

attributes that God was searching for among the men 

He intended to use. 

 
Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came 
unto him, saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of 
Galilee. But he denied before them all, saying, I know 
not what thou sayest. And when he was gone out into 
the porch, another maid saw him, and said unto them 
that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of 
Nazareth. And again he denied with an oath, I do not 
know the man. And after a while came unto him they 
that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one 
of them; for thy speech betrayeth thee. Then began he 
to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And 
immediately the cock crew. And Peter remembered the 
word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock 
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crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and 
wept bitterly.  Matthew 26:69-75 

 

Marvelous was the level of obedience that Peter 

possessed. Great were the foresightedness and 

leadership attributes that he was endowed with. 

However, he lost all these qualities when problems and 

trials befell him. He was completely broken down to 

nothing. But the master gathered his broken down 

pieces together for a new beginning. After he denied 

Jesus Christ three times, Peter must have considered 

himself a failure, and someone that could not be relied 

upon. When he came to realization of his error, he 

wept bitterly—an indication of a genuine repentance. It 

was a scenario that Peter would wish could be erased 

permanently from his memory. As if this was not 

enough, he led the rest of the disciples with him to the 

sea of Tiberias to fish—another spiritual flop and a 

clear deviation from the Master’s plan for his life.  

 

Men hardly forget the fault of others. Men would have 

rejected Peter to step into the shoe of Jesus Christ as 

the leader of the Church after Christ’s ascension. They 

would have rejected him for denying Christ three times 

before the cock crowed, though Christ had warned him 

beforehand. They would have employed those 

remarkable faults as a weapon to deny him of the 

leadership position. They would have cast their 

conspiratorial lot against Peter because he was 
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following our Lord Jesus Christ at a far distance when 

He was arrested. (Matthew 26:58) They would have 

confronted him with his weakness of not been able to 

champion the rest of the disciples to challenge the 

authority for the arrest of Jesus Christ. They would 

have concluded that he was not spiritually in tune, 

especially when he led the rest of the disciples back to 

fishing at the sea of Tiberias after the death of Jesus 

Christ. Think of this, brethren. Would you have 

considered a person who was sleeping when the 

Master was groaning in Gethsemane as your leader? 

When Jesus Christ was in anguish in the spirit, seeking 

the face of God in the garden of Gethsemane, Peter 

was asleep.  He was not able to hold forth in prayer for 

one hour during the crucial moment in the life of Jesus 

Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

 

All these are the downsides of Peter. These are the sum 

total of his “nothingness.” Nevertheless, this was the 

most interesting part of the way that the Lord works. 

When our weaknesses get into His hands, He turns 

them around and exchanges it for His strength. The 

Master gathered the pieces of Peter together for His 

glory. He exchanged the human weaknesses of Peter 

for His divine strength. Jesus Christ transformed all the 

shortcomings of Peter to glorify Himself. 

 

If Peter was an educated person, perhaps he would 

have thought that Jesus chose him because of his 
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qualifications. If he was wise and righteous he could 

have thought that it was on this basis that Christ chose 

him to lead. Thanks be to the Lord God, unlike man 

that looks at appearance, skills and credentials, God 

looks intently at our heart. Jesus Christ did not allow 

lobbying and voting to decide the leadership of Peter 

so that man would not say, ‘We put him there.’  

 

The Sea of Tiberias was very remarkable in the life of 

Peter. He came out of the Sea to respond to the calling 

of the Master, walked on the Sea at the bidding of 

Jesus Christ, and watched the Lord quiet the 

devastating storms. By the same Sea Peter was at his 

lowest ebb of his spiritual life.  At the same time, it 

was the point where the Lord Himself lifted Peter up 

for His glory. Those beautiful eyes of Jesus Christ that 

beheld the work of creation and remarked, “It is good,” 

beheld Peter and asked him three times, “Peter son of 

Jonas, Do you love me more than these?” “Yes, you 

know that I love you,” replied Peter. In analyzing this 

question, one can deduced that Jesus Christ was asking 

Peter whether he loves Him more than his past career 

as a professional fisherman. He was asking Peter 

whether he loves his calling as a fisher-of-men more 

than other earthly ambitions. The positive response of 

Peter, “Yes, you know that I love you,” triggered off 

the parting commandment. And Jesus Christ said to 

him, “Feed my lambs.” 
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Are you pondering why Jesus Christ who called the 

disciples to become fishers of men is now appointing 

Peter to become a shepherd?  I thought about the same, 

but I want to assure you that there is no mistake in the 

work of the Lord. Jesus Christ is the greatest Shepherd. 

In His testimony about this in the book of John, He 

said, “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 

giveth his life for the sheep.  …  I am the good 

shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. 

 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: 

and I lay down my life for the sheep.  …   My sheep 

hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 

me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 

never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of 

my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater 

than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my 

Father's hand. I and my Father are one.” (John 10:11-

30) Jesus Christ is also the Fisher of Men, who at His 

command, told the earthly fisher men to launch out 

into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught 

(Luke 5:4) cast the net on the right side of the ship, and 

ye shall find. (John 21:6) He came to this world 

leaving behind His glorious throne in Heaven to seek 

for sinful and spiritual ailing men.  “How God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 

with power: who went about doing good, and healing 

all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with 

him.” (Acts 10:38) He made the ultimate sacrifice of 

Himself on the Cross to seal His glorious mission of 
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mercy with His own blood when the Son of Man was 

crucified on the Cross of Calvary. 

   

If Jesus Christ the Chief Fisher of Men, and also the 

Shepherd of our soul called men to become fishers of 

men and now had called Peter to the honorable office 

of Shepherd of the flock of the Lord, He is simply 

saying to all believers, “I want you to be like Me.” Yes 

our Lord Jesus Christ wants us to be like Him in all 

ramifications. That was why He commanded, “Abide 

in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 

itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, 

except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the 

branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the 

same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can 

do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as 

a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and 

cast them into the fire, and they are burned. If ye abide 

in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 

will, and it shall be done unto you.” (John 15:4-7) 

That was why He prayed, “I pray for them: I pray not 

for the world, but for them which thou hast given me; 

for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are 

mine; and I am glorified in them. And now I am no 

more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 

come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own 

name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be 

one, as we are. … Neither pray I for these alone, but 

for them also which shall believe on me through their 
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word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in 

me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that 

the world may believe that thou hast sent me. … And 

the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that 

they may be one, even as we are one. (John 17:9-

11,20-22) That was why He assured, “Verily, verily, I 

say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I 

do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall 

he do; because I go unto my Father. And whatsoever 

ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 

may be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any thing in 

my name, I will do it.” (John 14:12-14) 

 

Brethren, let’s pause a bit and ruminate over this 

statement. Jesus Christ depicted Himself as a Good 

Shepherd, and Peter as an under-shepherd. This is 

indicative that a relationship had been established 

between our Lord Jesus Christ and Peter as the 

appointed leader of the church of Jesus Christ. Feeding 

of the lamb is the job schedule of a shepherd. The 

spiritual schedule entails an enormous sacrifice. The 

shepherd have to be around the flock 24/7, he must be 

ready to bear the burden of the flock. A shepherd must 

be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work 

of the Lord, [in as much as he knows that his] labor is 

not in vain in the Lord. (I Corinthians 15:58) He must 

boycott the friend of this world and hang on to the 

friendship with God. “Know ye not that the friendship 

of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore 
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will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God. 

(James 4:4)  The shepherd is the eyes and the ears of 

the flock. Whenever anything is wrong in the camp, 

the flocks look up unto him. Whenever any of the flock 

is sick, the shepherd is the doctor. He is also the 

midwife when the flock is about to deliver. He must be 

ready to smell like the sheep in terms of his rapport 

with the flock and in terms of his dedication to his 

calling and his love towards the flock of Jesus Christ. 

He is the security officer watching over the flocks.  

 

The first step of feeding the lamb is for the shepherd to 

feed himself first of all. This does not connote 

selfishness. It is a spiritual principle. You cannot give 

to another what you do not possess. In order that Peter 

can possess an adequate spiritual strength to run 

around as shepherd and be there for the flock he need 

to feed himself first. Applying the same principle 

spiritually, Peter needed to feed himself spiritually 

with the word of God. Joshua was given a recipe of 

success. It was said to him, “This Book of the Law 

shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 

meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to 

do according to all that is written in it. For then you 

will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 

good success.” (Joshua 1:8) In the case of Peter and 

the rest of the apostles of Jesus Christ, they were 

blessed with the hand-on experience for three years 

consistent relationship with Jesus Christ. But Peter 
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would need to meditate in the revealed knowledge of 

the word and continued in the apostolic doctrine and 

exemplary examples of Jesus Christ. Peter must equip 

himself with the principles of self denial for the 

purpose of the ministry’s activities before he demand 

same from the brethren. 

 

The essence of feeding the flock is that they may grow. 

As the shepherd, Peter must be leading the flock to the 

green pastures everyday. The Shepherd of the Lord’s 

flock must provide nourishing food of the spirit to the 

flock every day. The flock cannot be living on the stale 

food. They cannot live on the same type of food.  

There must be varieties. The flock needed to be led 

beside quiet waters in the wisdom of God. “He makes 

me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside 

the still waters.” (Psalm 23:2) In addition, the 

shepherd must be ready to meet their physical needs as 

well as their emotional needs by being a good 

counselor. He must coordinate the flock in the strength 

of the wisdom of God and prayer so that they will not 

scatter at the emergence of intruder. Lastly the 

shepherd must secure and protect the flock by 

consistent intercession for them that God may keep 

them in perfect peace. 

 

Have you asked yourself this question, “Does is worth 

it to be appointed to feed the lamb?” Yes it worth it if 

Jesus Christ commanded it. The motivation or the 
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spiritual pay-package is in-built in the commandment 

of Jesus Christ. There is an awesome reward in 

following the directive of God. Jesus Christ once told 

the disciples in (Matthew 10:29-30) "Assuredly, I say 

to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers 

or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or 

lands, for My sake and the gospel's, who shall not 

receive a hundredfold now in this time--houses and 

brothers and sisters and mothers and children and 

lands, with persecutions--and in the age to come, 

eternal life.” If there is no reward Jesus Christ would 

not have taken Peter away from his means of 

livelihood and transformed him to become a fisher of 

men. Jesus did not call Peter into a miserable life.  For 

the scripture says, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it 

treads out the grain," and, "The laborer is worthy of 

his wages." (I Timothy 5:18) Jesus Christ was 

authoritatively telling Peter to feed the lamb because it 

is certain that God will pay him an adequate wages 

while on earth, and a mansion is assuredly waiting for 

him in His Father’s house.  

 

The metaphorical ‘Feed my lambs’ statement of Jesus 

Christ to Peter could be summarized to mean, “Be 

faithful in your calling as the shepherds are faithful to 

the flocks. Be bold and jealously guard the flock that 

had been committed in to your hands. Do not desert the 

flock. Be there for the disciples of the Lord as the 

shepherd is for the flock, protecting them against the 
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wolves of this world, making the sheep lie down in 

green pastures and leading them beside the quiet 

water.” Jesus filled the emptiness of Peter, filled him 

with the power of Holy Spirit and gave him the 

instrument of his office—the key of kingdom, which is 

the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

Peter was not totally devoid of the exceptional 

qualities expected of a Christian. His obedience 

triggered the giant step of faith that Peter took when he 

abandoned the fishing boat to follow Jesus. The 

commitment to his calling brought about the glory of 

God into his life. Nobody would have known nor have 

been blessed of the spiritual insight of Peter if he chose 

the world instead of following Jesus Christ. “All things 

works together for good to them that loved the Lord, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose” 

(Romans 8:28) Even the spiritual downturn of Peter 

revealed the extent of mercy of God towards mankind. 

We could not have known the extent of the mercy of 

Jesus Christ towards sinners if Peter did not fall 

spiritually, repent of his sins and was lifted up by 

divine love of the Son of God in a brand new 

beginning. We would not have known of the repentant 

heart of the beloved disciple, Peter, if he did not 

demonstrate the steps of faith by seeking for 

forgiveness when he wept bitterly that he denied the 

Savior. Perhaps we have taken this for granted; 

remember that Judas Iscariot did not approach Jesus 
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Christ with a repentant heart after he betrayed our Lord 

Jesus Christ; instead he committed suicide. The 

courageous leadership attributes Peter exhibited on the 

day of Pentecost when he preached the first sermon 

would have perished with him as a fisherman if he did 

not follow Jesus Christ to become a fisher of men. 

 
Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called 
Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit ye here, 
while I go and pray yonder. And he took with him Peter 
and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful 
and very heavy. Then saith he unto them, My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and 
watch with me. And he went a little further, and fell on 
his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as 
I will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the disciples, 
and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, 
could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, 
that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak. He went away again the 
second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this 
cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy 
will be done. And he came and found them asleep again: 
for their eyes were heavy. And he left them, and went 
away again, and prayed the third time, saying the same 
words. Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto 
them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the 
hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at 
hand that doth betray me.  Matthew 26:36-46 

 
A minister of God jokingly gave an extended 

humorous meaning of the word ‘pastor’ as an 
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individual that ‘passes through’—an individual that 

passes through a lot of ups and downs of life and 

becomes endowed with a wealth of various life 

experiences. If Peter were to talk about Jesus Christ, he 

would be speaking from personal experience because 

he had passed through Him. He would not see Him in 

the same perspective as the world. Peter would see 

Jesus Christ as the Lord that bade him to walk on the 

sea. The Fisher of men would see Jesus Christ as the 

Gracious God that gave him the rare privilege to 

behold the heavenly vision during transfiguration and 

saw Moses, one of the Patriarchs and Elijah, one of the 

great prophets, conversing with Jesus Christ. He would 

talk about how he felt the touch of the Presence of God 

and heard His voice saying, “This is my beloved Son in 

whom I am well pleased. Hear ye Him.” He would talk 

about how he broke into the realm of the spirit and 

received a powerful revelation about the name of Jesus 

Christ and the powerful authority the name connotes. 

He would recount the uncountable miracles he 

witnessed in the ministry of Jesus Christ. Peter would 

have also recalled the painful memories. The groan of 

Jesus Christ in the Gethsemane where He bade him 

and two sons of Zebede to watch with him for one hour 

while He prayed that the cup of agony be taken from 

Him. He would be able to paint the picture of the 

anguish of Jesus Christ in his own words as He was 

laboring in prayer in the garden. (Matthew 26:36-46) 

He would recollect the three times he denied Jesus 
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Christ before the rooster crowed. (Matthew 26:69-75) 

Even if the fisher of men was watching our Lord afar 

off he would still be able to give an eye-witness 

account of the ordeal of our Lord on the Cross. Peter 

would have given a detailed description of the crown 

of thorns upon the brow of Jesus Christ, about His 

beating from the scourge that left his back designed 

with hurtful sores of affliction in the hands of His 

persecutors and the hateful spitting from the mouths of 

those He came to save. Yet he would have also talked 

about His death on the Cross, His burial in the 

sepulcher and His resurrection from the grave on the 

third day amidst the centurions. (Luke 24:1-7)  

 

Peter would talk about how he lost focus and went 

back to his formal profession as a fisherman instead of 

upholding his calling as fishers of men.  He would also 

narrate how Jesus Christ reminded him of his first love 

because Jesus Christ used the same words He spoke to 

Peter about three years ago when he was called to 

become fisher of men when He asked him to “cast his 

net to the right side of the boat.” (John 21:3-7) 

Finally, he will talk about the mercy of the Lord for 

restoring him to feed the Lord’s sheep.  

 

This is the sum total of spiritual wisdom that formed 

the basis of his anointing to lead the Church of Jesus 

Christ. All these experiences were the spiritual seeds 

that our Lord Jesus Christ planted in Peter and the rest 
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of the apostles in order that they may bear fruit of 

salvation for others. At the manifestation of the gift of 

Holy Ghost upon the apostles on the day of Pentecost, 

Peter stood boldly and shared his experiences about 

Jesus Christ to the people. He stood tall and narrated 

his experience about Jesus Christ. Beginning with the 

prophecies of the prophets, Peter talked about the birth 

of Jesus Christ, about His mission on earth, about his 

death on the Cross and about His resurrection. The 

people of Jerusalem and the representatives of the 

seventeen nations that converged in Jerusalem to 

participate in the feast of Pentecost, otherwise known 

as (the Feast of Harvest or the Feast of the Weeks) and 

at the same time trade in the bumper harvest of the 

wheat heard the words and about three thousands were 

ushered in to the kingdom of God. (Acts 2:8-41) These 

practical experiences of Peter and the rest of the 

apostles were the word of God that Isaiah prophesied 

that would come out of Zion to the whole world. “ . . . 

The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord 

from Jerusalem.” (Isaiah 2:2-3) This heavenly wisdom 

is the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is the life changing 

device of God that has been transforming people from 

the power of darkness to the marvelous light of God 

since ages. The word of God is the instrument of 

salvation in the hand of Fishers of Men. 
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                   CHAPTER 

Reflect on this! 
 

I have strayed so long in the vanity of life, 
 I have drifted away in the emptiness of life. 

 I wake up today realizing the agony of my folly. 
 O Lord, gather my pieces together for your purpose, 

 Fill my emptiness with fullness of your mercy. 
   

 You have been patient enough for my rerun, 
 You have been waiting in love for my return. 

 I reset my life today in the covenant of your grace. 
 O Lord, gather my pieces together for your purpose, 

 Fill my emptiness with fullness of your grace. 
   

 The engine of your mercy in me is running a waste, 
 The unrealized potentials in me is rusting away. 

 I don’t want to come to your presence without a fruit. 
 O Lord, gather my pieces together for your purpose, 

 Fill my emptiness with fullness of your vision. 
   

 While my fingers can work and my legs can walk, 
 And my energy is yet to be dissipated on nothingness. 

 I offer my humble vessel for your glorious service. 
 O Lord, gather my pieces together for your purpose, 

 Fill my emptiness with fullness of your power. 
   

 The filled hour-glass of life will soon be empty, 
 The day so bright will soon drift to a night so long. 

 O Lord I want to behold the bright light of your glory. 
 Father, gather my pieces together for your purpose, 

 Fill my emptiness with fullness of your glory. 

Michael A. Eleyinafe 
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Your seemingly desolate life is not a problem to Jesus 

Christ. Your past may be ugly and rough but it does 

not matter in the hand of the Master Builder. Your past 

life does not determine your future in the hand of the 

Father that knows the end before the beginning. “. . . I 

am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end 

from the beginning and from ancient times the things 

that are not yet done . . .” (Isaiah 46:9-10) I want you 

to know that God is interested in your life. He is the 

author of your life. He is the potter and you are the 

clay, He will mold and shape you for His glory. He is 

the Creator that wove you in your mother’s womb. 

“For you created my inmost being; you knit me 

together in my mother’s womb.” (Psalm 139:13) He is 

your Lord. He knows the point of control to your 

uncontrollable situations. He is the only one that can 

make you what He wants you to be.  

 

The divine transformation of fishermen to fishers of 

men did not end on the chosen twelve apostles. Jesus 

beamed the spiritual light upon Saul, the persecutor, 

who was on his way to Damascus to widen the scope 

of his persecution against the Church of Jesus Christ. 

Saul of Tarsus left the pathway of destruction when he 

encountered the Lord. He was transformed to Paul of 

Jesus, the apostle that brought the gospel to the 

Gentiles. 
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And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high 
priest, And desired of him letters to Damascus to the 
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether 
they were men or women, he might bring them bound 
unto Jerusalem. And as he journeyed, he came near 
Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about 
him a light from heaven: And he fell to the earth, and 
heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? And he said, Who art thou, 
Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the 
pricks. And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto 
him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee 
what thou must do. And the men which journeyed with 
him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no 
man. And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes 
were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the 
hand, and brought him into Damascus. And he was 
three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. 
Acts 9:1-9  

 
God can as well transform your emptiness to the 

fullness of His glory. He can mold you and shape you 

to what He want you to be for His glory if only you 

can give Him a chance to purge you of your sins and 

fill the empty vacuum of your heart with His Holy 

Spirit. He loves you even if you do not know. He died 

so that you can live. He said “the harvest truly is 

plenteous, but the labourers are few. Pray ye therefore 

the Lord of the harvest, that he will sent forth 

labourers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38) Some 

do not believe that they are called, on the grounds that 



The Making of Fishers of Men 

 

 - 108 - 

the Bible says “many are called, but few are chosen.” 

(Matthew 22:14) However, the Lord has called 

everybody but the faithful ones who are diligent in 

their calling are chosen. Your existence on earth is not 

by accident, it is according to the divine plan of God. 

Whether you know this or not, you have a calling of 

God upon your life. Your calling may not necessarily 

require you to stand on the pulpit to preach the sermon; 

not everybody is called to operate from the pulpit 

before they can be of service to God. Nonetheless, 

there are many vacant offices in the vineyard of God 

where you can perfectly fit in and be of service to 

humanity and excel for the glory of God. Your calling 

is specifically unique to His plan of salvation. You are 

saved to serve – to show the blind the way and to 

become a light in the darkness of this world. God did 

not create two of your kind. God has made you a 

partner in putting finishing touch to the work of 

creation. You possess a unique ability that was 

specially designed from the beginning of world to 

improve upon the earth and leave a trail of excellence 

behind. God does not require your ability; He only 

needs your availability. In fact, your inability is one of 

the sure qualifications he looks for in you so that you 

will totally depend on Him and trust Him in all your 

ways. Your academic qualification may enhance your 

calling but it is not a prerequisite. He will qualify you 

and give you the instrument of your office. Come to 

Him with full commitment and in obedience to his 
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bidding and discover the rare jewel you will become in 

the hand of the Master Jesus Christ after He has 

molded, shaped and purified you to become a fisher of 

men. May God bless you as you are deciding, Amen. 
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                     CHAPTER 

Prayer Points 
 

 

And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and I 

will make you to become fishers of men. And 

straightway they forsook their nets, and followed 

him. (Mark 1:17-18) 
 

• In your holy name O Lord, I step into the realm 

of my spiritual opportunity to be of service in 

your vineyard.  Prepare me O Lord for the 

calling of this season to be a voice of healing to 

the ailing world, to be an instrument of 

deliverance for the entangled world, to bind the 

strong-man in my prayer so that the seed of 

your gospel may be sown on a good ground in 

the heart of humanity, in Jesus name. 

 

• Lord, in the path way of my calling into your 

ministry, prepare me as a vessel unto honor, 

equip me in righteousness so that I can serve 

you in holiness, stir my heart to be in tune with 

you so that your will shall be my command, 

remove the cloudy veil from my eyes so that I 

can behold your glory and anoint my mouth to 

declare the truth, in Jesus name. 
 

This book of the law shall not depart out of they mouth, 

but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou 

mayest observe to do according to all that is written 

therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 

and then  thou shalt have good success. (Joshua 1:8) 

11 
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• Lord, standing tall in the battle line of my 

Christian life requires the wealth of the word 

of God dwelling in me. My God and my 

Redeemer, as you commanded Joshua that 

the book of law shall not depart from his 

mouth, and that he should be meditating in it 

day and night, let me be established in the 

wisdom of your word and live each day of my 

life according to your precepts, in Jesus 

name. 
 

 

Simon Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said 

to him, "We are going with you also." They went out and 

immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught 

nothing. … And He said to them, "Cast the net on the 

right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they 

cast, and now they were not able to draw it in because of 

the multitude of fish. (John 21:3,6) 
 

 

• Help me O Lord, as I follow you in word and in 

deed, do not let me lose my bearing and go 

astray from your presence. O Lord, in 

obedience to your word I cast my spiritual net 

on the right side of boat of life, let me bring 

forth the fruit of salvation into your vine yard, 

make me a light in the darkness of this world, 

in Jesus name. 

  

 

Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I 

am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 

your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. 

For I have given you an example, that ye should do 

as I have done to you. John 13:13-16 
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• Lord, endow me with the spirit of a faithful 

servant, make me a diligent shepherd daily 

caring for the sheep of the Lord, and in 

humility let me wash the feet of the flock in 

my humble services to humanity in 

demonstration of the love and example of 

Jesus Christ.  

 

 

• In your safe hands O Lord, take me through 

the trials of my life with a deep knowledge 

that you are by my side. Teach me in your 

love O Lord; let me learn from the wealth of 

your divine wisdom that the fruit of your trials 

is salvation unto the entire world, in Jesus 

name. 

 

• Lord, I know that you work through man to 

accomplish your purposes in the life of man, I 

therefore submit myself unto you as an 

instrument of blessing unto others. Let my 

righteous services to humanity in terms of 

the timely help I can render to meet their 

physical and spiritual needs be humbly done 

diligently and become acceptable to you, in 

Jesus name. 

  

• I ……………………………….. and others readers 

of this book in one accord, lift up ourselves 

before your presence Almighty God, let the 

inspired truth that this book revealed 

established us in the path of life acceptable 

of God and let Your word make us free so 

that we can be free indeed, in Jesus name.   
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• Lord, as I join my hand of fellowship with 

other partners to bear the gospel light of 

Jesus Christ to the utmost part of the world 

and as we set out to partake in this great 

commission, let the anointed power of Holy 

Spirit seal the word in the hearts of our loved 

ones and let the power in the blood of Jesus 

Christ pave the way of salvation unto them in 

Jesus name. 

 

• I pray that God may enlarge the coast of 

Christ Light Bearers Ministry so that the 

entire world may be reached with the word of 

God. I pray for the author, editors, 

coordinators and all people that are working 

behind the scenes of Christ Light Bearers 

Ministry that God may continue to give them 

divine vision and direction, wisdom and 

understanding to execute the publication 

projects of the ministry, in Jesus name.  
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on this! Series 4.  If you 
would like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, 
please pray the prayer in the box below. Please note that you are 
about to make the most important decision in your life, please be 
very conscious of what you are doing and pay a careful attention 
to what you are saying. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know that you are the Son of Living 
God. I humbly come to you, my King, the way I am. I 
know that I have sinned in my thoughts, words and 
actions. I recognize the sinful path of life that I have been 
living and the sinful choices that I have made. I sincerely 
repent my sinful life and I now turn from everything I 
considered to be wrong.  You died for me on the Cross. 
You gave your life for me that I may live, I gratefully 
accept you as my Savior. I give you a direct access to my 
life as my Savior to cleanse me, as my Lord to control me 
and as my Friend to be with me. I will serve you all the 
remaining years of my life in complete obedience to your 
word, Amen.   

 
If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of 
mind, rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you 
now. We also join the heavenly host to rejoice with you and we 
say, “You are welcome to the fold of Jesus Christ.” There are 
important things you must know and the steps you have to take. 
Please get in contact with a Bible Believing Living Church 
near you to know more about the love of God. Please 
endeavor to make the word of God your standard in life. 
Endeavor to maintain this glorious relationship with God. 
Please let us know how you are growing in faith.  We will 
appreciate it if you give us a feedback so that we can send you 
some materials that will help you in your Christian walk.  
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