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Christ Light Bearers Inc. is a Christian Publication Ministry 

that God endowed with a vision to reach out with 

proclamation of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to the 

entire world. We began our Internet outreach in February 

1999 with one important goal—to provide positive and 

inspirational messages, as a better and righteous 

alternative to some of the unsuitable and filthy 

information that are available on the internet today. We 

thank God for helping us to touch the world with the 

beauty of Jesus Christ with our various publications. With 

14 Evangelical Tracts, 14 series of Reflect on This! 

Books, and 8 mini-books of Pocket Ministers Series we 

are trying to showcase some of the good things that God 

is doing in the ministry. In addition, we publish Weekly 

Bible Studies, Daily Prayer Guide and various Christian 

Poems and Articles on the internet and in the 

newspapers.  

To learn more about this ministry, please visit our website 

www.christlightbearers.com or write us using our contact 

address. 
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WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

 

 

 
Beloved of the Lord you need only one book – the 

Bible, to read and grasp the divine wisdom of God in 

order to fit in perfectly into His Kingdom. And you are 

blessed with lifetime of sweet fellowship with the Holy 

Spirit to guide and empower you with understanding, to 

enlighten your heart so that you may be transformed 

into a golden vessel for the Master’s use. A willing and 

yielding spirit is what you need to start. An obedient 

heart and unwavering trust in God will guide you in the 

journey of life. A determined spirit to continue faithfully 

in righteousness will see you through to His righteous 

side. Why don’t you start today? The Holy Spirit will 

teach you! Use the Reflect on This! Series to aid you in 

your study of the word. 

 

Michael A. Eleyinafe 

Minister, CLB Ministry 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

In all ages and customs, there exist sayings and stories 

handed down to us by our parents who received them 

from own their parents. The stories always added strength 

to the theme of their discussions. However, they are not in 

any way comparable to the persuasive power in the 

parables of Jesus Christ.  

 

The parables of Jesus Christ are simple and illustrative 

anecdotes that drive home both moral and spiritual 

maxims through which a man of understanding may draw 

inspiration to live righteously. Parables may be in form of 

metaphorical expressions that stick easily to our memory. 

Because of their remarkable relation to day-to-day 

activities, they become very difficult to forget. The 

parables of Jesus Christ support the authenticity of the 

word of God. The importance of His parables cannot be 

over-emphasized. Several years before He came to this 

earth, a God’s servant prophesied one of the formats that 

Jesus Christ will reach out to humanity with His message 

of deliverance. “I will open my mouth in a parable; I will 

utter dark sayings of old, which we have heard and 

known, and our fathers have told us.” (Psalm 78:2-3) 

This is the more reason we should pay serious attention to 

these parables. Parables are often expressed in puzzling 

ways that create a craving for understanding the wisdom 

of God. The parables of Jesus Christ are spiritually 

designed to place a man of understanding in a seat of 

judgment. Patiently, through the guiding of the Holy 

Spirit, when the man eventually grasps the meaning of 

these somehow-puzzling parables, he will be able to apply 

the spiritual wisdom gained in taking spiritual decisions.  
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In all His parables, our Lord Jesus Christ always used 

enduring symbols, everyday things that existed in His 

time and continue to exist in ours.  These symbols drive 

home His teaching and the important spiritual principles, 

making it harder for a man to forget what he learned.  

Even if the principles are forgotten, the enduring 

characters sticks to mind and the parable lives on in our 

minds. There is one thing that is amazing about the 

parables of Jesus Christ: the wisdom they reveal cannot 

be outlived. Whenever a parable of Jesus Christ 

understands of man, it always brings forth indisputable 

facts. The meaning of the parable becomes new every day 

as we continue to meditate more and more on God’s 

word. The rapid changes of the modern era cannot make 

His parables obsolete or anachronistic. These parables 

continue to manifest themselves in many current events of 

mankind.  

 

The important point we should bear in mind is that when 

God reveals His word, He is preparing the mind of man 

for His divine blessing. No doubt these parables have 

been in the scripture for ages. Perhaps because the 

parables are scattered in difference chapters of the bible, 

we do not pay them the serious attention they deserve. It 

is my belief that God has empowered His in-depth 

messages in this book to come to His people in this 

season to prepare them for the blessing of the season. 

Prepare your mind in purity in order to receive the 

blessings of God as you are reading this book.  God bless 

you. 
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CHAPTER  

Kingdom of God 
 

PARABLE OF THE SOWER 

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

Then He spoke many things to them in parables, 
saying: "Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he 
sowed, some seed fell by the wayside; and the birds 
came and devoured them. Some fell on stony places, 
where they did not have much earth; and they 
immediately sprang up because they had no depth of 
earth. But when the sun was up they were scorched, 
and because they had no root they withered away. 
And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang 
up and choked them. But others fell on good ground 
and yielded a crop: some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!" 
And the disciples came and said to Him, "Why do You 
speak to them in parables?" He answered and said to 
them, "Because it has been given to you to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has 
not been given. For whoever has, to him more will be 
given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does 
not have, even what he has will be taken away from 
him. Therefore I speak to them in parables, because 
seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, 
nor do they understand. And in them the prophecy of 
Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: 'Hearing you will hear 

1 
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and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and 
not perceive; For the hearts of this people have grown 
dull. Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes 
they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes 
and hear with their ears, Lest they should understand 
with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal 
them.' "But blessed are your eyes for they see, and 
your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I say to you that 
many prophets and righteous men desired to see what 
you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, 
and did not hear it. "Therefore hear the parable of the 
sower: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, 
and does not understand it, then the wicked one 
comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. 
This is he who received seed by the wayside. But he 
who received the seed on stony places, this is he who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a 
while. For when tribulation or persecution arises 
because of the word, immediately he stumbles. Now 
he who received seed among the thorns is he who 
hears the word, and the cares of this world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he 
becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed on the 
good ground is he who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty." 
(Matthew 13:3-23) 

 

Other Scripture Readings: Mark 4:10-25; Luke 8:4-15 

 

The parable of the Sower is a thought provoking message 

of God to humanity. The parable appeared in the three 

gospels of Jesus Christ as indicated above to point man to 

its importance. In this parable the farmer is our Lord 

Jesus Christ and the seed is the word of God otherwise 
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known to the people of the world today as the gospel or 

good news of salvation. The word scatter is indicative of 

the even distribution of the word of God and also of the 

equal opportunity for every package of the word to excel 

and thrive wherever it is planted. The word of God is 

preached throughout the world. Each of these gospel 

seeds possesses a divine potential to deliver man from the 

clutches of Satan. But the ground’s fertility, the 

environment and the seasonal timing of the sowing 

determines whether the seed will germinate at all and 

possibly bear fruit. This parable addresses the 

foundational importance of God’s word in the hearts of 

those who have listened to the gospel. 

 

The seasonal timing of the sowing is determined by the 

farmer which of course, is God incarnated Son Himself. 

And like a dutiful farmer, He will surely clear the 

farmland, till the ground and prepare it for sowing.  At the 

right season, when He is sure that the seed will grow, He 

plants a choice seed in the ground.  Thus, the Son of Man 

completed His own part of the planting. The moment you 

hear the word of God is His planting season. It is not only 

the right time but also a time carefully chosen and 

ordained by God to perfect His glory in your life. 

 

This parable is the spiritual model of human receptivity to 

the word of God. In this model, there are four different 

quadrants upon which the gospel of Jesus Christ is 

received. Each of these quadrants expresses the level of 

fertility and the type environment within a man when the 

message of salvation is planted.  In each of the quadrants 

there are spiritual factors that promote or inhibit spiritual 
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growth of the word of God. Each quadrant denotes a 

specific type of ground.  

 

1 2 

3 4 

 

In the first quadrant, the seed fell along the path, and the 

birds came and ate it up. The problem of the first 

quadrant was not about the quality of the ground. The 

ground was fertile, plants can thrive on it.  However, the 

seed fell on a pathway as against a well cultivated a plot 

of farmland. Many people pass through this pathway. The 

seed which denoted the word of God upon this ground is 

turned to a ball that people kick around as they move on. 

There was no room for the seed to settle on the ground to 

begin the process of germination. The enemy soon 

discovers this seed and its potential and decides to nibble 

it at the tip.  Some people receive the message of 

salvation but instead of allowing the word to reside in 

them, instead of watering this seed by daily meditating 

upon the word, some carelessly spill out the message of 

truth and make it a subject of debate in the gathering of 

idolaters and heathens in the pathway of his life. These 

people joked, jested, ridiculed and trivialized the message 

 

Seed fell along the 

path and the birds 

came and ate it up 

Seed fell on good soil, 

where it produced fruits 

some– hundred, sixty or 

thirty times what was 
sown. 

Seed that fell on a 

rocky place where it 

did not have much 

soil 

 
Seed fell among the 

thorns, which grew up 

and choked the plants 
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of salvation until it is reduced to nothing and the memory 

of it was completely erased in the heart of the man that 

received the word. They always exchange their deceitful 

ideas for the truth persuasively, by saying “I do not 

believe in such a thing.” The innocent one will begin to 

see the reason why he should not believe until the season 

of grace slips away from him. Your family, relatives and 

friends are the people that are journey on with you in the 

pathway of your life. You’re your family and friends can 

help you grow in your Christian life journey if you have 

the right friends supporting you spiritually and the wrong 

friends can drag you to hell fire. Beware of the kind of 

friends you keep! 

 

In the second quadrant the seed fell on a rocky place 

where it did not have much soil. The fertility of the soil 

is not a problem in this quadrant. The seed at least sprung 

out indicating that the soil was fertile.  The problem was 

the shallowness of the good ground due to the stony rocks 

beneath the ground. The embedded troubles in the 

ground’s foundation created problems for the seed 

germinating upon it. Many people received the message 

of salvation wholeheartedly but the message could not 

have a strong grip in their hearts because of various 

problems underneath that militated against the truth. 

Some of the major problems include: traditional customs, 

mindset and persecution.  

 

There are two types of traditional customs. The first is the 

righteous custom with righteous origin. Righteousness in 

this context is not about the behavior of man; rather it is 

the righteousness of God according to His inspired 
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scriptural precepts.  There is nothing wrong if anyone 

takes a righteous decision within Christian norms. And 

the second is moral or immoral customs with evil and 

idolatrous origins. There are some people that are morally 

good because of their religious or customary laws.  

However, within the same law there exist some 

horrendous immoral behaviors. An accepted truth in 

Christendom is that Jesus Christ is the Son of the Living 

God. This foundational principle has been the reason 

some people will never accept salvation through Christ. 

They believe their own religious dogma that says, “God 

has no Son.”  Some idolatry minded would say, “I love 

the good news and your preaching is superb but my 

parents worship traditional gods and so do I.” Essentially, 

their idolatry customs act like rocks beneath the good 

ground in their minds and blind their spiritual eyes.  As it 

was difficult for a seed to grow on a rocky ground, the 

people that received the message of God found it difficult 

to perceive the truth. 

 

A mindset is a fixed mental attitude or a disposition that 

predetermines person's responses to and interpretations of 

situations.1  Before the word of God is preached to some, 

they have already made up their minds about what their 

responses will be. In most cases, their reactions are 

always repulsive because they have made up their minds 

and never surrender it to allow the truth a grip in their 

mind. These types of people are in a perpetual chain of 

 

1The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English 

Language, Third Edition copyright © 1992 by 

Houghton Mifflin Company.  
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worldliness. The gods of world had blindfolded them and 

that is why they closed the door of their hearts against the 

truth. Like a seed that sprung up and later dies because of 

the rock underneath, every good news of the scripture that 

can set them free always dies behind the door of their 

heart. 

 

Another effective weapon in the enemy’s arsenal is 

persecution. Persecution manifests in various ways 

against a believer but the ultimate aim of persecution is to 

kill the growing seed of salvation that possesses ability to 

spread deliverance for others. Persecution is the reason 

some people made an evil choice to burn up a church 

building in a community.  Persecution is one of the 

reasons some people think that people of other faith do 

not deserve any right to live and therefore kill innocent 

people because of their resentment towards their faith. 

Persecution is the reason certain communist countries ban 

the distribution of Bible. Persecution is the reason some 

people are pettily agitating to remove “In God we trust,” 

from dollar in order to propound secularist theory in the 

state. Persecution was the reason some use the powerful 

hands of secular law to remove The Ten Commandments, 

from the front of a state High Court which had been a 

relic symbol of righteousness in United States of 

America. Persecution is the result of two of Satan’s 

cardinal evil operations – to steal, to kill, and to destroy. 

“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to 

destroy…” (John 10:10) Satan steals anointing with 

deceit but he kills and destroys one way or the other with 

persecution.  Persecution is one of the foundational 

problems of mankind. Its level of evil operations varies 
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from one nation to the other. More than ever before, it 

surfaces in all parts of the world, striving hard to burn out 

the fabric of truth, the good news in the hearts of people 

and does not allow the seed of the truth to germinate and 

bear enduring fruits of salvation. As a soldier of Christ, 

stand up in righteousness to defend the truth. I have a 

good-news for you, enemy can only kill the body, but it 

cannot touch nor tamper with the soul and spirit of the 

righteous. 

 

In the third quadrant the seed fell among the thorns, 

which grew up and choked the plants. The third 

problem was not also of the fertility of the soil. Here the 

seed fell upon a fertile but hostile ground. The ground 

was hostile because an overwhelming demand was placed 

upon the nutrients in the ground—nutrients meant to 

allow the seed to germinate, blossom and bear fruit. The 

heart of a man is the center of all his activities and 

operations. The mind of an average man is like a piece of 

fertile ground and each fraction of the mind represents 

what the individual man is currently doing. Imagine the 

portion we set aside for education that began from first 

grade to any level of education attained. Imagine the 

portion we set aside for our immediate family and 

extended activities. Think about the portion we set aside 

for our jobs – some involving themselves in two job 

schedules that take the whole seven days in a week. Think 

about running around health needs of the family – 

keeping hospital appointments and dental appointments. 

What about our quest for investment opportunities 

available to us— everybody wants to have a house to his 

name, perhaps as a legacy of inheritance for his family. 
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The system we operate in is another factor. Even if you 

want to devote time for the things of the Spirit, who will 

pay the mortgage bills, who will pay the credit cards 

bills? You can behold the battle between being credit 

worthy and being heavenly worthy. What about the 

vacation trips that keeps you away from the hullabaloo of 

the everyday busy schedules? All these activities are very 

important to every man living well on earth. You will 

now realize that it takes a great struggle to create room for 

prayer meeting during the week. It is a great struggle to 

slot in time for Weekly Bible Studies. It is great struggle 

to even have family morning and evening devotions 

especially when you have that modern idol called TV in 

your living room harassing you with all sorts of appealing 

entertainments to take your heart away from the 

responsibility of fellowship with God in your family. 

Your interest in the TV determines whether it is your god 

or another instrument of information under your control in 

your sitting room. Even if you are in the church on 

Sunday, you will now realize why people easily feel 

bored after one hour fellowship with their Creator but 

they can spend 24/7 worshipping the god of dollar or 

attending sporting events and they would never complain. 

Any activities outside our fellowship with God that can 

choke the seed of salvation in our hearts are the hostile 

thorns in the fertile soil. The question we need to ask 

ourselves is, “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the 

whole world, and loses his own soul?” (Matthew 16:26)  

If we truly want the seed of the gospel to bear fruit in our 

hearts, we need to deliberately create quality time out of 

our busy schedules for sweet fellowship with our Creator.   
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In the fourth quadrant the seed fell on good soil, where it 

produced a crop – hundred, sixty or thirty time what 

was sown. The first thing that comes to mind when we 

hear about a "good ground" is the high quality fertile soil 

that one can plant seeds with assurance that it will 

germinate at the right time and bear fruit in its due season. 

From the stand point of a farmer, good ground can be 

described as a land that is not porous as sandy soil that 

cannot hold water, a land that is not sticky as clay soil that 

does not absorb water easily. The land is naturally fertile, 

not a swampy soil that is covered with water all the year 

and not a desert that does not have adequate rain and 

suffer constant wind erosion. In this soil, the sunlight is 

never in short supply to this ground and it is not 

embedded with rock that will not allow the roots of the 

plant to have a good grip to the soil. The ground is ever 

fresh—fresh because it is well watered, and well sun-

lighted. This is the type of ground that farmers always 

look for in order to plant their seeds. The hearts of 

believers are the metaphorical good ground that the 

distinguished of all farmers, Jesus Christ, came to plant a 

precious seed of the gospel about two thousand years ago. 

The seed was sown in good grounds in the city of 

Jerusalem. The seed germinated and bore much fruit so 

that about three thousand fruits were harvested one day on 

the Day of Pentecost.  

Believers that are living in the precepts of God’s word 

belong to this fourth category.  The word of God 

manifested its divine purposes for the glory of God 

according to the intention of a Sower who wanted his 

efforts in his farmland to produce a high yield. Within the 

fourth quadrant, in this good ground, there are three 



Kingdom of God 

- 11 - 

 

divisions—the high yield crop, the medium yield crop and 

lastly the low yield. The seed that yielded hundred fold 

can be described as matured Christian, and the levels 

progress according to their maturity in the Lord. What 

determines their maturity is not their ability, it is their 

availability. It is the time they spend in the presence of the 

Lord, it is their focus on Him. The less they see 

themselves, the more they experience the fullness of God. 

The less they depend on their power of intellect and skills, 

the more they experience the divine ability of God. In 

other words, there is an ever present challenge to those 

Christians in this quadrant: there is yet a higher level to 

attain in the vineyard of God.  

 

The precious seed was taken from the Seat of Mercy in 

Heaven and brought to this world through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Son of Living God. Jesus Christ considers your 

heart to be the best place for this precious seed to grow, 

for you were created to bear fruit for the glory of God and 

from the beginning you have been prepared for this 

purpose. You have been hearing about the word of God, 

the good news or the gospel, in the church, in the crusade 

ground, on the radio or television; or perhaps you have 

read about the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the Bible. What 

impact has this made in your life? Where has this precious 

seed fallen in your heart? Does the seed fall on a good 

ground or on the rocky ground or among the thorns? You 

will not find it difficult to locate yourself in the spiritual 

model of receptivity of the good news in the quadrant 

above. Do not allow the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross 

to be in vain in your life. Won’t you this day open your 

heart to receive this seed of love that will change your life 
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for good? That was why He came to die for you so that 

you can embrace salvation. Repent and turn from your 

sin, you will partake in the finished works of the Cross. 

Let Jesus Christ have His way in your good ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The seed is not the problem, the ground is not 

the problem neither was the Sower the 

problem, the environment determined whether 

the seed would grow and bear fruit. 

 
O Lord, I yield my heart unto you as a good ground, 
for the seed of salvation today. Let the seed 
germinate in my heart and bear a hundred-fold of 
fruit for your glory, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND TARES  

 

Scripture Readings 

 

Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The 
kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed 
in his field; but while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat and went his way. But 
when the grain had sprouted and produced a crop, then 
the tares also appeared. So the servants of the owner 
came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow good seed in 
your field? How then does it have tares?' He said to 
them, 'An enemy has done this.' The servants said to 
him, 'Do you want us then to go and gather them up?' 
But he said, 'No, lest while you gather up the tares you 
also uproot the wheat with them. Let both grow together 
until the harvest, and at the time of harvest I will say to 
the reapers, "First gather together the tares and bind 
them in bundles to burn them, but gather the wheat into 
my barn." ' (Matthew 13:24-30)  
 
Then Jesus sent the multitude away and went into the 
house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, "Explain 
to us the parable of the tares of the field." He answered 
and said to them: "He who sows the good seed is the 
Son of Man. The field is the world, the good seeds are 
the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of 
the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is the 
devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 
are the angels. Therefore as the tares are gathered and 
burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The 
Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather 
out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who 
practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace 
of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then 
the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
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of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!  
(Matthew 13:36-43) 

 

The Parable of the Tares is one of the parables that Jesus 

Christ took time to explain to the disciples in the Bible. If 

we do not deliberate further on this parable the divine 

wisdom in the explanation of our Lord Jesus Christ is 

sufficient. We are just looking at this parable again to 

relate it to our present-day situations. 

 

The first thing we notice in this parable was that Jesus 

Christ compared it with the kingdom of God. If careful 

attention is paid to this parable, we will realize that Jesus 

Christ succinctly summarized the story of crisis after the 

creation and the effective way the Heavens had managed 

the crisis. In the parable we understand the good 

intentions of God about creation. At the beginning, God 

created perfect man in His own image, with all the Godly 

spiritual attributes. Satan stealthily slipped into the 

Garden of Eden to pollute the perfect man that God 

created. Jesus Christ came to the Earth to do the opposite. 

He came to sow the good seed with high yield in to His 

field.  

 

Among the key words we need to understand very well 

are, the sower of the seed and the owner in the parable are 

the same, the good seed is the word of God. The field  is 

the earth, the tares is the seed of devil and the enemy is 

Satan. The sower of the seed is Jesus Christ as the 

scripture had revealed. The sower is known in the book of 

Genesis as the Seed of the woman.  In the judgment of 

God between the serpent the Devil and the woman (Eve) 
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God said, “And I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your seed and her Seed; …” 

(Genesis 3:15) The good seed in the parable is pregnant 

with analysis that needs to be broken down for the 

purpose of understanding. The good seed is the 

transforming message of the gospel of Jesus Christ in the 

heart of mankind. The good seed is a new order from 

heaven that emanates from the presence of the merciful 

God specifically designed for the salvation of mankind. 

The good seed is encapsulated in the word of God and 

Apostle John revealed that, “as many as received Him 

(the word of God) to them He gave right to become the 

children of God …” (John 1:12) This good seed, the 

message of the gospel is not for other creations of God 

and up to this moment, it is still a mystery to the angels. 

The field, as mentioned earlier, is the planet earth, the 

dwelling place of mankind. The tares in the parable are 

the encapsulated work of enemy that are primarily 

designed to pollute, to corrupt, to deceive, to frustrate and 

eventually destroy the message of the truth that the gospel 

of Jesus Christ represented. The tare is also known in 

Genesis as the seed of devil. (Genesis 3:15) Anyone that 

has been influenced and transformed by the polluted and 

deceitful message of Satan are known as the seed of devil. 

“You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your 

father you want to do. He was a murderer from the 

beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there 

is not truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from 

his resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.” (John 

8:44) The enemy is Satan the Devil. The servants of the 

owner in the parable are the pastors, the evangelists, 

prophets, and anyone serving in the vineyard of God.  



The Parables 

- 16 - 

 

 

In a plain language, the sower, which is Jesus Christ, the 

Seed of the woman came to sow the precious seed which 

is the gospel in to the field which is the heart of all men 

on earth. In the night while men slept, (the timing denoted 

the nature and strategy of the evil activities) his enemy 

which is Satan the Devil came to sow tare which is the 

seed of Devil in the same field. The servants who 

witnessed the process of sowing of the good seed raised 

alarm when they discovered tares were growing among 

the wheat. The nature of man in them made them feel so 

bad and they ran to the Master to report the discovery. 

The servants had plans to deal with the issue, but their 

Master, the owner had a better plan. He said let them 

grow together until harvest time. 

 

Every believer that has accepted the gospel of Jesus 

Christ is an object of the enemy’s attack. The moment the 

word of God begins to have its free course in your life, 

the moment it begins to germinate and blossom, the 

impact of the word’s growth will become noticeable. This 

change creates a class difference between the believers 

and the unbelievers. The devil’s purpose of growing tares 

among the wheat is to choke up the good seed -- in other 

words, to frustrate the new life the believer had found in 

the Lord. One of the clear identities of the children of the 

kingdom of God is persecution. It is not a pleasurable 

identity. It is an inevitable identity. It is the price of 

choosing Christ instead of the world. When you identify 

yourself with Jesus Christ, Satan becomes jittery.  He sets 

in motion the people that are very close to you to 
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persuade you away from taking the righteous stand. Their 

persuasion may take different forms ranging from jesting, 

punishment, denial, alienation and in some cases, death. 

(Matthew 5:11-12) They may start with name-calling. The 

Pharisees did not spare the Lord Jesus Christ, they called 

Him Beelzebub. (John 15:18-20) 

 

The servants of God would look at the situation of the 

new convert they had labored on and feel frustrated as 

well. They would feel like taking law into their hands and 

detail a rescue team to go into the camp of the 

persecutors, perhaps to destroy the persecutors in order to 

rescue the new convert.  But Our Lord Jesus Christ would 

reveal to His servants that this is a wrong approach. He 

would say, “Let them grow together,” -- meaning that let 

the new convert weather the storm of his Christian life. 

The reason is simple. An attack from the team of God’s 

servants against the persecutors will have a negative 

impact in the life of new convert. If the persecutors are 

the member of his family, the new convert may resent this 

rescue attempt and say, “I did not accept the gospel of 

Jesus Christ so as to permit anyone an unjust access to my 

family affairs.”  If care is not taken, the vengeance may 

uproot the germinating word of God in the heart of the 

believer. Instead the role of the faithful servants of God 

should include—continuous encouragement of the new 

believer in the word of God, praying for him for divine 

strength and counseling him in righteousness to be strong. 

This is why it seems that Christians are weak in the area 

of exercising physical force for self-defense. It is not 

weakness as such, rather is the righteous response to the 
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spiritual senselessness of the persecutors whom Satan had 

manipulated to torment the children of God.  

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ had assured us that, “… the gate of 

hell shall not prevail against His church.” He knew that 

no matter how much the enemy tried they will not be 

victorious upon the believer as long as the believer can 

look unto Jesus, “the Author and Finisher of our faith.” 

The day of harvest is very near, the righteous elect will be 

gathered together in the bosom of Abraham, and the 

wicked will be separated and be told, “Depart from me, 

you the workers of iniquities, I know you not.” They will 

be also be gathered together eventually in the presence of 

Satan, and subjected to everlasting judgment in the 

hellfire. “Stand still and see the salvation of God which 

He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians 

whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 

The Lord will fight for you, and shall hold your peace.” 

(Exodus 14:14-15) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patience and perseverance approach 

separates the tares from the wheat; 

at last the wicked will not be 

gathered with the righteous. 
 
O Lord, grant me the divine ability to 
weather the storm of my Christian life 
journey and let me be victorious at last, in 
Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLE OF MUSTARD SEED 

 

Scripture Readings:  

 

Another parable He put forth to them, saying: "The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and sowed in his field, which indeed is 
the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is 
greater than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the air come and nest in its branches." 
(Matthew 13:31-32) 
So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for 
assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard 
seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here 
to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be 
impossible for you. (Matthew 17:20) 
 
"You, O king, were watching; and behold, a great 
image! This great image, whose splendor was 
excellent, stood before you; and its form was 
awesome. This image's head was of fine gold, its 
chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of 
bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and 
partly of clay. You watched while a stone was cut out 
without hands, which struck the image on its feet of 
iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the 
iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold 
were crushed together, and became like chaff from 
the summer threshing floors; the wind carried them 
away so that no trace of them was found. And the 
stone that struck the image became a great mountain 
and filled the whole earth. "This is the dream. Now we 
will tell the interpretation of it before the king. You, O 
king, are a king of kings. For the God of heaven has 
given you a kingdom, power, strength, and glory; and 
wherever the children of men dwell, or the beasts of 
the field and the birds of the heaven, He has given 
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them into your hand, and has made you ruler over 
them all--you are this head of gold. But after you shall 
arise another kingdom inferior to yours; then 
another, a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule 
over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom shall be as 
strong as iron, inasmuch as iron breaks in pieces and 
shatters everything; and like iron that crushes, that 
kingdom will break in pieces and crush all the others. 
Whereas you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter's 
clay and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; 
yet the strength of the iron shall be in it, just as you 
saw the iron mixed with ceramic clay. And as the toes 
of the feet were partly of iron and partly of clay, so 
the kingdom shall be partly strong and partly fragile. 
As you saw iron mixed with ceramic clay, they will 
mingle with the seed of men; but they will not adhere 
to one another, just as iron does not mix with clay. 
And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will 
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it 
shall break in pieces and consume all these 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. Inasmuch as 
you saw that the stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, and that it broke in pieces the iron, 
the bronze, the clay, the silver, and the gold--the 
great God has made known to the king what will 
come to pass after this. The dream is certain, and its 
interpretation is sure." (Daniel 2:31-45) 
 

Other Scripture Readings: Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19 

 

There is no way we can consider this parable without 

touching generally on the dynamism of a seed. Every seed 

is an expression of the infinite wisdom of God. In every 

seed, there exists a blue print of life of the plant—the 

root, the stem, the branches, the leaves, the fruits and 
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the ability to stand the tenuous season of the plant’s 

life, are all divinely programmed and locked into the 

seed by God. In addition, the quickening power of God 

is also locked-in in the seed— the livening power to 

respond miraculously to the process of germination. 

Perhaps we are taking this for granted. Have you ever 

considered how the germinating seed follows the law 

of gravity? The radicle grows out of the seed to form 

the root of the plant and continues to grow downward 

to give the plant a good grip upon the soil.  At the same 

time, the root provides its stem with all nutrients that 

can make the plant grow very well. Likewise the plume 

continues to grow vertically to form the stem, 

branches and leaves of the plant. In between this 

miraculous process of germination, the cotyledon 

supports both the radicle and plume at the point of 

growing until the two parts of the plants can stand on 

their own. 

 

Each of the seed of mustard is smaller than the ‘period’ 

marks you can find at the end of each sentence in this 

book, yet all the divine ability to germinate and grow to a 

tree of an awesome size is locked into each of these tiny 

seeds. If you happen to see this seed physically, there is 

tendency to disregard and despise its ability because of its 

scanty and almost microscopic appearance. If mustard 

seeds are spilled unto the ground, there is no way you can 

gather them together again with your fingers. 

 

In comparing the kingdom of God to a mustard seed, our 

Lord Jesus Christ is also expressing the amazing spiritual 
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dynamism of the kingdom. The kingdom of God is that 

tiny little stone that struck the image in the dream of 

Nebuchadenezzar, and grew to become a great mountain 

that filled the whole earth. “You watched while a stone 

was cut out without hands which struck the image on its 

feet of iron and clay and broke them in pieces. … And the 

stone that struck the image became a great mountain and 

filled the whole earth.” (Daniel 2:34-35b) The kingdom 

of God is the Church of Jesus Christ. It all began with a 

tiny little baby born in the manger in the little village of 

Bethlehem. Like a stone cut out without hands, He was 

born of a virgin and His conception was not by man but 

by Holy Spirit through the spoken words of angel Gabriel. 

But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least 

among the rulers of Judah; For out of you shall come a 

Ruler who will shepherd My people Israel. (Matthew 2:6) 

The Church of Jesus Christ is on the move, and the scope 

of His glory in her is beyond human imagination. It had 

been providing refuge for millions of elects that came to 

the Kingdom of Jesus Christ for the past 2000 years. Our 

Lord Jesus Christ assured that the gate of hell shall not 

prevail against the Church. (Matthew 16:18) 

 

In teaching about faith, Jesus Christ also used the mustard 

seed to express the dynamism of faith. With the seed, He 

quantified the minimum level of faith required to 

command the mountains of our lives to shift into the sea. 

In other words, Jesus Christ was trying to unfold to 

mankind that our natural abilities to get a certain job done 

do not amount to anything. But a little trust in the word of 

God and confidence in His divine ability is all man needs 
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to receive an abundance of blessing from the Heavenly 

Father.  God does not need much to bless His people. 

 

During the three and a half year drought that came upon 

Israel, God was able to preserve his servant Elijah from 

the hands of Queen Jezebel. He also made His provision 

available for him to sustain him. Divine direction led the 

prophet to the widow of Zarephath, (I Kings 17:9-16) so 

that the widow might look after the man of God. The 

famine in the land was so devastating that the widow was 

preparing the last meal for herself and her son. Prophet 

Elijah approached the widow with his needs and also gave 

her prophetic instructions on the simple steps she need to 

take so that she would be able to meet those needs. The 

widow of Zarephath was initially hesitant but however 

she exercised that tiny mustard size of faith and she 

believed in the word of the man of God and did according 

to the directive of Elijah. God glorified Himself in the 

faith of the widow. The barrel of her flour was not 

exhausted and her cruse of oil did not dry up.  

 

A widow of a deceased priest of God cried out in despair 

to Elisha, the prophet of God, “The creditors are coming 

to take my two boys as slaves.” Even if she did not know 

exactly how to solve her problems, she knew where to go. 

She brought her case to the man of God.  Her mustard 

seed size of faith in the Lord assured her that God could 

intervene in her situation. Prophet Elisha was not ignorant 

of the divine power of God.  He replied to her, “How can 

I help you?  Tell me, what do you have in your house?”  

The widow replied, “Your servant has nothing there at 

all, except a little oil.”  ‘A little,’ that was all that the man 
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of God wanted to hear because God does not need ‘a lot’ 

to bless a daughter of Abraham.  Elisha said, “Go around 

and ask all you neighbors for empty jars.  Don’t ask for 

just a few.  Then go inside and shut the door behind you 

and your sons.  Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is 

filled, put it to one side." (II King 4:1-4) After she 

completed the instruction of the prophet, she came back to 

tell him and Elisha told her, “Go, sell the oil and pay your 

debt and you and your sons live on the rest.” That was 

how the first oil industry began commercial trading with 

next to nothing little oil resources of the widow. 

 

When the disciples of Jesus Christ reported that there 

were only seven loaves left, Jesus Christ bid the multitude 

to sit on the ground because the glory of God was about to 

be manifested in the little food for the multitude. (Mark 

8:1-8) Jesus Christ took the seven loaves along with two 

pieces of fish and gave thanks and set it before the 

multitude. Of course, this is a clear sense of appreciation. 

It is not only a lesson that we should thank God before 

and after our meal every day. More importantly, it is a 

lesson that we should thank God for the ‘little,’ those 

things we considered insignificant. Whatever ‘little’ that 

is manifested in your life is a message from God that His 

multiplying effect is on the way towards you. It is the 

beginning of a new song of praise that God will give you. 

It is intended for the glory of God. No wonder, after the 

thanksgiving, the miracle of multiplication took place 

upon the little food. The multiplying effect of the little 

treasure in your hand is the fruit of compassion of God 

towards us. It was cultured in faithfulness, flourished in 

trust and obedience, and launched out in thanksgiving. 
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Anytime you apply this spiritual principle to your material 

situations, whatever may be its nature, you will 

experience the mightiness of God in your ‘little.’ The 

scripture revealed that four thousand people were fed with 

it and seven large baskets of leftover fragments were 

gathered. We now understand that in any situation we 

may find ourselves, we still need to behold that the divine 

presence of God is there with us in our little.  

 

God always pay attention to the insignificant things. The 

tiny little ‘ants’ made it to the Bible.  God used the tiny 

creature as a prescription to obtain wisdom for mankind, 

“Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and be 

wise.” (Proverbs 6:8) I do not think that word ‘elephant’ 

was ever found in the Bible. Multitudes of unrighteous 

people in a church do not count before God but a 

consistent little effort in a small congregation of the 

righteous will receive divine encouragement of God and 

will become a mighty blessing to the populace. 

 

 

 
 

 

The size of a seed does not determine its 

dynamism; it is the power of God that 

makes difference. 

 
O Lord, You are the lifter of my head. I put my 
trust in You; let me experience your divine increase 
in my righteous little efforts in the course of my 
Christian journey on earth, in Jesus name.  

Think and Pray ….. 



The Parables 

- 26 - 

 

PARABLES OF THE TREASURE AND PEARL 

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure 
hidden in a field, which a man found and hid; and 
for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and 
buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, and who, 
when he had found one pearl of great price, went 
and sold all that he had and bought it. (Matthew 
13:44-46) 

 

In these two parables Jesus Christ simultaneously reveals 

both the precious and elusive nature of the kingdom of 

heaven.  One of the reasons for this elusiveness is that the 

kingdom’s activities are not popular in the world. In any 

business that man involves, his first thought will be, 

“What is in the business for me?” I bet that a farmer will 

not endeavor to plant if he was sure that nothing will 

come out for him in return.  When we compare the earthly 

result-oriented activities of man with the result of the 

kingdom of God activities, some consider the unknown 

result of the spiritual activities as a waste of precious 

time. But Christ had assured that, “Every one that hath 

forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 

mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name’s 

sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit 

everlasting life.” (Matthew 19:29) This is why the 

kingdom of heaven is hidden to the people that put their 

hope on the material things of the flesh.  However, it is 

not hidden to the people that placed their hope on the 

things of the spirit. It is not hidden to those who have 
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known God Almighty as the Creator of heaven and earth. 

It is not hidden to those who have accepted Jesus Christ 

as the Lord and Savior of the entire world.  

 

Kingdom of heaven is not a treasure that you just 

accidentally stumble upon. One of the mysteries of the 

kingdom of heaven is that it seeks every human being on 

earth. This was why Jesus Christ, the precious gift of 

God, came to this world to bring man to the knowledge of 

God. The kingdom searches man through the word of 

God, through the good news of salvation from the 

servants of God ordained for this purpose. The power of 

the kingdom heals our infirmities and set the people in the 

shackles of demonic oppression free. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the King of the kingdom revealed to John in the 

Revelation 3:20 and said, “Behold, I stand at the door, 

and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 

will come into him and will sup with him and he with 

me.”  The kingdom seeks man through the good and 

righteous works of the believers.  The ministry of 

kindness to which all believers are called causes the 

people they blessed to seek the secret of their loving 

kindness. The search may lead the recipient of their 

benevolence to know God and establish a lasting 

relationship with Him. 

 

One of the major problems of man from ages was looking 

for God in the wrong direction. Man possesses a natural 

tendency towards establishing relationship with beings 

beyond them. They behold the glory of the sun and moon 

as well as the stars.  They know that the heavenly bodies 

are beyond the creative ideas of mankind. In their 
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passionate but ignorant search for relationship, they 

considered that the deity that supplied their needs as the 

object of their worship. That is why some sought to 

worship the god of sun, moon or star or anything they 

chose to represent these deities. Christians call this 

inordinate tendency idolatry. Ignorance makes man to 

abandon the Creator in order to worship a creature. 

Unfortunately, idolatry is still rampart in all human 

societies. There are many forms of idolatry today. The 

Bible reveals that, “…money answereth all things.” 

(Ecclesiastes 10:19) This is true. But the negative 

implication of this truth is the mentality behind the blind 

and ferocious search for money by people across all ages. 

This, of course, is another form of idolatry in the life of 

anyone who does not place God Almighty in the position 

of preeminence over and above the god of mammon. That 

is why, a lot of crimes and atrocities today are related to 

money in some way or another.  

 

Ignorance is another problem that obscures the kingdom 

of heaven from the eyes of many. Do not be surprised that 

in this century, two thousand years after Jesus Christ has 

walked the earth, when you tell someone about Jesus 

Christ, they tend to behave as if you are speaking 

gibberish. Their usual response is not always intended to 

exhibit their resentment or vent their angers towards the 

Christian ideologies. The truth is that they are simply 

ignorant of the basic truth, and they do not know how to 

approach God to obtain salvation.  

 

Saul of Tarsus was an educated lawyer, a legal luminary 

of his time. He was also a religious man.  Yet, for all his 
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intelligence and religion, he did not know about the 

hidden treasure of the kingdom of heaven. He still led 

other persecutors in a campaign to stamp out the name of 

Jesus Christ. He applied his legal education and his career 

as a lawyer to enhance his ignorant beliefs.  He was 

pursing an ignorant venture to expand the scope of his 

persecution of believers when he encountered Jesus Christ 

as a bright light from heaven on his way to Damascus. 

Jesus Christ, the Everlasting King of the kingdom visited 

him and he could not remain the same again after that 

divine encounter. He discarded all worldly activities to 

follow after the King of Heaven.  

 

Saul of Tarsus, now Paul after his conversion, was a 

typical example of the man Jesus describes in his parable. 

After finding a treasure or a pearl of a great price, he 

decided to sell all he possessed in order to possess the 

kingdom of heaven which is depicted as a priceless 

treasure. He went in the understanding and the strength of 

the kingdom to preach to the philosophers in Athens, the 

Epicureans and the Stoics who spent their precious time 

learning new things. He said, “Men of Athens! I see that 

in every way you are very religious. For as I walked 

around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I 

even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN 

UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something 

unknown I am going to proclaim to you. (Acts 17:22-23) 

The forum provided an opportunity for Paul to introduce 

and explain God to the Athenian philosophers. Some of 

the ignorant philosophers mocked him but some believed. 
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There comes a stage in a believer’s walk when he must 

say with resolve, “Forward ever and backward never,” in 

his relationship with the kingdom of heaven. At this point 

nothing matters anymore. If the believer lives, he knows 

that he lives for Christ, if it is death, “Oh, to God be the 

glory!” This heavenly consciousness will make the 

believer utter an encouraging word like Paul that says, 

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword … For I am persuaded, that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

powers, not things present, nor things to come, nor 

height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.”  

 

In the inseparable spirit of the heavenly kingdom 

relationship of Paul, he revealed his resolute intentions to 

the believers in Philippi. He said,  

 

“But what this were gain to me, these I have counted 
loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all thing loss 
for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain 
Christ and be found in Him, not having my own 
righteousness, which is form the law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is 
from God by faith; that I may know Him and the 
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
sufferings, being conformed to his death, if, by any 
means, I may attain to the resurrection from the 
death.” (Philippians 3:7-11) 
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The important question that man never asks his Creator is, 

“Why do you love me so much that you seek me in order 

to demonstrate your love to me?” Whoever reflects upon 

the reason the Savior came to this earth and endeavors to 

understand the thoughtful purposes of God will appreciate 

and always hope for the kingdom of God to come. 

Stephen understood this purpose. He beheld in the open 

heavens, and saw the glory of God.  Stephen saw Jesus 

standing on the right hand of God and the world did not 

matter anymore to him. Even at the point of death, when 

the persecutors were hauling stone on him, in intense pain 

he could still intercede for his enemies and said, “Lord, 

lay not this sin to their charge.” Has it ever crossed your 

mind why the apostles of Jesus Christ did not back out 

from their callings? The reason is not far fetched. They 

discovered the priceless treasure of the heavenly 

kingdom; they forsook their fathers and mothers, their 

wives and children, their carriers and earthly goals for the 

kingdom of heaven. Brethren, if you are still holding any 

earthly thing closely and tightly to your heart and you do 

not feel like letting it go, perhaps you have not yet found 

the kingdom of heaven. If you find that spiritual treasure, 

the kingdom of heaven, you will never remain the same.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tons of money will be required to purchase 

treasures and pearls; but the kingdom of 

God is priceless and free. Get hold of it. 

 
O Lord, the treasures and pearls are precious but not 
as the kingdom of Heaven. Reveal the mystery of this 
priceless kingdom to me and give me the grace to 
uphold it till eternity, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLE OF FISHING NET 

 

Scripture Reading:  

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet that 
was cast into the sea and gathered some of every 
kind, which, when it was full, they drew to shore; 
and they sat down and gathered the good into 
vessels, but threw the bad away. So it will be at the 
end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate 
the wicked from among the just, and cast them into 
the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth." (Matthew 13:47-50) 

 

In this parable Jesus Christ gives us a scenario of how the 

righteous believers will be ushered into the Kingdom of 

God. The Kingdom of God was like a net that was let 

down into a lake and caught all kind of fishes. When the 

net was full, the fisherman pulled it up on the shore. 

When fishes are taken out of their natural abode, they 

could only display a feeble struggle if any at all. These 

fishes can not put any argument against their captor. The 

way fishermen are harvesting fishes from their fishing net 

can give us idea of what will happen in the Day of 

Judgment. 

 

In the presence of the righteous Judge of the whole earth, 

there is no defense lawyer that can advocate for you. No 

one can raise up his hand and say, “Objection my Lord!” 

in the God’s kingdom. There is no approach the bench for 

a brief discussion. As the fate of the fish is in the hand of 

its captor, so also is the fate of every soul on the surface 

of the earth in the presence of God at last. 
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The fishermen always sit down; take his time to sort out 

the good fish from the bad ones. The good were preserved 

but strangely, the bad ones were not thrown back into the 

sea but were junked in the garbage. The same way the 

Heavenly Father will sit down majestically on His 

Judgment Throne to patiently sort out the righteous 

people from the mixture of multitude of souls before Him.  

 

And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Another 
book was opened, which is the book of life. The 
dead were judged according to what they had done 
as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead 
that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the 
dead that were in them, and each person was 
judged according to what he had done. (Revelation 
20:12-13) 

 

In the presence of the Mighty King, all things are laid 

bare. Nothing is hidden before the Creator of Universe. 

The whole theatre of our lives both spiritual and secular 

will play-back as motion picture. The judgment will be 

swift and grim in accordance to the rewards of our earthly 

works. As the good fish will be preserved in a basket for 

the honorable use of the fisherman, the same way God 

shall preserve the righteous people in His kingdom.  This 

doesn’t mean God is going to eat the good fish; it is 

indicative of the certainty that the righteous will not be 

forsaken before the Mighty God at last.  And the 

Heavenly Judge would say, “Come, you blessed of My 

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world.” The cycle of life comes to an 

end here. The bad fish would not be recycled into the lake 
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again. In other words, there is no room for repentance 

after the death of mankind. The bad fish will be junked in 

Hell Fire. The Righteous Judge would say to the 

unrighteous on that day, “Depart from Me, you cursed, 

into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his 

angels.” 

 

The net of salvation had been let down under everyone in 

the mighty lake called earth but the net has yet to be full. 

Like fish swimming unperturbed in the lake, the people of 

this world are living life oblivious to the imminent 

descending judgment around them. The net in the parable 

is not synonymous with the evil net that enemy always lay 

down for the destruction of souls. The net is that of 

accountability. At the appointed time of God, the 

fishermen, which are the angelic harvesters, will be 

commanded to harvest souls into the kingdom of God. 

But before this, God had extended to mankind His 

attractive and free plan of salvation along with spiritual 

blessings all within the package of His grace.  Man is now 

free to abandon his self destructive schemes and follow 

the righteousness of God. In today’s world, we are in the 

season of opportunity.  Opportunity to make a righteous 

change before the end arrives suddenly. The grace is 

presented to everyone on the surface of the earth with 

love from the very heart of the Father in Heaven. Many 

have cashed in on the opportunity, and sadly, many have 

also rejected it. Now is the time to change because the end 

will surely come. Repent. 
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PARABLE OF THE LEAVEN 

 

Scripture Readings:  

 

Another parable He spoke to them: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a leaven, which a woman took and hid 
in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.” 
Matthew 13:33 

 
And again He said, “To what shall I like the kingdom 
of God? It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid 
in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.” 
Luke 13:20-21 

 

There is no way we can understand this parable without 

a clear definition of the word leaven. The dictionary 

definition of the word ‘leaven’ includes— an agent, such 

as yeast, that causes batter or dough to rise, especially 

by fermentation. An element, influence, or agent that 

works subtly to lighten, enliven, or modify a whole. We 

try to incorporate as many definitions of the word in our 

following discussion of the parable. 

Both the wicked and the righteous are 

operating in the fishing net of God. The 

harvest time is near and your earthly 

works will determine your deserving 

spiritual rewards. 

 
O Lord, Heaven is real and hell is grimly certain, let 
me be on the righteous side in your presence at last, 
in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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In most of the time, the word ‘leaven’ is used to express 

the effect of negative influence of corruption in the lives 

of some people. But in this parable, Jesus Christ 

positively uses the word to express the influence and 

transforming power of the kingdom of God. His intention 

was to point out the resultant effect of the influence of the 

kingdom of God when the dramatic power of salvation 

sinks in to the life of a once-upon-a-time sinner. 

 

Looking at the resultant processes of leavening as 

fermentation—Yeast reacts on the sugar to cause 

transformation within the dough through a process known 

as fermentation. The dough is forever changed through 

this process but the yeast remains the same. Not only this, 

the yeast is able to multiply and grow through the process 

of fermentation. That is the essence of leavening in the 

perspective of Jesus Christ in this parable. The process of 

spiritual fermentation causes flesh—the old man in us, the 

sinful nature--to die in order that the new man in Christ 

may be revealed. That is why Jesus Christ said, “Except a 

corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth 

alone: but if it die, it bringeth much fruit.” (John 12:24)  

When Jesus Christ died on the Cross with the burden of 

our sins, His earthly garment was shed, and when He 

resurrected, the brilliant glory of God was revealed. He 

set the pace of resurrection for mankind and all who 

believed in Him were drawn unto Him. 

 

The leavening process thrives better in an enclosure. One 

goes through so many experiences when growing up.  

When you look back and considered what you have gone 

through in life, you will appreciate the processes that God 
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had taken you through. I remember my participation in 

mixing dough for bread when I was working in a bakery. 

A certain measurement of flour will be made into a clean 

and big rectangular container, as well as a measurement 

of industrial sugar and yeast – a leavening agent. After 

this, water will be added and the lid of container will be 

tightly closed. The mixture will be left to ferment and rise 

for about eight hours or to the level desired by the baker. 

After this, the fermented dough will be kneaded on the 

kneading machine and cut into baking pans.  The baking 

pans may be closed or left open depending upon the type 

of bread the baker intends to make. The kneaded dough in 

the baking pan will be placed in closed room at a 

regulated temperature. The reactive power of the yeast 

remains even after the kneading process. The yeast causes 

the kneaded dough to fill the baking pans to a certain 

level after which they are transferred them into the oven.  

 

The Church of Jesus Christ is the warm enclosure of the 

kingdom of God through which the spiritual fermentation 

takes place in the lives of various sinners.  In this way, the 

beauty of Christ is manifested in their lives and the glory 

of God is revealed in them. Unity in the Lord is the 

blessed cord that binds the believers together. Just like the 

measured ingredients were mixed in a separate 

rectangular container, the believers in the kingdom of 

God also require separation. They must separate 

themselves in all manner of life and be subjected to the 

ruler-ship of the Master Builder, Jesus Christ that He may 

mold, shape and transform them to fit in for His kingdom. 

There must be a separation of like-minded people for the 

purpose of understanding the mind of God in our 
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relationship—first of all in our fellowship with Him and 

secondly our relationship with our fellow mankind. 

Separation of self unto the Lord is required in order to 

worship God in truth and in Spirit. It is necessary for 

living in a righteous way according to the precepts of 

God. Separation unto the Lord helps a believer determine 

his priorities because the priorities of the kingdom’s 

children are different from those of the world.  It is also 

important for a believer to surrender to the wisdom of 

God as reveal in His word. We must separate ourselves to 

live a holy and acceptable righteous life that is completely 

different from the acceptable norms of the worldly 

people. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 

service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 

prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 

of God.” (Romans 12:1-2) Because of the laudable 

transformation processes of the kingdom, the scripture 

commands, “… let us not give up meeting together, as 

some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another – and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching. (Hebrew 10:25 NIV)  

 

Perhaps you are asking, “What is this spiritual leaven in 

believers that brings about their transformation?”  The 

answer is not far fetched—He is the Holy Spirit of God. 

There is no single person in the whole world that can be 

pointed out as good. “The heart is deceitful above all 

things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?” 

(Jeremiah 17:9) A moralist may be a cool and kind 
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person but in another minute he may behave like a 

monster if Christ is not in his life. If you ever come across 

anyone that is truly good and endowed with the godly 

attributes, consider him or her closely.  You will find out 

that Christ is behind all the loving-kindness he is 

demonstrating to the humanity.  An individual can only be 

transformed according to the desire of God by the power 

of the Holy Spirit. The changes resulting from the 

transformation of Holy Spirit can be found in Galatians 

5:22. “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control.” When you are cleansed in the redemptive blood 

of Jesus Christ through salvation, endowed with the 

knowledge of the word of God and filled with the 

indwelling Spirit of God, you will certainly experience 

the true meaning God’s love. You will now understand 

why you need to share the same love with others. You 

will possess that internal joy that mouth cannot explain. 

You will experience peace in the stormy situation around 

you. In humility, patience and love, you will consider 

others above yourself. You will behold the goodness of 

God in your endeavors and will be able to share the 

goodness of Christ with others as the Lord leads you. 

Self-control will manifest naturally in all your activities 

because the new life you live is no longer your own, you 

are now living for Christ.   
 

The presence of leaven agent among other ingredients in 

the dough cannot be hidden. It is visible in its smooth 

outlook and you can feel its fluffiness when you touch the 

bread. This is the reason for the sponge-like textures we 

find in a loaf of bread. It causes bread or bread products 
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to rise before the final baking process. One can easily 

distinguish leavened bread from the unleavened bread. 

The texture of leavened bread is fluffy and the unleavened 

is somehow hard. That is why Jesus Christ described the 

intending natural attributes of children of the kingdom of 

God in saying, “You are the salt of the earth…You are the 

light of the world. You are like a city on a hill that cannot 

be hidden…In the same way let your light shine before 

men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your 

Father in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16) Salt is usually 

invisible when it’s added to food, but its taste is 

undeniable. Jesus Christ mentions the taste of salt to 

express how our inward spirit, which is invisible, should 

minister to the spirit of the people we touch for God’s 

glory. This can be demonstrated in the way we intercede 

for others in prayer and thoughtfully consider them in 

love even without their knowledge. In the same vein, He 

referred to the visible brightness of light to express how 

our outward appearance, our utterances and deeds should 

create a brilliant radiance of love, peace and righteousness 

toward others that will bring glory to God.  

 

The salt preserves and as a sweeten agent 

that enhances pleasant taste. This will give 

you an idea of the spiritual leaven of the 

kingdom of God. Be ye transformed so that 

you can transform others with the new spirit of 

God in you! 

 
O Lord, I have experienced the divine touch of 
salvation, let me make difference in the life others in 
the course of my services to humanity, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLE OF THE MARRIAGE FEAST 

 

Scripture Reading 
 

Now when one of those who sat at the table with Him 
heard these things, he said to Him, "Blessed is he who 
shall eat bread in the kingdom of God!" Then He said to 
him, "A certain man gave a great supper and invited 
many, and sent his servant at supper time to say to 
those who were invited, 'Come, for all things are now 
ready.' But they all with one accord began to make 
excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of 
ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me 
excused.' And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of 
oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have me 
excused.' Still another said, 'I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.' So that servant came and 
reported these things to his master. Then the master of 
the house, being angry, said to his servant, 'Go out 
quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring 
in here the poor and the maimed and the lame and the 
blind.' And the servant said, 'Master, it is done as you 
commanded, and still there is room.' Then the master 
said to the servant, 'Go out into the highways and 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled. For I say to you that none of those men 
who were invited shall taste my supper.' " (Luke 14:15-
24) 

 

In this parable, Christ led His audience through an event 

common to men in order to reveal the unknown eternity 

that will soon become reality to mankind. He chose the 

social event known as a banquet during His time. Quite 

typical of a host who organizes a social get-together, he 

would love the company of important dignitaries in his 
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banquet. He would like to bring together people of a good 

reputation, men and women of high caliber and other high 

class people that are worthy of honor, the people he had 

associated with in his community.  
 

In accordance to the custom of the Jews at this time, a 

host always sends two invitations to the worthy invitees— 

the first announcing the events and dates. This is similar 

to the present practice of RSVP in the invitation cards. 

The host is able to know the number of guests that will be 

coming and only prepare a contingency plan for those 

who did not RSVP. The second invitation would 

announce to the invited guests that all the arrangements 

have been completed. We can further analyze this to mean 

that the food, drinks, music and everything related to the 

banquet is ready.  
 

At the supper time a reminder goes out to the worthy 

invitees that all things were ready. It’s another way of 

telling them that their labor was over. Heaven’s table had 

been laid. The best food was set on the table to feed the 

hungry souls. The Host of Heaven called His own to His 

divine table to partake in the supper of the Lamb that had 

been ordained for the righteous from the beginning of the 

world. This spiritual supper did not entail any 

contribution in terms of any work or effort from the 

invitees. They did not have to pay before partaking. It was 

offered freely from the abundant of the love of God. The 

supper was the metaphoric plan of free salvation that God 

has for man to deliver him from the clutches of Satan so 

that man can dwell eternally, beneath the protective wings 

of Almighty God. 
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When the first invitation was sent out to all worthy 

invitees, none of them declined. The host assumed that all 

the invitees would be coming for the wedding banquet. 

But when the second invitation was sent out, the invitees 

began to give excuses as to the reasons why they could 

not honor the invitation.  
 

The first invitee said, “I just bought a piece of land, I must 

go to see it.” Consider this excuse critically. How can one 

purchase a landed property without first of all visited the 

site? It is obvious that the excuse is not a reasonable one. 

The second said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I 

am going to test them.” Also at this time, you cannot 

prudently purchase oxen without testing them first  For 

those who don’t know what yoke of oxen are, they are 

animals with crossbar of U-shaped pieces of wood that 

encircle the necks of drafted animals. The animals jointly 

drag the tilling tool attached to the yoke through the 

ground, thereby tilling the soil making it ready for 

planting. Of course that is another lame excuse. And 

lastly, another gave an excuse that he just got married, 

therefore he could not come. If marriage was the reason 

why he could not honor the invitation, why did he not 

decline it at the first invitation? Can’t a newly-wed couple 

attend another wedding banquet? 
 

The first invitation was sent to the worthy invitees. The 

Israelites, the natural branch of the household of the 

people of God did not decline. Abraham father of faith 

honored the call of God and departed from the land of Ur, 

from his kindred and family to follow the directive of 

God. Moses turned aside from his busy duty of tending 
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the flock of Jethro his father in-law, to hear the voice of 

God on Mount Horeb. God told him to lead the Israelites 

to the land flowing with milk and honey. Moses initially 

put up feeble excuses due to his speech impairment and 

lack of self-confidence but God strengthened him and 

assured him of His divine presence. Moses faithfully 

honored the calling of God and he excelled. The prophets 

and anointed kings were called for one assignment or the 

other, all honored God in their calling and they all have 

good reports. In fact they embraced and patiently waited 

for the real deal, the second invitation. Jesus Christ 

reminded the Israelites in one of his numerous discussions 

with them, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought 

of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” (John 8:56) 

The prophets prophesied loud and clear in Israel about the 

coming of Messiah, the Master of the banquet, the Prince 

of Kingdom of God. In their subconscious mind, the 

Israelites always knew that Messiah is coming. Even the 

Samaritan woman at the well was expecting the Messiah. 

She said, “I know that Messiah (called Christ) is coming. 

When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”  (John 

4:25) When everything was ready and the Master of the 

banquet declared the door of the kingdom of God open, 

the second invitation now went out to the worthy 

invitees— the house hold of Israel. But they all developed 

cold feet. “He came unto his own, and his own received 

him not.” (John 1:11)  
 

From the above untenable excuses you will observe that 

these worthy invitees placed their priorities wrong. They 

engaged themselves with less important events and 

activities but they denied themselves a life time 
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opportunity—the grace of salvation. They disregarded the 

open hands of the love of God towards them. They 

allowed worldly activities and cares to override and 

supersede eternity. Perhaps this seems strange to you but 

the following are common occurrences that related to the 

rejection of the worthy invitees. People prefer to attend 

sporting events today instead of going to the church on 

Sunday to worship God. They prefer to watch television 

programs at the detriment of family prayer meeting or 

quiet times with the Lord. They can read daily 

newspapers and magazines page to page but they find it 

boring to read the word of God. They can read 

voluminous fictional novel but would decline to read few 

pages of spiritual enriched Christian books. They have 

time to sit around to discuss politics and other worldly 

events but the moment the discussion relating to the word 

of God is introduced they lose interest.  
 

It is not surprising that the worthy invitees, the 

backsliding believers are still rejecting this invitation 

today. There were people who had been given the grace to 

know the truth but deliberately do the unexpected evil 

deeds. Paul described them in II Timothy 3:5 as the 

people that have the form of godliness but denying the 

power thereof.  Some think that they have all the time of 

life to themselves—they feel they can quickly dabble into 

sin and later repent of it. There are Christians that have 

such immense love for money and wealth but have 

misplaced their priorities by placing worldliness before 

godliness. 
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The supper is ready and must not be wasted. Invitees 

refused to honor the invitation. Something drastic must be 

done to ensure that the efforts will not be in vain. As 

expected the master of the house was angry about the cold 

response he got from the invitees. Can God feel 

disappointed? Let the following scripture passage speak 

for itself and minister to you. “Hear, O heavens! Listen, 

O earth! For the Lord has spoken. I reared children and 

brought them up but they have rebelled against me. The 

ox knows his master, the donkey his owner’s manger, but 

Israel does not know, my people do not understand. Ah, 

sinful nation, a people loaded with guilt, a brood of 

evildoers, children given to corruption! They have 

forsaken the Lord; they have spurned the Holy One of 

Israel and turned their backs on him.” (Isaiah 1:1-4) 

When the worthy people of God refused to honor the 

beckoning of His mercy, the unworthy people were 

reevaluated in the mercy and love of God and were 

adjudged worthy to be invited to the supper. He gave 

charge to his servants to go into the streets and the lanes 

of the city and bring in the poor, the less fortunate ones, 

the destitute and the blind to the supper. Thus the worthy 

invitees gave their portion out to the unworthy and less 

fortunate people because they were engrossed with the 

care of this world. 
 

Paul declared the protocol through which the love of God 

was extended to man in form of salvation. It first of all 

came to the natural branch, the household of Israel. But 

they rejected the hands of fellowship of Almighty God. 

Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is 

the power of God for the salvation of everyone who 
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believes; first for the Jews, then for the Gentiles.” 

(Romans 1:16) When the Jews rejected the salvation 

plans, their rejection paved way for the Gentiles who 

wholeheartedly embraced it. Whichever angle we look at 

it, it still brought glory to God in the faithfulness to His 

words. He promised Abraham and said, “In you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.” God has spoken 

through His servant and the prophecy of Prophet Isaiah 

came to pass. “The nations of the world will be 

summoned to come and buy wine and milk without money, 

and the nations (Gentiles) that do not know God will 

hasten to come.” (Isaiah 55:5) Paul was divinely 

appointed to bring the good news of salvation through 

Jesus Christ to the Gentiles. He was previously a certified 

sinner who ruthlessly persecuted the church of Jesus 

Christ. Being a sinner, he knew the ways of sinners and 

was easily connected to those who thought that they 

would not receive the mercy of God due to their 

enormous sins. He made them realize that the love of God 

covered their multitude of sins. They accepted Jesus 

Christ the Son of God and they were given the grace to 

partake in the banquet of the love of God and His plan of 

salvation. There is a room to accommodate you in the 

banquet of His love. Come and partake, you will not be 

rejected!  

Think and Pray ….. 



The Parables 

- 48 - 

 

 

God invites man to His banquet of love to 

bless him. When man rejects the invitation of 

God, impliedly he accepts Satan’s invitation 

to condemnation. No middle ground 
 

O Lord, I understand the eternal gain of the 
invitation to your kingdom, let me whole-heartedly 
embrace your salvation plan and be counted worthy 
in your presence at last, in Jesus name.  

Think and Pray ….. 
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                        CHAPTER                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

God’s Love towards Humanity 
 

PARABLE OF A GOOD SHEPHERD 

 

Scripture Reading 

 

"Most assuredly, I say to you, he who does not enter 
the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other 
way, the same is a thief and a robber. But he who 
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To 
him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his 
voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he 
goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice. Yet they will by no means follow a 
stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know 
the voice of strangers." Jesus used this illustration, 
but they did not understand the things which He 
spoke to them. Then Jesus said to them again, "Most 
assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All 
who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, 
but the sheep did not hear them. I am the door. If 
anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in 
and out and find pasture. The thief does not come 
except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have 
come that they may have life, and that they may have 
it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a 
hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 
the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep 
and scatters them. The hireling flees because he is a 
hireling and does not care about the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known 

2 
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by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know 
the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. And 
other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them 
also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and 
there will be one flock and one shepherd. Therefore 
My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I 
may take it again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it 
down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I 
have power to take it again. This command I have 
received from My Father." (John 10:1-18) 
 

Vulnerability is most obvious in the nature of sheep. 

Comparing sheep with other animals we discover that 

sheep have split hooves, and not sharp claws like lions. 

Being an herbivorous mammal, they only have flat teeth 

and molars. They do not have the strong and razor-like 

teeth like cats. Their legs are only designed to carry their 

bodily weight. Obviously, they will never be in the class 

of fast running animals like cheetahs. Although the males 

(ram) have horns, it can only provide a feeble defense 

when the flock encounters carnivorous animals in the 

field. Sheep cannot protect and defend themselves. 

Obviously they need protection before they can survive. It 

is amazing how the animals in the class of sheep became 

domestic animals under the care of mankind. I am just 

wondering, if man is not playing the role of a shepherd for 

the flock, the animal would have been extinct long ago. 

This animal needs the presence of man to lead them to the 

grazing field. They look up to the shepherd for every need 

they have. The shepherd knows where the sheep can graze 

on the green grass. The shepherd knows where the 

drinking brooks can be found to quench the flocks thirst. 

Without the shepherd the life of the sheep is in danger.  
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This vulnerability of sheep was not the choice of the 

animal; it was the desire of its Creator. Rather than 

looking at this animal as unfortunate creature we should 

begin to behold the wisdom of God in its weakness. 

Perhaps it is another way God reveals to man how 

vulnerable he is like the sheep God.  God, our shepherd, 

in all His love protects and cares for us, ascertaining our 

existence on earth.  

    

The trust and faith of the sheep in the shepherd is 

inevitable because the shepherd is their lifeline. But 

before these animals began to rely totally on the shepherd, 

the shepherd had proved himself, beyond any doubt, to 

the flock in a way the sheep can understand.  After they 

have experienced his consistent integrity, they recognize 

him and accept him as a man they can always look up to. 

 

The consistent caring and a long term relationship of the 

shepherd with the sheep help them to identify the 

shepherd. The flock did not identify the shepherd through 

facial appearance alone. They identify him through his 

consistent presence. He is the only one they see on their 

side when the danger is looming in the field. The 

shepherd is the nurse and midwife of the flock when the 

sheep are delivering babies in the field. He carries the 

young lamb on his shoulder when the offspring is too 

weak to walk. Though it may seem ridiculous for man to 

hug animal, the shepherd knows how to touch the brand 

new mother lovingly in a way of saying ‘congratulations’ 

to the sheep. Even though irritated by the defecation of 

his sheep the shepherd does not stop rendering his caring 

duties among the flock. Analogous to the way God 
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tolerates us when we sin.  They trust in his leadership and 

they are sure that he does everything in the interest of the 

flock. He understands the needs of the flock and he does 

everything to meet those needs. The flock can distinguish 

the voice of the shepherd among many strange voices and 

they only respond to the voice of the shepherd. The 

shepherd is so close to the sheep that he could precisely 

call the sheep by their different names. The shepherd 

leads the flock out into the field and the sheep follow him 

because they rely on his judgment. The duties of a 

shepherd entail loving, caring and patience.  Perhaps you 

may not have the idea of the tedious duties of a shepherd, 

but you will definitely have the idea of the duties of a 

babysitter. I do not think you will be out of order to 

describe the shepherd as animal-sitter. Even in the night 

when the flocks are resting, he has to be there so that thief 

does not steal any of the flock. It was during one their 

numerous night duties that baby Jesus, the Savior of the 

world was born in the manger. These qualities must be 

clearly manifested in the life of a shepherd in order for 

him to be effective in his duties.   

 

Brethren, let us consider critically the relationship 

between the shepherd and the sheep. In the time of 

Abraham and Jacob the wealth of these blessed people 

were measured among other things in terms of the number 

of cattle and sheep they have in the field. The wages of 

Jacob were measured in terms of the sheep with spots. It 

goes beyond the obvious intentions of mankind that the 

shepherd is rearing the sheep only as an investment—

using its wool for clothing, its skin for leather works and 

its flesh for meat products. To the shepherd, the sheep are 
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friends to be handled with loving-kindness and respect. 

The shepherd spends considerable quantity of time in his 

day with the sheep. The care of the sheep is the business 

that the shepherd minds daily. Through it, the shepherd 

raised his family and as a legacy, he leaves the shepherd 

duty as an inheritance for his children. The relationship 

between the shepherd and the sheep is symbolic and 

indicative of God’s unmerited love in our lives. It 

expresses the depth of mercy and spiritual relationship He 

has with man.   

 

One of the mysteries of birth of Jesus Christ was that the 

Lamb of God was born in the animal’s manger. The 

shepherds were the nurses and midwives that witnessed 

His entrance into this world through His mother’s womb. 

To some it might be considered as a coincidence but I 

believe that it was an awesome plan of the Almighty. The 

greatest Shepherd was born and called into the ministry of 

shepherd from birth. Not necessarily with sheep and cattle 

but as a shepherd of mankind. No wonder He loved man 

like the shepherd and cared for us as His sheep. He had 

compassion like a shepherd to heal our physical and 

spiritual infirmities and gave us new life in Him. The 

woman with the issue of blood for twelve years would 

call Him a Healer because the moment she touched the 

hem of the garment of Jesus Christ the Shepherd, she 

received her healing.  The Blind Bartholomew who was 

born blind for 38 years would call Him a Light-giver 

because the compassionate Shepherd healed him and gave 

him the grace to behold the beautiful and glorious light of 

creation.  
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David, speaking from the authoritative point of view of a 

professional shepherd, related the caring relationship of 

God in his life to what he used to be to his father’s 

animals in the shepherd field. He recognized the role of 

shepherd that Almighty God had filled in his life. The 

sheep have eyes, but because of their trust for the 

shepherd, he chooses to see with the eyes of the shepherd 

that sees better. As sheep under the cover of the shepherd, 

King David subjected himself to the authority and 

directives of the Mighty Shepherd. David saw God in his 

subconscious mind as an able Protector and as an 

abundant Provider. As a shepherd boy in Bethlehem, he 

knew where the green grazing grass was for the animals, 

and he always led the animals of his father there 

everyday. This was the basis of his trust in the Lord.  He 

believed that as long as the Lord is his Shepherd, he shall 

not want. He would not lack any deserving blessing 

reserved for the sheep of Almighty God. Perhaps you are 

wondering why he was so sure of this. The closer you are 

to someone in a relationship the more knowledge of the 

person you possess. Having walked with God in the 

faithfulness of heart, David knew that “the earth is the 

Lord and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that 

dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1) He was tapping from the 

divine wisdom that was revealed in Deuteronomy 10:14 

that says, “Behold, the heaven and the heaven of heavens 

is the Lord’s thy God, the earth also, with all that therein 

is.”  David trusted in this divine information before he 

declared a win-win scenario upon his life and boldly said, 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” He knew 

that God is at the back of every need that is successfully 

met in our lives. It is not because of hardworking that the 
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fruit of our labor can timely meet our needs. It is one 

thing to generate fruit through hardworking, it is another 

thing to possess grace to eat the fruit through God’s 

mercy. God is behind every fruit of our labor that we are 

privileged to consume. It is not what you plant that feeds 

you, the hand of God is in every hundred fold increase 

you have in your endeavors. Deuteronomy 8:18 confirms 

that, “… for it is he that giveth thee power to get 

wealth…” It is not your money and the service of good 

doctor that you can procure that gives you a good health. 

God is the one ministering healing to each cell of your 

body. He is the Lord that healeth us. 

 

David was still rapt with meditation of his shepherd 

experience and continued, “He maketh me lie down in the 

green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters.” 

One of the problems of man is that we do not know when 

it is enough. We always assumed that we can go a step 

more even when rest is obviously needed. In fact some 

believe that the only time that a man can rest is when he is 

dead. But a diligent shepherd understands that the sheep 

need to rest. The ideal place of rest for the animal, in 

point of view of a shepherd, is beside the still water, 

where the coolness of the water will be refreshing the 

animals. The Lord has a better and thoughtful place of 

rest for your soul, a time and place where His peace that 

passes all understanding will be your portion. It is in the 

comfort of His presence. That rest begins when you 

establish a relationship with Him. The divine peace you 

now find with the Lord will also lead to the restoration of 

your soul. 
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Jesus Christ declared His spiritual personality in this 

parable to prove the extent of love he has for mankind. In 

His time on this earth, the shepherd profession could best 

represent His loving relationship with man.  He used this 

enduring symbol to explain the following important point. 

Jesus Christ is the door to believers, the sheep of the 

Kingdom of God. Our Lord Jesus Christ says it more 

directly in John 14:6 when He said, “I am the way, the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me.” The uncountable souls that had been 

recorded in the Book of Life before the judgment seat of 

the Heavenly Father all came to the kingdom of God 

through the redemptive blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

He emphasized further by declaring His Shepherd-hood 

of mankind. “I am a good shepherd,” He said, “The good 

shepherd gives His life for the sheep.” In this brief but 

powerful statement Jesus Christ summarized the theme of 

His mission on earth – to lead mankind that are vulnerable 

and doomed, to die in hell fire, to the path of life and seal 

our salvation with His own blood. He practically 

demonstrated this when He became Lamb of sacrifice for 

our sins on the Cross. He drew a clear line between 

Himself as a good shepherd and the hireling. He 

explained that hireling does not own the sheep but he 

works in the shepherd field for a wage as an under-

shepherd. Although the hireling may be helpful in caring 

for the sheep but he is not as committed as the shepherd. 

When wolf enters into the midst of flock, the hireling runs 

for his dear life and abandon the sheep. Contrary to this, 

the committed responsibility of the good shepherd 

towards the sheep would make him stand his ground 
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against the enemy when the wolf appears in the field. He 

will not abandon the flocks into the hands of their 

destroyers. He will stake his own life in defense of the 

sheep--possibly lay down his life for the sheep. When 

Jesus Christ, the good shepherd was arrested, the 

hirelings— the twelve disciples all ran for their lives. 

None of them came out to be identified with Him during 

His trials till He was crucified on the Cross. Even Peter 

who was one of the inner caucus of the disciples denied 

Jesus Christ three times before the cock crowed as He had 

predicted. 

 

He went further in the parable to reveals the evil and 

sneaky way of attack of a thief. The thief never comes 

through the door. They always come in intrusively 

through foul ways or unauthorized entrance. Typical of 

the horrendous thief, Satan, he came to the Garden of 

Eden uninvited to disestablish the first family on earth 

and completely messed up their relationship with God 

when he deceived them into sin against their Creator. He 

revealed the three-way attack of Satan— to steal, to kill 

and to destroy. The purpose of deceiving Adam and Eve 

was to steal their anointing and to wrestle out the 

dominion mandate that God gave them. This sin led to 

their spiritual death as the consequence of their 

disobedience. Satan permanently destroyed the beautiful 

relationship that man had with his Creator at the 

beginning because man was kicked out of the Garden of 

God and from the presence of God at that moment. But 

the Shepherd of our souls in the person of Jesus Christ has 

come that we may have life and have it more abundantly. 

He came to this world to restore and recover all the lost 
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ground that we have ignorantly and sinfully lost to Satan 

in the Garden of Eden and at the same time return to 

mankind the dominion mandate upon earth 

 

The ultimate expectation of the attitude of the sheep 

towards the stranger is to shun and reject all the evil 

overtures of Satan that drag the hearts of man to commit 

sin. King Solomon revealed in the wealth of the wisdom 

that God gave him and says, “My son, if sinners entice 

you, do not give in to them. If they say, “Come along with 

us; let’s lie in wait for someone’s blood, let’s waylay 

some harmless soul; let’s swallow them alive, like the 

grave, and whole, like those who go down to the pit; we 

will get all sorts of valuable things and fill our houses 

with plunder; throw in your lot with us, and will share a 

common purse” – my son, do not go along with them, do 

not set foot on their paths; for their feet rush into sin, they 

are swift to shed blood.” (Proverbs 1:10-16) The 

strangers will surely come with their sinful strange voices. 

The agents of Satan are prowling about seeking for whom 

to devour. There are some false prophets and deceitful 

ministers who have departed from the righteous plans of 

God because of their ulterior and selfish motives. “This is 

what the Sovereign Lord says; Woe to the shepherds of 

Israel who only take care of themselves! Should not 

shepherds take care of the flock? You eat curds, clothe 

yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice 

animals, but you do not take care of the flock. You have 

not strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up 

the injured. You have not brought back the strays or 

searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and 

brutally.” (Ezekiel 34:2-4) Since these are not the pattern 
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of righteous ways that the believers have come to 

understand about the true Shepherd, they will not follow 

the strangers. They will not dance to their evil tune nor 

partake in their evil ways. That is why the Shepherd was 

so sure that His sheep will be liberated by the truth and 

will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from him. 
 

In this parable Jesus Christ revealed that His shepherd-

hood was not only limited to the household of Israel. 

“And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them 

also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there 

will be one flock and one shepherd.” Jerusalem might be 

the first place He shed the light of the gospel but it was 

not the last darkness the gospel light would pierce. It has 

now spread to the uttermost part of the world. The 

spiritual merging that begun with Cornelius the Centurion 

in the Acts chapter 10 is still drawing all the spiritual 

aliens into the fold of Christ today. The Gentiles have 

embraced the gospel and have been grafted into the 

commonwealth of salvation. They are now joint heir with 

our Lord Jesus Christ the Shepherd of our soul.  
 

It is obvious in this parable that there is no other Shepherd 

like Jesus Christ. The purchasing power of money can 

buy the conscience of man because money answereth all 

things. (Eccl. 10:19) Also, absolute power in the hands of 

the powerful rulers may be intimidating but it has its 

limitation. However, the combination of the two 

important factors of life cannot save one’s soul. No other 

god can, either. “Nor is there salvation in any other, for 

there is no other name under heaven given among men, 

whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) That was the 
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reason the scripture admonished us to “Look unto Jesus 

the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 

was set before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 

God. (Hebrew 12:2) We should be looking unto Jesus 

Christ our Shepherd, trusting Him everyday concerning 

every aspect of our lives. If you do not have a trustworthy 

friend on earth, I say no problem. Make friend with Jesus 

the Shepherd of our soul, He will never betray you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE PRODIGAL SON 

 

Scripture Reading: 

 

Then He said: "A certain man had two sons. And the 
younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me 
the portion of goods that falls to me.' So he divided to 
them his livelihood. And not many days after, the 
younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far 
country, and there wasted his possessions with 

Like the defenseless sheep, man is vulnerable 

to the attack of devil that prowls about seeking 

for whom to devour. Come under the protective 

cover of Jesus Christ our Shepherd. 
 

O Lord, I come under your protective wings, watch over 
my soul my King, let your blood save me from destruction, 
let your caring hands upon me manifest your loving-
kindness in the entire journey of my life, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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prodigal living. But when he had spent all, there 
arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to 
be in want. Then he went and joined himself to a 
citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his 
stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one 
gave him anything. But when he came to himself, he 
said, 'How many of my father's hired servants have 
bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 
I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, 
"Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Make me like one of your hired servants."’ And he 
arose and came to his father. But when he was still a 
great way off, his father saw him and had 
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed 
him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.' But the father said to 
his servants, 'Bring out the best robe and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his 
feet. And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let 
us eat and be merry; for this my son was dead and is 
alive again; he was lost and is found.' And they 
began to be merry. Now his older son was in the field. 
And as he came and drew near to the house, he 
heard music and dancing. So he called one of the 
servants and asked what these things meant. And he 
said to him, 'Your brother has come, and because he 
has received him safe and sound, your father has 
killed the fatted calf.' But he was angry and would not 
go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with 
him. So he answered and said to his father, 'Lo, these 
many years I have been serving you; I never 
transgressed your commandment at any time; and 
yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might 
make merry with my friends. But as soon as this son 
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of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood 
with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.' And he 
said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that 
I have is yours. It was right that we should make 
merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is 
alive again, and was lost and is found."(Luke 15:11-32) 

 

The fifteenth chapter of the Book of Luke is described as 

the ‘lost chapter’ of the Bible because the chapter is all 

about lost cases. Beginning with the parable of lost sheep, 

followed by the parable of lost coin and ended with the 

parable of lost son, popularly known as the Prodigal son. 

Of these three parables of loss, the parable of the prodigal 

son directly addresses the spiritual wantonness of 

mankind.  For, this reason it is of great interest to us in 

our discussion. The word ‘prodigal’ in the context of the 

Bible is interpreted as extravagant wastefulness.  

 

Let us first look at the key characters in this parable. The 

two sons described the two types of people that can be 

found on the surface of the earth. The first considered 

himself righteous and to his credit, he lives his life 

according to the law and wisdom of God. The second son 

was not ignorance of the law of God initially, but as he 

got older, he lost touch with God and found it difficult to 

differentiate between good and bad.  Worldliness had 

damaged his ability to reason spiritually. The worldly life 

that the second son was living was an indication of his 

distance from the presence of his father.  We see this in 

his self-centered, greedy, and wasteful nature. The father 

character in the parable represents the Almighty God, the 

benign and compassionate Father. Between the father and 

his sons there exists an unwritten relationship. It is an 
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unconditional responsibility on the part of the father to 

love his sons. The sons also understand that by the virtue 

of the relationship, the father owes them a covenant of 

care, love and mercy. A responsible father that is reading 

this passage will clearly understand the depth of this 

relationship.  
 

In this parable we try to analyze what went wrong before 

the younger son went astray. The younger son was not 

facing problems at home. He was not facing an abusive 

situation that characterizes and cripples some families. 

When someone fantasizes about an evil idea, it is a sign 

that Satan is hiring him spiritually for destruction. This is 

his evil process of manipulating an innocent man in to the 

very heart of hell for eventual destruction. Evil ideas are 

not necessarily destructive at the beginning. It may begin 

as a seeking of worldly pleasure but may end in deadly 

destruction. When this evil process is completed in the 

person, nothing can stop him from committing evil. That 

is why some children stand up to their parents and 

demand that they should allow them a free hand to 

operate their lives the way they want. Some of these 

freedoms end up in deadly indulgences. Drug usage and 

promiscuity are examples of worldliness of our time that 

seem sweet at the beginning but destructive at the end.  

 
Camille Paglia (b. 1947), U.S. author, critic, 

educator, said in Sexual Personae, ch. 1 (1990), 
“Promiscuity in women is illness, a leakage of 

identity. The promiscuous woman is self-

contaminated and incapable of clear ideas. She has 

ruptured the ritual integrity of her body.” 
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Barbara Cartland (b. 1901), British novelist. 

Interview in Wendy Leigh, also said in Speaking 

Frankly (1978), “To sleep around is absolutely 

wrong for a woman; it’s degrading and it completely 

ruins her personality. Sooner or later it will destroy 

all that is feminine and beautiful and idealistic in 

her.” 
 

There is nothing wrong with sexual relationship per se if 

it occurs between the legally and spiritually authorized 

man and woman (married couple). However, when people 

are gyrating around in the name of freedom to commit 

evil, they lower themselves to the level of swine in the 

pool of dirty mud. 
 

Man’s freedom in his relationship with God is a gift from 

the Heavenly Father and should not be regarded as a 

laxity on the part of God. It is a spiritual principle through 

which God relates with man. Freedom is given to man 

with the expectation that man will righteously use the gift 

to explore his environment. With freedom, he uses the 

available opportunities around him and also applies his 

gifts to become a co-creator with God, serving Him in 

beautifying the earth and making it a better and safer 

dwelling place. For example, in freedom God gave man 

the wisdom to manufacture knives to be used as tool for 

cutting things.  Some people, however, misapply this 

freedom and use the same knife as a weapon for killing 

human beings. The gift of freedom carries along with it a 

rewarding blessing if it is applied righteously and 

judgment if is abused or applied negatively. 
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The freedom of choice in the heart of every man on earth 

is the reason the prodigal son approached his father and 

took possession of his own share of his father’s 

inheritance. He separated himself from the father who is 

the source of his natural and spiritual nourishment in 

order to begin his own personal evil enterprising. Many 

people tend to blame the father as an incapable father that 

yields to the narrow whims of his inexperienced youthful 

son. It is not that God cannot make man do what He 

pleases.  God did not create a robot in humanity that had 

no choice other than doing the will of its creator. The will 

of God is His ultimate expectation of man, but the 

Heavenly Father never imposes His will upon anyone. 

God has been in partnership with man and in covenant, 

He has been working with man from the beginning of age. 

Man possesses the ability to discern what is right to do, 

but the sinful nature in him made him set aside the 

righteousness of God. God expects man to freely relate 

with Him and do His blessed will.  That is the only way to 

please God. A sinner is like some one that took 

possession of his inheritance ahead of time against his 

father’s desire and separated himself from the abundance 

of God’s blessings. The farther the distance of a sinner 

from God, the greater is his sorrow. No sooner after the 

departure of a sinner from the presence of God, the 

limited supply that worldliness promised him becomes 

depleted. Through his squandering and extravagancy his 

limited resources eventually becomes dry completely.  

 

At this point sorrow had set in, and he is now looking for 

alternative solace, running from pillar to pole until he got 

to the bottom of life. Proudly, he might’ve thought to 
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himself, “I am a man; I can survive on my own!” In this 

haughty spirit of pride, he faced the cruel reality of the 

worldly. What the world was offering him is only 

comparable with the state of swine in a pool of mud; 

something so irritating and degrading. Outside the fold of 

God the world is offering only sorrow and gnashing of 

teeth but inside the fold of God, there is joy and peace. 

The prodigal son realized his doomed situation. The 

sinner beholds his deplorable situation and sorrowfully he 

says, “Enough!” The illustrative diagram below indicates 

that the father did not count the Prodigal son his own 

while he was competing with the swine. The same way 

God has no covenant of love and mercy with a son that 

turned his lifestyle to the miserable and classless life of a 

swine. Sin paints man’s spirit with the ugly color of a pig 

in the mud, but repentance cleans man up and makes him 

white as snow. “… though your sins be as scarlet, they 

shall be as white as snow, though they be red like 

crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and 

obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:18-

19) In a resolute determination, the sinner said, I have to 

do something about my spiritually deplorable situation. 

That is the most beautiful decision a sinner can make. 

 

                    Son 1 
                                                

                  =Son 2=departed=→                        

 

 

 

 

 

 
Resolution 

I will return to 

my father 

Repentance 

Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and 

against you. I am no 

longer worthy to be 

called your son. 

Evil ideas 

I’m out of here 

to enjoy myself 

 

 

Father 

Miserable Life 

with swine in 

the pool of mud 
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Evil ideas or inglorious desires that are embedded in 

abused ‘freedom’ and ‘right’ may turn a son from bosom 

of his father to the unfortunate assembly of swine. A 

repented sinner, who realizes that he is going off course 

spiritually, can go back to the father in the confidence of 

his father’s covenant of love and mercy to assume the 

son-ship position he formerly occupied in the family. In a 

resolute determination and with contrite heart the prodigal 

son approached his father.  Repenting he said, “Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no 

longer worthy to be called your son.” The father did not 

allow him to complete his repentance speech. He hugged 

his son and received him with joy. He arrayed him in 

clean robes and put a ring of authority of son-ship on his 

finger.  The father declared a great feast celebrating the 

restoration of his son.  

 

It is interesting to note that man can maneuver within the 

gift of freedom. Within the permissible gift of freedom 

man can retract from the wrong and evil steps.  He must 

do so as soon he realizes that he has derailed and fumbled 

from the righteous path of life. The prodigal son in his 

wrong application of freedom first of all fumbled and 

derailed in his pathway of life.  However, within the same 

freedom (although in the package of grace which is 

unmerited covenant of love that birthed mercy), he 

retraced his steps and repented of his sins. Although this 

is true, but not all fumbling and derailment are retractable.  

Therefore we should do all within our ability to ensure 

that we do not frustrate the grace of God. 

 



The Parables 

- 68 - 

 

You may be of the opinion that the father reserves the 

right either to receive or reject the reconciliatory overture 

of the child. Unlike man, the good God is on the business 

of recovering the lost ground that man had foolishly given 

to Satan. The Prodigal son sold himself for nothing and 

the merciful father stands the right to redeem the lost son 

without money. “For thus says the Lord, You have sold 

yourselves for nothing, and you shall be redeemed 

without money.” (Isaiah 52:3) The reason is not far 

fetched. God invested a lot on man. He created man in 

His image, He breathe in to his nostrils a breath of life. 

All the prophets mentioned in the Bible were sent to point 

man back to his Creator. Jesus Christ, the fairest of ten 

thousand of Heaven, left His glorious Throne in order to 

seek the lost to direct him towards the presence of the 

Living God. Above all, there is joy in Heaven over every 

soul restored from the entangling clutches of Satan.  

Every repented sinner is a gain to God and a loss to Satan. 

This is why God always leaves His hands open to receive 

and embrace sinners that realize their folly and return to 

God for forgiveness. If your life reflects the lifestyle of 

the Prodigal son, return home today. The hand of God is 

waiting to receive you to His bosom. 

 

Sin is a spiritual risk with obvious price of death. Do 

not embank on unholy enterprises because the 

return thereof is predictably sorrowful. 
 
O Lord, I have tasted the degrading and irritating life of 
swine in a pool of mud that the worldliness offered me when I 
was astray from your presence, O God. With contrite heart I 
return to You this day, my King, forgive me, accept me and 
restore me in your mercy, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLES OF THE LOST SHEEP 

AND THE LOST COIN 

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

So He spoke this parable to them, saying: "What man 
of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he 
finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to 
them, 'Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep 
which was lost!' I say to you that likewise there will 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine just persons who need no 
repentance. "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, 
if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep 
the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
And when she has found it, she calls her friends and 
neighbors together, saying, 'Rejoice with me, for I 
have found the piece which I lost!' Likewise, I say to 
you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
over one sinner who repents." (Luke 15:3-10) 

 

When two messages of God are similar or seemed to be 

repeated, it is an indication that God is revealing an 

important message to the whole world. In this parable, the 

owners of the sheep and the coin knew that a valuable 

thing is lost. When a valuable item is lost, valuable time is 

needed to employ a reasonable effort in searching for it.  

Neighbors will be questioned about the strayed sheep. 

Secluded areas will be searched. In some cases the owner 

may organize a search party to look for the lost sheep. 

Searching for a precious thing did not start with this age. 
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Remember that Saul, son Kish was initially detailed to 

search for the lost sheep of his father. In obedience he set 

out with a servant to search for animal but little did he 

know that the search will lead him to the plan of God 

about his life to be the first anointed king in Israel.  

 

The owner of a coin will apply a similar effort but with 

meticulous method, to search for the lost money. He will 

lift up the couch in the living room, sweep the floor and 

check the pockets of his clothes. He will possibly light up 

a lantern to look in to the dark closet to search for the 

coin. The corners of the safe will not be left out. He will 

try to recount the people that visited the place where the 

money was kept whether peradventure someone has 

stolen the coin. 

 

Why is the owner so concerned about the lost sheep? 

Perhaps the owner of the sheep remembered the days he 

spent taking care of the little lamp till it grew up to that 

point. He recounted the moment he had to carry the 

animal on his shoulder when it could not walk. Perhaps 

the shepherd thought that the animal was in labor pains 

when other sheep left it behind. Perhaps the owner was 

preoccupied with the thought that the sheep is locked up 

in the clog of thickets and assumed that his little efforts 

will see the animal through.  

 

Certainly I do not think man understands and appreciates 

the intricacies of his creation.  If we did, there would be 

no murderers in the street today. But God Almighty who 

created us understands the intricacies of man’s creation. 

He created us in His own image and every man on earth is 
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a reflection of Himself.  We all possess a spirit, the gift of 

God to all mankind on earth. When a soul is lost, it means 

that a precious integral part of the Creator is in the 

clenched fists of Satan. When a coin is lost, the labor and 

the associated dignity that earned the coin are lost to the 

garbage. It is a fact that some people earn their own 

money from the profit derived from the sale of materials 

in the shop or through farming.  Some have to go to the 

extent of doing degrading menial jobs like cleaning the 

human feces or carrying heavy loads before they can earn 

their money. The nurses-aides in the hospitals and nursing 

homes understand the precious value of every cent they 

earn. As human beings, we have a unique method of 

assigning value to whatever we treasure. A cent denotes 

the smallest coin in the United States of America 

monetary unit. A cent may also be assigned a beautiful 

name as a ‘rare coin.’ It may also be ascribed a unit of a 

gold coin. The rare or gold one cent coin that seems to be 

worthless to some may be valued close to about 

$50,000.00 in the rare coin collection market.  

 

What motivated and compelled the seeking of the lost 

item? Compassionate love of the owner of the sheep leads 

to persistent seeking for the lost sheep. We may wonder 

and ask ourselves, “What is God looking for in man that 

propelled Him to seek for the lost?” The interest of God 

about the lost differs from that of man. He may not be 

looking at the immediate worthless value of the sinful 

person that strayed away from Him into the clutches of 

Satan. He is seeking to recover the lost glory that man 

sinfully handed over to Satan in the Garden of Eden. He is 

looking for victory over the archenemy of man. He is 
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looking at the precious personalities of the generations 

unborn that will come from the lost person. The president 

of nation may come from him. The next Elijah, who 

turned the hearts of Israel from idolatry of Baal, may 

come from the lost. The next evangelist like Paul who 

brought the good news to the Gentiles may come from 

him. But He has to rescue the lost so that the future 

purpose of God concerning the life of the lost may come 

true. The only thing that can bring about the realization of 

the awesome dream is the timely effort of effective 

searching.  

 

Searching patiently and compassionately for the lost is not 

the business of mankind because we are impatient. That is 

why the Creator Himself, Jesus Christ the Son of God, 

came to this world in form of man to do the job of seeking 

the lost. The Prince of Heaven did not assign the job of 

seeking the lost to His ministering angels. It took a 

Creator who understands the preciousness of the man He 

created in His own image to look for the lost. “For the 

Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was 

lost.” (Luke 19:10)  

 

For every lost soul that was wrestled out of the clutches of 

Satan, there are three reasons for rejoicing over the souls.  

 

1. Recovery of the precious creature that was once 

upon a time lost and now in the safe keeping 

hands of God for His intended purposes on 

earth. 
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2. Victory over the devil who through its wicked 

schemes thought to keep man in the perpetual net 

of destruction. 
 

3. The fact that all the painstaking efforts associated 

with seeking the lost, the trip the Heavenly God 

made to this earth did not go in vain. 
 

If you are reading this book and you have not found the 

Lord Jesus Christ as the Lord and Savior, I have a secret 

for you. He has been looking for you to demonstrate His 

loving kindness towards you and to lift the burdens in 

your life. He left His Throne in Heaven to locate you and 

deliver you from the path to hell. He was a gift for your 

salvation. “For God so loved the world that he gave his 

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 

not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) He died 

so that you can live. You are the precious trophy of 

victory over the devil that He wanted to present to the 

Father God Almighty in Heaven.  All the heavens are 

waiting to celebrate the divine rescue of your salvation. 

Come out of your secret sins today and embrace the offer 

of salvation from the Savior and have your name enlisted 

in the Book of Life in the presence of the Living God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You were once lost but His love located 

you because you are precious. 

 
O Lord, I appreciate the depth of love that 
brought you from heaven to earth to seek for my 
soul, let me be kept in the safe-keeping hollow of 
your hands till eternity, in Jesus name.  

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLE OF THE LABOURERS 

IN THE VINEYARD 

 

Scripture Reading 

 

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his 
vineyard. Now when he had agreed with the laborers 
for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
And he went out about the third hour and saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, and said to them, 'You 
also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will 
give you.' So they went. Again he went out about the 
sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. And about 
the eleventh hour he went out and found others 
standing idle, and said to them, 'Why have you been 
standing here idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because 
no one hired us.' He said to them, 'You also go into the 
vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.' So 
when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said 
to his steward, 'Call the laborers and give them their 
wages, beginning with the last to the first.' And when 
those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, 
they each received a denarius. But when the first came, 
they supposed that they would receive more; and they 
likewise received each a denarius. And when they had 
received it, they complained against the landowner, 
saying, 'These last men have worked only one hour, 
and you made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden and the heat of the day.' But he answered one 
of them and said, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did 
you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what is 
yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man 
the same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I 
wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I 
am good?' So the last will be first, and the first last. For 
many are called, but few chosen." Matthew 20:1-16 
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Like the other parables, this one also offers insight into 

the kingdom of God. The center of operation of this 

parable is also the farm of which I believe that, by now, 

we have understood to be our planet earth. Our Lord has 

chosen the farm in this parable because it stands the test 

of time. Even if all of us are not cultivating farmland and 

planting seeds like farmers, we are doing one thing or the 

other that require the employment of other people to help 

us in our endeavors on the basis of wage payment. In this 

setting, a master and servant relationship is implied with 

employment. The landowner is the master while the 

laborers are the servants. 

 

In the parable, several laborers were engaged at different 

intervals. The very point of their employment represents 

the point they came to the limelight of understanding 

God’s word. It was the time they became aware and 

appreciated Jesus Christ’s mission of salvation on earth. 

Every hiring of the laborers in to the vineyard of the 

Master is a metaphor of Christ’s victory over Satan.  He 

rescued those outside the vineyard of God from the 

clutches of Satan. The angels in heaven rejoiced for every 

soul that received salvation. Their acceptance of work in 

the vineyard of God denotes that the chains of their 

bondage to Satan, their former master, were broken. And 

from that moment they possessed the required 

qualification, which is grace through faith, to partake in 

the unmerited blessing of salvation. This grace will entail 

the new believer to work with the New Master, Jesus 

Christ, in His vineyard. “For by grace you have been 

saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it is the 

gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8)  
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The entire life of mankind is summarized as one working 

day in the parable. The working hour in the vineyard 

begins at 6 am.  The four periods that the landowner went 

out to hire laborers express the four seasons of life that 

men were accepted into the vineyard of God. The early 

hired laborers were the people that accepted the Lord 

Jesus Christ as the Lord and their Savior at the early years 

of their lives. You won’t be wrong to say that these 

laborers in the vineyard of God were born in to the 

Christian families. The landowner conducted the second 

hiring at the third hour of the day. These are the youths 

that are delivered from the encumbrance of worldliness 

and brought to the saving knowledge of Christ at their 

youthful age. The third set of hired laborers came in at the 

sixth hour to the vineyard of God. These are the people 

that accepted salvation at the prime time of their lives. At 

the eleventh hour, the Master conducted the last hiring 

and engaged some other people into his vineyard. These 

were the people that are very close to their grave.  

 

We need to pay attention to two important statements in 

this parable. All the laborers that were hired in the second, 

third and fourth hiring period were found idle. This 

should not be misconstrued that all these people were not 

physically employed in one trade or the other. But since 

they have not entered into the contract of salvation in the 

Kingdom of God and have not enlisted their names 

among the ‘saved’ in the book of Life, they were counted 

as spiritually idle because there is no record of their 

spiritual activities in the spiritual realm. No matter how 

hard an unbeliever might have worked physically in the 

world, they were laboring in vain in the spirit, because 



God’s love towards humanity 

- 77 - 

 

there is no record of their spiritual labors in the presence 

of God. No matter how kind they have been towards 

others, if they have not established a covenant 

relationships with God, their kindness were only in 

memorial before God. Cornelius was a kind and just man.  

All his prayers and giving of alms were only in memorial 

before Almighty.  It was only after God directed Peter to 

him through a vision that he heard the good news and be 

able to choose to enter into covenant relationship with 

God. (Acts Chapter 10) That is why Jesus described them 

as idle.  The moment they decided to enroll in the 

vineyard of God, they have record in heaven that they 

worked on earth and as such, they deserve the agreed 

wages. Two books were opened at the judgment seat, and 

anyone whose name is not found in the book of life will 

be cast into everlasting fire. “I saw the dead, small and 

great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and 

another book was opened which is the book of life: and 

the dead were judged out of those things which were 

written in the books, according to their works … And 

whosoever was not found written in the book of life was 

cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:12,15) 

 

The second statement is that the landowner went out to 

seek for laborers. These laborers did not look for the job. 

They did not prepare any résumé and their employment 

was not based on any skill. They did not know the 

landowner, neither did they seek Him. Jesus Christ, the 

landowner came to seek the lost. That is why He set aside 

His glory in Heaven and came to this world in His 

mission of mercy. This means that Jesus was daily 

making efforts, one way or the other, to go after each of 



The Parables 

- 78 - 

 

us—seeking the sick to heal their infirmities, seeking the 

lost to bring them to the pathway of life. He sought the 

perishing to revive him to life and teach him how to live. 

He went after the blind in order to give him sight, and 

also the lame in order to strengthen their feet. In order to 

give mankind all these blessings, the Heavenly Father has 

to pursue us. What an awesome alloy of mercy and love 

blending together to meet man at the lowest level of his 

depravity. No wonder the word of God says in John 3:16, 

“For God so loved the world that He gave his only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have everlasting life.”      

 

A denarius was a monetary sum of money that represents 

the agreed wages the laborers were to receive at the end 

of the day’s activities. Their wages were the same 

regardless of the time they began to work. The interest of 

man differs from those of our Creator. God is interested in 

the business of recovering the lost ground to Satan. For 

every man rescued, the adequate wages deserved is 

eternal life. “… but the gift of God is eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23b) That is why the 

wages of the workers in the vineyard of the Master are the 

same. Was the Master fair in his judgment as to the 

wages? Of course, Yes. The Master was right and fair in 

the way He equitably distributed the wages of salvation. 

Those who knew the Lord at the early stages of their lives 

do not always appreciate the great and mighty things that 

God has done for them. In analyzing this further, these 

types of people have divine access to the Throne of Grace 

where they can call upon the Lord concerning the 

problems of their lives and receive solution. I grew up in 
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the farm. In those days in the farm, whenever I came 

across a ripe pineapple or ripe banana or pawpaw in the 

farm where I was working, I never ignored it, especially if 

I am hungry. In fact, I would briefly stop my farming 

activities in order to settle down and enjoy the ripe fruit 

before the lunch is served. The same is the state of affairs 

of the people who knew the Lord early in their lives.  

They have been enjoying the dividends of salvation in the 

divine blessing and presence of the Lord in their lives one 

way or the other as they continue in the Lord. The word 

of God clearly stated that, “The eyes of the Lord are upon 

the righteous and His ears are opened to their cry. The 

face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the 

remembrance of them from the earth.” (Psalm 34:15-16) 

Up till the eleventh hour that God rescued the perishing, 

God’s axe of judgment dangled over the heads of the 

people who were not in the camp of the righteous. Those 

who come to the knowledge of God in their old age 

always express a sense of loss of their past lives before 

they knew Jesus Christ. They always wish they have 

come to the Lord earlier in their lives so as to enjoy the 

divine transformation of the power of gospel. 

 

Paying each laborer the agreed wages at the end of time in 

this parable is indicative of the faithfulness of God. Many 

of the employers of our day have engaged the service of 

laborers but could not pay the agreed wages at the end of 

the week. They tell the employees to understand and bear 

with them. In my own part of the world, some employers 

owe their employees close to six months wages.  Let’s not 

even speak of retirement benefits. God Almighty differs 

from man in innumerable ways.  He maintains His 
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faithfulness and rewards everyone according to their 

works. He will never deny you whatever you have 

rightfully earned in His vineyard.   

 

Earning the denarius as the ultimate wages regardless the 

time you are engaged is an achievement on the part of the 

laborers in the vineyard. This is because not all that were 

employed in the vineyard of God earn their precious 

denarius at the end of time. Many abandon the vineyard 

before the wages are paid. Judas Iscariot started very well 

in the vineyard, he was even enlisted among the pioneers 

of Christianity but he did not earn his denarius. He 

betrayed the Master and fell by the way side before he 

reached the goal. Demas was also a co-laborer of Paul in 

the vineyard of God. He could not earn his own denarius 

because he loved this present world and despised eternity. 

“For Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present 

world …” (II Timothy 4:10) Therefore, it is not when and 

how you started that really matters.  It is whether you 

receive the agreed wages, the golden crown, at the last. 

Fight a good fight of faith and ensure that you finish your 

course like Paul. “I have fought a good fight, I have 

finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there 

is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and 

not me only, but unto all them also that love his 

appearing.” (II Timothy 4:7-8)  The Lord called many but 

few were chosen.  It is my prayer that we shall be among 

the few that will deserve a mansion above, at last in the 

house of our Lord’s Father. 
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Heaven is spacious and the harvest is 

ripe—Christ is still hiring! You have a 

decision to make.  

 
O Lord, I am ready to be hired in your vineyard, 
mold me, shape me and anoint me with anointing 
of excellence to become an effective instrument in 
your vineyard, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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                     CHAPTER  

A Fresh Start 
 

 

PARABLE OF THE BARREN FIG TREE 

 

Scripture Reading: 

 
He also spoke this parable: "A certain man had a fig 
tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit 
on it and found none. Then he said to the keeper of his 
vineyard, 'Look, for three years I have come seeking 
fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why 
does it use up the ground?' But he answered and said 
to him, 'Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around 
it and fertilize it. And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, 
after that you can cut it down.'"  (Luke 13:6-9) 
 
Now let me sing to my Well-beloved. A song of my 
Beloved regarding His vineyard: My Well-beloved has 
a vineyard On a very fruitful hill. He dug it up and 
cleared out its stones, And planted it with the choicest 
vine. He built a tower in its midst, And also made a 
winepress in it; So He expected it to bring forth good 
grapes, But it brought forth wild grapes. "And now, O 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, Judge, 
please, between Me and My vineyard. What more 
could have been done to My vineyard That I have not 
done in it? Why then, when I expected it to bring forth 
good grapes, Did it bring forth wild grapes? And now, 
please let Me tell you what I will do to My vineyard: I 
will take away its hedge, and it shall be burned; And 
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I 
will lay it waste; It shall not be pruned or dug, But 
there shall come up briers and thorns. I will also 

3 
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command the clouds that they rain no rain on it." For 
the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, 
And the men of Judah are His pleasant plant. He 
looked for justice, but behold, oppression; For 
righteousness, but behold, a cry for help. (Isaiah 5:1-7) 

 

Everybody has some needs. Sometimes our needs drive us 

to the point where we expect and must have a solution. A 

child was hungry, he ran to his mother with expectation 

that his mummy will do some miracle of provision of 

food. The mother-child relationship birthed the 

expectation of the child. How the mummy gets the food is 

not the main concern of the child.    

 

The parable of fig tree is an expression of agony of God 

due to unfruitful expectations of man. There is a certain 

man in Luke 13:6 and My Well beloved is referring to 

God Almighty. The vineyard is this earth and fig tree, you 

and me, are the choicest seeds that God planted in a good 

ground. {The sweetness of figs made the fig tree 

important in the time of Jesus Christ. Its modern day 

equivalent would be toffee candy. I believe it is one of the 

healthiest fruits in the whole world because its sugar 

content is minimal and yet it is so sweet.} The certain 

man in the parable expected to harvest fig fruit in its due 

season. This expectation can be compared to a reward for 

his investment of effort and resources in his vineyard. But 

unfortunately, he did not find any fruit to justify his 

efforts. We can easily visualize how disappointed he must 

have been.  

 

The same was the frustration of the Creator about the 

expected characteristics of human beings that He had 
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created in His image. For all of God’s efforts over the 

people on earth, He expected His sweetness and beautiful 

attributes to be reflected in us. First of all, He created man 

in His image. Secondly, He placed man in the Garden of 

Eden—the beautiful garden He planted before the 

creation of man where we could harvest and live 

comfortably in the garden we did not sow. God always 

come from time to time at the cool of the day to 

fellowship with man so that man in the garden will not be 

lonely. Yet instead of fruitfulness or righteous behaviors, 

man waxed strong in wickedness and sins.  The 

barrenness of man resulted in disappointment in the heart 

of the Master. 

 

The Righteous Judge decided He had waited long enough.  

The length of time spent expecting fruit and the wasteful 

efforts spent on the tree had resulted in disappointment.  

He, therefore, pronounced that the fig tree be cut down. In 

consideration of the efforts of God over mankind, He 

asked in Isaiah 5:4, “What more could have been done to 

my vineyard that I have not done in it? Why then, when I 

expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth 

wild grapes?” In layman’s language, God is asking us, 

“Why did I create you in my own image but your 

character and your way does not in any way reflect My 

character and My ways? Why are you living a life of 

sinfulness instead of righteousness? Why are you 

destructive instead of being creative and constructive? 

These are some of the questions that man cannot 

justifiably answer. Hence the righteous God had reason to 

righteously judge sinful man because in His words, He 
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said, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4b) 

“The wages of sin is death …” (Romans 6:23a) 

 

In the parable, the keeper of the vineyard, Jesus Christ 

answered and said to the vineyard owner which of course 

is God Almighty, “Sir, let it alone this year (another time 

length of opportunity) until I dig around it and fertilize it. 

If it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it 

down.”  It is no wonder that Jesus Christ is known as our 

Advocate— pleading our case before Almighty God. He 

appealed to the Heavenly Father here, saying, “Let me 

visit the vineyard and see what I can do about the fig tree. 

I will work on the fig tree … I will dig around it, prune it 

and fertilize it, meaning … I will teach man how they can 

be fruitful— I will warn them of the impending danger of 

unfruitfulness— I will pray for them, I will heal their 

infirmities— I will show them signs and wonders so that 

they can know that I have come from you and after this, 

give man some time so that these realities can sink in. I 

am positive that after this they will bear fruit.” This is the 

sum of the gift of eternal life through Christ as revealed in 

the book of Romans 6:23b, “… but the gift of God is 

eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  

 

Mankind is the proverbial barren fig-tree. Christ came to 

this world as He had promised. He dug around, watered 

and fertilized the barren fig-tree of God in us. He applied 

His love to heal our relationship with God. He ransomed 

His life to redeem us from impending spiritual 

destruction. The glorious efforts of our Lord Jesus Christ 

paid off and spiritual barrenness is now a choice of the 

disobedient. Many believers have seen the light of the 



A Fresh Start 

- 87 - 

 

Gospel and cash in on the glorious salvation plan and they 

have bore many spiritual fruits. Many have clung to the 

Savior and found peace in Him forever. Yet the axe of 

judgment of God is inevitably at the stems of the fig-trees 

that refuse to bear fruit. If you have not responded by 

hiding yourself in His cleft, the door of his mercy is still 

open. Enter into peace reconciliation with Him before it is 

too late.  

 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE SHREWD MANAGER 

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

He also said to His disciples: "There was a certain rich 
man who had a steward, and an accusation was 
brought to him that this man was wasting his goods. 
So he called him and said to him, 'What is this I hear 
about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for 
you can no longer be steward.' Then the steward said 
within himself, 'What shall I do? For my master is 
taking the stewardship away from me. I cannot dig; I 
am ashamed to beg. I have resolved what to do, that 

 
Do not allow the patience of God run out 

on you. Patiently live in the life that will 

yield the fruit of expectation of God.  

 
O Lord, I need a new touch of your mercy, give 
me a fresh start, let a personal revival that will 
usher in righteous fruits begin in my life, in Jesus 
name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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when I am put out of the stewardship, they may receive 
me into their houses.' So he called every one of his 
master's debtors to him, and said to the first, 'How 
much do you owe my master?' And he said, 'A hundred 
measures of oil.' So he said to him, 'Take your bill, and 
sit down quickly and write fifty.' Then he said to 
another, 'And how much do you owe?' So he said, 'A 
hundred measures of wheat.' And he said to him, 'Take 
your bill, and write eighty.' So the master commended 
the unjust steward because he had dealt shrewdly. For 
the sons of this world are more shrewd in their 
generation than the sons of light. And I say to you, 
make friends for yourselves by unrighteous mammon, 
that when you fail, they may receive you into an 
everlasting home. Luke 16:1-9 

 

A rich man called his servant to give account of his 

stewardship and defend himself against the accusation 

extravagancy. Perhaps the company auditor made an 

unannounced visit to the branch and the manager was 

given a query that would eventually lead to obtaining a 

pink slip. The servant was caught unprepared and 

discovered how vulnerable he was. He was troubled in his 

heart. ‘With all these year of comfort at work, I cannot do 

a menial hard labor again, and I am ashamed to beg,’ He 

lamented. But then he said to himself, “I am still in charge 

here, I will employ my skill as finance manager and my 

public relation acumen to bail myself out.”  A bird in 

hand, they say, worth thousands in the bush. One by one 

he called in the debtors of his master and made a deal 

with them. He gave all of them a discounted amount of 

what they owed and demanded for an immediate 

payment. Perhaps he added in his discussion with the 

debtors that, “From now on we shall be selling to you on 
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cash basis.” He hoped that after his master threw him out 

of the job, he would ask assistance from the debtors he 

had helped. He used the resources at hand, although not 

his own, to invest into future accommodating 

relationships he can look forward to. Little did he know 

that this shrewd finance management was the principle 

behind the multi-billion dollars finance business of today 

called “Debt Management.” When the credit card 

company calls you with an offer of zero per cent discount 

for the next twelve months in attempt lure you to transfer 

your outstanding credit card debt balances into their 

account, they are only improving on the principle of the 

shrewd steward in this parable. Your outstanding debt, 

after the transfer, becomes the commodity they offer for 

sale to the debt-brokers. The liquid cash they derived 

from the sale of your debt, are in turn invested in a short 

term investment in the Wall Street. For every deal you cut 

or any investment you made in this shrewd business, the 

ultimate goal is profit. That is what keeps giant companies 

like American Express, MasterCard and Visa on their feet 

in the financial industry. Profit is not always in the dollar 

unit alone; at times it is in the unit of favor to win 

friendship. Through what seemed to be unpopular finance 

deal of his time, he got the needed cash-flow that 

improved the low working capital of the business of his 

master and at the same time, made important business 

friends.  

 

After this deal the shrewd manager was patiently waiting 

for the axe of his master to fall on him. But instead of his 

master’s wrath, he was commended for his shrewdness 

and was promoted. Let us think like the master of this 
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shrewd steward. The amount the debtors owed was a great 

deal. It was not likely that they were ready to make 

payment on time. Some debtors eventually go bankrupt if 

the shrewd finance management was not adopted. Even if 

the master could employ the service of debt collectors to 

collect outstanding debts, it would have cost the company 

legal expenses and other debt collection fees which do not 

guarantee that debt will be collected. The master did not 

promote the steward for unjust way he discounted the 

outstanding debts.  He promoted him because he was 

smart enough to bring in more effective cash-flow into the 

company and at the same time able to retain the patronage 

of the customers. 

 

The common principle in the business world is that 

everybody should be treated without favor as the business 

policies dictate— no special consideration for family or 

friend. But out of this hard secular activity that did not 

give preference to family or friend, the shrewd steward 

invested into friendship that he can lean on in future. To 

some people, their own understanding of making it is 

amassing wealth and worshipping it as they hoard it. 

What are you doing with the resources that God had 

blessed you with? Are you amassing the wealth and 

counting it as your possession alone? If you own your 

wealth by ownership alone without utilizing it for the 

glory of God it is spiritually wrong. The truth we must 

bear in mind is that, no matter how long we live on earth, 

one day death, the grim reaper, will fire us from the 

surface of the earth. Then we shall all face the reality of 

the last home in eternity. Certainly eternity in hell fire, the 

place of anguish and gnashing of teeth is not an ideal 
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place for anyone after their death.  Therefore, this very 

moment is the right time for you to cut a deal of salvation 

with Jesus Christ in His kingdom. I can assure you that 

you have nothing to lose, in fact you have everything to 

gain if make a deal with Jesus Christ. If the wicked 

children of the world are wise enough to cut deal of 

comfort with each other for their future comfort, the 

children of light should be wiser by cutting the deal of 

salvation for themselves in the kingdom of God with their 

resources so that they will be received into the everlasting 

home at last. “For where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also.” (Matthew 6:21) 

 

Perhaps you are wondering about the resources at your 

disposal. The resources at your disposal now are your 

precious time, talents, money, and other non-monetary 

resources. Time is always an unrealized asset, every 

second it ticks by unnoticed. John F. Kennedy (1917-63) 

said “We must use time as a tool, not as a couch.” 

Redeem the precious time for useful events. To the 

business world, time is money. If time is so valuable, 

precious and never enough, then it is an appropriate asset 

to set aside for cutting an enviable deal for you in the 

kingdom of God. You need to set aside time from your 

busy schedules and devote that time to the things of the 

Spirit. Seeking God in the morning when you know that 

you are almost late to your work may seem unreasonable. 

But the truth is that, God who tucked you in bed last 

night, woke you up this morning, and will see you 

through all the activities of the day. Knowing this to be 

true, doesn’t God deserve the best of your time during the 

day? 



The Parables 

- 92 - 

 

Time is a gift of opportunity from God to humanity.  

Within the limit of lifetime that God granted a man, he 

can fully utilize the talents the Creator gave him. Your 

talent, both natural and acquired skills (your education or 

vocation), is the sum of the wisdom that God gave you as 

a tool for steering the boat of your life. “But it is the spirit 

in a man, the breath of the Almighty that gives him 

understanding.” (Job 32:8) Again if God is the source of 

your wisdom, talent and skills, why do you not return a 

portion of these invaluable gifts to Him in appreciation?  

Why not use these gifts to establish a friendly relationship 

with Him and carve a place for yourself in His kingdom? 

 

Your money and other non-monetary resources that you 

possess are the physical resultant of the time and talents 

that God gave you. God only requested for the tenth of 

your increase – a tithe. “Bring ye all the tithes into the 

storehouse, that there may be meat in my house, and 

prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will 

not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a 

blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 

(Malachi 3:10) The poor are crying around you for their 

daily meal, the law of God that related to meeting their 

needs that says, “If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the 

poor, he too will cry out and not be answered,” (Proverbs 

21:13) is also at your disposal. The poor are denied the 

righteous justice and the wicked seems to be getting away 

with their wickedness around you. Christians are the eyes 

of God for the needy and the less fortunate. You shouldn’t 

need anyone to prompt you into standing up for 

defenseless people. In doing so, it is interpreted in the 

spirit that you are utilizing your possessions to honor 
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God! The kingdom of God will not evaluate you by the 

amount of wealth you possessed. You will only be asked 

to give account of how you have invested the resources 

that God had given you. Think! 

 

  

 

PARABLES OF THE CLOTH AND WINESKIN 

 

Scripture Reading:   

 

Then He spoke a parable to them: "No one puts a 
piece from a new garment on an old one; otherwise 
the new makes a tear, and also the piece that was 
taken out of the new does not match the old. And no 
one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the 
new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and 
the wineskins will be ruined. But new wine must be 
put into new wineskins, and both are preserved. And 
no one, having drunk old wine, immediately desires 
new; for he says, 'The old is better.'" (Luke 5:36-39) 
 

Other Scripture Readings: Matthew 9:16-17; Mark 2:21-22 

 

The parable uses two different items in the wealth of 

wisdom of our Lord Jesus Christ to express the same 

Christ is the greatest Debt Manager. He 

discounted the indebtedness of 

humanity and wrote the names of His 

elects in the book of Life with His blood. 

 
O Able Father, the debt of my sin is 
overwhelming, its weight is crushing. Deliver 
me from the burden of my debt and redeem my 
soul with your blood, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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principle. Jesus Christ was emphasizing that it was 

technically unreasonable to sow a piece of new cloth to 

patch upon an old one. If this is inadvertently done, two 

results will come out of it. First of all, the two pieces of 

cloth do not match and therefore the two cannot bond 

with each other. Secondly, the old cloth has seen many 

days and it is perhaps very close to the garbage. 

Therefore, if a new cloth is sown upon the old cloth, both 

will become wasted material.  

 

The second analogy was that it was not economically 

wise to put a newly brewed wine in an old wineskin. In 

the past, wines were stored in the wineskins. Wineskins 

were goatskins sewed together at the edge to form 

watertight bags. The newly brewed wine expands due to 

the constant chemical reaction of the yeast in it as it ages.  

As a result, new wine is better stored in a new wineskin, 

so that as the new wine increases in volume, the new 

wineskin will be able to accommodate the stretch and 

expand as well. If then a new wine is store in old 

wineskin that had reached the limit of its expansion, it 

will burst and the new wine will spill out.  

 

The old cloth that was unable to blend with the new cloth 

and the old wineskin that cannot accommodate newly 

brewed wine are the same metaphorical items that our 

Lord Jesus Christ used to express the non-compliance and 

non accommodating attitudes of the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees. There was no difference between the nature of 

old wine and new wine, both contain the same 

intoxicating chemical compounds. The difference 

between the old and new wine is their container. Like an 
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over stretched old wineskin, the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees were engrossed in the rigidity and legality of 

the Mosaic Law. They perpetually limited their spiritual 

wisdom to the letters of law. They deprived themselves of 

the love entrenched in Christ’s mission on Earth. The 

laws of God are the same. The Old Testament and the 

New Testament are the same in principle but the new is 

the simplified version of the Old. Jesus Christ opened His 

Sermon on the Mount with, “Blessed are those …” Note 

that He also unwrapped the truth to the gathering that they 

were the salt and light— meaning that all the principles of 

the teachings of the kingdom will be accomplished on 

them.  By this, He depicted them as the hope of God in 

the fulfillment of His kingdom. Then Jesus took the bull 

by the horn when He declared, “Do not think that I have 

come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 

to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17) 

Fulfillment of the law of God is about practicability of the 

law. The former law required so many ordinances that, at 

the time of Jesus Christ, the priest in the temple of God 

could not be considered perfect in the practice of the law 

because of so many ceremonial ordinances that must be 

done to the last letter. No one was found perfect and 

justified in all the burnt offerings, blood sacrifice and 

cleansing rituals because there were spiritual errors and 

sinfulness everywhere. The New Testament is wrapped in 

the pliable but enduring love of God and cushioned in the 

package of grace so that all who believe will be enfolded 

in the kingdom of God through His loving plan of 

salvation. 
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“Salvation is so simple and therefore cannot be true,” 

thought the Pharisees and Sadducees. “It has to go the old 

way of rigidity before it can be acceptable to the religious 

fanatics of His time. “All the healings of the infirmities of 

the people and all those miracles were out of this world.  

Jesus Christ must have accomplished them through the 

power of Beelzebub,” they rebelliously and maliciously 

concluded. They were intimidated by the truth that was 

proceeding from the mouth of our Lord Jesus Christ and 

thereby became envious of His power and fame. In their 

narrow mindedness, they began to meet clandestinely to 

kill the Savior.   

 

Looking at the problems of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

you will notice religious bigotry between the two parties 

and also when the two parties combined their forces 

against the merciful mission of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Obviously the two religious groups did not approach our 

Lord’s teaching with a pure hearts. David asked in his 

prayer, “Create in me a pure heart, O God and renew a 

steadfast spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10) There is no 

doubt that what was lacking in the attitudes of the two 

religious groups was a renewal of right spirit within. They 

came to the Lord with a blanket of law covering their 

hearts. They beheld their relationship with God through 

eyes of Mosaic legality instead of the open minded love 

of Christ. Like David, we must ask God to cleanse us 

from within, and renew right hearts and spirits within us.  

In this way, we can possess sensitive hearts for the new 

thoughts and desires required to do the will of God. Right 

conduct that is sensitive to the spiritual truth can come 

only from a clean heart and spirit. The Book of Romans 
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12:2b says, “… but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Renewal precedes transformation. With the renewal of 

mind, the yoke will be broken and the word of God will 

have a dwelling place.  The revelation Christ’s gospel will 

bring forth a 180 degree transformation ushering the 

once-upon-a-time sinner into the kingdom of God. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE TWO FOUNDATIONS 

 

Scripture Readings  

 

"Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, 
and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who 
built his house on the rock: and the rain descended, 
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on 
that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on 
the rock. But everyone who hears these sayings of 
Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand: and the rain 
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew 
and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its 
fall." Matthew 7:24-27  

Old and new can work together in the 

common ground of love and flexibility of 

understanding in a new heart. 

 
O Lord, take away my stony heart, create a new 
heart in me and renew right spirit within me 
that will embrace your precepts and do them, in 
Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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"But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do 
the things which I say? Whoever comes to Me, and 
hears My sayings and does them, I will show you 
whom he is like: He is like a man building a house, 
who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. 
And when the flood arose, the stream beat 
vehemently against that house, and could not shake 
it, for it was founded on the rock. But he who heard 
and did nothing is like a man who built a house on 
the earth without a foundation, against which the 
stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. 
And the ruin of that house was great." Luke 6:46-49 

 

The lesson learned in the parable of two foundations is 

one of the most important lessons in life.  We must be 

very familiar of its principles. First of all Jesus is not 

addressing the whole world in this message.  His target of 

audience in this discourse is the believers who claim to 

know Him. Every day and every moment, man is bound 

to make a decision. Every decision that a man makes will 

EITHER build upon the earth we are living on and/or 

improve upon the existing creation; OR will destroy the 

existing good work of creation of God and all the 

improvements that man had made on it. In every decision, 

there is blue print that emanates from the spiritual 

architect within the person deciding.  

 

It is interesting also that Jesus Christ used the concepts of 

building and foundation as the enduring symbols of his 

parable. It is also revealed in the message that both weak 

and strong buildings have foundations. The theme of the 

message is not about how much you can build, but rather 

it is about the foundation you are building upon. There is 
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no doubt that it is commendable to be well versed with 

the wisdom of the word of God.  That is why we always 

encourage each other to read the word and to meditate in 

it daily. But it is not enough to know the word of God 

alone. Praise God for the fullness of His word! God did 

not command Joshua to read and meditate in the word 

alone.  He commanded him to observe and practice the 

word as well. “This book of law shall not depart out of 

thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night 

that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 

written therein; for then thou shall make thy way 

prosperous and then thou shalt have a good success.” 

(Joshua 1:8) By practicing the word, the scripture 

concluded that we shall have fullness of life—the 

expected result of receiving and living in the gospel of our 

Lord Jesus. 

 

The scripture is very rich in wisdom. When we are to 

plant, the scripture admonished us to sow in a good 

ground.  When we are to build, it asked us to build on a 

solid rock. When we sow in a good ground, the outcome 

of divine increase depends on God.  However, our houses 

will stand or fall depending on the foundation we choose 

to build upon. The reason is that even if we are unable to 

dig very deep into the ground before we build, we should 

not fail to build on the rock. This is because the rock is 

firmly planted deep into the ground by the Creator and 

still stands after weathering so many storms. It will 

enhance stability for the building on it to weather the 

storm of life without falling. The rock symbolizes the 

truth of God’s word. Most of the time man will foolishly 

take a decision not minding the righteous pathway of life 
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and after that he will now turn to God and pray thus, 

“Lord I am heading this direction of life, follow me in all 

my ways.” Before the decision at all, we ought to have 

sought the face of God to determine His will in our 

decisions. Our prayer should have been, “O Lord I want 

to take a particular direction of life and I do not want to 

fail, O Lord guide me in every steps I need to take and 

order my steps so that my decision will be the right ones.” 

 

What categorizes a man as foolish is not only the wrong 

choice he ignorantly made. It includes the ample 

opportunities an individual who should know better failed 

to take advantage of. What shall a child of God lose if he 

commits his ways in to the Lord’s hand? What shall a 

believer lose if he harnesses the wisdom of the word of 

God in the decisions he would make? In fact he stands to 

gain all the blessings attached to the righteous decisions. 

What constitutes wisdom in a man is not only a wise 

choice he made.  It also depends on the forward looking 

approach in his decision, intensive consideration of the 

truth he knows bearing in mind the history of life that was 

within his reach and finally consideration of all available 

information both divine and secular to take advantage of 

the moment. 

 

Certainly there will be periods of storm in a Christian’s 

life. It is not a question of whether it will take place or 

not, it is a question of when it will happen. The rain of life 

will surely fall, the flood will rage and winds will blow 

but the house build upon the rock will stand. The storms 

of life are the spiritual tests and trials that are divinely 

devised to promote us. “My brethren, count it all joy 
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when ye fall into divers temptation knowing this, that 

trying of your faith worketh patience.” (James 1:2-3) We 

all know that without test there can be no testimony. The 

foundation that we build our life upon will determine 

whether we shall prevail and have testimony OR fail and 

become part of satanic destruction statistics. If we build 

on the solid rock which is Christ and His principle of 

redemption, we shall stand tall in the day of trouble and 

unshakably firm when the storm of life is raging. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundations determine the strength of 

buildings. If you want to be strong in the 

Lord build on the Rock of Ages 

 
O my Blessed Redeemer, You are the foundation of 
my existence, teach me how to put my trust in you 
in every course of my life, let me build upon the 
truth that your word represents, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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                       CHAPTER  

Our Services to God  
 
 
PARABLE OF THE TWO SONS 

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

“But what do you think? A man had two sons, and 
he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today 
in my vineyard.’ He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ 
but afterward he regretted it and went. Then he 
came to the second and said likewise. And he 
answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. 
Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 
said to Him, “The first.” Jesus said to them, 
“Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and 
harlots enter the kingdom of God before you. For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness and 
you did not believe him; but tax collectors and 
harlots believed him; and when you saw it, you did 
not afterward relent and believe him. (Matthew 
21:28-32) 

 

The audiences of Jesus Christ at the time of this parable 

were the chief priest and elders of people of Israel that 

challenged His divinity and asked “By what authority are 

You doing these things? And who gave You this 

authority?” They were talking about the catalog of 

miracles and powerful wealth of wisdom of the word of 

God and divine ability of Jesus to openly say to sinners, 

“that your sins are forgiven.” These people came up with 

4 
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so many forms of attacks.  They organized evil schemes 

to ensnare Jesus Christ with His own words thereby 

giving the king’s officials legal reason to arrest Him. 

Before He told them the parable, He put His accusers in 

the judgment seat by asking them what they thought about 

the parable of the two sons he later told them. He did this 

that their own words might convict them, and perhaps led 

them to repentance. 

 

In the parable, the man who had two sons represented 

God Almighty. The two sons represented the two 

categories of mankind on earth and the vineyard of the 

father is planet earth. This is also a revelation that our 

Heavenly Father is a God of family. As the father of these 

two sons, he has authority to ask the sons to carry out a 

certain task according to His will. He approached His first 

son and told him, “Go and work in my vineyard but the 

son bluntly declined and said to his father, “I will not go.” 

I do not think we need to be told that the people in the 

category of the first son are the people we called sinners 

today. The prostitutes, the idolaters, the corrupt civil 

services officials, the armed robbers, pen robbers, 

embezzlers, adulteries, etc perfectly fit in into his 

category.  The vineyard of the Father of course is the 

earth—meaning the time frame of opportunities giving 

unto every one of us on earth. And the assigned task given 

to mankind in the vineyard of God is to do the righteous 

intentions of God—the will of God. The will of God is 

summarized in two phrases our Lord Jesus Christ gave in 

response to the Pharisees that asked, “Which is the great 

commandment in the law?” Jesus said to him, “You shall 
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love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your 

soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great 

commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments 

hang all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40) 

The two phrases are the summary of the Ten 

Commandments and all the activities mankind on earth 

revolves around these two phrases. But at the long last, 

the first son who bluntly declined to obey the father’s 

instruction had a second thought. He now saw the good 

reason why he should carry out his father’s biddings.  He 

repented, summoned up courage and did the will of God. 

 

The same father approached the second son with the same 

request. He almost did not let his father finished the 

instruction before he assured him, “That is no big deal, 

Daddy.” “I will go and work in the vineyard as you bid 

me,” but he did not go. Perhaps you are wondering about 

the people in this category, they are the chief priest, the 

pastors and all the people that minister in the word of God 

that are not strangers to ordinances and commandments of 

God. They are the people that have tasted the power of 

deliverance and experienced the divine ability of God; 

people that have enjoyed certain benefits from being the 

children of God. They are the people with great 

testimonies of the mightiness of Almighty God. They 

know that doing the will of God will draw them closer to 

Him. They do not have difficulty in understanding the 

mind of God concerning His commandments. However, 

compromises distorted their sense judgment. They fell 
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into the ensnaring trap of temptation and in the end they 

set aside the righteous will of God. 

 

Any one that is reading this very chapter will agree that 

the repented son eventually did the will of his father. 

Every man on earth possesses a measure of ability to 

discern what is right or wrong. And by so doing, you are 

also placed on the judgment seat today to judge the work 

of your own hands on earth. Reflect upon the life you are 

living now. Think about your various utterances on 

specific occasions and on specific issues. Compare it with 

your actions or deeds. Examine whether your words are 

commensurate with your deeds. If your utterances are in 

line with the desired will of God and your deeds directly 

reflect the righteous intentions of God, I can assure you 

that your righteous judgment today will speak well of you 

in the presence of the Righteous Judge at last. 

 

God did not create a sinner on earth. He created a 

reflection of Himself in man, in His own glorious image 

with all godly attributes (holiness, righteousness, 

kindness, love …) Whether you are handsome or 

beautiful or perhaps, in the worst scenario, you think that 

you are ugly to the extent that you find it difficult to love 

yourself, I want you to know this day that you are created 

in the awesome image of the Living God. Certainly God 

created man that can take decisions and make appropriate 

choices as he deems it fit.  

 

A decision to take or not to take a decision is a decision. 

Every man that fulfills the desire of the flesh instead of 
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the desire of God is a sinner. “Therefore to him that 

knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 

(James 4:17) The words of your mouth are expected to be 

seasoned with salt. “Let your speech be alway with grace, 

seasoned with salt …” (Colossians 4:6) The thought of 

your mind also is expected to be righteous “for out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh …” (Matthew 

12:34) If right now the expected sweet fountain are 

producing negative and evil fount contrary to the will of 

God, this may not necessarily divine your eternity if you 

can allow the divine touch of God to bring transformation 

in your life. This was the period of grace that was 

available for the first son who initially bluntly refused to 

do the will of his father, but later turned around in 

repentance to fulfill every detail of his father’s 

commandment. If you are in this category of people, 

opportunity comes to you today to totally repent of your 

evil ways and begin to work according to the divine 

intentions of God concerning your life. 

 

In the same vein, even if your words and your kind 

thoughts suit the divine commandments of God like the 

chief priests and elders in Israel that were guided by the 

law of Moses, or better still, like the born again believers 

of our time, endeavor to ensure that you do not only yield 

to the divine commandment of God through the word of 

your mouth alone, but also, through the expected 

righteous works. Your words and your works will surely 

speak at the judgment seat of God.  
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As you are on the judgment seat judging between the two 

categories of sons in this parable, let your righteous 

judgment spur you into genuine repentance. I pray that it 

would lead you to resolve to do the blessed will of our 

Father in Heaven so that your righteous judgment of 

today will testify and speak commendation unto you in 

the presence of God at last.   

 

 

 

PARABLE OF THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND 

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

And He spoke a parable to them: Can blind lead the 
blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch? A disciple 
is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly 
trained will be like his teacher. (Luke 6:39-40) 

 

There are two types of blindness – physical blindness and 

spiritual blindness. The general nature of a blind man is 

that he operates in perpetual physical darkness against his 

 

“Yes or No” may be a key word in a 

statement of integrity that can bring glory 

to God. But it may be of no value if it is not 

empowered with action. Let your yes or no 

bring glory to God!  

 
O Merciful Father, establish my life to reflect the 
integrity of your word, let me live each day in the 
obedience of your blessed will, so that my works on 
earth will not receive condemnation, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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choice. A blind man is physically challenged. In most 

cases, blind men are led around by their loved ones. But 

some are also led around from one place to the other by 

shepherd dog. At times the helpless ones have to figure 

out their own ways by their walking sticks. When this 

stick touches any object it is interpreted that there is as an 

obstruction on the way, and the blind person must go 

another way. You should close your eyes for a while and 

try to figure out your way in order to have an idea of the 

challenges the blinds are facing each day.  
 

I went to Kentucky Fried Chicken with my son recently. 

As we were waiting to collect our order, a blind woman 

with a walking-stick maneuvered her way to the counter 

to order apple-pie. I pitied her so much. I drew closer to 

her and quietly told her that she could order anything she 

wanted, that I will pay for her. She said she only want an 

apple-pie. I handed over a currency note to the attendant 

and requested the balance be given to the blind lady. She 

said, “Thanks, sweet lady.” Brethren, I am a man with a 

natural feminine voice, and because she was blind she 

thought that I was a lady. I just smiled and moved on. 

You may now understand better the heartfelt ordeal of a 

blind person. 
 

There is also another state of blindness manifesting in the 

life of some people. Spiritual blindness is not a physical 

handicapped situation; rather it is a state of insensitive 

attitude to the biblical precepts and to the things of the 

spirit. In this parable, Jesus Christ used the known 

situation of a physical blind man to drive home His 

message against the two types of ignorant people of His 
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time—the Pharisee and the Sadducees, the teachers and 

leaders in Israel who were morally bankrupt and 

spiritually blind. They were a bunch of hypocrites who 

lived deceitful lives. They stood ostentatiously in the open 

places to pray so as to receive the honor of men. These 

were the people that challenged the deity of Jesus Christ. 

They condemned and persecuted Him when He taught 

people in their synagogues. 
 

Going by the principle of the parable, a spiritually blind 

atheist who does not believe in God cannot lead anyone 

who is ignorant spiritually like himself to the kingdom of 

God. “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart 

brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure 

of his heart bring forth evil. For out of the abundance of 

the heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45) The atheist is 

devoid of the wisdom of God, he has nothing to offer to 

someone ignorant like himself. Obviously both of them 

are destined to the doom of hell fire unless divine 

intervention takes place before their death. 
 

All forms of unrighteousness that are instrumental to 

committing sins are spiritual blindness. If an individual is 

not walking in the Spirit and is daily fulfilling the desires 

of the flesh, the person is operating in a state of spiritual 

blindness. The scripture speaks very clearly about this as 

follows: 

I say then, “Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill 
the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and these are 
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the 
things that you wish. But if you are let by the Spirit, 
you are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh 
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are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 
contentions, jealousies, outbursts, or wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, 
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell 
you beforehand, just as I also told you in the time 
past, that those who practice such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. (Galatians 5:16-21)  

 

It is easy to say that we are not sinners. It is also my wish 

that none of our lifestyle reflect the spiritual blindness 

listed in the passage above. The sad truth is that spiritual 

blindness has made its way into the gathering of the 

children of God today. The elder in the church may have 

dipped his hands in idolatry or occultism. The next person 

you are sitting with in the church may be an adulterer. 

The youth and the adult that are participating in various 

programs in the church might have been involved in one 

of the listed spiritual blindness. Even some ministers have 

toss the anointing of God upon them in to the garbage for 

5 minute affairs. Whatever seems to be hidden to man is 

made bare before God. Even if the brethren in the 

congregation do not know what is happening, God 

knows! 

 

A deliberate choice of evil lifestyle in the name of 

civilization is also a state of spiritual blindness. “And 

even if our gospel is veil, it is veiled to those who are 

perishing. The god of this age has blinded the minds of 

unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” (II 

Corinthians 4:3-4) In our days beautiful names like 

‘alternative lifestyle’ and ‘civil union’ have been coined 
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to describe the evil relationship of the special people in 

our society. The legal system of some countries allows 

these spiritually blind people to adopt children. In this 

type of relationship, the adopted child would either have 

two mothers but no father, or two fathers but no mother. 

Unfortunately, the adopted child would begin his or her 

life in an environment of confused culture and grow up in 

a negative setting of evil family. The child will identify 

his adopted parent as mommy-1 and mommy-2 or daddy-

1 and daddy-2 which is completely contrary to the God’s 

perfect arrangement of a father and mother as parents and 

their children in a unit of a family. Instead of the tender 

loving care of a mother and a protective covering of a 

father, the child will be dwelling in the midst of two 

women or two men that are themselves engaged in unholy 

relationship. It is obvious that a child that grows up in 

such an environment may follow the spiritually blind 

lifestyle of the evil adopted parent.    

 

Another important lesson we can learn in this parable is 

that, being physically blind does not constitute spiritual 

blindness. Brother Chucks Ezewuchie, a physically blind 

man breezed into our Christian fellowship sometime in 

August 2004. We were praising God with songs when he 

entered. Right away he blended in. He was singing and 

dancing excitedly. You cannot miss the countenance of 

joy radiating from his face. At the end of the fellowship, 

he sought for an audience to address the fellowship. He 

began to admonish the brethren the reason why we should 

be rejoicing in the Lord. Principally, he pointed out his 

physical disability, not as a means for panhandling rather, 
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as one of the reasons he beheld the mercy of God towards 

him and why he praised God and rejoiced in Him every 

day. As part of his exaltation, he also pointed out that 

there is no reason why a believer should doubt God after 

he read the word of God and prayed according to God’s 

promises in the scriptures. He stated the reasons in the 

acronym of F-A-I-T-H as below: 

 

F – Friend 

A –Ability 

 I – Interest  

T – Trustworthy  

H – Help  
 

In one sentence he put the words together to drive home 

his point, and he said, “We have a father who is our 

friend, who is able, who is interested in our life, who is 

trustworthy and ready to help us, then why can’t we 

simply believe Him!” Every single person in that room 

was blessed by his admonition that day. In fact, I 

discovered the love of God for me in a new dimension 

that day. A blind man who is not spiritually blind can lead 

the physically able-bodied people to the knowledge of 

God. Although Brother Chucks was physically blind, he 

was able to teach all the brethren that were present in the 

fellowship on that day a new thing of the spirit.   
 

The question of Jesus Christ in the parable is more of a 

challenge to mankind than the expression of the 

foolishness of spiritual blindness in His persecutors. Let’s 

reflect on the question again, “Can the blind lead a blind 

man?” Of course not! A blind man needs a guide that is 
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not blind. The question was a bitter truth to the Pharisees 

and Sadducees who were operating in their myopic 

understanding of the law and thereby close their inner 

mind against the understanding and divine wisdom in the 

teaching of Jesus Christ. Those who seek for knowledge 

of God need a spiritual guide. The word of God is our 

guide. Whether we receive the word by reading it or 

through the teaching of an ordained minister, the word is 

still the same. In the word we understand the perfect law 

of God. All aspects of humanity and our expected lifestyle 

are clearly defined in the word and in it our ways are 

made prosperous. “This book of the law shall not depart 

out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and 

night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that 

is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way 

prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.” 

(Joshua 1:8) We understand our lives and the way we are 

to live better from the point of view of God through His 

words and in the relationship, we establish with Him 

through our salvation.  

 

In the parable, Jesus Christ our guide, enlightened us out 

of the wealth of His wisdom. “A disciple is not above his 

teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be like 

his teacher.”  Jesus Christ the Word of God is a living 

citadel of understanding of the word of God. Although He 

was the Star of the scripture and all the precepts in the 

Bible revolve round about Him, yet no book of the Bible 

was credit to His name. Even if the Pharisees and the 

Sadducees of His time did not agree with Him, His divine 

ability cannot be equated in any way with their limited 
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wisdom of the Mosaic law. Remember that God gave 

Moses the law on Mount Sinai. In relating this 

understanding to our own time, no amount of knowledge 

we possess, whether an unprecedented breakthrough in 

science or any spiritual power that man had never attained 

from the beginning of creation, can give us a false 

confidence that we are above the Creator who created us. 

We can only be like Him if only we fully yield to His 

precepts and that was why Paul admonished us in II 

Timothy 2:15 and said, “Do your best to present yourself 

to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to 

be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 

truth.”    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical blindness may be an act of God, 

accept the fate. Spiritual blindness is an 

act of Satan; reject it before it destroys 

you.  

 
O Lord, open my inner eyes to know your blessed 
will, strengthen my spirit to understand the 
precepts of your word, cause me to walk in the 
light of your truth, in Jesus name.  

Think and Pray ….. 
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                     CHAPTER 

The Grace of Prayer 

 

 

PARABLE OF FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT 

 

Scripture Reading 

 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When 
he finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord, 
teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 
He said to them, When you pray, say: “Father, 
hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give 
us each day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for 
we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And 
lead us not into temptation.” Then he said to them, 
“Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to 
him at midnight and says, “Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread, because a friend of mine on a 
journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set 
before him.’ Then the one inside answers, ‘Don’t 
bother me. The door is already locked, and my 
children are with me in bed. I can’t get up and give 
you anything.’ I tell you though he will not get up 
and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet 
because of the man’s boldness he will get us and 
give him as much as he needs. So I say to you: Ask 
and it will be give to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to you. For every 
one who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to 
him who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of 
you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him 
a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give 
him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

5 
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much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” (Luke 11:1-13) 

  

There is an important point to note in the passage above. 

We always read the request of the disciple as, “Teach us 

how to pray,” instead of “teach us to pray” as it was in the 

scripture. If we look closely there is difference in the 

interpretation of the two.  

 

One of the important aspects of my training as a secretary 

was the procedure of writing an official letter. The 

secretarial text book discussed the different positions that 

the addresses of the addressor and the addressee should be 

on the paper depending on the adopted style.  In addition 

to this, the letter must be dated and “reference number” 

could possibly be inserted if need be.  A choice of an 

appropriate complementary opening greeting—“Dear …” 

should be inserted in the letter in an attempt to appeal to 

the attention of the addressee. This will follow by the 

subject matter of the letter. The body of the letter should 

contain brief but precise relevant discussion of the subject 

matter of the letter in paragraphs depending upon the 

analysis.  At the end of the letter, a choice of an 

appropriate complementary closing greeting—“Yours 

sincerely” will end the letter. This will followed by the 

signature, name and official title of the person writing the 

letter.  If there is an attachment to an official letter, the 

word “Enc” or “Enclosure” must be type at the bottom of 

the letter.  

 

My secretarial training procedures of writing an official 

letter will give you the idea of the request of the disciples 
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of Jesus Christ when they said, “Lord teach us to pray.”  

Prayer is a package of an acceptable standard of spiritual 

request from the store house of the Living God. Certainly, 

some of the servants of God sought His face in prayer in 

the bible. We can recount the brilliant prayer of Solomon 

as well as the extended report of prayer life of Daniel and 

his brethren in the service of Babylonian Empire. 

Whatever we had learned from all these cannot be 

compared with the express instructions and procedures of 

prayer from our Lord Jesus Christ directly. The disciples 

were requesting for what they need to plug in into their 

prayer package that will make it spiritually acceptable in 

the court of Heaven. The disciples were requesting that 

the Lord may teach them the quintessence of prayer and 

how to approach God Almighty in prayer in such a way 

that their prayer will receive a divine approval.  

 

The fact that Jesus handled the request according to the 

specification of the needs of the disciples is noteworthy. 

This is pointing us to the fact that we need to approach the 

throne of grace in a unique spiritual preparedness.  In the 

analysis of our Lord’s Prayer, Jesus Christ taught the 

disciples to approach the Throne of Grace with 

thanksgiving by putting the God of Heaven, who is our 

Father and a sure Friend in the position of honor and 

glory. We must reference Him and also long in sincere 

desire for His kingdom. The next step was to take each 

day at a time in our prayer.  We must ask for our daily 

needs and leave our tomorrow in the hand of God who 

provided for our today. He enjoined us to live in a 

righteous and equitable relationship with mankind. Lastly, 

he admonished us to ask for His divine deliverance, 
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security and guidance in our prayer.  Above all, it is 

expected of everyone that will approach the throne of 

grace, not only to utter these appropriate words alone with 

our mouth, we are expected to leave each day of our lives 

according to our profession and declaration before God.  
 

In the passage above, we can behold the mercy of our 

Lord Jesus Christ in the way He freely and mercifully 

released the mystery of divine steps of touching the heart 

of God with our prayers. While He clearly depicted the 

greatness of the Creator of the Heaven and Earth, He also 

revealed God to mankind as our buddy-buddy friend, 

whom we can always run to and knock at His throne of 

grace at any time of the day. A great caring Father He 

truly is, Jesus Christ still portrayed Him in honor as a very 

caring and a responsible Father, who knows the exact 

needs of His children and who is always ready to 

faithfully minister to them. True to the beautiful attributes 

of God Almighty the Master Jesus Christ had painted with 

choice of Words, He is rightly our Father and also our 

friend. Because of man’s nature, our earthly father, may 

be found with imperfection and with a lot of 

shortcomings. Yet, we always feel at home to discuss our 

lives, needs and problems with God our Father. Our 

friends whom we at times describe as our soul mates, with 

whom we are as free as air, may not really be able to help 

us when in trouble yet we find it convenient to pour our 

hearts to the Heavenly Father.  
 

In the parable above the needy man approach his friend at 

midnight for three loaves of bread. The friend gave so 

many excuses why he could not be of help to his needy 

friend. But because of their relationship and closeness, the 
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needy person did not feel ashamed of his inability to meet 

his own needs and that of his family. He did not feel 

insulted by the cold response of his friend. He neither felt 

bad that he was inconveniencing his friend and because of 

the closeness of their relationship, he persistently kept on 

knocking at his door to make his resources available to 

meet his needs. This friend might have reluctantly 

crawled out of his bed to attend to the needs of his friend, 

or in some cases he may not be able to help at all. But our 

Heavenly Father will never complain that we are 

inconveniencing Him. No time in the day too early to 

approach Him and no time of the day too late to seek His 

face. Our needs are never in short-supply in His store 

house. 
 

The Lord God asked Prophet Isaiah a question, “Can a 

woman forget her nursing child, and not have compassion 

on the son of her womb? Surely they may forget. Yet I will 

not forget you. See I have inscribed you on the palms of 

My hands; Your walls are continually before Me.” (Isaiah 

49:15-16) That is the faithful Father and Friend that Jesus 

Christ is encouraging us in His teaching to approach 

boldly, in an excellent relationship with our needs and 

cares.  
 

There are so many approaches that man may employ to 

solve problems, but the specific way that the children of 

covenant are to receive from God is by seeking His face. 

Seeking the face of God through prayer is one of the ways 

of receiving blessing from our Heavenly Father. The 

acronym ‘ASK’ are the first letters of the key words ‘ask,’ 

‘seek’ and ‘knock’ in the Bible passage above.  The ‘A’ in 

‘ask’ represents, ‘Acknowledge’ your needs and 
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acknowledge the Heavenly Father that can meet the 

needs. King David was in need and he said, “I will lift up 

my eyes to the hills – From whence comes my help?” He 

acknowledged instantly and said, “My help comes from 

the Lord, Who made heaven and earth.”  ‘S’ in ‘seek’ 

represents, ‘Seek for a solution according to His will. 

Seek the face of the Lord in the wealth of His word and 

according to the covenant He made about your needs. 

There is no need of mankind that the scripture did not 

address. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, 

that ye may consume it upon your lusts.  (James 4:3) In 

the presence of our Heavenly Father who also is our true 

friend, defend the purposes for your request. Enter into 

serious Father/friend, son and daughter dialogue with the 

Heavenly Father and convince Him of your righteous 

intentions that is not tainted with selfishness or arrogance 

why the need should be met. “Present your case,” says 

the Lord, “Bring forth your strong reasons, says the King 

of Jacob. (Isaiah 41:21)  Lastly, ‘K’ in knock represents 

‘Knock on the door of the Heavenly Father for solution to 

your needs. This should not be misconstrued to mean 

banging of any particular door. It is emphasizing the 

intensity and seriousness of your prayer attitude before 

God. It is also pointing to the fact that you should totally 

trust Him that He is faithful to meet the needs without 

having any other plan-B on one side. “And without faith it 

is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes 

to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards 

those who earnestly seek him.” (Hebrew 11:6) 
 

The first letter of each keyword comes together to form 

the first key word – ‘ask’. This is not a coincidence. 
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These words are interrelated in the prayer life of the 

children of God. They are powerful procedural aspects of 

our prayer that ascertain that our Father in Heaven will 

honor our prayers. The passage above reveals to us the 

father-children scope of relationship within which the 

prayer procedures can be applied.  In other words, if you 

do not have a spiritual relationship with God, -- if you do 

not recognize Him as your Father, and if He does not 

recognize you as His people—the answer may not be 

forthcoming until you make your ways right before Him. 

The prayer of repentance opens the window of mercy of 

God to sinners to come to the Lord.  Don’t be deceived, 

God cannot be mocked. Until you make your ways right 

with Him in repentance you should not expect positive 

results of your prayers.. The sacrifice of the wicked is an 

abomination to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is 

his delight. (Proverb 15:8)  When He hears the voice of 

the strangers that stand outside and knock on the door, 

saying, 'Lord, open up for us!' He will answer you, 'I don't 

know you or where you're from.' (Luke 13:25) 
 

‘Asking’ in prayer places demand upon the covenanted 

blessing of God according to His will and according to the 

specifications of our needs. ‘Seeking’ in prayer designs 

and shapes the covenanted blessing in the store-house of 

God to meet those needs. ‘Knocking’ in prayer packages 

the blessing and releases it through the ministering angels 

to meet the needs of believers.  
 

Jesus Christ was ministering to the believers that God had 

given the grace to understand the wisdom of God. The 

message therein was intended for the beneficiaries of 
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Abraham’s covenant. As Jesus Christ made these 

statements, He revealed the mind of God and at the same  

time encouraged us to come boldly to the heavenly throne 

in our time of need. How often do the heirs of the 

covenant exhibit their ignorance in their time of need and 

struggle by ceaselessly relying in their wisdom or turning 

for help where it cannot be received! Jesus was putting 

the Holy Name of His Father on the line and at the same 

time assuring us that the merciful Father will meet us at 

the point of our needs as He has promised. If God would 

not answer you in your time of need, Jesus Christ, His 

Son, would not bid you to ask.  If there is nothing in the 

store house of God, and if your frantic search will end up 

in vain, His Son would not tell you to seek.  If the door of 

His divine blessing would not be opened unto you, the 

King of Kings, who was with God at the beginning, 

would not enjoin you to knock. Brethren lets begin to take 

prayer seriously in our relationship with God.  Let us pray 

not only in the time of need but also as an investment in 

the cordial spiritual relationship He has given us the grace 

to establish with Him. 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectivity of achievement rather than a 

friendly rudeness is the focus of an 

importuned needy. Christ is your friend even 

though he scowls at your sins. Seek Him 

persistently at any time because He loves 

you compassionately. 
 

Dear Merciful Father, let the covenant of your 
faithfulness manifest in answering my prayers, 
let my needs be met by your supernatural power, 
in Jesus name.  

Think and Pray ….. 



The Grace of Prayer 

- 125 - 

 

PARABLE OF THE PERSISTENT WIDOW 

 

Scripture Reading 

 

Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always 
ought to pray and not lost heart, saying: “There was 
in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor 
regard  man. Now there was a widow in that city; and 
she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my 
adversary.’ And he would not for a while; but 
afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not 
fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow 
troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continue 
coming she weary me.’” Then the Lord said, “Hear 
what the unjust judge said. And shall God not avenge 
His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, 
though He bears long with them? I tell you that He 
will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the 
Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on earth? 
(Luke 18:1-8)  

 

The compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ about the 

ignorance that man exhibits in his affliction led to the 

parable of persistent widow. The usual characteristic of 

man in his afflictions and pains is to lose heart. Some say, 

“I cannot take it anymore,” and give up hope. Some will 

be ranting and complain. Some will be downcast and 

totally admit defeat as the only solution to the problem 

besetting them. Anxieties will set-in in the lives of some 

and some will emotionally overwhelmed. Some will call 

it quits to this world and commit suicide. All these 

negative response towards the problems confronting 

mankind does not solve the problems. Jesus Christ 

revealed in this parable that a negative attitude is a wrong 

approach towards our afflictions. It is a fact that no one 
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can rule out a situations that can bring tears to the eyes. 

This is the nature and the lot of man. But notwithstanding, 

in such a situation, the believer should not lose sight of 

the God who is aware of our pains.  He is on our side 

waiting for us to invite Him to intervene in the situation.   

 

Why should we pray instead of been down cast? At the 

emotional level of your affliction, you are in the lowest 

level of the valley of your life. At this very time you have 

two options—either to stay drowned in the pity party 

events in the valley or to struggle to move out of the 

valley of affliction. When the enemy struck the camp of 

Israel and took their wives and children into captivity and 

took away their properties in Ziglag, David was 

sorrowful. He wept bitterly but he did not build a tent in 

the valley of his affliction. Instead he encouraged himself 

in the Lord and communed with God in prayer to seek for 

direction to his next line of action.  The author of this 

book summarized this valley of life in a poem below:  

 

Cry if you want to let go the burden 
But let it come along with your prayer. 
Your tears are products of your emotion 
It expresses your anguish and pains 
It manifests the lowliness of your spirit. 
It has a language of its own: 
That is wrongly interpreted by man 
But communicates your heartfelt burden to your Creator 
The seed you sow in wetness of your tears 
Will produce the fruit of joy and happiness 
If you sow it with prayer 
And watch it grow with faith  

- Michael A. Eleyinafe 
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Prayer is the glorious opportunity that God gave unto man 

to have a direct access to the throne of grace where we 

can rededicate our relationship with God and at the same 

time place a divine order for our needs. Two things 

happen when we pray. First we express our heart of 

worship to Almighty God by acknowledging that He is 

the Father responsible for our existence.  At the same 

time, we accept that we are His children by virtue of 

covenant relationship. Secondly we place a divine order 

in the store house of our Father in Heaven both for our 

spiritual and physical needs. I believe this was the 

inspired thought of Apostle Paul in his epistle to the 

Philippians brethren when he admonished them to, “Be 

careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made 

known unto God.” (Philippians 4:6) He also enjoined the 

brethren in (I Thessalonians 5:17) to pray without ceasing 

– meaning there is no amount of worshipping that is 

enough to express our gratitude about the graciousness of 

Almighty. The Lord put it bluntly through the Psalmist 

and say, “I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee 

out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will 

fill it.” (Psalm 81:10) There is no limit to the divine order 

that we can place for our needs from the store house of 

God.  

 

There is one particular mystery about prayer that the all 

believers should take note of. For example, when we are 

famished and long to eat pizza on a cool day, we make a 

telephone call and place an order for pizza. The Pizza-

house representative will ask us, “How do you want your 

pizza?  We discuss the size, the type and the toppings we 
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want on our pizza. Invariably we design the pizza 

according to our tastes when we tell the pizza-house the 

type of pizza we want. Some will ask for pepperoni pizza 

with mushroom toppings and American cheese. Some will 

ask for special pizza with assorted layers of vegetable 

topping. The basic ingredients of pizza are the already 

kneaded dough and blended tomato. The needs of the 

client according to his requested specification shapes the 

design and kind of the pizza that pizza-house produces 

using the already kneaded dough and blended tomato. In 

the same way, the needs of mankind are like the already 

prepared dough in the pizza-house. Our needs have been 

met before the existence of those needs and are in the 

store house of God. Our request in prayer places divine 

order upon the covenanted blessing of God according to 

the specifications of our needs. We always trust the pizza-

house to deliver the hot-pizza at our door steps although 

we did not pay cash when we ordered. The same way we 

should faithfully trust that the ministering angels will 

bring forth the answer to our prayer requests especially 

when we have charged all our needs to the Heavenly 

account of Jesus Christ by praying in His name. “And 

whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the 

Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in 

My name, I will do it.” (John 14:13-14)  

 

Persistency in seeking the face of God rightly describes 

the nature of the needs of man. All the drama in the life of 

man requires the divine intervention of God. When the 

life of believer is in disarray as a result of unfriendly 

pressures and problems of this world or those unfortunate 

sins, we need to seek the face of God in prayer. When 
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everything is falling into their right positions in our lives, 

we still need to seek the face of God in prayer of 

thanksgiving and testimony. When we are in besetting 

sins, we need prayer to realign ourselves with the Creator. 

Prayer coordinates the body, the soul, and the spirit when 

we seek the face of God with fasting and praying. With 

prayer, our spirit is spiritually sanitized when we ask God 

to forgive us our sins. With prayer our crooked ways are 

made straight because we know that if we want to receive 

from the Father we have to come to Him with clean 

hands. With prayer our spirit is link to the Throne of 

Grace that we may receive divine touch of God. With 

prayer we draw the mighty hands of God for divine 

comfort. With prayer we also seek His divine counsel. 

The Heavenly Father is the supplier of our joy in terms of 

His blessing. He is the removal of our sorrow in terms of 

healing and lifting of the burdens of our lives. That is 

why, whenever Satan wants to deal with believer, he will 

saturate his life with situations that will make prayer 

practically impossible for him. The devil knows that if the 

beloved of the Lord cries to Father, in their prayers, 

breakthrough will surely come. “The effectual fervent 

prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a 

man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed 

earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the 

earth by the space of three years and six months. And he 

prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 

brought forth her fruit.” (James 5:16-18) If you do not 

pray you have inadvertently declared victory unto Satan 

in the spiritual realm and in return, you have 

unfortunately accepted a defeat which was contrary to 

what God desired for your life. 
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 In this parable the persistent widow sought the face of a 

wicked judge, who did not fear God and did not regard 

the woman who came to him for redress. She had hope 

from the hopeless and wicked judge that one day the 

judge will respond to her needs and avenge her against 

her adversaries. The wicked judge who would not uphold 

righteous judgment avenged the woman because the 

widow would not give up pestering him with her request. 

To stop the pestering alone, the wicked and nonchalant 

judge rose up to do what judges ought to do.  How much 

more will our compassionate Father who knows us and 

understands the language of our tears rise up to the 

occasion of our needs when we righteously and faithfully 

ask Him to come to our rescue.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The cake of a persistent baker does not 

burn in the oven. Move in the strength of 

faith to pull down your blessing with 

persistent prayer. 

 
O Lord God Almighty, grant me the anointing of 
prayer so that I will consistently be seeking your face, 
praising your Holy name and daily interceding that 
the needs of the needy may be met, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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CHAPTER 

Humility 
 
 

PARABLE OF THE PHARISEE 

AND THE PUBLICAN 

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous, and despised 
others: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I 
thank You that I am not like other men--extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.' 
And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not 
so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' I 
tell you, this man went down to his house justified 
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted." Luke 18:9-14 

 

In this parable Jesus Christ reveals the frequent error of 

people who dwell only in their religious background. The 

Pharisee was a religious man who considered himself an 

individual with clear understanding of God’s word, a 

person that lived according to his religion. He was 

obsessed with his religious’ self-righteousness. Even 

6 
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when he came to seek the face of God, instead of humble 

praise and worship unto God, he began to list his 

righteous activities and despised the unrighteous people 

around him. He stood in arrogance of heart before God 

and said, “I thank You that I am not like other men – 

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax 

collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I 

possess.” He left the presence of God empty-handed 

because of his haughty spirit. 
 

The self-righteous person does not put himself under the 

umbrella of justification of God. He prefers his own 

justification to the perfect justification of God. A self-

righteous person is a spiritual narrow minded person. He 

is indirectly saying, “God I do not need your mercy. I am 

comfortable with the righteous works of my hand.” A 

self-justified person incarcerates himself in the bondage 

of law, and alienates himself from the grace of God. 

Unfortunately, a self-righteous person does not realize 

that no one besides Jesus Christ has been found justified 

under the Mosaic law. “Knowing that a man is not 

justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus 

Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we 

might be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of 

the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be 

justified.” (Galatians 2:16) When a self-righteous man 

exhibits his righteousness before God at the point of 

seeking the face of God, instead of approaching the throne 

of grace with humble and contrite heart, he is basically 

telling God to only consider the good works of his hands 

in dealing with him. By this he had short-changed himself 

because man cannot receive justification of God by his 
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good works only. “And by him all that believe are 

justified from all things, from which ye could not be 

justified by the law of Moses.” (Acts 13:38-39) By faith in 

Jesus Christ man is justified from all things. 
 

Self-abasement before God may seems degrading in the 

eyes of man but it is the only way that a sinner can 

righteously express his spiritual emptiness and 

wholeheartedly pour out his heart before his Creator. One 

man may succeed in deceiving another but no one can 

deceive God. You cannot come to the presence of God 

hiding behind an index finger. Our Creator knows us 

more than we know ourselves. He knows the intent of our 

hearts before we even open our mouth. Why then can 

sinner not come out clean and tell the story of his sinful 

life the way it is before the Creator who can deliver him?  
 

“We have all had the dream that we desire to flee 
from something horrible and cannot.  This is the 
ever-recurring knowledge in our subconscious of 
this true situation of fallen man.  The same thing 
is now expressed in Adam's answer: I was naked 
and I hid myself.  Adam tries to excuse himself 
with something that accuses him, he attempts to 
flee further and yet he knows that he has already 
been apprehended.  ‘I am sinful and cannot 
stand before thee,’ as though sin were an 
excuse.  Inconceivable the folly of man: “just 
because you are a sinner, stand before Me and 
do not flee.” — Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Creation 
and Fall, Temptation  
  

In the time of our Lord Jesus Christ, a tax collector was 

considered a certified sinner because of the way he 

extorted people. They often charged more than the law 

required and pocketed the difference. Zacchaeus, a 
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repented and confessed dishonest tax collector, said unto 

our Lord Jesus Christ, “Behold, Lord, the half of my 

goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything 

from any man by false accusation, I restore him 

fourfold.” (Luke 19:8) Dishonesty was the norm of the tax 

collector’s business in those days. The tax collector in the 

parable entered the temple this day with one purpose in 

mind—to make it right with his Creator. He beheld the 

scattered, broken pieces of his sinful life. The sorrow he 

had caused so many people with his extortion. The people 

he had robbed of their daily bread in the way he had 

overcharged them. He remembered his unfaithfulness and 

the dishonest life he had been living. Although very rich, 

he did not have that coveted peace of mind because of the 

torment of sin. He came to the temple of God like a chick 

drenched with rain. He did not go to the front; rather he 

headed towards a corner at the back of the temple. He did 

not and could not lift up his eyes to behold the beauty of 

altar having known within himself that he did not deserve 

the mercy of God. Nevertheless, he came to the presence 

of God because he knew that God alone had power to 

forgive his enormous sins. In one statement but with 

contrite heart he said, “God be merciful to me a sinner!” 

It was another way of telling God to gather the broken 

down pieces of his life together in His mercy and accept 

his supplications. It was reported of him that he went 

home justified. 

 

Humility led this sinner to justification of God. 

Justification of God takes a sinner from the known 

wickedness of the world to the unknown infinite mercy of 

God, from the bottom of his nothingness to the exalted 
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glorious somebody in the sight of God. The tax collector 

first of all recognized and accepted himself as a wretched 

sinner. But he did not know, neither did he expect the 

unmerited mercy that God would give to him. Before a 

sinner can expect forgiveness of his sins from God, he has 

to acknowledge his sins and his helplessness.  

 

Until a sick person realizes that he is sick, he may be 

thinking that he does not need the service of a physician 

or any medication. But when he realizes that he is getting 

to the end of his life if nothing is done to his sickness, he 

will run to physician or have an ambulance called in. But 

funny enough, in His infinite mercy, God is the One 

reminding the sinners who are in need of His mercy 

through the gospel of Jesus Christ so that He can extend 

His mercy towards them. He is using His various servants 

to reach out to them with the messages of the gospel.   

 

Perhaps you are still operating on the back of your high 

pride-filled horse. Christ is beckoning to you, telling you 

that it is time to come down in humility and seek the face 

of God in repentance. The truth is that every man on the 

surface of the earth is still a work-in-progress in the hand 

of the Living God. He is the Potter and you are the clay. 

He can mold you and shape your life to His desired 

masterpiece if you permit Him to intervene in your life. 

Rather than appealing to you, I will reiterate what Jesus 

said in the parable. Everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.  I 

am sure that you will love to be exalted. Therefore make 

the right choice of humility before God in order to carve a 

place for yourself in bosom of Abraham. 
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PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL 

 

Scripture Reading:  
 

Then one from the crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell 
my brother to divide the inheritance with me." But He 
said to him, "Man, who made Me a judge or an 
arbitrator over you?" And He said to them, "Take 
heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does 
not consist in the abundance of the things he 
possesses." Then He spoke a parable to them, 
saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded 
plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, 
'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my 
crops?' So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my 
barns and build greater, and there I will store all my 
crops and my goods. And I will say to my soul, "Soul, 
you have many goods laid up for many years; take 
your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."' But God said to 
him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of 
you; then whose will those things be which you have 
provided?' So is he who lays up treasure for himself, 
and is not rich toward God." (Luke 12:13-21) 

 

Humility will lead you to see yourself in the 

mirror of God in the wealth of His wisdom 

and a new heart will effect a new change 

in you. 

 
O Lord, I humble myself before your Throne 
realizing that You are my Creator, visit me in your 
mercy and heal my sin-sick soul, let me find the 
desire peace in your justification, in Jesus name.  

Think and Pray ….. 
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Different people are faced with different problems. The 

primary goal of Jesus Christ was the salvation of man. 

The interest of the majority of His audience at this time 

varied from one person to the other. Some were interested 

in the kingdom issues and how to partake in it. Some were 

preoccupied with different issues. The evidence of this 

truth was the desire of the man that asked Jesus Christ to 

instruct his brother to share inheritance with him.  Jesus 

answered him with a baffling question, “Who made Me a 

judge or an arbitrator over you?” We may be wondering 

and asking, “How can Jesus Christ that we all know as the 

Righteous Judge say He was not a judge?” “To every 

thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 

the heaven.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1) When Jesus Christ was 

with us as Son of Man, He was on a mission of mercy to 

deliver mankind from the clutches of Satan. He did not 

come for petty things like the issues of wealth and other 

secular concerns of mankind. He came to meet the 

spiritual needs of mankind, to heal our infirmities, to open 

our spiritual eyes and to inculcate in man the ways of 

heaven so that we can become transformed in to righteous 

and acceptable people worthy of God’s kingdom. It was 

very clear in the soul searching question of Jesus Christ 

that His interest and His focus are completely different 

from that of man. And this is in line with the scripture that 

says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are 

your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens 

are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 

55:8-9)  
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Our Lord Jesus Christ knew that materialism is a 

perennial concern of mankind. Our thought is always in 

line of the amount of wealth we have acquired, the 

amount of money we have in the bank, our personal 

achievements and the position we have occupied in the 

society. He spoke unequivocally against the narrow-

mindedness of man regarding the way we pay too much 

attention to wealth and worldly materials. He said that, 

“the life of man does not consist in the abundance of the 

things he possesses,” – meaning that the earthly 

possessions do not determine the spiritual acceptability of 

man before God. If a man is abundantly blessed 

materially, the thoughts of his excessive wealth will often 

occupy his mind. He will be thinking about how wealthy 

he has become, how much wealthier he can be if he 

reshuffles his available options to maximize his profits. 

He will be thinking about how he will spend his fortune 

and the life of luxury he will be living. No wonder the 

Psalmist said, “If riches increase, set not your heart upon 

them.” (Psalm 62:10b) If on the other hand, a man is 

poor, he will be brooding about his poverty – how he can 

leave the region of not enough for a region of more than 

enough. Perhaps he may be engrossed by the thought of 

the latest car in town currently and the beautiful houses 

around him. It may even be a simple thought of struggling 

to meet the needs of his family that will occupy his mind. 

He may be filled with a common question, “Why is it that 

every good achievement in life seems to be elusive to 

him?” No wonder the scripture says in Proverbs 29:8b-9, 

“Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my 

daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown 

you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may become poor 
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and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.” There is 

nothing wrong with having a deep thought or attempting 

to improve ones self as long as you place God above all 

other things in your life. Nothing is wrong with working 

hard as long as Godliness is incorporated in your 

endeavors.  

 

The passion for wealth in the heart of mankind gave birth 

to the parable of the rich fool. The common phrases 

among the wealthy people are: “I am a self made man ... I 

am a hard-working person ... I deserve the high echelon 

that I am now occupying … I earned it, and so on.” There 

is nothing wrong in working so hard, in fact it is one of 

the cardinal principles of Christian life. Every 

hardworking person deserves his achievements. The 

achievement of the rich man was not his problem. The 

problem was neither the proposed plans on how to store 

the abundance of his wealth. The problem that derailed 

him was the way he celebrated his increase. He said, “I 

will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up 

for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be 

merry.” He was addressing his own soul as if he owned it. 

He projected many years of enjoyment of his abundance 

into the future that lies in God’s hands. Yet he did not 

reckon with the Giver of the blessing nor did he 

acknowledge God that holds his tomorrow. For this 

reason, he was described as a foolish rich man.  

 

I put it to you brethren, How do you celebrate your 

opulence? How do you mourn your poverty? When you 

hit your American dream and buy the ultra-modern town-

car or when you close a deal on one of the best houses in 
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your community, do you remember God Almighty who 

gave you the dream and made it come true? A person 

made a lot of money in the stock market one day, he was 

so boastful of the profit, he said, “This is my America 

dream!” Few months later when he lost all the stocks in 

his margin account and his American dream unfortunately 

turned to America nightmare. Instantaneously he 

remembered God and he began to read the book of Job. 

At the peak of your break-through in academic 

achievement or any endeavor in life, do you attribute your 

success to your brilliancy or ability? Do not be like my 

foolish friend. There are many that are more brilliant than 

you but did not live to receive the accolade of their 

achievements. There are other more brilliant people that 

are now in psychiatric hospital because of mental 

problems. You can now understand the goodness of God 

in your life. You cannot afford to celebrate as an achiever 

without incorporating God, in your celebration. “But thou 

shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth 

thee power to get wealth,” (Deuteronomy 8:18) Praise 

Him because He led you in your break-through. You 

cannot afford to only enjoy those fruits of your labor 

without recognizing the Mighty God who gave increase to 

your endeavors. It is morally and spiritually wrong if you 

do this. And it is spiritually perilous because at any point 

in time, the owner of your soul may demand for it. 

 

How do you manage your defeats and failures? 

Celebration is the opposite of mourning. If you do not 

recognize God in your abundance and praise Him because 

all the blessings come from Him, certainly you will be so 

devastated by your misfortunes. The Shunammite woman 



Humility 

- 141 - 

 

knew better because she placed God in the center of her 

life. She perfectly understood that God was the source of 

her blessing. Even when the only child she had died, she 

was sad but she returned to the Source. Seeing her 

countenance and actions, everybody that inquired of her 

well-being and her response was always, “It is well.” (II 

Kings 4:18-37) In analyzing her response, it means—God 

is in control. It means, ‘God gave the child, only God can 

take him.’ It means, ‘I totally resign to God Almighty, the 

author and finisher of my faith.’  

 

These two scenarios of life are real in the life of mankind. 

There will certainly be moments of celebration and 

mourning. The two scenarios are meant to point us to our 

Creator, to praise Him when the going is good and also to 

praise Him and boldly ascertain in godly reassurance that 

He is in control when the stormy weather of life seems to 

be rough. You will experience peace in the storm of your 

life. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you celebrate your blessing? 

How do you mourn your misfortunes? 

Praises unto the Lord will put God in the 

center of your life because all blessings 

came from Him, and the glory must be 

returned to Him. 

 
O Lord, I wholeheartedly thank you my King, 
because you are in the center of my life. Let me 
always recognize you in my opulence and also 
appreciate you in my wants, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLE OF THE AMBITIOUS GUEST 

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

So He told a parable to those who were invited, 
when He noted how they chose the best places, 
saying to them: “When you are invited by anyone to 
a wedding feast, do not sit down in the best place, 
lest one more honorable than you be invited by him; 
and he who invited you and him come and say to 
you, ‘Give place to this man,’ and then you begin 
with shame to take the lowest place. But when you 
are invited, go and sit down in the lowest place, so 
that when he who invited you comes he may say to 
you, ‘Friend, go up higher.’ Then you will have glory 
in the presence of those who sit at the table with 
you. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 
14:7-11) 
 

The feast is ready. The tables are prepared. There are high 

tables for the dignitaries and important personalities.  

There are also tables for lower cadre personalities. The 

invitees keep trickling in. Some came by their personal 

oxen the version of our personal cars today. Some came 

by a well decorated cart driven by horses the version of 

today’s limousine. And yet others walked in to the 

banquet in their rich apparel of linen and royal robes. 

Some of them are great men and women while some are 

just commoners. Everyone was welcome even the 

commoners. While it is right to get to the wedding feast 

on time but being first was not criteria or reason for 

choosing the best seat. It was not the high quality of 

apparel worn by the invitees that determined the seat 
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occupied. Jesus Christ and the disciples arrived at the 

banquet right on time. They took their seats at the 

appropriate places– probably at seats of lower cadre and 

patiently waited for the host to lead them to the deserving 

high table.  

 

Meanwhile, Jesus Christ keenly observed the Pharisees 

that came to the banquet. They all went straight to the 

high table prepared for the highly favored guests. Perhaps 

the undue ambitious attitude and behavior of some of the 

invitees and the way the host humiliated them triggered 

off this parable. The host must have spoken softly to the 

ears of the occupants of the high table, “Friends I 

appreciate that you honor my invitation but kindly move 

to the seats beyond because the high seats you occupy are 

reserved for special delegates.” Reluctantly, and in shame 

the friends that lacked social etiquette were relegated to 

the lower seats. 

    

Perhaps you are wondering the moral justification that 

brought about this parable from Jesus Christ. Typical of 

His human nature, Jesus Christ would not speak or say 

anything He could not do. As Creator, He followed His 

own principles by becoming a lower creature.  He took 

the form of man in order to reach out to humanity. He 

chose this course of action to show us that He understands 

our problems.  He wants to relate with us in our low estate 

so that, with patience and perseverance in love and mercy 

He would be able to inculcate the way of Heaven into our 

earthly nature. Because of this glorious mission of mercy, 

He set aside His glory in Heaven so that He could reach 
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out to man who is wallowing in his sin and desperately in 

need of a redeemer.    

 

Perhaps you are wondering, “Who are the invited guests 

this parable addresses and what occasion are they invited 

to?” The Pharisees that this parable seems to be 

addressing have one thing in common with Christians of 

today. They were not spiritually ignorant people. The 

audiences of this parable were the people that are well 

versed in the wisdom of the word. People who professed 

to know the Savior King. They are blood bought children, 

citizens of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. They are the 

Christian leaders in various Churches, Christian 

organization and ministries. They are the potential leaders 

of tomorrow who will become the watchmen of God and 

His voice unto the entire world. They are people that are 

just growing up and Godly leaders yet unborn. These are 

the people that this parable addresses.  

 

Jesus Christ had beheld a certain characteristic among 

the Christian leadership that depicted a lack of spiritual 

etiquette. Christ raised the leaders for the kingdom of 

God and some of them started running the race of this 

world because of inordinate ambition. Pride had robed 

many Christian leaders and prepared them for 

destruction but they could not even discern this costly 

spiritual error. Some put the cart before the horse by 

swiftly jumping into a position of Christian leadership 

without adequate spiritual discipline in accordance to the 

word of God and without seeking for divine direction in 

administration of truth. To some, seeking the face of 

Almighty God for divine approval became old fashion 
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and unpopular. Some on the other hand love Christian 

titles without commensurate leadership disciplines. 

Some abandoned their God given callings simply 

because it does not give them the prestige and honor they 

want from people. They fail to realize that they are 

unique pieces of spiritual stones that the Lord 

specifically shaped and fashioned to fit in perfectly into 

the building block of Christ’s body. Some have carved 

exclusive classes for themselves that deny and frustrate 

the growth of the rising generation. The Heavenly 

Father, the host Who invited everyone of us to the great 

banquet, may not necessarily whisper to their ears to get 

out of the high seat they have usurped.  However, when 

they begin to encounter failures and defeats in their 

missions, it is an indication that they need to live in the 

spiritual etiquette of humility in the vineyard of God. 

 
Marshall McLuhan (1911–80), a Canadian 

communications theorist, said in The Mechanical 

Bride, “Emily Post” of 1951, “A commercial 

society whose members are essentially ascetic and 

indifferent in social ritual has to be provided with 

blueprints and specifications for evoking the right 

tone for every occasion.”  

 

The blueprints of the code of conduct of the invitees to 

the kingdom of God today should be humility. It is 

difficult to understand someone who professes to be a 

Christian and yet does not possess any element of 

humility. To this end we may be tempted to ask, “What 

is humility?   
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Thomas à Kempis (1380-1471) a German monk defined 
humility in The Imitation of Christ pt. 3 ch. 25 (1471) as 
a study to do another’s will rather than thine own. Choose 
ever to have less rather than more. Seek ever the lower 
place and to be subject to all; ever wish and pray that the 
will of God may be perfectly done in thee and in all. 
Behold such a man enters the bounds of peace and calm. 
Also in the speech of a French author, Colette (1873-
1954) on his election to the Belgian Academy, he said, 
“Humility has its origin in an awareness of unworthiness, 
and sometimes too in a dazzled awareness of 
saintliness.”  Earthly Paradise, pt. 4, “Lady of Letters,” 
ed. by Robert Phelps, (1966)  

 

Until we realize our unworthiness, we may not really see 

the need to ask God that His will may be perfectly done 

in our lives. One of the true cardinal principles of 

discipleship is humility. It was the last lesson Jesus 

Christ gave to the disciples before He was arrested. He 

taught them this act of leadership by example. In every 

step of His leadership, Jesus Christ lived according to 

every principle he taught the disciples.   

 

After that he poureth water into a bason, and began 
to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the 
towel wherewith he was girded. Then cometh he to 
Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost 
thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto 
him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt 
know hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt 
never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash 
thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my 
hands and my head. Jesus saith to him, He that is 
washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is 
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clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. For he 
knew who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye 
are not all clean. So after he had washed their feet, 
and had taken his garments, and was set down again, 
he said unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 
Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I 
am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I 
have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. John 13:5-17 

 

This event took place during the last Passover meal He 

had with the disciples. The timing and occasion of this 

event was unique. At this time, some of the disciples were 

still eating and perhaps some were still licking their 

fingers. Jesus Christ got up from the Passover meal, 

girded himself with a towel, stooped down and began to 

wash the feet of the disciples. The legs are one of the 

hardest working parts of human body because it bears the 

whole weight of the body. It is always in contact with the 

dirty things on the ground anytime we are walking. The 

hands of the Master that shaped the sun, moon and stars 

into their existence washed the dirty dust off the feet of 

the disciples. If you had experienced what it was to have 

another person wash your feet you will appreciate how 

soothing it is. In the worldly perspective of Peter, this act 

was improper because he thought that it should be other 

way round; the disciple was supposed to wash the feet of 

the Master. And it was why he said to Jesus Christ, “You 

shall never wash my feet.” But the perspective of humility 

and leadership by example of Jesus Christ was different. 

He bluntly told Peter, “Unless I wash you, you have no 

part with me.” Diligently, the Master ministered to the 
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disciples one-by-one and toweled their feet with the towel 

girded round His waist.  He washed the feet of Judas 

Iscarot too! The leaders of this world sit and design their 

leadership to make servants out of those below them. 

Contrary to this, spiritual leadership is designed to make 

the leaders serve the subjects. Jesus Christ asked the 

disciples, “Do you know what I have done to you? You 

called me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord.’ Now that I, your Lord 

and Teacher have washed your feet, you also should wash 

one another’s feet.” The spiritual leaders should not only 

care for the spiritual needs of their subjects but should 

also stoop down low in humility and in righteousness to 

minister comfort and care to their physical and spiritual 

needs. Remember that you are saved to serve! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

No one is humble. The instinct of pride is 

in everyone. You have to step off your 

high-horse so that God may lift you up to 

His high office. 

 
O Lord my God, humility is the spiritual garment 
of honor for the servant of the Most High. Bestow 
your mercy upon me Merciful God and endow me 
with the spirit of humility in the course of my 
services to humanity on earth, in Jesus name. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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                     CHAPTER 

Appreciation leads 

to Full Restoration 
 

 

PARABLE OF TWO DEBTORS  

 

Scripture Reading:  

 

And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I 
have something to say to you.” So he said, 
“Teacher, say it.” “There was a certain creditor who 
had two debtors. One owed five hundred dinarii, 
and the other fifty. And when they had nothing with 
which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell 
Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 
Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one 
whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, “You 
have rightly judged.” Then He turned to the woman 
and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house; you gave Me no water for My 
feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and 
wiped them with the hair of her head. You gave me 
no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My 
feet since the time I came in. You did not anoint My 
head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet 
with fragrant oil. Therefore I say to you, her sins, 
which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. 
But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little. 
(Luke 7:40-50) 

 

The Parable of Two Debtors draws from the history of 

Mosaic Law of Release. Even when Jesus Christ was 

7 
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sharing the parable with the gathering, he was discussing 

with understanding the essence of this Mosaic Law with 

the Israelites. In the Law of Moses, it is stated that, “At 

the end of every seven years you shall grant a release of 

debts. And this is the form of the release: Every creditor 

who has lent anything to his neighbor shall release it; he 

shall not require it of his neighbor or his brother, because 

it is called the Lord’s release.” (Deuteronomy 15:1-2) 

From time immemorial, hardship has been in existence. 

But God had provided a solution to such a situation in 

order that the debtor may have an unmerited relief. In the 

law, God had provided a common ground where creditors 

and debtors can dwell together and it is under the 

provision of mercy of God.  

 

The two metaphorical debtors in this parable were sinners 

that were over-burdened with their load of sins. The 

monetary unit (denarius) was used to quantify the 

“amount” of their sin so that Simon can easily manage the 

parable and understand its precepts. The word ‘debtor’ 

expresses the former indebtedness of a sinner before 

salvation. It also speaks volumes about the similarity of 

sinners in God’s perspective. Whether a sinner was saved 

thousands of years ago and later became a minister of 

God and another saved yesterday, in the presence of God 

they are both sinners delivered by the blood of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Before a creditor can cancel the debts of a debtor, there is 

a clear indication that the creditor possessed more than 

enough so that when he release his neighbor of his debts 

he will be able to move on comfortably with his business. 
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You will notice that in this case, Jesus Christ, the Creditor 

possessed a divine ability to cancel the enormous sinful 

debt of all mankind. Man are the precious people created 

in the image of God but their sin-stained souls made them 

helpless sinners. They were burdened with their load sins 

and on the verge of perishing when the mighty hand of 

deliverance of our Lord Jesus Christ came to their rescue. 

The Lord Jesus considers it fit that some burdens be lifted 

and gives those who were burdened a big sigh of relief. 

He faithfully completed His mission of mercy with His 

blood on the Cross.  

 

To whom much is given much is required. To whom 

much burden of debt is forgiven much appreciation is 

exhibited. More joy is exuded, and more praises are 

rendered. Jesus Christ did not disclose what type of 

deliverance He gave the woman, but He recognized her 

enormous appreciation that money cannot measure. The 

individual appreciative heart determines the measure of 

debt of sin that was lifted off. The woman, one of the two 

debtors in the parable recognized and appreciated the 

enormous miracle of her deliverance. She, therefore, 

broke the wall of flesh, not minding what people will say, 

to reach to her deliverer with her worship. The unit cost of 

the alabaster jar of perfume she poured on Jesus Christ’s 

feet was more than a year’s wages.  But who can quantify 

her spirit fully surrendered in worship of her Creator? She 

stooped lowly before Jesus Christ to wet His feet with her 

tears of joy and wiped His feet with her hair. At the same 

time she kissed His dusty feet that had traveled 

considerable number of miles in the desert when He was 

doing good to all and sundry. This was indicative that 
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nothing was too precious for her to be withheld from the 

Loving God. And lastly she anointed His feet with the 

costly perfume. Is there any better way to describe that 

she surrendered all? She put her honor, her love and her 

substances on the line so that she could worship her 

Creator and her Deliverer. 

 

The Pharisee said within himself, perhaps with his clench 

teeth, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is 

touching him and what kind of woman she is – that she is 

a sinner.”  

 

Jesus Christ was astonished with the appreciation of the 

woman. Although He is a King, he possessed a big heart. 

There is a room in the heart of our God for the poor and 

the rejected. Specifically, He reserved a portion of His 

love for accommodating the poor sinner that the 

unreceptive Pharisees treated like a leper. Jesus Christ 

responded to the insensitivity of the Pharisee with this 

parable, before He began to analyze the sincere love that 

the woman had expressed. He asked Simon his host, “Do 

you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not 

give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with 

her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give 

me a kiss, but this woman, for the time I entered, has not 

stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, 

but she has poured perfume on my feet.” (Luke 7:44-46) 

“She did what she could do. She poured perfume on my 

body before hand to prepare for my burial. I tell you the 

truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the 

world, what she has done will be told, in memory of her.” 

(Mark 14:8-9) He turned to the woman, “Your sins are 
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forgiven.” Her awesome appreciation for the Lord’s love 

paid off. It attracted her full restoration.  

 

The Pharisee who abhorred the woman and treated her 

like a leper was the other debtor that received a relief of 

the debt of his sin but only appreciated a little. That was 

why he could not demonstrate his affection to God by 

accommodating others in love of God and deliver them 

from their destructions. He saw the woman as a terrible 

sinner that should be alienated; having forgotten that he 

was formerly a sinner like her. We wonder and ask 

ourselves, “What creates this class difference between 

them?”  It is the evil of abhorrent tendencies of man 

towards man that created a class difference between the 

two previous sinners. Even in our time, some pastors 

appreciate little like the Pharisees. Otherwise there is no 

other justifiable reason why the pastors should seat tight 

in the pulpit to preach to the saved without introducing a 

laudable program of evangelism in the church to reach out 

to the lost souls. Glory be to God for the sheep that are in 

safe hands of the shepherd, but what of the lost sheep in 

the field? Christ also died for the prostitutes as well as the 

murderers. God, in His love, intends to lift the sinners out 

of their miry clay. God is really interested about their 

lives. Love can make difference in the lives sinners. The 

love you demonstrate in bringing the good news to them 

is an affection exhibited towards God. It is only the 

appreciation of your own salvation that can prompt you to 

seek for the lost. It is interesting to point out that most of 

the miracles that happened in the ministry of Jesus Christ 

and His apostles happened in the field of evangelism in 

their numerous efforts to reach out to the lost. I can assure 
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you that God will appreciate your effort and prove 

Himself in your ministry if you can reach out to 

accommodate sinner with the love of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to know the cost of your 

redemption, measure the love of God for 

you. Add the value of His mercy. Add the 

cost of the blood he shed for your 

salvation. If you cannot measure all these, 

then relish your salvation with sincere 

praises and worship unto God for ever. 

 
O Lord Almighty, What shall I render for your 
loving kindness? Lord, let the way I relate to 
others in your loving-kindness be an expression of 
my appreciation for my salvation, in Jesus name, 
Amen. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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                     CHAPTER 

Who is Your Neighbor? 
 

 

PARABLE OF A GOOD SAMARITAN  

 

Scripture Reading 

 

And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested 
Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?" He said to him, "What is written in the 
law? What is your reading of it?" So he answered and 
said, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and 
with all your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.' " 
And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do 
this and you will live." But he, wanting to justify 
himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 
Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded 
him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by 
chance a certain priest came down that road. And 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 
Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came 
and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a 
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he 
was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So 
he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 
on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the 
next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, 
gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take 
care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I 

8 
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come again, I will repay you.' So which of these three 
do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the 
thieves?" And he said, "He who showed mercy on 
him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise." 
(Luke 10:25-37) 

 

Jesus Christ was trying to point out in this parable that we 

have a responsibility of loving kindness towards each 

other regardless of the race, country of origin or familial 

relation.  What determines your responsibility towards 

others is the ‘agape love’ which is the unconditional love 

from God.  You are, by the divine design of God, children 

of the same Father God who created man in His own 

image. We should not wait till someone is down 

helplessly before we realize that we owe that individual 

our God-given loving kindness. Some are always of the 

mind that their responsibility is limited to their own 

household and the people that they know. They should 

begin to reconsider their stand after a serious 

consideration of this parable. The wisdom in this parable 

has widened the scope of our responsibility towards other 

people.  

 

In this parable a wounded Israelite was in agony alone on 

a lonely and dangerous road. The first person who came 

upon him was a priest, but the priest rushed past the 

Israelite without offering any help, leaving the man in 

agony. By biological relationship, the Israelite was 

related, one way or the other to the priest. Perhaps they 

were cousins or distant cousin but he did not do anything 

to help the poor man. No one knew why this priest would 

not help. The priest might not necessarily be an evil 
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person. He might be of the opinion that he may be 

attacked by the same robbers that attacked the Israelite. 

He certainly was not ignorant of the law of God 

concerning compassion and love, yet he did not offer 

help. Perhaps he preoccupied his mind with the law of the 

temple that says, “If you are going to minister in the 

temple of God, you should not touch blood, so that you 

will not be defiled.” The priest was not ignorant of the 

need for compassion toward the wounded man, but the 

priest walked on, leaving the wounded man in agony.  

There is nothing wrong in strictly observing the 

ordinances of God, but in obedience to the law of God 

merciful extension of the love God must be incorporated 

in our relationship with man. Our love for God is 

demonstrated in the loving-kindness we show to mankind.  

“If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he 

is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he 

has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

And this commandment we have from Him: that he who 

loves God must love his brother also.” (I John 4:20-21) 

God mindedness without loving-kindness is much worse 

than worldliness. Perhaps the priest kept the law of God 

regarding the office of the priest but did not demonstrate 

love of God towards the wounded man.   

 

The Levite, another Israelite came along the same road. 

He took a good look at his fellow Israelite and saw that he 

was wounded, but he would not lend a helping hand. Just 

like the Priest, the Levites were one of the two tribes in 

Israel that God ordained to serve at the temple of the Lord 
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in various capacities, yet he did not demonstrate the love 

of God towards his fellow kinsman. 

 

Finally, a Samaritan came upon the wounded Israelite. Do 

you remember that at the Jacob’s Well where Jesus Christ 

sat down, the woman of Samaria told Him, “How is that 

You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan 

woman? For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.” 

(John 4:9) Regardless of the fact that the Israelites and the 

Samaritans were not on good terms with each other, 

perhaps due to tribal problems, this Good Samaritan put 

aside the differences and showed compassion to his 

neighbor. Although the Samaritan might not have been 

conversant in the law of holiness of the temple like the 

priest and the Levite, he understood the law of loving 

kindness. He applied this law to lift the wounded man 

from his helpless situation. The Bible says the Samaritan 

“had compassion on him.” The Samaritan did not 

consider that he was helping an unknown stranger but 

rather he was extending necessary helping hands to his 

“neighbor” according to the revelation of the word of 

God.  

 

An extended analysis of the kindness of the Samaritan 

indicated that he got down off his donkey and tended to 

the Israelite’s wound— meaning that he risked his own 

life amidst the dangerous environment to render 

assistance because the thieves that attacked the Israelite 

could also possibly attack the Samaritan.  He poured oil 

and wine on the wound of the man, and bound his 

wounds—meaning that out of his own resources he took 
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time to render emergency medical services. Then the 

Good Samaritan set the wounded Israelite on the donkey 

and brought him to an inn, where he could extend his 

tender loving care for him. Perhaps he seated the 

wounded man on donkey—meaning that he held the 

wobbling wounded man on the donkey while he was 

walking along by the side of the donkey. He set aside his 

own program in order to attend to priority of caring for 

the needy.  He spent the night taking care of him. 

 

Offering help to others is not always easy. In fact, it is a 

sacrifice. It may cost us time or money. It may cause us 

pain. However, there are spiritual consequential blessings 

attached to this sacrifice.  Any time we extend our hands 

to uplift another, our hands become an extension of the 

God’s hands. You do not need to have a million dollars 

before you give out; all you need is a heart of compassion, 

the heart of love and willingness to do it for the glory of 

God. The moment you begin to render assistance to a 

helpless person, you enroll yourself as an employee in the 

service of Almighty God.  You are doing what the all-

compassionate Jesus Christ would have done to help the 

needy person. When you set aside your own program to 

attend to another person on a compassionate ground, God 

Almighty will detail the heavenly hosts to attend to your 

own programs. When a helping virtue flows from you to 

another, heavenly helping virtue will flow in to you to 

replenish what you have given out. Beside this, you 

invested in righteousness not only for yourself but also for 

your generation as an inheritance. It is always worth it to 

be there for your neighbor. Whatever help you render, 
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whatever it cost you, whatever form of sacrifice you give, 

there is no way you can out-give God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God mindedness without loving-kindness 

is much worse than worldliness. Let your 

characters reflect the beauty of Jesus 

Christ so that you can be identified with 

the Son of God. 

 
O Lord, I know that I have responsibility of 
loving-kindness towards my neighbor, Merciful 
Father, grant me a bold spirit and a resolute 
mind to cross the border of limitations to 
demonstrate the love of God towards my 
neighbor, in Jesus name, Amen 

Think and Pray ….. 
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                     CHAPTER 

Imminent Return 

of the King 
 
 

PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS 

 
Scripture Reading 
 

"Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten 
virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet 
the bridegroom. Now five of them were wise, and five 
were foolish. Those who were foolish took their 
lamps and took no oil with them, but the wise took oil 
in their vessels with their lamps. But while the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and 
slept. And at midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the 
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!' Then all 
those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. And the 
foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for 
our lamps are going out.' But the wise answered, 
saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us 
and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for 
yourselves.' And while they went to buy, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in 
with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 
Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, 
Lord, open to us!' But he answered and said, 
'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.' Watch 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour 
in which the Son of Man is coming. (Matthew 25:1-13) 

 

Endeavor to remember the last time you were expecting 

an important visitor. You might remember the 

preparations you made to receive the visitor. Maybe you 

did some meticulous cleaning of every nook and cranny 

9 
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of your house, a little rearrangement of the furniture and 

wardrobe. Think of all the curtain changing, trash removal 

and not to mention the way you ensure that the bathroom 

squeaky-clean. The kitchen can’t be left out and the living 

room floor must clean enough to shine. You prepared 

assorted food and desserts.  The beverages are cooling off 

in the refrigerator. You put on your best clothing, your 

best smile and wait for the doorbell to ring. You have 

done all these marvelous things to prove a point that you 

are ready to receive the important visitor. 

 

In this parable, Jesus compared the kingdom of God with 

ten virgins waiting to meet the bridegroom. All the virgins 

had a single mission but they had different approaches 

and goals. Their approaches and goals defined the success 

or failure of their mission. The virgins were classified into 

two groups—the wise five virgins and the foolish five 

virgins. At this point, an understanding needed to be 

sought for the meaning of the key words in this parable. 

First of all, the virgins are the believers. Secondly, 

bridegroom is our Lord Jesus Christ, the Righteous Judge 

who will come back to take His elects to the place he had 

prepared for them. “Let not your heart be troubled: ye 

believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 

are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 

you. I go to prepare a place for you.” (John 14:1-2) 

Strong preparation and determination defined the wise 

virgins. Wisdom in the scriptural context is not about 

worldly wisdom.  Rather, it is about spiritual prudence 

and faithfully walking with the Lord while we daily 

putting in our best in the vineyard of God.  The Lord 

justifies us each day in faith and in righteousness.  Like 
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prize-winning athletes preparing for races, we must go 

through the routine endurance training, body building and 

proper dieting. Above all, with prepared minds leaving no 

stone unturned.  The focused athletes always keep their 

eyes on the prize.  

 

Unpreparedness and laisser-faire attitudes about their goal 

defined the foolish virgins. Their foolishness has nothing 

to do with worldly wisdom. They may be very wise in 

decision making relating to the worldly affairs but very 

daft concerning spiritual issues. Unlike the wise virgins, 

the foolish virgins did not take their mission serious. They 

were careless in preparation; indiscipline was the bane of 

their failure. They never read the word of God talk less of 

understanding the precepts thereof. When there is lack of 

spiritual knowledge among believers, no one will be able 

to do the will of God. “My people are destroyed for lack 

of knowledge …” (Hosea 4:6) The foolish five virgins did 

not put in any form of spiritual training and perhaps did 

not practice righteousness and holiness at all.  Yet, 

amazingly, they expected themselves to be with the Lord 

at last regardless of their lack of necessary preparations. 

 

The ten virgins heard the same sermons every Sunday, 

they have gone through the same water of baptism. 

Perhaps they were operating under the same pastors in the 

same church. They all have same opportunity to 

participate in the programs of the church. The wise 

virgins observed and obeyed the rules and regulations of 

the church.  They learned very well and acquired the 

necessary skill to excel in their calling. But the foolish 

virgins did not cash in on the opportunity available to 
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them. They were Mr and Miss Do-littles—do-little in the 

church to fit in with God’s people and do-little in the 

world to fit in with the worldly people. They are not 

totally for God and not for the world either; but hang 

somewhere in the middle. Remember the word of God 

said, “I know thy works, that thou are neither cold not 

hot; I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou 

at lukewarm, and neither cold not hot, I will spew out thee 

out of my mouth.” (Revelation 3:15-16)  

 

Two things are common to the virgins—all of them have 

the lamp and oil in their lamps but one thing makes a 

different between the wise and the foolish— not all have 

reserve oil for their lamp. The oil in the lamp of a believer 

produces spiritual illumination but empty lamp without 

oil, no matter how big it is produces spiritual darkness. 

Jesus Christ the Bridegroom is the father of light, “I am 

the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk 

in darkness, but shall have the light of life.” (John 8:12) 

Jesus Christ, the bridegroom needs to behold the spiritual 

light shining in you before admitting you to Himself.  

 

At the dark hour, the wise virgins fall back on the reserve 

oil in their lamp. It was not the scripture in the book that 

was shining in them; it was the scripture in their minds— 

the reserved word of God and their lives that reflected the 

gospel of Jesus Christ—that made the difference at the 

dark hour. The wise virgins were fortunate. They were 

eager to meet the bridegroom and patiently waited for 

him. They easily recognized the groom because they were 

acquainted with Him and knew His ways because they 

were consistent in seeking Him. They patiently counted 
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the cost of their calling and they stopped at nothing to 

obtain their desires. They would not allow anything to 

stand between them and their goal. To them, that goal was 

valuable and precious. They were determined. They 

planned, they executed and they achieved their desired 

goal. They could not afford to let the lamp in their hands 

go out so they came prepared with enough reserve of 

spiritual oil in their lamp and jealously guarded it until the 

bridegroom came. 

 

Unfortunately, at the dark hour the foolish virgins had 

nothing to fall back on. They were foolish in that they 

were not spiritually prudent as was expected of them.  

They did not demonstrate required spiritual 

responsibilities in their calling. Because of these failures, 

their desired result could not be achieved as it contradicts 

the principle of sowing and reaping. They only made 

numbers, which was why they took their calling 

nonchalantly. They lacked focus and their spiritual vision 

became cloudy. They simply could not stand in the gap 

and could not occupy till He came. As a result they 

missed the bridegroom when he came. 

 

Examine yourself today in order to know where you fall 

among these two camps.  By grave or rapture, everyday 

we draw nearer to the time of the bridegroom’s arrival, 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Are you prepared to 

meet Him if He should come today? Have you known and 

recognized Him as your Lord and personal Savior? Do 

you realize and appreciate the love shown by His death on 

the Cross for you? Do you appreciate the precious blood 

that was shed for your salvation? If your candle light is 
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not on the lamp-post where everybody can behold the 

brightness thereof or if you do not lay on the altar before 

Him everything (yourself and your potentialities) to be 

used for His glory as a vessel unto honor, you need to 

take a second look at the Cross and adjust. Do not be like 

the foolish virgins. We must be living everyday of our 

lives in preparation, cleaning the garbage of our hearts, 

rearranging the priorities of our lives to give room for 

Him and let the King have preeminence in all things. We 

should remember to have adequate oil in our lamps by 

enriching ourselves with the wisdom of the word of God. 

It should continue to burn in holiness and righteousness, 

meaning we should live each day in the knowledge God’s 

word. We need to live every day as if there will be no 

tomorrow, faithfully and patiently waiting to excel before 

the bridegroom. Have you ever asked yourself, "Will 

there be a star in my crown?" Think! May God bless you, 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

If the King of glory, Jesus Christ deserved 

to be waited for, patiently wait with all 

your strength and your resources for the 

Heavenly bride. Heaven will be worth the 

waiting. 

 
O Lord, Your triumph return with the archangels 
is imminent, mold me, shape me and prepare me 
my King, to be worthy of your acceptance on the 
glorious day, in Jesus name Amen  

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLE OF THE TALENTS 

 

Scripture Readings:  

 

Now as they heard these things, He spoke another 
parable, because He was near Jerusalem and because 
they thought the kingdom of God would appear 
immediately. Therefore He said: "A certain nobleman 
went into a far country to receive for himself a 
kingdom and to return. So he called ten of his 
servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to 
them, 'Do business till I come.' But his citizens hated 
him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, 'We will 
not have this man to reign over us.' And so it was that 
when he returned, having received the kingdom, he 
then commanded these servants, to whom he had 
given the money, to be called to him, that he might 
know how much every man had gained by trading. 
Then came the first, saying, 'Master, your mina has 
earned ten minas.' And he said to him, 'Well done, 
good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, 
have authority over ten cities.' And the second came, 
saying, 'Master, your mina has earned five minas.' 
Likewise he said to him, 'You also be over five cities.' 
Then another came, saying, 'Master, here is your mina, 
which I have kept put away in a handkerchief. For I 
feared you, because you are an austere man. You 
collect what you did not deposit, and reap what you 
did not sow.' And he said to him, 'Out of your own 
mouth I will judge you, you wicked servant. You knew 
that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not 
deposit and reaping what I did not sow. Why then did 
you not put my money in the bank, that at my coming I 
might have collected it with interest?' And he said to 
those who stood by, 'Take the mina from him, and give 
it to him who has ten minas.' (But they said to him, 
'Master, he has ten minas.') For I say to you, that to 
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everyone who has will be given; and from him who 
does not have, even what he has will be taken away 
from him. But bring here those enemies of mine, who 
did not want me to reign over them, and slay them 
before me.' " (Luke 19:11-27) 
 

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a 
far country, who called his own servants and delivered 
his goods to them. And to one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one, to each according to 
his own ability; and immediately he went on a journey. 
Then he who had received the five talents went and 
traded with them, and made another five talents. And 
likewise he who had received two gained two more 
also. But he who had received one went and dug in the 
ground, and hid his lord's money. After a long time the 
lord of those servants came and settled accounts with 
them. So he who had received five talents came and 
brought five other talents, saying, 'Lord, you delivered 
to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents 
besides them.' His lord said to him, 'Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter 
into the joy of your lord.' He also who had received 
two talents came and said, 'Lord, you delivered to me 
two talents; look, I have gained two more talents 
besides them.' His lord said to him, 'Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter 
into the joy of your lord.' Then he who had received 
the one talent came and said, 'Lord, I knew you to be a 
hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. And I 
was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. 
Look, there you have what is yours.' But his lord 
answered and said to him, 'You wicked and lazy 
servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, 
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and gather where I have not scattered seed. So you 
ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, 
and at my coming I would have received back my own 
with interest. Therefore take the talent from him, and 
give it to him who has ten talents. For to everyone who 
has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; 
but from him who does not have, even what he has 
will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant 
into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.'  (Matthew 25:14-30) 

 

One of the major problems of mankind today is the 

rejection of the divinity of Jesus Christ as the King of 

kings. The rejection of this truth did not begin in our time. 

It started during the mission of our Lord Jesus Christ on 

earth. His own people rejected Him. The leaders of Israel, 

the people of God—“His own citizens,” who have been 

patiently waiting for the appearance of Messiah, hated 

and rejected Jesus Christ the Messiah when He was 

dwelled among them.  We still do the same today even 

now He is among us. 

 

About six hundred years before His birth in Bethlehem, 

Prophet Daniel saw Him in his night visions and he 

revealed thus:  

 

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 
(Daniel 7:9-14) 



The Parables 

- 170 - 

 

 

Seven hundred years before the appearance of the 

Messiah on earth, Prophet Isaiah confirmed His kingdom 

in his prophecy:  

 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The 
Mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 
upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 
(Isaiah 9:6-7) 

 

His own people rejected Him because of their ignorance 

and other ridiculous reasons. One of these was that He 

called Himself “Son of God.” He healed their infirmities 

miraculously which they attributed to the power of 

Beelzebub.  It is not different today; some will not accept 

Jesus Christ as Lord because of their religious reasons. 

Some will not accept Him as the King of kings because 

they are still operating under the Law of Moses. Every 

rejection of mankind about this truth has its own 

rebellious reasons. Their rejection of the truth does not 

affect the fact that has been established in Heaven and 

earth. He is the King anyway, and He rules in the affairs 

of mankind. He is the Lord and the Savior of the world. 

 

Jesus used these two parables to show the proper attitude 

expected of His servants. Since He is the king, He has 

loyal servants. There is no doubt that the servants of God 

are His hope on earth. They are the eyes and voice of God 
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to all humanity. There exists master/servant relationship 

between Jesus Christ and His servants. He assigns duties 

to His servants and the faithful servants respond 

positively to his commandments. The servants are 

responsible for reporting back to the Master about their 

activities. Jesus Christ the Master measures the activities 

of the servants in terms of the gain or loss they have 

made. The resultant growth or decrease due to their 

efforts brings the servants commendations or 

condemnations as the case may be. Although it is true that 

God rules in the affairs of mankind through these 

servants, but the responsible ones are humble and never 

thought that there is no one on earth that can serve the 

Lord better than them. King Jesus has the final say about 

the fate of each servant because He is the judge of the 

entire world.  

  

And which of you, having a servant plowing or 
tending sheep, will say to him when he has come in 
from the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to eat’? 
But will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare something 
for my supper, and gird yourself and serve me till I 
have eaten and drunk, and afterward you will eat and 
drink’? Does he thank that servant because he did 
the things that were commanded him? So likewise 
you, when you have done all those things which you 
are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. 
We have done what was our duty to do.’ (Luke 17:7-10)  

 

Servants should not be engrossed with the pompous 

attitude that they are doing favors for their masters. 

Rather they should see themselves as individuals that are 

fulfilling their expected responsibilities in the vineyard of 

God. The greatest honor a man can receive from God is to 
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be an intermediary for the Most High God, to be accorded 

the grace to serve humanity. 

 

In the parable minas, it was said that, “A certain 

nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a 

kingdom and to return.” In this statement Jesus Christ 

was revealing to mankind in a parable that His death was 

like embarking on a journey to receive glory from the 

Father in Heaven. He assures us that He’s coming back 

with authority and power to rule and judge the kingdom 

of earth.  Before His imminent return, there is an ample 

opportunity for His servants to put all their talents, 

abilities and wisdom to use and hold the fort for their 

Master.  

  

A talent in the context of the parable is a variable unit of 

currency used in ancient Roman Empire. It is worth more 

than one thousand dollars in US currency. The dictionary 

definition of “talent” states that it is a marked innate 

ability or natural endowment. In this parable, Christ uses 

talents to point the Church to the various gifts that God 

gave to mankind.  God gave us all the ability to be 

channels of His Glory.  Talent is not an acquired skill or 

wisdom. Talents of God are quiet gifts that manifest in 

opportunities, wisdom, understanding and unquantifiable 

instinctive abilities. It includes the ability to make wealth, 

to mobilize people for the advancement of honorable 

course of life, to lead people in the path of the kingdom of 

God, to become a co-builder upon what God had perfectly 

created on earth... All these abilities are denoted in 

valuable units of talents or minas in the parable. The 

talent or minas the Master committed into His servants’ 
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hands have another important attribute.  Each one is 

anointed to multiply itself within the time it is put to use. 

Many of the wealthy people of our time have the wrong 

notion that their wealth results from their personal 

abilities. The increase of their wealth came from the fact 

that they put their talents into use within the right time. 

 

One of the most important talents is opportunity. Many 

people are of the opinion that God did not give them 

talents. Contrary to their thought, God gave everyone on 

the surface of the earth a talent. It is your ability to 

manage your talents that determines how many you will 

have.  For example, the servant who had ten talents was 

given one more because he had shown that he could 

manage 10. You may not be extremely wise and perhaps 

you do not have great understanding.  You may not think 

you possess the ability to do great things, but certainly 

you have one powerful talent—opportunity. Opportunity 

is the most underestimated but the greatest of all gift of 

God. The talent of opportunity is the vehicle of all human 

talents.  It is the medium through which man manifests 

his talents for the glory of God. It is also the medium 

through which God judges the usage your talent and 

appraises its worth. The results of applying a talent speak 

for people who put their talents to work through the 

opportunity available to them. Conversely, the wicked 

servant that only reports the reason he did not put his 

precious talent to use invites condemnation and judgment 

of his master. 

 

In this parable, the master did not place much emphasis 

on the gain made on the talents. Rather, his anger was 
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centered against the man with one talent that refused to 

use his own gift. Opportunity presented itself to the 

servant but he never put the talent to use and as a result he 

could not account for a gain or a loss. It is a great 

opportunity that we are able to behold the glory of God 

each day. David was talking of the importance of talent of 

opportunity and he said in his Psalm, “This is the day that 

the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

(Psalm 118:24) It is a great opportunity that we can walk 

around on our own.  When we come across those without 

legs we will appreciate why we should use those legs to 

walk into the environment where God will be glorified. It 

is of the Lord’s kindness and mercy that we are not 

mentally insane. If you have been to a mental home you 

will see the reason you should apply your wisdom to 

glorify God whenever the opportunity avails. We are 

given the opportunity to know the revealed truth of the 

word of God.  Without this knowledge, we cannot operate 

upon the revealed truth to make us free. We are at 

different times and places as opportunity avails so that we 

may operate our talents in touching others and leaving 

behind the trail of God’s excellence. 

 

Some think that we must get to heaven before giving 

account of what we did with our talents. It is not your 

talent that calls you into the service of God.  Instead, it is 

whatever you do with your talent that becomes your 

righteous services towards humanity and therefore, God. 

The way you touch mankind with the beauty of Jesus 

Christ is a return on the gift God has given you. Your 

talent of opportunity accounts for itself before the 

Almighty God when you cash in on it to glorify God.  
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Abraham was sitting by his tent near the Mamre tree at 

the heat of the day, and then he saw three strangers. 

Opportunity presented itself to Abraham to be used for 

the glory of God. It was available for Abraham to extend 

God’s attribute of loving kindness to these apparent 

strangers. Abraham hurried out to invite the strangers in.  

Little did he know that he was inviting divine visitation to 

his home. He lavishly entertained them though he did not 

know that he was rendering an account to the Creator of 

all the talents He had given him. The righteous 

application of the opportunity given to Abraham spoke for 

itself. God did not only give verbal commendation to 

Abraham for the hospitality like the master in the parable. 

The Heavenly God did more: He gave him the heir of the 

promise. He said, “I will surely return to you about this 

time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 

(Genesis 18:10)  

 

In the pathway of your life, when you come across the 

destitute, the orphan or any that you can touch with the 

love of God, apply the underestimated talent of 

opportunity. You never know.  Service to even the least of 

all is a service to Jesus Christ Himself. “Anyone, then, 

who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, 

sins.” (James 4:17) When opportunity prompts you, be an 

ambassador of Jesus Christ to the world. Use the abundant 

resources He has deposited in you to demonstrate His 

loving kindness to others. Heaven will surely return to 

you with blessing when you least expect it. 
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PARABLE OF WICKED TENANTS 

 

Scripture Reading: 

 

"Hear another parable: There was a certain 
landowner who planted a vineyard and set a hedge 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And 
he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far 
country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent 
his servants to the vinedressers, that they might 
receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took his 
servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. 
Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and 
they did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his 
son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But 
when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among 
themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and 
seize his inheritance.' So they took him and cast him 
out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those vinedressers?" They said to Him, "He will 
destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his 
vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him 
the fruits in their seasons." Jesus said to them, 
"Have you never read in the Scriptures: 'The stone 
which the builders rejected Has become the chief 

Talent is time sensitive. Put the invaluable 

gift to use before it expires. 

 
O Lord, I count on your ever faithfulness and 
blessing, let me faithfully put my talents to use for 
your glory, let the law of sowing and reaping 
manifest divine increase in my endeavors, in Jesus 
name, Amen 

Think and Pray ….. 
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cornerstone. This was the Lord's doing, And it is 
marvelous in our eyes'? "Therefore I say to you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a 
nation bearing the fruits of it. And whoever falls on 
this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it 
will grind him to powder." Now when the chief priests 
and Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived 
that He was speaking of them. But when they sought 
to lay hands on Him, they feared the multitudes, 
because they took Him for a prophet. Matthew 21:33-46 

 

Other Scripture Readings: Luke 20:9-19, Mark 12:1-12,  

 

In this parable Jesus Christ summarized the relationship 

that God had with Israelites beginning with Abraham up 

until the time of His mission on earth. In the parable God 

is the landowner. He is the Creator of the whole universe 

that singled Abraham out of the then crooked generations 

and made him to be a model of His expectation in man.  
 

The demands of God from Abraham were: 
 

Get out of your country,           } 
From your family,                      }    
And from your father’s house, } To a land that I will 
show you 

 

And the blessings of God upon Abraham were:  

 
I will make you a great nation 
I will bless you 
And make your name great; 
And you shall be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you, 
And I will curse him who curses you; 
And in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.   (Genesis 12:1-3) 
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He also established a promise of seven blessings to him 

and his seed in order to demonstrate Himself as a loving 

Heavenly Father to all humanity. He intended that this 

relationship might spur those who were outside this 

covenant relationship to jealousy and make them to long 

for a relationship with Him. Abraham did not receive 

revelation from the prophets.  He did not have the 

scripture to guide him and did not have any reference 

upon which he could build his confidence. But, he was 

obedient and faithful to the covenant.  He fulfilled all that 

God demanded of him faithfully. The faithfulness of God 

manifested in this relationship.  God proved Himself 

mightily when the Israelites stood and operated within the 

parameter of obedience and faithfulness to Him. God 

established His covenant with Israel and blessed them.  

He made the twelve tribes of Israel into a nation. The 

Israelites lived from God’s divine provisions.  For forty 

years in the wilderness, God fed them with manna on 

daily basis and no pestilence befell them except for that 

they brought upon themselves as a result of their sin. 

They also witnessed tremendous miracles manifested in 

all aspects of their lives ranging from miracles of 

deliverance to uncountable miracles of battle victories. 

The pure civilians that constituted the Israelites who 

departed from Egypt became mighty warriors that 

defeated and subdued many kingdoms on their way to the 

Promised Land. They became a force to reckon with 

among the nations.  

 

In their lifetime, Moses and his successor, Joshua, 

received direct instructions from God and served 

diligently in God’s vineyard. But before they passed 
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away, they left with the twelve tribes the legacy of 

faithfulness to God. 

 

If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then 
He will turn and do you harm and consume you, 
after He has done you good. And the people said to 
Joshua, “No but we will serve the Lord!” So Joshua 
said to the people, “You are witnesses against 
yourselves that you have chosen the Lord for 
yourselves, to serve Him.” And they said, “We are 
witnesses!” “Now therefore,” he said, “put away the 
foreign gods which are among you, and incline your 
heart to the Lord God of Israel.” And the people 
said to Joshua, “The Lord our God we will serve, 
and His voice we will obey!” So Joshua made a 
covenant with the people that day, and made for 
them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem. 
(Joshua 24:20-25) 

 

The various judges in Israel continued from where they 

left but were not as effective as these two great servants. 

Soon, Israel departed from faith. When Israel departed 

from the truth and followed their own idols, the past great 

deeds of God among His people became like fairy-tales.  

Even in the days of Israel’s kings, their relationship with 

God was not much different. Only a handful of kings in 

Israel lived righteously in the sight of God. God appointed 

several servants as the watchmen over the household of 

Israel. These prophets cried in season and out of season to 

point out the sins of Israelites to them. They were branded 

as prophets of doom. Many of them were imprisoned, 

killed or maimed, especially by Jezebel, the queen of 

Ahab. God did not relent in reminding Israel of her 

responsibilities towards her Creator. He told her to be 
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righteous towards her fellow human beings. He proved 

Himself Almighty against the god of Baal in the kingdom 

of Ahab. Elijah called upon the name of God, and fire 

came from heaven to consume his burnt offering while 

the prophets of Baal called all day for their fake gods who 

never answered. The truth was revealed to the Israelites 

and 450 prophets of Baal were destroyed. Yet these stiff-

necked people would not heed the warning of God until 

the judgment of God descended heavily on them and the 

Israelites were scattered abroad in the land of their 

captivity. Yet, God was a little sanctuary for them there. 

“Thus says the Lord God, “Although I have cast them far 

off among the Gentiles, and although I have scattered 

them among the countries, yet I shall be a little sanctuary 

for them in the countries where they have gone. (Ezekiel 

11:16) God proved this in the way He delivered the 

Israelites through Queen Esther from Haman the Agagites 

who embark on ethnic cleansing of the Jews in the 

Babylonian Empire. (Book of Esther) He also delivered 

Daniel from the lion den, “Then Daniel said to the king, 

“O king, live forever! My God sent His angel and shut the 

lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I 

was found innocent before him; and also, O king, I have 

done no wrong before you.” (Daniel 6:21-22) Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abed-Nego were not left to roast in the 

burning fiery furnace. The present of God manifested to 

turn the fire of enemy to air conditioner. “Then King 

Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and 

spoke, saying to his counselors, “Did we not cast three 

men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and 

said to the king, “True, O King.” “Look!” he answered, 

“I see four men loose, “walking in the midst of the fire; 
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and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the 

Son of God.” (Daniel 3:24-25) 

 

The Lord called Ezekiel son of Buzi to be a watchman of 

the house of Israel. “Son of man, I have made you a 

watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word 

from My mouth, and give them warning from Me.” 

(Ezekiel 3:17) He put His words in the mouth of Jeremiah 

the son of Hilkiah to become a voice of judgment and 

blessing in Israel and said, “Behold, I have put my words 

in your mouth. See, I have this day set you over the 

nations and over the kingdoms, to root out and to pull 

down, to destroy and to throw down, to build and to 

plant.” (Jeremiah 1:9-10) He sent other servants to no 

avail. Finally, He sent His only begotten son, Jesus Christ. 

Instead of receiving Him, they rejected him also. 

 

In the parable we noted that the head of the household, 

God Almighty, sent servants at different intervals to the 

wicked husbandmen, demanding the fruit of the vineyard. 

You may be wondering and asking, “Which fruit is God 

demanding from these wicked vinedressers?” The fruit 

the Heavenly Father is asking from His people is 

righteousness and faithfulness—righteousness in their 

relationship with each other and faithfulness in their 

relationship with God Almighty. These are expected to be 

the outcome of the covenant He made with Abraham and 

his generation. Since the end does not justify the means, 

something must be wrong, somewhere. And perhaps this 

problem inhibited the servants from bringing forth fruit. 

Whatever the servants could not do, His only begotten 

Son, Jesus Christ would fix it. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
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came to the vineyard of God and began with a message of 

warning of the imminent coming of the kingdom of God. 

He taught the people the divine revelation of the wisdom 

of God in His word of comfort. With divine love of God, 

He simplified the law of God that came through the hand 

of Moses and made it attainable through grace that came 

in the package of faith we have in Him. “For by grace 

you have been saved through faith, and that on yourself, it 

is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.” 

(Ephesians 2:8-9) He healed their infirmities and made 

them whole— wholesome in the body and in the spirit, so 

that they can experience the expected fullness of life 

physically and spiritually. 

 

But instead of accepting the truth revealed through God’s 

Son, the Pharisees and the Sadducees – “citadels” of 

spiritual wisdom in Israel at the time—were so hostile to 

the teaching and the words of comfort from Jesus Christ. 

They verbally attacked Him, with their limited wisdom 

they tried to set Him up but they failed. They plotted 

against Him, ganged up and colluded with Judas Iscariot, 

one of His disciples, to kill Him. With the betrayal of 

Judas Iscariot they arrested Him. The unrighteous sons of 

men set up a kangaroo’s court to try and judge the sinless 

and righteous Son of God. The Son of God was rejected 

by His own people. Christ, the Stone the builders rejected, 

went through the ordeal of crucifixion. He bled and died 

on the Cross. But He became the Chief corner stone of 

our salvation after His resurrection, when he triumphed 

victoriously over death. Anyone who does not want to 

perish in hell fire must build around the chief corner 

stone. Christ became a stone of stumbling and a rock of 
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offense to unbelievers. “He will be a sanctuary, but a 

stone of stumbling and a rock of offense to both the 

houses of Israel as a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem [who rejected Him].” (Isaiah 8:14) He is a 

sanctuary for those who accept Him but the enemies who 

reject Him and those who take Him for granted are in 

peril of judgment.  

 

Perhaps you are wondering why it seems that God always 

return to the Israelites regardless of their unhealthy 

relationship with Him. The obedience of Abraham 

established a covenant relationship with God and the 

generation of Abraham became the people of God. The 

model of righteous people established by the covenant of 

God began with Israelites. Whatever was the state Israel’s 

sinfulness, the remnant righteous people of God remained 

the natural branch. A covenant keeping God faithfully 

kept the covenant to save the remnant of the household of 

Israel because the covenant states that through the seed of 

Abraham, the entire nation of the world will be blessed. In 

addition, according to the prophecy, the law of God 

(which is the gospel of Jesus Christ) was to proceed from 

Zion to the whole world. “ . . . The law will go out from 

Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:2-

3)  This was why the message of salvation was first of all 

designed to save the remnant of the household of Israel 

before it goes out to the entire nations of the world.  For I 

am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power 

of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the 

Jew first, and also to the Greek [the Gentile nations]. 

(Romans 1:16)  God has an important reason to visit you 

with the good news of salvation at this moment of your 
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life. Do not reject Him like the wicked husbandmen. 

Make sure that you distance yourself from the wicked 

vinedressers.  Do not be like the religious narrow-minded 

people of our time or like the so called ‘Christians’ who 

only have the form of godliness but deny the power 

thereof.  Do not be like those who would kill the servants 

and the Son of God over and over if given the chance. 

Establish an enduring loving relationship with Jesus 

Christ the Savior. Be wise spiritually and take advantage 

of the opportunity He has made available to you. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When a tenant in a vineyard attempts 

to destroy the owner, he is destroying 

the means of his existence. 

 
O Lord, You are the source of my existence, let 
me bear the expected fruit of salvation and let 
me reverence and love you as my King forever, 
in Jesus name, Amen  

Think and Pray ….. 
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PARABLE OF THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT 

 

Scripture Reading: 

 

Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up 
to seven times?" Jesus said to him, "I do not say to 
you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. 
Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king 
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And 
when he had begun to settle accounts, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. But 
as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that 
he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he 
had, and that payment be made. The servant therefore 
fell down before him, saying, 'Master, have patience 
with me, and I will pay you all.' Then the master of that 
servant was moved with compassion, released him, 
and forgave him the debt. But that servant went out and 
found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took 
him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me what you owe!' So 
his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, 
saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' 
And he would not, but went and threw him into prison 
till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants 
saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and 
came and told their master all that had been done. Then 
his master, after he had called him, said to him, 'You 
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you 
begged me. Should you not also have had compassion 
on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' And 
his master was angry, and delivered him to the 
torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. So 
My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, 
from his heart, does not forgive his brother his 
trespasses." (Matthew 18:21-35) 
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In our environment we always feel that we need the 

service of a counselor when we are facing a difficult 

challenge of betrayal that makes us angry. The Perfect 

Counselor that ever lived, Jesus Christ handled this issue 

in one of the spiritual tutorials He gave to His disciples. 

The question of Peter, one of the apostles of Jesus Christ, 

led to the parable of Unmerciful Servant. (Matthew 18:21-

35) Peter asked, “Lord, How many times shall I forgive 

my brother who offended me before I revenge? Will seven 

times suffice? The question of Peter was very relevant 

because no matter how careful you try to avoid hurting or 

offending others, there are people out there who because 

of their own personal problems lash out to hurt your 

feelings. There are people out there who will like to take 

advantage of your humility to cheat you. There are people 

who out of sheer wickedness will like to hurt you without 

reason. There are others yet, their motive may not 

necessarily to hurt your feelings, but if you get in their 

way, it costs them nothing to walk over you, at your 

detriment, to get whatever they wanted. These types of 

people could easily break a covenant to perpetrate evil. 

They can tell lies against you to achieve their short term 

gains. A husband who is supposed to be the faithful best 

friend of his wife can be overtaken and hurt the poor 

woman and wives are capable of the same to their 

husbands. Children may go out of their ways, due to lack 

of understanding, to misbehave to their parents. Even the 

spirit-filled among the kids may be overtaken by peer 

pressure to hurt or disappoint their parents. Trusted 

friends do at times go after each other’s neck. In speaking 

of offense, no one is perfect but this statement is not to be 
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taken as a license or excuse for hurting other people’s 

feelings. 

 

The normal reaction when anyone hurts our feelings is 

anger. Anger comes in various degrees. If the anger is not 

under control it can develop into an unimaginable evil. 

This was why Jesus Christ responded to the question of 

Peter, “I did not tell you that you can revenge after seven 

times, rather, you have to wait for seventy times seven 

times before reaction of any type.” {Paraphrased for the 

purpose of understanding} This means you should not to 

put law into your own hand and seek revenge. Your 

calmness in embracing the righteousness demanded of 

you as a Christian in the face of anger should not be 

misconstrued to be stupidity nor weakness. The truth is 

that anything negative you do under the influence of 

anger will add more set back to your already wounded 

spirit. This means you have to put your anger under 

control because anything you do under the influence of 

anger will lead you to unwise evil decisions. Immediate 

response to anger may result to a serious violence. The 

gradual calculated scheme of destruction upon others in 

revenge is also evil because it will not exonerate you from 

sin. The perpetual malice towards the person who offends 

you may trigger off the sickness of depression, mental 

torture, etc, in your system. But the truth is that the person 

who offends the other may initially be remorseful of his 

actions but he does not always live with his error for ever. 

He may apologize for his error. Some people may not 

perceive that they have hurt anybody. It is always the 

person who has been hurt who bears the brunt of the 

unfaithfulness or wickedness of the person who hurt him.  
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Whatever may be the horrendous evil committed to 

offend another, it is nothing compared with the evil ways 

we are misbehaving to God Almighty. We often offend 

and deeply hurt our Creator. I will not be surprised if 

someone asks, “What is the relevancy of the kingdom of 

God to the question of Peter, in the parable of Jesus 

Christ?” In answer, the law of the kingdom of God is the 

scale that measures the activities of Christians on earth. In 

the parable, Jesus Christ is the King, and the servant 

represents all the sinners on earth that are weighed down 

with the debt of their sins. The servant approached the 

king and poured out his heart unto the king, stated the 

reason why he had been unable to pay his debts. The king 

was moved with compassion and decided to write off the 

servant’s debt. This scenario is explaining the deplorable 

situation of a sinner. He could not even help himself out 

the burden of sins he had committed. He could not figure 

a way out till the merciful King Jesus showed up and 

forgave him all his sins. “… For unto whomsoever much 

is given, of him shall be much required …” (Luke 12:48) 

Now the same servant, a sinner that received the mercy of 

God, went after someone who owed him a lesser 

figurative amount and was demanding eye for eye with no 

option for mercy. When the king heard about the 

unforgiving behaviors of the servant who just received the 

mercy of king, the king was very angry and immediately 

judged the servant. In as much as God has forgiven us our 

sins, the word of God is in effect, revealing to us that we 

have responsibilities to forgive others. Whatever may be 

the nature of the sin that any man had committed against 

us, it is nothing in comparison with the gravity of sins that 

we have committed against God.  
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The Mosaic Law is built upon the principle of justice 

alone—“And if any mischief follow, then thou shalt give 

life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 

foot for foot, burning for burning, wound for wound, 

stripe for stripe.” (Exodus 21:23-25) But Christianity is 

hinged on four pillars—love, mercy, forbearance, and 

justice. The sum total of these attributes is called 

righteousness. “You have heard that it was said, You shall 

love your neighbors and hate your enemy. But I say to 

you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do 

good to those who hate you, and pray for those who 

spitefully use you and persecute you that you may be sons 

of your father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the 

evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on 

the unjust.” (Matthew 5:43-45) Bearing in mind the 

principle of the Sermon on the Mount, every decision a 

Christian makes must be supported by these four pillars.  

 

Jesus is the King in the Kingdom of God. He specifically 

told the believers to, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

and his righteousness …” (Matthew 6:33) The 

interpretation of this statement is, “Seek first to enter in to 

the kingdom of God through the spiritual opportunity that 

God had made available to you, and also seek first to 

practice the righteous laws of the kingdom. The 

conjunction ‘and’ does not make righteousness an option 

in Christian faith. It is a must! If you are seeking the 

kingdom of God you must also seek the righteousness 

thereof, because the two go hand in hand. You cannot 

fulfill one and discard the other. This obviously is not 

easy. It was not also easy for Jesus Christ to set the 

standard with His blood on the Cross, but He did it 
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anyway. In the excruciating pain of crucifixion He 

pleaded on behalf of the entire world and said, “Father, 

forgive them; for they know not what they do.” (Luke 

23:34) It was not also easy for Stephen to pray for his 

executioners. Perhaps with broken skull, soaked in the 

pool of his own blood and at the point of death, he fell on 

his knees and pleaded with God, crying out in a loud 

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” (Acts 

7:60)  We have a serious challenge in the area of 

forgiveness towards others.  Yielding to the precepts of 

the word of God will help us. 

 

It is often said, “It is easy to forgive but a great task to 

forget.” This is the way some measure the level of the 

excruciating pain they suffered as a result of the offense 

committed against them. I also discovered that it is not the 

offenses of the outsiders that is so painful, it is the error of 

betray or disappointment from the closest person that is so 

excruciating— between husband and wife, between 

parent and their children, between siblings of the same 

parent, between close business partners, etc. What is so 

disappointing is the great expectation we have for them. 

We always expect them to know better than the ridiculous 

way they have behaved. For clearer understanding of the 

word ‘forget’ in this context. Forget is not necessarily 

about losing memory of the ugly event because the level 

of memory retention differs from one person to the other. 

This scriptural understanding of the word is all about stop 

thinking of the event, it is about putting the issue out of 

your mind; it is about disregarding and overlooking the 

thought even if it drops into your mind, and above all it is 

about releasing the offender and treat him as if he had 
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never hurt you. In any way you understand the word 

brethren, you still have reason to forgive and forget all the 

errors of others.   

 

➢ If you do not forgive and forget the errors of 

others, you have sentenced yourself to a perpetual 

mental torture of the offence committed against 

you. You need to know that this is a mental 

sickness that can lead to depression. 

 

➢ The day you open the record of the already 

forgiven sin that someone committed against you, 

you open a fresh wound in the heart of the person 

offended you. By this, you have committed a 

brand new sin of malice against him and you will 

have to ask for forgiveness in the presence of God. 

 

➢ Forgiveness is part of the healing processes of the 

offence committed, but if you do not forget the 

sin, even if it does not reflect in your attitude 

towards the sinner, the wound of the transgression 

will never heal. 

 

➢ If you do not forgive and forget the errors of those 

who hurts you, by the golden rule of God that 

says, “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would 

that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: 

for this is the law and the prophets,” (Matthew 

7:12) “For if you forgive men when they sin 

against you, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their 

sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” 
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(Matthew 6:14-15) You therefore cannot expect 

God to blot out your iniquities when you do not 

blot the iniquities of others against you.  Rather, 

because God cannot do for you what you cannot 

do for others, you will always have your sin. 

 

The scripture does not leave man in darkness about what 

should occupy our thoughts, and it says, “Finally 

brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 

right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – 

think about such things.” (Philippians 4:8) The list of 

wrong doings, errors, offenses and transgressions of 

others against you are not in the scripture passage above.  

Therefore, anything that occupies your mind that cannot 

be found in this Bible passage can chain you down into 

the bondage of sin. Watch out! 

 

The wound of anger begins to heal the 

moment the angry heart lets go. 

 
O Lord, I am redeemed by your blood and my 
numerous sins are forgiven. Merciful Father, in 
accordance to the precepts of your word, give me 
the grace to truly forgive those who had offended 
me, heal my heart as I release them in the honor of 
your word, in Jesus name, Amen. 

Think and Pray ….. 
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on This! Series 6. If 

you would like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ, please pray the prayer in the box below. Please note that 

you are about to make an important decision in your life. Please 

pay attention to details. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know that you are the Son of Living 
God. You died for me on the Cross. I know that I have 
sinned in my thoughts, words and actions. There are so 
many good things I failed to do. There are so many sinful 
things I have done. I confess all my wrongdoings and I am 
truly sorry for my sinful life. I now turn away from 
everything I considered to be sinful. Have mercy upon me, O 
Lord and forgive me all my sins. You gave your life as a 
ransom for my soul; I gratefully give my life to you. I humbly 
invite you to come into my life as my Savior to redeem me, 
and as my Friend to be with me forever. My Lord and my 
King, I will serve you all the remaining years of my life in 
complete obedience to your words, Amen.  

 

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of 

mind, rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you 

now. We also welcome to the fold of believers.” Please, there are 

important things you must know and the steps you have to take. 

The author of this book is a member of Deeper Life Bible 

Church but please get in contact with any Bible Believing 

Living Church near you where you can truly serve the Lord in 

truth and in spirit in order to learn and know more about the love 

of God.  
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