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CHAPTER  

                              Eden Revisited 
 

Massive clay was yielding to the molding and shaping in the 

hand of the Master Builder. The shapeless clay was taking shape 

in the hand of Master designer. The structure of man was a 

masterpiece and was beautifully made.  Unlike other creatures 

that the Lord spoke into existence, the Mighty Shepherd exerted 

intense moment in the creation of man. Perhaps the Creator said 

in His thoughtfulness, “In line with our plan, the Creator said, 

“Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the 

air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man 

in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and 

female created he them.” Genesis 1:26-27) Therefore the mind 

of man needs to be specially created to be able to favorably 

respond to his Creator.  Man should be modeled in the likeness 

of our image—in reasoning, wisdom and understanding. Special 

clay shall be caused to function according to My will in the 

creation of the ‘flock,’ the Creator continued in a deep thought 

during the delicate process of finishing touch upon the lifeless 

body of man. The ear of a man was shaped like an antenna to be 

able to pick the wave of sound and analyze it. He clasped some 

clay in His anointed hands and shaped like a ball and applied it 

on the head of the molded clay. “O yes, a complex network from 

the head must be established to link other parts of the body!” 

“Ah-ha a! An important link must be established in man that will 

connect him to the Creator.  Then Creator breathed into the 

nostrils of the lifeless molded clay of the special flock and a 

1 
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precious piece of the Creator called ‘breath of life’ entered in to 

created image of man. Amazingly, the molded image was 

immediately transformed supernaturally and became a living 

being.   

 

The flock flipped opened his eyes. His body received strength. 

The limbs responded to stimuli. He sat up. He paced up and 

down, then left and right, but could not figure out anything. The 

word ‘where’ has not yet become a language yet; therefore, he 

could not ask, “Where am I?”  He got up from the ground where 

he was formed. Perhaps he staggered a little bit but was 

somehow steady and stabilized. He looked at the palm of his 

hands; he felt his face with the palm of his hands. He looked at 

his body frame, so smooth and beautiful and strong. He bent 

down a little to behold the shapes of his legs that were 

proportionate to his body. He could not imagine how he got 

where he was standing. He was dumbfounded by the beauty of 

his surroundings. Was he afraid? No. Fear does not have any 

definition to him. The man has no understanding of who he was. 

He could see the vegetation, the birds, the animals, the insects, 

and all other creatures that had been co-habited with him in the 

garden. Name was still strange to the flock. It has not entered the 

vocabulary of the flock. He could not call out to any of the 

creatures around. There was nothing like language because 

nobody had taught him. The age range of man when God created 

him was only known to the Creator. Definitely, the flock was not 

a little baby born by a mother because woman had not come into 

existence then. 
 

The first man cannot imagine how he came to existence. He did 

not know why he was where he was. He did not know how he 

got there. He did not know God. He saw someone who always 

visited the Garden to care for him. Certainly, He did not ask for 
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his name because the idea never occurred in his mind. Perhaps 

God was the one who introduce Himself to the first man like He 

always do. “My name is Almighty God.”  “Say after me, ‘God.’” 

Perhaps the first man just looked at Him blankly and had another 

bite on the fruit in his hand with his already stained incisors. 

Perhaps man thought that God want part of the fruit and offered 

one to him with a gesture of his hand. Or perhaps typical of 

human nature, he tried to withdraw from God because he did not 

want to share his food with Him. In any way the man had 

responded did not put off God. With His intense interest and 

love the Mighty Shepherd continued to care for man and nurture 

him. He continued to teach him, conversing with him, and 

fellowshipping with him. The consistent and diligent caring of 

God must attract the attention of the first man. Eventually he 

came to the realization of who God was. Man never asked God 

who He is but in the process of His caring and nurturing, man 

realized that God was as all caring, all loving and a protective 

One. Who knew whether at that very moment, the first man 

could pick one or two vocabulary of God and a partial 

pronunciation of God’s word? May be man began to mimic God 

as typical of an individual that is learning a new language. And 

for the first time, man said to God, pointing to himself the way 

God earlier taught man, “I am Almighty God. And again, 

pointed to God and said, “You are Adam.” I believe that 

whenever God remembered his first conversation between Him 

and Adam He would laugh. Perhaps you remember the funny 

first words of your child. Even if you have forgotten, you 

remember your efforts before those da-da-da baby-talks could 

become daddy. And the ma-ma-ma could become mommy.  
 

God conceived the idea of loving-kindness towards man before 

creating him in His image. God really loves man. God put man 

in a special garden that was filled with all the needs of man. The 
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fullness of the presence of God was with man at the beginning. 

God revealed unto the first man who he was and what he had 

been ordained to be. God was the only good and faithful friend 

that man ever knew. Name giving was the art that the first man 

learnt from God in his walking with Him. God named the first 

man, Adam. God held man in a high esteem. In spite of the 

vulnerability of man, God looked upon him as a creative partner 

in putting a finishing touch upon what He had beautifully 

created. It was not that God was handicapped in completing 

every detail of creation; it was His loving kindness that made 

Him to incorporated man as a helping hand of God to participate 

in the finished work of creation. Take a second look at the sky 

and all the visible heavenly bodies. We can all behold the beauty 

of firmament. The sun provided the bright light during the day; 

the moon and starry host decorated the night sky with twinkling 

lights. The earth needs decoration. There is a need for 

rearrangements of the earthly structures. The dusting and 

polishing of the planet earth is inevitably necessary. In the 

infinite wisdom of God, if man is in charge on earth, he would 

be the best creature to improve upon the earth. God did not build 

our mansions, but He activated His creative ability in man to 

create a beautiful environment for ourselves. It is our 

responsibility to build, shape and decorate our environment to 

our taste. That was why He gave man the responsibility of 

dominion over everything He had created. “And God blessed 

them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the 

fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living 

thing that moveth upon the earth.” (Genesis 1:28)  
 

God began the demonstration of His faithfulness and trust in 

dealing with man by asking man to give name to what He had 

created. One by one, God brought all He had created to Adam to 
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give them a name. There was a relationship between man and 

God right in the center of the Garden of Eden. One was offering 

love and care; the other was graciously living in the love and 

care that was offered. One is offering protection and assurance; 

the other was accepting the divine protection and assurance. The 

First gave graciously and the other was gratefully receiving. The 

giver is the Shepherd, the Almighty God. And the receiver is the 

flock, the first man on earth. The Shepherd gives because He has 

an abundance of provision, and He has a deep and sincere love 

for the flock. The flock received because it was the only 

righteous source he could tap into for his needs.   
 

The ‘Shepherd and the flock’ was one of the oldest relationships. 

It has been in existence from the beginning of creation. It began 

between God and man. It is widely known today as a 

relationship between man and domesticated animals—sheep. 

The relationship could also be expressed in a metaphorical 

relationship that exists between two trusted friends. Shepherd is 

all-in-all. He is wise, strong, sensitive, and caring. He is 

endowed with an unparalleled foresightedness; therefore, he sees 

situation ahead of time and is able to apply necessary control. 

His major duty is to protect his friend that he cherishes so much. 

The only thing that the shepherd demands from his friend is 

trustworthiness. The flock on the other hand is dumb. Being 

dumb here does not connote foolishness or inability to speak. It 

is the disparity of wisdom, power and ability between the 

Shepherd and the flock. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-

9) Although the flock is wise, its wisdom cannot be compared 

with that of the Shepherd. The flock has functioning eyes, but it 

chooses not to see with them. It has ears but chooses not to hear 
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with them. The flock does not need to take its own initiatives 

because the initiatives of its trusted friend, the Shepherd, are 

better. The eye of the shepherd sees for the flock.  Therefore, the 

flock does not see evil; the ear of the shepherd hears for the 

flock; therefore, the flock does not hear evil. Whenever there is a 

terrifying sound, instead of panicking, the flock looks unto the 

shepherd and follows his directives. The shepherd protects, 

leads, and loves the flocks. The shepherd leads the flock to the 

green pasture and also leads them to them to quiet waters. The 

absence of the shepherd in the life of the flock will seriously 

devastate the life of the flock because it is like the sustenance 

supply line of the flock is cut off. King David put it beautifully 

in the Psalm saying, “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not 

want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me 

beside quiet waters. He restores my soul; He guides me in the 

paths of righteousness for the sake of His name. Even though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 

evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort 

me.” (Psalm 23:1-4) 
 

The Shepherd never abandoned the flock in the Garden. At the 

cool of the day, the Lord God, our Shepherd, would come down 

in His glory, walked into the beautiful garden to see the welfare 

of the flock. (Genesis 3:8) The only True Friend came into 

garden to fellowship with the flock. The presence of God 

brought forth peace and comfort to man. It was during the 

fellowship like this that God knew what Adam never thought of. 

The Shepherd said that it was not good for man to be alone. 

“And the Lord God said, It is not good that the man should be 

alone; I will make him an help meet for him.” (Genesis 2:18) 

Adam did not know what this meant. Perhaps the flock 

concluded, whatever the Shepherd wanted to do is good because 

is my friend. God put the first man Adam into a deep sleep. He 
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removed one rib-bone from the man. One bone in the hand of 

God received a divine touch of Heavenly God and the multiply 

effect took place upon it. It became transformed in the hand of 

Master builder to become the first woman.  
 

Let us reflect upon the intent of God in the creation of the first 

woman. God intended to encourage fellowship with each other. 

He had been helping Adam to achieve his objectives. He brought 

the other creatures to him to name. Far from the popular thought 

that God created Eve to be helping Adam as extra hand. It is the 

belief of some that woman is substandard to man. That is why 

some tribes treat their women as slaves. The true interpretation 

of the intention of God can be found in the word itself—help-

meet. Help from Adam and help from Eve meet to achieve the 

corporate objective of the first couple. In fact, this is true nature 

of help. Before any help is initiated to assist anyone, there is 

always an objective. Consider this illustration. You perceive that 

someone is thirsty you give him water to drink. The objective is 

to help quench the thirst of the individual. When you extended a 

cup of water towards the thirst person in a kind gesture, certainly 

you exerted energy. When the thirsty person extended his hand 

appreciatively to receive the cup of water, he also exerted 

energy. At the very point when help is exchanged to achieve a 

useful purpose, help is met according to the divine intention of 

the Living God.  That is the honest interpretation of word ‘help-

meet’—help from Eve flowing towards Adam and help from 

Adam flowing towards Eve met at a certain point and exchanges, 

complements, and to manifest blessing in order to accomplish 

the divine purpose of the Creator in the life of mankind. Help is 

an expression of mercy of God manifesting in form of an effort   

energy exerted by one person towards another to solve various 

problems among humanity. 
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Adam woke up from the first divine surgical operation that 

resulted to the creation of the first woman. He saw a slim-built, 

fresh, beautiful, smart, witty, and intelligent but innocent woman 

standing beside him. Adam did not waste time. Appreciatively, 

he claimed ownership of the precious creation immediately. He 

said to the Shepherd, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of 

my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman’ for she was taken out of 

man.” (Genesis 2:23) Adam and Eve continued tending the 

garden day in day out following the voice of the Shepherd in 

faithfulness.  

 

Our Lord God, the Shepherd, made Eve compatible to Adam. I 

visualize that the first time they saw each other in the garden 

they were staring at each other with amazement. Adam had 

never seen another person in the garden before. Then one of 

them made a move. Perhaps it was Adam because he knew much 

more about the garden. Who knew whether he touched the body 

of Eve to know whether her body was like his own? Perhaps he 

said something to her in the language of Eden. Place your self in 

position of Adam and Eve the only new couple in the entire 

world and imagine that you are new to each other alone in the 

garden. Obviously, Adam and Eve were naturally attracted to 

each other. The help between Adam and Eve met to establish an 

enviable relationship called family between them. That was the 

first objective of God. The divine procedure of help-meet 

continued to manifest in every honorable goal of the family of 

Mr. and Mrs. Adam.  The flow of help is not a one-way flow 

from Eve to Adam. Rather, it is two ways traffic, one flow from 

woman to man and the other from man to woman. And this 

continues forever till death parts the couple.  
 

Perhaps you still could not get it. Let the husband take a good 

look at his wife and identify her as his Eve. Critically analyze 
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her attributes. Let wife take a good look at her husband and 

identify him as her Adam and also critically analyze his 

qualities. Both man and woman will discover that they need each 

other. Man discovered the woman as a patient, kind, meticulous, 

experimental, inquisitive, and creative minded. Woman 

discovered that the man is strong, protective, possessive, swift, 

rational, decisive, and tolerant. Both of them will sincerely 

discover that whatever man does not have, the woman has it and 

whatever the woman does not have, the man has it. Adam 

needed a beautiful, witty and an understanding woman. Eve 

needed strong, protective and decisive man. Both of them have 

something to offer to each other. Then perceive it from the 

infinite wisdom of Almighty God that there is an important 

message of His wisdom in the relationship that had been eluding 

mankind. God is indirectly telling the man and his wife at 

creation to put all their attributes and qualities to the table for an 

enduring family relationship. The only thing that was missing in 

the life of Adam since his creation was Eve. The gap was now 

filled the moment Eve was created in the infinite wisdom of God 

and Adam was completed. If a man does not harness all the 

helps he could get from his wife and the wife does not harness 

all the helps she could receive from her husband there is no way 

the fulfillment of Almighty God can manifest in their lives.  

 

God set the flow of help between man and woman in motion. 

Adam through the creative wisdom of God helped the first 

woman by giving one of his precious rib-bones that protect his 

precious and vital organs to Eve as investment in her creation. In 

this transaction, love from man to woman is established. When 

Eve came to realization of who she was, she saw similarity 

between herself and Adam. She beheld compatibility. The only 

friend she saw always was Adam. The partner she mingled with 

was Adam. She appreciated his company in exploring the 
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beautiful garden. She appreciated his protective acumen 

especially when the animals in the garden tried to threaten her. 

She appreciated his continuous cooperation even when she made 

mistakes. She began to depend on him. And after an extensive 

guidance and teaching, Adam began to depend on and trusted 

Eve. The bond of union began, and compatibility led to oneness. 

The Shepherd did not see Adam and Eve separately any longer, 

but He beheld an alloy of love—called family.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Oh, Marvelous Shepherd, 
Let my eyes see from Your perfect perspective. 

Let my ears hear the sound of Your mystery. 
Let Your confidence be an antidote of my fear 

Let my intellect follow the trail of Your directives. 
Let my understanding mirror the image of Your wisdom. 

Let my peace endure in the confidence of Your might. 
Let your staff yield me in love into Your comfort. 

Let my sanctuary manifest in Your protective canopy. 
Let my table overflow with the manna of Your abundance. 

Let my thirst be quenched by the flow from Your Rock. 
Let my heaven-bound bus stop be Your divine presence 

at last. 
In Jesus name, Amen. 

—Michael A. Eleyinafe 

 Prayer 
of the 
Flock 
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A wolf camouflaged in serpent cloth entered the garden with one 

purpose in mind—to steal, to kill and to destroy. (John 6:10) 

The flock was not perturbed by the presence of the wolf. The 

innocent flock, who had not known any sin, thought that another 

friend has been discovered in the beautiful garden. Eve extended 

the same peaceful courtesy towards the serpent, as she was not 

anticipating any danger. Eve consented to a brief association 

with serpent. It was the costliest mistake that alter the course of 

her entire generation. One wondered what was responsible for 

this. Who knew whether Eve was taken by surprise that serpent 

was speaking the language of man? No sooner after this, Eve 

and the serpent entered into a serious discussion. It only requires 

a dose of attack at the center of a well-coordinated flock to 

scatter them. The serpent rapped the innocent minded Eve with 

deceit. Serpent initiated the conversation. “Did God really say, 

‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden?’” “We may eat 

fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must 

not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and 

you must not touch it, or you will die.’” Eve replied. “You will 

not surely die,’ serpent said. ‘For God knows that when you eat 

of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” The serpent portrayed the Creator as 

someone not to be trusted after it had cleverly provided 

manipulated negative reasons for the commandment that God 

gave unto the flock. Eve began to reason with her mind. For the 

first time, Eve decided to see with her own eyes instead of the 

eyes of the Shepherd. Eve saw that the fruit of the tree was good 

for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 

wisdom. She took some and ate it. Little did she know about the 

ensnaring effects of the allurement of Satan. She offered the 

same to her husband. Instead of listening to the Shepherd voice, 

Adam listened to his wife; he ate the fruit. Both of them 
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disregarded the commandment of the Lord and using their self-

centered initiatives, they broke the law of God. 

 

The garden was set in disarray. The flock had eaten the sin-

tainted fruit. The welcoming joy of the flock that always greeted 

the presence of the God in the garden was conspicuously absent. 

The flock was no longer where the Shepherd use to find them. 

They were hiding under the cover of their guilt. “Adam where 

are you?” the Shepherd demanded. “I heard thy voice in the 

garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 

myself.” (Genesis 3:10) Adam answered. “Who told you that 

you were naked?” The Shepherd was jolted at the response of 

the flock. It was like God was saying, “I never taught you that 

horrible vocabulary.” Sin reveals the spiritual nakedness of man. 

It exhibits the vulnerability of man as someone that cannot help 

himself without the hands of God. Adam and Eve were never 

naked because the glory of the divine presence of the Shepherd 

covered them. Adam and Eve never saw themselves naked or 

alone and vulnerable until the evil quest for their mouths sent 

them astray from the lofty reach of the Shepherd.  

 

Some narrow-minded school of thought opined that God should 

not have restricted Adam and Eve with the commandment not to 

eat of the fruit planted in the middle of the garden. One can 

consider the thought of this school in the following ways. First, 

no one directs the Faithful Shepherd where to lead the flock. The 

Shepherd knows what is good for the flock, especially the flock 

that listens to the voice of the shepherd and obeys him. The plant 

had been in existence before the flock was brought into the 

garden. Above all, the law of God is based on freedom, and it is 

intended to make man free. The law points man to freely choose 

the way he wants to follow and clearly explains the destination 

of each choice. It is the choice of man that restricts him to the 
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consequence of the law. When a choice is made, it closes door to 

other choice. A righteous choice shuts you into the blessing 

attached to the righteous choice. An unrighteous choice shuts 

you in and opens you to the unpleasant consequences of 

judgment attached to the unrighteous choice. Adam and Eve 

were ensnared by the evil plot of Devil to make an unrighteous 

choice and the judgment—that is, the consequence of their sin—

came down heavily upon them.  

 

The flock fell under the wrath of the Shepherd.  They died 

spiritually according to the clauses of the law. The flock was 

severed from the presence of the Shepherd. Sin eased out the 

flock from the presence of the Shepherd. Adam and Eve began 

to till and toil on the surface of the earth on their own. They 

were living on the abundance provision of God in the Garden of 

Eden before.  But they began to plant on the accursed ground 

and wait painfully for the harvest season before they can have 

their daily bread. Man was so confused about the situation. They 

did not know how to approach God or made peace with Him. 

They were far away from the presence of God. The principle of 

repentance was not known to man then. Man was sinking deep 

and deep in the folly of sin. The only friendly words of God 

before His judgment continue to echo in the mind of man. 

“Adam, where are you?” When the echo of the loving kindness 

of the Shepherd came to the mind of the flock, they recounted 

the beautiful moment in the Garden of Eden. They remember the 

sweet fellowship they had with the Lord. Man longed to see the 

Shepherd again and reconciled with Him but did not have any 

idea on how to approach God.   

 

Although the flock deserved the wrath of the judgment, but the 

loving nature of the Shepherd prevailed. The wrath of God may 

be short-lived, but His mercy endures forever. “It is of the 
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LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy 

faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23) The Shepherd could hear 

the echo of the mind of the flock. He knew how their hearts 

yearned to come back to His presence. There is a divine 

connection between God and man. There is a piece of God in 

man. Man was created in the image of God. God breathe life into 

man before man become a living being. Even in the unworthy 

nature of man, the spirit of God remains in him. God understood 

the frailty and vulnerability of man. His unparalleled love for 

man became stimulated. Love mingled with compassion. The 

nostalgic feeling of His relationship with man before he fell in 

the garden engulfed the mind of the Creator. The Lord thought 

within Himself, “The flock needs a Shepherd.” And the 

Shepherd began His quest for searching for the flock. 
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         CHAPTER  

In Search of the Flock 
 

The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language 

defines a flock as: “A group of animals that live, travel, or feed 

together.” “A group of people under the leadership of one 

person—the members of a church under the umbrella of a 

pastor” There is a common similarity in the two definitions. 

The animals that live, travel or feed together have a divine 

compass guiding them. The scripture also confirms the same, 

saying, “If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any 

comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and 

mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same 

love, being of one accord, of one mind” (Philippians 2:1-2) In 

the relationship of the flock with each other, there is a comfort 

of love. Because they move together under the leadership of the 

Shepherd, they flock are in fellowship with each other. The 

group of people are likeminded and are operating in one accord 

because they have one mind. The sheep eat the same green 

pastures and drink in the same quiet waters and enjoy the 

comfort of the rod and staff of the shepherd. These are the 

strings of unity that bond the flock together under the directive 

of the Shepherd.  

 

The group of people under the leadership of one person 

mentioned above could be an illustration of members of a 

church that operates under a divine guardianship of an 

Overseer. The flock of the Lord possesses the same orientation 

and understanding because they are taught in the same word of 

God. They were compatible with each other before they can 

2 
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dwell together. Also, the definition reveals a clear indication of 

relationship between the people and the leader. Wherever there 

is a flock, there is a visible or an invisible Shepherd directing 

the affairs of the flock. In the context of this book, God is the 

invisible Shepherd and man is the flock. The characteristics of 

the flock that the Almighty Shepherd is searching for perfectly 

fit in to ‘FLOCK’ acronym below:   

 

F – Flourish in the joy of the presence of his Creator 

L – Look unto the Shepherd for divine directives 

O – Obedience to the commandment of the Shepherd  

C – Communing in fellowship with Shepherd 

K – Kicking against the persuasive voice of the stranger 

 

F—Flourish in the joy of the presence of his Creator. “The 

man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day . . .” (Genesis 3:8) It 

will not be too much to say that God enjoys the company of 

faithful and righteous men. God is looking for man that can 

joyfully dwell in the presence of his Creator. Man is the 

reflection of the thought of God. It is His joy that we may 

prosper in all our undertakings.  

 

L—Look unto the Shepherd for divine directives. “Trust in 

the Lord with all your heart; and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him and he will 

make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) The eyes of the 

Lord are open to the man that is not dwelling and depending in 

his shallow wisdom but is looking totally unto God for divine 

direction. There is nothing more that true friends appreciate in 

their relationship than trustworthiness.  
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O—Obedience to the commandment of the Shepherd. 

Samuel said, “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and 

sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey 

is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of 

rams.” (I Samuel 16:22) One of the exceptional attributes that 

the Shepherd searches for among the flocks is obedience. The 

Lord wants to bless man abundantly. The blessing of God upon 

man brings forth praises and glory unto Him. Obedience will 

make man walk in the path of the blessing of God. “If ye be 

willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye 

refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the 

mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.” (Isaiah 1:19) But 

disobedience detours the path of man into his destruction and 

thereby bring forth a setback in the divine plan of God. 
  

C—Communing faithfully in fellowship with Shepherd. “. . . 

For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God . . .” (Exodus 20:5) 

There is no true love without some element of jealousy. God 

loves man intensely and wants man to recognize Him as the only 

Lord, and fellowship faithfully with Him in our worship. 

Idolatry is an abominable sin before God. A proverbial adage 

says, “a river that forgets its source will run dry.” The same way, 

the flock that has forsaken the Shepherd cannot be led to the 

green pastures and would invariably subjects itself as a prey to 

the ravaging wolves.  
  

K—Kicking against the persuasive wisdom of the stranger. 

“But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run 

away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s 

voice.” (John 10:5 NLT) No matter how sweet the voice of a 

stranger could be does not change the evil in the strange voice, 

his strange ideas, and his strange ways of life. God is looking for 
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an upright flock that will kick against the evil foreign ideas and 

ways of life of the strangers inimical to its existence.  

 

Throughout the Bible the characteristic of the acronym FLOCK 

can be conspicuously seen in the lives of the servants that God 

uses as an instrument of His glory. Our Heavenly Father never 

gives up on man. He intensified His search among men but the 

criteria of selecting His flock remained unchanged. The God 

could not reckon with Cain the first born of Adam and Eve 

because he murdered his brother Abel because flock don’t kill 

each other. They only flow together relishing the presence of the 

Shepherd. The sorrow of judgment of man became multiplied 

when Cain killed Abel. The ground was once again cursed 

because of the sin of Cain. God said, “When you work the 

ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a 

restless wonderer on the earth.” (Genesis 4:12) The rest of the 

earthly generation came from the lineage of Cain. Yet the 

Shepherd never gives up His frantic search for the righteous 

flock. Can God find anyone that can fit in into His criteria of 

righteousness? In response to this question, “Is there anything 

that is difficult for God?” “Is anything too hard for the LORD?” 

(Genesis 18:14) How long is the Shepherd going to wait before 

the worthy flock comes by? The Ancient of Days was never in a 

hurry. Patience was one of His outstanding attributes. At long 

last, the Shepherd found a worthy flock.  

 

Enoch perfectly fitted in to the searching criteria of God. Enoch 

walked with God for 300 years and God took him at the age of 

365. That is all we know about Enoch. Although the detail of 

how he walked with God were not revealed unto man but at the 

same time, he had no record of sin in the scripture. He must have 

walked in love. He must have walked in obedience.  He must 

have walked by faith trusting the Shepherd. He must have 
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distanced himself from evil alluring strangers of his time. Enoch 

was memorabilia of perfection that God created in Adam. 

Perhaps God took him before he became corrupted with sin like 

his ancestors. Perhaps the Shepherd could no longer wait before 

bringing him to His presence in righteousness, as he was the 

youngest of his generation. 

 

The Bible did not reveal the ordeal of the wicked generation of 

Adam. We do not actually understand the effect of the curse 

upon the generation. But if one is to go by the scanty statement 

of Lamech after the birth of Noah, it speaks volumes. If flock 

strayed away from the presence of the Shepherd, the flock is 

bound to face disaster. If it does not become lunch to the wolf, 

the loneliness and anxiety amidst the carnivorous mammals is 

bound to be unbearable for it. Lamech named the new addition 

his family Noah, saying, “This same shall comfort us concerning 

our work and toil of our hands, because of the ground which the 

Lord hath cursed.” (Genesis 5:29) The prophetic statement of 

Lamech about Noah came to pass. Noah found favor in the eyes 

of the Lord. It was recorded of him in the Bible, “as a just man 

and perfect in his generations and Noah walked with God.” 

(Genesis 6:8-9) God had found a perfect match. The Shepherd 

finally found a flock. Holy God does not deal with sinful man. 

The only responsibility of God towards a sinful man is His 

enduring mercy in order to give him an ample opportunity to 

repent of his sins. He called Noah in order to restore man unto 

the blessed planet.  Before this, there must be a separation. The 

tares must be separated from the wheat. The wheat must be 

harvested and placed in the barn. The tares must be bound and 

burnt into aches. The righteous people must be separated from 

the wicked. The first step is the work of salvation. The first 

salvation began through Noah. The word salvation is an 

extension of the word ‘salvage.’ God salvaged Noah from 
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rottenness of humanity. God command Noah to build an Ark to 

salvage the only redeemable part of Noah’s world which was his 

family.  The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth 

was filled with violence.  And God looked upon the earth, and, 

behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon 

the earth. And God said unto Noah, “The end of all flesh is come 

before me; for the earth is filled with violence through them; 

and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.” (Genesis 6:11-

13)  

 

God told Noah, the newfound flock, to build an ark made of 

gopher wood. This was the first boat ever built. And it was 

meant for the deliverance and salvation of man. There is 

something important to point out here. God did not build the 

boat for man directly, but He built the boat through man. This is 

why the attribute of obedience is very important in walking with 

God. He required the man through obedience to God’s 

commandment to build the boat for his own salvation. Man is 

not capable to live a prosperous life on his own initiative alone 

because all blessings flow from the Lord.  There is always a deft 

touch of the Shepherd in every successful life of the flock. The 

flock needs the Shepherd to guide him to safety. Man did not 

have an iota idea of how to save himself, but the Shepherd 

directed him on the path of salvation. God gave man a directive 

concerning the type of wood he was to use, the shape of the boat, 

the skill of how to carve the boat into rooms, the length, width 

and height of the boat.  When the ark of Noah was completed, 

And the Lord said unto Noah, “Come thou and all thy house into 

the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this 

generation.” (Genesis 7:1) The Heavenly Father commanded 

the Noah to bring his entire household as well as two of all the 

living things into the ark. After this, God shut them in the Ark. 

God caused forty days rain upon the earth. Water prevailed upon 
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the surface of the earth and the entire world of sinful, corrupted, 

wicked generation were sunk and perished in the flood. 

 

At the appropriate time in the sight of the Mighty Shepherd, He 

caused the water to dry. Noah made an altar and offered a burnt 

offering unto the Lord. “And the Lord said I will not again curse 

the ground any more for man’s sake, for the imagination of 

man’s heart is evil from his youth, neither will I again smite 

anymore everything living as I have done.” (Genesis 8:21) The 

Shepherd once again blessed the only righteous flock and his 

family in the entire world, and he also blessed the ground for 

them. He said, “Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 

earth.” 

 

Although Noah was righteous, but the inherent anger of his 

ancestors that was embedded in his subconscious mind became 

activated when his son, Ham crossed a sinful line of seeing the 

nakedness of his drunken father. Sooner after the Shepherd had 

blessed Noah and removed the curse upon the ground for the 

only righteous family on earth, Noah cursed Canaan, the last 

born of his son, Ham.  

 

If there is anyone that man needs to fear apart from God, it is the 

servant of God that is righteously walking with God. They are 

the eyes of God on earth.  The anointing of God upon them 

makes them to be spiritually dangerous to the wicked and 

slanderous people. A man once said, ‘I would rather face a bullet 

than to face the tongue of anointed man of God in judgment.’ 

The Bible says, “Touch not mine anointed, and do my prophets 

not harm.” (Psalm 105:15) God is not only protecting the 

anointed man but also the power and authority that is attached to 

his anointing. The divine anointing attached to the covenanted 

power of their calling is an instrument of blessing as well as a 
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weapon of judgment. Elijah withheld rain from falling in the 

kingdom of Ahab for three and a half years with the word of his 

mouth. “As surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives—the 

God I serve—there will be no dew or rain during the next few 

years until I give the word!” (1 King 17:1) The anointed word of 

his mouth increased the food supply of the widow of Zarepath 

throughout the drought in the kingdom. “For thus saith the 

LORD God of Israel, the barrel of meal shall not waste, neither 

shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the LORD sendeth 

rain upon the earth.” (1 Kings 17:14) Elisha cursed the mocking 

children and the she-bear came out of wood and consumed forty-

two of them, the same anointed mouth of Elisha augmented the 

widow’s oil and also blessed the Shunammite woman with a son. 

God looks upon his servants as His ambassadors. God consider 

the friends of His servant as His own friend and their enemies, 

His enemies. He told Abraham, “I will bless them that bless 

thee, and curse him that curseth thee . . . .” (Genesis 12:3) 

Whosoever the ambassador of God blesses would be blessed and 

whosoever they cursed would remain cursed. They are the voice 

of judgment against wicked people and also an anointed voice of 

blessing upon righteous generation.  

 

Once again curse found its way back upon the surface of the 

earth. This time around, it came from Noah, the anointed 

mouthpiece of God. The curse rode on the back of alcohol and 

on the broad street of temptation. The flock once again failed the 

Shepherd. Who should be blamed? Was it Noah, Ham or the 

innocent descendants of Noah, the last born of Ham, Canaan?  

Unbelievably, none of the above! Although Bible did not state 

that Satan tempted Noah to get drunk. Some may say the evil 

tendency of Satan was the reason why any evil committed by 

man is always attributed to Satan. But if we take into 

consideration the trend of his evil activities and the principles by 
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which Satan operates, “. . . the thief come to steal, to kill and to 

destroy . . .” you will not find it difficult to know that the 

architect behind the curse upon the last born of Ham, Canaan is 

Satan. Imagine, why was it that the first thing Noah did after the 

water dried upon the earth was to make wine, get drunk and 

curse his innocent grandson? He who thinks he stands let him 

take heed. 

-----ooo0ooo----- 

 

Once again, the die is cast. The flock had invoked curse upon the 

shepherd-blessed earth. The hands of the clock have been turned 

backward again. God had earlier promised He would not destroy 

the earth, “. . . neither will I again smite anymore everything 

living as I have done.” (Genesis 8:21) Nevertheless the process 

of cleaning and mopping the curse-tainted environment of the 

flock continued. “As dead flies give perfume a bad smell, so a 

little folly outweighs wisdom and honor. (Ecclesiastes 10:1) “. . . 

Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch 

of dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch 

without yeast – as you really are. . . .” (I Corinthians 5:6-7) 

Whatever the time frame may be, the evil effect of unbroken 

generation curse persists.  And the judgment file of unrepented 

sins remains opened before God. The good Shepherd never gives 

up on the flock. He does everything possible to safe the flock 

from destruction. 

 

The search for the flock continued. This time, the Shepherd 

followed the trail of righteous descendants of Noah to seek for 

the flock. The one of particular interest to God is the descendant 

of Shem. The spotlight of the Shepherd focused on Abraham the 

ninth generation of Shem. Abram and his wife Sarai, lived in Ur 

of Chaldees with their kindred. The Shepherd called the 

newfound flock, Abram. 
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 Now the Lord had said unto Abram, “Get thee out of thy 

country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house 

unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will make of thee a 

great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 

and thou shall be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless 

thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 

families of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3) 

 

We need to touch on the calling of Shepherd upon the flock. 

Abram was not under any obligation to honor the calling of God 

upon his life especially when he did not have any idea of where 

God wanted him to go. But there is a divine connection here. 

One of the unique characteristics of the spiritual flock is that 

they always hear the voice of the Shepherd. “My sheep hear my 

voice . . . and they follow me.” (John 10-27) The Shepherd does 

not want to raise the flock in the environment of influencing 

culture of sin. The intention of God is to carve out righteous men 

out of the unrighteous generation and fence them with his divine 

presence in order to unfold His blessing upon them. In no doubt, 

the promise of the Shepherd was persuasive and attractive, but it 

was not the reason why Abram yielded in obedience to the 

instruction of God. It is the inherent nature of the flock not to 

think of how the Shepherd is going to accomplish a goal but 

trust in the Shepherd that the goal will be accomplished anyhow 

as long as the Shepherd directs the way. In the Christendom, we 

give this many names. Some call it faith and others belief. Paul 

defined faith in the book of Hebrew as “the substance of things 

hoped for, evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrew 11:1) Jesus 

asked Martha by the graveside of Lazarus, “Did I not tell you 

that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” (John 

11:40) Whichever way we may consider this simple trust that 

people tend to regard as foolish attitude of the flock, it is the 

positive response that the Shepherd appreciates greatly. 
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“Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 

who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 

rewards those who earnestly seek him.” (Hebrew 11:6)  

 

The flock honored the call of the Shepherd. Abram took the 

giant step of faith. He got out of his country and of his kindred to 

follow the finger of God to the land of Canaan. Amazingly the 

Shepherd led the flock to the land of Canaan. Remember the 

Canaanites, the accursed descendants of Ham? Isn’t it strange, 

that the Shepherd led the flock to the land of accursed people? 

There is nothing strange in the divine directive. As long as the 

Shepherd leads, He knows how to lead the flock to the green 

pasture. Apart from this, the clause of unlimited blessing that 

was attached to the calling of the flock reversed the curse upon 

him in the land of Canaan, as long as he did not deviate from the 

presence of the Shepherd. In the physical realm, the presence of 

Abram in the land of Canaan did not matter and did not affect 

the existence of the inhabitants of Canaanites. To the Canaanites, 

Abram might have been like a drop of water in the ocean, but in 

the spiritual realm, the obedience of Abram in honoring the 

calling of the Shepherd had triggered off the divine 

establishment of the people of God. A righteous seed was 

planted in Canaan to uproot and take over the unrighteous 

generation of Canaanites.  

 

Abram did something that we should not fail to mention here. 

Abram honored the calling of God, but he came out of the land 

of Ur of Chaldes with entanglement. The Shepherd called 

Abram, but He did not call Lot, Abram’s cousin. There was a 

period of silence between Shepherd and the flock, and the 

entanglement was the reason.  Lot got out of Ur with Abram to 

the land of Canaan. God did not unfold the purpose of His 

calling to Abram until the separation between Abram and Lot 
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that took Lot to the land of Sodom and Gomorrah. “And the 

Lord said unto Abram, after the Lot was separated from him, 

‘Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art 

northward, and southward, and eastward and westward: For all 

the land which thou seest, to the will I give it, and to thy seed for 

ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if 

a man can number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also 

be numbered.’” (Genesis 13:14-16) We can learn from this 

experience that entanglement delays the purpose of God in our 

calling. “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 

for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? 

and what communion hath light with darkness? And what 

concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that 

believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple 

of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as 

God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will 

be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out 

from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch 

not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a 

Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith 

the Lord Almighty” (2 Corinthians 6:14-18) Entanglement is a 

spiritual hindrance. One cannot progress spiritually with 

entanglements. The entanglement varies from one person to the 

other. No matter how fast the clutches of entanglements might 

have taken hold of you, wrestle yourself free from it so that the 

purposes of God may manifest in your life.  

 

Something was missing in the life of the newfound flock. 

Something important that could really make the promises of God 

manifest in the life of Abram. Nahor the grandfather of Abram 

was twenty-nine years old when he begat Terah, the father of 

Abram. Terah was seventy years old when he had Abram, Nahor 

and Haran. Although Haran died at a tender age, he had children 
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before his death. Haran was the father of Lot. Abram did not 

have a child and impatience set in the life of the newfound flock. 

The flock thought in anxiety, “I am getting old and yet I do not 

have a child.” The flock wondered, ‘when the Shepherd says 

something, He does it. Why was it that I have not had a child of 

my own?’ The flock summed up courage and asked the 

Shepherd. “How will these promise come to pass when I do not 

have a son that will be my heir?” The Shepherd reassured 

Abram, “a son that shall come out of your body will be your 

heir.” The Shepherd commanded him, “Take me an heifer of 

three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of 

three years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” (Genesis 

15:9) Abram provided the offering as God bade him. And a deep 

sleep came over Abram. The Shepherd revealed the 400-year 

prophetic destinations of the descendants of Abram in a vision: 

how his descendants will be strangers in a foreign land, how 

they will be mistreated, the way God will come to their rescue 

and how they would come out of the country with a great 

substance. During the deep sleep, a smoking furnace and a 

burning lamp consumed the offering of Abram as a sign of 

acceptance by the Shepherd. On the same day, the Shepherd 

made a covenant with Abraham based on the promises and the 

purposes He had revealed to him, saying:  
 

“Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt 

unto the great river, the river Euphrates: The Kenites, and the 

Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, and the Hittites, and the 

Perizzites, and the Rephaims, and the Amorites, and the 

Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.” (Genesis 

15:18-21) 

 

The lands that God promised Abram as an inheritance were the 

area occupied by the accursed generation of Canaan the last born 

of Ham. “. . . the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.” 
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(Proverb 22:13) The sinner does not deserve the land that is 

flowing with milk and honey. It is preserved as an inheritance 

for the children of the righteous. It is for the beloved flock of the 

Shepherd. From this, one can easily deduce that a sinner has no 

rest. No matter how wealthy a sinner may be, it is just a question 

of time; he will soon relinquish that wealth to the righteous 

because it has been spiritually designed that way. 

 

At times, at the peak of the folly of man we think for God 

concerning His promises for us. In our naivety, we take our 

many limitations and the known laws of nature into 

consideration, in designing the path for the accomplishment of 

the blessing of God in our lives. According to the shallow 

wisdom of Abram, the blueprint of obtaining the blessing of God 

is that, it was not possible for Sarai his wife who had passed the 

age of menopause to bear a child that will be a pillar for his 

generational blessing. That limitation settled in the mind of 

Abram. Impatience set in. Abram embanked on plan ‘B.’ 

Perhaps he discussed the promise of God with Sarai. Abram was 

noted in the Bible as father of faith, but at this point, his faith did 

not see Sarai as the mother of the blessed generation. Sarai had 

even written herself off as force to reckon with in the club of 

blessed mothers. Sarai who perhaps wanted to help her husband 

to obtain this generational blessing came up with a plan. Hagar 

was the handmaid of Sarai, and at this time, a handmaid was 

regarded as personal property. Sarai talked Abram into making 

Hagar to give birth to an heir of Abram. Abram gave in to the 

suggestion. He went in with Hagar and she begat Ishmael. But 

God Almighty, the Mighty Shepherd told the flock that Ishmael 

was not the child of promise. The flock is noted for following 

the lead of the Shepherd. For the first time, because of 

impatience, the flock jumps ahead of the Shepherd, and he made 

a costly mistake that haunted the generation of Abram, the 
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Israelites. It was the same costly mistake of Abram that is 

haunting the entire generation of the earth today.    

 

One may wonder why God said, Ishmael, the first son of Abram 

was not the child of the promise. This issue leads us to another 

deep revelation of the word of God.  I want you to know that 

covenant of God always complements the existing covenant He 

had made.  It does not destroy the existing covenant.  Instead, it 

strengthens it the more.  Jesus Christ said, “I did not come to 

destroy the law but to fulfill it.” (Matthew 5:17) The covenant of 

love and unity between Abram and Sarai is the institution of 

marriage. God honored the institution because He instituted it at 

the beginning, and He was the witness to the covenant. The 

beneficiary of the blessing of the covenant between God and 

Abram cannot be any other person outside the covenant of 

marriage between Abram and Sarai. By the virtue of spiritual 

principle, God does not allow the vineyard of the righteous to be 

consumed by the heathens. Although a child came forth from the 

relationship between Abram and Hagar, it was never a product 

of a covenanted relationship of marriage. It was the product of a 

private arrangement between the parties involved. Above all, 

Abram had Ishmael before his spiritual birth took place when his 

name was changed from Abram to Abraham. Spirit filled 

Abraham became the father of Isaac, the spirit filled child of 

Promise. The following passages will throw more light on this 

issue. 

 

Whenever there is a covenant of God upon your life, there is 

bound to be a test of your faith.  God will surely nurture you.  He 

will prepare you, but He will not just place you in His strategic 

position that relates to His divine plan concerning the affairs of 

mankind without testing your appetite.  The test may come 

directly from Father in Heaven in form of instructions that He 
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expects us to follow as He told Adam in the Garden of Eden not 

to eat from the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  

On the other hand, He may allow the tempter to tempt you like 

what happened to Job. Temptation is not a sin per se as people 

perceived it to be. Temptation is a yardstick by which our faith, 

righteousness and holiness is measured.  Temptation promotes 

but in the process of promotion, it is question of no pain, no 

gain.  My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 

temptation knowing this, that trying of your faith worketh 

patience” (James 1:2-3) It is when one fall into temptation that 

leads the individual to sin.  

 

Abraham lived up to the expectation of God when his faith was 

tested.  God told him, “Take your son, your only son, Isaac, 

whom you love . . . sacrifice him there as a burnt offering . . .” 

The request of the Shepherd is loaded with meaning. God was 

aware of the dare need of an heir in the life of Abraham. God 

was aware that Abraham had been patiently waiting for the 

promised child in his family. God was also aware that Abraham 

loved Isaac passionately. It is like a father that is holding a box 

of candy bar behind him and asks his little son, “Can you give 

me that tiny candy in your hand? The father has a plan. He is 

waiting for the little boy to release the tiny candy in his hand so 

that the father can replace it with box of candy bar. God had a 

plan. A plan to do an amazing thing that He had never done to 

mankind before.  

 

Heaven had set up a plan to blow the mind of Abraham with 

eternal wonders. As painful as the directive of the Shepherd 

seemed to be and as painful as the decision to follow the 

Shepherd seemed to be at this crucial moment, Abraham 

faithfully decided to relinquish the tiny little candy in his hand, 

in the person of his son, Isaac. But he did not have any idea of 
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what God had in store for him.  Abraham prepared an altar for 

the sacrifice. Isaac was placed on it ready to be offered as a burnt 

offering unto the Lord. Perhaps Abraham muttered some 

prayers. Or could there be any courage left in him to offer prayer 

at the point of sacrificing his only beloved son? However, in a 

deep sorrow mingled with faith he lifted up the knife and was 

about slaughter the child and the Heaven intervened. “Do not lay 

a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I 

know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me 

your son, your only son.” (Genesis 22:12) We all knew the rest 

of the story. This astounding faithfulness evoked the unlimited 

blessing of God upon Abraham and his generation. “I swear by 

myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this and 

have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you 

and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 

and as the sand on the seashore.  Your descendants will take 

possession of the cities of their enemies, and through your 

offspring all the nations on earth will be blessed, because you 

have obeyed me.” (Genesis 22:16-18) On two occasions heaven 

spoke to Abraham. On the first, he stopped him from offering 

Isaac, and on the second occasion, He sealed His covenant with 

Abraham with an oath sworn by His name. 
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         CHAPTER  

Appointed Shepherd 

And the Flock  
 

The coast of the Shepherd became enlarged. Many flocks have 

come out of the handful. The eyes of the Shepherd never left the 

flock. They prospered numerically, economically and spiritually. 

Prosperity was abundant because they did not stray away from 

the presence of the Shepherd. The flock became a threat to the 

existence of the foxes around them. Envy was no longer 

considered a hidden feeling of their enemy to express their 

disapproval of the abundance of blessing they possessed. The 

abundant prosperity of the flock intimidated their neighbors. 

Inferiority and frustration became the portion of the idolatrous 

native tribes. The so-called owners of the land were now second-

class citizens in their own land. A stranger that once begged the 

tribe leader for a desert encroached portion of land has now 

struck a gold in their dwelling place. The rejected desert became 

fertile land in the hands of the flock. The accursed land that 

ceased to yield for the heathens was yielding hundred-fold for 

the children of God. For record, John Hagee, an undaunted 

servant of Living God once said, “a fold is hundred percent, and 

one hundred-fold is ten thousand percent.”  

 

There was famine in the land. The nature of man is to seek for a 

way out of the problem. Isaac was contemplating to go to Egypt, 

which might’ve been the land of plenty of his time. The 

Shepherd intervened. “Go not down into Egypt  “… Sojourn in 

this land, and I will be with thee, and will bless thee …” 

3 
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(Genesis 26:2-3) The flock followed the directives of the 

Shepherd because “the steps of a good man are ordered by the 

Lord …” (Psalm 37:23) God proved Himself in the life of Isaac. 

He was blessed immensely. 

  

Then Isaac sowed in that land, and received in the same year a 

hundred fold: and the Lord blessed him.  And the man waxed great, 

and went forward, and grew until he became very great: For he had 

possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store of 

servants: and the Philistines envied him. For all the wells which his 

father’s servants had digged in the days of Abraham his father, the 

Philistines had stopped them, and filled them with earth. And 

Abimelech said unto Isaac, Go from us; for thou art much mightier 

than we. (Genesis 26:12-16) 

 

Jacob was a hireling in charge of the sheep and goats of Laban 

but the hand of God was upon him. He was so blessed in the 

service of Laban that his flocks increased greatly. Because of 

Jacob, God blessed the household of Laban. Laban said to him, 

“If I have found favor in your eyes, please stay. I have learned 

by divination that the Lord has blessed me because of you.” 

(Genesis 30:27) Laban cheated and deceived Jacob many times 

in the terms of wages in order that he may continue to keep 

Jacob in his service. Laban his master lowered his wages ten 

times. “Yet your father has cheated me by changing my wages 

ten times.” (Genesis 31:7) Jacob was the clear manifestation of 

the covenant of God with Abraham and also evidence of 

Abraham’s blessing in that the twelve children of Jacob 

constituted the twelve tribes of Israel. By the divine assignment, 

the four wives of Jacob Leah, Rachel, Zilpah, (Leah maid 

servant) Bilhah, (Rachel maid servant) came from the same root. 

They have the same orientation from the same father, and they 

have the same husband, an anointed man of God.  
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Joseph, one of the twelve children of Jacob, was the envy of his 

brethren. Conspiracy and hatred of his brethren because of the 

paternal love of their father, Jacob, made him to become an 

enlisted slave of Potiphar the Egyptian. Joseph, a slave in the 

Potiphar house was so blessed in his master’s house he was 

made the overseer of his master’s business. He was innocently 

imprisoned because of his uprightness and integrity. He was so 

blessed in the prison he was made a champion of the prisoners. 

Still the presence of the Lord and His abundant mercy was with 

him in the prison.  

 

Whenever there is a problem at the top of the ladder, at the seat 

of the government in a nation, let the elects of the Lord be 

watching and praying because the glory of God is about to be 

revealed among the rejected stones. Abandoned and forgotten 

seemed to be the vivid story of Joseph in the dungeon but the 

Shepherd never forgets the flock. At the appointed time of God 

and according to the divine appointment, Joseph, a descendant of 

Abraham, a slave and an innocent prince of the dungeon was the 

only one that could interpret the king Pharaoh’s dream. From 

dungeon to the palace, the blessing of God elevated him to 

become the prime minister of a foreign country. He became the 

first celebrated illiterate economist who applied the principles of 

demand and supply in Egypt to successfully manage the seven 

years or surplus and the seven years of famine in Egypt. Joseph 

purchased every nook and corner of Egypt for the king.    

 

When king Ahasuerus could not sleep upon the comfort of his 

kingly bed, little did Mordecai know that God had set him up for 

a sumptuous blessing. The king desired that the book of record 

be read before him in order to reward the loyalty of those who 

faithfully ministered to him. At that very moment, Haman the 

Agagite came to the court of the king’s palance. “And the king 
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said unto him, What shall be done unto the man whom the king 

delighteth to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To 

whom would the king delight to do honour more than to myself? 

And Haman answered the king, For the man whom the king 

delighteth to honour, Let the royal apparel be brought which the 

king useth to wear, and the horse that the king rideth upon, and 

the crown royal which is set upon his head: And let this apparel 

and horse be delivered to the hand of one of the king's most 

noble princes, that they may array the man withal whom the king 

delighteth to honour, and bring him on horseback through the 

street of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus shall it be done 

to the man whom the king delighteth to honour.” Then the king 

commanded Haman, “Make haste, and take the apparel and the 

horse, as thou hast said, and do even so to Mordecai the Jew, 

that sitteth at the king's gate: let nothing fail of all that thou hast 

spoken. Then took Haman the apparel and the horse, and 

arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horseback through the 

street of the city, and proclaimed before him, Thus shall it be 

done unto the man whom the king delighteth to honour.” (Esther 

5:6-11) The king commanded Haman, the certified enemy of 

Mordecai and the entire people of Israel in Susan, to enrobe 

Mordecai in a kingly honor, made him to ride on the king’s 

horse, and proclaimed before him that the delighted in Mordecai. 

It was the beginning of an unprecedented humiliation and shame 

that the enemy of the people of God suffered for their 

wickedness. 

 

It was not by accident that king Nebuchadenezzar could not 

remember his dream. God shook the confidence the king had in 

his astrologers so that His glory could be revealed through His 

servant, Daniel, a slave in the captivity of Babylon. Daniel 

sought the face of God in prayer for wisdom and divine 

intervention. God answered the prayer of Daniel, He denied 



Appointed Shepherd and the Flock 

- 37 - 

 

insight to the astrologers of the king, and they all became useless 

before the king.  God empowered Daniel with His divine 

wisdom and insight. He revealed the king’s dream as well as its   

interpretation to Daniel. Daniel came to the king and made know 

to him the dream and the interpretation thereog. “The king 

answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is 

a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, 

seeing thou couldest reveal this secret. Then the king made 

Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made 

him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the 

governors over all the wise men of Babylon.” (Daniel 3:47-48) 

 

Two things in the catalogue of divine interventions of God in the 

lives of His servants deserve our careful attention. The trend of 

blessing God upon the flock and His divine presence of God 

among the flock. Isaac was blessed. Jacob was blessed. So also, 

were Mordecai, Daniel and Joseph. Although these happened at 

different time during the lives each of the people of God. You 

will notice that the trend of blessing remained constant upon 

these people because of the covenant of God with Abraham. 

These people are the descendants and offspring of Abraham. 

They were all covered by the covenant because they are all heirs 

in the inheritance. It was also a clear and express indication of 

faithfulness of God concerning His words and covenants.  

 

The presence of God is a mystery. In the presence of God, 

wisdom, knowledge and understanding take a back seat so that 

the anointing of God may produce divine power and 

supernatural might, that the glory of God may manifest.  In the 

presence of God, there is orderliness and peace. In His presence, 

there are possibilities and prosperities. There are rules and 

obedience because the rules are designed to be obeyed by the 

flock. Obedience to the spiritual law is the trigger of the blessing 
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of God. Whenever the flock obeys the Shepherd, he releases 

unto himself the blessing attached to the spiritual commandment. 

“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.” 

(Isaiah 1:19) The greatest promise of God that I can think of is, 

“I will be with you.” It means, His merciful eyes are locked on 

us in all our ways. His swift and mighty hands are ready to 

stretch any length to deliver us and save us. When the word of 

God reveals, “I will be with you,” it means the Heavens will 

stand still to pay attention to us even in those things we count as 

insignificant. If the presence of God is with man, who can be 

against him? The Angel Gabriel is not a great communicator on 

his own; it is because he stands in the presence of God. He 

declared this important identity in his message to Zechariah, “I 

am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God . . .” (Luke 1:19) 

Angel Michael is not the Mighty Captain of the Host of the 

angel of God, it is because he stands in the presence of God. In 

the presence of God all beings have their fullness. The beauty of 

nature reveals the presence of God. In the presence of God, 

divinity blends with spiritual and superimposes physical to 

reveal the glory of God in humanity. 

 

Far away from home in the land of Egypt, Joseph was crowned 

the prime minister of Pharaoh. No one from his family could 

offer him a flower. Fate that manifested in the wickedness of his 

brethren separated him from his kindred since ages.  He was 

lonely in the land of his sojourn but the presence of God was 

with him there. His father Jacob now called Israel, and all his 

wicked brethren were still dwelling in Canaan. They have even 

forgotten about him. The father thought the wild animal has 

killed him but his brothers thought, perhaps, he had been lost in 

the slave house of Potiphar. But the Good Shepherd, the 

architect of the covenant of Abraham, did not forget Joseph in 

Egypt and also entire household of Israel in Canaan. The time 
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was getting nearer. The flight of the Israelites to Egypt was 

drawing nearer. The flock continued to walk in the path of the 

Shepherd. The prophesy was clear, “Know for certain that your 

descendants will be strangers in a country not their own and 

they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years. But I 

will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they 

will come out with great possession.” (Genesis 15:13-14) The 

Shepherd has been nurturing and preparing Joseph as a strategic 

ambassador of Israelites for the appointed time.   

 

The stage is set and the divine connection was about to be made. 

The descendants of Abraham was about to become strangers in 

a country not their own. “Time to move,” the Shepherd signaled 

to the flock. “I am God, the God of thy father: fear not to go 

down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee a great nation.” 

(Genesis 46:3) Even if the flock did not want to move, 

apparently, they have no choice because the only place that the 

green pasture could be found then was in Egypt.  The famine 

was becoming unbearable. Jacob now Israel (his name was 

changed), a very old man, sent his children to Egypt to purchase 

corn. Guess who was the corn merchant of Egyptian? The 

Egyptian Prime Minister, Joseph, the presumed dead son of 

Israel. The brethren of Joseph came before him. They all humbly 

bowed before him and made obeisance according to their custom 

completely against their avowed decision—never to bow down 

to Joseph, the dreamer they hated with passion. He recognized 

them immediately, but his brethren did not recognize him. The 

memories of their wickedness flashed through the mind of 

Joseph. But the nostalgic loving emotion of brotherhood was 

overwhelming. Joseph turned aside to weep—weeping of joy of 

course. The type of weeping that accompanies praises unto the 

Lord when He turned the wickedness of enemy around for our 

blessing. What would Joseph do now? Revenge may be sweet 
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against the wicked, but it was not an ideal way of life of a 

righteous man like Joseph. He decided to pay back their old evil 

coin with kindness. If I am not mistaken, I think Joseph hosted 

the first recorded ‘surprise party’ in the entire world in honor of 

his beloved brethren and to commemorate a happy reunion of his 

family.  It was during the occasion that Joseph revealed himself 

to his brethren.  

 

The reunion of Joseph’s family received the blessing of Pharaoh, 

the king of Egypt. Because of the immense contribution of 

Joseph to the prosperity of Egypt during the global depression, 

Pharaoh gave Joseph a free hand to choose a befitting portion of 

land in Egypt for his family. Joseph chose the land of Goshen 

where the Israelites dwelt in the opulence of Almighty. So, the 

presence of God was with them in the land and the covenant of 

Abraham followed them.    

 

Now there arose up a new king over Egypt, which knew not 

Joseph. And he said unto his people, Behold, the people of the 

children of Israel are more and mightier than we: Come on, let 

us deal wisely with them; lest they multiply and it come to pass, 

that, when there falleth out any war, they join also unto our 

enemies, and fight against us, and so get them up out of the 

land.  Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict 

them with their burdens.  And they built for Pharaoh treasure 

cities, Pithom and Raamses.  But the more they afflicted them, 

the more they multiplied and grew.  And they were grieved 

because of the children of Israel. And the Egyptians made the 

children of Israel to serve with rigour. And they made their lives 

bitter with hard bondage, in morter, in brick, and in all manner of 

service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them 

serve, was with rigour. Exodus 1:8-14 
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The new Pharaoh did not know about Joseph. The history of his 

good deeds did not register any impact to his defiant mind. 

Perhaps he had a personal score to settle with Joseph and his 

people. Perhaps he had his people, the Egyptians, to please as it 

always is in politics. Perhaps envy set in, and the Israelites 

became a threat to the Egyptians because of the population 

explosion and prosperity among of the flock of God in Egypt. 

Nobody can tell but the certainty was that, all of a sudden, 

unprecedented hatred began against the people of God. The four 

hundred years of hard working and immense contribution of the 

Israelites to the development and economy of Egypt became 

unappreciated. The Israelites became plunders of animosity in 

the hands of Egyptians. The Egyptians turned against the people 

of God, and they became slaves in the hands of their 

taskmasters.  

 

The obvious question is: Why did God not deliver His people 

before the hatred set in? The hostility towards the flock was part 

of the plans of the Shepherd to prepare them for the task ahead. 

Remember that, “all things work together for good to them that 

love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 

(Romans 8:28)  This leads us to an important issue of life—

objective of God and His plans versus the desire of man. God 

was aware of the craftiness of the new Pharaoh towards 

Israelites, but amidst this hostile environment, the blessing of 

God abounded upon His people. The Israelites were subjected to 

servitude of undue hard labor in building the treasure cities of 

Pithom and Raamses. The more the Egyptians afflicted them, the 

more the Israelites increased in number. The more God 

frustrated Pharaoh’s evil plans to kill the Hebrew children at 

birth.  
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The plan of God is to liberate man, and the desire of man is to be 

free. Freedom in the eyes of God is not the same as the 

interpretation of freedom to man. Freedom in the hand of God is 

a long-term project. Although God is all powerful and could get 

His will accomplished within a split of a second but in order that 

His intervention may flow with natural processes, He seemed to 

go at the pace of man who needed to be shaped from natural man 

to spiritual man. Freedom in the hand of man is a short term, 

quick-brew, instantaneous project. This could mean freedom 

today but bondage tomorrow. The objective of God is different 

from the desire of man. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 

your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9) 

Therefore, the procedural solution to the same need differs 

because of the different point of view and approach. One 

important principle to bear in mind is, “When God delivers, He 

delivers totally!”  

 

First of all, God created an environment that deserved a dire 

need of freedom for his people in Egypt. At the same time God 

created the desire in them to receive the freedom that God would 

offer. It is easier said than done. One thing is to offer a gift; 

another thing is for the gift to be appreciatively received. If an 

offer is made but there is no acceptance the offer is useless and 

therefore no contract. Why? If the Egyptians told the Israelites to 

go voluntarily on their own to the Promise land, the Israelites 

would refuse. It is like asking the African American to freely go 

back to Africa or asking the Jewish American to go back to 

Israel after so many years of contribution to the economy of 

United States of America. I won’t be surprise to see Al Sharpton 

and Jesse Jackson and other African American leaders leading a 

massive protest with placard chanting, “We ain’t going no 
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where!” “This is the only home we know!” And the Jews will 

not do otherwise. Their Rabbis with well-cultured beards and the 

yamakas carefully clipped to their hair, in their myrrh perfumed 

long-robe will lead the massive Jewish American protest and 

take over Brooklyn Bridge. They would vehemently protest the 

‘go home’ order. Perhaps they would say, “We have come to 

stay!” “This is our home!” It is natural.  The Israelites in the land 

of Goshen preferred the ‘just enough’ type of life they were 

living in Egypt. After four centuries of sojourn in Goshen, they 

did not know another home that they could call theirs. That was 

the definition of freedom to them at this time, as long as nobody 

bothered them. But the plan of God was different. Man sees with 

myopic eyes but only God sees reality. The Shepherd wanted to 

lead the flock to the land of ‘more than enough,’ the land that is 

flowing with milk and honey. This land was clearly entrenched 

in the covenant that God had with Abraham. The land was slated 

for the descendant of Abraham. God was about to give them 

their inheritance. But there is a price to pay. The price of pains 

and pangs. The price of trust and faith. The price of patience and 

obedience.  

 

The process of growth is always associated with pain. The 

period of growth is the silent and stagnant period of cocoon in 

the metamorphic stage of butterfly. It is not the effort of the 

insect that makes it grow at this stage, but the finishing touch of 

Almighty God. The period of hardship in the life of a righteous 

man may seem unbearable, cold, and lonely, but God is not 

trying to demoralize him for his righteousness.  Rather He is 

preparing him for a divine offer that he cannot reject. The 

Shepherd is working hard to prepare the flock for the next stage 

of his life. God is taking him to the higher ground. The undue 

hard labor upon the Israelites was a therapeutic exercise to keep 

them strong for the forty years of journey. Because they were the 
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common enemy of the Egyptians, they had a common goal of 

freedom. Unity resulted from the undue hard labor, and it 

strengthened the loose relationship among Hebrews. They 

learned how to sow together in tears so that at harvest time they 

could reap together in joy. They looked forward for the same 

unique freedom. They looked unto the same God of freedom to 

deliver them. They cried unto the Shepherd for deliverance. The 

Mighty Shepherd heard their groaning and responded swiftly.  

 

Do you know that God has sense of humor? At the peak of His 

hilarious miracles, He turns the wisdom of the wise to 

foolishness. “God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 

confound the wise . . .” (I Corinthians 1:27) When the Shepherd 

intervened to save His precious flock in Egypt He began with a 

condemned victim of the infanticide order of king Pharaoh, 

which stated that, “all newly born male children of the Hebrew 

in the land of Goshen should be thrown into the river.” A baby 

boy was born to a Hebrew couple in Goshen. The family 

managed to keep the baby against the law of the wicked king for 

three months. It came to a point where they could no longer keep 

the baby. The mother made a waterproof basket for the baby. 

The basket was left afloat on river Nile close to where the 

daughter of Pharaoh used to take her bath. His sister, Miriam, 

was hiding in the shrub to see what would happen to the baby. 

Not too long, the Pharaoh’s daughter was coming to the river to 

swim. But baby Moses was who had been under the warmth of 

his mother was now exposed to the cold wind of the Nile and he 

cried. And the daughter of Pharaoh heard the cry of a little baby 

floating on the river.  
 

Uu-aaah! Uu-aaah! Uu-aaaah! Uu-aaaaah!   

That was a cry for freedom from the little baby, an appointed 

Shepherd that will be a voice of judgment to the Egyptians and a 
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voice of freedom to the God’s people in the years to come. That 

was the voice of the one that would stand in the front of the king 

of Egypt and shook his kingdom with the divine power of 

Almighty God. The cry of anguish of an abandoned Hebrew 

baby alerted the king’s daughter. The first protest of the Hebrew 

deliverer received a response. She commanded one her maidens 

to fetch the baby. A beautiful baby boy was taken out of the 

floating bulrushes basket. She held him close to her breast on her 

arms. She propped up him on her arm to comfort him. Perhaps 

she kissed his little pink cheeks. She named the baby, “Moses,” 

because she drew her from the water.  

 

Then, Miriam, Moses sister, who was hiding nearby came out 

and appeared at the scene. She asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall 

I go and call a Hebrew nurse to nurse the baby for you?”  “Yes,” 

the princess said. And Miriam ran to call the Hebrew nurse—her 

mother—as expected. The so-called nurse, mother of Moses, 

came to Pharaoh’s daughter.  “Take this child away and nurse it 

for me and I will give thee thy wages.” Pharaoh’s daughter 

commanded. The nurse carried baby Moses to the palace of 

Pharaoh. That was the first victory for Moses, the servant of 

God. It was also the victory for the people of God. Moses, the 

yet-to-be shepherd of the flock of the household of Israel, was 

nursed and nurtured in the Pharaoh’s palace, under the king’s 

nose and Moses mother was fully paid for her nursing services.  

The wicked king did not know that the deliverer of the Israelites 

was being nursed, nurtured and taught in all kingly wisdom as 

the prince of Egypt under his roof. Isn’t it funny that God raised 

His servant in the palace of Pharaoh? Moses was counted among 

the princes of Egypt. 

 

Moses grew up with outstanding qualities of leadership. These 

qualities might not necessarily come from his root or from his 
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upbringing in the palace of Pharaoh but were undoubtedly a gift 

from God. He was a dynamic individual. He was highly 

intelligent, caring and considerate. He did not allow the 

affluence of the royal palace to suck out the wisdom and 

righteousness of God in him. Unlike the usual spoiling life of the 

princes, Moses did not allow the wealth of the palace to cloud 

his vision. Probity and fairness were exceptional attribute of 

Moses, which was why he could see that the Hebrews in the 

Goshen were suffering. Perhaps, he did not even know that he 

was a Hebrew man at first, but he could see the injustice meted 

upon the people of God. At the passage of time, he discovered 

whom he was—a Hebrew, and a son of slave. He chose the 

righteous course. He identified himself with his slave brethren. 

He stood up to defend righteous course, although in his own 

wisdom. One day, he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, Moses 

took side against the Egyptian. He killed him and buried him in 

the sand. The cat was let out of the bag and this information got 

to the Egyptian authority; Pharaoh did not take it kindly with 

Moses. This situation made him to flee to the wilderness of the 

Midianites. His quest for the liberation of his people separated 

him from his people in Goshen.  

 

Wait a minute, brethren! Do you notice a pattern here or is it just 

a coincidence of separation? Before the Shepherd begins a good 

work in the life of the flock, there is always a separation. The 

Shepherd separates the flock from the world known to flock to 

the world only known to the Shepherd. Whenever God want to 

begin a good work in the life of man, separation always herald 

the beginning. Separation defines the scope of the work and 

separation is always the borderline. Noah was singled out of the 

wicked generation for salvation. By commandment of God, 

Abraham was singled out of his kindred and was further 

separated from Lot before the manifestation of the promise of 
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God in his life. The resultant effect of deceit separated Jacob 

from Esau his twin brother. He fled to Haran to live with Laban, 

his uncle where he married two daughters of Laban and their two 

handmaids. This was the root of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Conspiracy and hatred of Joseph’s brethren separated him into 

slavery but by divine appointment God shaped him to prepare a 

place for his brethren in Egypt. John the Baptist came from the 

wilderness to enter the stardom of his ministry—to prepare the 

way of the Lord. Above all, at the apex of life of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, He was separated through the leading of Holy Spirit to 

the wilderness. The outcome of His wilderness experience 

manifested salvation, deliverance, and healing to the deplorable 

situation of mankind. Paul and Silas were separated for the 

different calling of the Holy Spirit. Certainly, there is a divine 

connection to this trend of separation that God wants us to pay 

attention to. When the calling of God is upon you and you are 

alone in the wilderness of your life, and everything seems to be 

upside down, perhaps you don’t even know how to approach the 

life, hang in there. You are going through the molding and 

shaping of your life. Be prepared. Summon up courage and set 

your hope on God. Seek His face earnestly with uprightness of 

mind. The Mighty Shepherd is working behind the curtain of 

your life preparing you for a big deal that will bring forth glory 

to His Holy name. 

 

Moses sojourned in Midian tending the sheep of Jethro, his 

father in-law.  He could not go back to his people in Egypt 

because of the felonious crime. Perhaps he had given up the 

quest to liberate his people. It is hard to talk about the spiritual 

sensitivity of Moses at this time. From all indication, it seemed 

that he was far away from the fold of the Shepherd. He lost 

touch with Israelites culture. He married the Midianite, which 

was against the practice of Hebrew at this time. They had two 
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sons. “The sons of Moses were Gershom and Eliezer.” (I 

Chronicle 23:15) And he did not circumcise his male children in 

line with the commandment of God perhaps due to the objection 

of Zipporah his wife who did not believe in the custom of the 

Hebrew. It almost ruined his calling. (Exodus 4:24-25) Perhaps 

the divine revelations through night dream seemed no longer 

communicated the mind of God to Moses. But the Shepherd that 

led him there did not forget him. At the fullness of time the 

spotlight of the Shepherd found him. Who is that man that God 

created, and he cannot arrest? David said, “Where can I go from 

your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to 

heaven you are there; if I make my bed in the depths you are 

there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side 

of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand 

will hold me fast.” (Psalm 139:7-10) What the vision of dream 

could not do, where spiritual impulses could not reach, divine 

signal attracted the attention of Moses.  

 

Moses was completely engrossed with the sheep but not too far 

from him he saw the bush burning but amazingly the bush was 

not consumed. A dutiful shepherd cannot ignore this because a 

burning bush may endanger the life of the sheep. Moses said, “I 

will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not 

burnt.” (Exodus 3:3) Moses left the sheep to see the great sight, 

perhaps out of curiosity.  The turning aside of Moses could be 

interpreted as turning off the worldly channels and turning on 

the spiritual channel of his heart. It could also mean the opening 

a new chapter of life in repentance from wicked and worldly 

ways of life. It could be interpreted as positioning self to 

spiritual receptivity or refocusing the eye of ones understanding. 

It could also mean looking directionally at God as the ultimate 

solution to the problem of mankind. Whatever the ‘turning 

aside’ meant to Moses it led him to hear the voice of the 
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Ultimate Shepherd. There is a great lesson to learn here.  If you 

do not turn aside from your engrossed way of life and seek the 

face of your Redeemer, you may miss the quiet, still voice of the 

Shepherd that is directing the path of your life. You may miss 

the spoken solution to the problematic situation of your life. You 

do not need the burning bush before you can turn aside. The 

gospel light is on, brighter than ever before. Your Bible is the 

source of the light. Gospel message is flashing brightly among 

the Christian gatherings through the servants of God. Christian 

revivals bring forth the light. Christian retreats recharge the 

spiritual battery of the gospel light. You can’t miss its bright 

shining light in the brotherly love, kindness and other good 

works that the Christians exhibit toward others for the glory of 

God. It is also available through the Christian tracts and gospel 

music. Amazingly, it is available at www.christlightbearers.org, 

www.thinkheaven.org and other Christian web pages. Turn on 

the spiritual channel of your heart to uplift the banner of God 

and shut down the worldly channels to cut the intertwined wings 

of Satan.  

 

And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called 

unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, “Moses, Moses. 

And he said, “Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh hither; put 

off thy shoes from off thy fee, for the place whereon thou 

standest is holy ground.  Moreover he said, I am the God of thy 

father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon 

God. And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my 

people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of 

their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come 

down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 

bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, 

unto a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the 

Canaanites, and the Hittities, and the Amorities, and the 
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Perizzites and the Hivities, and the Jebusites. Now therefore, 

behold, the cry of the children of Israel is come unto me; and I 

have also seen the oppression wherewith the Egyptians 

oppress them. Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto 

Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of 

Israel out of Egypt. (Exodus 4:4-10)  

 

The only righteous Ruler, the Creator of Heaven and Earth 

appointed Moses as the shepherd of Israel the people of God. 

Anointing oil did not establish his priesthood, but the anointed 

word of God did. There was no campaign and there was no 

election, there was no casting of lot. There was no manifesto and 

no opposition. There was no loser, only one winner emerged, but 

the winner could not jubilate. Instead, Moses exhibited his 

inadequacies. He expressed his weaknesses. There was no 

swearing in ceremony in the presence of the Father that knew the 

intent of man. Fear of unknown gripped Moses. There was 

anxiety. There was an excuse. “I am not eloquent; I am slow of 

speech and tongue.” He said. “Who gave man his mouth?” “Is it 

not I, the Lord?” God asked Moses. ‘When the Israelites would 

asked me, “What is the name of Who sent me?”’ Moses asked.” 

“I AM THAT I AM.” “Tell Israelites, I AM has sent me to you.” 

God answered. Moses had no choice in the presence of I AM 

THAT I AM. The comforting words of God assured him, “I will 

be with you.” Moses was not giving an instrument of office but 

the shepherd rod in his hand that he used to tend the sheep of 

Jethro, his in-law, became a rod of victory. 

 

Was God appointing a shepherd over His people because He was 

tired and not able to cope with the large population of the 

Israelites? Absolutely not! On the contrary, He was bringing 

perfection to what He began among His people. Abraham was in 

the time past dealing with the Shepherd he did not see. 
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Faithfully, he walked in the path of righteousness before the 

Lord. Isaac did not lose sight of God. Although Jacob had what 

seemed to be a rough start, he acknowledged God in his life 

journey. God wanted to bring his people close to Himself. He 

wanted to reveal Himself unto man in a new dimension of 

relationship. God wanted to establish a link through which His 

people would be able to touch His presence.  The link was 

Moses, the appointed shepherd of the Israelites, the vast people 

of God, to lead on behalf of them in the presence of Pharaoh, to 

bridge the gap between God and the Israelites, to reveal the mind 

of God to people, to express the need of people to God, to 

establish the trust of God in the mind of His people and to 

become a voice of judgment against the heathen nations.  

 

Moses did not have much problem in convincing his brethren in 

Goshen that the Lord had sent him. The elders of the Israel in 

Goshen cooperated, and an appointed delegate brought forth the 

request of God before Pharaoh the king of Egypt. Moses 

appeared before Pharaoh with the request of God: that the king 

might let the Israelites go to worship God in the wilderness. The 

word of Israelites leaders before the king was like a feather 

hitting a strong wall. Pharaoh trivialized the request of Moses, 

the servant of the Most High, with disdain and said, “Who is the 

Lord that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the 

Lord, neither will I let Israel go.” The king commanded the 

taskmasters that the labor of the Israelites be increased. The pain 

of rejection of the request and the anger that the Israelites 

exhibited towards Moses when their labor was increased brought 

an overwhelming frustration and discouragement to Moses. 

Amidst his catalogues of excuse and murmuring Moses sought 

the face of God to give Him the negative outcome and response 

of his encounter with Pharaoh. God took Moses to another level 

of revelation.  God revealed Himself unto Moses. “I am the 
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Lord: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto 

Jacob by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH 

was I not known to them.” (Exodus 6:2-3) When a divine 

revelation becomes known to the children of God it means that a 

new order is declared operative in the spiritual realm. A divine 

solution is released to solve the perennial problems of mankind. 

This was not an indication that the name “Almighty God” has 

become obsolete. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the 

righteous runneth into it and is safe.” (Proverbs 18:10) In 

addition to the existing power in the name of God, the name 

Jehovah spelled divine deliverance and victory for the entire 

generation of Israelites. The name spelled divine provision for 

the desperate needs of the Israelites. The name spelled judgment 

for the enemies that arrogated themselves against the will and 

purposes of God. “I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and 

Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.” (Exodus 7:1) The 

Shepherd encouraged and empowered Moses. He went back to 

Pharaoh and once again requested the release of the Israelites to 

go to the wilderness to worship their God.  

 

Moses presented the petition of the Israelites as the Lord bade 

him before Pharaoh. This time, the king asked for a miracle and 

Moses asked Aaron to cast down his rod before Pharaoh. God 

uses the treasures in the hand of a righteous man to bless him. 

An insignificant treasure in the hand of a righteous man is as 

effective as dynamite. It endures for the glory of God, and it is 

always sufficient for the purposes it is applied. The insignificant 

staff that Moses used in the shepherd field to control the sheep 

and cattle became a devastating weapon when the presence of 

God with Moses manifested. The rod in the hand of Moses 

became a rod of victory that manifested signs and wonders. Even 

in the presence of the hardhearted Pharaoh, the staff in the hand 

of Moses turned to a serpent. One may wonder why God told 



Appointed Shepherd and the Flock 

- 53 - 

 

Moses to cast down his staff in the presence of Pharaoh. It was a 

spiritual battle-challenge against the god of serpent that the 

Egyptians worshipped. The Pharaoh magicians felt insulted that 

their god was trivialized by the signs and wonders that the staff 

of Moses represented. They felt challenged. They cast down 

their staff and were turned into snakes. At this point Moses was 

in a state of quandary and was completely void of what to do 

because God did not tell him what the response of the Pharaoh’s 

magicians would be. However, he held his peace and stood still. 

The serpent of Moses’ rod represented the manifestation of the 

miracle of God and the serpents of the magicians represented the 

manifestation of their counterfeit miracle. It was like a stormy 

force of darkness waging war against the force of light. At that 

very moment, the Holy Spirit took over the battle. “When the 

enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall lift 

up a standard against him.” (Isaiah 59:19) The Holy Spirit 

raised a higher standard against the demonic serpents of Pharaoh 

and the serpent of Moses swallowed all the serpents of the 

magicians. The magicians were stunned and devastated. The 

magicians went home that day without their staffs. The defeat 

was a message that the hand of God was against the Egyptians 

evil gods. It was also an assurance of faithfulness of God that 

His presence was with Moses. The first battle regarding the 

release of the children of God in Egypt occurred in the spiritual 

realm and was won in the spiritual realm. The confidence of the 

idolaters was shaken. The miniature powers of darkness that the 

serpents of Pharaoh’s sorcerers represented were captured and 

eternally locked in in the belly of the staff of Moses.  I still 

wonder how the rod of Moses digested those evil serpents of the 

magicians.  

 

One may be tempted to ask, “Was it out of hatred that God 

judged the Egyptians?” Absolutely not! God loves man 
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passionately. He created man in His image. He loved Egypt as a 

nation, but He abhorred sin committed by anybody in any 

nation. If a nation committed sin, he would judge them 

corporately.  

 

Covenant was the reason why the deliverance of Israelites 

became imperative before God. The covenant itself was a 

covenant of righteousness. God required Abraham to walk 

uprightly with him because of this covenant. “I am the Almighty 

God; walk before me and be thou perfect.” (Genesis 17:1) 

Covenant came into existence in good faith and the execution of 

it must be in good faith as long as the party to the covenant does 

not frustrate any clause of the covenant. Abraham fulfilled his 

own aspect of the covenant and faithfully upheld the 

commandment of God till he died. God swore an oath in His 

name to uphold the covenant. The covenant gave right to the 

primary beneficiaries named in the covenant, which in this case 

were the descendants of Abraham. If any of the beneficiaries 

sinned against God, the judgment of God would still come upon 

the sinner, but it would not in any way rescind the covenant 

upon the righteous remnants of the party privy to the covenant. 

“I will maintain my love to him forever, and my covenant with 

him will never fail. I will establish his line forever, his throne as 

long as the heaven endure. If his sons forsake my law and do not 

follow my statutes, if they violate my decrees and fail to keep my 

commands, I will punish their sin with the rod, their iniquity with 

flogging; but I will not take my love from him, nor will I ever 

betray my faithfulness. I will not violate my covenant or alter 

what my lips have uttered.” (Psalm 89:28-34) Covenant confers 

the righteousness of the party privy to the covenant to his 

righteous beneficiaries as long as the beneficiaries continue to 

dwell in righteousness. Although at this point in time, the 

Israelites were living among the idolatry nation, they were 
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innocent and justified. First, because they were the descendants 

of Abraham they were justified by the covenant and secondly, 

because they were the victims of slavery. Unjust enslavement 

was the only reason why Pharaoh was withholding the Israelites. 

That was the clash of interest. Apart from the fact that Israelites 

were the people of God, God abhors slavery.  In addition, the 

nation that was enslaving the people of God, Israelites, was 

idolatry nation that did not know God nor acknowledge Him. 

When there is a clash of righteous interest between righteous 

God and unrighteous man, of course, the righteous God will 

prevail!  

 

Lack of integrity and uprightness of mind of Pharaoh was the 

reason why each of the judgments came upon Egypt. For selfish 

reasons, Pharaoh frustrated every agreement he had with Moses 

to the detriment of his nation. He had an opportunity to avert the 

calamities, but he paid the price of pride and dishonesty by not 

honoring his words. The Egyptian sorcerers and enchanters who 

had been counterfeiting the miracles of God beheld the 

calamities acknowledged saying, “This is the finger of God.” 

(Exodus 8:19) Even if Pharaoh was blind to this truth the 

congress of abominable sorcerers and enchanters that surrounded 

him did not keep him in darkness. But Pharaoh would not yield 

because he considered himself a god. “A fool hath said in his 

heart, there is no God.” (Psalm 14:1) The staff of Moses 

became an instrument of judgment upon King Pharaoh and his 

kingdom for his wickedness and his hardheartedness. Every 

rejected “Let my people go,” plea of Moses brought forth 

unprecedented devastating judgment upon the king and his 

kingdom. Nearly all the judgments of God upon the Egyptians 

were connected to the usage of the staff of Moses. 
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The water in Egypt was turned to blood (Exodus 7:19-20)  

The frogs evaded the nooks and corners of Egypt. (Exodus 8:5-6)  

The plague of gnats engulfed Egypt (Exodus 8:16-17)  

The swarms of flies overtook Egypt (Exodus 8:20-24)  

The plague on livestock (Exodus 9:1-6)  

The plague of festering boils (Exodus 9:8-12)  

The unprecedented hailstorm came down over Egyptians 

(Exodus 9:22-24)  

The evasion of locust over Egypt (Exodus 10:12-15)  

 

The same staff in the hand of Moses and the divine presence of 

God paved the way of deliverance from the Egyptians in the Red 

Sea for the Israelites. (Exodus 14:15-16)  The same staff was the 

instrument of provision of water for the Israelites in the desert of 

Rephidim.(Exodus 17:4-6) And lastly the same staff was the 

staff of victory against the Amalekites. (Exodus 17:9-15) 

 

When one considers the versatility of the all-purpose rod of 

Moses one may wonder and ask, “How can a dry stick in the 

hand of Moses be controlling the work of nature?” There were 

two effective forces at work simultaneously here—the spiritual 

and the physical. Apparently, Exodus 7:19-20; 8:5-6; 9:22-23; 

10:21-22 before every miracle, God commanded Moses to raise 

up his staff. When the staff is raised, miracle manifested. There 

is something important that the word of God is pointing us to 

here. Every time we raise our hands up towards heaven in our 

heart-felt fellowship with God, it is a gesture of surrender. When 

we sincerely do this, we are communicating unto the Lord that, 

He alone is worthy of our praises. He alone we surrender our 

whole being. He alone can turn the problems of our lives to 

prosperity for His glory. We are reaching out for the fullness of 

His presence. We are telling him to cause the little treasure in 

our hand to function for His glory. The rope jumper in Olympic 
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games does it, perhaps he does not know why. If he does not lift 

up the rod in his hand, he cannot go beyond the height of the rod 

when he jumps. The same way, you have to lift up your spirit, 

soul and body unto the Lord, in complete submission, totally 

yielding unto Him in order that you might achieve your spiritual 

height. In other words, when we seek the face of God, the true 

reflection of our inward man before God must indicate that we 

need His help. We must pray that he may intervene in our 

situation because Jesus Christ enjoined us to ask, to seek and to 

knock with assurance of His divine response.  

 

When the staff of Moses is lifted up in obedience to the 

commandment of God, the anointing of God came upon it in the 

spirit and caused it to function miraculously. It was interpreted 

in the spirit as ‘action time’. The host of heaven is at alert. It is 

like loading a missile and ready to be launched. But the anointed 

tongue of an anointed man of God programmed its specific 

functions in prophesy according to the will of God in order to 

direct the course of its action and the staff manifested 

miraculously according to the divine specification. When a need 

arises among the children of God it triggers off a purpose that 

necessitates divine intervention in the spirit. When man turn to 

God in prayer we are programming the course of action of the 

divine intervention concerning that need. The prayer and 

supplication of man must be programmed in agreement with the 

divine will of God and in faith for divinity to superimpose the 

spiritual. When divinity superimposes spiritual it produces 

supernatural miracle in the physical. It is a mystery. It is a 

spiritual law. A miracle must happen. If a need arises among the 

children of God and there is no sign of divine intervention, 

watch out, there may be sin lolling in the camp. Sin blocks the 

spiritual communication between the Shepherd and the flock. 
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When you think you are not saved, I ask, “Do you have the heart 

that can believe? Do you possess a mouth that can confess Jesus 

Christ?” When you lift up the believing heart before God and 

you open your mouth to confess Jesus Christ as the Son of God 

and you genuinely repent your sins, I tell you, you have decoded 

the combinations of salvation.  The miracle of salvation will 

manifest. It is a mystery! When you say you don’t have power, I 

ask, “Can you pray?” When you pray the miracle will happen. 

When you are overwhelmed with the problems of this world, and 

you think the end has come, lift up your tiny faith like a mustard 

seed and prophesy to the mountain in your life to be removed 

into the sea. The blind Bartimaeus raised the only little treasure 

he had, and shouted, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” People around him asked him to shut up but he persisted 

louder. “JESUS, THOU SON OF DAVID, HAVE MERCY ON 

ME!” And Heaven stood still, because the Son walked according 

to the will of the Father. Inter-heavenly communication took 

place. “And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called.” 

“What will thou that I should do unto thee?” Jesus asked. 

“Lord, that I might received my sight,” replied the beggar. “Go 

thy way; thy faith hath made thee whole.” Jesus commanded. 

And the miracle happened—the blind man received his sight. 

(Mark 10:46-52) 

 

The Widow of Zarephath was only left with a “handful of flour 

and a little oil in a jug.” In fact, it was the last meal she intended 

to make for herself and her son after which they would die. God 

does not need a lot to bless His children. That little and 

unworthy treasure was enough to cause the miracle of God to 

manifest. The man of God, Elijah, told her, “Don’t be afraid. 

First make a small cake of bread for me from what you have and 

bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your 

son. This is what the Lord God of Israel says: ‘The jar of flour 
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will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the 

day the Lord gives rain on the land.’”  (I Kings 17:8-14) That 

was the specification of the anointed tongue that launched the 

miracle. According to the word of God, the little resources 

sustained them through out the famine period in the kingdom of 

Ahab. 

 

A little cloud as small as a man’s hand sighted at the seventh 

time of watching of Elisha, the servant of Elijah, was the little 

treasure that made the difference between the three- and half-

year drought in the kingdom of Ahab. With a great expectation 

and the fervent prayer of the righteous, the anointed tongue of 

Elijah prophesied that the rain was coming. “Go up, say unto 

Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop 

thee not.” (I King 18:44) 

 

When the disciples of Jesus Christ reported that there were only 

seven loaves, Jesus Christ bid the multitude to sit on the ground 

because the "little" is enough for the glory of God to be 

manifested. (Mark 8:1-8) Jesus Christ took the seven loaves and 

gave thanks—a clear sense of appreciation. It was more than 

this. With the thanksgiving, Jesus ordered the specific miracle 

according to the divine intention of God to meet the needs of the 

multitude. It is not only a lesson that we should thank God 

before and after our meal everyday. More importantly, it is a 

lesson that we should thank God for "little," those things we 

considered insignificant. In any situation we may find ourselves 

we need to understand that the divine presence of God is there 

with us. The multi-functioning effect of the little treasure in your 

hand will manifest for the glory of God if you lift it up in faith, if 

you let it flourish in trust and obedience, and if you launch it out 

with anointed tongue in thanksgiving. When you apply this 

spiritual principle to your material situations, whatever may be 
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its nature, you will experience the mightiness of God in your 

"little." 

 

-----ooo0ooo----- 

 

How long does it take a fool to belief in God? His entire life on 

earth and eternity in hell fire is the answer unless God intervenes 

before he dies. The Shepherd decided to deliver the flock with a 

stretched hand, but a fool said, ‘Over my dead body.’ Sure. 

According to the words of the fool, he would become part of the 

waste product that the feet of the delivered people will step upon 

on their way to victory when the Mighty Shepherd stepped into 

the battle line. An adage says, “Upon whose head a pod of 

coconut is broken, the person does not and cannot participate in 

drinking of its milk.” That was the portrait of the hardhearted 

and stubborn king of Egypt. Nine times judgments of God came 

upon Pharaoh and his kingdom. Nine times he refused to make 

good his promise to release the Israelites. The last judgment was 

the last straw that broke the camel’s back. Moses had earlier 

warned him that the rejection to this last plea would trigger off 

the death of the entire first born of the Egyptians. But Pharaoh 

disregarded the warnings. The Shepherd has His own timetable. 

Anybody that does not flow with the timetable of the grace of 

the Shepherd will forfeit it be left behind shambles. Pharaoh did 

not flow in the extended grace of the Shepherd, nor did he heed 

the warnings of God. With his hardened heart he trivialized the 

grace of God and judgment came down hard upon him. 

 

God had prepared His children for the journey of their 

deliverance.  He revealed to them the glimpse of the secret of 

salvation that had been kept from the wise and the wicked since 

the beginning of ages.  He handed down His plans to His faithful 

servants, Moses and Aaron. Take a year old, male lamb without 
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blemish or defect from the mother for each family on the 10th 

day of the first month of Abib the year of Israel and keep it until 

14th day of the month. The age of the lamb connotes innocence. 

Between 10th and 14th there were three days. We shall touch that 

later.  The word “take,” in the verse means ‘separate.’ It means 

the choice lamb should be separated from its mother and 

consecrated for the three days.  In those three days the separated 

lamb would not be permitted to follow its mother to graze the 

grass.  If the lamb was suckling before, it was taking from it in 

those three days.  If the separated lamb was in the season of 

mating with sheep before, it would be removed from it within 

those days. The lamb was separated from the natural group of 

flock it belongs to.  It is like taking liberty from the lamb for 

godly purposes. In other word the lamb was consecrated and 

made holy for the glorious purposes of salvation. Think about 

how liberty was taken from the Lamb that was slain for our sins 

before He was sacrificed on the Cross of Calvary. Remember 

those famous three days of dark hours in the grave before the 

resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Let us consider the precision of the procedure of the institution 

of Passover Feast. The feast has never been celebrated among 

Israelites before the occasion.  The purpose of the celebration of 

the feast was the Lord’s own absolute plan to deliver His own 

people at all costs from the hand of their taskmasters in Egypt. In 

the camp of Israelites at Goshen, the consecrated lamb was 

slaughtered in the twilight of the 14th day. The slaughtered lamb 

must not be eaten raw. Also, it must not be cooked in the pot 

with water, milk or seasonings. It must be roasted on fire. It must 

be eaten in haste and none of it must be preserved till morning. 

Please note something important. No matter how patient you 

might have been in cooking meat on the charcoal barbecue fire, 

there will still be some blood trapped in the meat. The meat must 
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be eaten with bitter herbs. There are many edible sweet herbs 

that the Israelites could have chosen from, but God commanded 

them to eat the meat with bitter herbs on this occasion for a 

purpose. The unleavened bread (bread without yeast) may not be 

a tasteful bread.  It represented the body of the Lamb of God. 

That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, 

along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast.  This is 

how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 

sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. (Exodus 12:8, 

11) The bitter leaf represented the recognition of their sinfulness 

and the judgment thereof, and the eating of the atoned roasted 

lamb represented their identification with the righteousness of 

the Lord. The combination of the bitter herbs, the roasted meat 

and the unleavened bread in this special meal is an interpretation 

that their sins had been atoned for by the blood of the lamb and 

also, they were therefore divinely preserved. We can behold the 

mystery of salvation plan in the institution of Passover in the 

way that God symbolically presented Christ to save the Lord’s 

people in the land of Goshen. The same salvation plan 

manifested thousands of years later to deliver the whole world 

from the clutches of Satan. The divine plan of God in instituting 

the Passover Feast was that the Israelites might symbolically eat 

the body and drink the blood of Jesus Christ, so that when God 

beheld any of the redeemed from His seat of mercy in Heaven, 

He will only see the image of Jesus Christ in them.  

 

God made the destructive plague to recognize two things in 

Egypt, the blood of the lamb at the doorpost and the first born of 

Egyptians. The destructive plague visited every house in Egypt 

as well as the house of Israelites in the land of Goshen. First 

born is the first fruit of a family.  Biblically the first male child 

of a family is the heir of the family.  The plague killed the entire 

first born of Egyptians in judgment but when the plague sighted 
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the blood at the doorpost of the Israelites, death passed over their 

first born and salvation became their portion because the choice 

lamb had been made to die instead of them. The generation of 

the entire first born in Egypt, their heirs were all cut off one day, 

at the same time the entire first born of Israelites were preserved. 

You will now understand that the loss of the first born of 

Egyptian in the same day and at the same time when the 

preservation of the first born of Israelites translated into 

deliverance in salvation in the camp of Israelites Goshen. In this 

dramatic deliverance, God revealed the power of blood as an 

important element in the process of salvation of man. It also 

revealed that death is the assured wages of sin. “The wages of 

sin is death . . .” (Romans 6:23)  

 

The anguish of the painful loss among the Egyptian was 

unbearable. There was no house in Egypt that was not bereaved 

of a first-born except the camp of Israelites in Goshen. Anguish 

mingled with anger, the Egyptian took to the street in great 

demonstration shouting, “Let the Hebrew go! Let the Hebrew 

go!” It was not written in the Bible that there was demonstration 

in Egypt, but it was obvious that the severity of the judgment of 

God and the resultant pressure from the Egyptians forced 

Pharaoh to succumb to the highest authority. “And Pharaoh rose 

up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; 

and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house 

where there was not one dead. And he called for Moses and 

Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among 

my people, both ye and the children of Israel and go, serve the 

Lord as you have said.” (Exodus 12:30-31) 

 

Free at last. Pharaoh ordered it. The gong announced it. The 

trumpet echoed it. The street of Goshen went agog in celebration 

of the freedom the people of God. Joy unspeakable engulfed the 



Shepherd and the Flock 

- 64 - 

 

camp of the righteous.  It was also the payday for the children of 

God for their centuries of servitude to the Egyptians, in that the 

Israelites turned to the Egyptians to borrow gold and silver for 

their proposed sacrifice in the wilderness to God. It was recorded 

that Egyptians generously gave unto the Israelites. In no doubt 

this might sound unintelligent especially when the Egyptians 

were preparing for the funeral of their first-borns. The hand of 

God was upon the Israelites, and they received the divine favor 

of God in the sight of the Egyptians.  The exodus assembles 

began immediately. They did not have anything to pack that had 

not been packed. Each tribal heads gathered their families and 

their animals to the assembly ground waiting for the traveling 

directions and instructions of Moses. The leaders assembled and 

Moses mounted the podium. He encouraged the congregation 

and assured them of the presence of God in their journey to the 

wilderness. He bid them to go, he led the congregation, and they 

began their journey to the wilderness. 

 

The Israelites did not go too far before the hot pursuit of Pharaoh 

was sighted afar off. The finest Egyptians chariots and their 

charioteers were pursuing the Israelites. The Israelites were 

trapped between Migdol and the Red Sea. They could not run 

away because there was not where to hide, and they could not 

face the Egyptians because they did not prepare for war. They 

became weary and dejected. They thought they were helpless 

because they did not see the mighty help that was coming from 

above. 

 

The Israelites came to a dead end in their lives, and they cried 

out in anger and despair unto Moses and said, “Were there no 

grave in Egypt that you wanted us to die in the wilderness?”  

When man sees problems, God beholds a solution.  When we 

behold prosperity, God may be seeing danger.  We may be 
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wondering why this is so. Our focus is tainted with selfishness 

and worldliness.  I mean the selfishness and worldliness that is 

borne out of the different forces that are operating around us.  

These were the factors that clouded the vision of the Israelites at 

this moment thereby rendering their judgments and decisions 

concerning the situation at hand inaccurate and wrong.  If a man 

is walking in the Spirit, he will not walk in darkness. Israelites 

saw defeat but Moses saw victory even when victory is not 

foreseeable. With the anointed tongue of Moses, he declared the 

salvation of Israelites as well as the destruction of the Egyptians 

chariots and the charioteers, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the 

salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you today; for the 

Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no 

more.  The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your 

peace.”  (Exodus 14:13-14) Every detail of the prophetic 

statement of Moses came to pass that day. 

 

Moses sought the face of the Lord. And the Lord handed down 

His deliverance plan. “Wherefore criest thou unto me? Speak 

unto the children of Israel that they go forward: But lift up thy 

rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea, and divide it: and 

the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst 

of the sea.” (Exodus 14:15-16) “Go forward” instruction of God 

when the Israelites had no place to run to was not directing their 

physical movement, rather it was an address to their spiritual 

states of mind. It means they should set the eyes of their mind on 

victory that was beyond the defeat that was staring at them. It 

was an encouragement that the hopeless and helplessness was 

over because divine help had taken over. The downcast should 

begin to bubble with joy. They should not allow their enemies to 

catch them napping in the torrent of fear because their salvation 

had come. 
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The heavenly host assumed their positions round about the 

people of God. The angel of the Lord that was leading in the 

front of the congregation moved behind them.  The pillar of 

cloud that was manifesting before them now moved behind them 

and separated the Israelites and the Egyptians. It provided light 

to the Israelites but darkness to the Egyptians to keep them apart 

at a remarkable distance. Moses stretched out his hand over the 

sea and the unimaginable occurred. The awesome manifold 

power of God manifested. A strong and powerful east wind 

divided the sea and rolled its water backward. It formed a 

mountain wall on both sides and dry ground in between. Reading 

about this miracle will not suffice until you capture the entire 

visual image in your mind. Visualize that you are one of the 

Israelites trapped between the sea and the threatening war and 

you are completely overtaken by fear. And the heaven opened, 

like a dream but in reality, an impossible way was mysteriously 

paved for you in the sea. It was like the love of God manifested 

physically and folded his arms around you in His breast. It was 

like Hands of mercy enfolded you to comfort you. It was a joy 

unspeakable. Yes! The sea yielded to the power of the Creator 

but who dared to take the first step to walk in the dry ground 

amidst the high wall of deep ocean on both sides? Bravado 

caved in and took the back seat. None of the God’s people was 

bold enough to dare take the first step. But it was a child play for 

faith. A Spirit filled and faithful servant of God, Moses, took the 

first steps of faith on the dry ground in the Red Sea and the 

children of Israel followed him unto safety.  

 

The veil of the pillar of cloud over Egyptians was removed and 

they saw Israelites afar off in the heavenly paved way within the 

sea. They pursued them with intent to overrun and utterly 

destroy the people of God. “Shall the prey be taken from the 

mighty, or the lawful captive delivered? But thus saith the 
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LORD, Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and 

the prey of the terrible shall be delivered: for I will contend with 

him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy children.” 

(Isaiah 49:23-25) God contended with the enemy that contended 

with the people of God according to His word. When the 

Pharaoh finest charioteers were in the middle of the sea, the 

Israelites have safely crossed into safely on the other side of the 

sea. And the sea closed up against the Egyptians and they all 

perished in the sea.   

 

We may wonder and ponder why did God have to open the sea 

to deliver Israelites? There is always an element of permanence 

in all the divine intervention of Almighty God among other 

things to establish a spiritual principle, faith building reference 

and a demonstration of his unalloyed love and mercy. 

God opened the sea for His own to establish and exhibit His 

mercy among His people and glorify Himself among them. “It is 

of the Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not.” (Lamentation 3:22) 

  

• The parting of the sea was a remarkable means of 

deliverance to His flocks, but it was also a means of 

destruction to the enemy. The same water that 

provided a save-haven to the Israelites became a 

death trap for the enemies. Water was the instrument 

of salvation that ushered in the people of God into 

His kingdom. The blood of Jesus Christ is a spiritual 

detergent that cleanses from all sins (I John 1:7) but 

the water washes our sins. (Acts 22:16) The blood of 

the lamb of Passover had cleansed them and passing 

through the cloud of the Red Sea on a dry ground 

washed them in baptism. “And were all baptized unto 

Moses in the cloud and in the sea.” (I Corinthians 
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10:2) This was not the first salvation by water and of 

course not the last.  Also it was not the first judgment 

by water. The ark of Noah – boat of salvation in the 

time of Noah floated on water for forty days, the 

same water swallowed all the wicked generation of 

Noah. With water, John baptized people. Jesus Christ 

went through the same baptism to fulfill all 

righteousness in the hand of John at River Jordan. 

Jesus Christ said to Nichodemus, the secret disciple, 

“Except you are born of water and the spirit . . .” 

(John 3:5) The Ethiopian Eunuch was ushered into 

the kingdom of God through water baptism. “. . . and 

they went down both into the water both Philip and 

the eunuch; and he baptized him.” (Acts 8:38) Water 

is one of the three that bears witness on earth. “And 

there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, 

and the water, and the blood.” (I John 5:8) 

 

• To manifest His presence among His people. “When 

thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 

and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: 

when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 

burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” 

(Isaiah 43:2) “The eyes of the LORD are upon the 

righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry. The 

face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut 

off the remembrance of them from the earth.” (Psalm 

34:15-16) 

 

• God opened the sea to deliver the Israelites but 

permanently shut the sea behind them so that it would 

become practically impossible for any Israelite to 

return to the enslavement of Egypt as some Israelites 
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were nursing the idea of going back to Egypt for 

garlic and onions. “We remember the fish, which we 

did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the 

melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the 

garlic.” (Number 11:5) This is to teach us that God 

does not want His children to return to the state of 

sinfulness of idolatry and worldliness. 

 

• And lastly, to give His children a new song. No 

wonder after the miraculous deliverance, Moses and 

the people of God sang a song saying, “Who is like 

unto thee, O Lord . . .”          

 

The Israelites journeyed on after their dramatic deliverance in 

the wilderness. Day by day, month-by-month, God proved 

Himself in their lives. The Shepherd met the needs of the flock 

as the needs arose. The wilderness they were passing through 

was a desert. Do we need to be reminded the discomfort that 

associates with traveling in a desert where water was as precious 

as gold. Think of sandstorm and the accompany dusts in the 

incredible intensity of the sun. Think of the dehydration as the 

major problem of people traveling in the desert. Imagine how 

thirsty they might have been especially the young ones among 

them. The Mighty Shepherd rose to the occasion. The pillar of 

cloud shielded the people of God from the intensity of the sun 

and therefore the sandstorm and the dusts subsided. God 

miraculously provided water for them from the rock to quench 

their thirst. The dehydration had no effect upon them in their 

forty years journey in the wilderness. The desert was not an 

arable land that could be cultivated for farming purposes. The 

Israelites might have brought some foodstuff from Egypt that 

could sustain them, probably for some weeks but certainly not 

forever. Again, the Lord rose to the occasion. He provided 
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manna for His people in the wilderness. They did not have to 

plant and wait for the harvest season before they have their daily 

meal. It was reminiscent of the divine provision for Adam and 

Eve in the Garden of Eden when they were living in the 

abundant of the Heavenly Father in the garden planted by the 

Creator. The desert is not a conducive environment that wild 

animals can survive in. Animals generally live close to where 

water can be found. Therefore, the people of God did not and 

could not hunt for animals to meet their daily ration of protein. 

Apart from the fact that they need meat for protein supplement, 

meat had been part of their daily meal when they were in Egypt. 

The Israelites now traveling in the wilderness now crave meat. 

They murmured and grumbled about it. Again, God rose to the 

occasion and provided meat for them in the wilderness. Quails 

filled up their camps. They had more than enough ration of 

protein than they need.  

 

Water, food and meat were the three needs that the scripture 

recorded that God provided for the Israelites in the course of 

their journey in the wilderness. There was no healthcare problem 

mentioned among them because God took away sickness and 

disease from them. Flu shot and TB shot were unimaginable and 

was not available to them. They were never educated about 

disease preventive measure. They did not know anything about 

airborne disease nor knew how to prevent it. They were divinely 

immunized against environmental disease-causing bacteria and 

viruses as they were conquering one kingdom to another. 

Plagues were completely far removed from them because God 

rebuked health devourers on their ways.  

 

The Israelites were not described as naked travelers as they 

journey through the wilderness. They were not hunters that 

depended largely on the animal skin to cover their nakedness, as 
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it was the practice in those days, yet for those forty long years in 

the wilderness God clothed his people mysteriously.  

Has it ever crossed your mind that Israelites were harmless 

civilians that left Egypt without a weapon? They did not have 

weapons of war neither did they know how to use one. Who 

taught them how to device weapons of war? Who taught them 

how to use them? Who organized their military formation, 

strategies and logistics? How did they become mighty warriors 

and mighty men of valor that conquered thirty-one kingdoms in 

the west part of River Jordan alone? “. . . all the kings thirty and 

one.” (Joshua 12:24) How did they defeat the Anakites? “The 

people are strong and tall – Anakites! You know about them and 

have heard it said: ‘Who can stand up against the Anakites?’” 

(Deuteronomy 9:2) How did they govern themselves and what 

system of government was in operation among the children of 

God at this crucial time of their lives? These are the basic things 

that a country needs to survive as a nation. God divinely 

protected them and prevented them from disasters.  

 

We are touching these points in this book to reveal the 

mightiness of God in the lives of His beloved children. I am 

pointing these out to reveal that the mercy of God endures 

forever. God always meet those needs that we consider 

insignificant in our lives, even before we open our mouth to 

make request, He filled them with His blessings. How much 

more will be our eternity in heaven with Him be if only we can 

walk according to His will. “But as it is written, Eye hath not 

seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 

the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.”  (I 

Corinthians 2:9)  

 

Many a times we assume that the major job description of Moses 

was to stand on behalf of Israelites in the presence of Pharaoh 
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and to lead them to safety across the Red Sea. His job 

description was more than these. Moses was not a priest in 

Israel, His role before God was more than priesthood. “Listen to 

my words: When a prophet of the Lord is among you, I reveal 

myself to him in visions. I speak to him in dreams. But this is not 

true of my servant Moses; he is faithful in all my house. With 

him I speak face to face, clearly and not in riddles; he sees the 

form of the Lord . . .” (Number 12:6-8) God did not call 

anybody in Israel on the same level He called Moses. Moses was 

the link between God and the Israelites. That was why God 

appointed his brother, Aaron, as a priest and spokesman for 

Moses. He spent forty years of his youth in Egypt; he spent his 

second forty years in Midian before God called him. After the 

deliverance of Israelites from their taskmasters in Egypt, Moses 

led the people of God and continued their journey in the 

wilderness until they came to Mount Sinai. Three months after 

they left Egypt God called Moses to prepare the people and 

sanctify them for two days because the presence of God will 

come down in the sight of all people upon Mount Sinai. 

  

Moses went to school. He was a full-time student, an on-campus 

student of God on Mount Sinai. His convocation took place 

amidst the cloud and thunders and earthquake upon the Mount 

Sinai. The Lord appeared in His awesome glory upon the mount. 

The Israelites beheld His glory and were dazzled. They said unto 

Moses, “Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let not God 

speak with us, lest we die.” (Exodus 20:19) The Lord bade him 

to come up to the mount. This was the ultimate part of his 

calling. He was before the presence of God for forty days on 

Mount Sinai where he obtained the Ten Commandments. He 

graduated from the college of Holy Spirit. He learnt directly 

from the Creator, the Citadel of wisdom and Master of Universe. 

The duration of his course was forty days and forty nights. He 
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obtained a degree that was not comparable with any other degree 

in the whole world. But unfortunately, he failed the course after 

he obtained the degree. A bombshell isn’t it! We shall come to 

that later. Let us dig deep into the commandment first.  

 

The ten commandment was an instrument of office of Moses as 

the Spiritual leader of Israelites to guide him in other that he 

might righteously leading the people of God. The Ten 

Commandments was intended to establish a clear-cut 

relationship between man and God, and also between man and 

his neighbors. A lasting relationship cannot exist between two 

without a mutual law guiding the two parties in the relationship. 

The law may be written, verbal or could be an assumed 

expectation that is borne out of the high integrity that the two 

possess towards each other. It is prevalent among couples and 

friends. God made the Israelites appear before him at Mount 

Sinai so that they can hear law coming directly from the Lord so 

that it would not be as if Moses was imposing his own set of law 

upon the people. The first four of the commandments revealed 

the Lord’s instruction on how His people should reference Him 

in the position of preeminence over anything, worship Him and 

hold Him high up as our only object of worship and set aside a 

quality time to worship Him. The first four establish our 

relationship towards our Creator. The last six commandments 

revealed our relationship towards humanity. The modified 

version of last six commandments became the cornerstone and 

foundation of our moral code and the customary and criminal 

laws of all nations of the whole world.  

 

Beyond the Ten Commandments, God gave Moses the detailed 

analysis of each of the Ten Commandments that spelt out the 

lay-down ordinances that guided the priest in the temple and 

burnt offering. It also clearly stated the rules and regulation that 
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guide judging righteously among the Israelites. Ten chapters, 

that is Exodus chapters 21 to 31, were devoted to the analysis of 

the commandments. These laws were known as the Law of 

Moses, and it was in force in Israel until the coming of age of 

Christianity.  

 

Before the end of the forty-day of Moses in the presence of God 

on the mount, the Israelites had become corrupted. They 

returned to the idolatry culture of Egyptians. They coerced 

Aaron to make a calf image as an object of worship. They 

offered sacrifice unto it and said that the molten image of calf 

was the god that brought them out of Egypt. God was angry and 

bade Moses to go down to his people because they have 

corrupted themselves. Moses sought the face of God and pleaded 

and repented for the sin of Israelites. He came down from the 

mount and met his people wallowing in the sin of idolatry. He 

was provoked into anger, and he destroyed the tablets of stone 

that contained the Ten Commandments. When God revealed to 

him that the Israelites have engaged in idolatry, He was in other 

words telling Moses to go back to his people to set his household 

in order. He did not incite him to destroy the two precious stones 

that contain the inscription of the fingers of God with anger. 

“Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which 

were upon the face of the earth.” (Numbers 12:3) The meekest 

man ever recorded in the Bible was overtaken in anger and 

destroyed the product of what took God eighty years and about 

six months to prepare Moses to obtain in the fury anger of few 

minutes. That was the failure of Moses. And anger was the 

cause. All these real-life occurrences became prophecies of the 

things to come among the Israelites. It directly reflected that 

idolatry among the people of God and their unbelief will be the 

bane of their relationship with the Shepherd and anger will bring 

forth judgment of God to nail its coffin. All the prophets that 
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God raised in Israel both the major prophets and the minor 

prophets were called because of the unprecedented abomination 

of idolatry that later engulfed the land to remind them about the 

law of God and the judgment thereof. “Be not hasty in thy spirit 

to be angry: for anger resteth in the bosom of fools.” 

(Ecclesiastes 7:9) Moses was unable to implement the law 

immediately among the Israelites because the instrument of the 

law had been destroyed. He had to start all over again. “Now I 

had stayed on the mountain forty days and nights, as I did the 

first time . . .” (Deuteronomy 10:10)  

 

There is something important to note about the failure of Moses. 

It took God one day to create man with all the complex 

structures of human body, the bones and numerous delicate 

organs and all the network of neurons and spinal cords 

connected to man’s brain as well as all the network of blood 

capillaries, but it took God eighty days and nights to inculcate 

His divine wisdom upon a matured, intelligent, levelheaded and 

righteous man on how to govern themselves in righteousness. 

Apart from the fact that man is dull in learning, it is inherent in 

man, due to the selfish nature of flesh, to operate his own agenda 

and disregard the law of God. 

 

The Lord said to Moses, “Take the staff and you and your 

brother Aaron gather the assembly together. Speak to that rock 

before their eyes and it will pour out its water. You will bring 

water out of the rock for the community so they and their 

livestock can drink.” So Moses took the staff from the Lord’s 

presence, just as he commanded him. He and Aaron gathered 

the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to 

them, “Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of the 

this rock?” Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice 

with his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their 

livestock drank. But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 
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“Because you did not trust in my enough to honor me as holy in 

the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into 

the land I give them.” These were the waters of Meribah, where 

the Israelites quarreled with the Lord and where he showed 

himself holy among them. (Numbers 20:7-12) 

     

Meribah means quarreling. The people of God quarreled and 

rebelled against God and His servant Moses because of water. 

Some must have opined that God should have provided water for 

them before the people rebelled. Remember that I mentioned 

earlier in this book that whenever God wants to give an 

important gift to His children, He always prepare them for the 

gift so that they will not have any reason to reject it. God gave 

Moses a specific commandment: to gather the assembly together 

and speak to the rock that it may pour out its water for the 

people and their livestock to drink. But instead of speaking to 

the rock as God bade him, Moses struck the rock not only once 

but twice and he did so out of the fury of anger. He said, “Listen 

you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?” A brief 

analysis of this scenario will reveal a lot of things that we have 

been taking for granted. The people needed water and the water 

came out for them to drink. To some people, the matter is 

settled. The people of God did not know how the water came by 

neither did they know the source. When God asked Moses to 

assemble the people and speak to the rock in their presence, God 

intended a solemn assembly of the people of God for an 

important purpose that had never been revealed to humanity 

before the time.  It was never in the record of God walking with 

His people that speaking to the rock brought about bursting out 

of millions of gallon of water for over three millions of people to 

drink. 
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God intended to reveal to Israelites firstly, that they may know 

that the water came from the rock through the mighty hand of 

God. Furthermore, the purpose was more than quenching their 

thirst. All along, the Israelites have been eaten the manna in the 

wilderness which represented the body of Jesus Christ, the water 

from the rock was meant to give them spiritual drink from the 

fountain of life, which was to represent the blood of Jesus Christ.  

The New Testament revealed this deep secret and says: “They 

all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual 

drink, for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied 

them, and that rock was Christ.” (Corinthians 10:3-4)  

 

To whom much is given, much is expected. In other words, 

because of anger of Moses, a servant of God who should have 

known better, denied the people from beholding the glory of 

God, and at the same time made them to drink the spiritual drink 

with condemnation. “He that hath no rule over his own spirit is 

like a city that is broken down, and without walls.” (Proverbs 

25:28) Moses, a very meek man above all the men upon the face 

of the earth, allowed anger to rule his spirit for a moment. Moses 

unintentionally dishonored God with his anger, and made it 

appear that he was the provider of water to God’s people. The 

glory of God will not and must not be shared with anyone. “I am 

the Lord: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to 

another, neither my praise to graven image.” (Isaiah 42:8) 

Moses stood up before the Israelites by the Red Sea and 

declared, “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the 

Lord,  which he will shew to you today; for the Egyptians whom 

ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more.  The Lord 

shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace,” the same 

Moses said in the fury of anger, “Listen you rebels, must we 

bring you water out of this rock?”  The anger of Moses altered 

the course of history of Israel and presented God as a Father that 
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cannot forgive His faithful servant. That was the dishonoring. 

“Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in 

the sight of the Israelites . . .” Contrary to this notion, God is a 

righteous God, and He is a righteous judge. Moses said of God, 

“He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are 

judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is 

he.” (Deuteronomy 32:4) God told him, “You will not bring the 

community into the land I give them,” and as a result, he did not 

reach the Promise Land.  
 

At the water of Meribah the miracle that would have brought joy 

to the children of God turned to sadness. Yes, they got the water, 

and their thirst was quenched but they did not have the fullness 

of the glory of God because the people of God provoked Moses 

into anger because of their slandering, nagging and rebellious 

attitudes. A little patience, a little tolerance and understanding 

among the people of God would have made difference in this 

matter.  
 

This is a challenge to you, beloved of the Lord: do not allow 

self-interest and self-centeredness to destroy the purpose of God 

in the life of the people that God has placed you over as their 

leader. The rebellious flock got to the Promised Land not 

because of their righteousness but because of the covenant of 

His mercy that endures forever. The first appointed shepherd 

beheld the beautiful land afar off; he did not get there not 

necessarily because of the disappointment but because of the 

integrity that God placed upon His word. Anger was the obvious 

weakness of all humanity. The same weakness manifested in the 

ministry of Moses. This little anger cost Moses his lifelong 

achievement. Moses went to mount Nebo to the top of Pisgah. 

He beheld the beauty of the Promised Land, but he died on the 

mount. God buried him in a valley in the land of Moab against 

Bethpeor. Till this day, no man knows where he was buried. He 
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that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth 

his spirit than he that taketh a city. (Proverb 16:32 KJV) My 

dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 

listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for man’s anger 

does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. (James 

1:19 NIV)  
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         CHAPTER  

Chief Shepherd 

And the Flock  
 

And when the Chief Shepherd 

shall appear, ye shall receive a crown 

of glory that fadeth not away. 

I Peter 5:4 
Sins abound among the people of God. The covenant of God 

upon Abraham and his children cries louder before the Throne of 

God. Sin is repulsive to God but the covenant He swore by His 

name is a pet baby of Almighty God and must be honored. The 

Lord is a merciful Father, but at the same time He is a 

consuming fire. The Merciful God had a choice. A choice to 

annihilate all the sinful men among his people in the fierce and 

devastating judgment, but His mercy endures forever. “It is of 

the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his 

compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy 

faithfulness.” (Lamentation 3:22-23) His faithfulness to the 

covenant He made, activated His mercy towards the household 

of Israel that were now living a wanton life of sin. The 

generations that experienced the mightiness of God had passed 

away and populations of the wicked became enlarged and they 

followed their own self-styled life that is void of righteousness 

of God. In the infinite mercy of God, many shepherds came after 

Moses to lead the new generation of God’s people, to remind 

them of the law of God and caused them to walk in obedience to 

His will.  Each of the shepherd has different calling to achieve 

the same mission and the same goal. All the shepherds reference 

the ultimate Chief Shepherd and they all bore witness of His 

greatness as revealed to them by the Spirit of God in their 

prophecies. 

4 
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The role of Samuel cannot be ignored in that he was the spiritual 

leader of Israel when the era of kings began in Israel. The 

prophetic ministry of Samuel began when Eli failed in his 

priesthood and when the Israelites needed a spiritual leader that 

was sensitive to God. Samuel was the spiritual king of Israel 

when the Israelites had no king. He was the voice and wisdom of 

God unto the Israelites. “And Samuel grew, and the LORD was 

with him, and did let none of his words fall to the ground. And 

all Israel from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel was 

established to be a prophet of the LORD.” (1 Samuel 3:19-20) 

Samuel anointed Saul, the son of Kish, as the first king in Israel 

when the Israelites desired a king. When Saul disobeyed God in 

his kingship, God asked Samuel to anoint David the son of Jesse 

as the king of Israel.   

 

Ezekiel, son of Buzi, the priest of Zadokite, was called to be a 

prophet unto the Israelites while in the captivity of Babylon. God 

commissioned him as a “watchman for the house of Israel” to 

reveal the anger of God hanging over Israelites because of their 

wickedness. Through this faithful servant, God revealed unto 

Israelites the invasion of enemy nations into Jerusalem. He also 

revealed His judgment against the nations that invaded Israel. 

God used the judgment and restoration of Israel to point the 

household of Israel back to Him alone that could deliver them. 

God gave Ezekiel clarity of Heavenly vision. In the spirit, 

Ezekiel saw God in His Holiness in order that the detail of the 

vision may set a standard of holiness expected of the Israelites, 

the people of God. As a watchman for the house of Israel, God 

did not leave Ezekiel in the darkness concerning the sin of Israel 

and the inevitable consequential judgment. The reason for the 

judgment of Israelites was described in the allegory of Oholah 

and Oholibah, the two adulterous sisters that perfectly describes 

the state of spiritual decay of Samaria and Jerusalem when the 
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Israelites completely forsook the Living God and followed after 

idol gods.  

 

“Son of man, I have made you a watch man for the house of 

Israel; so hear the word I speak and give them warning from me. 

When I say to a wicked man, ‘You will surely die,’ and you do not 

warn him or speak out to dissuade him from his evil ways in 

order to save his life, that wicked man will die for his sin, and I 

will hold you accountable for his blood.” (Ezekiel 3:16-18)  

 

Through the revelation, the merciful God created room for the 

repentance of Israel, but unlike the people of Nineveh, the 

people of God would not repent their sins and forsake their 

wicked ways. In the revelation of Ezekiel, the hand of judgment 

of God came down upon the Israelites heavily. However, the 

mercy of God still endured forever. The spirit of God took 

Ezekiel to the valley of dry bones and made him prophesy to the 

dry bones. In the vision, the dry bones joined, bone-to-bone, and 

sinew covered them. He prophesied again and the dry bones 

became living beings—a vast army of Israel—as a clear 

assurance of the restoration of Israelites. 

 

“For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all 

the countries and bring you back into your own land.  I will 

sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse 

you from all your impurities and from all your idols.  I will give 

you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from 

you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.” Ezekiel 

36:24-26 

 

Prophet Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, was a priest in the land of 

Benjamin. Jeremiah was called for specific divine purposes—he 

was set over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out, to 

pull down, to destroy, and to throw down, to build and to plant. 
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(Jeremiah 1:4-10) Like Moses, Jeremiah considered himself as 

somebody incapable to honor the calling, he said: “‘Ah 

Sovereign Lord’, I said, ‘I do not know how to speak; I am only 

a child’” But the Lord told him, “Do not say, ‘I am only a 

child.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I 

command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and 

will rescue you,’ declares the Lord.” Jeremiah was called to be a 

prophet to Judah. To reveal the disasters looming upon Judah for 

their callous disregard and disobedience of God’s law. He 

faithfully and boldly confronted the leaders of Israel and many 

other people with their sins—kings, false prophets, those at the 

temples and those at the gates. He prophesied the destruction of 

Judah. He prophesied about their 70-year captivity in Babylon 

and their eventual return from exile. He was also known as the 

weeping prophet because of the vision of anguish of destruction 

that would overtake Israel. “My eyes fail from weeping. I am in 

torment within, my heart is poured out on the ground because 

my people are destroyed, because children and infants faint in 

the streets of the city.” (Lamentation 2:11) He stood firm 

through the difficult times of his life and God was faithful to him 

because the presence of God never departed from him. 

 

Elijah the Tishbite came to the spiritual limelight when most 

prophets in Israel had either been killed by Jezebel or ran away.  

Prophet Elijah is better known as the Prophet of Fire. He was 

raised to be a voice of judgment against the detestable 

abomination of idol worshipping practices in Israel.  The word 

of Elijah brought forth a judgment against the kingdom of Ahab 

and also became a padlock of nature that locked off rain in the 

kingdom of Ahab for three years because the Baal worshippers 

in Israel believed that the god of Baal was responsible for 

abundance of rain that fall in Israel that brought about their 

bumper harvest.  At the fullness of time, after a period of three 
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years of devastating famine in Israel, God directed Elijah to 

appear before Ahab to unlock the padlock of nature so that rain 

may fall in Israel. The re-appearance of Elijah in the presence of 

Ahab did not only bring forth rain, and it also brought a dramatic 

and devastating judgment upon the four hundred and fifty 

idolatrous prophets of Baal. His appearance brought glory to 

God and established in the hearts of the people of Israel that God 

of Elijah is the only God to be worshipped and adored because 

He answered his prayer with a consuming fire from Heaven: 

 

The power of light challenged the power of darkness. A sacrifice 

of bullock upon wood without lighting the burnt offering with 

fire was agreed upon. Elijah made an offering for the King of 

Glory, Almighty God, and the prophets of Baal made another for 

the lord of darkness, the idol god of Baal. The four hundred and 

fifty prophets of Baal were asked to call on the name of their 

idol god to accept their offering by fire. And Elijah would call 

upon the name of his God to accept his offering and bring fire 

upon the offering sacrifice. The God that consumed the sacrifice 

with fire would be exalted and revered. (I Kings 18:23-24) The 

prophets of Baal called on their god from morning till evening; 

their lifeless idol god did not and could not respond because it 

was lifeless idol god. The very moment that Elijah called on his 

God, fire came from Heaven and consumed the offering of 

Elijah.  The rest of the scenarios is the story of faithfulness of 

God in the ministry of His servant. You can read the details of 

the miraculous event. (I Kings 18:31-41) 

 

Daniel was a slave in the captivity of Babylon. God did not 

specifically call Daniel like other prophets, and he was not 

commissioned as a prophet to any nation, but the life he lived 

was a gospel to the Israelites in captivity. Nevertheless, he 

recognized that he was called into the vineyard of God at the 
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difficult time in Israel because of invading enemies. He was 

mightily used for the glory of God. Ability to foretell future 

according to God’s will is one of the characteristics of these 

servants of God. It is only the people that are anointed by the 

Holy Spirit can possess this rare ability. In no doubt, God 

glorified Himself among some of the Israelites that were in the 

captivity of Babylon.  

 

The life of Prophet Daniel revealed the lifestyles of some the 

prophets that were not mentioned in the Bible. The Bible did not 

give details of the prayer life of Ezekiel and Jeremiah; the 

scripture did not mention how they waited upon God by fasting. 

These were the inherent activities of these faithful men that kept 

them in tune with God. Daniel believed in his calling and stood 

by it.  He believed in his convictions and stuck to it. Even when 

he was in the service of the king, he demonstrated a powerful 

control he has over his appetites. He ate carefully and lived 

prayerfully. He gave up the rich food of the heathen king and 

settled for vegetables and milk.  

 

Whenever he was in trouble, he took his trouble to God in 

prayer. Daniel sought wisdom from the wise God to know the 

dream of the king Nebuchadnezzar’s dream to him. The king 

demanded that the wise men in his kingdom must know the 

king’s dream and its interpretation or else they will be killed. 

Daniel sought the face of God and the forgotten dream of the 

king and as well as the interpretation was revealed to him. God 

has a way of forcing the hands of enemies to elevate His 

servants. As a result, Daniel found favor in the sight of the king, 

and he became an adviser of king Nebuchadenezzar during his 

captivity in Babylon. Daniel was a quiet and righteous 

revolutionist. He never allowed any situation to stand between 

him and his prayer life. He was thrown into the lion’s den 
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because of his prayer life but God shut up the mouth of the lions 

and delivered him. Again, God glorified Himself in the life of 

Daniel. His holy name was not put to shame in the ministry of 

Daniel. The law of Persia and Medes that had never been 

changed in history was amended and the king commanded that 

all people in his kingdom must be worshipping the God of 

Daniel. Faithfulness of Daniel brought about the amendment of 

the ancient laws of the province. 

 

Daniel was a great champion to his friends in the captivity. They 

looked unto him as their hero and they drew a lot of inspiration 

from his lifestyle. When Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

faced the greatest trials of their lives, they handled the situation 

with the same conviction they found in the life testimony of 

Daniel. They stood firm and told the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, 

we do not need to defend ourselves before your in this matter. If 

we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able 

to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 

But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we 

will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have 

set up.” (Daniel 3:16-18) The king became so furious and 

ordered them to be thrown into the fiery furnace. God honored 

his word and manifested His presence with the three servants of 

God. “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 

and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over 

you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the 

flames will no kindle upon you.” (Isaiah 43:2) Miracle 

manifested in the opened eyes of the king and the king in 

amazement, said, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and 

threw into the fire?” Look! I see four men walking around in the 

fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of 

the gods.” (Daniel 3:24-25) God glorified Himself in the lives of 
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the three Hebrews servants of God the burning fiery furnace has 

no power over them. 

 

Daniel was privileged to behold the vision of the Church of 

Jesus Christ centuries before its manifestation.  

 

I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of 

man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient 

of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was 

given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 

people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 

away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed. 

Daniel 7:9-14 

 

The earlier vision of image of gold, silver, brass, iron and clay 

alloy and a stone was cut by an unseen hand and smote the 

image to a fine dust. And the wind blew it away. The stone grew 

in replacement of the image and filled the whole earth as 

revealed to Daniel. This vision was confirmed by another vision. 

In this vision God revealed the glimpse of His majestic throne 

and its splendor to Daniel.  In the vision the Son of Man (Jesus 

Christ) came to the Ancient of Days (another name of God) and 

three important things were given unto Him – dominion, glory, 

and kingdom.  Two out of these three invaluable things were 

mentioned in the vision.  “His dominion is an everlasting 

dominion which shall never pass away, and his kingdom that 

which shall not be destroyed.” Daniel 7:14 There was a 

prophetic statement concerning dominion and kingdom in the 

vision but there was no clear-cut explanation of the prophecy. 

There cannot be a kingdom without the instrument of authority 

of the kingdom. The instrument of authority of the kingdom of 

God is the dominion. The dominion is the divine scope of 
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control, power and might and the span of His divine authority is 

upon heaven and earth. “All power is given unto me in heaven 

and in earth.” (Matthew 28:18) The word “glory” in the vision 

was not revealed to the prophet. But this is not an indication that 

it will not manifest. The time of its manifestation may not be 

known to mankind, but it will certainly be fulfilled. “Behold, he 

cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 

which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail 

because of him. Even so, Amen.” (Revelations 1:7) 

 

The presence of God was with the Prophet Isaiah, son of Amoz. 

He was made a light to the household of Israel, to be the 

mouthpiece of God revealing the wickedness and rebellious of 

Zion. He was also called to comfort the oppressed with hope that 

their righteousness will not go without adequate reward. Prophet 

Isaiah was walking with God on a close relationship basis that 

brought about the deep revelation. I say this because if you take 

into consideration the blueprint of salvation, which was only 

known to God but was clearly revealed to the man of God about 

the conception, birth, the divine work of salvation and the death 

of Jesus Christ, it would not be difficult to concur that it is truly 

noteworthy. Seven centuries before Jesus Christ was born in 

Bethlehem, Isaiah had the revelation that a virgin will bear the 

pregnancy of Jesus Christ. “Therefore the Lord himself shall 

give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) He knew the 

names that Jesus Christ will be known by throughout the entire 

universe. “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and the government will be upon His shoulders. And He will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace 

there will be no end. He will reign on the throne of David and 

over his kingdom, to establish and sustain it with justice and 
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righteousness from that time and forevermore. The zeal of the 

LORD of Hosts will accomplish this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7) The 

revolution of peace of Jesus Christ was revealed to the world 

through Prophet Isaiah “Behold my servant, whom I uphold; 

mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit 

upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall 

not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in the street. 

A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax shall he 

not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. He shall 

not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment in the 

earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.” (Isaiah 42:1-4) Also. 

the nature of His death was revealed unto Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 

53:4-12) 

 

We are not able to cover all the servants that God used in the 

Bible, to direct the path of man, to mold and shape His children, 

to teach man His ways, to reveal His anger as a result of their 

sins and to assure them of His infinite mercy if they can turn 

away from their wicked ways. There are certain things common 

to all prophets that we can learn. They were all ordinary people 

like us but were elevated by God for specific purposes. They 

were all called by God to be servants unto Him and to hear from 

the author of life through revelation, and to become 

spokespersons of God in righteousness. They did not represent 

their own interests and they were not out to profit through their 

services to humanity.  They could be described as people that 

God had given special powers to develop their spiritual senses. 

They all had a measure of the manifestation of the Holy Spirit. 

That was why they saw situations from the point of view of God. 

They were the voice of God to His people. According to the plan 

and principle of creation of man—to be in dominion over the 

creation of the world, God ruled in the affairs of men through 

these chosen servants. They listened to God and God harkened 
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to them in the day of their needs. This was not in reciprocity of 

their activities before God, but in the integrity of His holiness 

and faithfulness in honoring His words.  They were either a 

voice of blessing or a voice of judgment upon the people or 

nations that deserved it. They were very bold and very 

outspoken. They went through trials and tribulations; some were 

arrested, some imprisoned and yet still, some were killed for the 

course truth they believed in. When God called the shepherds to 

His vineyard, He did not promise them a smooth tenure in 

tending the sheep. God did not tell the shepherd that the fox 

would not come to trouble the sheep.  He did not promise them a 

rosy avenue to success.  Nevertheless, He promised them His 

continuous presence and a resounding victory—a victory that is 

not measured in our own scale success but in His spiritual scale 

of success. 

 

"Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who 

planted a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress 

in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers and went 

into a far country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his 

servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. 

And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, 

and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the 

first, and they did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his 

son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when the 

vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, 'This is 

the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.' So they 

took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he 

do to those vinedressers?" They said to Him, "He will destroy 

those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other 

vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their 

seasons." Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the 

Scriptures: 'The stone which the builders rejected Has become 
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the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord's doing, And it is 

marvelous in our eyes'? "Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of 

God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the 

fruits of it. And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but 

on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder."  Matthew 

21:33-44 

 

In the parable of Wicked Tenants, the landowner considered the 

tenants as partners, the people he could trust. For this reason, he 

committed his precious vineyard into their hands. They were to 

nurture and tender it; make the vineyard beautiful that people 

around may become envious of it. The vineyard of the Lord was 

Israel. The Israelites were counted worthy before God. They 

were described as a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a peculiar people, and the apple of the eyes of Almighty 

God. That was the position of Israelites before God. The tenants 

were the legalistic cum religious leaders of Israel; Pharisees and 

Sadducees who were supposed to live above the standard of 

flesh and implement the righteousness of God among the 

Israelites. The landowner, of course, is the Mighty Shepherd, the 

God Almighty. The servants of the landowner were His 

righteous prophets and the priests. They were the watchmen of 

Israel who strove day and night to ensure that their people knew 

the righteous will of God. Several servants that were sent and 

were prepared by the anointing power of Holy Spirit, to live 

above the standard of the flesh so that they were able to weigh 

the vineyard of the Master in the scale of righteousness, assessed 

the activities of the tenants whether they were in compliance 

with the set standard of the Master.  
 

The wicked tenants found themselves wanting because they did 

not meet the Master’s standards. In order to destroy the evidence 

of their wickedness, the Pharisees conspired against God’s 

servants. They frustrated the prophets, imprisoned them or even 
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killed them with their wicked devices.  The tenants were bunch 

of wicked people from various ranks and files of Israelites. 

Together, they stood against righteousness in Israel and thereby 

frustrated the good work that God intended to perfect among His 

people.  In effect, they caused the people of God to stumble. 
 

In this parable, God demonstrates His loving kindness by 

sending His beloved Son to the wicked tenants despite their 

savagery towards the servants He had earlier sent.  He hoped 

that they will have a change of heart towards His Son and gave 

His visitation a favorable consideration. Yet, the tenants would 

not listen, and their wickedness waxed stronger. This was not a 

case of ‘mistake of identity.’ They knew that the Son of God is 

the heir of the vineyard, they deliberately and intentionally 

conspired against Him.  They said, “This is the heir, let us kill 

him and take his inheritance.” And they did!  
 

This metaphorical parable summarized the passage of time of 

Jesus Christ on earth. There are two categories of people that 

were affected by the visitation of Jesus Christ on earth – the 

people that love the truth and therefore shaped their lives by it.   

I am the way the truth and life, nobody come to the Father 

except through me.” These are the people that fall on the corner 

stone and were broken by it. They lose the self which is 

interpreted as selfishness and also tantamount to sinfulness, but 

they gain righteousness in the package of grace that the Lord 

offered them at the Cross. The second category is constituted of 

people that closed their eyes to the truth and set their minds 

against righteousness. They deluded themselves in their 

hypocrisies. They trivialized the amazing grace. They claimed to 

live by the law but were found wanted under the law. These 

were the people that the cornerstone fell upon and were crushed 

completely in judgment. 
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The Chief Shepherd was revealed in the judgment of God upon 

Devil, the archenemy of man, when Adam and Eve blown it in 

the Garden of Eden. God said unto the serpent, “And I will put 

enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and 

her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 

heel.” (Genesis 3:15) The Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, was 

first revealed as the Seed of the Woman. Jesus Christ is the Seed 

that will come through woman, in the generation of man that 

will, in one day bruise the head of the seed of Satan, and in the 

same vein the seed of the serpent will also bruise the heel of 

Jesus Christ.  
 

You will note that throughout the ministry of Jesus Christ on 

earth, He has no record of any friendship with Satan, and was 

never involve in sinful deeds that characterize the deed seed of 

Satan according to the word of the judgment of God in the 

passage. This is because light and darkness have no accord. “… 

and what communion hath light with darkness? And what 

concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that 

believeth with an infidel?” (2 Corinthians 6:14-15) Bruising the 

heel of Jesus Christ was completed at the Cross of Calvary but 

bruising of the head of Satan manifested when Jesus Christ 

resurrected from the grave. If Satan knew that Jesus Christ 

would resurrect in victory over death, he would not have 

instigated the wicked power that be then to kill Jesus Christ on 

the Cross.  

 

The revolution of peace of Jesus Christ was revealed to the 

world through Prophet Isaiah “Behold my servant, whom I 

uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I have put my 

spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. 

He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause his voice to be heard in 

the street. A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking 
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flax shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto 

truth. He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set 

judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law.” 

(Isaiah 42:1-4) Also. the nature of His death was revealed unto 

Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 53:4-12) 

 

Isaiah did not only prophesy about the birth and ministry of 

Jesus Christ, but also went further in the open revelation about 

the ministry of John the Baptist, as the fore-runner of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Chief Shepherd. “The voice of him that crieth 

in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 

be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and 

the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 

see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.” 

(Isaiah 40:3-5) John, himself confirmed the prophesy of Isaiah 

when people asked him, who he was.  “Then said they unto him, 

Who art thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. 

What sayest thou of thyself? He said, I am the voice of one 

crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as 

said the prophet Esaias.” (John 1:22-23) 

 

The Chief Shepherd was gloriously appointed, called and 

commissioned at the introduction of Jesus Christ by the Father 

Himself and expressly. At the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ 

at River Jordan by John the Baptist, “… the heavens were 

opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove, and lighting upon him: And lo a voice from heaven, 

saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

(Matthew 3:16-17) Please pay attention to this introduction. 
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1 The heavens were opened.  

2 The Spirit of God descended like a dove and lighted upon 

Jesus Christ. 

3 “This is my Beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  

 

Heaven opened and the three God Heads lined up vertically from 

Heaven to earth, and there was a divine communion of the 

Trinity, that is—Heavenly Father, Holy Spirit and the Son of 

God, Jesus Christ. Heaven spoke and confirmed the deity of our 

Lord Jesus Christ the Chief Shepherd. As if this was not enough, 

again, in an awesome glory of transfiguration of Christ, Moses 

and Elijah, heaven spoke. “… behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which 

said, ‘This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear 

ye him.’” (Matthew 17:5) I always wonder what were the 

shepherds that had long gone before was discussing with Jesus 

Christ, the Chief Shepherd.  However, heaven opened once 

again and the same confirmation of the Sonship of Jesus Christ 

as the Son of God was once again reiterated along with a 

succinct commandment, “Hear ye Him” 

 

In these two scenarios, where Almighty God, the Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ introduced Him to the world as His Son and 

also commanded, “Hear ye Him” is the fulfillment of the 

prophesy of Daniel that the Heavenly Father, the Ancient of 

Days had given His Son a dominion, and glory, and a kingdom 

that all people, nations and languages should serve Him.  “I saw 

in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came 

with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and 

they brought him near before him. And there was given him 

dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 

and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting 

dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that 
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which shall not be destroyed. (Daniel 7:9-14) To shed more light 

on the introduction of the Heavenly Father, it is like when the 

chairman of a corporate entity called all the combined meeting 

of the shareholders and various directors of the organization and 

introduced his son, and appointed him as the Chief Executive 

Officer of the company to take charge of the affairs of the 

company.  From that moment of appointment, the son, the Chief 

Executive Officer possessed the authority and the final say 

regarding the affairs of the company. Anyone on the surface of 

the earth who does not humbly hear the good news that 

proceeded from the mouth of Jesus Christ and the echo of the 

same gospel from the Apostles of Jesus Christ does it at his or 

her own spiritual peril. Whoever refused to harken unto Him 

carved himself out of the mercy and grace of salvation.  

 

At the age of twelve, the youthful shepherd in Him wanted to 

begin leading unannounced before his time at the age of twelve. 

He was busy in the synagogue rubbing minds with the scribes 

and the Pharisees. His earthly parents were troubled because 

they thought he was lost. They began to search for Him. They 

found Him in the temple where He was shepherding and sharing 

thought with the wise men of His time. His parents challenged 

Him, “Son where have you been, or why did you trouble us so 

much?” Jesus Christ said, “I must be at my fathers work.”  This 

response may seem odd to some of us, but this is very true. Jesus 

Christ was at work exchanging thought with the wise men of His 

time. Christ was simply reminding His earthly parents that it is 

never the responsibilities of the flocks to search for the 

Shepherd. It is the duty of the Shepherd to look for the lost 

flocks.  
 

The matured shepherd in Jesus Christ was patient and sensitive 

to time. He waited for the appointed time of God. Even when a 
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need arose in Cana of Galilee where He did His first miracle, His 

mother consulted Him to do something. His response was 

somehow reluctant. The reluctance should not be misconstrued 

as disobedience but should be seen as emptiness of self that 

humbles ‘self’ before all powerful God and fully trusting upon 

His divine ability for the fulfillment of His calling. He said, 

“Woman, my time has not come.” Mother eagle knew the set 

time for the baby eagle to fly. The earthly mother of Christ that 

God used as timing-clock of His life knew her son very well. It 

is like Mary was emphatically saying in her consultation with 

Jesus Christ, “I behold extraordinary power in you. Exercise it. I 

behold the power of deliverance in you. Now come to the rescue 

and help the people in need in the marriage feast.” You 

understand the rapport between mother and her child. After her 

consultation with Jesus Christ, she turned to the maiden and 

said, “Whatever He tells you to do, do it” She left the scene and 

continued in other aspect of the wedding activities. She neither 

pressed to see what the Shepherd will do. Because she knew the 

ability of the Shepherd and surely the Shepherd knows how to 

take care of miraculous business in the very moment of need. 

 

At last, Jesus Christ declared the nature of His ministry.  He took 

the mantle of the mission of mercy and reconciliation He came 

to accomplish on earth.  He declared who He is and clearly 

separated the wheat from the shaft in His parable of good 

shepherd and began to say: 
 

I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life 

for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the 

shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 

coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf 

catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling 

fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the 
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sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 

am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so 

know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 

also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 

shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” (John 10:11-16) 
 

The honored duty of Shepherd entails a lot of sacrifice.  Jesus 

Christ was implying in the parable that the dedication and 

commitment of the Shepherd was the reason why the Shepherd 

smelt like the sheep and was ready to lay down his life for the 

sheep.  The shepherd never considers the flock as property or 

means of actualizing wealth. The shepherd saw strength in the 

increasing population of the flock.  He beholds friendship and 

faithful companion in his relationship with the flock. It is always 

at the back of the mind of the shepherd that ‘the flocks need my 

presence to live.’  This thought was deeply entrenched in the 

mind of our Lord Jesus Christ, the shepherd of our soul, and He 

knew that humanity—the flocks, need Him to live. “Looking 

unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 

that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

(Hebrews 12:2) He is the author of our salvation. This singular 

focus was the reason Jesus Christ endure the Cross to save 

humanity from the destructive power of sin. He took our place 

on the Cross so that we can live and be perfectly reconciled with 

the Father as we repented our sins.  That is why the Cross will 

not be completed if Jesus Christ the Son of Man, our Chief 

Shepherd was not crucified on the accursed tree and our 

salvation will not have been evidenced if the clutch of grave is 

still holding His dead body.  
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In the course of the duties of the previous shepherds in the 

scripture, many of them were easily provoked to anger. Anger 

marred the faithful services of these shepherds. Noah was 

provoked and he cursed his grandson, Canaan, because of anger. 

Noah may have a genuine reason to be angry because his son 

who was supposed to cover his nakedness laughed at the folly of 

his drunkenness, but his anger and the fact that he cursed people 

that God had blessed did not affirm Noah’s righteousness. 

Moses the chosen shepherd of the household of Israel broke the 

table of stone that contained the law of God before he could 

implement it with Israelites. The people he was leading to the 

Promised Land provoked him to break the table of stone when 

he found them worshipping idol.  Further, Moses could not reach 

the Promised Land because of anger. The ingratitude of 

Israelites and their idolatrous mindedness provoked Moses into 

anger. The little children provoked Prophet Elisha. They said to 

him, ‘Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head.’  Elisha was 

provoked, “And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed 

them in the name of the LORD. And there came forth two she 

bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them.” 

(2 Kings 2:24) Forty-two children were destroyed because the 

Prophet was provoked into anger. This is horrendous. Killing 

forty-two children because of name calling is uncalled for. I am 

not in any way supporting the foolish jesting of the wicked 

children, but the rod (which is the authority and power) in the 

hands of the shepherd is for comforting the flock and not for 

their destruction. “… thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” 

(Psalm 23:4)  

 

Jesus Christ our Chief Shepherd also had important reasons to be 

angry because of the unbelief and ingratitude of man. But Jesus 

Christ our Chief Shepherd chose not to be angry with man 

because anger has never produced a positive and lasting solution 
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to the abominable sins of man. He was not angry because of his 

love for man, and He gave his life a ransom for their sins. He 

was not angry because His ways differed from the ways of man 

and His thoughts are not the thought of man. Instead, He prayed 

for his accusers and the people that were shouting, “Crucified 

Him!” “Crucified Him!” He prayed in the agony of his wounded 

body and Spirit, even in the excruciating pains of crucifixion, 

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing.” 

What the judgment of wrath could not achieve, the healing virtue 

of love achieved it. Instead of eternal condemnation man 

attained eternal commendation because of love of the Chief 

Shepherd. The eternal bridge over the mighty gulf of 

condemnation became established and held fast at the Throne of 

Grace and the elect and the redeemed could have access to the 

presence of the Lord because of love.  

 

Even Peter, a beloved apostle who was supposed to know better, 

denied Jesus Christ three times. He even abandoned his apostle’s 

responsibilities and led the disciples to fishing expedition after 

the death of Jesus Christ. Instead of condemnation, Peter 

received mercy after he sorrowfully repented. Instead of 

relegating him, Jesus Christ our Chief Shepherd restored and 

elevated Peter with love.  Christ never expressed His anger 

towards people even when He was outrageously provoked. The 

mercy of the Chief Shepherd, His compassion, His 

thoughtfulness, His tolerance, and above all His love for 

mankind separated the Chief Shepherd from all the shepherds 

that had come before Him.  

 

 

 

 

 



Shepherd and the Flock 

- 102 - 

 

 



 

- 103 - 

 

 

 

         CHAPTER  

Delegated Shepherd 

And the Flock  
 

At the beginning of our Lord Jesus Christ ministry, He 

communed with heaven in prayer.  The only information we had 

in the Scripture was that He fasted for forty days and forty 

nights. “And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights,” 

(Matthew 4:2) Of course we knew that He did not fast for the 

purpose of losing weight as it is common practice in our time.  

He has a unique purpose for fasting.  He obviously did this 

because of the foundation of His ministry that He was about to 

lay.  In the prayer He must have tabled all the spiritual needs and 

the human resources He needed in the ministry before the Living 

God in prayer.  After the fasting and prayer many events began 

to take place in His ministry.  Satan tempted Him to derail His 

ministry, but the enemy failed by the power of the word of God.  

The following events was the calling of His disciples. The four 

gospel writers have similar accounts of the calling of the 

disciples of Jesus Christ but a Scripture passage in the book of 

Matthew and John below gave the summary of their calling. 

 

“And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, 

Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea: for they were fishers. And he saith unto them, Follow me, 

and I will make you fishers of men. And they straightway left their 

nets, and followed him. And going on from thence, he saw other 

two brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in 

a ship with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he 

5 
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called them. And they immediately left the ship and their father, 

and followed him.” (Matthew 4:18-22) 

 

“The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee, and findeth 

Philip, and saith unto him, Follow me.” (John 1:43) 

 

The unique language of the calling of the disciples is “Follow 

me” Please note that this is the summary of the unique 

relationship that exist between the Shepherd and the flock.  The 

Shepherd called the sheep and the sheep heard the voice of the 

shepherd and they follow Him. One can wonder why the 

strangers that Jesus Christ met for the first time suddenly 

abandoned their lucrative businesses of fishing and yielded in 

obedience to follow Him.  Again, something happened in their 

lives individually. Jesus Christ told Peter, “Launch out into the 

deep, and let down your nets for a draught.” And Simon Peter 

answered, “Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken 

nothing: nevertheless, at thy word I will let down the net.” Peter 

did according to the instruction of Christ, and miracle followed 

and they caught a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. 

This miracle swept off the feet of Simon Peter. He fell down 

before Jesus Christ saying, ‘Depart from me; for I am a sinful 

man, O Lord.’ Christ answered him, “Fear not; from henceforth 

thou shalt catch men.”  This is another way of telling Peter, 

from now on, you will become “Fisher of men.”  The sheep 

heard the language of love, they beheld the uncommon 

sustenance in the Shepherd. They saw in the anointed Christ, the 

Son of God who is all in all, going about doing good and healing 

all the sicknesses. “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, 

and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was 

with him.” (Acts 10:38) They were supernaturally convinced that 

they have inheritance in Christ that was spiritually revealed onto 
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them.  The scripture called this unique experience “faith.” The 

scripture further gave us the definition of faith that “… faith is 

the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen.”  (Hebrew 11:1)  

 

In the space of about three years, the chosen twelve disciples 

were following our Lord Jesus Christ.  They witnessed His 

powerful teaching of the word of God and they also learnt of the 

truth that the word of God contained. They witnessed the way 

He turned the counsel of the so called wise to foolishness in the 

way He traded the understanding of the word of God with the 

learned Scribes of His time, the Pharisees, and Sadducees. The 

disciples witnessed uncountable miracles in the hand of the 

Master.  They beheld the way that His love and compassion 

towards humanity always prompted Him to do good and extend 

merciful intervention among mankind.  The disciples are not 

only attached to the Master, but they also all depended upon the 

Master for all their physical and spiritual sustenance.  Through 

sight and hand-on experience, the Chief Shepherd trained the 

disciples in the act of shepherding of the flock.    

 

In our time, we learnt about leadership by example in 

management study. This is the core of the act of leadership by 

the Shepherd. The Good Shepherd was about to do something 

unique and remarkable that will be an unforgettable imprint 

upon the hearts of the disciples. Christ was about to establish the 

revolution of love.  This revolution of love brought the Creator 

from His lofty glory of Heaven to this world of sin to show and 

demonstrate the love of God unto humanity in salvation. 

“Therefore, it was necessary for him to be made in every respect 

like us, his brothers and sisters, so that he could be our merciful 

and faithful High Priest before God. Then he could offer a 

sacrifice that would take away the sins of the people.” (Hebrews 
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2:17 NLT) The Good Shepherd led in demonstration of love and 

righteousness so that the flock could follow the steps of the 

Shepherd into glory.  

 

Julia Matins in Asana puts this principle across beautifully 

by saying, “Leading by example is a leadership style 

where you model the behavior you want to see in 

your team members. When you lead by example, you 

don’t just push team members towards excellence—

rather, you actively demonstrate that excellence.” 1  

 

Jesus Christ did not only model His leadership as the Shepherd 

by teaching the disciples the word of God alone, but He also 

demonstrated the excellency of love in humility by washing the 

feet of the disciples while they were eating and still licking their 

fingers at the Passover dinner. After He had toweled their feet 

He admonished them, “Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say 

well; for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 

your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For I have 

given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”  

(John 13:13-15)  

 

The demonstration of active love of God was the foundation of 

what our Lord Jesus Christ was about to establish among the 

disciples.  From Christ exemplary demonstration of love towards 

His apostles by washing their feet, in the same chapter, a 

commandment that was in the similitude of passionate love of 

God went forth from the Shepherd expressly instructing the 

sheep about a new maxim of spirituality saying, “A new 

commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I 

have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all 

 
1 www.asana.com/resources/lead-by-example--Online information obtained 

August 9, 2022  
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men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to 

another.” (John 13:34-35) The Shepherd iterated that the maxim 

is a new commandment. Think deeply about this statement. The 

new commandment is a better, is a broader and it is an 

encompassing commandment. If the spirit of love of God is in 

man, he will not shift his focus from worshipping the Creator 

and his sustainer and to the worshiping of idol gods he created 

with his own hands.  If the love of God is in man he will not 

steal from his neighbor, he will not covet his neighbor’s wife 

and will not allow wicked to rule his mind and will not permit 

anger to take residence in him.  If the love of God is in man, he 

will live his life in righteousness and holiness. “For if that first 

covenant had been faultless, then should no place have been 

sought for the second.” (Hebrews 8:7) The covenant of law that 

was based on ‘dos’ and ‘do nots’ in the Old testament may fail 

but new covenant established on the foundation of love of God 

cannot fail.  The scripture confirmed this statement, “Love is 

patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 

proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 

easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not 

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never 

fails.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV) 

 

The ministers of God have various names that designate the 

offices of the servants of God in our time.  They are known as 

Pastors, Overseers, Evangelists, Bishops etc. as the Lord 

bestows His grace upon His servants. “And God hath set some in 

the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 

after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 

diversities of tongues.” (1 Corinthians 12:28) One thing that is 

common to them all is that the faithful servants of God have 

responsibility to disseminate the word of God in the 
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compassionate love of God. This goes beyond the head 

knowledge of the truth but in ensuring that the targeted audience 

of the word of God are completely delivered from the clutches of 

the archenemy of man. The leaders must passionately seek the 

face of God for the flock’s understanding of the word of God. 

“… cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in 

my prayers; That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 

the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being 

enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, 

and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,” 

(Ephesians 1:16-18) In addition, the word must also be 

disseminated in the absolute truth and in faithfulness.  The grace 

of leadership in the vineyard of God is extended to them so that 

in righteousness and in holiness they could be equipped with the 

anointing of Holy Spirit to teach the word of God faithfully 

without partiality demonstrating the love of God. “For God so 

loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.” (John 3:16) The word of God is the authority 

from the mouth of the Heavenly Father that was once upon a 

time handed down unto humanity as a manual of life in order 

that we may live a life that is acceptable unto God.  The spiritual 

leaders do not own the word, but they are expressly permitted to 

testify to humanity about the truthfulness of the word of God to 

the advantage and blessing of man.   

The fake ministers of our time are in the business of 

manipulating the word of God falsely for the purposes of 

material gains. They claim that God told them, when in actual 

fact, God did not put His words in their mouths. “Instead, they 

have told lies and made false predictions. They say, ‘This 

message is from the LORD,’ even though the LORD never sent 

them. And yet they expect him to fulfill their prophecies! Can 
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your visions be anything but false if you claim, ‘This message is 

from the LORD,’ when I have not even spoken to you?” (Ezekiel 

13:6-7 NLT) Therefore, the word of God must not be 

manipulated nor misinterpreted falsely to the advantage of the 

servant of God and to the detriment of the innocent people that 

are fully relying on the leader’s spiritual instructions.   

 

It is not enough to teach the word effectively alone but also; the 

Shepherd, the spiritual leaders must demonstrate the essence of 

living in the revelations of the word. The sheep should come to a 

point of identifying their shepherd in accordance to the unique 

characters of the word that shepherd demonstrates. Please note 

that the word of God is an instruction in righteousness to both 

the shepherd and the flocks. Living daily in the righteous 

instruction of the word of God is the way that the flock can 

easily identify the true shepherd. Therefore, the leaders that are 

admonishing the flocks to do as they teach or command and not 

as they do may not be a true shepherd of the Lord’s sheep.   

 

After the burial of our Lord Jesus Christ, Peter thought that his 

next line of action was to return to his former business of 

fishing.  Little did he knew that he had been taken from that 

trade to become a faithful fisher of men in honor of God and as a 

partner in the mission of mercy.  “Simon Peter saith unto them, 

‘I go a fishing.’ They say unto him, ‘We also go with thee.’” 

They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that 

night they caught nothing. (John 21:3) Unfortunately Peter led 

the apostle to the fruitless mission of fishing business. Neither 

did he understood his error of abandoning the mission of mercy 

until the love of the Chief Shepherd found him and brought him 

back. Our Lord Jesus Christ suddenly appeared unto the 

disciples at the shore.  He instructed the ‘caught nothing 

fishermen,’ “Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye 
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shall find.”  They did so and they caught a lot of fish in their net.  

This, the Chief Shepherd did that the disciples might know and 

understand that Christ is their only sustainer, and that their 

fishing business was no longer the means of their sustenance.  

 

After the miracle, the Chief Shepherd invited the disciples to 

dinner. “Jesus saith unto them, ‘Come and dine.’” Christ did not 

say a single word of anger.  He did not yell at them saying, “I am 

really disappointed.” He did not rebuke their foolishness. 

Instead, with love, He invited them to come and dine. Have you 

thought of a child that misbehaved to his parent and was invited 

to come and dine?  It never happened in my culture. An angry 

father will be waiting behind the door with a cane to whack an 

erring child when he returns home. Only the Chief Shepherd 

knew how to correct the flock with the comforting power of His 

rod of love.  Remorsefully and quietly the disciples all 

assembled round about the Shepherd. No one needed to ask 

Him, who He was.  They all knew that it was the Lord Jesus 

Christ. After the delicious meal with the Lord, came the power-

pack questions from the Chief Shepherd to provoke the disciples 

to love the  

 

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son 

of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?’ He saith unto him, 

Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, ‘Feed 

my lambs.’ He saith to him again the second time, ‘Simon, son of 

Jonas, lovest thou me?’ He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou 

knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, ‘Feed my sheep.’ He 

saith unto him the third time, ‘Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou 

me?’ Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, 

Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all 

things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, ‘Feed 

my sheep.’ (John 21:15-17)  
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Perhaps you are wondering, “What is going on here?” The 

commandment in the phrase, “Feed my sheep” is the 

commissioning of the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ as the 

Shepherd of the flock of the Lord.  You will notice that Jesus 

Christ personalized the believers that will come to the Lord 

through salvation as “my lambs” and “my sheep.” The job 

schedule of the shepherd is to feed the sheep. The only assigned 

duty of the disciples is to feed and nurture believers—the lambs 

and sheep of the Lord. Our Lord Jesus Christ seemed to be 

telling Peter and the rest of apostles that the evidence of your 

love Him is manifested in the way they love and care for the 

sheep of the Lord.  He was specifically telling Peter that his 

confession of the name, “Christ” “Thou art the Christ, the Son of 

the living God,” will be of no value and benefit unto him, if he 

does not honor his honored profession of a shepherd and feed the 

Lord’s sheep. The promise of Peter saying to the Lord, “If I 

should die with thee, I will not deny thee in any wise,” (Mark 

14:31) will not amount to anything if he failed to feed the lamb 

of the Lord.  If the foundation of your shepherd-hood is not 

entrenched in the principles of the commissioned and appointed 

shepherds of the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, then you are in 

the wrong camp. 

 

Perhaps we are wondering and ask ourselves, ‘What is the 

meaning of ‘feeding the lamb of the Lord?’  The Scripture 

enlightened us in the Book of 1 Peter saying, “Feed the flock of 

God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 

constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready 

mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being 

ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall 

appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 

(1 Peter 5:2-4) Feeding the flock means watch over the lamb by 
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nurturing them lovingly by the word of God not by constraining 

and coercing the lambs. If a shepherd capitalizes on the 

weakness of the flock of the Lord and verbally dressed them 

down in anger, that will amount to constraint. If a persuasive 

encouragement in the Lord is absent in the dealing of the 

shepherd with the flock, it amounts to constraint. Exited and 

joyful willingness in service of the shepherd as against the 

compulsive selfish gains and earthly reward of the hireling is 

required in feeding the flock. The hirelings only care about their 

rewards from caring for the sheep, that is why, despite their 

closeness to the sheep, they are never known and addressed as 

the shepherd. A shepherd must be ready to go and exercise an 

extra mile of patience with the flock in prayers and 

encouragement. Love is part of the service, that was why the 

shepherd seek and search for the lost sheep. Absent mindedness 

is vehemently not permitted. The shepherd must feed the flock in 

thoughtfulness and with a single mind and a ready mind. The 

shepherd must not make themselves lords over the inheritance of 

God, but they must see themselves as servants of the Lord. The 

shepherd must behold the Living God in the center of their 

services, they must serve in humility unto the Lord as they 

minister to the flocks of the Lord.  

 

 

---ooo0ooo--- 

 

 

Am I one of the sheep of God? This is a soul-searching question 

that requires an elaborate spiritual analysis. The character of the 

sheep will determine whether we are the sheep of God. One 

thing is certain, the sheep always follow the Shepherd. One need 

to look inward in order to understand the required response to 

this question. God’s ownership of a believer as His sheep begins 
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with the contract of our salvation.  At the very moment of our 

salvation, something happened.  An exchange was made. Jesus 

Christ took over the rottenness of our sins from us when we 

repented of those sins and in exchange, He offered us the 

package of salvation through grace in the platform of faith. “For 

by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 

it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

(Ephesians 2:8-9) The result of this transaction is that we are 

spiritually born again and adopted by the Heavenly Father into 

the family of God as His son or daughter.  “For ye have not 

received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 

received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 

children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 

joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we 

may be also glorified together.” (Romans 8:15-17)  

 

Am I following the Shepherd as required of the flock? Since we 

have been saved and are no longer in the clutches of the enemy 

of God, we have responsibility to follow the house-rule of the 

family of God. Perhaps you do not know where the house rule of 

the family of God is, it is in the manual of life called ‘Bible.’ 

The house rule of the family of God is that believers are required 

to live in the revelation of the word of God and follow His 

commandments in righteousness and holiness according to His 

blessed will. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 

of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 

acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be 

not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 

renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of God.” (Romans 12:1-2)  
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Am I listening to the voice of the strangers instead of listening to 

voice of Shepherd? “… he [the Shepherd] goeth before them, 

and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. And a 

stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they 

know not the voice of strangers.” (John 10:4-5) There are many 

voices in the world today that had corrupted the voice of God. 

Voice of wealth is sounding louder and louder deceiving and 

corrupting the innocent ones to trade their righteousness and 

holiness to monetary gains that perishes with time. Please it is 

not an evil thing to be wealthy if the source of the wealth is holy 

and legitimately righteous, and if the abundant resources is used 

righteously. There are many businesses out there today that are 

built in the platform of sinfulness, deceptions, and greed. These 

businesses are executed at the detriments of the innocent ones 

that are attracted by the bait of wealth to participate in its 

enslavement. When people are engaging in the business of 

prostitution and striping naked in the night club, this type of 

business is built on the foundation of the fellowship and 

communion of the worldly sinful people.  The lustful like-

minded people always fill the venue to the brim. When one is 

engaging in the drug business, the end users of drug are living a 

precarious life that will eventually lead of their death. 

Meanwhile the drug barons will be living large at the detriments 

of the addicted drug users. Anyone that is following the voices 

of unrighteous wealth, the person is following the corrupt voice 

of deceptions of the strange world.  

 

The loud voice of pride is deafening, and it is part of human 

lifestyle of the worldly today.  This includes undue puffing up of 

oneself more than the actual measure of the person’s status of 

blessing or greatness.  It includes display of arrogancy that make 

an individual to exhibit undue bravado to demonstrate how great 

he or she is.  One may be thinking that there is nothing wrong 
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with this behavior, but the truth is that this had been the root of 

so many evils that is perpetrating the society today. “An high 

look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin.” 

(Proverbs 24:4) You will come across all these undue 

exhibitions of self in the media today.  Anyone can testify to the 

type of music and collection of obscenity videos that saturated 

the media platform today. Of course, the larger percentage of 

these are exhibition of worldliness that leads to sinfulness. They 

proudly say, if you don’t blow your trumpet, no one will blow it 

for you and eventually, it will become rotten. Again, this could 

be a true saying in a negative way. But the pertinent question we 

need to ask ourselves is that “Who are the voices of pride and 

arrogancy influencing? If the voice is influencing and 

encouraging worldliness, it means, it is not glorifying the Lord.  

If it is not holy and it does not glorify God, therefore, it is the 

voice of the stranger that is directly or indirectly promoting 

sinfulness.  

 

Still, out there, there is yet a quiet comforting voice that is 

righteous and holy that is calling upon the sheep of the Lord.  

This voice is peaceful, gentle, loving, kind, merciful and 

thoughtful.  This voice enhances communion of the Shepherd 

with the sheep in the bond of peace. This is the nature of the 

voice of the Shepherd.  This is the voice that the flock of the 

Lord are admonished to listen to. The peaceful voice of the 

Shepherd manifest in peaceful coexistence with each other as 

well as others. “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 

unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of 

faith.” (Galatians 6:10) The gentleness of the Shepherd manifest 

in the loving way that the Shepherd treat the flock. Kindness of 

the Shepherd made Him to lead the flock to the green pasture 

and the quiet waters.  The mercy of the Shepherd made Him to 

engage in the mission of mercy to seek for the lost sheep. “I 
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myself will tend my sheep and give them a place to lie down in 

peace, says the Sovereign LORD. I will search for my lost ones 

who strayed away, and I will bring them safely home again. I 

will bandage the injured and strengthen the weak.” (Ezekiel 

34:15-16 NLT) The thoughtfulness of the Shepherd made Him to 

set aside time to lift up the frail and weak sheep in prayer before 

God that the Lord God Almighty may be with them, protect and 

heal the sheep. These beautiful characters manifested in the 

ministries of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Chief Shepherd and all 

the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. That is why Paul, an 

apostle of Christ said, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am 

of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 11:1)  

 

Many people are looking for followers today. Do not be 

surprised, even the criminals and evil people are looking for 

followers. If you ever visited the Facebook or YouTube, you 

would come across the symbolic request of followership.  When 

you respond to any of the symbolic gestures, you impliedly 

become the sheep of anyone you are following in the media 

platform whether the person is good or evil. The reason is that 

you heard and identified with the message, the thoughtfulness 

and character of the person in the social media platform. The 

moment you click the ‘follow button’ your name will appear in 

the data of his followers in the platform. But remember, the good 

sheep always follows the gentle and harmless voice of the Good 

Shepherd. 

 

Perhaps you are wondering what to do to ensure that you 

identify and follow the righteous and holy voices of the 

Shepherd especially in our perilous time. Again, the admonition 

of Apostle Paul to the brethren in Philippi will guide us. He said, 

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 

things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
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are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 

good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 

think on these things. Those things, which ye have both learned, 

and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of 

peace shall be with you.” (Philippians 4:8-9) Whatever may be 

the glorious thought that occupies your mind, the thought of 

honesty, the mind of integrity, the thought of peace, the 

faithfulness and godliness of the saint, especially if the thought 

is righteous and holy and would certainly give glory to God 

Almighty, these are the things that is expected to prompt our 

action to fellowship in love.  Others around us will behold the 

bright light of the good works of the Lord in our hands they will 

join us in the vineyard of Christ. That was why Paul ended the 

conversation and admonished believers to follow his godly 

examples. Those things which we have both learned and 

received and heard and seen in the lives of the good shepherds, 

these are the things we should do to faithfully follow the 

shepherd. This is a practical act of righteous following.  
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Thanks for taking time to read the Pocket Minister Series. If you would 
like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, please pray the 
prayer in the box below. Please note that you are about to make the most 
important decision in your life. Please pay detail attention to the prayer 
points. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know that you are the Son of Living God. You 
died for me on the Cross. I know that I have sinned in my 
thoughts, words and actions. There are so many good things I 
failed to do. There are so many sinful things I have done. I confess 
all my wrongdoings and I am truly sorry for my sinful life. I now 
turn away from everything I considered to be sinful. Have mercy 
upon me, Lord and forgive me all my sins. You gave your life as a 
ransom for my soul; I gratefully give my life to you. I humbly invite 
you to come into my life as my Savior to redeem me, and as my 
Friend to be with me for ever. My Lord and my King, I will serve 
you all the remaining years of my life in complete obedience to 
your words, Amen.  

 
If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of mind, 
rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you now. We also 
welcome to the fold of believers.” Please, there are important things you 
must know and the steps you have to take. If you have prayed this 
prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of mind, rest assured that angels 
in Heaven are rejoicing with you now. We also join the heavenly host to 
rejoice with you and we say, “You are welcome to the fold of believers.” 
There are important things you must know and the steps you have to 
take. The author of this book is a member of Deeper Life Bible Church 
but please get in contact with any Bible Believing Living Church near 
you where you can truly serve the Lord in truth and in spirit in order to 
learn and know more about the love of God.  
 
Please fill your name and the date of your decision in the Decision 
Page at the next page.  It is important you give us feedback for the 
purpose of follow up. Please feel free to write to us so that we can send 
you some materials that will help you in your Christian walk.  
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DECISION PAGE 
 

 

Name      ------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Address ------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

               ------------------------------------------------------------ 

                

E-mail Address ---------------------------------------------------- 

 

Hereby confess by faith today (Date) ------------------------------------------------------ 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of Living God. He died for me on the Cross of 
Calvary and I am redeemed with His precious blood. I wholeheartedly 
repented my sins and I believed that the Heavenly Father has forgiven me my 
sins. I am now counted among the righteous as one of the children of God 
through the special adoption by His blood. I begin my Christian journey in the 
newness of life observing His precepts according to the word of God each day 
of my life until I see Him face to face in Heaven.   
 

Beloved of the Lord,  
 

Please make photocopy of this page for all those who have accepted Jesus 
Christ as their Savior through this ministry and mail it to us at the address 
below for the purpose of follow-up as well as a feedback about the 
faithfulness of God in our ministry. 

 
Michael A. Eleyinafe  

Christ Light Bearers Inc. 
P. O. Box 141, New York, NY 10163 

www.christlightbearers.org 
e-mail:  mike@christlightbearers.org 

Tel. No.  (718) 825-6564 
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