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CHAPTER 1
THE FIRST TEMPLE

There are many expressions of opinion regarding the definition
of a temple. There are also many dictionary definitions of the
word ‘temple’ but for the purpose of the thought in this book
we have selected the relevant definitions of a temple for our
consideration. The first definition states that a “temple is a
building dedicated to religious ceremonies or worship.” But
this left us with a question about the type of religion and deity
being worshipped in the temple. Another school of thought
states that a “temple is a building in which the sacred
ordinances are administered.” Limiting a temple to a building
is too narrow and vague. And yet another definition states that
“temple is something regarded as having within it a divine
presence.” That is certainly close but whatever is regarded as
divine presence in a temple it is still subject to the opinion of
man. Lastly, another stated that a “temple is a building reserved
for a highly valued function.” The function in the temple may
be highly valued as per the opinion of man but does this
include the quality of the life of the priest in the temple and the
authenticity of the deity being worshipped. In any direction we
look at these definitions we can easily discover that each
school of thought are saying the same thing one way or the
other and if there is any variation at all in their definitions, it is
only a reflection of their different brilliant thoughtfulness but
not necessarily fulfilling the true definition of the temple of
God. And the New Testament definition says this about the
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believers, "Know you not that you are the temple of God, and
the Spirit of God dwells in you?" 1 Corinthians 3:16

In a succinct understanding of a temple of God from the point
of view of a believer, temple is defined as a place that is
consecrated by the presence of a holy personage. A temple is a
sacred environment, a sacred location, a sacred medium, a
sacred place acceptable to Almighty God where He responds to
the sincere worship man. A temple of God is the meeting-point
between spiritual and the physical, where Heavenly God in
humility came down to the level of humanity in order to
fellowship with man. In this holy temple, God brings forth
divinity to humanity. The intention of God was that man may
be perfected into state of holiness suitable for heavenly
spiritual standard in order to position man for the maximization
of his functions on earth. “Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven.” (Matthew 6:1) There is no way that man can know
about spiritual things unless the Lord God of Heaven reveals
the way of Heaven to mankind. This was the reason for the
sweet fellowship of the Heavenly King with our forefather,
Adam in the Garden of Eden. The word ‘temple’ was not
mentioned at creation, but it was obvious when one critically
considered the level of relationship of the Heavenly God with
man in the Garden. Further in the detail studies of the temple in
this book we shall consider that the location of the temple of
God had been in the environment of holiness where holy men
of God are worshiping God in holiness because holiness is the
watch word in the temple of God

Sin had not entered into the life of the first man and obedience
to the law of God was not a difficult task for him as it is for us
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today. And as such, he was operating in the environment of
righteousness and holiness—a conducive meeting point for
divinity and humanity. Man had not dipped his hands into sin
and as a result, the ground had not been cursed. The pillar of
cloud or the Shekinah glory does not have to appear in the
Garden as common to the later tabernacle with the Israelites
because Adam and Eve were all dwelling in holiness and in the
dazzling glory of Almighty God. There was cordial fellowship,
friendship, communionship between the Heavenly God and
Adam. At the cool of the day the Heavenly King would come
into the beautiful garden to fellowship with Adam and his
family.

“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the
trees of the garden. Then the Lord called Adam and said to
him, “Where are you?” So he said, “| heard Your voice in the
garden, and | was afraid because | was naked; and | hid
myself” (Genesis 3:8-10)

The temple of God in the Garden of Eden was not specifically
described in the Bible but it was implicit because the actions
and conversation between God and Adam reflected that there
was an on-going relationship of our fore parent, Adam and
Eve, with the Living God up to that time in the Garden of
Eden. The “Where are you?” question of the Almighty God
and the “I heard Your voice in the garden ...” response of
Adam confirmed that there was an on-going cordial
relationship between God and man up to that very moment.
Adam and Eve knew God very well; they could distinguish the
sound of His presence and the majestic and glorious steps the
Lord took when He walked in the Garden. They recognized
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vividly the voice of God. Perhaps they always come out to
meet God when He came to the Garden at the cool of the day,
but in this particular instance, they could not because there was
a presence of sin in the garden. Sin had entered their camp and
man lost his glory, his value and place in the heart of God.
Their boldness in fellowship with God had turned to fear and
shame. Their holy and glorious covering disappeared and
replaced with shameful nakedness respectively.

In all the temples mentioned in the Bible, it is the Heavenly
God that always demonstrate humility to humanity by leaving
His glorious Throne in Heaven to come to the level of man in
order to fellowship with man. From the conversation between
God Almighty and Adam you will note that God was not a
stranger to man. The Heavenly King had had many visitations
with man. Perhaps it was in one of those sweet fellowship time
between God and Adam that God looked upon the situation of
Adam and said, “It is not good that man should be alone; I will
make him a helper comparable to him.” (Genesis 2:18) After
God had perfected the creation of Eve, He brought her to the
man (Genesis 2:22) in the Garden of Eden. Adam was so
appreciative of what God has done, and he said: “This is now
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” (Genesis 2:23)

In effect, God administered the first gift unto man to meet the
need of Adam in the holy temple located in the Garden of Eden
when He offered a gift of a helper in the person of Eve as his
wife to bless him. This in effect revealed the dependency of
man unto God for all his successful endeavors on earth.
Without God we can do nothing. The creation of Eve was
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beautiful and perfectly met the need of Adam but it was more
than this. One person may seek and pray to God, but it takes
two to attain more powerful and more glorious fellowship with
Heavenly King. Before the advent of ordained priest in the
temple in the age of Patriarch, the presence of God manifested
in the midst of the first couple. Perhaps Adam might have led
in the prayer and worship to the Heavenly God in the way the
first couple knows how to fellowship and worship the Lord.
And Eve will be saying ‘Amen’ in the language of Eden in
agreement with her husband. This was the beginning of
quorum of fellowship that was later revealed to man in
Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three are gathered together
in My name, | am there in the midst of them.” The presence of
God was with the first family in the Garden of Eden before the
revelation of the Ark of God unto man.

The first Temple was envisioned and established by God
Himself. It was an awesome idea of Almighty God. It was
planned, established and commissioned by the Lord God of
Heaven before man was created. After the creation of man, He
brought him into the prepared garden. Garden of Eden is also
known as the Garden of God because the Lord God Himself
planted it. “The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden
and there He put the man whom He had formed.” (Genesis
2:8) The Garden of Eden is the demonstration of the love of
God to humanity in that by this thoughtfulness and caring, God
exalted man from the rest of all other creatures He had created.
He highly esteemed man because He created us in His image.
The Garden of Eden was intended to be the extension of
Heaven on earth for humanity. The Lord’s frequent fellowship
with Adam and Eve at the cool of the day in the Garden was a
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pointer of His desire that His presence might be closer with
humanity.

We are familiar with the story of the event that led to the fall of
man. Satan made an unsolicited visit to the beautiful Garden to
deceive the occupants. In an unprecedented gullibility, Adam
and Eve took directives from Satan instead of the Creator of
the Universe who brought them into the Garden. As a result,
they fell into the temptation of Satan. Most of the time, the
bible students always stop their exegeses at the temptation and
judgment of the sin of the first couple. Have we ever
wondered and ask, what was the purpose of Satan for the
temptation of Adam and Eve? The interest of Satan goes
beyond robbing man of his dominion mandate. The truth we
have to bear in mind is, wherever the worshipping and
fellowship with Heavenly God is going on, the presence of
God is in the temple there. Satan, the enemy of a good
relationship is always after the severance of the relationship
between man and his Creator, because the enemy of man
wanted to rule over the ultimate temple in man.

Satan knew the weakness of man as to food, inordinate
ambitions and hunger for power. He also knew the holy nature
of God and His faithfulness concerning His words. Satan knew
also that sin is repulsive to God. Satan knew that God would
judge righteously according to His words and every sin attracts
the judgment of God. The devil employed his knowledge of the
holiness of God and the weaknesses of man to manipulate the
credulity of man and strategized a wicked plan to sinfully ease
him out of the Garden. Satan allured man with temptation to
disobey the law of God and caused him to sin. The sin of Adam
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and Eve provoked God to execute His righteous judgment.
Man yielded to the temptation of Satan and thereby desecrated
the precious relationship he had with God in the first temple by
sin. The temple itself was not affected but the relationship was
totally corrupted by the sin of our fore parent. God felt
disappointed with the defiling behavior of Adam and Eve. The
occupants of the temple were ousted and a Cherub with
flaming sword was assigned to guard the way to the tree of life
which is in the center of the Garden of God. Have you ever
thought what the Cherub with flaming sword was protecting?
This is the food for thought for the Bible scholars because God
Almighty never waste His precious resources. If there is
nothing precious in the Garden, the angel of the Lord will not
need to mount a guard to protect it. Certainly, the Cherub was
not on guard to protect the first real estate, he was not
protecting the lush vegetables and fresh fruit of the Garden. |
believe that the angel was protecting the sanctity of the Holy
Temple located in the Garden of Eden as well as the divine
altar therein; eternal life sustaining tree of life and all that
symbolized the glimpse of glory of the Living God in the
garden of God. We shall elaborate on this in the subsequent
chapter.
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CHAPTER 2

THE TABERNACLE OF MOSES

The Israelites, the people of God have experienced the divine
miracle of deliverance from the hands of their taskmasters in
Egypt through the divine intervention of God. They have
experienced the divine miracle of salvation when the Lord led
His people through the Red Sea. They experience the divine
miracle of provision when He provided manna for them in their
journey through desert. They experienced divine provision of
water from the rock. They experienced divine transformation
that they could not lay any claim upon because the mighty
hand of God was upon them. The Israelites came out of Egypt
as harmless and powerless civilians but as they journey on in
the wilderness, they became mighty warriors because the host
of the Lord God was leading them. They defeated many
kingdoms; they became the apple of God’s eye and very
famous people in the eyes of the world because of the strength
of God on their side. The nations around them were terrified at
the mentioning of the name of Israel. Terror consumed the
enemies of the Israelites even before they launched attack on
them. They have witnessed the diver kinds of the manifestation
of the power of God in their lives, they knew there was God,
they desired to reverence Him, but they could not see Him.
They desired to worship Him but could not imagine His shape.
They knew that there is All Powerful God but could not
conceive the scope of His mightiness neither could they
imagine the span of His power. Every miracle among the
people of God was a message to them that the presence of God
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was with them, but this was presumably not sufficient for the
heart of the people that had been consumed with idolatry in the
service of their task master in Egypt.

God never introduced Himself to the Israelites as God to be
represented by any image on earth. In fact, at the point when
the Heavenly God was giving Moses the Ten Commandment
on Mount Sinai, He entrenched it in His law that they should
not bow to any image both in Heaven and on earth. But before
Moses came down from the Mount where he went to receive
the Ten Commandments the people of God had deviated.

It was a fact that God delivered the Israelites from the Egypt
but the culture of idolatry of Egyptians was still in their hearts.
The precious wages of gold that God gave unto the Israelites at
their point of exit in Egypt, as a result of their several years of
their servitude for their task master, the same the Israelites
gathered together to honor the idol god in their hearts. They
gathered the golden material they received as their wages.
They molted the golden material and shape it to calf image as
idol god for themselves. They did this partly because of their
inherent idolatry mindset to worship something they denoted as
a deity greater than themselves or an idol god they thought is
their sustainer. The Israelites wanted to worship something
simply because they are used to the idolatrous ways of their
taskmasters in Egypt. It is the desire of the Heavenly Father
that mankind may apply our resources to honor God but if the
reverse is case as it was in this scenario, it constituted
abominable practices because they gave the deservedly glory of
God to the idol god. As a result of the abominable sin many of
them were destroyed for the violation. Unfortunately, it still did
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not serve them the needed lesson that they should desist from
idolatry. The divine presence of God appeared to the Israelites
in the Tent of Meeting several times in the wilderness, yet it
did not transform their hearts so that their only heart desire
should be to worship only the Living God.

This shall be a continual burnt offering throughout your
generations at the door of the tabernacle of meeting before the
Lord, where | will meet you to speak with you. And there | will
meet with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be
sanctified by My glory. So I will consecrate the tabernacle of
meeting and the altar. | will also consecrate both Aaron and
his sons to minister to Me as priests. | will dwell among the
children of Israel and will be their God. And they shall know
that | am the Lord their God, who brought them up out of the
land of Egypt, that | may dwell among them. | am the Lord their
God. (Exodus 29:42-46)

Were the Israelites worthy of the in-dwelling presence of the
Living God, considering their stiff-neckedness, faithlessness,
murmuring, sinfulness of idolatry, etc? From the explicit
righteous point of view of Holy God, certainly the Israelites did
not worth it. Then what was the reason why God commanded
that His Tabernacle be built among the sinful people? The
answer is in three ways: Firstly, the presence of God that the
sinful Israelites did not deserve, the grace of inheritance of
God’s covenant with their forefather, Abraham, provided them
with the needed qualification. This covenant was sealed with
an oath when Abraham proved in that painful test of sacrificing
his only son, who he loved so much, that He loved God more
than anything, even more than his heir, the Promised child—
Isaac. “And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of
heaven the second time, And said, By myself have | sworn,
saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast
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not withheld thy son, thine only son: That in blessing I will
bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea
shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; And
in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because
thou hast obeyed my voice.” (Genesis 22:15-18) Covenant, like
everyday business contract, is enforceable at the performance
of the terms of contract by the parties involved. But an oath is
not subject to the performance of the agreed terms by Abraham
but only on the integrity of the holy name of the Living God
upon which the oath was sworn. Therefore, the performance of
the oath became inevitable because of God’s faithfulness.

Secondly, Our Father in Heaven was not yielding to the
pressure of idolatry mindedness of the Israelites; rather He took
His relationship with His people to a new level—to the level of
love He showed to Adam and Eve when man was newly
created in the image of God in Eden. It was as if God was
saying, “I will not subject man to perpetual destruction in the
hands of Satan. Let us give them another chance of fellowship
and see how they will behave.” This is one of the important
things that the Merciful God wants with humanity—to
inculcate the holy ways of Heaven unto humanity in His
fellowship with us. Without the presence of God with
humanity, man will still be groping in spiritual darkness, and
he will not be able to receive the fullness of God’s blessings. It
is astonishing to note that it is God that pursues man to bless
him. “For by grace are ye saved though faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man
should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9). One thing that is ironic
about human behaviors is that we crave for all kinds of
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blessing of God, but we always jump the protocol of seeking
Him first. We always tend to discard the godly intimate
relationship that normally precedes and prepares man and put
him in a position to receive the blessing of God. Instead, we
always go straight after the blessing which normally is the end
product of the father-son relationship of man with his Creator
without going through the righteous doors to obtain them.
Everybody desires the blessing of Abraham, but no one is
ready to exhibit the faith of Abraham. No one cares to
demonstrate the humility of Abraham. No one is ready to try
his hands on the righteousness of Abraham. The scripture did
not leave us in darkness about this, it says “But seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33)

Lastly without the divine presence of God with humanity, the
insurmountable problems of sin of mankind cannot be solved.
That is why all the activities in the temple gears towards
making our ways and lives clean, holy, and acceptable unto
God before we can approach His Holy Temple. The temple of
God is therefore not only a place of worship, but also a forum
of reconciliation.

The second temple was the Temple of God in the wilderness
among the Israelites the people He was leading to the Promised
Land. Fellowship is one of the characteristics of the Living
God. God’s fellowship reflected in the beginning at the point of
creation of man through His words. He said, “Let us make man
in our image, after our likeness ...” (Genesis 2:26) ‘Let us,’
‘our image’ and ‘our likeness’ are the key words in the verse
that were indicating the language of fellowship. In this
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particular place, God was dialoguing with somebody. It was
not until we got to the New Testament, precisely, in the book
of John 1:1-2, “In the beginning was Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God ... ” before we know that the
Heavenly King was conversing with Jesus Christ, the Word of
God at the beginning. God always desires fellowship with
whosoever He had chosen to associate with. In the case of the
Israelites, God wanted to reveal Himself to His people before
they got to the Promised Land before. The Lord established a
point of contact with the Israelites in fellowship in the temple.
Therefore, in the course of their journey in the wilderness, God
made a way of fellowshipping with His people in the temple
He directed the constructions.

The temple is generally known as The Tabernacle of Moses.
The word tabernacle was a noun derived from the verb ‘to
dwell.” Portability of the temple was simply because of their
continuous journey in the wilderness. The Tabernacle was not a
dwelling place of Moses. The name of Moses was attached to it
was because the temple was established during the time Moses
was leading the Israelites to the Promise Land. God spoke to
Moses about the dimensions and the construction of the temple.
Moses did everything about the establishment of the temple
according to the specifications that God gave him. This is why
the temple is popularly known as The Tabernacle of Moses.

There are five different names given to the Temple of God in
the wilderness. The first name is Sanctuary — denoting a sacred
place or set apart holy place. “And let them make Me a
sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.” (Exodus 25:8) The
second name is Tent — denoting a temporary or collapsible
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dwelling — but in this case, a temporary dwelling place of
Heavenly King among His people in the wilderness. The third
name is Tabernacle — denoting the dwelling place of God’s
presence. The fourth name is Tabernacle of Congregation or
Meeting because the temple is meeting point where people
congregate to worship God. The fifth name is Tabernacle of
Testimony because The Covenant of Testimony otherwise
known as the Ark of Covenant was placed in the Holy of
Holies, one of the three compartments of the temple.

The Court of the Tabernacle

The first thing that comes to mind about the Court of the
Tabernacle is that it was a holy ground. It was holy in the sense
that the place was set apart among the vast landscape in Israel
then for the purpose of administering holy activities in the
temple. The preparation of the priest and launching them into
the vineyard of God known as consecration of the priest took
place there. The sacred practices of atonement of sins took
place there. All other various temple sacrifices and practices
according to the revealed ordinances of God took place in the
temple. All the holy activities of the Priests and the Levities
were administered within the Court of the Tabernacle. The
dimension of the outer court of the Tabernacle or the fence of
the temple was 150 feet long by 75 feet wide and 7.5 feet high.
The entrance of the temple court was 30 feet wide.

Inside the tabernacle courtyard, in the western part was a tent
of two compartments. The dimension of the tent was 45 feet
long by 15 feet wide. This tent was divided in to two
compartments namely, The Most Holy Place and the Holy
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Place. This tent is called the temple or the Tabernacle of
Meeting. In the center of the court, in between the Tabernacle
of meeting and the Altar of Burnt Offering was Bronze Laver.
(Exodus 30:17-21) In the eastern part of the Court of the
temple was Alter of Burnt Offering. We shall discuss in detail
the significance of each of the items in the temple in the
subsequent chapters.
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The temple court of God is less than one plot of land that we
use to build a reasonably moderate dwelling place on earth in
our time. Think about it brethren, if the Heavenly King is
humble enough as to choose an area of land which is less than
a plot of land out of vast area of land on the surface of the earth
He had created, you will appreciate His humility at the same
time, you will also appreciate His high standard for holiness
and righteousness in the temple where he wanted to establish a
point of contact with mankind.

It is also a clear indication that it is not the mighty size of a
church building that determines the presence of God therein. It
is not the quality and the beauty of the cathedral or the
positions that the congregants of the church hold in the secular
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world that determines the presence of God in it. It is the
standard of spiritual holiness and righteous practices that God
required of the occupants of the temple that attracts the
presence of God in it.

The Holy Place and the Most Holy Place

The temple of God is made of a tent and located in the western
end of the Court of the temple. The tent was divided in two
namely Holy Place and the Most Holy Place. The dimension of
the Holy place was 30 feet long and 15 feet wide and the Most
Holy Place was 15 feet long and 15 feet wide in dimension. A
veil divided the tabernacle into the Holy Place and the Most
Holy Place or Holy of Holies. In the compartment of Holy
Place on the right side was the Table of Showbread and on the
left side was the Golden Lampstand. Directly in the front, just
before the demarcated inner compartment of the Most Holy
Place was The Altar of Incense. The only content of the first
compartment, The Most Holy Place is the Ark of the Covenant.

You shall make a veil woven of blue, purple, and scarlet
thread, and fine woven linen. It shall be woven with an artistic
design of cherubim. You shall hang it upon the four pillars of
acacia wood overlaid with gold. Their hooks shall be gold,
upon four sockets of silver. And you shall hand the veil from
the clasps. Then you shall bring the ark of the Testimony in
there, behind the veil. The veil shall be a divider for you
between the holy place and the Most Holy. You shall put the
mercy seat upon the ark of the Testimony in the Most Holy.
You shall set the table outside the veil, and the tamp-stand
across from the table on the side of the tabernacle toward the
south; and you shall put the table on the north side. (Exodus
26:31-35)
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Chapter 38 of the book Exodus describes the making of the
altar and then of the tabernacle court and of its pillars and
hangings of detailed and ornate needlework. The chapter
further describes the extensive amounts of precious metals,
gold, and silver, used in the making of the tabernacle and its
furnishings. Religious scholars have provided estimates that the
amount of gold and silver listed at Exodus 38:24-31 would be
valued at more than $20 million in gold and the silver at more
than $7 million. (This estimate was made around 1992 and
value of the precious gems appreciates yearly.)

Think for a while and reflect on the cost and quality of the
temple. Perhaps we are thinking that God really have an
expensive taste. Yes! There is no doubt about this. And it also
depends on our own definition of expensive taste. If we are
talking of a high standard of righteous living, God wants His
children to attain that level. If we are talking of a conducive
environment that befitted the Creator, He deserves the best.
What do you expect of the Creator of the Universe who said in
His words that gold and silver belong to Him? The fact is that
we must look beyond the cost and the quality of the temple.
Rather we must begin to look at ourselves as the temple of the
Most-High. If the value of gold and silver in the earthly temple
of Moses worth over 27 million dollars think about the spiritual
temple of God in you that the foundation stone of it was laid by
Jesus Christ with His own blood. And Jesus Christ Himself is
the divine architect of the temple of God in you. If you are a
child of God and perhaps you find it difficult to measure your
value before God, consider the value of the tabernacle of

1 Don R. Richard of www.banneroflove.net/issues/2000s/2002/2002-
01_tour.htm
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Moses. From this point we can project that the spiritual value
of a single Bible believing child of God, born again Christian,
filled with the Holy Spirit is far more than 27 million earthly
US dollars. In short, our salvation is priceless. This is the
reason why we must not sell ourselves so cheap to the
entangling sins. Every single child of God that Satan brought
down through temptations and sinfulness is a loss of precious
spiritual asset of God that worth over 27 million dollars value.
Every time you expose your body, the temple of the Living
God to prostitution, or to pornographic business, or other evil
covenants or other sinful usage of your body, you are laying
your sacred priceless spiritual temple of God on the table of sin
before Satan in exchange for worthless amount of few dollars
as remuneration of your sinful job that does not give glory to
God.
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Ark of Covenant was a gold plated chest with a solid gold lid
topped by two cherubs. It is the only item of furniture in the
Holy of Holies. The ark depicted the presence of God among
His people in the temple.

The Ark of Covenant depicted the physical manifestation of the
presence God among His people. It was the revelation of His
loving kindness since the beginning of His relationship with
Abraham and also the secret of abundance of His glorious
presence that will be unfolded among His people as long as
they continue in righteousness with God. Ark of God is not an
idea of man. It is the wisdom of God manifesting in physical. It
came to existence through the commandment of God. “Then,
have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among
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them. Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like
the pattern I will show you.” (Exodus 25:8-9) Although the
Ark of the Covenant is a God-breathed monument, it is not one
of the creations of God. God made His people to design and
construct it according to His specifications. Although the Ark
IS man made, it did not contain image of God and it was not
constructed with the mindset of idolatry that characterized the
Israelites in the wilderness. Another name for Ark of Covenant
is Ark of Testimony. We shall elaborate on this later.

The Ark of Covenant is different from the Ark of Noah. The
Ark of Noah was also God-breathed project of salvation to
filter the good people from the wicked and to salvage and
preserve them for His glory. The wicked generation of Noah
was completely destroyed in the forty day and night rain that
covered the whole earth but the boat of salvation, the Ark of
Noah, floated on the water and its occupants were delivered.
The salvaged family of Noah became the inhabitants of the
world till this day. Please note that ‘salvation’ is a derivative
from the word ‘salvage.’

And they shall make an ark of shittim wood: two cubits and a
half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a half the
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof. And
thou shalt overlay it with pure gold, within and without shalt
thou overlay it, and shalt make upon it a crown of gold round
about. And thou shalt cast four rings of gold for it, and put
them in the four corners thereof; and two rings shall be in the
one side of it, and two rings in the other side of it. And thou
shalt make staves of shittim wood, and overlay them with
gold. And thou shalt put the staves into the rings by the sides
of the ark, that the ark may be borne with them. The staves
shall be in the rings of the ark: they shall not be taken from it.
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And thou shalt put into the ark the testimony which | shall give
thee. And thou shalt make a mercy seat of pure gold: two
cubits and a half shall be the length thereof, and a cubit and a
half the breadth thereof. And thou shalt make two cherubims
of gold, of beaten work shalt thou make them, in the two ends
of the mercy seat. And make one cherub on the one end, and
the other cherub on the other end: even of the mercy seat
shall ye make the cherubims on the two ends thereof. And the
cherubims shall stretch forth their wings on high, covering the
mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look one to
another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the
cherubims bhe. And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon
the ark; and in the ark thou shalt put the testimony that | shall
give thee. And there | will meet with thee, and | will commune
with thee from above the mercy seat, from between the two
cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all
things which | will give thee in commandment unto the
children of Israel. Exodus 25:10-22

Ark of the Covenant is one of the holy items that God
commanded His children to place in the tabernacle. Among
other items in the tabernacle of God is Ark of the Covenant,
(Exodus 25:10-22) the Table for the bread of the Presence,
(Exodus 25:23-30) the Lampstand, (Exodus 25:31-37) the Altar
of Burnt Offering, (Exodus 27:1-8) the Altar of Incense
(Exodus 30:1-10) as well as the Priestly Garment for the
anointed priest serving the table of the Lord in the temple. Part
of the priestly garment is the Ephod and the Breast-piece.
(Exodus 28:6-30) Other materials for the tabernacle of God are
basins for washing, anointing oil, incense, and atonement
money. (Exodus 30:11-38) The items and the materials in the
tabernacle may be holy but if the priests serving at the table of
the Lord are not holy, everything done in the temple would
amount to nothing. The holy items are to be used in the holy
temple of God by holy people to minister in holiness to Holy
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God that came down to His temple in the Holy of Holies.
Holiness is the only standard and the right frame of mind we
can seek the face of God and find Him.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, See, | have called by
name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah: And | have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom,
and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of
workmanship, To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and
in silver, and in brass, And in cutting of stones, to set them,
and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of
workmanship. And |, behold, | have given with him Aholiab,
the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of
all that are wise hearted | have put wisdom, that they may
make all that | have commanded thee; The tabernacle of the
congregation, and the ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat
that is thereupon, and all the furniture of the tabernacle, And
the table and his furniture, and the pure candlestick with all
his furniture, and the altar of incense, And the altar of burnt
offering with all his furniture, and the laver and his foot, And
the cloths of service, and the holy garments for Aaron the
priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's
office, And the anointing oil, and sweet incense for the holy
place: according to all that | have commanded thee shall they
do. Exodus 31:1-11

It is one thing to receive an instruction from God to do the
work of God, but it is another thing to be able to interpret the
instruction according to the specifications of God. It takes
someone that is filled with the anointing of Holy Spirit to
understand the instruction of God from the same point of view
of Almighty God. For this purpose, God anointed Bezalel and
Oholiab with power of Holy Spirit to possess the skill of
craftsman to be able to construct all the holy items and utensils
in the tabernacle of God. Anointing of God is not only for
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preaching the word of God. It is not only for teaching and
praying but also for excelling in our unique calling for the
glory of God and for the advancement of His Kingdom.
Bezalel and Oholiab were not priests in Israel but the revelation
that Moses received on Mount Sinai that spanned from
chapters 25 to 30 in the book of Exodus were fulfilled on them.
They were not called to minister in the Holy of Holies, but they
were anointed to design all the holy items in the temple. One
important principle that we must remember about anointing is
that it empowers you with specific divine ability, for the glory
of God, to overcome an uphill task that you would not have
ordinarily overcome with your physical knowledge, intellect,
and power.

The dimension of the Ark of Covenant is two and a half cubits
long, a cubit and a half wide and a cubit and a half high. (3 % x
2 Ya X 2 ¥4) cubic feet. Four gold rings are to be made that will
be fastened to the four corners of the bottom of the Ark in such
a way that two poles of acacia wood that is covered with gold
can be inserted into the gold rings at the corners of the chest to
carry the Ark. On top of the Ark is the atonement cover made
of pure gold two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half
wide. Atonement cover is also known as the mercy seat. Two
Cherubim made of gold on each end of the mercy seat with
their wings stretch forth on high covering the mercy seat, and
their face looked unto each other toward the mercy seat.

Inside the Ark of the Covenant was a golden jar of manna as
God commanded. ‘And Moses said unto Aaron, “Take a pot,
and put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the
Lord, to be kept for your generation. As the Lord commanded,
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Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the Testimony to be kept.”’
(Exodus 16:33-34) Also in the Ark was The Ten
Commandments which were written upon the tablets of stone
that was given to Moses on Mount Sinai. “Inside the Ark was a
gold jar containing some manna, Aaron's staff that sprouted
leaves and the stone tablets of the covenant with the Ten
Commandments written on them.” (Hebrew 9:4) God
commanded that the rod of Aaron that sprouted leaves, that
affirmed his priesthood in Israel, in the presence of rebels
should be kept as a token before the testimony. “And the Lord
said unto Moses, “Bring Aaron’s rod again before the
testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou
shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die
not.” (Numbers 17:10) Everybody wants to know the details of
the precious things that are in the Ark of Covenant. Everyone
desires to understand what the ark represented as well as the
content.

The Ark of the Covenant is an object of faith. It is the
monument of God’s great deed among his people Israel. God
wanted these great deeds to be in remembrance among His
people to be a launching pad of their faith. That is why the ark
is called Ark of Testimony. It is interpreted thus: My presence
was with you and has been revealed to you as a pillar of cloud
through out your journey in the wilderness, and the token of
my presence still remain with you in the Holy of Holies in
remembrance to the future generation. The Manna is
interpreted thus: 1 am Jehovah Jireh, | faithfully provided
manna for you from my divine reserve during your forty years
journey in the wilderness, when you could not sow nor reap, |
am the source of your provision, and | will supply your needs.
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The rod of Aaron that sprouted leaves is interpreted thus: | am
a righteous judge; | uphold righteous judgment among my
people to vindicate my servant. The rod of Aaron that budded
served as a token of my righteous judgment that I will uphold
for ever among my people.

The tablet of stone is interpreted thus: With my fingers | wrote
my law on the stone upon Mount Sinai to guide my people in
righteousness. The law is my rod of judgment. | shall judge the
wicked and the sinful nation in my law. My statutes must you
keep through out eternity.

The two Cherubim with span of stretched wings covering the
mercy seat symbolized divine merciful protection upon his
people as the eagles hovering around its young ones. The same
way | Almighty God protected you and deliver you from your
enemies. The mercy seat or the atonement covering upon
which atonement blood of sin-offering is made is interpreted
thus: | understand your short coming in the provision of my
mercy. In my mercy | have been looking at you through the
blood of atonement from ages because my mercy endures
forever; 1 will not judge you from my law if you repent of your
wicked ways and continue to seek my face.

We often wonder why the Israelites did not preserve and
protect the precious monument till this day. Even if the
physical ark of covenant is still with lIsrael till today, the
message of its representation should still be the same. Every
true child of God is expected to possess the ark of covenant in
is heart because we are the temple of Holy God. I am not
speaking of the holy monument of the Israel of old. I am
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talking of covenanted testimony that had been established in
the depth of our sub-conscious mind that the physical presence
of God dwells with us in our journey on earth; that He is the
source of our provision. His fear is established in our heart
because He is a righteous judge. His law continues to echo in
our heart to guide us in righteousness; that we may continue to
trust in His arm of defense and protection and continue to
believe through eternity that His mercy endures for ever. The
truth is that, if we do not believe that we have covenant with
God, we will not be able to testify to the existence of the
covenant and this means we cannot claim any right in the
covenant that does not exist. This was the picture that God was
trying to paint in the heart of His people by asking them to
construct the ark of covenant. But instead, the Israelites
considered the ark as idol god that gave them victory over their
enemies.

There are other facts we need to know about the Ark of
Covenant. The Ark does not contradict the law of God that
states, “You must not set up an image as an object of worship.”
The Ark of the Covenant is to be placed in the Holy of Holies
in the inner temple of God. Although it bears the presence of
God, it is not an object of worship. When the Israelites
gathered in the temple to worship God, the glory of God would
come down in the Holy of Holies among His people. God meet
with His people where the Ark of Testimony is placed in the
Holy of Holies when His presence filled the temple. It was not
the ark the people worship but they worship God Almighty
whose glory filled the temple. Far from the narrow thought of
man, because the Creator of the whole universe is so big
beyond any measuring instruments of mankind. He is so
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mighty beyond imaginable power, beyond any conceivable
imagination. He did not make a microchip of Himself to be
locked up in a golden rectangular chest box.

The Ark of Covenant was not a lucky charm. “When the
soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, “Why did
the Lord bring defeat upon us today before the Philistine? Let
us bring the ark of the Lord’s covenant from Shiloh, so that it
may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies.” (I
Samuel 4:3) The people were not in the right mind with God.
They did not seek the face of God for repentance and
reconciliation. They did not attempt to pray for the Lord’s help
in their struggles against their enemies. They considered the
presence of God as a magic wand and a powerful weapon of
war. They thought it was the Ark of the Covenant that give
them victories over their enemies. Unfortunately, they suffered
a great defeat in the hands of their enemies for their ignorance.
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THE ALTAR OF INCENSE

Altar of Incense was made of gold. It was the altar where
sweet-smelling fragrance that depicts the prayer and
worship of the children of God were offered unto the
Lord. Its one of the three items of furniture in the Holy
Place. There was only one Altar of Incense in the Temple
of Moses and also one in Temple of Solomon, indicating
that our worship is only to one Almighty God.

The Altar of Incense was similar to the altar of the burnt
offering but not as big. It was covered in gold, arrayed with
horns, and equipped with rings for carriers. It’s purpose was to
hold hot coals with which to burn incense. The fire was to burn
perpetually before the Lord, as a sweet smell to Him. In the
tabernacle of Moses there was only one altar Incense. The
same was true about the Temple of Solomon. This altar was
placed just before the entrance into the Holy of Holies. This
altar represented a special place of worship that was not to be
used for any other type of worship or offering—only the
burning of sweet-smelling incense in worship. It was solely a
place for fragrant worship to bring the priest into the presence
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of God. The consistent sweet smelling from the Altar of
Incense separated and sanctified the Holy Place from the
outside open court of the temple. The strategic position of the
Altar of Incense at the entrance of the Holy of Holies was also
to remind priest that he has an important spiritual protocol to
observe before he entered into the Most Holy Place. The
spiritual interpretation of this burning of the sweet smelling
incense was revealed in the book of Revelation that—the
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of saints.
(Revelation 4:8)

And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take
the scroll, and to open its seals; For You were slain, And have
redeemed us to God by Your blood. Out of every tribe and
tongue and people and nation, And have made us kings and
priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.”
Revelation 5:9-10

We need to have a place of worship in our heart where we are
to only offering up a pleasing aroma unto God—not asking for
anything or seeking anything but in togetherness with Jesus.
Close to this is our worship in the altar of incense of our heart
when we come to the presence of God with the heart of praises.
This is not thanksgiving praise we offer to the Lord for all He
has done for us as a precursor in our prayer before we lay our
petitions before Him. I mean praise worship from the depth of
our hearts for Who Almighty God is. In this type of praise
worship, we magnify Him, because there is no one like Him.
We exalt Him because He is mighty. We acknowledge His
holiness and His faithfulness as these attributes truly described
Him. We honor Him on His Majestic Throne and make sincere
gesture of worship as revealed unto us in the glimpse of the
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Glory of God in Heaven where the twenty-four elders set aside
their crowns and bow down before the Lord on the Throne, and
the angels were shouting, Holy, Holy, Holy.

Further, this was an indication that there was only one God that
Israelites of old worshipped in the Moses Tabernacle and since
this standard was also affirmed in the Temple of Solomon. It
means that in our Christian dispensation, the standard of our
worshipping should be unto one God Almighty. No other
substitute altar whatsoever must be erected for the purpose of
our worship neither should we worship any other god. And this
is directly in line with the first law of God in the Ten
Commandment.
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THE LAMP-STAND

The Lampstand or Menorah was a gold plated lamp.
The light illuminates and this symbolizes divine
knowledge of the things of the Spirit which can only be
known through His divine inspiration when you are
close to God. Its one of the three items of furniture in
the Holy place. There was one Lampstand in the
Tabernacle of Moses but ten in the Temple of Solomon

The lampstand was only one in the tabernacle of Moses but
was ten in the temple of Solomon. A critical analysis of
lampstand revealed that the olive oil at the base of the lamp
flow to supply all the seven headed wicks of Menorah Lamp.
Upon each of the seven headed wicks, combustion takes place
at the introduction of a source of flame. Combustion is a
complex reaction that releases heat energy in form of
illuminative flame. The wick itself burns extremely slowly.
Therefore, the wick does not produce illuminative flame, it is
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the blending of burning oil from the base and gaseous oxygen
upon the wick that makes the hot illuminative flame possible.
Continuous supply of oil from the base of the lamp makes it to
continue to release illuminative flame.

A clearer spiritual understanding of this lamp was revealed in
the book of Revelation 4:5b, “Seven lamps of fire were burning
before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.” The
book of Isaiah 11:2 made us understand the Seven Spirits of
God is also the seven-fold ministry of Holy Spirit. “The Spirit
of the Lord will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” The embodiment of the
Spirit of God in man manifests in the fruit of the Spirit in the
life of a believer. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control. Against such there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

Oil in the lamp depicts the flowing of divine anointing of Holy
Spirit in the life of man of God. It is not the man that does the
miraculous things, it the fullness of the power of Holy Spirit in
man that he exhibits the manifold of divine abilities. The power
of Holy Spirit like the flowing oil from the base of the Lamp
becomes manifested for the purpose of God at the point of
divine intervention in the life of man. In the list of the divine
abilities that God had given to man is the endowment of
wisdom of God. The only way that man can understand and
live according to the will of God is through the power of Holy
Spirit. The awesome power that is common and available to all
servants of God from Genesis to Revelation is the anointing
power of Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God illuminated the hearts
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of the prophets of God in order that they can see the situations
around them from the perspective of God. He is the mighty
power behind the ministry of the Apostles. Even in our
Christian dispensation, Holy Spirit is the reason why mankind
has not totally forgotten about God.

Among the Bible schools of thought it is believed that seven is
the symbol of perfection. The obvious nature of lamp is that it
brings forth light. Light was the first creation of God.
Wherever there is light, darkness cannot prevail there. The
primary purpose of light in the Temple is that the priest may
not operate in the darkness. Therefore, the lampstand in the
Holy Place symbolizes illumination which depicted
revelationary knowledge that will bring man into perfect
knowledge of His Creator. In the time of Moses, which was
popularly known as the patriarch age, the only revelationary
knowledge known to man was God’s guidance and His
Commandments. The specific Commandments revealed by the
Spirit of God was the law He gave to His people through
Moses on Mount Sinai.

The one lampstand in the Tabernacle of Moses was indicating
that the divine intention of God came to the Israelites of old
through the Law of Moses and revealed His will to his people.
That was why there was only one Menorah Lamp in the
Tabernacle of Moses in the wilderness. The ten lampstands in
the temple of Solomon were indicating that there are other
multiplicity media through which God decides to reveal
Himself to His people. Before you jump to conclusion and toss
this book away, listen to these facts. At a certain dispensation
in Israel, judges were leading the people of God. After the
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judges, the prophets were the intermediaries between God and
man. In this time, the Lord revealed His divine intentions unto
the prophets through dream to His people. In the days of the
Kings in Israel, the Lord speak to the righteous rulers through
dream, psalms, and song. The righteous people under the
rulership of the idolatry kings that were not sensitive to the
impulses of Holy Spirit were not left in darkness. The Merciful
Father positioned His prophets strategically in all the cities of
Israelites to be effective voice unto His people to shine light on
the truth they need to know.

Every means of revelation of the divine intentions of God to
His people was only intended to point man to His Creator. The
various media of understanding of the will of God did not
constitute multiple different ways of going to the Father. There
is only one God and only one Creator. There is only one
acceptable way of reaching Him. And that ‘way’ is Jesus
Christ. “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father but by me.” (John 14:6) Beginning with
Moses, the various judges in Israel, the prophets, and the
subsequent appointed kings, they were all servants unto God
that He used to reach out to the people of Israel.

These various servants pointed out the sinful ways of the
Israelites to the people and also called them to repent from
their wicked lives so that they will not suffer the consequence
of their wickedness. The prophets stood in the intermediary
position between God and the Israelites. These servants of God
became the guide to direct the steps of the Israelites. These
prophets became the voice of blessing for the good deed of
Israelites and voice of judgment for their sinfulness. They were
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the watchmen of the household of Jacob. The spiritual
responsibilities and the well-being of the people of God fall
squarely on their shoulders. They brought forth encouragement
to the people of God in their desperate moments. They alerted
the people of God about the impending dangers in their
territory. Whenever there was problem in the midst of the
people they turned to these prophets of God for solution. Their
prophecies and the fulfillment thereon, their deeds and the
various miracles that God wroth through them proved one
important point—that God is still moving in the midst of His
people.

Jesus Christ is the center focus of our belief. Jesus Christ, the
Son of God who also is from the stock of King David
biologically, (the king that the Holy Spirit revealed the
blueprint of the Temple of Solomon) is a spiritual illuminative
light that brought the entire world to the knowledge of God.
The Prophet Isaiah declared His mission prophetically and
said,

“Behold! My Servant whom | uphold, My elect One in whom My
soul delights! | have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring
forth justice to the Gentiles. He will not cry out, nor raise His
voice, Nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. A bruised
reed He will not break, and smoking flax He will not quench;
He will bring forth justice for truth. He will not fail nor be
discouraged, till He has established justice in the earth; and
the coastlands shall wait for His law.” (Isaiah 42:1-5)

Jesus Christ is our Shepherd. The closeness of a shepherd to
the flock always makes him smell like the sheep. This explains
the care and loving kindness of Jesus Christ towards man, in
the way he was going in and out with sinners, yet His Spirit
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remained immaculately clean. He hated our sins, but He loved
our precious souls so passionately. He came to seek and serve
the lost (Luke 19:10) He was preaching the ‘kingdom of God’
to inculcate in us the ways of heaven. “I must preach the good
news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because
that is why | was sent.” (Luke 4:43) He introduced Himself as
“the Way, the Truth and the Life.” He emphasized that, “no
man cometh unto the father but by me.” (John 14:6) He came
to fulfill the law, (the Law of Moses) not to destroy it.
(Matthew 5:17) His miraculous activities spoke volume about
Him. He came that we may have life and have it more
abundantly—the blind received their sight, the lame was made
whole, and he took away all our infirmities. The sick people
were healed and the dead were raised. The lives of the recipient
of His miracles became fulfilled and transformed permanently
for the glory of God. He established the revolution of love and
revolution of peace when he admonished that, “If someone
strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also,”—in
order that goodness of the righteous may become an effective
way to overcome evil. Through divine illumination Jesus
Christ, the Word of God, re-presented the Law of Moses in
which every man stumbled because no one was found perfect
in it. He reintroduced the same law to man in the platform of
love through grace to lead man to the knowledge of his Creator
in order that he may be able to embrace the grace and gift of
salvation.

The Apostles were the instrument that God prepared from the
beginning of the world to implement the process of salvation.
Jesus Christ groomed them in the wisdom of God. They
witnessed catalogue miracles of Jesus Christ. When Jesus
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Christ ascended into Heaven, they were commissioned to carry
on the process of salvation from where Jesus Christ left. They
were promised the visitation of the Comforter, the Holy Spirit

But when the Helper comes, whom | shall send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He
will testify of Me. And you also will bear witness, because you
have been with Me from the beginning. (John 15:26-27)

| still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear
them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He
will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell
you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take of what
is Mine and declare it to you. All things that the Father has are
Mine. Therefore | said that He will take of Mine and declare it to
you. (John 16:12-15)

The Spirit of God is the divine spiritual force that accompanies
the word of God. The word is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness so that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. (Il Timothy
2:16-17) Without the Holy Spirit, the human wisdom and
understanding of the Apostles would have amounted to
nothing.

In our day we are blessed because we have the Bible that
contains the whole account of God in His divine intervention
and interactions with mankind. There is no doubt that today,
Bible is the most criticized book. It is the most controversial
book and yet the most powerful book that revealed
undisputable truth that illuminates our path unto righteousness.
The Psalmist says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light

-39 -



Temple of God

to my path.” (Psalm 119:105) The Holy Book is boring to
some people who are under the manipulation of Satan, even
some careless Christians. Bible is the book of books. Many
books derived their roots from the Bible. These books are
written to elaborate on the principles of the word of God, to
remind humanity about the instruction of God, so that people
will begin to see the reason why they should amend their ways.

Jean Cocteau (1889-1963), French author and filmmaker says
about music. “All good music resembles something. Good
music stirs by its mysterious resemblance to the objects and
feelings which motivated it.” The word of God has been
transformed into music to reflect the wisdom of the Spirit of
God that gave the understanding. The spiritual music in our
day is a powerful means of communicating the bible-based
principles to edify the believers. Moses reflected the awesome
glory of God in his song after God opened the sea for the
Israelites to cross into safety on a dry ground. God told Moses
to write His law into music and teach the Israelites so that
they will not forget. “Now therefore, write this song for you
and teach it the children of Israel: put it in their mouths, that
this song may be a witness for me against the children of
Israel.” Deuteronomy 31:19 King David wrote catalogue of
psalms to reveal his praiseworthiness unto the Heavenly King
to the tune of 150 chapters in the Bible. Solomon was not left
behind; he demonstrated his wisdom in the uncountable
spiritual maxims in his proverbs and in songs to reveal his
understanding about the word of God.

In our days, we express our understanding of the word of God
in hymns and choruses. Many theatrical concerts have been
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performed to drive the messages of God home to those who
possess understanding hearts. Many movies have been acted
to bring the same message of God to humanity in a new
dimension. In various churches today and also in the media
houses our scope of understanding of the word of God is
widen through the ministers of God, the illumination
instruments of the gospel of Jesus Christ. One important thing
we should understand in all these efforts is that, the message
of God is one but it comes to man through differ kinds of
illuminating media to bring the same one message across to
humanity in variety of ways throughout the four corners of the
earth.

THE TABLE OF SHOWBREAD

Table of the Showbread was a gold-plated table where bread
and wine symbolizing flesh and blood of Jesus Christ in Holy
Communion were offered in the Holy Place. It is one of the
three items in the Holy Place. There was one in the
Tabernacle of Moses and ten of same in the Temple of
Solomon.
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The Table of Showbread was made from acacia wood, about 3
feet long, 1 % feet wide and 2 ¥4 feet high. It was flat on top
and had a slightly raised up edge to keep the bread and utensils
from slipping off from the table. The table was overlaid with
gold and hand rings on the sides so that the carrying poles
could be inserted. The Table of Showbread was one of the
sacred items of Furniture in the Temple of God. It was set in
the Holy Place in front of the Lampstand. It was as if the
Lampstand was providing illumination for the offering of
Bread of the Presence upon the table.

And thou shalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes thereof,
two tenth deals shall be in one cake. And thou shalt set them
in two rows, six on a row, upon the pure table before the Lord.
And thou shalt put pure frankincense upon each row, that it
may be on the bread for a memorial, even an offering made by
fire unto the Lord. Every Sabbath he shall set it in order before
the Lord continually, being taken from the children of Israel by
an everlasting covenant. And it shall be Aaron’s and his sons’;
and they shall eat it in the holy place: for it is most holy unto
him of the offerings of the Lord made by fire by a perpetual
statute. Leviticus 24:9

This sacred furniture was very important in the temple of God,
because of the everlasting covenant related to the placement of
the show bread every Sabbath. The precious table would not be
completed without the showbread on it. In fact, the table
derived its name from the showbread that was continually
placed on the table. Once a week, God gave the Kohathites
family the honor to be the head baker of the Tabernacle
Showbread. “And some of their brethren of the sons of the
Kohathites were in charge of preparing the showbread for
every Sabbath.” (I Chronicle 9:32) This family would
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carefully bake the bread according to God’s recipe. Twelve
loaves of unleavened bread were baked, each loaf represented
the twelve tribes of Israel. The bread would be left on the table
through out the week. Pure frankincense was poured on each
row of bread as an offering to the Lord. On the Sabbath, Aaron
the High Priest and his sons would eat the old bread and
replace new twelve fresh baked loaves on the Table.

The showbread has various names. In Exodus 25:30 it is called
the Showbread, in Number 4:7 it is called the Continual Bread.
It is also known as the Hallowed Bread in | Samuel 21:4. Its
other names are “Bread of His Presence,” “the Bread of the
Face,” “the Bread of Ordering,” “the Consecrated Bread,” “the
Holy Bread” and “the Sacred Bread.”

There was only one Table of Showbread in the Tabernacle of
Moses. Continual presentation of the bread in the temple is a
token of faithfulness for His abundance provision for their
daily bread in the wilderness. Twelve loaves of bread also
connote, continuous acceptance of the precious tribes, and a
reminder that there were twelve tribes of mouths that unfailing
mercy of God will have to provide for. The twelve baked bread
upon the Table of Showbread and other utensils on the table
depicted an open invitation to the table of communion with the
worthy children of God. The natural branch, the Israelites was
implicitly invited to commune with God in the presence of the
Living God in the Old Testament. But only the Priests and the
sons were in the categories of the worthiness of God and that
was the reason they were only authorized to partake of the
consecrated bread of the presence. The veil had been torn apart
and the believers from the four corners of the world were
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accepted into the commonwealth of the elects of God. That is
why the invitation to the Lord’s Table is extended to all
believers in our own time. The same principle of Holy
Communion was handed down to all the anointed priests of the
Israelites that were serving the table of the Lord in the Temple
of Solomon. In this Temple, the multiple of ten Tables of
Showbread was a shadow of the communion of Jesus Christ to
the entire world that was yet to be unfolded to mankind in the
Old Testament age. It symbolized an open invitation to the
different nations, the Gentiles, that was outside the fold of God
that will soon be embraced into the commonwealth of love of
Jesus Christ in the better communion through His death on the
Cross.

| am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the
wilderness and are dead. This is the bread which cometh
down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. |
am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man
eat of this bread, he shall live for ever, and the bread that | will
give is my flesh, which | will give for the life of the world. The
Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, ‘How can
this man give us his flesh to eat?’ The Jesus said unto them,
Verily, verily, | say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son
of Man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood, bath eternal life; and |
will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed,
and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh and
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me and | in him. As the living
Father had sent me, and | live by the Father; so he that eateth
me, even he shall live by me. This is that bread which came
down from heaven; not as your fathers did eat manna, and are
dead; he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. John
6:48-58
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Jesus Christ opened His dialogue with the Jews about this topic
by saying, “I am that bread of life. The word, “that” in His
statement was in reference to the bread that was once upon a
time spoken of in the scripture. When we are speaking about
the bread of God, we are talking about our Lord Jesus Christ.
The priests ate the showbread of the presence. In this same
way, Jesus said My flesh is true food. Unless you eat my flesh
there is no life in you. The whole purpose of eating Christ is a
matter of life. Evidently, believers understand through the
inspiration of the word of God that Jesus is our Bread of Life,
the replica of the Bread of Presence, our Emmanuel—God with
us. His word is the bread we feast upon. It is the only spiritual
food that satisfies. It is the source of our strength. The Table of
Showbread and the drink offering become very clear to us in
the Communion established by Jesus Christ that He is the
Living bread when He gave His body and His blood for us on
the Cross of Calvary as redemption of our sins. By this act of
sacrificial redemption, He died so that we could live and be
rescued from the clutches of Satan and perfectly reconciled to
our Heavenly Father.
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THE ALTAR OF BURNT OFFERING

The Altar of Burnt Offering is the altar for the atonement
offering of sins of the Israelites. It signified repenting and
separation from sin unto God in righteousness. It is located
in the outer court of the Temple. There was only one altar in
the Tabernacle of Moses as well as the Temple of Solomon.

The Altar of Burnt Offering was the first item to be seen after
entering through the door into the Tabernacle's Outer Court.
The altar was made from acacia wood overlaid with bronze.
This was in contrast with the other items in the sanctuary that
were all made of gold. It stood 4 % feet high and 7 Y feet
square.

You shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cubits long and
five cubits wide - the altar shall be square - and its height
shall be three cubits. You shall make its horns on its four
corners; it horns shall be of one piece with it. And you shall
overlay it with bronze. Also you shall make it pans to receive
its ashes, and it shovels and its basins and its forks and its
firepans; you shall make all its utensils of bronze. You shall
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make a grate for it, a network of bronze; and on the network
you shall make four bronze rings at its four corners. You shall
put it under the rim of the altar beneath, that the network may
be midway up the altar. And you shall make poles for the altar,
poles of acacia wood, and overlay them with bronze. The poles
shall be put in the rings, and the poles shall be on the two
sides of the altar to bear it. You shall make it hollow with
boards; as it was shown you on the mountain, so shall they
make it. Exodus 27:1-8

At the Burnt Offering Altar the priests sacrificed various
animal offerings to God for divers of reasons. Some offerings
were for their own sins and for the sins of the people. The
bottom-line is that the burnt offering is made on behalf of the
person who brought the offering. Impliedly, the person is
saying, “I realized that my sinfulness deserves judgment, and I
also accepted the judgment thereof, but | have brought the
offering to bear the judgment of my sins instead of me. Two
important procedures take place at the Altar of Burnt Offering
— (1) there is judgment of sins at the altar (2) there is also a
divine release of spiritual debt owed by the sinner, and as a
result, by faith there is spiritual acceptance and restoration of
the person making the offering. This is why the offering had to
be without blemish, the very healthiest and best available
animal according to the specified law of God. When the
offering is made on the altar, impliedly, it is recorded in the
spiritual realm that judgment had taken place for the sin
committed and the sinner is now free because his sin had been
atoned for.

Although the whole concept of blood sacrifices may somehow
be disturbing to the present-day Christians. Not withstanding, it
does not change the principle of righteousness of God. Some
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explanation may help to understand God's perspective of
atonement of blood in the Bible. In Ezekiel 18:4, God says,
“Behold all souls are Mine the soul of the father as well as the
soul of the son is Mine; The soul that sins shall die.” Romans
6:23 confirmed the same, “The wages of sin is death ...”
Judgment of sin was defined by the law, the "Torah', the first
five books of the Bible. The righteous requirement of the law
was without pity: “Your eye shall not pity: life shall be for life,
eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.”
(Deuteronomy 19:21) According to the righteous requirement
of the law, we should die for our sin. However, there is a
provision: “The life of the flesh (of a burnt offering or
sacrifice) is in the blood, and | have given it to you upon the
altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that
makes atonement for the soul.” (Leviticus 17:11) On the
principle of ‘life for life,” the life of animal in the atonement
offering on the altar was not equal to the life of the sinful man.
But in spiritual principle the requirement of the judgment is
completed, and the sinful man became free. So, the offering
animal must die instead of you, as a temporary measure of a
life for a life. If the offering animal dies, then through its life,
that is—blood of the animal that was shed, there is atonement
for your soul. And consequently, you are restored to God
Almighty, to Whom you rightly belong. “Then he shall put his
hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted
on his behalf to make atonement for him.” (Leviticus 1:4)

This also foreshadowed our Lord Jesus, the only begotten Son
of God, the sinless Son of Man, who was examined by Pontius
Pilate, who declared, “I find no fault in Him at all.” (John
18:38) For the burnt offering, a male animal was sacrificed: a
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ram, a goat, a bullock or a turtledove (or a pigeon.) (Leviticus
1:3-17) Once a year, the high priest would offer atonement
offering for all of Israel on the altar. He would sacrifice a
spotless, one-year-old lamb on the altar, then wash in the laver,
and then take a bit of the blood of the sacrifice into the Holy of
Holies and sprinkle it on the Mercy Seat. This would, in effect,
marked the sins of Israel for cleansing in that year. In essence,
the sacrifice does not permanently remove sin, but marked it
for the ultimate and perfect atonement blood of the Lamb of
God on the Cross of Calvary.

Then came the Messiah, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the true
life for life and a sure atonement of sin was sacrificed for all on
the Cross. The death of Christ took away all sin, past and
present. It removed all the sin that had been marked by
atonement throughout all the yearly Temple sacrifices of the
Israelites, and it made down payment for all the sins of sinful
men that will come after the sacrifice. Jesus Christ was our
"perfect” Lamb, slain to make propitiation for every sin every
person would ever commit. Jesus Christ was the sacrificial
Lamb of God. He laid His life down on the Cross for the whole
world. He took the judgment of our sins. He died instead of us
and became perfect atonement for the sins of the whole world
so that man can be restored unto God. The significant
processes of salvation of Israelites at the Altar of Burnt
Offering will remind us of the essence of salvation in the
statement of Jesus Christ, “/ am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)
Jesus Christ is the divine door through which sinners were
provided an access to the Heavenly Father. He is the divine
bridge of salvation that spanned across over the gulf of hell
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fire. The salvation bridge anchored at the Cross on earth and
through grace provided a direct link man to the Throne of
Grace in Heaven in the presence of the Father.

THE SEA OF BRONZE LAVER

Sea of Bronze was a huge laver made of bronze and it held
about 3000 bath of water upon twelve copper made oxen.
The priest washed their hands and feet for cleansing. The
laver depicted the water of baptism through which all
believers come to God as one of the procedures of salvation.
It is located in the outer court of the Temple. There was only
one laver in the Tabernacle of Moses as well as the Temple of
Solomon
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The bronze laver held about 40 bath of water mounted on a
wheeled cart. It was for washing of any residue of blood in
the sacrificial meat. There was none in the Tabernacle of
Moses but there were ten of the laver in the Solomon Temple

The Laver was a large bronze basin containing water. The
Bible does not record its size or dimensions. This item of
furniture in the outer court of the temple is situated between the
Altar of Burnt Offering and the Sanctuary. In the Tabernacle of
Moses is called Bronze Laver but in the Temple of Solomon it
is called the Sea of Bronze. Sea of Bronze was a huge laver
that could hold about 3000 bath of water upon cooper-
sculptured twelve oxen. As required in the Tabernacle of
Moses, the priests were to wash their hands and feet for
cleansing also in the Temple of Moses. In addition, there other
ten bronze lavers that held about 40 bath of water each,
mounted on a wheeled cart in the Temple of Solomon. They
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were also meant for washing of any residue of blood in the
sacrificial meat.

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: You shall also make a
laver of bronze with its base also of bronze, for washing. You
shall put it between the tabernacle of meeting and the altar.
And you shall put water in it, for Aaron and his sons shall
wash their hands and their feet in water from it. When they go
into the tabernacle of meeting, or when they come near the
altar to minister, to burn an offering made by fire to the Lord,
they shall wash with water, lest they die. So they shall wash
their hands and their feet, lest they die. And it shall be a
statute forever to them - to him and his descendants
throughout their generations. Exodus 30:17-21

The priests were required to wash their hands and feet at the
Laver according to the statute of God before they could enter
into the Sanctuary Building or make any offering to the Lord at
the Burnt Offering Altar. God warned Moses two times that if
the priests did not wash, they would die. (Exodus 30:20-21)
The consequence of the disobedience of this statute was so
grievous and scary. Thinking about this law of God, | begin to
wonder about the seriousness of all God laws. If the judgment
of not washing hands in the laver is punishable by death, it is
imperative therefore that all the law of God must be adhere to
strictly.

Cleanliness is next to Godliness, the adage says. Invariably
God was telling his servants that no matter how clean they
might seem to be there are spiritual pollutions they have come
in contact within their day-to-day involvement with other
people. These pollutions might have manifested in their
thought, in their utterances and in their actions. The holy
priests have to take care of all these sinful inadequacies before
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they come to the presence of God. The law is so serious that
the priests should not handle any of the things of the Lord
unless they wash their sinful hands.

The laver depicted the water of baptism through which all
children of God received salvation in the New Testament. Jesus
Christ explicitly taught that water of baptism, was one of the
prerequisites for entering into the kingdom of God. “Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, ‘Except a man be born of water and of
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”’ (John
3:5) Also, water is one of the three that bear witness about our
spiritual birth on earth. “And there are three that bear witness
in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood and these
three agree in one.” (I John 5:8) In the New Testament
Church, although the scripture did not require us to wash our
hands and legs before we serve at the table of the Lord
however, the requirement of washing before handling anything
in the temple of God is reminding us that we have
responsibility before God our Lord to present our bodies, in
spiritual cleansing, holy and acceptable unto the Lord. “/
beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service.” (Romans 12:1) The
believers in the New Testament are considered priests. “But ye
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.”
(I Peter 2:9) “And hath made us kings and priests unto God
and his Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and
ever, Amen.” (Revelation 1:6) Even if Christians are not
commanded to be washing our hands every time like the priests
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of old, we can take a cue from Job who daily made a burnt
offerings for all his children. “And it was so, when the days of
their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified
them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt
offerings according to the number of them all: for Job said, It
may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in the heart.
Thus, did Job continually.” (Job 1:5) If this was very important
to this righteous man of God, the believers must learn how to
wash their soul in the spiritual water of repentance every day
so that we may be in a perfect relationship with God.

When a man enters the court of the temple through the door,
the expected ultimate destination is the Holy of Holies. But
before he gets there, there are spiritual issues to be settled.
Spiritual separation must take place. Man has to be separated
from his customized self-styled ways of the world and be
transformed to the standardized ways of the kingdom of God.
An uncleansed sinner is like a pig soaked in a wet-mud and
walking on a white carpet. At this point, God offer you His
kingdom in exchange of your sinful life that you have to let go.
This is the crossroad in the life of a sinner because you cannot
really understand the preciousness of the kingdom of God until
you realize the wretchedness of your sinful life. You cannot
easily appreciate the mercy of God that was offered in His
grace for mankind in the work of salvation until you
understand that His love is offered in the path of painful
sacrifice for the benefit of mankind. It is therefore imperative
that cleansing and purification will surely have its free course
in our life before we can proceed into the Holy Place.
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Holy Place in the temple of God is a place of spiritual
advancement for the worthy believers. It is the desire of God
that as many believers as possible may participate in the
activities in the Holy Place. It requires a personal encounter
with God, in the person of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, to
secure a place in presence of God. It requires individual effort
to secure your own food directly from the source of eternal life.
So many are unwittingly pleased to be fed by crumbs that fall
from some ministers in their spiritual outreaches today. Many
are satisfied with just milk like babies and not the in-depth
solid spiritual food. Many ministers had waxed cold in their
walk with the Lord because of the clog of sinful entanglements
in the wheel of their relationship with God. As a result, they
could not participate in the Holy Place life and ministry. Some
just settled for the activities in the outer court ministries. They
never endeavor to move on to their next level in the spiritual
ladder.

Everything in the Holy Place is made of gold. In no doubt the
temple is attractive to anyone who understands and appreciate
the symbolic value of the precious gems the temple is made of.
Most people do not want to experience the fire that purifies the
gold. They could not stand the steel brush of the divine smith
that brought temple-gold to its glistering and shining state.
These types of people consider the spiritual cost as too much to
bear and therefore they could not experience the beauty of
God’s glory.

The outer court furniture are made of bronze. Bronze speaks of
the imminent righteous judgment of sins so that people can
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possess the heart of repentance. Gold in the Holy Place reveals
God's character, God's sovereignty, and God's eternal purpose.
The gold of the Lampstand is the revelation of God's character.
The gold of the Table of Shewbread is a revelation of God's
eternal purpose of salvation, and the gold of the Altar of
Incense is a revelation of God's sovereignty. Man begins to
function with immense wisdom and understanding within the
corridor of power and authority of God as he steps into the
circle of God's sovereignty at the Altar of Incense.

In the Holy of Holies, God is waiting for the worthy believers
to receive us unto Himself. Certainly, a high priest usually
entered into the Holy of Holies only once a year in the age of
patriarch. There was no Lampstand in the Most Holy Place
because God Himself is the divine illumination of the place.
When the Lord is in His Temple, the pillar of cloud will appear
on the Holy of Holies. The super abundant glory of His divine
Presence lighted up the place. There was no table of showbread
in the Most Holy Place because there is no spiritual hunger and
thirst in the presence of the Living God, all needed knowledge
is unfolding, and understanding is unlimited. Holy of Holies is
a place of personal fellowship with God at the meeting point
between humanity and divinity.

By the fact that the veil of the Holy of Holies had been torn
into two when Jesus Christ died on the Cross, it was a spiritual
connotation that there is no wall of demarcation between man
and His Creator. The resurrected Jesus Christ became the only
High Priest. He is advocating and interceding for us all in the
presence of the Heavenly Father. Anyone that can aspire and
desire to climb the spiritual ladder of holiness and
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righteousness can reach the Throne of God. It is no longer for
the High Priest of old in Israel. An ordinary believer can attain
the coveted human High Priest position if he is holy, righteous,
and available for God. The class difference between priest and
high priest of old in the presence God in the temple came to an
end. Therefore, every believer who aspires to climb to the
highest point of ladder in his Christian growth possesses divine
access to the Holy of Holies.

THE ANOINTED ARTISANS

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, See, | have called by
name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah: And | have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom,
and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of
workmanship, To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and
in silver, and in brass, And in cutting of stones, to set them,
and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of
workmanship. And |, behold, | have given with him Aholiab,
the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of
all that are wise hearted | have put wisdom, that they may
make all that | have commanded thee; The tabernacle of the
congregation, and the ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat
that is thereupon, and all the furniture of the tabernacle, And
the table and his furniture, and the pure candlestick with all
his furniture, and the altar of incense, And the altar of burnt
offering with all his furniture, and the laver and his foot, And
the cloths of service, and the holy garments for Aaron the
priest, and the garments of his sons, to minister in the priest's
office, And the anointing oil, and sweet incense for the holy
place: according to all that | have commanded thee shall they
do. Exodus 31:1-11
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The detailed commandment relating to the constructions of the
temple and the specifications of the holy items of furniture that
spanned from Chapter 25 to 30 of Book of Exodus was handed
down to Moses. Nobody knew the number of days that Moses
waited before the Lord in fasting and praying that yielded this
powerful revelation. Although Bezaleel and Aholiab were not
aware of the mighty plans of God, the revelation was fulfilled
in them. This revelation prompted the ministry of Bezaleel and
Aholiab. The Lord is mindful of His people. The scripture says,
the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth,
to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is
perfect toward him. (11 Chronicles 15:9a) The Lord God knows
your ability and He is aware of the talents and gifts He had
endowed you. Many times, the Lord may be leading His
servant in the sermon message that was purported for a single
person that had been set apart for His glorious purposes in a
congregation. The target of God’s message may bring forth a
blessing for you or your family. On the other hand, it may be
for the benefit of the congregation at large. We are all aware of
the way our Lord Jesus Christ called each of the apostles from
their different walks of life and from their different secular
activities. You may be the next vessel that God will set apart
for the Master’s use and that is why we need to present our
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God ready for the
work of God.

The temple was constructed by divinely appointed artisans
according to the specifications that God revealed unto Moses.
It is one thing to receive instruction from the servant of God
about the construction of the temple of God, but it is another
thing to possess the mind of God to be able to interpret these
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instructions according to God’s divine specifications. It takes
someone that is filled with the anointing of Holy Spirit to
understand the mind of God from the same point of view of
Almighty God. For this purpose, God anointed Bezaleel and
Aholiab with power of Holy Spirit to possess the skill of
craftsman to be able to construct all the holy items and utensils
in the tabernacle of God.

Anointing of God is not only for preaching the word of God.
Anointing is not only for teaching and praying alone but also
for excelling in our different unique calling for the glory of
God. Bezaleel and Aholiab were not priests in Israel but the
revelation that Moses received on Mount Sinai that were
reported in the six chapters of the book of Exodus were
fulfilled on these two men that were not previously known in
Israel. Bezaleel and Aholiab were not the only artisans in
Israel. The anointing of God located them, recognized them,
and singled them out for the glory of God. Anointing of God
celebrates and advertises the holy vessels of God. Bezaleel and
Aholiab were not called to minister in the Holy of Holies, but
the anointed works of their hands became instrument of glory
to God in the Holy temple in Israel. Have you ever asked
yourself this pertinent question, “What am [ anointed to
accomplish in the household of God?” The Heavenly Father is
not feeding you and preserving your life for nothing. He had
saved you in order to be of service to humanity in His
vineyard. The abundant talents and abilities He endowed you
are for unique purposes. There must be one specific way that
God intends to glorify Himself in your life. If you have not
discovered your calling, it means you have an important work
to do. Endeavor to seek His face passionately about your
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calling in His vineyard. Certainly, the Lord will not leave you
in darkness about it.

One important principle that we must remember about
anointing is that it empowers you with specific divine ability to
overcome an uphill task that you would not have accomplished
ordinarily with your wisdom, knowledge, intellect, and
physical ability for the glory of God. The Lord is not interested
in your ability but He cherries your humility and availability.
When the Lord calls you, He will equip you and provides you
with instrument of your office. For every vision He reveals He
will make available abundance provision for the vision.
Therefore, position yourself in righteousness for His calling.

MAINTENANCE OF THE HOLY FURNITURE

Nothing is accidental about our services in the vineyard of
God. If God had not revealed your calling to you expressly,
you should have that unusual burden and thirst in your heart to
serve God in His vineyard. The burden begins with a sense of
belonging among the saints. It quickens your inner spirit that
you are at home among the righteous. Personally, you will feel
encouraged that you have an important part to play among the
people of God. You will euphorically experience the sense of
honor to serve. You will discover that one of the things that
makes you joyful and feel fulfilled is your humble
contributions in the vineyard of the Lord. Many people are
waiting for the prophets to announce their callings before they
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make a move. No lightning is expected to thunder to mark the
beginning of your calling. The impulses of Holy Spirit will
quicken you to determine where you rightly belong in the
vineyard of God.

In the case of Kohathites, a branch of the tribe Levites, God
expressly assigned the caring and maintenance of the holy
things in the temple to them because of the precise orderliness
and diligent rules that guided the maintenance of the temple.
(Numbers 4:1-20) This tribe was not the only tribe in Israel.
The people were not the only descendants of the Levites, but
God singled them out for the important assignment of
maintaining and transporting of the holy items in the temple.
Explicitly, God commanded them that they should not just go
in into the temple to look at the holy things, even for a moment
otherwise they will die. “But the Kohathites must not go in to
look at the holy things, even for a moment, or they will die.”
(Number 4:20) “. . . Kohathites are come to do the carrying.
But they must not touch the holy things or they will die. . .”
(Numbers 4:15)

There may be no rule guiding maintenance and transporting of
material items in the secular setting, but there are rules and
regulation guiding our services in the Lord. In the world,
anything goes but, in the Lord, all things must be done orderly
according to His will. As the Kohathites were required to
match their services in the Lord’s vineyard with obedience and
understanding the same is equally required of the workers in
the vineyard of the Lord. Perhaps you are wondering that it is
not necessary to seek the face of God for excellence in service
when your only activity in the church is related to vacuum
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clean the pulpit and dust the pew. Brethren think twice. If you
do not match diligence, obedience and spiritual understanding
with your calling, pride may set in your service and make you
feel that without you nothing can be done right. Lack of self-
control may lead you to meddle with the items in the pulpit that
may be inimical to the smooth performance of the officiating
minister. Whatever may be your activities in the church get
yourself prepared in holiness, ready to discharge the duty
diligently with utmost obedience that is associated with the
service. Do not take seeking the face of God for granted that
your best may rendered for the glory of God.

It is interesting to know that ignorance is not an excuse when
the commandment of God is violated. A typical example of this
occurred when the Philistines returned the Ark of the Covenant
to Israel in a cart in Beth-Shemesh. The people rejoiced and
offered burnt offering unto the Lord. But the people of Beth-
Shemesh looked into the Ark of the Lord. God struck fifty
thousand and seventy people dead because they looked into the
Ark. (I Samuel 6:19)

King David conferred with the elders of Israel and proposed to
bring the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem. An agreement was
reached, and arrangement made to bring the Ark. (Il Samuel
6:1-7; | Chronicle 13:1-14) The Ark was set on a new cart
driven by oxen, the same way the Philistine returned it to
Israel, and Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were
guiding the cart. The whole household of Israelites was
celebrating before the Lord with song and music instruments.
At the threshing floor of Nacon, the oxen stumbled. Perhaps
the Ark was about to fall, so Uzzah reached out and took hold
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of the Ark. Immediately; the judgment of God came upon
Uzzah. He was struck down and died beside the Ark instantly.
One may be tempted to ask, “Who was at fault in this?” “My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge ...” (Hosea 4:6)
The law of God concerning the maintenance of the Ark stated
that the holy items must not be touched, only the anointed
priest, Aaron, and his children can touch the holy things in the
temple. “... Kohathites are come to do the carrying. But they
must not touch the holy things or they will die.” (Numbers
4:15) Secondly, the leaders of Israelites should not have used
the mode of transporting the Ark of God by the Philistine
because God emphatically revealed the way the Ark must be
transported from one place to the other to the Israelites. David
did not follow the directive of God on how to transport the Ark
of Covenant. Perhaps he did not do it deliberately. But it is
expected that the Levite Priests should have known the
procedure. It was either they did not inform the king, or they
just disregarded the rules of God that Kohathites alone were to
carry the Ark. Taking into consideration of the relationship of
David with God, it is apparent that he was not aware of how
the Ark was to be transported. Rather, he followed the method
of the Philistine instead of following the ordained directive of
Lord.

Perhaps you are about to ask, “Why the Lord did not destroy
the Philistine that carried the Ark on a cart? The relationship
that God had with the Israelites was different from that of the
Philistines. In fact, God did not give any revelation whatsoever
to the Philistine concerning the Ark of Covenant. An important
lesson here is that we must wholeheartedly deal with God in
the intensity of light of His revelation He gave us in our

-63 -



Temple of God

relationship with Him. We should not use any person as a
standard in our relationship with God unless the person is
operating in righteousness in the same commonwealth of
revelation of God we share together.

Over familiarization of Uzzah as one of the sons of Abinadab
that had the custody of the Ark for twenty years manifested to
his detriment. Perhaps Uzzah considered himself being an
appointed guard of the Ark of God and also the fact that the
Ark was in his father’s house for twenty years, he stood the
right to protect the spiritual monument from falling to the
ground. Uzzah might have had good intentions, but it was not
according to the knowledge of the word and commandment of
God. Because of our cordial relationship with God through His
mercy, we should not take the grace of God for granted neither
should we trivialized His commandments.

Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his
censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane
fire before the Lord which He had not commanded them. So
fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died
before the Lord. And Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the
Lord spoke, saying: By those who come near Me | must be
regarded holy; And before all the people | must be glorified.
(Leviticus 10:1-3)

Nadab and Abihu were children of Aaron the first High Priest
in Israel. They were also priests serving the table of God
alongside their father in the temple. They knew the law of God
regarding the procedures and protocols required in handling the
holy items in the temple. There was never complaint about
their services before the Lord’s temple until this tragic
incidence. Their sin was that they took for granted the law of
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God. They acted independently on their personal opinion
instead of following God’s leadership. Impatience set in their
service, and they failed to wait on the Lord for direction. They
disregarded the commandment of God because they acted
recklessly and illegally against God’s commandment. We do
not know exactly what they really did but it is obvious that
their services in the vineyard of God were tainted with
corruption and sins. And we know that unholiness has no place
in the presence of Holy God. In this singular act they were
insensitive to the law of God, and they failed to honor the
ordinances of God.

Familiarity with the minister, with the church administration or
with the activities in the vineyard is not an excuse. In fact, over
familiarity bring contempt. God does not take it lightly when
the leaders He calls disregard His commandments. Nadab and
Abihu broke God’s laws, they never recovered. The judgment
of God upon them was swift and fierce. They were struck dead
immediately on the spot. Although in the understanding of man
this may sound too harsh. If God allowed sinful compromise at
the beginning of His relationship with man, things would have
surely grown worse. The same principle came into play in the
New Testament church when God took the lives of Anaias and
Sapphira for their dishonesty (Acts 5:1-11) Nadab and Abihu
broke the law of God. Being holy priests in Israel and trusted
leaders, they were supposed to be a model of obedience for the
people of God to emulate. God could not permit them even the
slight contemptuous move, the smallest maverick act, for that
would give permission for others to compromise their faith as
well. The blend of obedience, diligence and righteousness will
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bring forth an acceptable service in the Lord vineyard. This
should be our watch word.
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CHAPTER 4

THE CONSECRATION

OF THE PRIEST
Priesthood office is not an idea of man. It was not a man-made
political appointment among the Israelites at the beginning. It
was an ordained office instituted by God Almighty Himself.

Beginning with Aaron the brother of Moses, God separated the
tribe of Levites to minister before Him.

There is a relationship between the holy temple of God and the
ordain priest for the temple that should come under a close
consideration in the Christian age. The temple consisted of
earthly physical materials—gold, silver, copper, wood, stones,
etc., that are shaped by divine artisans according to the
specifications of God. They are all the products from the
ground that God Almighty had cursed when Adam and Eve
blew it in the Garden of Eden. “Then to Adam He said,
"Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have
eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'you
shall not eat of it": “Cursed is the ground for your sake; in toil
you shall eat of it all the days of your life.” (Genesis 3:17) All
the furniture items of the temple had been separated and
sanctified for the Lord’s use. Even the temple building and the
site it was situated. But this separation was not enough,
atonement had to be made for the altar of the Living God and it
had to be consecrated in order to be made holy. “Seven days
you shall make atonement for the altar and sanctify it. And the
altar shall be most holy. Whatever touches the altar must be
holy.” (Exodus 29:37)
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Whatever may be the spiritual elevation of the calling of the
priest from the tribe of Levites, they are all descendants of sin
tainted Adam and Eve. The appointed sin tainted priests cannot
be admitted to the holy temple without being subjected to the
spiritual refinement. This is why chapter 29 of Exodus was
dedicated to processes of consecration. The precept was simple
and clear; “whoever touches the altar of God in the holy temple
must be holy.” In the days of computer floppy disk, you cannot
save information to a disk without first of all formatting it. In
the same way, in order that the ordained priest may be
compatible to the holy standard required of God in the temple,
he must undergo the processes of consecration. “So I will
consecrate the tabernacle of meeting and the altar. I will also
consecrate both Aaron and his sons to minister to Me as
priests.” (Exodus 29:44)

Consecration of Aaron and his sons as the first priests in Israel
reminds me of the mercy of God that endureth for ever. Apart
from the general nature of flesh that needed to be brought
under the subjection of God the consecration of Aaron was
inevitable. Remember that Aaron was the one who molded the
golden calf idol for Israelites to worship. The hands of Aaron
needed to be made holy before they can serve at the temple of
God. The mind of Aaron needed rejuvenation in holiness. The
veil in the eyes of Aaron that had beheld the golden calf idol
god needed to be removed before beholding the glory of the
temple of the Living God. Invariably the mercy of God first
permeated in the restoration of Aaron before his services was
acceptable unto God. It is therefore spiritually safe to declare
that a priest is a spiritually restored living vessel of honor in the
temple of the Living God, molded and shaped in holiness,
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bonded to the holy temple, taught of God to be a servant of the
Most High God and an intermediary between God and man,
appointed to be the voice of deliverance, blessing and judgment
to the people of God.

It was clearly stated in the law of God that no blemished or
defective  (physically handicapped) person could be
consecrated as priest.

“Speak to Aaron, saying: 'No man of your descendants in
succeeding generations, who has any defect, may approach to
offer the bread of his God. For any man who has a defect shall
not approach: a man blind or lame, who has a marred face or
any limb too long, man who has a broken foot or broken hand,
or is a hunchback or a dwarf, or a man who has a defect in his
eye, or eczema or scab, or is a eunuch. No man of the
descendants of Aaron the priest, who has a defect, shall come
near to offer the offerings made by fire to the Lord. He has a
defect; he shall not come near to offer the bread of his God.
He may eat the bread of his God, both the most holy and the
holy; only he shall not go near the veil or approach the altar,
because he has a defect, lest he profane My sanctuaries; for |
the Lord sanctify them.” (Leviticus 21:17-23)

Reading through the passage above the first thing that came to
my mind was that, if God does not want anyone with defect to
serve in His temple, why then did He appoint Moses, a
stammerer, as a leader over the Israelites. First of all, there is
no mistake in the ordained appointment of God. The
resounding response from the scripture is, “The Lord hath
prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth
over all. (Psalm 103:19) But the Lord is in his holy temple: let
all the earth keep silence before him. (Habakkuk 2:20) The
Lord’s Kingdom rules over all in His righteous authority, and
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let all the critical minded earthly people keep silence before
Him.

The office of Moses as the spiritual king of Israelites was
different from the office of priest. Moses spoke mouth to
mouth with God, “With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even
apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the
Lord shall he behold.” (Numbers 12:8) Aaron was the
spokesman of Moses to the people, “And he shall be thy
spokesman unto the people: and he shall be, even he shall be to
thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to him instead of
God.” (Exodus 4:16) Aaron was the temple priest leading the
entire Israelites to worship before the Living God. No man
anointed Moses. He was called, ordained and anointed of God.
On the other hand, Moses anointed Aaron as the priest. “You
shall put the holy garments on Aaron, and anoint him and
consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest. And you
shall bring his sons and clothe them with tunics. You shall
anoint them, as you anointed their father, that they may
minister to Me as priests; for their anointing shall surely be an
everlasting priesthood throughout their generations." Thus
Moses did; according to all that the Lord had commanded him,
S0 he did.” (Exodus 40:13-16)

We need to understand the thoughtfulness of God about this
passage. It is not implied that God, the Creator of the whole
universe discriminates against the handicapped people; rather it
is because of the enormous services of the priest. The duty of a
priest required an extensive mobility inside and outside the
temple. God needs the functioning hands of His ministers to
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administer blessing to His people and He also needs the mobile
legs of the minister to follow the directives of the Living God.
The eyes of the priest are needed for the divine vision of God
and his ears to hear the voice of God. The wholesome able
bodied man is needed in the vineyard of the Lord. A
handicapped shepherd cannot physically watch over the flock
of God. Being the intermediaries between God and man,
representing the interest of the Israelites before God, if the
priest is handicapped, it means he will need the service of
another man before he can serve the table of the Lord.
Certainly God does not want any delegation between His
priests and the temple so that holiness which is the watch word
in the temple will not be impaired.

Consecration of a priest was an elaborate ceremony among
Israelites. It was obedience to the commandment of God. It
took place in the temple in the presence of the people in a
dignified manner. It is intended to serve two important
purposes. Firstly, to present the spiritual leaders to the people
for recognition and secondly to prepare them in holiness for
their spiritual offices. The ordinance of consecration takes
seven days and the priest have to stay in the temple for seven
days after consecration. There were clear seven different stages
of the consecration of the priest. “And you shall offer a bull
every day as a sin offering for atonement ... Now this is what
you shall offer on the altar: two lambs of the first year, day by
day continually. One lamb you shall offer in the morning and
the other lamb you shall offer at twilight. (Exodus 29:36-40)
The procedures of consecration in details and the offering of
the sin offering for atonement and offering of two lambs of one
year old daily one in the morning and in twilight for the
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purification of the altar and the priest must be done continually
for the seven days.

The consecration of the priest began with washing in water.
The understanding behind water cleansing was not clearly
stated here. Water is the liquid base through which man can be
physically washed clean. “And Aaron and his sons you shall
bring to the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and you shall
wash them with water.” (Exodus 29:4) The body is soaked,
dissolved the dirt and washed away in the water. This process
is undoubtedly a physical cleansing, but it also has spiritual
connotation. Even in the Christian age, water baptism set the
tone of our Christian journey.

A clean body of the priest deserves honorable robe. The
Thoughtful Heavenly Father commanded that the priest should
be clothed with holy garment “Then you shall take the
garments, put the tunic on Aaron, and the robe of the ephod,
the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with the
intricately woven band of the ephod.” (Exodus 29:5) The
priests are the servant of God by their calling, and as such their
appearance must depict a true representative of the Heavenly
King. Therefore the garment of the priest is specially designed
by the anointed artisans according to the divine specification of
God. The garment of the priest is proverbial, and it also defines
his job schedule. We shall discuss further on this in detail later
in this chapter.

The first two process of consecration is physical in all intent
and purpose but when it comes to anointing of the priest,
although its procedure is physical but its intent and purposes is
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spiritual. God commanded that the priest should be anointed
with oil. “And you shall take the anointing oil, pour it on his
head, and anoint him.” (Exodus 29:7) God specifically
commanded Moses to gather principal spices and ingredient for
the preparation of the holy anointing oil after the art of the
apothecary (perfumer) and prepared in holiness, specifically for
the anointing of the altar of the Most High God, the sacred
furnitures and all the vessels in the altar as well as Aaron and
his sons that ministered before God as priests. (Exodus 30:22-
33) In order to intimate ourselves with this unique purpose,
anointing is defined as the power of Holy Spirit that enables
and empowers the elects of the Most High God to overcome
physically impossible situations in the physical realm through
the power of Holy Spirit. Anointing of God makes difference
between an ordinary man and the ministers of God because
anointing turns the secular dwarf to spiritual giant. Anointing
breaks the yoke!

The next procedure of consecration was not directly related to
the priest but we need to pay attention to the detail. The only
thing the priest has to do here is to lay his hand on the offering
animal and after that it shall be offered for sacrifice. By laying
his hands on the offering animal, spiritually it connotes
transferring all his sins upon the animal for atonement. “You
shall also have the bull brought before the tabernacle of
meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on the
head of the bull. Then you shall kill the bull before the Lord, by
the door of the tabernacle of meeting. You shall take some of
the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the altar with
your finger, and pour all the blood beside the base of the
altar.” (Exodus 29:10-12) “You shall also take one ram, and
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Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on the head of the
ram; and you shall kill the ram, and you shall take its blood
and sprinkle it all around on the altar.” (Exodus 29:15-16)
The blood of the two sacrificial animals was sprinkled to the
altar. This is a sin offering for the priest. This particular
procedure is very important in the consecration procedure,
because throughout the tenor of the office of the priest in the
temple, he will be performing the atonement offering for the
sin entire Israelites that their sins may be taking away. If the
priest’s sin is not atoned for, it means he is not qualified to
stand before the righteous God to make an atonement offering
for the Israelites.

The next procedure is the purification of the priest and the
temple by blood of the consecration ram according to God’s
commandment. “You shall also take the other ram, and Aaron
and his sons shall put their hands on the head of the ram. Then
you shall kill the ram, and take some of its blood and put it on
the tip of the right ear of Aaron and on the tip of the right ear
of his sons, on the thumb of their right hand and on the big toe
of their right foot, and sprinkle the blood all around on the
altar. And you shall take some of the blood that is on the altar,
and some of the anointing oil, and sprinkle it on Aaron and on
his garments, on his sons and on the garments of his sons with
him; and he and his garments shall be hallowed, and his sons
and his sons' garments with him.” (Exodus 29:19-21)

From this second ram, the tenuphah offering, the blood was
to be put upon the lobe of the right ear, upon the right
thumb and the right big toe. In this case, the application of
the blood signals dedication, or sanctification unto HaShem.
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The ear attaches to the Hebrew concept of ‘hear’ which
signifies ‘obey.” The priest would thus listen to the words of
God and perform them. Blood on the ear bespeaks
obedience to God. Yeshua is the only perfect example of
that. All that He ‘heard’ He did. His ‘ear’ was in every way
perfectly sanctified.

The blood of the tenuphah offering was also put on the right
thumb and the right big toe. In ancient times, conquering
enemies would sever thumb and toe to debilitate their
captives. The thumb and toe were recognized as necessary
for one’s full ability to carry our life’s tasks. The thumb
governs the work of the hands, and the big toe makes the
feet strong for work. Putting blood on each signified that the
work of hands and feet were to be sanctified to HaShem. The
Priest’s life energies were to be expended in service to the

Lord .

In this procedure a spiritual link is established between the
priest and the temple. The ear is the sensory organ of hearing.
The right ear of the priest is anointed with blood that he might
be quickened to hear from God in the temple. No one can hold
anything with his hands without the use of the thumb. Thus the
priest’s right thumb was anointed with blood that he might do
the righteous will of God in the temple. The big toe is the first
launching pad of a foot when walking. Thus the right big toe of
the priest was anointed with blood that he might always engage
his right legs to follow and move at God’s righteous
commandments in the temple. Remember any where the right
leg moves in righteousness, the left leg will follow. Apart from

2 Filling the hands of Aaron and his sons: notes by Tim Heggs.
www.torahresource.com/Parashpdfs/66CommentsTR.pdf Online article
obtained on March 17, 2012
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the specifics of putting the blood of the animal on Aaron’s
right ear, right thumb and his big toe, you will notice that the
way the blood was sprinkled upon the altar, the same way the
blood was also sprinkled upon the priest’s garment. By this, the
temple as well at the priest is made holy. The priest is
spiritually bonded in purity to the holy items in the temple
because whoever or whatever touches the altar must be holy.”
(Exodus 29:37)

Moses placed the wave offering (Hebrew: tenuphah) and the
heave offering (Hebrew: terumah) in the hand of the priest
according to the commandment of God.” Also you shall take
the fat of the ram, the fat tail, the fat that covers the entrails,
the fatty lobe attached to the liver, the two kidneys and the fat
on them, the right thigh (for it is a ram of consecration), one
loaf of bread, one cake made with oil, and one wafer from the
basket of the unleavened bread that is before the Lord; and you
shall put all these in the hands of Aaron and in the hands of his
sons, and you shall wave them as a wave offering before the
Lord. You shall receive them back from their hands and burn
them on the altar as a burnt offering, as a sweet aroma before
the Lord. It is an offering made by fire to the Lord. ”(Exodus
29:22-25) The wave offering is presented in horizontal motion
and the heave offering in vertical motion according to the
tradition of the Jews.

The terms in which this grant was made distinguish
between the heave-offering and the wave-offering. The
heave-offering was a portion of their gifts — "heave-
offering of all their gifts;" the wave-offering might be the
whole of the thing offered. The idea conveyed by a heave-
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offering was the taking up a part to offer it to God;
whereas the idea of the wave-offering is more general,
implying consecration to God, for it was waved before the
Lord. A gift might therefore be termed both a heave-
offering and a wave-offering; but every wave-offering
could not be also called a heave-offering. To heave,
required a residue from which it was lifted up; to wave,
the gift itself only was requisite.

The significance of this is that the priest made the offering unto
the Lord. Although it was not specifically mentioned in the
chapter that the priest made sign of Cross with the wave
offering and heave offering, but we know in our time that
horizontal and vertical motion of the offering is obviously the
signature of the cross. Here the mystery of the Cross
manifested. Although the priest of old were acting according to
the consecration instructions, they never knew that our Lord
Jesus Christ will be offered as sacrifice for the sins of the
whole world on the vertical and horizontal beams called Cross
of Calvary. Certainly this is not a coincidence. Everything took
place according to the blue print plan of our salvation.

Moses would receive the offering back from their hands and
burn them on the altar as a sweet aroma before the Lord.

The priest shall partake of the offering sacrifices of
consecration according to the directive of God. “And you shall
take the ram of the consecration and boil its flesh in the holy

3

http://www.stempublishing.com/magazines/bt/BT07/1869_242_Heave_Wave_Offer
ings.html . STEM Publishing : Magazines : The Bible Treasury : Volume 7 : Heave-
Offerings and Wave-Offerings (Online Article obtain March 17, 2012
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place. Then Aaron and his sons shall eat the flesh of the ram,
and the bread that is in the basket, by the door of the
tabernacle of meeting. They shall eat those things with which
the atonement was made, to consecrate and to sanctify them;
but an outsider shall not eat them, because they are holy.”
(Exodus 29:31-32) Perhaps you are wondering, “What
happened to the offering animal and other offering items?”
They were divided between the altar of the Living God and the
priest. The parts for the altar are burnt after the wave offering,
but the rest are for the consumption of the priest on the day it
was offered. If the priest cannot consume all, it must be burnt
because they are holy no one else can eat it except the priest.
The significant of this is that the priest fellowshipped with the
Lord in the temple. This is where the common parlance
emerged: “Those who work in the temple eat from the temple.”
True to this statement, there is no one in the employment of
God that He cannot sustain. In the faithfulness of the Living
God, this principle was entrenched in the procedure of
consecration.

Consecration process is a spiritual procedure that bound the
priest to the holy temple of Holy God in order to make him
compatible to the holy nature of God’s presence that manifest
in the temple to fellowship with His people. In the procedure of
consecration of the ancient priest, three important elements
played significant roles. The water featured in consecration for
cleansing, the blood for purification of the altar and the priest
and the anointing of oil as the release of the power of Holy
Spirit upon the priest. Although we found it difficult to
understand the rationale of these in the gory nature of the
consecration procedure, but the scripture was not silent over
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this. It was clearly in line with the word of God. “And there
are three that bear witness on earth: the Spirit, the water, and
the blood; and these three agree as one.” (I John 5:8) The
three earthly witness bearers—Spirit, water and blood—played
their roles in establishing the bonding relationship of holiness
between the holy altar and the priest.

The gory outlook of the ordinance of consecration is
cumbersome and definitely not comfortable. Imagine a
situation whereby every Sunday morning service will attract
the slaughtering of a bull before the minister could enter the
pulpit to exhort the people of God. Perhaps for every Bible
Studies a ram must be slaughtered and a prayer meeting must
attract atonement of burnt offering animals before we can
worship God. If a congregation of about ten thousand have to
make a yearly sin offering, one should be looking for the
massacre of about ten thousand lambs without blemish. There
is no doubt that the traditional ordinance of consecration in the
olden days is cumbersome and its gory rituals of shedding the
blood of animal are not all that comfortable. However that was
the standard of Almighty God then. The fact that it is no longer
practiced in the church today is not indicative that God had
amended His law. This | believe was one of the reasons why
we are told in the Bible that New Testament is a better
covenant.

The said better covenant of the New Testament should not be
interpreted as an update of the Old Testament covenant thereby
making it to become obsolete and useless. Old Testament
inspires believers of our time the same way New Testament
inspires. Both Old and New Testament are the instruments of
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the revelation of God that actively pointing people to the will
of God. Agreeably, the Old Testament was the shadow of good
things to come, “For the law having a shadow of good things
to come, and not the very image of the things, ” (Hebrew 10:1)
the New Testament is the fulfillment thereof. The New
Covenant is a better covenant because of Jesus Christ, its
mediator and the perfectness of its sacrifice. “And to Jesus the
mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling,
that speaketh better things than that of Abel.” (Hebrew 12:24)
It was established upon better promises (Hebrews 8:6) because
of the provision of grace. “For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

The principles of our salvation remain technically the same; the
only difference was that Jesus Christ the Lamb of God replaced
all the atonement animals that should have sacrificed on the
altar. It was not easy at all for the Son of Man to be a sacrifice
for the redemption of mankind. He pled in prayer with the
Father in Heaven in the Garden of Gethsemane that the cup of
anguish may pass over Him. But He succumbed in humility to
the will of His Father in Heaven. He chose to die so that we
can live. He died a more gruesome death on the Cross of
Calvary than the slaughtering of offering animal. Jesus Christ
is our High Priest. “He doesn't need to offer sacrifices every
day, as high priests do--first for their own sins, then for those
of the people. He did this once for all when He offered
Himself.” (Hebrew 7:27) We can now understand the worth of
our salvation and why we should appreciate it so much.
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We may be tempted to ask, “What is the focus of God in the
procedures of consecration?”” When | see the blood | will pass
over them. The first born of Israelites in the land of Goshen
were preserved because upon the commandment of God, the
people of God killed the lamb of Passover and put its blood at
their door post. This was not implying that God is a blood thirst
Spirit Being. In fact it expounded on the faithfulness of God
that says, the soul that sinneth shall die. The animal in the sin
offering symbolically took the place of the sinner, and bear his
judgment of sin. That is why the sinner laid his hand on the
atonement animal. Every time this is done in the temple, the
blood of animal typified the perfect blood of Jesus Christ that
had atone the sin of many who will receive Him by faith
according to His eternal procedure of salvation even before His
advent on earth. When the Lord in His temple sees the blood of
atonement, He does not see the sin-sick soul of His people
anymore, rather He only behold people that are justified by the
blood of His Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore He is able to
manifest His presence in the midst of His people to fellowship
with them.

The important inference that one should not lose sight of in the
consecration of the priest and the temple is that holiness should
be the foundation upon which the ministry of a minister of God
should be build on. From the principle of consecration, God is
explicitly speaking to the entire mankind. As it was in the Old
Testament, the same standard is required in the New
Testament. Holiness is the mark of Christ in our Christian
journey. We are separated from the wickedness of this world
to the holiness in the Lord through the redemption process.
Holiness and righteousness set the elects of God apart from the
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wicked world as the children of Almighty God. It is in
holiness that Christians are described as the light and the salt of
the world with expectation to make remarkable difference on
earth. Without holiness, no man can see God.

God wants to dwell in the midst of His people; He wants to
attend the praises of His people. He wants to continue the
sweet fellowship He began with Adam and Eve in the Garden
of Eden with His people. He can only come down in the midst
of His people in the majesty of His glory if the environment is
right in holiness.
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CHAPTER 5
THE PRIEST GARMENT

Exodus Chapter 39 covered the details specification of the
priests’ garments, with its intricate breastplate. The colors of
the priest garment are royal purple, blue and scarlet. The
garments were made to be used in the holy place by Aaron and
his sons and subsequent priest that will be appointed and
ordained in Israel.

Gold was beaten into thin plates and cut into wires and woven
into the priest’s garments. There were elaborate shoulder plates
and girdles. The breastplate is described as made of “cunning
work,” Exodus 39:8—meaning that is was hand-craftily
designed by the artisans. The breastplate was made of 12
precious stones that were arranged in four rows with three
stones in each row. Each stone represented each tribe of Israel
and the name of each tribe was engraved on each stone. The
twelve precious stones were—sarduis, topaz, carbuncle,
emerald, sapphire, diamond, ligure, agate, amethyst, beryl,
onyx, and jasper. Each stone was encased in a plate of gold.
The chapter continues describing the details of the priests’
garments including a plate of the holy crown of pure gold and
engravement on it "Holiness to the Lord." Exodus 39:30.

The Heavenly God commanded the detailed design of the
garments of the priests. We wonder why God insisted on a
detailed design of the garments of the priests in an
exceptionally quality of the garments in fine linen of blue,
purple and scarlet thread. The ephod of the priest is quite
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interesting. The quality of its material and intricacies of its
design is noteworthy. The Lord is making a powerful statement
through the garments of the priests. The priests are the servant
of the Most-High God. The Heavenly Father intends the world
to behold the beauty of the glory of the Most-High God of the
temple in the royal appearance of the priests. The logo label on
company’s uniforms is to identify who wears it to the
company. The brilliant logo of the priest garment is holiness.
God intended the majesty of His glory and His holiness to be
the mark of identification on the temple priests. He intended
people to behold the glory of God in the appearance of the
priest.

And the intricately woven band of the ephod, which is on it,
shall be of the same workmanship, made of gold, blue, purple
and scarlet thread, and fine woven linen. Then you shall take
two onyx stones and engrave on them the names of the sons
of Israel: six of their names on one stone and six names on the
other stone, in order of their birth.... So Aaron shall bear their
names before the Lord on his two shoulders as a memorial.
(Exodus 28:8-10,12)
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According to the Biblical instructions and rabbinical traditions,
the breastplate is a patterned brocade like the ephod. The
threads of its fabric are gold, sky-blue, purple, and crimson
wool, and twisted linen. The garment itself is set with four
rows of small square stones, in settings of knitted or braided
gold. Each row contained three stones—totaling twelve stones,
one stone representing each of the twelve tribes of Israel. The
name of the corresponding tribe was engraved on each stone.
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STONE COLOR STONE’S | HEBREW | THETRIBEIT
NAME NAME REPRESENTED

Sardius Odem Judah

Topaz Pitdah Issachar

Emerald | Ubaraket Zebulun

Turquoise | Nophek Reuben

o .
) L e R B
MEEEREA | Sapphire | Sappir Simeon

Diamond | Yahalom Gad
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STONE COLOR | STONE’S | HEBREW | THETRIBEIT
NAME NAME REPRESENTED
Jacinth Leshem Ephraim
Agate Shebu Manasseh
Amethyst | Achlamah Benjamin
Tarshish
Beryl Chrysolith Dan
Onyx Shoham Asher
Jasper Yashpheh Naphtali
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The Priest Garment

The priests occupied the intermediary position between God
and mankind, as the Ambassador of God unto man and as a
spiritual leader of the people of God before the Heavenly King.
Every minister of God is the appointed shepherd that God has
set over His own flock to oversee their spiritual and social
welfare. The calling of the ordained minister is a calling of
responsibility. They are responsible, first of all, to God
Almighty Who called them and secondly, to the people they
are representing before the Lord.

“So Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord on his two
shoulders as a memorial.” (Exodus 28:12b) In this
commandment, God was setting an acceptable standard
expected among the servants of God beginning from Aaron, the
first priest in Israel. The garment was like a job description of
the priest. A well-dressed priest in his full rabbinical garment
of a priest in appearance is obviously separated from the rest of
the people of God. No one can have difficulty in identify the
priest among the crowd. So also, is the responsibility of the
office. By the special design of the priest garment and the
intricacies of the ephod upon their shoulders on which the
names of the twelve tribes of Israel were engraved, it placed
the priests in the position of responsibility serving difficult
people and being watching over by the Merciful Father. Under
the precious garment, secular wisdom must be righteously
blended with and superimposed by spiritual wisdom in order
that the service of the priests may be acceptable by God and
appreciated of men.

The spiritual connotation of the ephod on the shoulders of the
priest is interpreted that the spiritual responsibilities of the
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Israelites is squarely on their shoulders. The understanding of
the law of God and spiritual knowledge about the ordinances
that God had commanded Israelites were their responsibilities.
Living in righteousness and in holiness and implementation of
the temple regulations was part of their responsibility. It was
their duties to be watchmen over the congregation of God and
to sound a note of warning concerning any act of sinfulness
they noticed among the people of God. It is also their
responsibility to live an exemplary life worthy of spiritual
leaders.

Enemies like foxes among the flock will surely try to scatter
the sheep, and the first object of the attack of enemy is the
shepherd. Therefore, the first line of priest’s defense is
themselves. This should not be misconstrued to be selfishness.
The priest should not dip their hands into ensnaring sins that
can become gate for the demonic forces to penetrate their lives.
It is their spiritual responsibility to protect the flock by leading
them into the protecting shield of Almighty God in making
sure that the people of God do not break the law of God. And
peradventure, if the people of God were overtaken and fall into
sin, the priest must make necessary atonement for their sins so
that they may remain within the protective wings of Almighty
God. All the feasts ordained by God must be celebrated strictly
in accordance to the law of God.

“So Aaron shall bear the names of the sons of Israel on the
breastplate of judgment over his heart, when he goes into the
holy place, as a memorial before the Lord continually. And you
shall put in the breast plate of judgment the Urim and
Thummim, and they shall be over Aaron’s heart when he goes
in before the Lord. So Aaron shall bear the judgment of the
children of Israel over his heart before the Lord continually”
(Exodus 28:29-30)
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The breastplates are made of precious stones and are laid in
gold plate. Each stones represented each of the twelve tribes of
Israel and the names of the sons of Israel were engraved in
each of the stones. Inside the breast place were Urim and
Thummim. Urim and Thummim are generally interpreted as
"lights and perfections” or "revelation and truth." The
etymological source of these two items as well as the material
they were made of was not known. The only revealed
understanding of Urim and Thummim in the scripture was that
they were sacred objects carried inside the breastplate of the
high priest of ancient Israel and used as oracular media to
divine the will of God. The priest wore the breastplate as part
of their garment when he came into the presence of God in the
Holy Place.

Today some people are of the opinion that the church
organization is a lucrative business. As a result, people with
questionable characters are now going into the business of the
church. The ulterior motive in the heart of some ministers
behind the establishment of a church, in some cases, may be
centered on wealth. Some ministers use the ecumenism of the
church to amass wealth from the members instead of rendering
honest spiritual service with the mind of integrity first of all to
God Almighty and secondly to the flock he is appointed to
feed.

In the opinion of some, the relationship of the church and the
members may seem to be primarily mutual because some think
that minister feed the church with the word of God, while the
members paid the church back in terms of monetary offering or
other benefit in kind in return. Certainly, this is not so. The
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relationship goes beyond physical in appearance although its
modus operandi may seem physical in outlook but in actual
fact it is spiritual in nature. Prayers and scriptural teachings are
offered in the physical realm but the resultant of the two is
always obvious after it had received the divine touch of
Almighty God. The Spiritual God uses a physical man to
accomplish the goal of His spiritual church. “I will build My
church and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”
(Matthew 16:18) God intends to use men to accomplish His
spiritual goals on earth. The minister of God who is in the right
standing with the Heavenly God in righteousness and holiness
will stand tall in the blessed will of God and do remarkable
things and nothing will be able to stand against the purpose of
God in his ministry. The minister who is deep in the knowledge
of the ways of God should realize that his relationship to the
members is mainly sacrificial in nature.

The minister is a sacrifice for the congregation. Pastor is the
living headquarter that God sits in to rule in the church. The
eyes of minister are the eyes of God through which He sees the
church. The hand of the minister is the hands of God with
which He moves with His power and authority within the
church. The mouth of the minister is the mouthpiece of God
through which He speaks and blesses the church. The life he
lives, he lives it for God. He cannot afford to live like anybody
because he bears the name of the Lord. It began from Jesus
Christ our Lord, the head of the Church who offered His life as
a ransom for the church. The Apostles, who carried on from
where He left, operated in the same platform of sacrifice. They
laid before the altar of God, a befitting sacrifice for the Church
in terms of everything they had which included their lives.
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This was the purpose of the breastplate upon the hearts of the
priest of God in lIsrael at the time. Each breastplate was an
intercessory prayer point in the heart of the priest that the godly
tribes might remain in the commonwealth of love of God. Each
tribe of Israel in the heart of the priest was adequately
represented before the Living God as the priest entered the
Holy Place. The needs of each of the tribes were presented
before God to be met. The challenges of the tribes were laid
before Almighty God to be confronted. The concerns of the
tribes were laid before God to be addressed.

The same is the loving relationship expected of the ministers in
the Church of Jesus Christ towards the members in their
congregation. As these ministers raised the banner of Christ
before the people, they must be able to carry the people along
with them in the standard of holiness and righteousness. You
can now understand why God seemed to be over-protective of
His servants when the scripture says, ‘He permitted no one to
do them wrong: Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes, saying,
“Do not touch My anointed ones, and do My prophets no
harm.’” (I Chronicle 16:21-22; Psalm 105:14-15) You will
now understand also that it was because of the responsibilities
of all tribes of Israelites that God squarely placed on the
shoulders of the priests that God commanded the rest of the
tribes of Israelites to bring forth the tenth of their income to the
tribe of Levites for the priesthood services they rendered in the
tabernacle. “And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all
the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service of the
tabernacle of the congregation.” (Number 18:21)

It was also the breastplate of judgment of the Israelites. It is
said that the judgment of God will begin at the household of

-101 -



Temple of God

God, (I Peter 4:17) perhaps we wonder why? The church will
be judged in the law of God in accordance with the revelation
of the law that God gave to her leaders. Any spiritual leader
that is milking the church in terms of embezzlement and other
sinful activities in the church is like he is entering the Holy
Place with an unclean garment. Any leader that is feeding the
flock with partial truth because of fear of man is spiritually
endangering the lives of the members. The consequence of this,
of course, is a grave judgment. Therefore, the whole truth, no
matter how hurting it may seem to be, must not be withheld by
the minister of God. It is a serious disaster when a minister
stands on the pulpit and admonishes the congregation to do
what he says and not what he does. Invariably, he is saying just
live according to the message of the gospel that he is preaching
and not the way he lives. Whenever this awful statement came
out of the mouth of the servant of God, certainly it means the
minister is in a sin. If the minister is in sin, it means the
heavenly spiritual network with the congregation is severed.
Our Heavenly Father is the greatest coordinator and orderly
Father and cannot bypass and sidetrack the visionary of the
congregation to bless the church. When Eli failed to stand tall
in his ministry as the priest, there was a period of silence in
Israel. There was no message of God towards the Israelites
until God raised Samuel to replace him. A minister of God
cannot afford to be living in sin. If the sin of Achan can shut
down the helping hand of God among Israelites His people,
and the small city of Ai defeated the supposedly holy nation of
Israel in battle, it is a pointer to the servant of God not to allow
any defilement to the ambassadorial office they occupied. It is
the sacred duty of the minister to locate the hiding place of the
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spirit of Achan (the element of defilement) in the church and
uproot it from its foundation.

It is often said, “Nobody is perfect.” That could be true for
ordinary person in the street or perhaps for brethren within the
congregation who are yet to understand the purpose of their
salvation. But that is not the measuring standard of a minister.
God demanded perfection from Abraham before he entered
into covenant with him. He introduced Himself and said, “7 am
Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless.” (Genesis
17:1) “You shall be blameless before the Lord your God.”
(Deuteronomy 18:13) Jesus Christ in His sermon on the mount
said, “Be ye therefore perfect even as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48) A minister of God must be
absolute and must be living above the board. The life of the
minister is the physical gospel that the congregation literally
lives by. If the minister is a humble man people in the
congregation will relate humbly towards each other. If the
minister is a prayerful man, many people in the congregation
will emulate him and strive so hard to become prayer warriors.
If the man of God is a powerful teacher of the scripture, many
will be influenced by his powerful teaching and be challenged
to search the scripture in order to be well versed like the
minister. If the minister often ministers with song to the
congregation, do not be surprised that the church will become
congregation of singers. Individual ministries and personal
spiritual development will be springing up in the congregation
because of the diligence and the spiritual discipline of the
minister. It is not difficult to behold the anointing of the man of
God upon his congregation the way many church members
pray, teach, and even speak like the minister. The messenger of
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the gospel should and MUST reflect the message of the gospel
of the Lord that he is presenting to the church. God has zero
tolerance for hypocrisy from his servants. This is why many
pastors failed when they lightly took the issue of righteousness
and holiness in their priesthood office.

Furthermore, all the families of God in the church are the
family of the minister. He is the spiritual father figure for the
church. Although the names of each family in the church are
not listed out and made a breastplate for the minister to wear
like the ancient priest in Israel but in the spiritual realm, the
names of each of the families of God in the Church are
engraved on precious stone upon the heart of the minister. He
is the appointed leader over the church. The minister is to bear
the burden of the church. Some ministers think that their
appointment with the church is only on Sundays and perhaps
during other weekly programs of the church. Like the priest of
old, the minister has everlasting appointment with the church
he is leading. He is accountable to their spiritual growth
therefore he must share the spiritual knowledge that God
revealed to him to the congregation. If the father of the church
is not strong in the word of God, the congregation will be
living like spiritual babies, they will not be able to chew the
strong bones and attain the revealed knowledge of the word of
God. He is accountable for the blessing of the congregation
therefore he must intimate them with the spiritual principle of
sowing and reaping. The joy of the church is also his joy and
the sorrow of the church his sorrow therefore he must be given
to prayer and fasting for the church that the joy of the brethren
will be full. He must also incorporate prayer sessions into the
program of the church that will involve every family in the
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church so that the mighty hands of God may be upon the
church. He must be bold to declare the truth that directly
addresses the spiritual weaknesses of the church so that the
congregation can seek the Lord for repentance. No spiritual
weaknesses or errors must be swept under the carpet. The
minister being a spiritual general himself must be able to raise
able lieutenants within the church to support and help him to
steer the boat of the church. Please reflect on all these facts.

And upon its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue,
purple, and scarlet, all around its hem, and bells of gold
between them all around: a golden bell and a pomegranate, a
golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe all
around. And it shall be upon Aaron when he ministers, and it
sound will be heard when he goes into the holy place before
the Lord and when he comes out, that he may not die. You
shall also make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the
engraving of a signet: HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And you
shall put it on a blue cord, that it may be on the turban; it shall
be on the front of the turban. So it shall be on Aaron’s
forehead, that Aaron may be bear the iniquity of the holy
things which the children of Israel hallow in all their holy gifts
and it shall always be on his forehead, that they may be
accepted before they Lord. Exodus 28:33-38

Beginning from the golden turban covering on the head of the
priest, the remembrance stones on the setting of gold on his
shoulders, the breastplate of judgment the Thummim, Urim and
the ephod of the priest on the chest of the priest, the fine woven
linen tunic and blue robe, the golden bells between
pomegranates sown to the helm of the gown of the priest, God
was painting a vivid picture that the priest was the only living
item of the temple of God that must appear holy unto God and
unto man in order to be a spiritual vessel of God in the temple.
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Furthermore, God is implying that the golden quality of His
temple must be perfectly matched with the quality of the
people serving the table of the Lord. God intends His servants
to perfectly fit into His plans and purposes. “And you shall
make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for
beauty.” (Exodus 28:2) Blending of glory and beauty is the
standard appearance required of the servant of God. The
thoughtfulness of God in commanding a detailed design of the
priest garment in gold is a pointer to the quality of the life
expected of God’s servants who will wear the priestly garment.
He wants His servants to be glorious in the outside in terms of
appearance in godliness and beautiful on the inside in terms of
righteousness and holiness.

In addition, God commanded that the golden bells between
pomegranates should be sown round about the hem of the
priest garment. The jingling of the golden bell as the priest
entered into the Holy Place was an array of ordained personal
glory upon these servants of Most High. Whenever the priests
were going to the temple, they were prepared in holiness and
sanctified for their activities in the temple. The jingling of the
bell announced the presence of the representative of Holy God.
At the same time, it portrayed the image of holiness of God and
purity that the priest represented to the people so that anything
that could defile the sanctity of a priest might be cleared off the
pathway of the priest. It was also a personal reminder of their
holy responsibilities in the house of the Lord as they serve the
table that they should not at any point in time soil their
priesthood with defilement. Although the ministers in the
church of Jesus Christ today dressed in coat and tie,
notwithstanding, the unseen spiritual bells that differentiate the
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priest of old from the crowd of believers is still jingling on the
ministers’ garment in the spiritual realm. The minister is the
spiritual eyepiece through which God sees the church.

Perhaps you are saying within yourself that, “Thank God, | am
not a minister!” Do not rejoice yet until you understand the
scope of ministration in the church. Anyone ministering in the
church one way or the other is a minister. As a church worker
in any capacity you are serving, even if you are a cleaner or
janitor in the church you are a minister and you are accountable
to God in your services in the church regardless of the person
who appoint you to serve. You do not have to operate from the
pulpit before you minister to people. In anyway your life
touches another and you impart the trail of the beauty of Jesus
Christ to that individual, you are a minister. If you are a cleaner
in the church, as you gather the dust of the unseen footprint of
the people visiting the church every Sunday in order to make
the place habitable, the spiritual connotation of it is that you are
in one way or the other gathering the saints into the kingdom of
God as a result you are a minister. Certainly, your generation
will not be found wanted in the kingdom of God if you render
the service faithfully and sacrificially. If you are a janitor in a
church, you are not only opening the door for mankind to enter
into the sanctuary you are unwittingly also welcoming the host
of heaven into the assembly of the saint. As the last man in the
church just before you close the last door, you are seeing off
the heavenly host on assignment in the temple of God on the
day. Your generation will never go home empty handed if you
render the service faithfully.
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The inscription of “HOLINESS TO THE LORD” on a plate of
pure gold upon the turban of Aaron is a personal message to
the servants of God that their identities as minister of God
cannot be hidden. It is also a message to the congregation that
the servant is an appointed minister of God. It is also an
indication that his appointment was not influenced by the
wisdom of man. As a result, the minister must be honored, and
his Holy Spirit imparted message is binding on the
congregation.

To whom much is given much is also expected. Our Heavenly
Father is a faithful God, and He manifested His faithfulness in
the way He honors His servants and showcased them as vessel
unto honor in the way He made them fit in perfectly with the
quality of His dwelling place among humanity in the Temple.
You will in no doubt agree with me that it goes beyond wistful
thinking of someone waking up one day without thoroughly
groomed self in righteousness and holiness and declare himself
to be a minister of God. The honorable task of a priest of God
requires divine separation of self, divine molding and shaping
in order to bring him to the state of perfection that God
intended of him for His own glory. "Thus you shall do to
Aaron and his sons, according to all that I have commanded
you. Seven days you shall consecrate them. And you shall offer
a bull every day as a sin offering for atonement.” (Exodus
29:35-36) If you are a minister of God, before you step into the
pulpit to minister to the people of God, ask yourself the
following sincere question. “DO I FIT IN INTO THE HOLY
TEMPLE OF GOD I AM STEPPING INTO?” Of course, this
question is not about your outward appearance. Next time you
are asked to minister, make sure you check your spiritual
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garment and ensure that it is not defiled before you step in the
Holy temple of God.
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CHAPTER
THE SOLOMON’S TEMPLE

Abundant peace and comfort are some of the reasons why
people tend to forget their Creator, but it was not the same in
the case of King David. He beheld the greatness of God in his
opulence. David was in the comfort of his palace one day after
the Ark of God had been brought to Jerusalem. The
thoughtfulness of the king made him to ruminating about the
glory of God. From his thought about the awesome glory of
God he thought about the Ark of Covenant in the tent. He
became very uncomfortable with the fact that the Ark of God
was placed inside the tent curtains in the open place in the
outskirt of the city. He said to Nathan, the prophet, “See now, I
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside the
tent curtains. ” Then Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is
in your heart, for the Lord is with you.” The thoughtfulness of
David exhibited the reflection of his nothingness compared
with the mightiness of Almighty God. He thought in his heart,
“How can I be dwelling in the beautiful mansion of my palace
and the Ark of God that represented the King of kings be
dwelling in a make-shift tent in the field?” He was of the
opinion that it is time for Him to build a mansion for the Ark of
God. But he shared his thought with the man of God, Prophet
Nathan, who encouraged the King David to do according to his
heart desires.

Now it came to pass when the king was dwelling in his house,
and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies all
around, that the king said to Nathan the prophet, "See now, |
dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells inside tent
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curtains.” Then Nathan said to the king, "Go, do all that is in
your heart, for the Lord is with you." But it happened that night
that the word of the Lord came to Nathan, saying, "Go and tell
My servant David, 'Thus says the Lord: "Would you build a
house for Me to dwell in? For | have not dwelt in a house since
the time that | brought the children of Israel up from Egypt,
even to this day, but have moved about in a tent and in a
tabernacle. Wherever | have moved about with all the children
of Israel, have | ever spoken a word to anyone from the tribes
of Israel, whom | commanded to shepherd My people Israel,
saying, 'Why have you not built Me a house of cedar?' " ' Now
therefore, thus shall you say to My servant David, 'Thus says
the Lord of hosts: "I took you from the sheepfold, from
following the sheep, to be ruler over My people, over Israel.
And | have been with you wherever you have gone, and have
cut off all your enemies from before you, and have made you a
great name, like the name of the great men who are on the
earth. Moreover | will appoint a place for My people Israel, and
will plant them, that they may dwell in a place of their own and
move no more; nor shall the sons of wickedness oppress
them anymore, as previously, since the time that | commanded
judges to be over My people Israel, and have caused you to
rest from all your enemies. Also the Lord tells you that He will
make you a house. "When your days are fulfilled and you rest
with your fathers, | will set up your seed after you, who will
come from your body, and | will establish his kingdom. He
shall build a house for My name, and | will establish the throne
of his kingdom forever. | will be his Father, and he shall be My
son. If he commits iniquity, | will chasten him with the rod of
men and with the blows of the sons of men. But My mercy
shall not depart from him, as | took it from Saul, whom I
removed from before you. And your house and your kingdom
shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be
established forever." ' "According to all these words and
according to all this vision, so Nathan spoke to David. Il
Samuel 7:1-17
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The thoughtfulness of righteousness may begin with a
righteous generation; it can also be accomplished in the next
generation of the righteous. It is amazing that the righteousness
and uprightness of King David was not enough reason for God
to grant him the honor of building His temple in Jerusalem. At
this point in time, David had not been involved in the sin of
adultery with Bathsheba. Although God denied David the
honor of building the temple, but it should not be interpreted
that God rejected David. In fact, God really appreciated the
sincere good intentions of the king but the Heavenly King has
His preference. It was like God was telling David that,
“Although 1 appreciated your thoughtfulness, but temple
building is not one of the assignments | created you to
accomplish on earth.” Please note that your good intentions
may not be the plan of God for accomplishment in your life.
But the beauty of this was that God did not leave David in
darkness over this. He sent His prophet, Nathan to minister to
David about His future plans regarding the temple in
Jerusalem.

The old age had set in. David was about to be gather together
with his ancestors. At this moment, the king was putting his
house in order and began to prepare the next king about the
important projects of the government. In his handing-over
conversation with Solomon his son, David revealed the reason
why God rejected his good intentions: “And David said to
Solomon: ‘My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build a
house to the name of the Lord my God; but the word of the
Lord came to me, saying, ‘You have shed much blood and have
made great wars; you shall not build a house for My name,
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because you have shed much blood on the earth in My sight. (I

Chronicle 22:7-8)

David never gave up about his good intentions. It was as if he
was saying, ‘If I was not ordained to build the temple for God,
I can initiate a plan towards it. | can make adequate preparation
for the material ahead of time to help the next king to

accomplish the project at the appointed time.

Preliminary Preparation for the temple

Materials Measurement | Today’s
in Value and | Quantity
Quantity
Gold 100,000 talents | 750 tons
Silver 1,000,000 37,500 tons
talents i I Chronicles
abundant Not available :
Bronze beyond measure 22:2-4;14-15
Iron abundant Not available
beyond measure
Cedar trees | abundant Not available
Timber abundant Not available
Stone abundant Not available
Workmen abundant Not available
Stonecutter | abundant Not available

So when David was old and full of days, he made his son
Solomon king over Israel. And he gathered together all the
leaders of Israel, with the priest and the Levites. Now the
Levites were numbered from the age of thirty years and above;
and the number of the individual males was thirty-eighty
thousand. Of these, twenty four thousand were to look after
the work of the house of the Lord, six thousand were officers
and judges, four thousand were gatekeepers, and four
thousand praised the Lord with musical instruments, “which |
made,” said David, “for giving praise.” (I Chronicle 23:1-5)
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He gathered the leaders of Israel, the priests and the Levites
about thirty eight thousand all together and he assigned unto
them national spiritual duties to glorify God Almighty. These
assignments were to take place in the temple of God by the
Levites—one of the tribes in Israel that God had assigned the
activities of the temple to at the beginning.

Ministries

Number
of Men

Spiritual
Assignment

Thoughtful
Purposes

Priests

24,000

To  observe and
execute all the holy
spiritual ordinances in
accordance with the
law of God and to lead
Israelites in  seeking
Lord God Almighty.

To lead the people of
God in seeking Him in
truth and in spirit in the
temple of God so that
people may maintain an
unflinching loyalty with
God and that idolatry
can be stamped out in
Israel.

Judges
and
Officers

6,000

To administer over the
affairs of the temple

To execute righteous
judgment among the
people of God and
according to the law of
God and carry out daily
administration of the
temple.

Musicians

4,000

To sing praises unto
the Lord in the Temple

To sing praises unto the
Living God and glorify
His Holy name in the
presence of people of
Israel with the musical
instruments that David
made.

Gatekeepers

4,000

To guard the gates of
the temple.

To provide security to
lives of the people and
holy treasures in the
temple of God and
ensure that orderliness
is in place during the
worshipping period of
the people of God in the
temple.
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It is one thing to praise God with fruit of our lips and it is
another thing to praise God with all our hearts and also with all
our resources. David tried as much as possible to immortalized
godliness among the Israelites. David was not the first king in
Israel. Although his words and actions were binding on the
entire citizens of Israel, but he relinquished his leadership and
authority of his kingdom to the Heavenly King by first of all
subjecting himself to God’s authority. He tried as much as
possible to pass on the same to the next generation of Israel’s
government, beginning with Solomon, his son to place God
Almighty in a preeminence position in the nation.

David was the only king in the Bible that set up a ministry of
praises unto God as part of his national government’s
responsibility towards God. The Ministry of Praise comprised
of 24 assorted divisions of musicians with 288 spiritual song
leaders. He appointed 4,000 strong singers of the tribe of
Levites to sing praises unto the Living God and glorify His
Holy name in the temple of the Lord in the presence of people
of Israel with the musical instruments that David made. Out of
38,000 spiritually strong men of the tribe of Levites he ordered
24,000 to be priest of the temple of God that Solomon will
build. This can be further interpreted as assigning 63 percents
of the Levites of his time unto holiness, so that they could
uphold righteousness in the nation. The priests were also to
lead the people of God in seeking Him in truth and in spirit in
the temple of God so that people may maintain an unflinching
loyalty with God and that idolatry can be stamped out in Israel.
He appointed 6,000 judges and officers of the temple to
execute righteous judgment among the people of God and
according to the law of God and also to carry out daily
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administration of the temple. He appointed 4,000 gatekeepers
to ensure security of the lives of the people and holy treasures
in the temple of God and to ascertain that orderliness was in
place during the worshipping period of the people of God in
the temple.

The methodological planning of David for the temple of God
that his son Solomon was to build in Jerusalem is a food for
thought for everyone that professed to be children of God. The
plans reflected the way David magnified the Lord in his heart.
It was the product of how he imagined the temple of God
should be. Perhaps he projected from the magnitude of his
palace, the quality of the infrastructures, the posh of the palace,
the administration, and the security of the palace. “Now David
said, ‘Solomon my son is young and inexperienced, and the
house to be built for the Lord must be exceedingly magnificent,
famous and glorious throughout all counties. I will now make
preparation for it.” (I Chronicles 22:5) Certainly David’s plan
for the temple was not only for the immediate generation, but
he also projected into generation yet to come and the expected
sophistication of the future generation of the Israelites that
would need to gather before the Lord in the temple. He
intended the temple to be the pride of the holy nation of Israel.
He intended to set an enviable standard of how the temple of
God should be and encouraged his successor to implement it
accordingly.

Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule,
its houses, its treasuries, its upper chambers, its inner
chambers, and the place of the mercy seat; and the plans for
all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the
Lord, of all the chambers all around, of the treasuries of the
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house of God, and of the treasuries for the dedicated things;
also for the division of the priests and the Levites, for all the
work of the service of the house of the Lord, and for all the
articles of service in the house of the Lord. He gave gold by
weight for things of gold, for all articles used in every kind of
service; also silver for all articles of silver by weight, for all
articles used in every kind of service; the weight for the
lampstands of gold, and their lamps of gold, by weight for
each lampstand and its lamps; for the lampstands of silver by
weight, for the lampstand and its lamps, according to the use
of each lampstand. And by weight he gave gold for the tables
of the showbread, for each table, and silver for the tables of
silver; also pure gold for the forks, the basins, the pitchers of
pure gold, and the golden bowls--he gave gold by weight for
every bowl; and for the silver bowls, silver by weight for every
bowl; and refined gold by weight for the altar of incense, and
for the construction of the chariot, that is, the gold cherubim
that spread their wings and overshadowed the ark of the
covenant of the Lord. "All this," said David, "the Lord made me
understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of
these plans.” (I Chronicles 28:11-19)

In a national project of this magnitude, there can be no
preparation without revelation. God did not leave David in
darkness regarding the blueprint plans of the temple. The way
God revealed unto Moses, David also received detailed
instruction from God on how the temple of God should be
built. “All this, said David, “the Lord made me understand in
writing, by His hand upon me, all the works of these plans.” (I
Chronicles 28:19) The guiding hand upon King David for the
preparation of the temple of God was the Spirit of God. King
David was anointed king in Israel. This means, he was
empowered and guided by the anointing of the Lord upon him
in right thinking and divine wisdom to execute the planning in
an amazing way. In addition to this were the documented
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records of the mighty works of God amongst His people in the
scroll. In effect, it means that the available information King
David could lay his hands on and the anointing of the Lord
upon him was sufficient for the preparation. This clearly
indicated that there is no other prototype way for doing the will
of God than the way it was originally handed down to mankind
at the beginning. The master plan for the temple of Solomon is
very much similar to the one originally handed down to Moses.

Leadership by Example

The abundant of materials in terms of gold, silver, bronze, iron
and other temple building materials, the workmen and well-
trained temple administrators that David had made available
for the temple from the king treasury was an indication of his
readiness and his commitment. In the provision for the temple,
David foresaw healing for the nation in the temple of God. He
could behold abundant of blessing for the people of God. He
could visualize that spiritual juggernaut that comprised of the
Levites will have spiritual offices in the temple of God in
future. It was evident in David’s provision for the temple, that
no amount can be consider too much for hopeful blessing that
the nation of Israel will derive from the spiritual monument. It
was also a practical demonstration of leadership by example.
Because he was prepared, and there were abundant resources to
execute the project of the temple, it was not difficult for him to
charge the leaders and the people of Israel with confidence to
rally round his son, Solomon to build the temple of God in
Jerusalem.
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Then the leaders of the fathers' houses, leaders of the tribes of
Israel, the captains of thousands and of hundreds, with the
officers over the king's work, offered willingly. They gave for
the work of the house of God five thousand talents and ten
thousand darics of gold, ten thousand talents of silver,
eighteen thousand talents of bronze, and one hundred
thousand talents of iron. And whoever had precious stones
gave them to the treasury of the house of the Lord, into the
hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. Then the people rejoiced, for
they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart they had
offered willingly to the Lord; and King David also rejoiced
greatly. | Chronicle 29:6-9

On the same note, he was able to turn to the people of Israel to
contribute immensely to the project of the temple. The king
was invariably bringing the people of lIsrael into partnership
with God by asking them to contribute for the temple project.
Whether they contribute or not, the available materials he had
provided were enough for the project. We wonder why he
asked them for the contribution. The wisdom behind his
thoughtfulness was that, “If the entire Israelites were part of the
builder of the temple, it is very certain that they will hold the
project dear to their hearts. It is much likely that they will not
do anything inimical or be part of the people that will bring
destruction to the temple. In effect, the king was inculcating in
the mind of the people, and expressly declared by way of their
partnership, “This is your temple, the Temple of your God,
therefore guard it jealously!” This means they should guard the
temple spiritually by doing the will of God in it and at the same
time guard and preserve the holiness of the temple by
preventing unholy deeds within or outside the temple.
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Contribution from the People of Israel

Materials | Scripture Today’s
Measurement Measurement
Gold 5,000 talents 187 tons of Gold

Silver 10,000 talents 375 tons of Silver
Bronze 18,000 talents 675 tons of Bronze
Iron 100,000 talents 3750 tons of Iron

Provision For the Vision

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a
dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give
you." Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to
your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you
and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this
great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his
throne this very day. "Now, O Lord my God, you have made
your servant king in place of my father David. But | am only a
little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. Your
servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great
people, too numerous to count to number. So give your
servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to
govern this great people of yours? The Lord was pleased that
Solomon had asked for this. So God said to him, "Since you
have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself,
nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for
discernment in administering justice, | will do what you have
asked. | will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there
will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be.
Moreover, | will give you what you have not asked for - both
riches and honor - so that in your lifetime you will have not
equal among kings. And if you walk in my ways and obey my
statutes and commands as David your father did, | will give
you a long life. (I Kings 3:5-14)
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God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a
breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the
seashore. Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the wisdom all
the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt.
He was wiser than any other man, including Ethan the Ezrahite
- wiser than Heman, Calcol and Darda, the sons of Mahol. And
his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. He spoke
three thousand proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand
and five. He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to
the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also taught about
animals and birds, reptiles and fish. Men of all nations came
to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all kings of the world,
who had heard of his wisdom. | Kings 4:29-34

King David was a faithful servant before Almighty God.
Regardless of the ups and downs in his spiritual life, he never
left behind a trail of an unrepented sinful life. Although God is
a righteous judge, but He does not look into the past of a
repented sinner because is mercy endures forever. Regardless
of the sinful relationship that heralded the union of marriage
between King David and Bathsheba the mother of Solomon but
the former wife of Uriah, when Solomon was born his birth
received the blessing of Almighty God. From the beginning of
his life, God loved Solomon. God took the pain of sending
words through His servant Nathan to specifically give a name
‘Jedidiah,” to Solomon. The Lord loved him; and because the
Lord loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet to
name him Jedidiah.” (Il Samuel 12: -25)

God never leaves his own people. He wants the best for them
and has a willing heart to help them succeed. The vision in the
life of Solomon was clearly defined. He was the king over a
unique and vast people of God. When he became a king in
Israel, Solomon had a divine visitation of the Creator. A young
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king in a large kingdom was in dire need of divine direction.
Of course, much responsibility was place upon his lap as the
king of the dynamic people of God, the twelve tribes of
Israelites. God visited Solomon in a dream and said, "Ask for
whatever you want me to give you." Solomon responded in
humility to the kindness of God, he asked for two important
things: a discerning heart to govern the people of God and a
heart to distinguish between right and wrong. In analyzing the
needs of King Solomon, his first request was wisdom. It is an
instrument of the office of a king. He needed wisdom to
organize his kingdom. He needed wisdom to coordinate the
leaders within his kingdom and to mobilize his subjects. He
needed wisdom to set goals and ensure the accomplishment of
those goals. He needed wisdom to ensure security of lives and
properties of his kingdom. Regardless of the fact that God is
the Chief Security Officer of any country, as a king Solomon
needed to play human roles needed for the security of his
kingdom. Solomon needed wisdom to rule over the large
kingdom.

His second request was a discerning heart. A discerning heart
is a divine ability to distinguish between right and wrong. This
is a gift of analytical mindedness that would enhance him to be
able to evaluate situations in order to arrive at clearer
understanding of the problem and be able to filter out righteous
decisions and at the same time, able to provide a lasting
solution to messy situations. There was no doubt that he
needed this to be able to administer righteous justice among his
people. God was pleased with Solomon for making these
humble and righteous choices. Solomon asked for two gifts,
but God gave him a combo of five gifts: wisdom, discerning
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heart, riches, and honor and lastly a long life with a clause of
requirement that Solomon must consistently living and making
a righteous choice as he applies his wisdom.

Perhaps we wondered why God gave Solomon the third gift
which was riches and honor. Completeness is one of the unique
characteristics of God. God knew the thought of man; a selfish
wise man would like to use his wisdom to amass riches and
acquire honor. Having known the thought of man, God gave
Solomon everything that goes hand-in-hand with wisdom. God
knew that it will not be proper for a king to be endowed with so
much wisdom but struggling each day on his throne in abject
poverty. A poor wise king will be mindful of his personal
needs and the needs of his kingdom instead of exhibiting the
wisdom to excel in his kingdom. God of vision is also God of
provision. God will not give man a vision without making
available adequate provision for the vision. The vision of God
concerning the life of Solomon came along with adequate
provision. When God gave man a mouth, he provides what the
mouth will eat. God gave Solomon all these special gifts so that
he would be able to focus his attention on the application of his
wisdom properly to accomplish the enormous task and goals of
his kingdom, first of all to the glory of God and to the
advantage of everyone in his kingdom in such a way that the
people will not know any hardship during his reign. God gave
Solomon riches and honor so that in his lifetime he would have
no equals among kings. God indeed magnified His glory in the
life of King Solomon and greatly enlarged his coast.

The last gift was a long life, and this came with a clause of a
righteous choice and application of wisdom. How long a wise
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man lives in his wisdom and opulence is determined by the
righteous choices he made and the righteous application of his
wisdom. God will surely guide his servant but will not decide
for him what he does with his wisdom nor choose for man the
way he should apply his wisdom. This is exclusively, the
decision of man.

Among other reasons why Solomon was so blessed in wisdom
and discerning heart was the project of the temple that his
father, King David, had committed into his hands. For a young
king to execute gigantic spiritual temple of Living God in
Israel within a record time of seven years, he needed a
supernatural wisdom. Someone who does not possessed the
heart of God and who is not in-tune to the Holy Spirit cannot
effectively handled the magnitude spiritual project of the
temple of God. It is one thing to possess abundance of
resources for a project, it is another thing to fully maximize and
wisely utilize the available resources to achieve the desired
goal. When Solomon became king in Israel, one of his
priorities was to build the temple. The materials were available,
the manpower was in abundant and the blueprint—that is, the
master plan of how the temple should be built has been handed
down to King Solomon. All that the temple project would need
most was a spiritually appropriate and committed leader with
godly wisdom that can harness the abundant materials for the
temple and mobilize the people to erect the building.
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The Mystery of Mount Moriah

There are events in the Scripture that seems to be co-incidence
when it happened but are deep rooted in the unfathomable
wisdom of Almighty God that is beyond human understanding
when they become to unfold. The same can be said about all
the remarkable events that were attached to Mount Moriah.
When Abraham was to face the test of his faith, God told him
“Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

The commandment of God in this passage seemed to be laced
with pain and pang having known the number of years that
Abraham and Sarah waited before the birth of Isaac. At the
same time, we should perceive that those words were coded
with a deep understanding that the Merciful God was about to
do something in the life of Abraham. Abraham did not have
any idea of what God was about to do. God knew what Isaac
represented in the family of Abraham. Isaac was the only son
of the so many years of marital relationship between Abraham
and Sarah. lsaac was precious to Abraham far more than
precious jewel. Isaac was the answer to the prayer against
barrenness in the family of Abraham. Isaac was precious to
Abraham far more than precious jewel. Isaac, of course, was
the apple of the eyes of his father Abraham. Isaac in the
household of Abraham is synonymous to precious of the
precious. Isaac was the evidence of the faithfulness of God.
Isaac, the son of Promise, was the living legend of the covenant
of God that the seed of Abraham would be uncountable like the
stars in the sky. And yet God requested for the most precious
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of the household of Abraham to be sacrifice to Him as a burnt
offering.

Heavens was listening to every thought and was watching
every movement of Abraham till he got to Mount Moriah, the
place of the sacrifice. Reluctance was not found in his attitude
towards the unusual commandment of God. Deliberate delay as
to whether God would change His mind was not noted in the
prompt manner with which Abraham responded to the
commandment. Abraham did not allow his personal interest to
prevail over the instruction of God. By faith, he yielded to the
Highest Authority and faithfully followed the directive of God.
He took the lad to Mount Moriah and laid him upon the altar he
prepared for the sacrifice. At that very moment when He was
about to slaughter the boy on the altar he made, the angel of
God stopped him from sacrificing Isaac. The spiritual
redemption of Isaac took place. God provided a substitute ram
caught in the thicket which was sacrificed on the altar instead
of Isaac.

Beloved of the Lord, I know that you may be wondering and
was about to ask, “What is the relevance of this story with the
temple of God? About 1000 years later after the angel of God
stopped Abraham from sacrificing Isaac; David made a wrong
decision out of flesh to take the census of the army of Israel.
“Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a
census of Israel. So David said to Joab and the commanders of
the troops, "Go and count the Israelites from Beersheba to
Dan. Then report back to me so that 1 may know how many
there are.” But Joab replied, "May the Lord multiply his troops
a hundred times over. My lord the king, are they not all my
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lord's subjects? Why does my lord want to do this? Why should
he bring guilt on Israel?" The king's word, however, overruled
Joab; so Joab left and went throughout Israel and then came
back to Jerusalem.” (I Chronicles 21:1-4) Satan is the enemy
of the saint. He always likes to target the people of God for
destruction.

We may be wondering why Satan rose against Israel. Firstly,
the intention of enemy includes weakening the strength of the
nation physically and spiritually. The word of God stated,
“When you take a census of the Israelites to count them, each
one must pay the Lord a ransom for his life at the time he is
counted. Then no plague will come on them when you number
them.” (Exodus 30:12) There is a laid down procedures of
national census in Israel, but King David did not follow it. The
king that always seeks to know the mind of God before he
makes any move in his kingdom did not consult God about the
census. Even if King David was not aware of the
commandment of God relating to census in Israel, he should
have considered the second opinion of Joab, his army general.
Secondly, the project of the temple of God was very paramount
in the heart of King David which was definitely against the
interest of Satan and could be the primary reason for the attack.
Thirdly whenever the temple is built, it will certainly be
located in the city of Jerusalem. If the temple is located in
Jerusalem, it means the territorial forces of darkness in the city
will be scattered. Therefore, the enemy of the saints rose
against the people of God by provoking David to make an
unauthorized census without implementing the necessary
precautions to prevent plague in Israel. The intention of
provocation of the enemy was that the location of the temple
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may be defiled by the blood of the people of God who died by
the plague.

The instrument the enemy chose was the innocent and
unsuspecting anointed king of Israel. King David was
described in the Bible as a man after God’s heart. “... he made
David their king. He testified concerning him: 'l have found
David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do
everything I want him to do.” (Acts 13:22) The Lord was
provoked to great anger by the calculated actions of King
David who out of self-conceited pride, thought that the strength
of Israel was in the number of her skillful soldiers in battle and
not in God Almighty. After the violation of the law of God,
judgment of plague according to the word of God came down
heavily upon the Israelites that were counted without the
payment of ransom of their life. David was confronted with a
choice of three devastating grievous options: three years of
famine, three years of devastation by Israel’s enemies or three
days of pestilence in Israel. David said, “I am in great distress.
Please let me fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are
very great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man.” (I
Chronicles 21:13) However the judgment of the sin of David
took its toll and 70,000 Israelites died in a plague. As angel
was about to destroy Jerusalem, God retrained the host of
heaven, “It is enough, now restrain your hand,” God said.

Although an unprecedented plague engulfed the people of God,
but the scripture did not state why God retrained the angel.
However, consider this beloved! God who knew the past
remembered the important event that took place on the Mount
Moriah close to 1000 years ago when He stopped Abraham
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from sacrificing Isaac on the altar. The Heavenly God is in
charge of the present and the future of every living being is
under His able control. God had enlarged the coast of Isaac.
The extended generation of Isaac has increased and became
many on the surface of the earth like the innumerous stars in
the sky. The Israelites were now under the judgment of plague
because of the sin of pride that the beloved David committed.
But on this Mount Moriah the life of Isaac was preserved and
replaced with ram for sacrifice. On this Mount Moriah God
swore an irrevocable oath of blessing unto Abraham and his
generation. Mount Moriah in Jerusalem had been a place of an
open heaven unto Abraham and his seed where God spoke
unequivocally unto Abraham. The life of Isaac was once upon
a time spared on Mount Moriah; the Merciful God will not
allow the blood of the great-great grandchildren of lIsaac
generation to be shed to defile the same Mount of salvation of
Isaac. Mount Moriah was a place of worship unto Almighty
God. The same Almighty God who is unfolding the present
events in the life of mankind, He also holds the future. He
knew that the next Temple of God will be erected on the Mount
Moriah. When the plague of destruction got to Jerusalem, God
stopped the angel so that shedding of blood in judgment of sin
will not defiled Mount Moriah upon which the Temple of God
will be erected later in Jerusalem. Another spiritual redemption
took place, this time around to save the inhabitants of the city
of Jerusalem.

Satan purposed the temptation upon David, the king of Israel,
so that in the judgment of God upon the king, the blood of the
children of Israel will be shed on the Mountain to defile the
place of open heaven of the generation of Abraham. “When the
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enemy comes in like a flood, The Spirit of the Lord will lift up a
standard against him.” (Isaiah 59:19b) God turned around the
evil schemes of Satan and He brought forth His glory thereof.
The angel of the Lord stood by the threshing floor of Araunah
the Jebusite. David saw the angel of the Lord with a stretched
forth sword towards Jerusalem. The angel said to Gad, the seer
of the king, that David should go and erect an altar to the Lord
on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite. The same
location on wind-swept Mount Moriah was a farm landed
property of Araunah the Jebusite that he used as threshing
floor. David asked for the land and willingly, Araunah offered
it to the King. However David said, “No, but I will surely buy
it for the full price, for I will not take what is yours for the
Lord, nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me
nothing.” (I Chronicles 21:24) You can now understand the
wisdom of the anointed King in insisting that he must pay for
the land because greater than precious gold was the revelation
of God unto him on the land. And David paid six hundred
shekels of gold for land. And David built there an altar to the
Lord, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and
called on the Lord; and God answered him from Heaven by fire
on the altar of burnt offering. “And we know that all things
work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) God
turned around the utmost wickedness of the archenemy of man
to reveal His glory.

Construction of the Temple of Solomon

King Solomon began to build the Temple of God as King
David, his father, directed him on the same Mount Moriah in
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Jerusalem on the second day of the second month in his fourth
year as king of Israel. (Il Chronicles 3:1-2) A wise king
followed the wise footstep of the anointed King of Israel. In the
wealth of the wisdom that God gave him, he pooled all the
resources available to him which include materials resources
and manpower. He sought the help of King Hiram Tyre for
cedar and cypress and algum log from Lebanon. He also sought
for skillful artisans that can work in gold and silver, in bronze
and iron to join hands with the skillful men of Israel for the
designing and decoration of the temple items and ornaments
for the wages of wheat, barley, wine and oil. (Il Chronicle 2:1-
16) He maximized the use of the 153,600 resident slaves in
Israel at the time, 70,000 to be bearers of burdens and 80,000
as stonecutters in the mountain and 3,600 as their supervisors
to make the people do the works. In addition, King Solomon
raised 30,000 labor forces of Israelites. In wisdom the king
ensured that the temple labor was not cumbersome on few
members of the community. He sent 10,000 Israelites each
month on rotational basis to Lebanon to work in conjunction
with the skilled workers of Lebanon provided for the designing
and decoration of the temple. Being part of the labor force that
brought the temple to existence instilled diligence into the
mind of the people. The wisdom behind this is that, if the
Israelites were part of the builder of the national edifice, they
will never become part of the people that will pull it down. In
addition, each individual Israelite would possess a sense of
ownership of the temple, and they will consider the temple of
the Lord as their father’s house and jealously guarded it.
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Temple Floor Plan
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The architectural dimension of the Most Holy Place in the
Temple of Solomon was 30 x 30 x 30 cubic feet. (I Kings 6:20)
The temple was made of carved cedar and was overlaid with
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pure gold. The floor of the temple was also overlaid with gold.
The curtain separated the inner sanctuary and the outer
sanctuary. The inner sanctuary, the Holy of Holies was
elevated above the floor level of the Holy Place. A set of
elevated staircase led to the Holy of Holies. The inner
sanctuary was the most sacred area of the temple. In line with
the Tabernacle of Moses in the Wilderness, the Ark of
Covenant was placed in the inner sanctuary amidst two
Cherubim of olive wood each 15 feet high overlaid with gold.
There was no lamp in the inner sanctuary. The presence of the
Lord was the light in the Holy of Holies when the glory of God
came down in the temple in the pillar of cloud.

Although Solomon temple was bigger and more spacious than
the Tabernacle of Moses, the principles and the
commandments of God relating to its construction was
adequately put in place. The compartments of the temple were
two—Holy Place and Holy of Holies. The dimension of the
Holy Place was 60 x 30 x 45 cubic feet. Just like the
Tabernacle of Moses, there was a demarcation between the two
compartments. The Ark of Covenant was placed in the Holy of
Holies indicating that there is only one true God. And there
was one Altar of Incense in the Holy Place, indicating that all
must worship wholeheartedly and burn incense unto only one
Living God. There were ten Tables of Showbread and ten
Menorah Lampstands as against one that can be found in the
Tabernacle of Moses. This was obviously indicating that the
coast of the righteous people of God shall be enlarged in the
temple and that many nations shall be called to partake in the in
the enlightened wisdom and communion of His Presence. On
the two sides of the Holy Place and at the back of the Holy of
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Holies were joined rooms called Treasure chambers and priest
cells. The Treasure chamber rooms were not in any way
connected to the temple. They were built around the temple in
a rectangular format.

In the front of the Temple building just before the porch were
twin pillars known as Boaz and Jachin. The giant pillars were
erected vertically in the front of the temple, one on the right
hand, and other on the left. The entrance to the temple was in
between the pillars. The pillar on the right hand is called
Jachin, and the one on the left Boaz. (Il Chronicles 3:17) The
name Boaz is a household name. Boaz is the husband of Ruth
and he is the father of Jesse the father of David. But the
essence of naming the pillar Boaz is to indicate that in God is
strength. This could be interpreted that God is the strength of
His people that put their trust in Him in the temple. Likewise,
the pillar in the right hand is named Jachin in assurance to the
Israelites that God will establish. Also, this can be interpreted
that God will establish His people that are seeking His face in
the temple. Each of the great leaders that the two pillars were
named after had remarkable legacy in Israel. It was not their
names that matters but the great and mighty things they
accomplished when they were still living.
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God encouraged King Solomon. It is really amazing that the
efforts of man can be of great interest and attraction to the
Creator. “The word of the Lord came to Solomon: "As for
this temple you are building, if you follow my decrees, carry
out my regulations and keep all my commands and obey
them, | will fulfill through you the promise | gave to David
your father. And I will live among the Israelites and will not
abandon my people Israel.” (I Kings 6:11-13) | remember
when my children were still in the primary school in New
York, during the week of the Father’s Day in United States.
With the directives and guidance of the school-teachers they
would make their own Father’s Day greeting cards and other
things they could create, they will decorate it. Hide it in their
school bags and bring it out on Sunday morning of Father’s
Day as a gift to me. Up till moment I am writing this book 1
have one of the creative neck-tie made by one of my sons
hung on the wall in my office. It’s paper made tie, shaped in a
funny way but was decorated with sea shell, plastic fish,
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butterfly and heart-shaped plastic symbol of love. Finally, it
was painted with my favorite color. Although I will never
think of wearing tie made of paper, but | can never forget the
kind gesture and excitement that | saw in him and the way he
felt proud at the presentation of the gift to me. In the same
manner our Heavenly Father exhibited the attribute of
encouragement about the godly activities that Solomon
exhibited towards the building of the temple. Our good works
in the household of faith is of great interest to our Father in
Heaven.

The temple construction began four years after King Solomon
ascended the throne and was completed seven years later
according to the scheduled plan of the building. It was the first
major project of King Solomon since he ascended the throne.
In a nutshell the temple was a symbol of perfection in that the
building was built with stone finished at quarry, no hammer or
chisel or any iron was heard in the temple. The wall of the
temple-both the inner and outer wall, the door, with carved
figures of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. The inner
wall was overlaid with gold.

In summary the temple of Solomon was so beautifully
designed and constructed. It was an enviable national edifice in
which the Israelites showcased their God during their time. It
was also the envy of their enemies primarily because the
temple was considered as the power behind the military
strength of the Israelites and secondarily because of the
abundance of items of gold, silver and other precious stones
and utensils in the temple. Up to this moment, regardless of
the fact that about 3000 years after the temple had been
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destroyed, the relics of its ruin indicated that the temple is still
considered as one of the Seven Wonders of the World.
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Dedication of Solomon’s Temple

The thoughtfulness of the wisdom endowed king led to the
dedication of the temple. What is dedication? Dedication could
be consecration of oneself or a sacred place in holiness unto
God. In the case of dedication of the temple of God the
meaning can include a solemn proclamation to set aside the
temple as a spiritual monument unto the holy name of God.
Dedication may not increase the physical size of the temple,
but it enhances the spiritual beauty of the temple. Dedication
may not increase the value of the temple, but it certainly
magnified the glory of Living God in the temple. It marked the
temple as holy unto the Lord where abominable or sinful
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activities are totally forbidden. In this unique dedication of the
temple, King Solomon carried along the entire Israelites with
Him to the presence of the Living God. The king applied his
wisdom and the influence of the king to lead the entire
household of faith before God. He was not the priest in the
temple, and as a king he did not usurp the authority of the
priest to minister in the temple. But in the open court of the
temple, with an open mind of a wise king, and as a beloved of
the Lord, he stood on behalf of the whole Israel to seek the face
of God. The unity of worship of the people of God at
dedication of the temple indicated their commitment to
spiritual purpose of the temple.

Dedication is not a new thing to the Israelites. The Nazirite
required total dedication. Any Israelite under the Nazirite vows
dedicates himself for the singular purpose of God. He must
consecrate himself wholly unto the Lord. No razor may be used
on his head. He must abstain from wine, must not eat anything
that comes from grapevine. He must be holy until the end of
period of his separation unto the Lord. In the same manner
when Moses completed the Tabernacle of God in the
wilderness, he dedicated it by consecrations, receiving
offerings for the dedication and offering various animal
sacrifices on the altar.

King Solomon did not deviate from the acceptable standard of
Moses dedication of the temple. The difference was that
Solomon manifested his wisdom in an orderly manner and in
kingly principles. He presented specific and prophetic prayers
on behalf of Israelites and self before God at the dedication of
the temple. Step by step he manifested humility in decision
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making relating to the dedication. He communed with the
elders of the Israelites to bring the Ark of God and the
tabernacle of the congregation and all the holy vessels into the
Holy of Holies in the Temple. "The priests then brought the
ark of the LORD's covenant to its place in the inner sanctuary
of the temple, the Most Holy Place, and put it beneath the
wings of the cherubim. When the priests withdrew from the
Holy Place, the cloud filled the temple of the Lord. And the
priests could not perform their service because of the cloud, for
the glory of the LORD filled his temple.” (I Kings 8:6, 10-11)
A wise king sought to place God where He rightly belongs. If
we put God in His right position in our hearts, we will
experience the manifestation of His power and glory.
Immediately the Ark was positioned in His place in the temple,
the Shekinah glory of God manifested therein to the extent that
the priest could not minister in the temple.

He extensively praised God for giving him the grace to fully
complete the temple in accordance to the fulfillment of the
promise of God and desires of his father, King David. “When
your days are over and you rest with your fathers, 1 will raise
up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own
body, and | will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will
build a house for my Name, and | will establish the throne of
his kingdom forever.” (11 Samuel 7:12-13)

May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this
place of which you said, 'My Name shall be there,' so that you
will hear the prayer your servant prays toward this place. Hear
the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel
when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your
dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. (I Kings 8:29-30)
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The prayer of Solomon at dedication transcends ordinary
dedication. He was calling upon the name of God for a long-
lasting relationship. It was his apparent belief that if the request
of the king can receive the blessing of God, it will seal the
relationship of the Israelites with the Lord forever. The
requests of Solomon were very thoughtful and futuristic
because in his abundant wisdom he could foresee the
likelihood of unrighteous degeneration that may befall
mankind in future. In the list of preambles of his request he
asked God, “That the merciful eyes of the Lord may be open
day and night unto the temple where His name is.” King
Solomon was coming from the premise of understanding of the
word of God that states, “The eyes of the LORD are on the
righteous and his ears are attentive to their cry.” (Psalm
34:15) If his demand was that the eyes of the Lord may be
upon the temple, he was simply asking God to mercifully
consider everyone and everything that will be done in the
temple righteous and that the supplications of His people may
be acceptable unto Him.

Solomon foresaw that the beautiful relationship of Israelites
with God will one day be attractive to the other nations of the
world, and they may then desire to seek the face of God for
redemption and salvation. Therefore, the king entrenched this
thoughtfulness in the list of his request. “That God may
answer the prayer of those that would pray towards the
temple.” This thoughtfulness was also confirmed in the
scripture, "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
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He also thought that the mercy of God should not be limited to
the people that are strong enough to come to the temple with
their supplications. He thought of the aged people, the disables,
the pregnant women and the children that their hearts will be
open to worship God in their various limitations, “That God
may answer the prayer of Israelites wherever they may be
when they pray towards the temple.” This request was
established to remove the limitation of distance that may be
existed between man and His Creator when he desires to
worship God. The request was further confirmed in the New
Testament, when Jesus Christ said, “Yet a time is coming and
has now come when the true worshipers will worship the
Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers
the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must
worship in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:23-24) Wherever we
are, we can worship God in spirit and in truth. Man is no
longer limited by distance because in the spiritual realm there
is no distance limitation. However, the able ones are instructed
in the scripture not to forsake the assembly of the Godly.

Again, King Solomon knew that sin has been the bane of the
human relationship with God. Beginning from the Garden of
Eden to the present generation no one can boast that he is not a
sinner. Bearing in mind the sin of His father in the adulterous
relationship with his mother, Beersheba, Solomon knew the
importance of the prayer. If God should judge all the sinfulness
of the sinner, no one will be left on the surface of the earth. So
he humbly requested, “That God may answer the prayers of
Israelites and forgive their sins” “Help us, O God our Savior,
for the glory of your name; deliver us and forgive our sins for
your name's sake.” (Psalm 79:9)
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After the preambles the wise king listed out in chronological
order, essential specific prayers in accordance to the needs of
the nation. He began by asking God to be the Righteous Judge
in our neighborly disputes. "When a man wrongs his neighbor
and is required to take an oath and he comes and swears the
oath before your altar in this temple, then hear from heaven
and act. Judge between your servants, repaying the guilty by
bringing down on his own head what he has done. Declare the
innocent not guilty and so establish his innocence. (Il
Chronicles 6:22-23) The word of elders says, “No matter how
close the mouth and tongue may be there could arise between
them a misunderstanding.” Having this in mind, a righteous
king who desired to uphold righteous justice in his kingdom
requested before the Heavenly King to be a righteous judge
among His people because, the scripture says, “Righteousness
exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people.” (Proverbs

14:34)

“When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy
because they have sinned against you and when they turn back
and confess your name, praying and making supplication
before you in this temple, then hear from heaven and forgive
the sin of your people Israel and bring them back to the land
you gave to them and their fathers.” (Il Chronicles 6.:24-25)
King Solomon knew that victory in battle was certain if God
was leading His people. He also realized the nature of
sinfulness of mankind and understood that judgment of the sin
people of God might bring defeat upon them. The King
recognized this shortcoming and other inherent natural
limitations of mankind. He included the factor of human
weaknesses in the list of his specific prayers before God.

- 143 -



Temple of God

Obviously, the King was asking that in a true reconciliatory
relationship of the people with the Heavenly King that He
might be a divine defense for the Israelites. Because of
Achan’s sin defeat came upon the entire Israelites in the hand
of a tiny city of Ai. But Joshua called upon the name of God in
humility and repentance. Because of repentance, righteous
justice and restitution of Joshua and entire Israelites, victory
was restored unto the people of God and they routed out all
their enemies in Ai. (Joshua 7)

"When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because
your people have sinned against you, and when they pray
toward this place and confess your name and turn from their
sin because you have afflicted them, then hear from heaven and
forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel. Teach them
the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your
people for an inheritance.” (II Chronicles 6:26-27) King
Solomon knew that predicaments can befall humanity as a
result of their sins. He also knew that all blessings proceed
from the presence of God. In the desert encroached region, rain
is an important sustenance for the people. If the predicament of
drought should come upon the people because their sins it
would be so disastrous, therefore he presented the
unforeseeable circumstances before the Heavenly King to save
the people from drought. History had it that the judgment of
God came upon the idolatrous kingdom of Ahab and there was
no rain for three and a half years at the word of Elijah. During
the reign of King Saul he broke the peace treaty of Israelites
with Gibeonites and killed many of them that dwelt among the
Israelites. When David became a king in Israel, God visited the
sin upon the people and for three years there was famine in
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Israel. Famine may seem to be normal to some people but the
underline cause of famine during the period was the sin of the
people that trigger off the drought and locust evasion. David
sensed that something was spiritually wrong about the
predicament of famine that the people experienced. He sought
be face of God. “Then there was a famine in the days of David
three years, year after year; and David enquired of the LORD.
And the LORD answered, It is for Saul, and for his bloody
house, because he slew the Gibeonites.”(2 Samuel 21:1) David
communed with the Gebionites and made appropriate
restitution and God restored the comfort and blessings of the
people of God

"When famine or plague comes to the land, or blight or
mildew, locusts or grasshoppers, or when enemies besiege
them in any of their cities, whatever disaster or disease may
come, and when a prayer or plea is made by any of your people
Israel--each one aware of his afflictions and pains, and
spreading out his hands toward this temple--then hear from
heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive, and deal with each man
according to all he does, since you know his heart (for you
alone know the hearts of men), so that they will fear you and
walk in your ways all the time they live in the land you gave
our fathers. (Il Chronicles 6:28-30) King Solomon knew the
history of the great miracles that God did in Egypt to deliver
Israelites. He was aware of the different plague and various
calamities and diseases that befell the Egyptians. He knew that
if the people of God fell from grace and dip their hands into
despicable activities, they can land on the grasses of affliction
and partake in the judgment of sinful people. The king
carefully designed the criteria of the mercy of God in the well-
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structured prayer request that God may be the Divine Healer of
His people that repented of their sins and sought His face.

In the day of despair in the life of king Jehoshaphat, when the
Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites conspired
together to besiege the kingdom of Jehoshaphat, he figuratively
took the enemies to the court of heaven. A careful study of the
underneath passage indicated that as a righteous plaintiff,
Jehoshaphat stated his case very well before God, and he
demanded for his righteous verdict. He cried unto the Lord in
prayer in accordance to the well principled prayer of Solomon
and said,

“0 Lord, God of our fathers, are you not the God who is
in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations.
Power and might are in your hand, and no one can
withstand you. O our God, did you not drive out the
inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and
give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your
friend? They have lived in it and have built in it a
sanctuary for your Name, saying, 'If calamity comes upon
us, whether the sword of judgment, or plague or famine,
we will stand in your presence before this temple that
bears your Name and will cry out to you in our distress,
and you will hear us and save us.' "But now here are men
from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you
would not allow Israel to invade when they came from
Egypt; so they turned away from them and did not
destroy them. See how they are repaying us by coming to
drive us out of the possession you gave us as an
inheritance. O our God, will you not judge them? For we
have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us.
We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you.”
(' Chronicles 20:6-12)
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The faithful Father responded swiftly to the prayer of King
Jehoshaphat according to His word. The Spirit of the LORD
came upon Jahaziel son of Zechariah, and said: “Listen, King
Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is
what the LORD says to you: 'Do not be afraid or discouraged
because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but
God's.” (Il Chronicles 20:15) God fought the battle and gave
His people a resounding victory against the enemies.

“As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people
Israel but has come from a distant land because of your great
name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm--when
he comes and prays toward this temple, then hear from heaven,
your dwelling place, and do whatever the foreigner asks of you,
so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and
fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this
house | have built bears your Name.” (I Chronicles 6:32-33)
Solomon knew that the mercy of God endureth for ever. He
foresaw that the beautiful relationship of Israelites with God
will one day be extended to the Gentile nations that will come
to repentance and seek the face of God for redemption and
salvation. Therefore, the king entrenched this thoughtfulness in
the list of his request. This of course was in line with the
promise of God unto Abraham “...and in thee shall all families
of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3) By this, Solomon
prophetically laid the foundation of the mission of mercy that
brought our Lord Jesus Christ into this world in his prayer. Our
Lord Jesus Christ came into this world through the lineage of
Abraham, via the lineage of Jesse, the father of King David.
This thoughtfulness was also confirmed by Jesus Christ
Himself in the scripture, "For God so loved the world that he
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gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall
not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

"When your people go to war against their enemies, wherever
you send them, and when they pray to you toward this city you
have chosen and the temple | have built for your Name, then
hear from heaven their prayer and their plea, and uphold their
cause. (I1 Chronicles 6:34-35) The major perennial problem of
the nation during the time of Solomon is insecurity. Because
the eyes of the Lord was upon Israelites His people in terms of
His blessing, His protection and victories in battle against their
enemies, they became envy of other nations. They were
surrounded with enemies that had been defeated by the
Israelites in the past, perhaps paying tributes to the Israelites
and these nations were all out to liberate themselves through
war. King Solomon had this in mind when he specifically listed
the prayer request before God in order to place the security of
the nation in the hand of Living God and that He may be their
defense when His people raise a battle cry unto the name of the
Living God for victory in the temple.

“When they sin against you—for there is no one who does not
sin—and you become angry with them and give them over to
the enemy, who takes them captive to a land far away or near;
and if they have a change of heart in the land where they are
held captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their
captivity and say, 'We have sinned, we have done wrong and
acted wickedly'; and if they turn back to you with all their heart
and soul in the land of their captivity where they were taken,
and pray toward the land you gave their fathers, toward the
city you have chosen and toward the temple | have built for

- 148 -



The Solomon’s Temple

your Name; then from heaven, your dwelling place, hear their
prayer and their pleas, and uphold their cause. And forgive
your people, who have sinned against you.” (Il Chronicles
6:36-39) King Solomon visited the inherent nature of man in
this prayer because there is no man that can boast that he does
not sin. The endowment of wisdom that God gave him, led him
to know that God reserved the right to judge every sin
committed by mankind. He also knew the underline merciful
nature of God even if God had made a pronouncement of
judgment against a sinner. Invariably the king requested that in
any way the inherent sinful nature of man had led him, even in
captivity, whenever the sinner realized his sinful shortcomings,
repented of his sins and sought the face of God that the Lord
may hear the prayer of the repented sinner and forgive his sins.

The principle of the prayer request of Solomon was manifested
in favor of Nehemiah, a cup bearer slave in the kingdom of
Babylon. Nehemiah was in a great distress about the affliction
of the people of Jerusalem when the report came to him about
the broken down of the city wall of Jerusalem. He sought the
face of God in prayer and said,

“l beseech thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and
terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them
that love him and observe his commandments: Let thine
ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou
mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which | pray
before thee now, day and night, for the children of Israel
thy servants, and confess the sins of the children of
Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both | and my
father's house have sinned. We have dealt very corruptly
against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor
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the statutes, nor the judgments, which thou
commandedst thy servant Moses. Remember, | beseech
thee, the word that thou commandedst thy servant
Moses, saying, If ye transgress, | will scatter you abroad
among the nations: But if ye turn unto me, and keep my
commandments, and do them; though there were of you
cast out unto the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will |
gather them from thence, and will bring them unto the
place that | have chosen to set my name there. Now these
are thy servants and thy people, whom thou hast
redeemed by thy great power, and by thy strong hand. O
Lord, | beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the
prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants,
who desire to fear thy name: and prosper, | pray thee, thy
servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this
man. For | was the king's cupbearer.” (Nehemiah 1:5-11)

God answered the penitence prayer of Nehemiah and gave him
favor in the sight of King Artaxerxes. The king permitted
Nehemiah to go back to Jerusalem as the Governor of the city
in order to rebuild the wall of the city. And a letter unto Asaph
the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to
make beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to
the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that |
shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the
good hand of my God upon me. (Nehemiah 2:8) The king also
equipped him with the materials as well as the security needed
because the captains of the army and horsemen were sent with
him.

“Now, my God, may your eyes be open and your ears attentive
to the prayers offered in this place.” Now arise, O LORD God,
and come to your resting place, you and the ark of your might.
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May your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation,
may your saints rejoice in your goodness. “O LORD God, do
not reject your anointed one. Remember the great love
promised to David your servant.” (II Chronicles 6:40-42)
After King Solomon had presented all his supplications in
carefully planned and principled prayers, he invited the
presence of Almighty God into the brand-new holy temple
established in the Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. Immediately the
king finished his supplication instantly Heavens responded.
“The fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt
offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the
house. And the priest could not enter into the house of the
Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s
house” (Il Chronicles 7:1-2)

Whenever we read the accounts of saints in the scripture, at
times we think that they were superhuman beings. They are
men of like-passion with us. They are of flesh and blood. The
only difference is the extent of their relationship with God. If
we place God where He rightly belong at the top-most apex of
our hearts and if we honor our calling before the Mighty
Throne of God, in humility and total obedience, and in
consistent faithful relationship, He will certainly respond to us
the way He faithfully responded to the prayer of Solomon and
Elijah by fire to confirm the acceptance of their supplications.
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Desecration and Destruction of the Temple

“586 9th of Av. Nebuchadnezzar burns the city, and destroys the
Temple. He murders many of the inhabitants and carries off a
great number into captivity. (2 Kings 24-25, 2 Chronicles 36). The
destruction of Jerusalem is the starting date for the "Times of the
Gentiles"--Yeshua said, "Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the
Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled" (Luke 21:24 ).
Messiah's return in glory will close this period of Israel's history."H

The servants of King Nebuchadnezzar besieged the city of
Jerusalem and King Jehoiachin king of Judah apparently
surrendered to the Babylonians with his family and they were
taking into captivity. And all the treasures of the temple as well
as vessels of gold that King Solomon had made for the temple
were all carried away to Babylon. “And he carried out thence
all the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of
the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which
Solomon king of Israel had made in the temple of the Lord as
the Lord had said. (2 Kings 24:13) When it was reported that
all the treasures and the vessels of the house of the Lord were
carried away by the Babylonians, one may wondered and ask,
“How can that happened, when the divine law of God only
authorized the Kohathites to handle the items in the temple of
God and bearing in mind the unbearable afflictions of the
Philistine when they captured the Ark of Covenant and co-
habited it with the idol of Dagon?

4 Focus on Jerusalem; Volume 34, Issue 5;
3000 Years of History in Jerusalem. Prophecy Ministry by: Darrell G. Young
http://focusonjerusalem.com/Jewishhistory.html
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The Solomon’s Temple

During the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, Nebuzaradan,
captain of the guard, the servant of King Nebuchadnezzar burnt
the city of Jerusalem, and destroyed the Solomon Temple. He
murdered many of the inhabitants and carried off a great
number Israelites into captivity. “And in the fifth month, on the
seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth year of king
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzarandan, captain
of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem:
And he burnt the house of the Lord and the king’s house, and
all the housess of the Jerusalem, and every great man’s house
burnt he with fire.” (2 Kings 25:8-9)

The fact that enemy could intrude into the temple of the Living
God in Jerusalem and carried away the temple’s holy items
followed by its eventual utter destruction, was a pointer that the
glory of God had departed from the temple and His people. It
was also a clear indication that God had delivered the Israelites
into the hands of their enemies apparently because of their
sinful ways of life. It is shocking to understand that God can
discard the magnificent temple He had established His name
and manifested His glory among His people. There is a great
lesson for us here. God wants a continuous and consistent
righteous and holy relationship with His people. Any deviation
from this principle will attract the wrath of God upon His
people and may lead to complete forsaking His own people and
giving them into the desire of their enemies.

- 153 -



Temple of God

- 154 -



CHAPTER 7
THE ROLE OF HOLY SPIRIT
IN THE TEMPLE BUILDING

From inception of the temple of God and at any point in the
timeline of humanity, God always intends His temple to be a
Holy Spirit inspired project. It is entirely an in-depth idea of
Almighty God. As closed as Moses was with God, he did not
suggest to the Creator to build a temple for Him. God called
Moses and began to give him instruction on what to do as
related to the temple projects. No earthly architect born of
woman can conceive the architectural plans of the temple of
God. No one can figure-out the length and breadth of its
dimension, and no one can fathom the shape of the temple
exactly as it was supposed to be from the deep conceivable
thought of Almighty God. But the Spirit alone knows the deep
things of God. “... for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the
deep things of God.” (I Corinthians 2:10) The Spirit of God
revealed all the temple plans to Moses as we can see in the
book of Exodus chapter 26. No one could have thought that
God preferred a house of tent to a house made of precious
stone in the time of Moses. No one could have figure-out the
two compartments of the temple of God—the Holy place and
the Holy of Holies that was enclosed by the temple courtyard.
Who would have thought of the design of the Ark of Covenant
if God did not reveal it through the Holy Spirit? No one would
have thought that there should be an altar of incense placed in
the Holy Place just before the separated veil that leads to the
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Holy of Holies. The Lampstand was arranged opposite to the
Table of Showbread as per the inspired instruction of Holy
Spirit.

Another interesting part of the ministry of Holy Spirit in
Temple building was that during the primitive age when gold
and silver artisans were very rare, God anointed Bezalel and
Oholiab with power of Holy Spirit to design all the items and
utensil of gold, silver and bronze in the temple according to the
divine specifications that the Lord revealed to Moses that
spanned from chapters 25 to 30 in the book of Exodus.

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, See, | have called by
name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah: And | have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom,
and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of
workmanship, To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and
in silver, and in brass, And in cutting of stones, to set them,
and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of
workmanship. And |, behold, | have given with him Aholiab,
the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of
all that are wise hearted | have put wisdom, that they may
make all that | have commanded thee. Exodus 31:1-6

Although David in his thoughtfulness desired to build a temple
for God but God turned down the good gestures.
Notwithstanding He assured him that his son, Solomon will
build temple for him in Jerusalem. God did everything to
support David in preparing Solomon for the temple project.
The blueprint design of the temple that God gave to David
differed to that of Moses. The temple of Solomon was made of
wall of precious stones and choicest timber as against the
temple of tent He revealed to Moses. The temple was also of
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two compartments like Tabernacle of Moses enclosed by the
temple courtyard but bigger and some of the items of furniture
in the temple were more. There was no remarkable change in
the arrangements of the furniture in the Holy of Holies. The
Ark of Covenant was the centermost holy monument placed in
the Holy of Holies. It was a clear indication that only the
Living God was in the Holy of Holies among His people
during the time of King Solomon. In addition, two golden
cherubs were also placed in the compartment on each side of
the Ark of Covenant. The arrangement of the furniture in the
Holy placed differed in that, there were ten Lampstands and ten
Table of Showbread arranged five pieces in two roles as
against only one in the Tabernacle of Moses. But there was
only one Altar of Incense in the Holy Place just before the veil
that led to the Holy of Holies exactly like the arrangement of
the Moses Temple. This also pointed to the fact that only one
God should all the praises and adoration be given. There was
the Altar of Burnt Offering outside the Temple court as well as
Bronze Sea Laver that contained about 3000 bath of water. In
addition, there were ten lavers on a wheeled cart that contained
about 40 bath of water outside the temple court yard. David
testified to this fact, “All this, said David, the Lord made me
understand in writing by his hand upon me even all the works
of this pattern.” (I Chronicles 28:19)

It was assumed that King Cyrus envisioned the building of the
temple of Zerubbabel, but if the circumstances that surrounded
the proclamation of the king are carefully considered, we will
all understand that God was behind the proclamation. King
Cyrus a Babylonian king who conquered the Israelites in war
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and subjected them to captivity could not have initiated the
building of the Temple of Zerubbabel on his own. The Lord
stirred his heart to do His blessed will.

“Thus says the Lord to His anointed, To Cyrus, whose right
hand | have held-- to subdue nations before him and loose the
armor of kings, to open before him the double doors, so that
the gates will not be shut: 'l will go before you And make the
crooked places straight; | will break in pieces the gates of
bronze and cut the bars of iron. | will give you the treasures of
darkness and hidden riches of secret places, that you may
know that I, the Lord, Who call you by your name, Am the God
of Israel. For Jacob My servant's sake, and Israel My elect, |
have even called you by your name; | have named you, though
you have not known Me.” (Isaiah 45:1-4)

Although King Cyrus did not know God being a heathen king,
but because God held his right hand to do exploit, the King
yielded to the Heavenly King and did the unexpected things
that revealed the glory of God. King Cyrus woke up from his
bed chamber, he assembled the Jewish slaves in captivity under
his dominion in Babylon and officially released them to return
to Jerusalem to build the temple of God for him there. In this
unexpected decree he also returned all the items of furniture
taken from the temple of Solomon during the desolation of
Israel as well as the treasures of the temple, money and other
materials and provisions needed for the temple project to the
returning Israelites as part of the provision for the temple
project.

Although, the architectural plan of the Temple of Zerubbabel
was not stated in the Bible. Perhaps its revelation would not
have been different from the facts of the temple that had
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already been revealed. However the fact that Holy Spirit,
through Prophet Zechariah and Prophet Haggai encouraged
Zerubbabel in those crucial moment after the enemies of the
Israelites, Tattenai the governor of the region beyond the River
and Shethar-Boznai and their companions succeeded in
bringing the project to a standstill for more than 16 years,
“Thus the work of the house of God which is at Jerusalem
ceased, and it was discontinued until the second year of the
reign of Darius king of Persia,” (Ezra 4:24) was a pointer that
the project was under direct scrutiny and control of the Spirit of
God.

So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the Lord
to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,
says the Lord of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain?
Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall
bring forth the capstone with shouts of “Grace, grace to it!"”
Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “The
hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple;
his hands shall also finish it. Then you will know that the Lord
of hosts has sent Me to you. (Zechariah 4:6-9)

According to the word that | covenanted with you when you
came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not
fearl’ “For thus says the Lord of hosts; ‘Once more (its is a
little while) | will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land;
and | will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire
of All Nations, and | will fill this temple with glory,’ says the
Lord of hosts. “The silver is Mine, and the gold in Mine,’ says
the Lord of host. The glory of this latter temple shall be greater
than the former,” says the Lord of host. ‘And in this place | will
give peace,’ says the Lord of hosts.” (Haggai 2:5-9)

From the facts established in the scripture the activities of Holy
Spirit in the temple building is undeniable. If God can go this
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length of using the unbelieving kings as instruments in his hand
to ensure that the temple project is completed during the time
of Zerubbabel, we need to endeavor to understand the
importance of the temple of God to humanity and to appreciate
the deep love that God have towards His people to establish a
forum whereby He can fellowship with man. With the crystal-
clear activities of Holy Spirit in all the previous temples of
God, it is obvious that He is the architect of the ultimate temple
of God in our heart. He laid the foundation of reconciliation in
man that brought about repentance in our hearts and thereby
prepare a conducive environment for the indwelling of the
Heavenly Father, His Son and the Holy Ghost in our hearts.
The scripture confirmed that, “God commendeth his love
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” (Romans 5:8)
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CHAPTER 8
THE TEMPLE OF ZERUBBABEL

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel was the appointed leader of the
Israelites in the captivity of the Babylon that returned to Judah
upon the proclamation of King Cyrus. “Thus saith Cyrus king
of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the
kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you
of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the LORD
God of Israel, (he is the God,) which is in Jerusalem.” (Ezra
1:2-3) Zerubbabel was among the 42,360 Israelites that
returned to Judah in response to the proclamation of Cyrus to
partake in the rebuilding of the desecrated temple of Solomon.
He was appointed the governor of Judah—a political head of
his people. His major assignment was to build the temple of
God in Jerusalem. He was appointed to carry out the enormous
project when the economy of Israel was in shambles. The
economic situation of the nation was not a pleasant one
because of the desolation experience the nation suffered under
the Babylonian kingdom that enslaved them.

Zerubbabel was not a priest. He was neither a prophet. He was
someone that can be considered as not spiritually equipped to
handle a sacred project of temple building in Israel. He was not
in the class of the powerful servant of God, Moses, who led the
Israelites from the taskmaster out of Egypt. Apart from the
remarkable shepherd rod in the hand of Moses with which he
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used to conquer Egypt, the most powerful nation on earth then,
Moses spoke mouth to mouth with God. Zerubbabel was not in
the class of the anointed and famous King David who
diligently prepared, during the peace time and affluent
economy of lIsrael assembled together the enormous temple
building materials and prepared about 38,000 Priests, Levites
and singers for the temple. He carefully chose the befitting
location for the temple on Mount Moriah and through
inspiration of Holy Spirit designed the temple architectural
master plan. He handed down instruction to his son, Solomon
that God had earlier ordained to build the temple of God in
Jerusalem. Zerubbabel was not in the class of King Solomon
who God endowed with unparalleled wisdom and
understanding. With his wisdom King Solomon harnessed the
abundant materials and available manpower to execute the
excellent temple architectural plans of King David his father.
He excellently managed the Israelites manpower in such a way
that the temple project did not paralyze the economy of the
nation. He sourced the best timbers for the temple from the
neighboring nations. He mandated the resident slaves to fully
engaged in the temple construction, cutting of stone and
transportation to the temple site. He engaged the anointed
artisan skill in gold, silver and bronze artwork during the time
of peace and affluent prosperity in Israel.

All odds were against Zerubbabel as regards experience,
anointing, affluence, temple materials and manpower. Cruelty
and antagonisms of the neighboring countries was like a clog in
the wheel of the sacred project. Projecting from the obvious
difficulties that evidently associated with this great project, no
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one can doubt that only the grace of God could sustain him to
excel in his calling. The Lord God did not leave Zerubbabel in
the cold. Although he was not a prophet the Lord raised
prophets Haggai and Zachariah as His mouthpiece to guide
Zerubbabel and encourage him in the ministry. The Lord
assured him of His divine presence during the mission. Above
all Zerubbabel was endowed with the spirit of obedience. “If ye
be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.”
(Isaiah 1:19) Zerubbabel also had a strong faith in the Lord
concerning the spoken words of the prophets. “... Believe in
the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his
prophets, so shall ye prosper.” (I Chronicles 20:20) He
derived his strength from the spoken words of the two prophets
and the faithfulness of God manifested in the ministry of
Zerubbabel. Through the time of lack and abject poverty in
Israel Zerubbabel was able to erect a magnificent temple
structure that was adjudged better in glory and splendor than
the famous temple of Solomon.

One important spiritual principle was established in the
ministry of Zerubbabel in the process of temple building. God
proved that He did not need a ready-made spiritual vessels and
spiritual juggernauts like Moses and King Solomon to cause
His magnificent temple to be built in a good ground. He only
required simple spiritual instruments of obedience and faith
from Zerubbabel in order that he might tap into abundance of
grace of God. That was why the scripture tells us in Ephesians
2:8 “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man
should boast.” Grace made available salvation plans, but faith
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in the word of God ushered believers into the awesome
fellowship with the whole embodiment of the God-heads in the
temple of our hearts. That was why Zerubbabel was assured
through the prophets, “This is the word of the LORD unto
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my
spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.” (Zachariah 4:6) “Might” in
the passage probably connoted ability and abundance of
building materials and “power” could be interpreted as human
resources in terms manpower in the time of peace and stability
of a nation. These two confidence criteria were not available to
Zerubbabel, yet the blessed will of God still manifest in his
ministry. This was the evidence that the Spirit of God brought
into manifestation the completion of the Zerubbabel temple.

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of
the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in
writing, saying, Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: All the
kingdoms of the earth the Lord God of heaven has given me.
And He has commanded me to build Him a house at Jerusalem
which is in Judah. Who is among you of all His people? May his
God be with him, and let him go up to Jerusalem which is in
Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel (He is
God), which is in Jerusalem. And whoever is left in any place
where he dwells, let the men of his place help him with silver
and gold, with goods and livestock, besides the freewill
offerings for the house of God which is in Jerusalem. Ezra 1:1-4

Zerubbabel led the Israelites in the temple building in an
unusual manner. There was no remarkable preparation and plan
in force. Apart from the temple items that were released to the
returning captives, the contribution they could gather from the
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Israelites was so slim. The people could not figure out the
problems and difficulties they were going to encounter in
Jerusalem. By faith they embarked on the journey.

The scripture did not reveal any specific direction of Holy
Spirit about the physical architectural plan, designing and
construction of the Temple of Zerubbabel. As had been clearly
stated in the previous chapter, we have already known and
fully aware that God would not appoint a leader without
ordering his steps. We can measure the evidence of this
statement from the way that God directed Moses at the
planning stage of the Tabernacle of Moses as well as the
express statement of King David that God revealed unto him
all he had purposed in the architectural design and the
expansion of items of furniture in the temple. “All this,” said
David, “the Lord made me understand in writing, by His hand
upon me, all the works of these plans.” (I Chronicles 28: 19)
The location of the temple was not revealed, and its
dimensional measurements were not stated as the previous
temples. Information available from the scripture was pointing
to the fact that the Temple of Zerubbabel was the rebuilding of
the desecrated Temple of Solomon. Going by the trend of
consistency and faithfulness of God in the ways He deals with
His children, He must have adequately instructed Zerubbabel
and directed him spiritually about the architectural design of
the rebuilt temple and about all the items of furniture to be
brought in to the temple.

Apart from the fact that God Himself touched the heart of King
Cyrus, King of Babylon, and that he made proclamation, that
the temple of God be built in Jerusalem, there was no other
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directive from God relating to architectural design and
construction of the temple. However, it was this proclamation
of King Cyrus that ushered in freedom of the Israelites in the
captivity of Babylonians. This put an end to the 70 years of
captivity of the Israelites in the Babylonian bondage camp.
“When the Lord brought back the captivity of Zion, we like
those who dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and
our tongue with singing. Then they said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.” (Psalm 126.1-2)

An obvious fact of the Temple of Zerubbabel that was not
revealed about the Tabernacle of Moses and the Temple of
Solomon was that whenever God want to establish His
dwelling place among His people, the children of God will not
establish the temple of God under the bondage of slavery. All
the instrument (the people) that God used to build the Temple
of Zerubbabel who were in the captivity of Babylon were all
set free to return to Jerusalem to begin the construction of the
temple. Although the Israelites were in the strange land as a
result of the judgment of their sins, nevertheless the eyes of
God were upon His people even in their captivity. “Thus says
the Lord God, “Although | have cast them far off among the
Gentiles, and although 1 have scattered them among the
countries, yet | shall be a little sanctuary for them in the
countries where they have gone. (Ezekiel 11:16) It was during
this horrible experience of the Israelites that God called and
prepared His selective servants in the persons of Daniel, the
famous three Hebrew children, (Shaddrach Mishak and
Abednego,) Esther, Nehemiah, Ezra and the host of others.
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In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to
reclaim the remnant that is left of his people from Assyria,
from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam,
from Babylonia, from Hamath and from the islands of the sea.
He will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of
Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from the
four quarters of the earth. Isaiah 11:11-12

Behold, | will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, and they
shall fish them; and after will | send for my hunters and they
shall hunt them from every mountain, and from every hill, and
out of the holes of the rocks. For mine eyes are upon all their
ways: they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity
hid from my eyes. Jeremiah 16:16-17

And | will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries
whither | have driven them and will bring them again to their
folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase. And I will set up
shepherds over them which shall feed them; and they shall
fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking,
saith the Lord. Jeremiah 23:3-4

When God wanted to reenact His dwelling among His people
according to His prophecy, He caused the four corners of the
earth to release His children in order that they may return to
their land so that He may manifest His presence among them in
His Temple.

Other important lesson about the temple that was obscure in the
previous temple became clearly noticeable during the
construction of the temple of Zerubbabel. We only knew that
Adam and Eve were tempted in the Garden of Eden, but we do
not know the reason. The obvious reason of the temptation was
to dissociate man from his fellowship in the presence of God in
the first temple at the cool of the day. The evil angel, Satan,
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knew the characters of God. He knew that God will never meet
with His people in the environment of sin. Therefore, Satan
tempted Adam and Eve to disobey God and this sin led to the
severance of God’s relationship from their lives. The sin forced
them out of the Garden of God.

Have we ever wondered and ask ourselves, when enemy
besieged Israel and attacked the nation in the war that led to
their desolation, “Why did these enemies attack and desecrated
the temple?” After all, the plunder of war at that time, was
usually people that were taking into slavery and their
properties. Perhaps, you are thinking that it was because the
temple was filled with items of gold and silver. Truly, it might
have been the primary factor but it was more than that. The
enemy attacked the temple because they knew that the temple
of God was the national pride and confidence of the nation of
Israel. The enemy knew that the strong back-bone of the Zion
was the presence of God in the temple. As long as the temple
remained intact, the remaining people of God in the land can
repent of their evil ways and still sought for the presence of
God in the temple. Therefore, the attack of enemies was
calculated to shake the confidence of the Israelites. The
enemies were able to succeed in their attack because God
removed His shield of protection from the Israelites. It was the
judgment of God upon the people because they allowed
themselves to be lured into the idolatrous sins of the native
people of land of their dwelling.

Zerubbabel and the elders of Israel maintained a low profile
when they returned to Jerusalem to do the King Cyrus bidding.
They secretly gathered together to worship God and offered
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daily burnt offering in the ruined temple. The ironical ways
that wicked people operate is that, out there are someone or
group of people who are always available as instrument in the
hand of Satan to trouble the people of God. They did not have
sympathy towards the Israelites who were just returning from
their captivity. Regardless of the express proclamation of King
Cyrus that Temple of God should be built in Jerusalem, the
new frontier attack of enemy against the temple did not want
the people of God to rebuild the temple of God at all. It was
like these enemies conspired and vowed that “over their dead
bodies will the temple of God will be built in Jerusalem.”

What was the reason for their hatred towards the Israelites?
They remember the history of their defeat in the hands of the
Israelites. They did not want the people of God to regroup
again so that they will not constitute problems for the present
and future occupants of the region. Perhaps you do not know
before, the presence of God is a serious problem to the wicked.
Remember light is a serious disturbance to works of darkness.

The enemy came up with sneaky idea. They told Zerubbabel,
“Let us build the temple of God with you.” Obviously, this was
not a sincere intention; rather it was a deceit hatched up to
monitor the activities of the construction of the temple. But
Zerubbabel humbly turned down their insincere gesture and
said, “Do not worry; this is an exclusive responsibility of the
Jewish that return from the captivity to build the temple in
Jerusalem as King Cyrus commanded us.” They took the
rejection of the Israelites as an arrogant behavior, and they
began to trouble the children of God. They began to trouble the
people of God. “Then the people of the land tried 10
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discourage the people of Judah. They trouble them in the
building and hired counselors against them to frustrate their
purpose all the days of Cyrus King of Persia, even until the
reign of Darius king of Persia.” (Ezra 4:4-5)

An important lesson to anyone embanking in the work of the
Lord is that ‘the gate of hell will surely attack but rest assure
that it shall not prevail.” Get ready and do not look back the
moment you put your hand on the plow. Remember that you
should not confront the enemies in a physical battle but rather,
seek for divine intervention in the spiritual battle. The Bishlam,
Mithredath, Tabel and the rest of their companions beyond the
river wrote to Artaxerxes King of Persia accusing the Israelites
of dissension against his kingdom. Rehum the commander and
Shimshai the scribe also followed suit with a letter of
accusation against the people of God. The response of the new
King Artaxerxes to the letters of the enemies brought a halt to
the project of the temple for sixteen years. “Thus the work of
the house of God which is at Jerusalem ceased, and it was
discontinued until the second year of the reign of Darius king
of Persia.” (Ezra 4:24) There was no doubt, the enemy
rejoiced because they thought they had a victory. But little did
they know that the joy of the wicked is for a while but the joy
of the righteous is everlasting.

Enemies had beaten the people of God with hindrances and
unfortunately, the people of God were now unwittingly
dancing to the tune of their enemies. When they were to get up
and begin the work of the temple, they were dragging their feet
saying, “It is not yet time to build the house of the Lord.”
(Haggai 1:3-11) Some of the people of God helped to worsen
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the situation of the temple building with the way they
preoccupied themselves with rebuilding of their personal lives
that had been scattered in the unfortunate years they spent in
the captivity until the word of God came to Zerubbabel through
Haggai. They did not realize that if they do not build the house
of the Lord, it means they are not building spiritual store house
for the blessing that God intended for them. It means they have
therefore exposed themselves to danger of destruction or the
dangling axe of calamity. It means they were depriving
themselves of the peace they deserve and robbing themselves
of the abundant blessing of God. The Heavenly God reminded
His people and warned them, “Consider thy ways!” which can
be interpreted—Look at what has happened to you now!
Consider what your life had turned into because you set aside
the work of the Lord and you were following after your own
selfish lives. If you are working hard only to come home with
little or nothing, consider your ways! If the law of sowing and
reaping is no longer speaking favorably to your life, it is time
for you to consider your ways! Maybe there is a spiritual hole
in your pocket caused by the sin of omission or commission,
consider your ways. The book of Isaiah 62:8b says, “Surely I
will no more give thy corn to be meat for thine enemies; and
the sons of the stranger shall not drink thy wine, for the which
thou hast laboured,” yet when you planted a vineyard, the
enemy were drinking your wine, consider your ways! If a
persistent drought is upon your land, the land failed to yield
with its full strength and as a result famine that ravaged the
land, consider your ways! The word of God in Psalm 91:10
says, “There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling,” yet disasters are occurring in your
cities and incurable diseases abound, consider your ways! It
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was as if God was telling them that their captivity experience
was to teach them that they should not relegate God to the
background in their lives. The word of God stirred up the spirit
of Zerubbabel and summoned up courage to move the people
to do the will of God.

So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the Lord
to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,
says the Lord of hosts. Who are you, O great mountain?
Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain! And he shall
bring forth the capstone with shouts of “Grace, grace to it!"”
Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me, saying: “The
hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of this temple;
his hands shall also finish it. Then you will know that the Lord
of hosts has sent Me to you. (Zechariah 4:6-9)

Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
and to the remnant of the people, saying: “Who is left among
you who saw this temple in its former glory? In comparison
with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing? Yet now be strong
Zerubabbel,’ says the Lord; and be strong Joshua son of
Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of
the land,’ says the Lord, ‘and work; for | am with you,’” says the
Lord of host. ‘According to the word that | covenanted with
you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among
you; do not fear!’ “For thus says the Lord of hosts; ‘Once
more (its is a little while) | will shake heaven and earth, the sea
and dry land; and | will shake all nations, and they shall come
to the Desire of All Nations, and | will fill this temple with
glory,” says the Lord of hosts. “The silver is Mine, and the gold
in Mine,” says the Lord of host. The glory of this latter temple
shall be greater than the former,” says the Lord of host. ‘And in
this place | will give peace,’ says the Lord of hosts.” (Haggai
2:2-9)
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Wondered what Zerubbabel and the faithful people of God
were doing in what seemed to be those hopeless years?
Obviously, they were praying and continued seeking the face
of the Lord. They did not give up. At last, God responded to
their needs. Please note, if they were not praying and continue
seeking the face of the Lord, God would not have spoken to
them through Zechariah and Haggai. God spoke the word of
encouragement in prophecy to Zerubbabel through His servants
Haggai and Zachariah.

The key message of Haggai to Zerubbabel and the people of
God was, “Be strong!” They were to be strong because the
weight of glory is heavy, and the worth of glory is awesome.
God recognized that the task ahead was greater than them, but
they should be strong so that He could work His miracle
through them. Therefore, they should be strong to face
challenges. They needed to be strong to sacrifice their time and
resources in the vineyard of God with a great expectation that
God is faithful. They needed to be strong in order to fit in
perfectly to stand before God.

Perhaps you are wondering, what Zerubbabel and the people of
God could have done in order to be strong as directed by God?
If you are facing a similar situation, be courageous enough to
face reality of the situation. Do not try to pretend that there is
no problem. But look beyond that situation and courageously
look unto the Lord the author and finisher of your faith. Moses
and the community of Israelites were facing the Red Sea and
the host of finest Pharaoh horsemen were pursuing them. There
was no place to hide and no place to run to. The people of God
were greatly troubled, they bitterly complained against Moses
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and said, “Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt,
saying, let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians? For it
had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we
should die in the wilderness.” But Moses looked beyond the
problem and looked unto Almighty God, he did not see death
among his people, instead he saw victory and salvation of God.
Moses stood strongly among the people and declared, “Fear ye
not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord which he will
shew to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen today,
ye shall see them again no more for ever. The Lord shall fight
for your, and ye shall hold your peace.” (Exodus 14:13-14)
Endeavor to recall God’s promises and helps in other difficult
circumstances that you have passed through before and this
will build a bridge of faith over your problems with miraculous
testimonies and allow the tough situation to lead you to session
of praises and thanksgiving unto the Lord. Consider God’s
covenant and His faithfulness and encourage yourself in the
Lord. The more you look unto God the more your problems
diminish!

Enemies thought they have had victory over Zerubbabel and
that they had succeeded in halting the temple project. Their
insinuating and inciting letter has gone to the King, and it was
receiving consideration. But God encouraged his people
through His servants, prophets Haggai and Zecharaiah. That
was the encouragement that the people of God need in order to
move on in the righteous path. They have had the necessary
victory in the spirit they only need to wait for its manifestation
in the physical realm. But meanwhile they moved ahead they
continued in the temple project with a renewed vigor.
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Then Tattenai the governor of the region beyond the River and
Shethar-Boznai wrote another letter to King Darius maliciously
reporting the assumed provocative activities of Israelites in the
temple building, and they requested that the King should verify
whether Israelites were authorized to build the temple as they
claimed.

Then King Darius issued a decree, and a search was made in
the archives, where the treasures were stored in Babylon. And
at Achmetha, in the palace that is in the province of Media, a
scroll was found, and in it a record was written thus: In the
first year of King Cyrus, King Cyrus issued a decree
concerning the house of God at Jerusalem: "Let the house be
rebuilt, the place where they offered sacrifices; and let the
foundations of it be firmly laid, its height sixty cubits and its
width sixty cubits, with three rows of heavy stones and one
row of new timber. Let the expenses be paid from the king's
treasury. Also let the gold and silver articles of the house of
God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple which is in
Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, be restored and taken
back to the temple which is in Jerusalem, each to its place;
and deposit them in the house of God"-- Now therefore,
Tattenai, governor of the region beyond the River, and
Shethar-Boznai, and your companions the Persians who are
beyond the River, keep yourselves far from there. Let the work
of this house of God alone; let the governor of the Jews and
the elders of the Jews build this house of God on its site.
Moreover | issue a decree as to what you shall do for the
elders of these Jews, for the building of this house of God: Let
the cost be paid at the king's expense from taxes on the region
beyond the River; this is to be given immediately to these
men, so that they are not hindered. And whatever they need--
young bulls, rams, and lambs for the burnt offerings of the
God of heaven, wheat, salt, wine, and oil, according to the
request of the priests who are in Jerusalem--let it be given
them day by day without fail, that they may offer sacrifices of
sweet aroma to the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the
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king and his sons. Also | issue a decree that whoever alters
this edict, let a timber be pulled from his house and erected,
and let him be hanged on it; and let his house he made a
refuse heap because of this. And may the God who causes His
name to dwell there destroy any king or people who put their
hand to alter it, or to destroy this house of God which is in
Jerusalem. | Darius issue a decree; let it be done diligently.
(Ezra 6:1-13)

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. Even when
these enemies rose against the Israelites handling the temple
projects, God intervened and gave His children victory. The
succeeding king of Babylon, King Darius eventually replied
their letters. God touched the heart of King Darius and he did
not annul the proclamation of King Cyrus that commanded the
Jews in his kingdom to build the temple of God in Jerusalem.
Instead, King Darius affirmed the edit of the King Cyrus and
sternly warned the enemies of the Jews beyond the River to
stay clear of the temple projects and leave the Jews alone.
Moreover, he commanded them to make available to the
Jewish elders all they would need for the completion of the
temple. He directed that the fund for running the temple be
provided from the tax revenue expected from the region
beyond the River and be made available to the Jews
immediately. In addition, they should make available all the
animals and materials that the Lord’s priests would need for the
offering sacrifice unto the Lord God in the Temple. He also
warned them that if there was any report that the Jews on this
project were hindered that it was punishable by death

Who can stand against the battle of the righteous when the
Lord is the captain of the host? The earth is the Lord’s and the
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fullness thereof. To the detriment of Tattenai the governor of
the region beyond the River and Shethar-Boznai and the host of
other wicked group, God showed up. It was amazing that
regardless of the fact that there were no storage devices that
can preserve important documents like the decrees of the king;
God still preserved this important proclamation of King Cyrus.
Termites did not eat up the perishable writing material, the
corrosive weather did not wash it up. The archive was
searched, and the proclamation of King Cyrus was found intact
and the detailed instructions were legible.

The response of King Darius was humiliation to the enemies.
No doubt they would regret ever opening the can of worm of
attacking the nation of Israel. By the decree of Persia and
Medes they were bound to uphold the decree of the king to the
last letter. Invariably, the enemies became servants to the
people of God in Jerusalem because the hand of God was in the
project. All their wicked agitation against the righteous made
the hard-earned resources of the wicked people to become part
of the provisions of the temple of God in Jerusalem.

Just like the one before it, history also showed that the temple
of Zerubbabel was desecrated by Anthiochus Epiphanes in 170
BC when he captured Jerusalem and plunders the city. He
offers a pig on the altar and carries off the Temple treasuries.
As a result, worship and sacrifice in the temple was halted.

5 Focus on Jerusalem; Volume 34, Issue 5; 3000 Years of History in Jerusalem.
Prophecy Ministry by: Darrell G. Young http://focusonjerusalem.com/Jewishhistory.html
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However, Zerubbabel’s temple was restored by Herod the
Great. The restoration of Zerubbabel's temple began in 19 BCﬁ
under the administration of Herod the Great. “And after
threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for
himself; and the people of the prince shall come shall destroy
the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a
flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.”
(Daniel 9:26) “And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these
things? Verily | say unto you, there shall not be left here one
stone upon another that shall not be thrown down.” (Matthew
24:2) The coming of the people of the prince manifested,
according to the prophecy of Daniel, when the Roman Empire
led siege against the city of Jerusalem took place. The
renovated temple of Zerubbabel now known as the Herod’s
temple, was nearing its completion in 70 AD, after nearly 90
years of renovation and enlargement when a Roman General,
Titus attacked the city of Jerusalem finally destroyed her and
the temple was set ablaze. The historians reported that the
magnificent temple which was made of white marble was one
of the wonders of the ancient times but there was no stone left
upon another in the temple that was not thrown down
according to the prophecy of Jesus Christ. Again, this was
possible because the glory of God and His divine presence had
departed from the temple and His people.

One of the mind bugling questions about the temple is:
“Where is the Ark of Covenant?” It will be wrong to assert
that, ‘No one knows.” The Ark of Covenant is too important a
sacred monument to disappeared like that without any record

62005 J.E. Huntley, http://home.att.net/~thestoneofhelp/the-temple.htm
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under the watchful eyes of the 24,000 priests and 4,000 gates-
keepers the Levites security guards that government of King
Solomon employed to maintain the Temple. So when David
was old and full of days, he made his son Solomon king over
Israel. And he gathered together all the leaders of Israel, with
the priest and the Levites. Now the Levites were numbered
from the age of thirty years and above; and the number of the
individual males was thirty-eighty thousand. Of these, twenty
four thousand were to look after the work of the house of the
Lord, six thousand were officers and judges, four thousand
were gatekeepers, and four thousand praised the Lord with
musical instruments, “which I made,” said David, “‘for giving
praise.” (I Chronicle 23:1-5) Even in the primitive days of
this great nation, because they were surrounded with enemy
nations, and they knew that that the strength of the Israel
rested in the presence and power of the Ark, there must have
been a strong security system in place to jealously guard and
protect the sacred objects in the temple. There were treasurers
and record keepers of the significant items in the Temple,
especially among the Levites that possessed the record of its
where-about that had been passed from generation to
generation. The Bible does not say the ark disappeared
because it did not. And the Israelites never consented that the
Ark of Covenant was lost because it was never.

The facts that worth to be considered includes: the Ark of
Covenant was never duplicated. It has been the same sacred
monument since the time of Moses and throughout the period
the Ark was in the hands of the Israelites, alteration or
replacement was never made on it.
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The only historical reference to the Ark of Covenant in the
Bible after Solomon reign was where King Josiah, commanded
that it should be returned to the temple. “Put the holy ark in the
house which Solomon the son of David king of Israel did build;
it shall not be a burden upon your shoulders: serve now the
Lord your God and his people Israel,” (I Chronicles 35:3)
Josiah sponsored extensive repairs of the temple, during which
time the Ark might have been kept elsewhere for its own
protection against damage. (I1 Chronicles 34:8-35:19)

Although the Babylonians attacked Israel and take away the
articles of the temple to Babylon, but the scripture did not
mention that the Ark was taken away. The Ark was so
significant that its removal should have been enumerated in the
scripture among the temple articles carried off. 1l Kings 24:13

Likewise, there was no mention of the Ark being returned and
placed in the Zerubbabel’s rebuilt temple; neither was a
replacement made for it. Zerubbabel was not at any point in
time searching for the Ark. The Ark was never the problem of
Zerubbabel it was the enemies that gathered against the
rebuilding of the temple. If Zerubbabel and the leaders of
Israelites at the time of rebuilding the temple did not have the
Ark with them, the Spirit of God through the mouth of Prophet
Haggai will not encourage Zerubbabel that the glory of the new
temple will be greater than the former. “The glory of this latter
temple shall be greater than the former,” says the Lord of
hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,” says the Lord of
hosts.” (Haggai 2:9) If the Ark of Covenant that denoted the
presence of God in the temple was in the hands of the enemy,
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or had completely lost, then the prophecy of Prophet Haggai
will be somehow questionable.

The Israelites that were rebuilding the temple during the time
of Herod were aware of the where-about of the Ark because
they knew that there can be no physical Temple of God if the
Ark of Covenant cannot be position in its place in the Holy of
Holies. Unfortunately, they did not complete the renovation
before the Roman Empire destroyed the uncompleted temple.

So, the issue is not whether the Ark of Covenant had lost or
disappeared but what matter is the irrelevance of the physical
Ark in our relationship with God today. Whether the Ark is
currently hidden in the sealed cave, a distance away beneath
the temple of Solomon or had been carried to somewhere in
Ethiopia as per the unascertained historian’s writings, it is still
the Living God working in a mysterious way to ensure that His
glory is not share with anything.

Greater than the temple which was the physical presence of
Jesus Christ the Son of God and His glorious presence had
come to dwell among men. Apparently, the presence of the
physical temple and the sacred items in it as an object of man’s
worship is no longer required. Since this time there had been
no physical temple in Jerusalem representing the presence of
Heavenly God among His people. Yet people continue to
acknowledge and worship God. And no temple ordinances
were required of men because God’s new dispensation of
relationship with mankind had been established through Jesus
Christ His Son in the New Testament. “Jesus saith unto him,
“I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the
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Father, but by me. If ye had known me, ye should have known
my Father also; and from hence forth ye know him, and have
seen him.” (John 14:6-7) Jeremiah foretold a time when the
Ark of Covenant would be no more, but that it would not be
missed, and Jehovah’s worshipers would experience no
hardship because of not having it. Instead ‘Jerusalem itself will
be called the throne of Jehovah.” “And it shall come t0 pass,
when ye be multiplied and increased in the land, in those days,
saith the Lord, they shall say no more, The ark of the Covenant
of the Lord, neither shall it come to mind: neither shall they
remember it; neither shall they visit it; neither shall that be
done any more. (Jeremiah 3:16) This is implying that the Ark
will no longer be the symbol of God’s personal presence
among lIsraelites of the future because He himself will dwell
among His people forever. “And the Lord shall be king over all
the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord and his name
one.” (Zechariah 14:9) “And the seventh angel sounded,; and
there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ;
and he shall reign for ever and ever.” (Revelation 11:15)
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THE TEMPLE OF
BELIEVER’S HEART

From generation-to-generation God is the master planner of
every temple. The first temple ever, where God came down in
His glory to fellowship with Adam and Eve at the cool of the
day was prepared by God Himself before the creation of man.
The tabernacle of Moses was not idea of man. God revealed the
architectural plans unto Moses. He also revealed the designs of
all the items of furniture of the temple to Moses and
specifically anointed Bezelalel and Aholiab with Spiritual
power from above to design these items.

God revealed the blueprint plan of the Temple of Solomon unto
King David. On the strength of the revelation, David made
provision of materials needed for the building of the temple as
well as the spiritual manpower needed in the temple after it
must have been completed by his son, Solomon. King David
instructed his successor, King Solomon to build the temple
according to the revelation given to him and God gave
Solomon the honor to build the temple and excel in the
glorious project.

The temple of Zerubbabel was not envisioned by Zerubbabel
himself. In fact, Zerubbabel was in the captivity of the
Babylonians when God began His miraculous work in the heart
of King Cyrus. God touched the heart of the King and he made
proclamation that set free the Jewish slaves to go back to
Jerusalem to build the temple of God.
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In the infinite mercy of God and His awesome good intentions
towards man He always seeks for a forum to fellowship with
man. He is not doing this because He has something in
particular that He wants to obtain from humanity. The tender
loving nature of God could not let man continue to be
wallowing in sin under the subjection of Satan. Even if man
does not appreciate his own spiritual value, God who created
man in His glorious image at the beginning knew the spiritual
quality He had invested in man. There is no way that man can
have fullness of life unless he begins to operate in the glorious
presence of God. Beginning from the time of Moses, the
temple that God commanded His servants to build had been the
melting pot between divinity and humanity. This is why there
is always a temple unto God at any point in time in the time
length of mankind’s existence so that he will have opportunity
to refrain self from dipping his hand into idolatry. It is in the
cordial relationship of man with his God that the acceptable
spiritual standard of man’s worship is measured. The enemy
knew that if the relationship of man with his Creator can be
weakened by worldliness and abominable practices that can
make him fall into sin, the foundation of man’s fulfillment on
earth cannot stand.

The author of the spiritual temple in our heart is Jesus Christ.
Just before the beginning of the ministry of Jesus Christ our
spiritual temple builder, Satan made diabolical efforts to nib
and destroy Him at the bud of His ministry through temptation.
The essence of the temptation of Satan is to mess up with
Christ’s ministry of reconciliation of man to his Creator. Praise
be unto the Lord because the power of the word of God
repelled Satan and Jesus Christ was victorious over the enemy.
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With the unparalleled teaching of Jesus Christ, the stone-hard
hearts of man became melted, and the heart of his
understanding was stirred up. With the uncountable miracles in
His ministry, the words of the prophets received divine
confirmation. The Jews witnessed the supernatural power of
God blending with His love to minister to the needs of
mankind. For the first time the people saw the majestic glory of
God in Jesus Christ and they wanted to make Him their king.
However, He did not yield to the pressure of worldliness,
because His mission was not worldly.

At the beginning of Jesus Christ ministry, He went back to the
basics. He chose twelve apostles that obviously denoted the
twelve tribes of Israel. These people are the measuring yard of
human weakness in the hands of perfect God. They represented
the sinful world that needed redemption. They were the
reflection of the miserable life that man had been living since
the fall of Adam in Eden. They were the evidence of bankrupt
life of humanity. But they had an important tool in their hands
called ‘weakness.” This tool was of great interest to God. The
Heavenly Father intended to transform the weak instruments;
to perfect the weak tools in order to employ them to confound
the wise. “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which are mighty.” (1
Corinthians 1:27) These disciples, the weak tools are the
people Jesus Christ daily lifted up to the Father early in the
morning that they might be transformed for God’s glory. They
are the people He shaped and molded in the course of His
three-year ministry. They were the people He made His
partners in the demonstration of God’s love to the entire
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humanity. | hope we still remember the twelve-precious stone
upon which the name of the twelve tribes of Israel were
inscribed on the ephod of the old temple priest.

Have you been wondering why the battle of your heart seems
to be unending? Worldliness is the weapon in the hand of Satan
to desecrate the temple of our mind. With enticement and
dramatic entertainment that is prevalent in the world today, the
enemy tries to lure your heart away from that sweet
relationship with God in the temple of your heart. That is why
people love entertainment than to be in the presence of God on
Sunday morning. That is why people prefer sporting events to
gospel experience. With war against our peace, the archenemy
of man is trying to prove that there is nothing good can come
easily by serving the Living God. The world order has been
altered placing physical power and authority in the hand’s
heathen politicians. Righteousness is no longer the watchword
of some judges. Holiness had been eroded and uprooted from
the heart of man. It had been replaced with corruption and
wickedness. Self management had replaced God-centeredness.
With deceit of enemy, faithfulness had been replaced with
doubtfulness. The enemy of man knew that unbelief is a sin.
“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does
not believe stands condemned already ...” (John 3:18) The
mind of man had been polluted, abused, battered, and
bamboozled by Satan for one ultimate reason—so that man’s
relationship with his Creator might be severed. This is one of
the most important reasons why you must ensure that you win
the battle of your mind.
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All along Satan had always devised a way to severe the
fellowship of man with God. Satan had mastered how to
destroy every physical temple ever built by man that can
provide mankind an avenue of fellowshipping in the presence
God. The first temple in the Garden of Eden was destroyed by
the Serpent, the Devil. Instantly the judgment of God came
upon the Serpent. But before the judgment of God, enemy had
render havoc to the relationship of man with his Creator.

The temple of Moses was desecrated by Nadab and Abihu and
God instantly judged them. Brethren | want you to think
critically about the sins of Nadab and Abihu. One can sense
from the gravity of their judgment, that the sin of defilement
placed a high premium on the level of holiness expected in the
physical temple. Nadab and Abihu were children of Aaron,
they were no strangers to the holy Tabernacle. In fact, they
were priest in the temple of God but one way or the other, they
were overtaking by their lackadaisical attitudes. They acted
contrary to the obedience of God’s law as required of them in
the temple. Instantly the judgment of God came upon these
priests, and they were consumed by fire from God.

Through the uprising of war of a nation against another, the
famous Temple of Solomon was desecrated by King
Nebuchadnezzar during the desolation of Israel. Apart from the
captivity of the lIsraelites, nearly all the sacred items of the
temples were taken to Babylon and kept in the treasure of the
king. We knew the story of what eventually became the
situation of the King Solomon and his kingdom. With his
unparalleled understanding heart, he could not escape the
ensnaring trap of enemy of man. Was it expected of a king who
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built the magnificent famous Holy Temple, who carried all
Israelites along with him to the presence of God to dedicate the
spiritual edifice in the name of Almighty God to descend so
low as to worship the false idol god of Chemosh? Whoever
expected Jedidiah, the well beloved of the Lord, to dip his
hands into abominable practices? (11 Samuel 12:24-25) No king
ever built a temple and dedicated it to God like Solomon. No
king had ever prayed a thoughtful, intelligent, and inspired
prayer like Solomon at the dedication of the temple. But he fell
from grace to grass and the twelve tribe of Israel that
constituted his kingdom was divided into two and ten were
given to one of his servants save only two because of the
faithfulness of his father David.

The temple of Zerubbabel was destroyed by the Romans
Empire. One important point we need to bear in mind is that
the three-way attack of Satan remains the same from the
inception—to steal, to kill and to destroy. “The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy ...” (John 10:10)
Unfortunately, he uses anything—Iiving and non-living—
things common to man, things available in his hand that he can
manipulate as an instrument of destruction to carry out its evil
attack against humanity. The object of attack of enemy
includes the elects of God who are carelessly handling their
calling. But in the infinite mercy and divine wisdom of God, he
had perfected an invisible and untouchable spiritual temple in
our hearts.

Perhaps we are wondering why man is always susceptible to
temptation of Satan. The reason is not far fetched. Satan is
looking for an opportunity to destroy any temple of God that is
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not jealously guarded in holiness and righteousness. The rule of
the temple includes, "... if any of your descendants is
ceremonially unclean and yet comes near the sacred offerings
that the Israelites consecrate to the Lord, that person must be
cut off from my presence. | am the Lord. (Leviticus 22:3) With
this law in mind, one can easily understand that it does not take
a genius to desecrate the temple. With reckless lifestyle and
despicable conduct of man the temple of the Living God can
easily be desecrated. This is the principle that the instruments
of destruction play around with to destroy and defile the
monument of God. Also, one of the remarkable laws of the
temple is that any instrument that brought about desecration of
the temple shall be destroyed. “If any man defile the temple of
God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy,
which temple ye are.” (I Corinthians 3:17) That was why God
did not spare Nadab and Abihu, the two sons of Aaron who
brought strange fire to the temple of God.

The mystery behind the establishment of the physical Temples
of God that began with Tabernacle of Moses to the Temple of
Zerubbabel was revealed at the Temple of our heart. The last
known temple is the spiritual Temple of God that was
established through salvation in the hearts of His elects. God
drew its master plan because of His loving kindness for
mankind. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) This spiritual
temple was built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone. In
whom all the building fitly framed together growth unto a holy
temple in the Lord. (Ephesians 2:20-21)
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CHAPTER
FROM PHYSICAL TO
SPIRITUAL TEMPLE

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God,
him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are. (I Corinthians 3:16-17)

What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you which ye have of God and ye are not
your own. For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God
in your body, and in your spirit which are God’s.” (I
Corinthians 6:19-20)

And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye
are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, | will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and | will be their God, and they will
be my people.

The passages above were mainly an admonition of Paul to the
redeemed brethren in Corinthians who did not realize the
importance of their spiritual life after they had received
salvation. The same spiritual ignorance still persists with some
today due to the fact that they are yet to discover the deep
revelation of the importance of the temple of God in their heart.
There is nothing in the Tabernacle of Moses and awesome
Temple of Solomon that is not in the spiritual temple in the
hearts of believers.

The mystery of the revelation of the temple to the Israelites is

the shadow of the manifestation of God’s relationship with
man in the temple of his heart. From the Garden of Eden where

-191 -



Temple of God

God fellowshipped with Adam and Eve at the cool of the day
to the tabernacle of Moses in the wilderness, to the temple of
Solomon and the subsequent temple of Zerubbabel the primary
plan of the Living God was to dwell close to His people. The
chosen people of God in the Old Testament as we know in the
scripture were the Israelites. Through the scripture we also
learn that the people of God are the people that have covenant
relationship with God. Today the terminology of “God’s
people had been expanded to include the people that were
under the commonwealth of love of God that had been saved
by grace through the covenant of blood that Jesus Christ, the
Son of God shed on the Cross for the remission of our sin.
These are the people that remain faithful in the Lord and are
continuing in the loving relationship with the Lord.

It was clearly stated that at that very moment when Jesus Christ
gave up the ghost on the Cross, the veil of the old temple in
Israel tore into two. “And, behold, the veil of the temple was
rent in twain from the top to the bottom...” (Matthew 27:51)
This was a clear indication that demarcation between man and
God had been removed. It also means that, not only the high
priest can enter into the Holy of Holies, but the worthy children
of Almighty God who had obtained divine express authority to
enter therein through salvation. And lastly, it means our
visitation to this sacred place is no longer once in a year but as
often as the beloved children of the Living God want to relate
with their Father in Heaven.

The history of the world had revealed that the temple of God
has always been the target of destruction when the enemy
evaded the land of Israel of old. The enemy destroyed,
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scattered, and desecrated the temple. They carried the sacred
items of gold and silver and the utensils in the temple as spoil
of war. The reason behind this was that the enemy thought that
the ‘God of Israel’ resided in the temple. If the temple is
destroyed, it will bring a great spiritual set back to the people
of God. Their confidence would have departed from them, and
frustration would set in.

Since man continues to call upon the name of the Lord, it is a
fact that there had been a place designated for worshipping
God all over the world today popularly known as ‘church’ or
synagogue. No matter how big and beautiful a church or
cathedral may have been, the true temple of the Living God is
the heart of men that gathered together to fellowship with God.
This is not suggesting that we do not need to go to churches to
worship God. When the believers are gathered together in a
church to worship God, the Heavenly Father is not dealing with
us on individual basis only, but rather as one corporate entity.
He is operating collectively in only one corporate temple of the
hearts of His children. The heart of man is of a great interest of
the Living God. Perhaps you are wondering, ‘All the issues of
life arise from the heart of man. “Keep thy heart with all
diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23)
Certainly Satan may incite devilish minded people to destroy a
church building in persecution like of old. The persecutors are
still burning church buildings in sectarian violence in our time.
But certainly no one can destroy the living temple of God in
the hearts of His children. Even if Satan bamboozles a
Christian and shakes off all that he believed in the Lord and
perhaps backslid, he cannot succeed in doing same to
everybody in the Christian fold. Expectedly, the remaining
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Christians in the vicinity would rally round to lift up and
restore the backslidden brother in the Lord.

The question now is, ‘How had God built His temple in the
heart of man?’ In approaching this we need to consider in
detail the ways and manner every temple ever mentioned in the
scripture are built. In all the temples ordained and built in the
Bible, Holy Spirit was the architect. God Almighty through the
Holy Spirit revealed unto Moses, and later unto David about
the plans, the measurement, the constructions, the materials for
its construction and all the items in the temple. The skilled men
for specific duties in the temple were appointed and ordained
by the Spirit of God. Even the choice of place where the
temples were built came through the inspiration of Holy Spirit.
The same standard is applicable in the construction of the
temple of God in the heart of man. There is no person ever
come to God on His own accord without the intervention of the
Heavenly God through Holy Spirit, that first of all sought for
the person. “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you,
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and
that your fruit should remain.” (Johnl15:16) Every heart that
opens to the word of God and pay a serious attention to the
precepts of the word were once upon a time cornered and
instructed by the Holy Spirit. Generally, man always insists
that he is right even in his sinful nature until Holy Spirit
convinced and convicted him that he is a wretched sinner.

Thinking about the location of the physical temple, we can
wonder and ask ourselves, “Where is the temple of our heart
located? Is it on a good ground? What are the factors that
determines the place you establish the temple of your heart?
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Another interesting thing that we need to know about the
Lord’s temple in our heart is its location.  All the previous
temples in the Bible were located in sacred places. The first
temple was located in the Garden of Eden, the garden that the
Creator planted Himself. The temple of God in the wilderness,
although from time to time, the people of God moved the
temple with them, it was always located in a unique place. The
temple of Solomon was located in a choice land on Mount
Moriah, in the threshing field of Arauna the Jebusite that David
purchased. It was a place David beheld an angel that stopped
the plague that consumed 70000 Israelites when David made
an unauthorized census of the Israelites. It was a place the
angel instructed him to sacrifice unto the Lord. We have
touched on this earlier in the previous chapter. Historically you
can recall that, it was on the same Mount Moriah that Abraham
was about to sacrifice Isaac before God stopped him. On this
mountain Abraham received the sworn oath of the Heavenly
God confirming the covenant of blessing upon the generation
of Israel. Solomon eventually built the temple on the same
land. On this mountain after several years, the history revealed
that Jesus Christ was crucified at the place of Golgotha which
is a closed proximity on the mountain range of Moriah.

Having this in mind, the location of the invisible temple of God
in your heart was not determined by wisdom of man. It was not
structured and strengthened with the pillars of knowledge and
reasoning but was revealed by the Spirit of God in salvation
and concealed in the unseen but precious spirit-man of
believers. That is why Jesus Christ was so sure in his prophetic
declaration, “That thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
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it.” (Matthew 16:18) Enemy can destroy the flesh and body but
it does not possess authority upon the spirit of man. That is
why the scripture intimates us, “Yet a time is coming and has
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father
seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit
and in truth.” (John 4:23-24)

The difference between the physical temple and the spiritual
temple among other things is that many people congregated
before the only one Holy Lord God in the physical temple but
in the spiritual temple of God in man, many holy temples of
God in the heart of men congregated and come together as one
body of the Church of Jesus Christ to one holy head of the
Church which is Jesus Christ Himself. “For where two or
three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst
of them.” (Matthew 18:20) Each of the temples in the heart of
man is a satellite temple of God dwelling in us. No matter how
large a church may be numerically, Jesus Christ the head and
husband of the Church, is still dealing with His Church on one-
to-one basis.

The worship of a true believer is no longer until he gets to the
physical temple, because from the temple of his own spirit, a
believer is expected to commune with and worship our
Heavenly God in spirit and in truth. We can always commune
wholeheartedly with our Heavenly Father anywhere and
anytime. This is not suggesting that believers do not need to
come to the church to worship God. “Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the
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day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:25) When the believers come
together in one accord to worship God, our Heavenly Father
only sees and deals with one corporate spiritual temple. The
gathering of believers in the Church of Jesus Christ is the
congregation of like-minded spiritual temples of the Living
God. Do not forsake the assembly of the saint.

Step by step let us visualize a physical temple and take a
walking tour of it in our mind in order to understand the
mystery of creative work of Living God in the temple of our
heart. In the outer court of the physical temple, you cannot
miss the Altar of Burnt Offering and the Sea of Laver. These
were the two items of furniture placed outside the temple
according to the commandment of God. These two items are
conspicuous because of their enormous sizes. They are situated
in front of the temple almost at the entrance. On the Altar of
Burnt Offering three important spiritual steps usually take
place: First, there is contrite feeling that comes from the
realization of one’s sinfulness that deserved God’s judgment.
Secondly, on the altar the offering animal bore the judgment of
the sin on behalf of the sinner who brought the offering in the
process of atonement. Lastly a resolute decision is made never
to commit the same sin anymore. The priest performed all
these ordinances of atonement on behalf of the sinner
according to the commandment of God because the priests, a
servant of God represented the twelve tribes of Israel before
God in the Temple. “So Aaron shall bear the judgment of the
children of Israel over his heart before the Lord continually”
(Exodus 28:29-30)

- 197 -



Temple of God

The same process takes place in the heart of a new believer that
discovered the love of Jesus Christ. The way the animal took
the place of a sinner for the atonement ordinances of
repentance, the same way Jesus Christ took our place on the
judgment stand. He died for us as a sacrificial lamb so that we
can live. In a true repentance, there is an aura of
remorsefulness at that very crossroad when a sinner realized
his sins and he imagined the weight of the judgment of the sin
that the Savior Jesus Christ bore for him at the cost of His
blood. “In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be
cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is
no forgiveness.” (Hebrews 9:22) This is why some people
express their heartfelt sorrow with tears when they fully realize
the cost of their salvation. The sum total of this process is
known as repentance. A genuine repentance always leads to a
once in a lifetime spiritual decision. A choice that separates the
living from the dead. A choice that opens a believer into a
brand-new life in the Lord. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.” (Il Corinthians 5:17) It shuts the
door of ignorance and sinfulness that associate with
worldliness and opens the door of spiritual understanding that
leads to eternal life.

The second item in the outer court of the physical temple is the
Sea of Laver. The priests washed the residue of the blood of
atonement offering from their hands in the sea of laver.
Mystery surrounded every item in the physical temple. One
may wonder and ask, “What is the essence of water in the
temple?” The purpose of water in the temple’s Sea of Laver is
more than just washing of the hands of the priest. No one could
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figure this out during the forty years journey of the Israelites in
the wilderness until so many years after when John the Baptist
began to baptize the repented people in his ministry as part of
his fore-runner duties in preparation for the ministry of Jesus
Christ. John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a
baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. (Mark 1:4)
Have we ever thought why baptism was an important integral
in John’s ministry? Where did he get this unique idea of
baptism that was never practiced before in Judaism religion?
There was no commandment as to its practice in the Old
Testament. Notwithstanding, it was there, as part of the process
of salvation. It was hidden to man’s understanding but
conspicuous to the Holy Spirit the revealer of all things.
Obviously, it was certainly the revelation of the Holy Spirit
that led him to baptize the repented sinners during his ministry.

The large water container in the physical temple depicted
baptism in the spiritual temple. No wonder, today baptism is
one of the important processes of receiving salvation.
Recounting the salvation through Ark of Noah, the scripture
says, “In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through
water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you
also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a
good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, (I Peter 3:20-21) The Israelites passed through
the cloud of the sea and were baptized. “For | do not want you
to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were
all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea.
They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.”
(I Corinthians 10:1-2) “And there are three that bear witness
in earth, the Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these
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three agree in one.” (I John 5:8) Amazing, water is one of the
three spiritual witness bearers on earth. It bears the witness of
our spiritual birth in the Lord when we were baptized. All the
three witness bearers are well represented in the physical
temple.

Aaron and his children and the subsequent priests that
represented the Israelites before God in the ancient temple
would not just walk into the temple of God in the Holy Place
without adequate preparation in holiness through anointing oil
and sprinkling of blood of atonement. The believers are the
priests in the spiritual temple of God in their hearts. The same
thing operates in the spiritual temple. Someone who had never
experienced the contrite heart that ushered in a genuine
repentance and became baptized in the water cannot just walk
into the presence of the God with the filthiness of his heart.
“Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall
stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn
deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and
righteousness from the God of his salvation.” (Psalm 24:3-5)
The three thousand souls that came to the kingdom of God on
the day of Pentecost were cleansed through repentance of their
sins and were baptized. It manifested in their sincere utterance
in the question they asked Peter. “Now when they heard this,
they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of
apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Then Peter
said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. ... and that day about
three thousand souls were added to them.” (Acts 2:37-41) We
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can now understand that the processes of repentance and
baptism prepares us to enter into a spiritual relationship with
God in the Spiritual Temple of our hearts the same way the
priest were prepared in holiness before they entered into the
Holy Place in the presence of God.

In the physical temple building of God in the wilderness there
are two compartments. The very first compartment is called the
Holy Place and the inner-most compartment is called Holy of
Holies. In this first compartment called the Holy Place, there
are three important items were placed there. They are the
Menorah Lamp, the Table of Showbread, and the Altar of
Incense. A careful attention must be in place to understand the
symbolism of these three items in the physical temple in order
to understand their relationships with the temple of our heart.

As the consecrated holy priest entered the holy temple, the item
that is conspicuous noticeable is the Golden Lamp Stand or
Menorah Lamp. Even if we are not privy to know the function
of this item in the temple, we all know the transforming power
of light in a dark environment. There is nothing hidden under
darkness that the light will not expose. In the physical temple
of old, the Golden Lampstand provided illumination for the
activities of the priests in the physical temple. The believer’s
spiritual illumination of understanding and wisdom of the word
of God emanates from Holy Spirit. That was why it was one of
the prayer points of Paul to the brethren in Ephesians, “that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to
you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of
Him, the eyes of your understanding being enlightened ..."
(Ephesians 1:17-18) Jesus Christ promised the believers the
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Comforter in the person of Holy Spirit. “However, when He,
the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth;
for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He
will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it
to you.” (John 16:13-15) It is through the illumination of
understanding of the word of God through the power of Holy
Spirit that we receive the guidance of God about the truth we
should know. It is through the power of Holy Spirit we
understand divine authority and doctrine of the Living God that
we are following today. Through the divine revelation of Holy
Spirit, the people of God today are edified, exhorted, guided
and are comforted in the wisdom of God.

Looking from the Lampstand in the Holy Place that brightened
the enclosure of the physical temple to the enlightened spirit in
the heart of the believers, as the lamp illuminates the temple
the same way Holy Spirit exude divine enlightenment of the
hearts of believers. Holy Spirit provides divine illumination for
your spirit so that you will not walk in the spiritual darkness in
your walk with God. The book of Psalm 119:105 says, “Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.” It is
this spiritual understanding that provides divine illumination
that guides us in our Christian decisions. It is one thing to read
the scripture, it another thing to understand the message of the
moment that God intended for you. Every time you read the
same passage in the Bible, or the same verse, you will notice
that you are getting different messages therein for your
edification. Every new principle and understanding you unearth
anytime you are studying the word of God is the message of
the moment that you have been ordained to know at that
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moment. This is what Holy Spirit perfects in the hearts of the
believers. Just as the light illuminates in the darkness to reveal
what is hidden under the darkness, we are opened to the divine
wisdom and understanding of the word of God with clarity of
mind. We just feel as if someone is filling all the missing links
and connecting every dot of what we had wanted to understand
in the Bible. Of course, Holy Spirit is a divine tutor of the
scripture. At times we feel as if a personal tutor is teaching us
the basic principle of the word of God. This is the
manifestation of the ministry of Holy Spirit in the life of a
believer.

The Table of Showbread in the Holy Place was a mystery of
inspiration. One of the three important activities in the Holy
Place was the bread of His presence offered on this spiritual
table thereby providing a forum for divinity and humanity to
enter into affinity of understanding. The bread was made
available in the temple and became consecrated bread and the
worthy company of priesthood who were living in holiness
were only qualified to partake in the consecrated bread. This is
where the roles of believers come into play in the spiritual
temple of God in our heart. It is one thing to read the word of
God it is another to understand the precepts and eternal ways of
God therein. When we read the scripture, we are provided with
divine enlightenment. But when we are meditating on the
principles of the word of God, we are also assimilating the
precepts in it. This we do in readiness to practice and believing
on the truth that the word of God revealed. Spiritually, we are
presented a privilege to partake of divine wisdom that is
elusive to the blind world around us. This is why Jesus Christ
described Himself as the “bread of life.” His word is the bread
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we feast upon, it is the only spiritual food that satisfies the
insatiable hearts of man. “The Jesus said unto them, Verily,
verily, | say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man,
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my
flesh and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and I will raise
him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my
blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh and drinketh my
blood, dwelleth in me and I in him.”’(John 6:53-56) He went
further by instituting the Lord Supper during His ministry.
“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and
brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is
my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to
them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the New
Testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
But I say unto you, | will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's
kingdom.” (Matthew 26:26-29) Feasting in the flesh and blood
of Jesus Christ is living in the experience of the mystery of
salvation that became unfolded in the wisdom of God unto
mankind through the word of God.

The Altar of Incense is placed in the Holy Place in the physical
temple is also in the heart of the believers. This is the reason
why Jesus Christ says, “the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him.” (John 4:23)
You have to possess the heart of appreciation which of course,
is the spiritual altar of worship in your heart, where you can
worship God in your prayer and in songs. The appreciation is
not necessarily about what God has done for us, but rather, it is
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about Who He is as the Great | AM THAT | AM in His
awesome glory.

When we critically consider the three activities in the Holy
Place, we will undoubtedly behold the awesome picture of the
beautiful Church of Jesus Christ of which believer is a
member. This is the commonwealth of love and holiness that
Jesus Christ had called all the believers into in the temple of
our hearts. It must be noted that all the activities in the Holy
Place prepare us for the ultimate relationship that will take
place in the Most Holy Place which, of course, it is a symbol of
the Throne of God in Heaven.

The inner-most compartment in the physical temple called
Holy of Holies or Most Holy Place is carved out specifically
for the Ark of God that represented the presence of God. The
compartment was separated from the Holy Place in the
physical temple by the veil. The compartment was not called
the Holy of Holies by the qualification of the words of mouth.
That God Almighty may dwell among His people was the
reason for the temple. The Living God is the ultimate reason
for establishing the Temple. The holiness in the temple was the
result of the steady obedience of the word of God by His
servants. God commanded the steps, and Moses carried them
out. From construction of the inner temple to all the marvelous
artistic work in gold, silver, and cooper by the anointed
artisans, to the priest consecration of the temple, a masterpiece
of house of God was carved out for the Living God in the
temple. There is no difference regarding the plan of God
concerning the spiritual temple of our heart. In order that the
Heavenly Father may dwell in our heart and make His abode
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there, a similitude special Most Holy Place must be established
in our heart. Although the temple of our was not made of
earthly gold but was made in the invaluable spiritual nature that
IS more precious than gold. In the temple of our heart, God
Almighty must occupy the centermost position. The scripture
admonished, Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life.” (Proverbs 4:23) If all the issues of life
proceeded out of the heart of mankind, the heart of a believer
must be holy. The position of authority must be exclusively
reserved in holiness for the Three Persons of Trinity to dwell
therein so that all the issues of our lives must be screened with
the glorious power of the Triune God’s presence.

The Ark of Covenant that represented the presence of God was
in the physical temple. Covenant of God establishes the
relationship that the believer is having with God. “... and in
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3b)
Whenever, the anointed priest entered the Holy of Holies the
glory of God will fill the temple. The glory of God symbolized
the divine presence of God in the temple. If the presence of
God is not in the heart of man, it is not possible for him to
understand the thing of the spirit talk less of accepting Jesus
Christ as the Lord and Savior. If the presence of God is not
with man, there is no way he can have access to the Throne of
Grace. Whenever you hear from the servants of God, “Thus
said the Lord,” “The Spirit of God said,” God is not speaking
from His throne in Heaven rather He is operating from the
satellite temple in the heart of His servant. The Lord has come
down into His temple, in the heart of His prophet, His anointed
servant to intimate him with the spiritual matter of the moment.
When we experience divine revelation of God in our Christian
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life journey, God is speaking to us from His spiritual temple in
us. When we experience a breakthrough in our spiritual walk
with God, the Heavenly Father guided us to success through
His temple in our heart.

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the
holy place: (for all the priest that were present were sanctified,
and did not then wait by course; Alto the Levites which were
the singers all of them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with
their sons and their brethren being arrayed in white linen,
having cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood at the east
end of the altar, and with them an hundred and twenty priests
sounding with trumpet:) It came even to pass, as the
trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be
heard in praising and thanking the Lord; and when they lifted
up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments
of music, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good; for his
mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with
cloud, even the house of the Lord; So that the priests could
not stand to minister by reason of the cloud; for the glory of
the Lord had filled the house of God. (Il Chronicle 5:11-14)

One important thing that Solomon did which was completely
outside the God given directive on how the temple should be
built and completed was the dedication of the temple. Moses
followed the instruction of God to the last letter, but there was
no where in the Bible that after the completion of the Temple,
that Moses specifically dedicated the temple unto the Lord
prayerfully like Solomon. There was no specific reason
mentioned in the Bible that prompted Solomon to dedicate the
temple. But one thing is certain, if one is walking hand in hand
with a good friend, you will know what he likes and also
understand what he does not like. When one take into
consideration the close relationship of Solomon’s father, King
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David with the Heavenly Father, and the fact that Solomon
commenced his kingdom on the legacy of Godliness, it was not
difficult for him to understand the importance of prayerfully
dedicating the holy monumental temple of the Living God to
the Creator. It was a way of telling God that His children were
returning His glory back to Him in form of the token of
abundance of blessing He had given to His people. It was not
the beauty of the temple as one of the seven wonders on earth
in the history of mankind that matters to God, it was the fact
that His presence was invoked in the temple. Solomon did this
in an awesome grand style and beauty. Beginning with
consecration of the priest in holiness and all the items in the
temple, he prepared a spiritually holy environment for the
Spirit of God to move. The 4000 Levites musicians with their
288 musical leaders arrayed themselves in their garments and
equipped also with their different musical instruments. The
great day finally came. The music they have been practicing
from the planning stage of the temple and throughout the seven
years it took Solomon to complete the temple was finally ready
to be unleashed in the honor of the Heavenly King.

The priests consecrated in holiness led the procession with the
company of the Levites in grand orchestras. With the finest
music that resembled that of the angels in Heaven, the Levites
ushered in the Lord God Almighty into His temple with
praises. The blessed children of God lifted their voices with the
trumpets, cymbals, and other musical instrument to praise the
Lord. When the musical instruments blended with the well-
trained voices of Levites, it produced a rendition of powerful
song of praise. God confirmed and honored the efforts of His
people. Because when the melodious song of praises rented the
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air in the temple unto the Living God, the Shekinah glorious
presence of Almighty God came down mightily in form of
cloud and the glory of God filled the Temple in the form of
cloud. The pillar of cloud manifested so much in such a way
that the priests were not able to minister in the temple because
the glory of the Lord prevailed in the temple.

At a certain point in the heart of a believer, the house of your
heart had been cleansed and made holy. By inference, all the
physical items in the ancient temple are spiritually completed
and adequately represented and consecrated. Symbolically
these items are spiritually functioning in our hearts for only one
important purpose of relating with the Heavenly Father. The
beautiful spiritual temple of our heart must be dedicated to
God, in praises and in honor in order to usher Him in and seat
the Heavenly God on His Throne in our heart. The Holy name
of God must be inscribed in the temple of our heart to make
Him the only authority in us in order that He may occupy His
rightful position in our heart. Even if we do not experience the
appearance of the pillar of cloud like that of old, and physical
fire did not fall from Heaven, His presence in our heart will
undoubtedly be felt in our life as He comes into our hearts to
indicate that He had fill our temple in His awesome glory. His
power will surely resonate in a unique way in His holy temple
in our heart to confirm His glorious presence. Yes, the true
believers always feel that unique divine touch and glorious
firel

This is the reminiscence of the relationship of God with man in
the Garden of Eden when God would come down in His
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awesome glory to fellowship with Adam and Eve. The same is
the intention of God towards humanity in establishing His
temple in our hearts. The believers have to learn how to dwell
in the presence of God while on earth in holiness and within
the privilege awesomeness of His glory to prepare them for the
everlasting eternal fellowship with the Father of Glory.

God had hidden His temple in our heart in its entirety. When
one gets filled with the Holy Ghost; the very Spirit of God
dwells inside you. This correlates with entering into the Holy
of Holies. By calling us into His vineyard we have therefore
been made priest to serve God in his Holy Temple within us.
‘... iIf ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant,
then_ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people:
for all the earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of
priests, and an holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6) By this, in the
spiritual realm, you are a priest in the living temple of
Almighty God. You are in the class of Aaron the first High
Priest that served in the Tabernacle of Moses. We are the
keeper of the temple, and we have responsibility to guard the
temple of our body in holiness. Whatever comes to the temple
of our heart is what we permit in it. Glory be to His holy name
because nobody can destroy the temple of God in our heart
unless we give an express permission to the enemy to bring a
strange fire to it. The express permission that an enemy need to
destroy the temple of God in our hearts is our choice of consent
to sinfulness. This is why we must refrain ourselves from sinful
activities so that the glorious temple of our body will not be
desecrated. Remember, no defilement is allowed in the temple
of old, the priest in the holy Temple of God must be holy.
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Beginning from the Tabernacle of Moses up till the Temple of
Solomon, all the items of furniture in the temple were all
overlaid with gold. In the extended analysis of the construction
of Temple of Solomon it was revealed that the floor and the
wall of the temple were all overlaid with gold. One obvious
thing that synonymous with the Temple of God can be
summarized as ‘preciousness.” The preciousness was not
describing the high taste of God. It is to reflect the high
spiritual quality of the life expected of people that were
operating in the temple that must match the preciousness of
gold. For this simple reason, God enrobed the priests in the
temple with fine royal linen and golden embroidery so that His
servants might be symbol of glory and for beauty of Almighty
God. “And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your
brother, for glory and for beauty.” (Exodus 28:2) Blending of
glory and beauty in holiness is the standard appearance
required of the servant of God. The same is the expected
standard of the temple in your heart and the quality of life you
live.

Perhaps you are saying that your heart is not made of gold and
therefore inferring that the temple therein is not made of gold
either. | want you to know that the temple of God in the heart
of believer is made of supernatural element that possesses a
better quality than gold. The preciousness of your temple is
priceless and cannot be measured in any monetary value of
gold. For this purpose, Jesus Christ the Son of God left his
magnificent Throne in Heaven, faced the inglorious ordeal of
the Cross of Calvary in order to establish His Temple with His
precious blood in your heart and made His abode with you. Far
more precious than gold is the temple of your heart. This
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temple is overlaid with the precious blood of Jesus Christ that
consisted of the DNA of Holy Spirit. “Behold, I stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door,
I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.”
(Revelation 3:20) “To whom God would make known what is
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles;
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27)
“If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will
love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with
him.” (John 14:23) Wherever the presence of the Heavenly
Father and His Son manifests, the fullness of the mystery of
Trinity, three God Heads is completed, because Holy Spirit is
also present there. Having this at the back of your mind, you
will now realize that the temple of God in you is far more
precious and superior to the much-acclaimed ancient glorious
temple of Solomon. Perhaps you could not analyze the
preciousness of the temple of God in you in the past, the truth
had been revealed to you today so that you can understand why
you should not sell yourself cheap for unworthy remuneration
of sinful acts of this world.

Preciousness, holiness, and orderliness separate and define the
sanctity of the Temple of the Living God. Is holiness in place
in the temple of your heart as to provide a spiritually conducive
environment for God to dwell in? Having known the
preciousness of your body as the temple of the Living God, the
question is, “How do you carry yourself and how do you apply
your life to the issues of life around you? Most of the time
believers always think that they are not different from the
people around them, and as result some tend to follow the trend
of worldliness. To some extent, in the biological/physical
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appearance we may not be different from others, but in our
spirit man, it is a different ball game. Even in our physical
appearance, the way we carry ourselves in a dignified
manner—in terms of our courteous utterance, moderate apparel
we put on and in beautiful Christlike characters and heart of
integrity we display—will say a volume about our
ambassadorial calling in the Lord. Even if we do not how to
measure our own spiritual value, at least we need to see
ourselves from the point of view of the scripture. The book of
Peters did not leave us in darkness about this. It reveals the
preciousness of the believers before the Living God and
described us as “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the
people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have
obtained mercy. (Peters 1:9-10) In order to know how to
comport ourselves, the scripture admonished, “Beloved, | beg
you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts
Which war against the soul ...” (I Peters 1:11) Perhaps you
still didn’t get it. If you have been purchased by the blood of
Jesus Christ, and you have embraced salvation that was made
free for you through the blood of Jesus Christ, your spiritual
nationality had been changed. You have been grafted into the
covenant of Abraham through the blood of the Lamb. “All the
families of the earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis
12:3) Jesus Christ who redeemed us with His blood came from
the lineage of Abraham. By this special adoption, your spiritual
last name is ‘Christ’ and you are now a documented citizen of
the Kingdom of God through redemption. Your name had been
written in the Book of Life.
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One of the spiritual principles we have to follow is that we
have to understand that we are on a temporary spiritual journey
here on earth, we cannot afford to entangle ourselves with
besetting sins that drag man down to the miry clay of
worldliness. All the worldly entanglements are wars against the
souls of man. In a direct instruction, the scripture warned the
believers, “Don't give what is holy to unholy people. Don't give
pearls to swine! They will trample the pearls, then turn and
attack you.” (Matthew 7:6) Whatever decision you make as a
believer; you carry your spiritual weight along with it. Any
covenant you make, you bring your spiritual potentials with it.
It means you lay your honor, integrity, and spirituality on the
table as a believer. The spiritual temple of God in you and all
the sacred monuments in you are all inclusive in the covenant.
These facts should be at the back of your mind when you are
about to choose a business partner. It must be a factor when
you about to choose a career. It must be an important criterion
when you are about to choose a spouse or any important
decision you want to make. Anyone that lacks the fear of God
can dip his hands into any despicable activities of the worldly.
You cannot afford to cast your pearls to the swine. The swine
does not know the value of your spiritual pearls. You have to
deal with people that truly appreciate your spiritual value. You
cannot afford to be a spouse to an alcoholic or adulterer.
Certainly, you would not like to spend the rest of your life in
sorrow and despair with someone that will cause you to end
your Christian journey on earth in the presence of an idol god.
A woman who is beautiful but lacks discretion is like a gold
ring in a pig's snout. (Proverbs 11:22)
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“Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). "Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with man, and He will dwell with them, and
they shall be His people, and God Himself will be with them and
be their God... But | saw no temple in it (the New Jerusalem -
bride of Christ) for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple.” (Revelation 21:3,22). “To know the love of Christ which
passes knowledge, that you may be filled with ALL the fullness
of God.” Ephesians 3:19

Thus says the LORD, “Heaven is My throne, And earth is My
footstool. Where is the house that you will build Me? And where
is the place of My rest? For all those things My hand has made,
And all those things exist, Says the LORD. But on this one will |
look: On him who is humble and of a contrite spirit and who
trembles at My word." (Isaiah 66:1-2)

"Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him
shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are." | Corinthians 3:16-17.

Commandment of the Heavenly God drew the architectural
plan of the temple. Obedience and faith of the righteous men
build it. Precepts of the word of God were its foundation and
pillars. Every sacred item in the temple was set in order
according to the specification of the Living God. The last and
only living item in the temple which was the priest underwent
the processes of consecration so that he can be compatible with
the standard of holiness expected in the temple. There are
specific things allowed in the temple—therefore not every
thing goes. There are specific chosen people appointed to
minister in specific places in the physical temple. Strange fire
was not permitted in the old temple of Israelites in the
wilderness, therefore strange fire will not be permitted in the
temple of our heart. A believer who is a bearer of the spiritual
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temple in him should not take any spiritual task for granted.
Nothing should be handled haphazardly. Nadab and Abihu the
children of Aaron, because of their over familiarization to the
temple environment they failed to keep the ordinances of the
temple. They brought a strange fire into the temple. Fire
proceeded from the presence of God to consume them. They
died instantly. “Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu took their pans
for burning incense, put fire in them, and added incense; but
they did not use the special fire Moses had commanded them to
use in the presence of the LorRD. So fire came down from the
LorD and destroyed Nadab and Abihu, and they died in front
of the LORD. Then Moses said to Aaron, “This is what the
LORD was speaking about when he said, ‘I must be respected
as holy by those who come near me; before all the people |
must be given honor.” (Leviticus 10:1-3) Lackadaisically
attitude should not be mentioned of a believer because it is not
compatible to the life of spiritual consciousness in the temple.
All ordinances of the temple must be observed, and integrity of
heart must be demonstrated in holiness in the presence of Holy
Spirit. Spiritual discipline must be in place and sacrificial
services must be prominent in the life of the believer because
this is the culture of the spiritual temple of God.

There is a unique place of each item in the temple and their
important purposes. The Ark of God is placed in the most
sacred place in the temple called the Holy of Holies. It is
typical of humanity to apportion honor unto people by their
outward appearance. They always say, “Honor should be given
to whom honor is due.” That is why they always put their
dignitaries in the high table in the social gathering. When Jesus
Christ the Son of God was coming into this world, because His
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spiritual Royal personality was not known then as the King of
kings, he was born in the manger. Who is the spiritual dignitary
of your heart? Where is the position of God in your heart? Who
occupies the high table of your heart? No one deserves the
lofty position of your heart than your Creator. Today we all
know better. Our Heavenly Father must occupy the center most
position of preeminence in our heart and all issues of our lives
as a believer must be revolving round about our Creator.

Today many people gloss over the scripture and read it as a
story book. They never consider it as manual of life. They
never behold the law of God and divine direction of the Living
God unto His people therein. Although the Ten Commandment
law alone was expanded to about 619 distinct laws among the
Israelites. But today because these people are unfortunately
operating in the sinfulness of the world, they could not see the
danger of judgment of God that is looming over them for not
embracing the love of God, repenting their sins, and accepting
salvation that had made free for them. They only behold and
admire the so-called civilization amidst the wantonness of cruel
and sinful people around them.

The priest in Israelite’s temple was ordained to serve the table
of the Lord. Likewise, a believer is a spiritually ordained priest
in the temple of his own heart. For this reason, a believer must
be equipped with the understanding of the word of God so that
he may be conscious of the requirement of how to please God
in his services. A Christian who is not reading his bible is
denying himself of God’s spiritual wisdom. “Study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (Il Timothy 2:15)
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Although only once in a year, the High Priest entered into the
Most Holy Place in the temple of God in Israel. Since the veil
torn into two after the death of Jesus Christ on the Cross, there
IS no limit to the number of times we can enter into the
Presence of God for His fellowship. A believer who is not
praying is denying himself an opportunity to commune with
the Heavenly Father and as a result, he is unwittingly drifting
away from the presence of the Living God for ultimate spiritual
destruction of Satan. Paul had his reason for admonishing the
brethren in Thessalonica to pray without ceasing. (I
Thessalonians 5:17) “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything
by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God.” (Philippians 4:6) A
thoughtful Christian should also be a gratitude personality. A
Christian who is not meditating upon the word of God will
certainly lack the heart of a genuine gratitude unto God. We
should always have good reasons to praise God. There were 24
assorted divisions of musicians with 288 spiritual song leaders
and 4,000 strong singers of the tribe of Levites singing praises
unto the Living God and glorify His Holy name in the temple.
If God can be merciful enough to assure us His presence and
tell us that, “I will never leave you nor forsake you,” we should
be grateful enough to ensure that we position ourselves for
faithful services in His satellite temple of our heart.

The intercessors should note this point. Whenever a believer is
led to pray for someone or about something, the Almighty God
in His temple of our spirit is directing the affairs. He is
speaking from His throne of your Temple. He is assuring you
that the specific prayer will be answered at that very moment if
in obedience you yield to His instructions. The heart of man is
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always preoccupied with the affairs of the world, but if the
three persons in the Trinity is dwelling in the temple of our
hearts, then there will be inspiration, there will be
understanding and knowledge of the things of the spirit. There
will be discernment and divine enlightenment. Prophet
Jeremiah was not ignorant of this fact. He said, “/ know, O
Lord, that a man'’s life is not his own; it is not for man to direct
his steps.” (Jeremiah 10:23) Only God can rightly direct the
steps of the righteous. And that is how God give His children
the divine opportunity and authority to rule over the affairs of
the world around Him. The scripture directed that we should
look unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith ...
(Hebrews 12:2) When we set our gaze unto our Lord Jesus
Christ, we are opened unto His infinitive wisdom and
understanding. It means we are seeing the world around us
from the perspective of our Father in Heaven.

The Sanctuary of God in the heart of believer is established by
Jesus Christ through the miracle of salvation. Regardless of the
guarantied assurance that the gate of hell shall not prevail
against the church there is no guaranty that enemy will still not
attack the church. “...I will build my church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it. (Matthew 16:18) The attack of
the enemy always comes in a subtle way. Therefore, the temple
of the Lord in our heart is highly vulnerable to temptation and
sin. Going by the history of the temple of God from its
inception, it could be destroyed by Satanic influenced attack
through sins or disobedience of the people of God. In the same
manner, with the permission of individual believer, enemy
could creep into the temple of your heart to desecrate it. The
temple in the heart of Judas Iscariot could not survive the
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attack of these wicked voracious agents. That was why the
Levites were the appointed ministers and security officers of
the temple. The Levites were God appointed ministers before
the Living God in His temple in the wilderness. Who are the
ministers and the ushers of the spiritual temple of your heart?
All the ministers of your temple must be appointed and
accepted of God. The intruders that defile and pollute the
temple of our hearts are perennial issues of mind of the worldly
and it includes: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,
idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of
wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, (Galatians 5:19-21) Certainly if Jesus
Christ the High Priest is ministering in your temple, anger
cannot be an usher there. Strangers should not be honored to
offer you strange and sinful counselling. “Yet they will by no
means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not
know the voice of strangers.” (John 10:15) There must be no
room for gossip and slanders in the temple of a believer.

It is interesting to note that nothing of no remarkable
importance were allowed in the physical temple. Nothing was
carelessly placed in the temple. And because you bear the
temple of God in your spirit, you should not be listed among
the people that engage in idle and careless conversation. Lust
of flesh and all kinds of immoralities cannot stand the presence
of Holy Spirit in the temple. When your heart is given to the
meditation of the word of God, all the spiritual intruders that
easily permeate into the heart will not be able to have a
foothold in your heart. Instead, the spiritual ministers which are
acceptable of God will take control of the strategic positions of
your heart’s temple. And they include, love, joy, peace,
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longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control. (Galatians 5:22-23) That was why God told Joshua,
“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but
you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to
do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”
(Joshua 1:8) All the agents of Satan that are sowing the seed of
discord in the midst of the saints will not have a foot hold in
your heart if you are meditating on the word of God and daily

live according to its precepts.

Many physical temples were destroyed and desecrated as the
records showed in the scripture. The children of God always
rebuilt and renovate it. A case in point was when Hezekiah
became a king in Israel. “He in the first year of his reign, in the
first month, opened the doors of the house of the LORD, and
repaired them. And he brought in the priests and the Levites,
and gathered them together into the east street, And said unto
them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and
sanctify the house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry
forth the filthiness out of the holy place.” (11 Chronicle 29:3-5)
Has the temple of your heart been wrecked and completely
desecrated, like the Temple of Solomon? Are you now
downcast in the valley of your Christian life and completely
resigned to fate? The word of God is assuring you to stand tall
like Zerubabbel because the great mountain shall become a
plain. Arise and shine! Your hands that had laid the foundation
of your temple shall complete it. “... Not by might, nor by
power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. Who art thou,
O great mountain? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a
plain... The hands of Zerubbabel have laid the foundation of
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this house; his hands shall also finish it.” (Zechariah 4:6-9)
What are you doing to repair the battered Lord’s temple in your
heart? You cannot abandon it to waste away. Do not give up
upon yourself. God is ready to smoothen the crooked edges of
your life. You should not relegate yourself to the forgotten
valley of backsliding. The Lord wants to occupy His
preeminence position in the temple in your heart. Arise, repent,
and make the glorious temple of your heart once again
habitable for the Heavenly King. Take your life back from the
enemy. Reconcile with the Heavenly Father, He will forgive
you and inhabit your heart again. He promised in his word that,
"The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine," says the Lord of
hosts. The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the
former,' says the Lord of hosts. ‘And in this place | will give
peace,’ says the Lord of hosts." (Haggai 2:8-9) You are the
Lord’s, and He is your Creator. He is the foundation of your
divine glory at the beginning. And because He had redeemed
you, certainly the glory of the latter temple in your life shall be
greater than former. He will surely beautify you again. The
glory of God shall manifest in the holy temple of your heart, in
Jesus name, Amen.
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Thanks for taking time to read the Pocket Minister Series. If you would
like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, please pray the
prayer in the box below. Please note that you are about to make the most
important decision in your life. Please pay detail attention to the prayer
points.

Lord Jesus Christ, | know that you are the Son of Living God. You
died for me on the Cross. | know that | have sinned in my
thoughts, words and actions. There are so many good things |
failed to do. There are so many sinful things | have done. | confess
all my wrongdoings and | am truly sorry for my sinful life. | now
turn away from everything | considered to be sinful. Have mercy
upon me, Lord and forgive me all my sins. You gave your life as a
ransom for my soul; | gratefully give my life to you. | humbly invite
you to come into my life as my Savior to redeem me, and as my
Friend to be with me for ever. My Lord and my King, | will serve
you all the remaining years of my life in complete obedience to
your words, Amen.

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of mind,
rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you now. We also
welcome to the fold of believers.” Please, there are important things you
must know and the steps you have to take. Please get in contact with a
Bible Believing Living Church near you to learn and know more about
the love of God.
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DECISION PAGE

E-mail Address

Hereby confess by faith today (Date)

that Jesus Christ is the Son of Living God. He died for me on the Cross of
Calvary and | am redeemed with His precious blood. | wholeheartedly
repented my sins and | believed that the Heavenly Father has forgiven me my
sins. | am now counted among the righteous as one of the children of God
through the special adoption by His blood. | begin my Christian journey in the
newness of life observing His precepts according to the word of God each day
of my life until I see Him face to face in Heaven.

Beloved of the Lord,

Please make photocopy of this page for all those who have accepted Jesus
Christ as their Savior through this ministry and mail it to us at the address
below for the purpose of follow-up as well as a feedback about the
faithfulness of God in our ministry.

Michael A. Eleyinafe
Christ Light Bearers Inc.
P. 0. Box 141, New York, NY 10163
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