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ABOUT THE MINISTRY 
 

Christ Light Bearers Ministry is a non-denominational Christian 

Publication Ministry that God blessed with a vision to proclaim the 

Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our mission is to reach out to the 

entire world with the word of God.  We began our Internet outreach 

in February 1999 with one important goal – to provide positive and 

inspirational messages, obviously, in contrast to the unsuitable and 

filthy information that satanic agents offer to us and our children. 

Our website www.christlightbearers.com, is centered on proclaiming 

Christ’s gospel. We thank God for helping us to touch the world with 

the beauty of Jesus Christ with our various publications. 14 

Evangelical Tracts, 6 series of Reflect on This! Books, and lately our 

quarterly Personal Touch Bible Study are some of the good things 

that God is doing in the ministry. In addition we publish Weekly Bible 

Studies, Daily Prayer Guide and various Christian Articles on the 

internet and in the newspapers. To learn more about this ministry, 

please visit our website www.christlightbearers.com or write us at 

our address. 

 

WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
 

Beloved of the Lord you need only one book – the Bible, to read and 

grasp the divine wisdom of God in order to fit in perfectly into His 

Kingdom. And you are blessed with lifetime of sweet fellowship of 

Holy Spirit to guide and empower you with understanding, to 

enlighten your heart so that you may be transformed into a golden 

vessel for the master’s use. A willing and yielding spirit is what you 

need to start. An obedient heart and unwavering trust in God will 

guide you in the journey of life. A determined spirit to continue 

faithfully in righteousness will see you through to His righteous side. 

Why don’t you start today? The Holy Spirit will teach you! Use the 

Reflect on This! Series to aid you in your learning. 

 

Michael A. Eleyinafe 

Minister, CLB Ministry 
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of 

 

GOD ALMIGHTY 
 

and to the beloved of the Lord 

who seek after truth: 

You will behold true deliverance of God 

in the midst of your crisis, Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 v 

 

 
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
 

Introduction .. .. .. .. vii 

1. David: Fear of God .. .. .. 01 

2. David: Faithfulness in God .. .. 09 

3. David: An Upright Shepherd in a 

  Wicked World  .. .. 19 

4. David: From Valley to Victory .. 27 

5. David: A Covenant Keeping Shepherd 33 

6. David: An Icon of Praises .. .. 43 

7. David: Seeking God in Repentance .. 55 

8. David: Patient in Crisis Humble in Victory 67 

9. Reflect on This! .. .. .. 75 

10. Prayer Points .. .. .. .. 81 

 
 
 



 vi 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 vii 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 
 
And afterward they desired a king: and God gave unto 
them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, 
by the space of forty years. And when he had removed 
him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to 
whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found 
David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which 
shall fulfill all my will. Acts 13:21-22 

 

Whenever you see a big and tall tree, look closely and 

you will see big buttress roots that have good grips to the 

ground, supporting the tree.  The skyscrapers around New 

York City all sit on solid foundations buried deep in the 

ground. This takes us to the foundation of the unparalleled 

love between the Creator, Lord Almighty and the anointed 

king of Israel, King David. King David described this love 

in Psalm 42:1-2 "As the deer pants for streams of water, so 

my soul pants for you, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for 

the living God. When can I go and meet with you God?" 

The understanding of the statement of David in this passage 

reveals an exceptional relationship that existed between 

him and the Lord Almighty. The relationship was so deep 

and the bliss transcended any expression that man can give. 



 viii 

There is no doubt that David experienced something unique 

in his relationship with God that he could never have 

enough of the beautiful moment with God. The thought 

behind Walking in the Shoe of David also suggests that 

David received a heavenly accolade of commendation for 

unique godly attributes that manifested in his lifestyle. The 

account of David in the scripture points out that he looked 

at life itself from the point of view of Almighty God. Going 

by the word of God that says, “… out of the abundance of 

the heart the mouth speaketh,” (Matthew 12:34) the 

outpouring of the righteous heart of David is reflected in 

the Psalms – the songs of David. It is not likely that we can 

get to the root of what made David tick in the presence of 

God in this book but we shall consider the supporting 

stronghold of righteousness which is the unique 

characteristic that presented King David as a beloved of the 

Lord in the following chapters. 
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                   CHAPTER 

David: Fear of God 
 

“The fear of God is the beginning of knowledge.” 

(Proverb 1:7) When we consider the fear of God in the life 

of David, I want you to know that this fear is not the 

dreadful fear that emanates from devastating or consuming 

anger of God’s judgment against evil people for their 

wickedness. It’s a fear that has its root in the love of God. It 

was the reverential awe and admiration of the extraordinary 

work of creation—the firmament, the heavenly bodies, the 

cosmic as a whole and all the intricacies of unfathomable 

wonders that define each creation in the universe. It was the 

fear that was borne out of loving-kindness of God towards 

those who know Him and even towards those who are still 

wallowing in their ignorance about the merciful Father in 

Heaven. It was that submissive fear that is revealed in the 

spiritual knowledge and wisdom to all that are in a 

redemptive relationship with God. David realized that he 

was nothing before God. He also knew that whatever he 

had become as an individual and as a king in Israel was 

because of the divine appointment of God in his life. An 

acceptable fact in the relationship of David and God was 

the fact that God sought and found him, anointed and 

fulfilled him as an instrument of honor in His hand. David 

knew that God had invested a lot in him in terms of His 

loving kindness, His divine care and protection and he

1 





David: Fear of God 

 - 3 - 

wished to continue living in that heavenly fulfillment also 

in a high expectation of the righteousness so that he would 

not become a let down unto God at any time. This was the 

foundation of fear of God in the heart of King David. 

 
And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy children? 
And he said, There remaineth yet the youngest, and 
behold, he keepeth the sheep, And Samuel said unto 
Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit down till he 
come hither.  And he sent, and brought him in. Now he 
was ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and 
goodly to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him: for 
this is he. (I Samuel 16:11-12)  

 

God remembered the so called ‘insignificant’ shepherd 

boy in the house of Jesse and He chose him over his seven 

amiable brethren.  On the day he was anointed as the king 

of Israel, David was in the 'training camp' where he was 

tending the sheep of his father. I describe David shepherd 

field experience of David as a training camp because each 

day that he unwittingly spent diligently tending the sheep 

of his father was a precious investment before Almighty 

God towards his preparation for the great moment in his 

life. “. . . I took you from the pasture and from following 

the flock to be the ruler over my people Israel. (II Samuel 

7:8) The supposedly ‘best’ sons in the household of Jesse 

were presented to Samuel the Prophet of God one by one, 

as potential candidates for the throne of king of Israel.  

However, God, who sees the heart, did not choose any of 

David’s seven brothers.  Samuel, the servant of God stood 

still and waited till the one that was considered 

insignificant in the household of Jesse was brought before 

Him. Samuel said, “Send for him; we would not sit down 

until he arrives.” The least of the household of Jesse was 
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brought from the shepherd field to pass in the front of the 

man of God. Immediately the spiritual focus of God was 

upon David and the Lord directed Samuel, "Arise, anoint 

him: for this is he."  And Samuel anointed David.  Heaven 

smiled on David and he became transformed.  He woke up 

on that faithful day as shepherd boy but he slept as the 

anointed king of Israel. 

 

The village Shepherd boy has been anointed a king in 

Israel. The obvious question now is, ‘How is he going to 

rule when he is not equipped with the training and kingly 

wisdom?’  This may be our thought. Perhaps David did not 

have the same thought. Who knows whether he just 

resigned to fate and said within himself, that God who had 

ordered him to be anointed would teach him how to 

perform excellently as the king of Israel? There are certain 

principles we have to bear in mind here. First, I want you to 

know that God works in mysterious ways.  Secondly, God 

will not give you a vision without provision. I want to 

assure you that when God calls you into His vineyard, he 

will prepare you, qualify you and give you the instruments 

of your office. Thirdly, I want you to know that whatever 

God starts, He will bring it to a successful conclusion.  That 

was the accomplishment of God in the life of the village 

shepherd boy.  No sooner after his anointment, King Saul 

became sick. “But the spirit of the Lord departed from 

Saul, and an evil spirit from the Lord troubled him.” (I 

Samuel 16:14) Let us digress a bit to reflect upon this 

verse. We at times find it difficult to digest this verse. 

Perhaps we wonder and say, ‘The Spirit of the Lord may 

depart when the Holy Spirit is grieved, but how can an 

“evil spirit from the Lord” trouble someone? The Bible 

says, “The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his 
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ears are open unto their cry, the face of the Lord is against 

them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from 

the earth.” (Psalm 34:15-16) When Saul was upright 

before God, evil did not befall upon him, but when he fell 

from grace, and the Spirit of God departed from him, the 

shield of God’s protection over Saul was removed and he 

was now subjected to the permissible attack of demons as a 

judgment from God for his disobedience. “That they may 

know from the rising of the sun, and from the west, that 

there is none beside me.  I am the Lord, and there is none 

else. I form the light, and create darkness; I make peace, 

and create evil: I the Lord do all these things.” (Isaiah 

45:6-7) Again when one considers the miraculous ways 

that God does things, in His own way to accomplish His 

awesome purposes, whenever anything happens around 

you, whether pleasant or the other way round, you will not 

be taken by surprise, because God may be at work. When 

you consider the sequence of events that followed the 

anointment of David you will understand and appreciate the 

way God fulfills His purpose in the life of mankind. 

 

Back to the point of our digression, a servant of King 

Saul, perhaps his medical doctor, suggested that the cure 

for the King Saul's illness was the music therapy from the 

harp. Was this not strange? Another servant said he had 

seen one good harp player among the Jesse's sons.  He 

presented the résumé of David as a very good harp player, a 

brave man, a warrior, man of wisdom, a humble person and 

the Mighty presence of God was with him. (I Samuel 

16:18) Was this a co-incidence? No, it was the 

manifestation of the plan of God. “Cast thy bread upon the 

waters: for thou shalt find it after many days.” 

(Ecclesiastes 11:1) The seemly-unnoticed diligence of 
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David as a shepherd boy paid off. The servant of the king 

testified positively in favor of David, he spoke about his 

humble spirit, his wisdom, his courage and of course, his 

skill as a harp player became sought for as a healing balm 

for the sick king. King Saul sent a messenger to the house 

of Jesse in Bethlehem to fetch David and he became an 

armor-bearer in the service of King Saul. David was not the 

only harp player in the whole kingdom of Saul but in order 

that the purpose of God concerning his life may be 

fulfilled, he was singled out and called in to the service of 

the king. As David provided music therapy for the sick 

king, he also had opportunity to watch the king directing 

the affairs of the kingdom. He learned about the power and 

authority of king of Israel, the procedure of governing the 

kingdom and all the kingly protocols and obeisance. Was 

there any better way for a village shepherd boy to be 

trained in kingly wisdom?  
 
But David went and returned from Saul to feed his father’s 
sheep at Bethlehem. I Samuel 17:15  

 
He chose David also his servant, and took him from the 
sheepfolds: From following the ewes great with young he 
brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his 
inheritance. So he fed them according to the integrity of 
his heart; and guided them by the skillfulness of his 
hands. Psalm 78:70-72 
 

While in the service of King Saul, David still looked for 

time to feed his father's sheep.  He did not abandon his 

beginning. He was still actively living a diligent and a 

humble life. These animals trusted the shepherd; they 

looked up to him for directives.  A humble, hardworking 

and unassuming David was engaging in all these as a 
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shepherd boy religiously.  At the passage of time in his life 

after he became king in Israel he looked back and reflected 

upon the goodness of God 

 

Psalm 23 was the meditation of David’s experience 

concerning what God has been in his life and the divine 

assurance of what He would be.  In this Psalm, David was 

speaking from an authoritative point of view of a 

professional shepherd while he related the caring 

relationship of God in his life as what he used to be to his 

father’s animals in the shepherd field. He recognized the 

role of shepherd that Almighty God had filled in his life. 

The sheep have eyes, but because of its trust for the 

shepherd, he chooses to see with the eyes of the shepherd 

that sees better. As a sheep under the cover of the shepherd, 

he subjected himself to the authority and directives God. As 

a shepherd boy he knew where the green grazing grass was 

for the animals, and he always led the animals of his father 

there everyday. This was the basis of his trust in the Lord 

that as long as the Lord is his shepherd, he shall not want. 

He would not lack any deserving blessings that are meant 

for the sheep of Almighty God. Do you wonder why he was 

so sure of this? The closer you are to someone in a 

relationship the more knowledge of the person you possess. 

Having walked with God in the faithfulness of heart, David 

knew that “the earth is the Lord and the fullness thereof; 

the world, and they that dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1) He 

was tapping from the divine wisdom that was revealed in 

Deuteronomy 10:14 that says, “Behold, the heaven and the 

heaven of heavens is the Lord’s thy God, the earth also, 

with all that therein is.” David trusted in this divine 

information before he declared a win-win scenario upon his 

life and boldly said, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 
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want.” He knew that God is at the back of every need that 

is successfully met in our lives. It is not the fruit of our 

labor that meet those needs. It is not what you plant that 

feeds you, God is behind those hundred folds you have in 

your endeavors. It is not your money and the service of 

good doctor you can procure that gives you a good health, 

God is the one ministering healing to each cell of your 

body. 

 

David was still rapped up in the meditation of his 

shepherd experience and continued, “He maketh me lie 

down in the green pastures; he leadeth me beside the still 

waters.” One of the problems of man is we do not know 

when it is enough. We always assume that we can go a step 

more even when a rest is obviously needed. In fact some 

believe that the only time that man can rest is when he is 

dead. But the shepherd understands that the sheep need to 

rest. The ideal place of rest for the animal, in point of view 

of a shepherd, is beside the still water, where the coolness 

of the water will be refreshing the animals. The Lord has a 

better and thoughtful place of rest for your soul where His 

peace that passes all understanding will be your portion. 

And that is in the comfort of His presence. That rest begins 

when you establish a relationship with Him. The divine 

peace you now found with the Lord also leads to the 

restoration of your soul. The peace that has eluded man 

since Adam and Eve blew it in the Garden of Eden, when 

you encounter the Lord in the path way of your life as Paul 

encountered Jesus Christ on his way to Damascus, He 

would restore you. And because of his Holy name, He will 

straighten your crooked life in His righteousness. 
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                 CHAPTER 

David: Faithfulness In God 
 

 

The enemy drew a battle line. The Philistines arrayed in 

battle against the Israelites in the Valley of Elah. Goliath, a 

12.04 feet tall1 giant, a proven and renowned warrior, 

arrayed in war robe, came out as a champion of the 

Philistines and challenged the Israelites in battle. “And he 

stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, and said unto 

them, Why are ye come out to set your battle in array? Am 

not I a Philistine, and ye servants of Saul? Choose you a 

man for you, and let him come down to me. If he be able to 

fight with me, and to kill me, then will we be your servants: 

but if I prevail against him, and kill him, then shall ye be 

our servants, and serve us. And the Philistine said, I defy 

the armies of Israel this day; give me a man, that we may 

fight together.” (I Samuel 17:8-10)  

 

Problems have so many scary names. It was called 

‘great mountain’ in the life of Zerubabbel, until Prophet 

Zachariah declared prophetically against the situation 

saying, “Who are you, O great mountain? Before 

Zerubbabel you shall become a plain!”  The name of the 

problem of the host of Israel at the valley of Elah was 

2 
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‘Goliath.’ Typical of all problems, they are challenging, 

overwhelming, threatening, terrorizing and harassing. The 

same was the effect of the presence of Goliath upon the 

Israel at valley of Elah. The first step in solving any 

problem is to prophetically change its name and redefine its 

nature to a solvable problem. It takes faith in the Lord and 

the wealth of the knowledge of the word of God couple 

with good relationship with God to change the name of 

problem to solution. Moses declared prophetically to the 

situation of the Israelites at the Red Sea, and said to his 

people, “Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, 

which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians 

whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 

The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your 

peace.” (Exodus 14:13-14) And it was so. But the Israelites 

at the valley of Elah had relationship with God, had 

knowledge of the great deed of God but they lacked faith in 

the Lord. They only focused on problem. That was why 

they only beheld the problems instead of God of solution. 

  

The camp of Israel was perplexed and was in state of 

quandary because of the forty-day harassment of Goliath.  I 

have selected these words to describe the situation of 

Israelites at this time because they were indeed confused 

and they did not understand their portion in the presence of 

God.  They did not realize who they were.  God did not put 

them in the darkness over this.  He had proved Himself to 

the Israelites several times - as a pillar of cloud that gave 

light to Israelites in the darkness so that the evil hands of 

the Egyptians will not be able to reach them.  In the Red 

Sea He parted the way for them to safety and destroyed 
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their enemy.  Manna fell from heaven for the chosen 

generation in their forty years journey in wilderness. They 

did not sow but they reaped abundance of God’s provision 

in the wilderness.  God made the spring of water to flow 

from the rock to quench the thirst of the elect of in the 

desert of Meriba.  Quails besieged their camp when they 

were in need of meat in the wilderness.  The wall of Jericho 

fell like a house of cards in victory for the Israelites when 

they were praising the Lord. But at this moment of the 

harassment of Goliath they all forgot those miracles.  I can 

imagine King Saul calling the meeting of his generals to 

discuss how to confront the overwhelming harassment of 

Goliath: whether to approach the matter diplomatically, 

whether to give something to appease the giant.  They have 

forgotten that they have power at their fingertips. They did 

not know that the presence of God they possessed is more 

than the nuclear technology -- the confidence of world 

powers of this age -- to face any battle in their lives and 

conquer the harassing enemy.  They failed to see the 

situation from the point of view of God.  They did not 

know that the host of heaven was on their side. 

 

Even if King Saul and his officers were deluded of 

history of the mightiness of God in Israel, must the entire 

army of Israelites be swallowed in fear of the giant and 

totally forgot about the Living God who was always there 

for them from generation to generation? There is something 

unique that God wanted to reveal to us here. God was about 

to lift someone up in a spectacular way. Imagine why the 

whole nation of Israel at this particular time forgot to seek 

the face of God except only one person. Have you ever 
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thought that, assuming the king and his officers have solved 

this national problem who would have ever reckoned with 

the unknown village shepherd boy from Bethlehem as an 

important personality in Israel? God has a unique way of 

lifting up His servants. The enablement anointing of God 

upon David empowered him to accomplish a spectacular 

feat in the presence of the whole Israelites so that he may 

become a force to reckon with, that people may know that 

he had been sent from God.  

 

God revealed His name, “I AM THAT I AM” to Moses 

before the Israelites accepted him as their leaders. God also 

made Joshua to lead the Israelites through Jordan on a dry 

land when they were about to possess the Promised Land in 

order to confirm his leadership, that the people might 

accept Joshua as their leader the way they accepted Moses. 

“And the Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to 

exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, 

as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.” (Joshua 3:7) 

God did the same for Saul so that he could be accepted as 

king in Israel. After Saul son of Kish has been anointed as 

the king of Israel, Nahash the king of Ammonite drew a 

battle line against Jabesh Gilead, a town in Israel. The 

elders of the town proposed a peace treaty with Nahash but 

the evil king offered a counter proposal that the peace 

treaty will only be accepted if the elders of the Israelites 

would pluck out their right eyes, as a reproach upon them. 

The people were down cast and wept. The Spirit of God 

came upon Saul and empowered him to deliver the citizens 

of Jabesh Gilead. The people were elated with the victory 

and they said to Samuel, “Who is he who said, ‘Shall Saul 
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reign over us?’ Bring the men, that we may put them to 

death.” (I Samuel 11:12) God exalted him and confirmed 

his leadership among the Israelites through the great victory 

over Nahash the king of Ammonite before he was crowned 

as the king. In the same way God commissioned David by 

anointing, confirmed him by spectacular military victory 

before he was finally presented to the Israelites as the 

crowned king and the entire Israelites wholeheartedly 

accepted him as their king. 

 

Then David said to Saul, “Let not man’s heart fail 
because of him; your servant will go and fight with 
this Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “you are not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight with; for you 
are a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. But 
David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his 
father’s sheep, and when a lion or a bear came an 
took a lamb out of the flock, I went out after it and 
struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and 
when it arose against me, I caught it by its beard, and 
struck and kill it. Your servant has killed both lion 
and bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be 
like one of them, seeing he has defied the armies of 
the Living God. The Lord who delivered me from the 
paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will 
deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”  
(I Samuel 17:32-37) 
 

Goliath was a great warrior but not in anyway 

comparable in strength with the least of the anointed 

servant of God. Being a village shepherd boy, David might 
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not have known the history of the mightiness of God in 

Israel, but the unction of God upon him made him 

remember how God delivered him when the lions and the 

bears attacked the flock in the shepherd field in 

Bethlehem.  He fought against the lion and the bear and he 

prevailed. He was able to deliver the lamb from the mouth 

of the lion. This was the testimony of divine ability that the 

anointing of Holy Spirit upon him empowered him to 

accomplish. Without test there can be no testimony. His 

experience with lion and bear in the shepherd field 

prepared him for the moment of testimony before Saul. 

Testimony of greatness of God in the life of His children  

always paves way to showcase them for the glory of God. 

Without the testimony of David’s divine ability, Saul 

would not have permitted him to step into the Valley of 

Elah. The testimony provided an indication that the hand of 

the Lord was upon David, and he received the blessing of 

Saul to face Goliath in the valley of war. Testimony is the 

launching pad for the children of God upon which they leap 

unto victory in the wing of faith. Also testimony is a bridge 

builder. It builds bridge of faith over the problems and 

mountains of our life. It points someone in problem to look 

unto God instead of his personal problem and help him to 

seek the face of the Lord for divine solution to the problem.  

 

This was the basis of the faithfulness of David in God. 

Examine your life brethren.  There must be a basis upon 

which you can safely trust Almighty God that those 

threatening mountains in your lives would be moved and 

shifted into the sea.  The little basis of faithfulness is the 

mustard seed size of faithfulness that God requires of you. 
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This little basis of faithfulness is the launching pad you 

need in order to leap from the region of despair to the 

region of hope for the manifestation of the promise of God 

in your life in the day of trouble. The Bible says “without 

faith it is impossible to please God . . .”  (Hebrew 11:6)  

David, the village shepherd boy came out to please God 

with his own mustard seed size of faith.  David, a baby in 

the midst of the perplexed people of God, stepped into the 

valley of the shadow of death, yet he feared no evil. David 

did not trust in his own ability but he came out in the name 

of God against the Philistine: first of all in the presence of 

King Saul and secondly in his direct confrontation with 

Goliath.  

 
Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me 
with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I 
come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 
This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand, and I 
will strike you and take your head from you. And this 
day I will give the carcasses of the camp of the 
Philistines to the birds of the air and the wild beasts 
of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is 
a God in Israel. Then all this assembly shall know 
that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for 
the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into our 
hands.” (I Samuel 17:45-47) 

 
I grew up on the farm in Nigeria.  I had a sling 

(catapult) that I used to hunt birds and squirrels in those 

days.  I know that no matter how good a sling may be, 
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when it is swung, the stone cannot travel at the speed of a 

bullet fired from a gun.  It is amazing, anytime I think 

about the victory of David against Goliath. I believe that it 

must have taken a stone fired from a sling, propelled by the 

heavenly host to penetrate in to the skull of a renowned 

giant-warrior like Goliath.  The stone defied the protective 

shield of the helmet of brass. The tough skin and the stone-

hard skull-bones of the giant could not resist the thrusting 

force of the stone from penetrating.  Evidently, it was not 

the stone that killed the giant; it was the faith of David in 

God of Israel that spurred the host of heaven into action 

and piloted the stone with a powerfully driven thrust into 

the skull of the heathen giant.  

 

Strength does not make a tiny man to become a giant 

killer; it is wisdom of the word God. The fear of God is the 

beginning of wisdom. The wisdom that is embedded in the 

understanding of the word of God reveals that all blessing 

flow from God. A tiny giant-killer has connection with the 

divine source and he taps into power from above for divine 

strength. That was why David said to Goliath, “And all this 

assembly shall know that the Lord saveth not with sword 

and spear; the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into 

our hands.” (I Samuel 17:47)  

 

In the day of despair, there is a sure and certain refuge; 

it is under the shadow of Almighty God. Our justification 

through faith, which is the end product of salvation, will 

secure a dwelling place for us in the most secret place of 

Almighty God, but our daily living in righteousness will 

keep us there. When the giant of our lives is raging, 
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harassing and terrorizing us, remember to run into the sure 

refuge, and exercise unwavering faith in the Lord, trusting 

Him that He is in control. God will faithfully fulfill His 

promises of deliverance and grant us triumph over the 

enemy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THE VALLEY OF ELAH 
 
In the Valley of Elah enemy drew a battle line 
Light on one side and Darkness on the other 
Forty days of harassment and humiliation of the evil giant  
Anxiety and fear was in the camp of Light 
’Cause Light forgot the mightiness of the Almighty God 
Laughter and jesting was in the camp of Darkness 
As Darkness relish the ignorance of the Light 
The winner of the battle would take all 
 
Someone from the Light stepped into the battle line 
The way he entered the valley determined his victory 
He was poor in flesh, but very rich in Spirit 
Was weak in strength of war but strong in wisdom of word 
Trusted not in self but wholly trusted in God 
In the name of the Lord, he entered the valley of Elah 
The Darkness crashed at the emergence of Light 
’Cause darkness cannot stand the strength of Light 
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At the Valley of Elah of your life 
The way you enter will determine your victory  
Remember the hand that delivered in Goshen 
Remember the rod that divided the Red Sea 
Remember the Rock that quenched the thirst in Meriba 
Enter your Valley in the name of the Lord 
Go after the giant in the name of the Lord 
As victory was David's, victory will be yours  
                                            

- Michael A. Eleyinafe 
-  
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                    CHAPTER 

David: An Upright Shepherd 

in a Wicked World 
 

 

Goliath was dead and anxiety was over. The victory of 

David over Goliath brought tremendous joy and happiness 

to the Israelites. The shame and reproaches have been 

removed among the Israelites. The women came out of all 

the cities of Israel en-masse, singing and dancing to express 

their happiness concerning the victory. They answered one 

another in their songs saying: "Saul hath slain his 

thousands, and David his ten thousands." (I Samuel 18:7-9) 

The joyful moment was short-lived for David because his 

fame among the Israelites provoked Saul to jealousy. Saul 

became envious of David because the women ascribed ten 

thousands unto David but only one thousand was ascribed 

to him. The fame of David became a threat to the throne of 

Saul. Saul asked in a rage, “What more can he (David) get 

but the kingdom?” We wonder and ask: Was jealousy the 

flimsy reason why Saul wanted to kill David? It was more 

than this. Saul was sorely afraid of David because he knew 

that the Lord was with him. “And Saul was afraid of David, 

because the Lord was with him,” (I Samuel 18:12) There is 

one phrase that describes the character of David in this 

episode that we must not lose sight of – “He behaved 

himself wisely.” In verses 5, 14, 15, 30 of I Samuel chapter 

18 you will find this phrase. The interpretation of this 

3 
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phrase could be that David allowed the counsel of God to 

rule his life in the face of tribulation. It could mean that he 

upheld righteousness against the wickedness of Saul. On 

the other hand, it could be that he humbled himself before 

the anointed king of Israel his master. When King Saul 

threw javelin to David twice with intention to kill him, 

David avoided the presence of the king in the two 

occasions. He behaved himself wisely and never attempted 

to stage revenge against Saul. When King Saul removed 

David as the captain of guard of king’s garrison to a distant 

army camp to be the captain over a thousand, David 

behaved himself wisely. When King Saul broke the 

covenant of giving his elder daughter, Merab, to be David’s 

wife as a prize of killing Goliath and instead gave her to 

Adriel the Meholathite, David behaved himself wisely. 

News came to King Saul that Michal, his second daughter, 

was in love with David. Saul was delighted in it because he 

thought that he now had a perfect way of trapping David to 

his untimely death. In an evil scheme of death against 

David that the Philistines would kill him, Saul demanded 

100 foreskins of Philistines from David as a bride price of 

marrying Michal the daughter of Saul. David behaved 

himself wisely; he paid double the bride price. He killed 

two hundred of Philistines in a war and brought their 

foreskins to King Saul as a bride price. David never staged 

a covert sabotage operation against the kingdom of Saul. 

He was upright and faithful in the service of the king as a 

captain over a thousand. From time to time, he warred 

against the Philistines and prevailed over them, thereby 

giving credit to the kingdom of Saul. Instead of  

appreciation, the anger and hatred of Saul ensued against 

David but as usual, he behaved himself wisely. Whatever 
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may be our own interpretation of this phrase, let us learn 

that we are to behave ourselves wisely in any situation we 

find our self as long as we know that God is in that 

situation with us. From that moment onward, Saul launched 

a full-scale war against his supposedly enemy and he was 

determined to kill David at all costs.  David fled for his life.  

 

David started hiding himself from King Saul. He ran 

into the cave of Adullam. King Saul was so angry that he 

ordered the death of 85 priests of the Lord, Ahimelech the 

son of Ahitub and his household (I Samuel 22:18) because 

the king assumed that the priests conspired with David 

against him. David shifted to the wilderness of Ziph (I 

Samuel 23:14) He changed his hiding place to the 

wilderness of Maon. King Saul and his men encompassed 

David in the wilderness of Maon. Meanwhile, a messenger 

came to tell Saul that the Philistines have invaded the land 

of Israel. He then left the ambush to turn against the 

Philistines in battle. (I Samuel 23:27) To this end, let ask 

ourselves; “Why was David fleeing from Saul? David did 

not commit a felonious crime against the kingdom of Saul. 

David had been anointed to be the Shepherd of Israelites. 

He cherished and honored his calling. He wanted to 

channel his power and ability to bring forth peace and 

prosperity upon the people. David was avoiding destruction 

of lives that the headlong battle between him and King Saul 

would bring.” Of course, the hand of the Lord was with 

David for the purpose of peace and prosperity of the people 

but not against the destruction of the Israelites. David was 

avoiding confrontation with his master, King Saul. As he 

did not want to kill the anointed of God, he also wanted the 
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purposes of his anointing to be manifested for the glory of 

God.  

 

The Bible tells us that, “The wisdom of this world is 

foolishness with God.” (I Corinthians 3:19) When Jesus 

Christ was admonishing us, ‘resist not evil: but whosoever 

shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other 

also,’ sounded foolish in the understanding of man but He 

was advising us not to focus our attention on crisis by 

following the old ways of ‘an eye for an eye.’ When He 

said, “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 

good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 

despitefully use you and persecute you,’ He was, in other 

words, telling you to behave yourself wisely in the period 

of trials and tribulations and allow the heavenly force to 

intervene on your behalf. Behaving oneself wisely entails 

subjecting our ways and thoughts to divine control. It 

includes humility that takes its root from the wisdom of the 

word of God. It includes looking at the world around us 

from the perspective of God and finally, it includes living a 

righteous life in words and in deed among the wicked 

generation. Focusing on trials and tribulations instead of 

looking unto Jesus Christ will defocus the anointing of the 

Holy Spirit that would have led a man of God to his 

destination.  

 

 
And the men of David said unto him, Behold the day of 
which the LORD said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine 
enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it 
shall seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off 
the skirt of Saul's robe privily. And it came to pass 



David: An Upright Shepherd 

In a Wicked World 

 - 23 - 

afterward, that David's heart smote him, because he had 
cut off Saul's skirt. And he said unto his men, The LORD 
forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the 
LORD'S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, 
seeing he is the anointed of the LORD. So David stayed 
his servants with these words, and suffered them not to 
rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the cave, and 
went on his way. David also arose afterward, and went out 
of the cave, and cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king. 
And when Saul looked behind him, David stooped with his 
face to the earth, and bowed himself. And David said to 
Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men's words, saying, 
Behold, David seeketh thy hurt? Behold, this day thine 
eyes have seen how that the LORD had delivered thee to 
day into mine hand in the cave: and some bade me kill 
thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will not put 
forth mine hand against my lord; for he is the LORD'S 
anointed. Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of 
thy robe in my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy 
robe, and killed thee not, know thou and see that there is 
neither evil nor transgression in mine hand, and I have not 
sinned against thee; yet thou huntest my soul to take it. I 
Samuel 24:4-11  

 

Then said Abishai to David, God hath delivered thine 
enemy into thine hand this day: now therefore let me 
smite him, I pray thee, with the spear even to the earth at 
once, and I will not smite him the second time. And David 
said to Abishai, Destroy him not: for who can stretch forth 
his hand against the LORD'S anointed, and be guiltless? 
David said furthermore, As the LORD liveth, the LORD 
shall smite him; or his day shall come to die; or he shall 
descend into battle, and perish. The LORD forbid that I 
should stretch forth mine hand against the LORD'S 
anointed: but, I pray thee, take thou now the spear that is 
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at his bolster, and the cruse of water, and let us go. So 
David took the spear and the cruse of water from Saul's 
bolster; and they gat them away, and no man saw it, nor 
knew it, neither awaked: for they were all asleep; because 
a deep sleep from the LORD was fallen upon them. I 
Samuel 26:8-12 

 

King Saul continued his desperate pursuit against David 

with his 3000 chosen men. David again ran to the cave of 

Engedi. God delivered Saul in to the hands of David while 

the king and his men were sleeping. David did not kill Saul; 

instead, he cut the skirt of the king. He also refrained his 

men from fighting against the camp of Saul. He said, "the 

Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the 

Lord’s anointed." The following day, at a safe distance, 

David humbly revealed unto King Saul how the Lord 

delivered him to his hand but he chose to spare the anointed 

King of Israel. (I Samuel 24:4-11) The fear of God and 

righteous expression of David made King Saul wept and 

confessed his sinfulness. But the repentance of King Saul 

was short-lived. With 3000 chosen men he again pursued 

David to the hill of Hachilah before Jeshimon. In the night 

when Saul and his men were sleeping, God again delivered 

Saul into the hand of David. (I Samuel 26:8-12) Abishai, 

one of the men of David, offered to kill his certified enemy, 

but David objected. He said, "Who can stretch forth his 

hand against the Lord’s anointed and be guiltless?" He 

only took Saul’s spear and his cruse of water. Again, at a 

safe distance David humbly revealed to Saul how God 

delivered him into his hand but chose to spare the life of the 

King. He showed the king his spear and the cruse of water 

he had taken while Saul was sleeping. 
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We have deliberately listed out all the hiding places of 

David and the desperate pursuit of King Saul in order to 

explain the patience and righteousness of David. It is not 

only when a person in a position of authority that can 

apportion punishment against the wicked and reward for 

righteous that determines how upright in mind he is. At the 

crossroad in the life of a Christian, at that moment when we 

have to take a difficult decision within a split second, when 

we ask ourselves, “If Jesus Christ was at this crossroad, 

what would He do?” And based on the righteous response 

we get from the word of God, we are able to take a 

righteous decision, from the point of view of God; it is then 

that we say that the individual is fair in his judgment. What 

constitutes integrity of heart and uprightness of mind is 

when a child of God is walking according to the precepts of 

the word of God. 

 

Have you wondered why God delivered Saul into the 

hand of David twice? What else did David needed to 

become the king of Israel than to knock off Saul and take 

his crown? God tested the patience of David. He tested his 

appetite for revenge, but God found forgiveness. He found 

the fear of the Lord. He found righteousness and humility. 

David understood the function of a shepherd. A shepherd 

protects the sheep against the intruders and the enemies. 

God prepared David from being a shepherd of the sheep to 

become the Shepherd of the household of Israel. “. . . I took 

you from the pasture and from following the flock to be the 

ruler over my people Israel.” (II Samuel 7:8)  David, as 

one of the armor bearers of King Saul, recognized his duty 

of loyalty and protection to the king. The fear of God in the 
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life of David blended with humility to produce the fruit of 

righteousness.  In the principle of righteousness, David 

knew that only the righteous God who ordained a spiritual 

shepherd possess the sole authority to judge the wickedness 

of an anointed king. He also knew that whoever destroys 

others to get to the top will have destruction waiting him at 

the pinnacle of his life. During the moments of trials and 

tribulations in the life of David, he endeavored to leave a 

legacy worthy of emulation – nobility emanates from 

integrity of heart and a sincere love is a devastating weapon 

against wickedness. David completely submitted himself to 

the highest authority and waited for the appointed time of 

God for vindication and righteous judgment. This is a 

challenge for every one of us; we must learn how to operate 

within criteria of God’s wisdom and precepts and also 

according to His time zone. Jesus Christ, in his sermon on 

the mount, admonished us: “But I say unto you, Love your 

enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that 

hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and 

persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father 

which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil 

and on the good and sendeth rain on the just and on the 

unjust.” (Matthew 5:44-45)  
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                  CHAPTER 

David: From Valley 

         To Victory 
 

 

The Amalekites had their day of victory in their 

preemptive raid against Israelites. They invaded Ziglag, a 

city of Judah, and took some of the Israelites captive 

including the two wives of David, Ahinoam and Abigail, 

and his children. The Israelites reaped the consequences of 

Saul’s failure to utterly destroy the Amalekites. (I Samuel 

15) David was not around when the enemy struck. David 

was not at fault because he was running from one place to 

the other, away from Saul who had vowed to kill him at all 

cost. The people of Israel were so devastated with grief and 

anger. They grieved because of the disaster and their loss. 

They were angry because the leader whom they counted on 

was not around to provide the needed security and at the 

same time dislodge the aggression of the Amalekites. They 

were even speaking of stoning David. The uncountable 

victories that David brought to the Israelites had been 

forgotten. The other aspect of man that quickly forgets the 

good work of an individual when mishap occurs, ruled in 

the behavior of the Israelites. To the people the tale of the 

old victories of David were like when one is wearing the 

same old clothes. No one cared to parade the old victories 

of Israelites.  Rather, they wanted to be under a secured and 
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peaceful environment of today that they thought their 

leaders should have provided.  

 

David was equally devastated and distressed. However, 

it was not necessarily because of the loss of his two wives 

and his children to the Amalekites. Rather, he looked at the 

situation as a failure of his shepherdhood duties that God 

placed in his hand as the anointed king of the Israelites. 

However, he applied the following uncommon principles of 

the wisdom of God to solve the Ziglag problems. He did 

not pretend that all is well when there was a fire on the 

mountain, he wept bitterly. He did not bottle up his 

emotions, but at the same time, he did not build a tent in the 

valley of his life. Building a tent in and residing in the 

valley of your life will inhibit you from moving to the 

region of victory. He did not live in sorrowful memorial. 

Remembering the anniversary of the date your loved one 

passed away, or continuous depression over a business loss 

you incurred or any disasters you have gone through in life 

is a broken spoke in the wheel of progress of your life. 

David did not allow his anger to rule over his sense of 

reasoning. He did not make a harsh and unreasonable 

decision nor did he allow this disaster to ruin his spiritual 

relationship with God. In an unpleasant situation like this, 

one may be tempted to blame God and ask, “Why did you 

allow this to happen?” Instead, he did what the average 

man would not think of doing. He encouraged himself in 

the Lord. Perhaps he was praising God for the catalogues of 

good things He has done in his life. Perhaps he ascertained 

that whatever might have been the case, God was in 

control. Perhaps you are wondering whether this is not the 
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right time to praise God. One of the sure indications of 

maturity in a Christian life is when he can look beyond his 

unpleasant situation and endeavor to praise God the more 

in the valley of his life. 

 
Then David said to Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, 
“Please bring the ephod here to me. And Abiathar brought 
the ephod to David. So David inquired of the Lord, saying, 
“Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?” And He 
answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them 
and without fail recover all.” I Samuel 30:7-8 

 

Let us reflect in the wisdom of David. In the fiercer 

battle of his life, God gave him victory when victory 

seemed to be impossible. He also knew that nothing 

happened without the knowledge of God and nothing is 

hidden from Him. He did not blame God for not being 

vigilant. Do you always ask Jesus Christ what he has to say 

about your situation before you take a harsh and rash 

decision?  

 

One of the principles to apply when one is encountering 

an unpleasant situation is to ensure that your sorrow and 

anguish does not affect your relationship with God. If you 

are angry with God in your sorrow you are blocking the 

avenue to your comfort and consolation and as a result you 

will not be able to pray to Him to rescue in your affliction. 

It is when you have a relationship with God that you can 

bring your petition before Him and ask for His divine 

intervention in your situation.  
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The next step in the victory principle is to ask God what 

He has to say about your problem. David commanded the 

priest to bring forth the ephod. He enquired of the Lord 

whether to purse the enemies. Invariably, he was asking 

God what He has to say about the situation. The same way 

it is expected of Christians to seek the face of God in their 

distresses. God did not leave David in darkness in his dark 

hour. God directed him to purse the enemies and He also 

assured him that he would overtaken them and recovered 

all they have taken away.  

 

The next principle is to trust God in His word and with 

faith follow His instructions obediently. Without faith it is 

impossible to please God. (Hebrew 11:6) With diligence in 

faith and wholehearted trust in the Lord David immediately 

acted on the instruction of God and commanded his men to 

put on the armor of war and purse the enemies.  

 

The last principle is that you should not withhold the 

heart of compassion towards an enemy. As David and his 

company were pursuing the Amalekites, a dying enemy 

was found in the battlefield and brought to David. The man 

was a young Egyptian and a servant of an Amalekite. He 

fell sick and his master abandoned him in the battlefield. 

Under normal circumstances, in a revengeful pursuit like 

this, a dying enemy would not be treated with any kindness. 

However, David showed kindness unto this sick servant. 

David did not order him to be killed in revenge as he was 

one of the Amalekites that devastated Israel and took his 

people captive. He ordered him to be fed and cared for.  

The company of David gave him bread and water. They 
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gave him cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. Deep 

sorrow and afflictions of David did not blind his eyes of 

kindness. 

 

In the upward pathway to greatness in the life of man, 

there is always a test of righteousness. There is always an 

opportunity to make difference in the life of a man of no 

importance, to do what we sometimes describe as an 

‘immaterial’ good deed to a less fortunate person, to lift 

him up from the miry situation  that will eventually make a 

difference in your mission. When God assured David that 

he would overtake the enemies and recover all the Israelites 

that have been taken into captives, He did not direct the 

battle plan. Howbeit, God put the victory key of the 

intended war on the pathway of David. The battle plan of 

God was the sick man abandoned in the battle field by the 

Amalekites. The key to the victory of David was the 

righteousness of heart and the act of kindness he showed to 

the abandoned servant of Amalekites. When the deft touch 

of good care brought a healthy recovery to the young 

Egyptian, he made a pact of peace with David and led him 

and his men against the company of the Amalekites. David 

smote them from twilight to the evening and he rescued all 

the Israelites that had been taken into captive as well as his 

two wives and children. He also recovered all the plunders 

of Amalekites.   

 

Revenge or retaliation does not always possess a hurtful 

impact upon an enemy because revenge is an expected 

response and the enemy is prepared for it. That is why Paul 

in his epistle to the Romans says, “Dearly beloved, avenge 
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not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 

written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 

Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; it he thirst, give 

him drink; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on 

his head.” (Romans 12:19-20) Some people do misinterpret 

this passage at times. Our enemy is not flesh and blood. 

(Ephesians 6:12) The enemy is the wicked spirit that is 

instigating their wicked acts against us. The unexpected act 

of kindness you do to an enemy is like you ambush the 

wicked spirit in him and the spiritual impact of this is 

heavy upon the enemy. When your enemy is down and 

helpless, do not decapitate his head. Instead, it is time to do 

uncommon act of kindness to him. It is an open opportunity 

to tame the (‘house of clay’ -- the flesh and blood) that is 

harboring the wicked spirit with righteousness, overwhelm 

him with unexpected love, and leave him with no choice 

than to become the enemy to the wicked spirit that reside in 

him. When there is conflict of interest between the landlord 

and the evil tenant, of course the tenant gets out. In the 

same manner the wicked spirit in him will become 

frustrated and depart from him, and then a change of heart 

will take place in the person. That is how God change the 

hearts of our enemies to become our friends. But our 

righteous ways must first of all please God. “When a man’s 

ways please the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be at 

peace with him.” (Proverbs 16:7) 
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                 CHAPTER 

David: A Covenant 

Keeping Shepherd 
 

 

A covenant is an agreement between two or more 

people. In legal terminology, it is known as a contract. If 

the agreement is between two or more communities or 

states, it is called a treaty. The moment people enter into 

contract with each other; the contract, agreement or treaty 

is binding on both sides until all aspects of the agreement 

are fulfilled. Another thing you must know about an 

agreement or a contract is that when two agree over 

anything, there is an unseen witness. The witness 

determines the nature of the agreement. If God is the 

witness, there is a righteous covenant but if Satan is the 

unseen witness, then an evil covenant exists. Once a 

covenant is birthed, it exists from then on and it establishes 

a relationship between the two parties and the witness. God 

watches over our covenants because He is a witness to it. 

God is a covenant keeper and He expects us to keep 

righteous covenants.   

 

Everyone likes it when we are told that we look much 

like our father in outlook and character especially when the 

father is good person. God will never make a covenant that 

He will not keep. He began a covenant with Abraham by a 

5 
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prophecy before he had any child, “And he said unto 

Abram, know of a surety that thy seed shall be stranger in a 

land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall 

afflict them four hundred years; and also that nation, whom 

they shall serve will I judge; and afterward shall they come 

out with great substance.” (Genesis 15:13-14)  In the same 

day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “Unto 

thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto 

the great river, the Euphrates; The Kenites, and the 

Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites, and the Hittites, and the 

Perizzites, and the Rephaims, and the Amorites, and the 

Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.” 

(Genesis 15:18-21)  

 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared 
to Abram and said to him, "I am Almighty God; walk 
before Me and be blameless. And I will make My covenant 
between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly." 
Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, 
saying: "As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and 
you shall be a father of many nations. No longer shall your 
name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; 
for I have made you a father of many nations. I will make 
you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, 
and kings shall come from you. And I will establish My 
covenant between Me and you and your descendants after 
you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and your descendants after you. Also I give to 
you and your descendants after you the land in which you 
are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting 



David: A Covenant 

Keeping Shepherd 

 - 35 - 

possession; and I will be their God." And God said to 
Abraham: "As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you 
and your descendants after you throughout their 
generations. This is My covenant which you shall keep, 
between Me and you and your descendants after you: 
Every male child among you shall be circumcised; and 
you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, 
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between Me and you. 
He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised, 
every male child in your generations, he who is born in 
your house or bought with money from any foreigner who 
is not your descendant. He who is born in your house and 
he who is bought with your money must be circumcised, 
and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting 
covenant. And the uncircumcised male child, who is not 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall 
be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant." 
Then God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you 
shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 
And I will bless her and also give you a son by her; then I 
will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings 
of peoples shall be from her."  Genesis 17:1-16  

 

When Abram was ninety years old, God stated all the 

terms of the covenant. The first thing that God demanded 

from Abraham was integrity of heart and righteousness. He 

said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me and be 

blameless.  I will confirm my covenant between me and you 

and will greatly increase your numbers.” God changed 

Abram’s name and his wife’s name and He revealed the 

blessing attached to it. He also demanded that Abraham and 

his descendants uphold the covenant. “As for you, you must 

keep my covenant, you and your descendants for 
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generation to come.” God clearly stated Abraham’s parts 

of the covenant – He requested him and all male children of 

his household to be circumcised as a token of the covenant. 

Abraham circumcised his household. The covenant was 

sealed with an oath sworn by God. (Genesis 22:15-18) 

David is one of the descendants of Abraham and can be 

singled out as an example of a covenant keeper. 

 
Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he 
loved him as his own soul. And Jonathan took off the robe 
that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even 
to his sword and his bow and his belt. (I Samuel 18:3-4)  

 
Then Jonathan said to David: "The Lord God of Israel is 
witness! When I have sounded out my father sometime 
tomorrow, or the third day, and indeed there is good 
toward David, and I do not send to you and tell you, may 
the Lord do so and much more to Jonathan. But if it 
pleases my father to do you evil, then I will report it to you 
and send you away, that you may go in safety. And the 
Lord be with you as He has been with my father. And you 
shall not only show me the kindness of the Lord while I 
still live, that I may not die; but you shall not cut off your 
kindness from my house forever, no, not when the Lord 
has cut off every one of the enemies of David from the 
face of the earth." So Jonathan made a covenant with the 
house of David, saying, "Let the Lord require it at the hand 
of David's enemies." Now Jonathan again caused David to 
vow, because he loved him; for he loved him as he loved 
his own soul. (I Samuel 20:12-17)  

 

We always cherish the bond of love between Jonathan 

and David and talk of it as a standard of what love should 
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be but we hardly mention the covenant that their love 

birthed into existence. The covenant between David and 

Jonathan took its root from the loving relationship between 

them. The Bible reported, “Jonathan loved David as his 

own soul.” This love made Jonathan strip himself of his 

princely garment and armor and gave them to David. At 

that very moment, it was as if he relinquished the very 

crown that was rightly belonged to him as the son of King 

Saul unto David his friend. This term of the covenant 

clearly stated, “But show me unfailing kindness like that of 

the Lord as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, and 

do not ever cut off your kindness from my family – not even 

when the Lord has cut off every one of David’s enemies 

from the face of the earth.” (I Samuel 20:14-15) Both of 

them affirmed the covenant by swearing an oath and it 

became binding on them from then on. When Jonathan died 

the covenant between him and David lived on. And God 

kept vigil of their agreement. The popular parlance states, 

“Promise is a debt.” However, one can legally sidetrack the 

payment of a debt by going into liquidation. A covenant, on 

the other hand, cannot be sidetracked without sinning. An 

unfulfilled covenant is like a child abandoned by his or her 

biological parent. The fulfillment of your agreement and 

vow is an honor unto God. Jephthah made a vow to the 

Lord, "that if the Lord can give him victory over the 

children of Ammon, whatever come forth out of the door of 

his house when he returned from war will be offered to God 

as burnt offering." Even though the vow cost him his only 

child, painfully he honored his vow unto the Lord. (Judges 

11:30-31; 34-39)  
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David did not forget his covenant. He did not capitalize 

on the enmity between him and household of King Saul and 

dishonored the covenant he made with Jonathan, the son of 

Saul. He did not hide behind the death of his beloved friend 

Jonathan to dishonor his covenant. One important 

characteristics of a covenant that we must know by heart is 

that: covenant cries out aloud in the hearts of the parties 

involved like a mighty sonorous jingle bell reminding 

them: “Do not forget your obligations!” “Do not forget 

your obligations!!”  

 

Mephibosheth was the son of Jonathan. He was five 

years old when it was reported that King Saul and Jonathan 

his son had fallen in a battle. The household of Saul was in 

pandemonium and the palace became deserted. The nurse 

tried to protect Mephibosheth in order to preserve the royal 

lineage, but the little child fell and became crippled as they 

were fleeing. The crippled prince was silenced by fate and 

was since then living in the ghetto of Lo Debar.  Jonathan 

was dead but the covenant between him and David was 

crying aloud. King David did not forget. The anointed king 

said, “Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may 

shew the kindness of God unto him?” And Ziba the nurse 

of Mephibosheth said unto the king, “Jonathan hath yet a 

son, which is lame on his feet.” David did not cash in on 

the helplessness of Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan who 

was crippled on his feet and defrauded him of the 

obligations of the covenant. King David commanded that 

he should be brought to him. One can imagine how fear 

must have paralyzed the mind of Mephibosheth when the 

message of the king got to him. When he came to the king, 
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Mephibosheth asked, “What is your servant, that you 

should notice a dead dog like me?” The king said unto him, 

“Fear not: for I will surely shew thee kindness for 

Jonathan thy father’s sake, and will restore thee all the 

land of Saul thy father; and thou shalt eat bread at my table 

continually.” And he did. What the fate of disability denied 

Mephibosheth, covenant restored it. What the wickedness 

of the household of Saul robbed Mephibosheth, the 

covenant of kindness between Jonathan and David restored 

it and he ate at the royal table before King David.  

 

It goes beyond this. The same covenant overrode 

judgment of David and set Mephibosheth free from the 

judgment of the sin of the household of Saul. The case of 

the Gibeonites was quite interesting. They made a 

misrepresented covenant of peace with the Israelites and 

the elders of Israelites swore an oath in the name of God 

unto the Gibeonites, thereby validated the faulty covenant 

and they were allowed to dwell among the Israelites. 

During the reign of Saul, he ordered them to be killed in an 

evil zeal. For three consecutive years, there was famine 

when David became king in Israel. David inquired of the 

Lord, and the Lord answered, “It is for Saul, and for his 

bloody house because he slew the Gibeonites.” David 

asked the Gibeonites for atonement and they demanded that 

seven sons from the household of Saul be delivered unto 

them. David delivered the seven sons from the household 

of Saul to the Gibeonites in judgment but he spared 

Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan. “But the king spared 

Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, because 
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of the Lord’s oath that was between them, between David 

and Jonathan the son of Saul.” (II Samuel 21:7) 

 

Our salvation through Jesus Christ is similar. We were 

aliens to the covenant of Abraham before but the covenant 

of the blood of Jesus Christ incorporated us. We were once 

upon a time condemned sinners but the covenant of the 

blood is the reason for our justification. We were redeemed 

by the precious blood and the covenant made us joint heirs 

with our Lord Jesus Christ. Are you relating to Jesus 

loyally and in all honesty as you promised when you first 

met him at the Cross? The covenant is crying aloud 

reminding you not to forget your obligation of 

righteousness in your day-to-day walking with Him. He has 

fulfilled his part of the covenant. He left His glory in 

heaven to be a sacrificial Lamb of our salvation. He 

endured the Cross so that our salvation may endure forever. 

He called us to the banquet of His love so that we may have 

a part to play in the covenant of salvation. He died for us so 

that we may live forever. You are saved to serve. Please 

remember to live each day according to His commandment.  

 

Do you know that the covenant of righteousness, 

loyalty and honesty you made with your spouse is in the 

memory of Almighty God? Are you living each day 

according to the expectation of the covenant of love? Have 

you forgotten the unforced resolution you made before the 

Lord at the beginning of the year? The agreement you made 

with your business partner must not be frustrated because it 

was witnessed by the Heavenly Father. You have to honor 

those obligations according to your words. Examine 
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yourself in the mirror of God, beloved! Imagine how 

honored God will be if somebody tells you that you are a 

covenant keeper like your Father in Heaven? 

 

God keeps His covenants. He blessed Abraham with 

children and he delivered the Israelites from the hand of 

their taskmasters in the land of Goshen. He led them to the 

Promised Land. He kept His covenant of blessing the whole 

nations of the world through the seed of Abraham in the 

person of His only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Jephthah did 

not withhold his only child. He painfully honored his vows. 

David kept the covenant he made with Jonathan even when 

he could have chosen to dishonor it. Don’t abandon the 

covenant of which you were a party to its creation. Honor 

your vows and agreements. God will be honored in the 

process. 
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                CHAPTER 

David: An Icon of Praises 
 

 

We recall from an adage that says, “He who knows how 

to think will know how to thank.”  There is no way a man 

can see the reason why God should be praised and glorified 

in his life unless he has been divinely touched by the 

wisdom of God and possesses the ability of thinking of the 

goodness of God. The selfish and insatiable nature of man 

is always at war with his thought concerning what he wants 

to achieve and what he has accomplished. Unless we 

remember what we were in the past and compare it with the 

transformation of God we are now experiencing, it would 

be difficult to appreciate the greatness of God. No wonder 

the Hymnal says,  

 

“Count your many blessings; Name them one by one,  
It will surprise you what the Lord has done.” 

 

If you take a critical consideration of the work of 

creation and thoughtfully behold your surroundings, you 

will see the brilliant evidence of God’s greatness that will 

prompt you to praise Him. We wake up each day to see the 

sun rising from the east and setting in the west in the 

evening time. The light brightens the day and the night 

reminds us that it is time to sleep. The unfailing function of 
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the four seasons of the year reminds us of the faithfulness 

of God concerning His covenants and his promises.  

 

As of today, the population of the people on earth is 

well over six billion. Imagine the volume of oxygen that is 

sustaining us each day. Have you ever wondered where this 

precious refreshing air comes from? If the production of 

oxygen happens to be in the hand of man, imagine the high 

price tag that should have been placed on it. Of course it 

would not have been available for the poor ones who 

cannot afford the cost. But glory be to God, it is free of 

charge for you and me.  Imagine the insignificant ratio of 

medical doctors to the population of human beings in the 

world. Imagine the number of hospitals that are serving 

each nation and also the available medical personnel. Have 

you imagined the quantity of medicine/drug that our 

pharmaceutical laboratories could produce? Having all this 

at the back of our mind, it does not take a genius to 

conclude that it is not our wisdom in medical technological 

know-how that is keeping us healthy. God is at work each 

second in our lives to keep us alive, healthy and sustain us 

each day.   

 

Think of the food the population of the world consumes 

each day. Imagine the complexity of the wisdom that God 

gave to us individually in order that we may function 

independently. And yet our Father in Heaven is ready to 

deal with us on a one-on-one basis if we give Him a chance 

to relate with us. Think about the complexity of the 

government of each country, ranging from democracy, 
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totalitarianism, oligarchy, militarism, communism, etc… 

God is still ruling in the heart of the leaders, even in those 

countries where His existence is not recognized. “The 

king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; he directs it like a 

watercourse wherever he pleases.” (Proverbs 21:1) 

 

King David was an example of a grateful man on earth.  

He painted the Bible with bright colors of praises in the 

Book of Psalm that God gave him the grace to write.  From 

the very beginning of the life of David, he never lost track 

of the goodness of God.  The epitome of praise in the book 

was the evidence of the thoughtfulness of David.  The 

Bible says, “. . . out of the abundance of heart the mouth 

speaketh.  A good man out of the good treasure of the heart 

bringeth forth good things...” (Matthew 12:34-35) David 

meditated on the wisdom of the word of God and reflected 

the goodness of God in his own kingdom in terms of 

fairness and justice.  His meditation mirrored the way he 

lived his life humbly and honorably in the sight of God, in 

appreciation for His kindness. He applied everything that 

God had given him to praise Him. With his mouth, he 

praised the Lord in Psalm and with his harp, he played the 

strings in honor of God.  He danced in the presence of the 

Ark of Covenant and also sacrificed on the altar of God. 

 

David was never caught grumbling or murmuring, 

instead he praised God.  Early in the morning, praises were 

the garment he woke up with, and it was the comforting 

pillow he rested upon in the nighttime.  The spirit of praises 

in him led him to count his blessings in praising the Lord 

instead of nursing his failures.  He was an advocate of 
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praises.  He carved out a chorus of praises, “For His mercy 

endureth forever” in Psalm 136 to count all the remarkable 

victories that God had granted Israelites.   

 

• David was delivered from the lion and bear 

when he was a shepherd boy in Bethlehem. 
 

• He was the least in the family of Jesse, and God 

chose him and anointed him over and above his 

seven older brothers to be the king of Israel. 
 

• The spotlight of God was upon David. He was 

singled out as the best harp player in Israel, and 

the music from his harp healed the sickness of 

the king. This was the miraculous way God 

called David, a village boy, to the palace of 

King Saul to become an armor bearer so that he 

may undergo the kingly training he needed for 

purpose of his calling as the shepherd of the 

household of Israel may be fulfilled.  
 

• David entered the Valley of Elah without a 

weapon of war but in the name of God. He 

challenged the giant war general of the 

Philistines in a battle and miraculously, he killed 

Goliath there. It was like when an ant challenges 

an elephant in a duel. An ant cannot remove a 

hair from an elephant but in this unusual case, 

the ‘powerless’ ant killed the ‘powerful’ 

elephant. That was the synonymic miraculous 

victory of David over Goliath in the Valley of 

Elah.  
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• David was preserved in the hollow of the hands 

of God when Saul was pursuing him with 3000 

men. Imagine the anxiety and the torturous state 

of mind of one who wakes up in the morning 

and realizes that he has been declared wanted, 

dead or alive. David was being pursued and 

hunted by 3000 warriors led by King Saul 

himself. He was running from pillar to pole but 

God kept him safe and the enemy could not 

apprehend him. 

   

• The covenant of God eventually manifested 

upon David. He became a mighty king in Israel. 

He was well loved by his people and he ruled 

them with wisdom under the fear of Almighty 

God. He was blessed with an abundance of 

material wealth. 

 

• The hand of the Lord was upon David and the 

presence of God went with him when he faced 

the enemies. He had uncountable victories over 

his enemies before and after he became king in 

Israel. 

 

 

As each national government appoints Secretary of 

States for Defense or Minister of Defense the same way 

David appointed Asaph to be the Chief Musician. When the 

Ark of Covenant was brought to Israel, he appointed the 

best Levites musicians to minister before the ark of the 

Lord continually. “He appointed some of the Levites to 
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minister before the ark of the Lord, to make petition, to give 

thanks, and to praise the Lord, the God of Israel: Asaph 

was the chief, Zechariah second, the Jeiel, Shemiramoth, 

Jehiel, Mattithah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-Edom and Jeiel.  

They were to play the lyres and harps, Asaph was to sound 

the cymbals, and Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests were to 

blow the trumpets regularly before the ark of the covenant 

of God.” (I Chronicle 16:4-6) You will notice that most 

chapters of the Book of Psalm are connected to Asaph the 

Chief Musician.  

 

 

The wisdom that leads to the path of the miracle of God 

always resides with those who walk close with Him in the 

relationship. David did not appoint scientists of his time in 

Israel to develop new weapon of war and modify the old 

ones to become versatile and more effective. But he 

appointed men to worship God in assorted forms of praises. 

These men of godly wisdom brought forth new songs of 

praises to Almighty God. Usually, praise would most likely 

be an unintelligent warfare to the spiritual ignorant world, 

but it was a mighty spiritual weapon of war in the hand of a 

wise king who was spiritually inclined and who knew the 

way of the Lord. Praise was an important organ of the 

defensive system in the kingdom of David. This was the 

secret behind his numerous victories over the enemies of 

his kingdom.  

 

 

The Ark of God was the closest representation of the 

presence of God among the Israelites during the time of 
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David. In the appreciation of the love of God towards king 

David, he wanted to do whatever the strength of king could 

provide for the King of kings. King David was meditating 

about the goodness of God in his life one day he said to 

himself, “Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the 

ark of God remains in the tent.” (II Samuel 7:2) He was 

thinking of building a house for the Ark of Covenant. But 

God declined his good gesture. And through Prophet 

Nathan, He said that the son of King David will build a 

house for His name. (II Samuel 7) King David remembered 

the point of turn around in his life. He knew that praises to 

the Heavenly King led him to his breakthrough. He 

established well organized and skillful musicians to praise 

God throughout the tenure of his reign in Israel.  

 

 

 

When he realized that he was getting near his grave, 

David decided to pass on the legacy of praise to His son 

Solomon, his successor. It was as if he was saying in his 

mind, if he could not build a house of God, he would make 

abundant provision for the temple project and ensured that 

the legacy of praises was immortalized in Israel. He 

gathered the leaders of Israel, the priests and the Levites 

about thirty eight thousand all together and he assigned 

unto them national spiritual duties to glorify God Almighty. 

These assignments were to take place in the temple of God 

by the Levites -- one of the tribes in Israel that God had 

assigned the activities of the temple to at the beginning.  
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Ministries Number 
of Men 

Spiritual 
Assignment 

Thoughtful 
Purposes 

Priests 24,000 To observe all the holy 
spiritual ordinances in 
accordance with the law 
of God and to lead 
Israelites in seeking Lord 
God Almighty. 

To lead the people of 
God in seeking Him in 
truth and in spirit in the 
temple of God so that 
people may maintain an 
unflinching loyalty with 
God and that idolatry can 
be stamped out in Israel. 

Judges 
and 

Officers 

6,000 To administer over the 
affairs of the temple 

To execute righteous 
judgment among the 
people of God and 
according to the law of 
God and carry out daily 
administration of the 
temple. 

Musicians 4,000 To sing praises unto the 
Lord in the Temple 

To sing praises unto the 
Living God and glorify 
His Holy name in the 
presence of people of 
Israel with the musical 
instruments that David 
made. 

Gatekeepers 4,000 To guard the gates of 
the temple. 

To provide security to 
lives of the people and 
holy treasures in the 
temple of God and 
ensure that orderliness is 
in place during the 
worshipping period of the 
people of God in the 
temple. 

 

It is one thing to praise God with fruit of our lips and it 

is another thing to praise God in deed. David tried as much 

as possible to immortalize godliness among the Israelites. 

He tried as much as possible to pass to the next generation 

of government in Israel, beginning with Solomon, his son 
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to place God Almighty in a preeminence position in the 

nation. David was the only king in the Bible that set up a 

ministry of praises unto God as part of his government 

responsibility towards God. Out of 38,000 spiritually strong 

men of the tribe of Levites, he ordered 24,000 to be priest 

of the temple of God that Solomon will build. The priests 

were to lead the people of God in seeking Him in truth and 

in spirit in the temple of God so that people may maintain 

an unflinching loyalty with God and that idolatry can be 

stamped out in Israel. He appointed 6,000 judges and 

officers of the temple to execute righteous judgment among 

the people of God and according to the law of God and also 

to carry out daily administration of the temple. He 

appointed 4,000 gatekeepers to provide security to lives of 

the people and holy treasures in the temple of God and 

ensured that orderliness was in place during the 

worshipping period of the people of God in the temple. The 

ministry of music comprised of 24 assorted divisions of 

musicians with 288 spiritual song leaders. He appointed 

4,000 strong singers of the tribe of Levites to sing praises 

unto the Living God and glorify His Holy name in the 

temple of the Lord in the presence of people of Israel with 

the musical instruments that David made.  

 

King David praised God in psalms with harps and 

timbrel and other musical instruments. King David 

expressed his own gesture of praise by dancing before the 

Ark of Covenant.  He did not mind to look foolish in the 

eyes of some people in order to look good in the eyes of 

God and express his thankfulness to Him fully and 

honestly. “And it came to pass, as the ark of the covenant 
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of the LORD came to the city of David, that Michal the 

daughter of Saul looking out at a window saw king David 

dancing and playing: and she despised him in her heart.” 
(I Chronicle 15:29) From the life of David and through the 

word of God we have learnt an important lesson that the 

praises unto God is a beautiful bridge to get to the heart of 

God.  

 

In the Christian age praise has not lost its divine 

effectiveness. The New Testament Church was not left out 

in the act of praising God. Although in the face of fierce 

persecution that did not permit the believers an effective 

and active praising of God with musical instruments like 

the time of David, the brethren still praised God from their 

hearts by singing in hymns and in psalms with their 

mouths. When we praise God, it glorifies God and at the 

same time, it frustrates the confidence of enemies and 

renders their evil weapons useless. When the children of 

God praise God, it moves the mighty hands of God to the 

strategic position of help and deliverance.  

 

Perhaps one of the flimsy reasons why some do not see 

the need of praising God is that, ‘God is so awesome that 

the praises of man would not matter so much to Him.’ This 

is not so. Without a doubt, He is an awesome God, 

awesome also in appreciation. King David said of the Lord, 

“But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of 

Israel.” (Psalm 22:3) God relishes, celebrates and honors 

the praises of His children. After the completion of the 

temple of King Solomon, when the Ark of God was 

brought in to Jerusalem and dedicated in the Lord’s temple, 
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the glory of the Lord filled the entire house of the Lord 

when the children of God were praising Him. The glory 

was so awesome that the priest could not stand to minister. 

 

I don’t know how we can measure the effect of our 

praises in the presence of God, but I can give you an idea. I 

am from Yoruba tribe in Nigeria that understands the 

language of talking drum and the way the drummers 

communicate tributes with their gangan drums to praise 

men. The talking drum does not produce a melodious music 

like other musical instruments but it acts like spice in the 

soup. Its sound stands out clearly and communicates to 

everyone that listens to it. The drummer beats and 

manipulates the gangan drum to communicate his thought 

through its sound. Whatever the drum says is a reflection of 

the thought of the drummer who specializes in arousing the 

emotions of the targeted person he is praising about the 

memorable great deeds of the person’s ancestors and the 

image-maker they represented in the community. He does 

this to arouse the ego of the person so that he will swell up 

in pride of the honorable tribute given to his great ancestors 

and therefore, go out of your way to lavishly shower the 

drummer with gifts he never intends to give him before. If 

the cheap and perhaps deceitful praises of man could have 

an important and powerful influence in the decision of 

others, how much more will our genuine praise worship be 

before the Throne of God? If it does not arouse His 

glorious ego like man, at least it will tickle Him and He 

will smile on us. 
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Do you know that it is not only human beings that 

praise the Lord? The birds of the air do not need to sing 

before they have their daily bread. Yet they sing gleefully, 

perching from one tree to the other to praise the Creator. 

The cicadas and other insects that make sonorous sounds 

are not only communicating to their kinds but also 

testifying to what God has done in their lives. Brethren, let 

us remind ourselves that the only thing that God did not 

create is praise. It was not an oversight. In fact, it was 

deliberate because He created a deep excitement in man 

that in turn creates appreciation. The abundance reflections 

of appreciation of the goodness of God in the life of man 

release our praises to the Almighty God. In praising God 

we are giving Him a report of our excellent performance in 

the work of dominion that the Lord gave unto us. If we do 

not have any reason to praise the Creator it is an indication 

that we are not functioning according to the intended 

purposes of God. Our praises register us in His presence as 

His children and it is the proof that we belong to Him. It 

also conveys the wholesomeness of our heart unto the 

Heavenly Father that, “He is abundantly able.” Our praises 

to the Heavenly Father are a simple form of testimony of 

His greatness in our life, because when we praise Him we 

testify to His kindness and mercy. Praises of the creatures 

reflects the extraordinary beauty of creation to the Creator. 

Our appreciation of God’s infinite mercy is to spur us in the 

blissful mood of praises that mouth cannot express. If you 

are still wondering why you think that God deserves your 

praises consider the thoughtfulness of David in the Book of 

Psalm 139:13-17 and I Peter 2:9 
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                    CHAPTER 

David: Seeking God in 

Repentance 
 

 

Much has been said about the godly qualities of David. 

A lot has been discussed about his enviable qualities that a 

true child of God should aspire to have. However, at the 

passage of time, the power of flesh overtook him. The 

fallible nature of man manifested in the kingdom of David. 

David, who was once noted for behaving himself wisely, 

was unable to control his evil passion when he fell into 

temptation. David was walking majestically in the corridor 

of his palace one day and he saw Bathsheba naked, taking 

her bath. Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah the Hittite, a 

faithful and a loyal soldier in the kingdom of David.  On 

seeing her, the king was captivated by her beauty. He asked 

her to be brought to the palace; he thereby involved himself 

in an adulterous relationship with the wife of his loyal 

servant. He exercised the power of king to perpetrate this 

evil against his loyal soldier. He committed a horrendous 

crime when he betrayed his royal fiduciary position by 

taking over Bathsheba, the wife of his faithful servant, 

Uriah. He hatched up a plan to cover the crime. David 

ordered Uriah to be released from the king’s garrison post 

so that he could spend some nights in bed with Bathsheba, 

7 
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his wife, but because of the faithfulness and excellent 

loyalty of Uriah, the cover-up plan did not work. Because 

of Uriah’s patriotism and sense of diligence to his duties, 

he preferred to be in the service of the kingdom instead of 

spending one night with his wife. Then King David ordered 

him to be sent to the hottest front-line of the battlefield 

where he was killed. At this time in Israel, the sin of 

adultery was punishable by public execution of stoning the 

parties (male and female) involved in the abominable sin to 

death. “If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife 

-- with the wife of his neighbor -- both the adulterer and the 

adulteress must be put to death.” (Leviticus 20:10) But 

who could dare bring up the accusation of adultery against 

the king and his queen? David fell from the lofty spiritual 

height he had attained and crashed greatly into the depth of 

sinfulness. Yet, the King of kings, the Righteous Judge, the 

Almighty God did not allow the sin of King David to be 

swept under the carpet.  

 
Then the Lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, 
and said to him: "There were two men in one city, one rich 
and the other poor. The rich man had exceedingly many 
flocks and herds. But the poor man had nothing, except 
one little ewe lamb which he had bought and nourished; 
and it grew up together with him and with his children. It 
ate of his own food and drank from his own cup and lay in 
his bosom; and it was like a daughter to him. And a 
traveler came to the rich man, who refused to take from 
his own flock and from his own herd to prepare one for 
the wayfaring man who had come to him; but he took the 
poor man's lamb and prepared it for the man who had 
come to him.” So David’s anger was greatly aroused
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against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the Lord lives, 
the man who has done this shall surely die! And he shall 
restore fourfold for the lamb, because he did this thing 
and because he had no pity." Then Nathan said to David, 
"You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you from the 
hand of Saul. I gave you your master's house and your 
master's wives into your keeping, and gave you the house 
of Israel and Judah. And if that had been too little, I also 
would have given you much more! Why have you 
despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His 
sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; 
you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed 
him with the sword of the people of Ammon. Now 
therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, 
because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' Thus says the Lord: 
'Behold, I will raise up adversity against you from your 
own house; and I will take your wives before your eyes 
and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your 
wives in the sight of this sun. For you did it secretly, but I 
will do this thing before all Israel, before the sun.' " So 
David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the Lord." 
And Nathan said to David, "The Lord also has put away 
your sin; you shall not die. However, because by this deed 
you have given great occasion to the enemies of the Lord 
to blaspheme, the child also who is born to you shall 
surely die." II Samuel 12:1-14 
 

God will not judge the error of a righteous man without 

revealing his sinful ways in order to give him room for 

repentance. It is the response of the sinful man after the 

revelation of his error that will determine the extent of 
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judgment of God. The prophets of the Lord were expected 

to be bold in their services unto the Lord. The true prophets 

respond to the impulses of the Holy Spirit and they spoke 

as the Spirit of God gives them utterance. Nevertheless, 

they applied wisdom and tactics in speaking the mind of 

God to the rulers. About a year later after David thought 

that all the scandals had been swept under the carpet, 

Nathan came to David with a proverbial account of a rich 

man and a poor man living in the City of David. The rich 

and wealthy man robbed the poor man of his only lamb and 

dressed it to entertain a visitor. King David instantaneously 

responded before the purpose of the parable was revealed, 

“the man that had done these things shall surely die and 

shall restore the lambs fourfold.” And Nathan applied the 

parable unto the adulterous life of David, “Thou art the 

man.” Instantly David broke down and confessed his sin, 

“And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the 

Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put 

away thy sin; thou shalt not die.” The die was already cast. 

David could not undo the evil he had perpetrated. And the 

grim judgment of God came upon him gravely. ‘Because 

you allowed the sword of Ammonites (the heathen) to slay 

a righteous and loyal servant, “the sword shall never depart 

from thine house.”’ “Out of your own household I am 

going to bring calamity upon you. Before your very eyes I 

will take your wives and give them to one who is close to 

you, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight. You 

did it in the secret, but I will do this things in the broad 

daylight before all Israel.” (II Samuel 12:11-12) David did 

not think twice before asking for forgiveness. However, 

God tempered justice with mercy. He forgave David. And 
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the response of God was so swift, “The Lord hath put away 

thy sin; thou shalt not die,” the Prophet said. 

 

Since that day on, the household of David never knew 

peace. The unnamed child from the sinful relationship 

between David and Bathsheba died. King David’s firstborn 

Amnon, raped his half sister, Tamar. Amnon was later 

murdered by Absalom, another of David’s sons, in revenge. 

Absalom later rebelled against David, committed a 

felonious crime against the kingdom of his father and took 

over the throne of David. He slept publicly with ten of his 

father’s concubines. The subversion and pride of Absalom 

led to his death. We shall elaborate on the crisis in the 

household of David in the next chapter. “The thief cometh 

not, but for to steal, and to kill and to destroy ...” Yes, 

Satan the tempter zero in on David’s weakness to destroy 

the monument of righteousness that he spent his entire life 

to build through temptation.  

 

In the narrow sense of understanding, one may ask, 

“Why was the man after God’s heart be judged so severely 

for the common sin of adultery?” Adultery is abomination 

and every abomination carries its own consequential 

judgment. To whom much is given, much is required. 

Much continuous exemplary life is expected of the 

heavenly commendable person. “David the son of Jesse, a 

man after mine own heart.” Much expectation of 

righteousness is required of David, the Shepherd of the 

Household of Israel. God put him in charge of his master’s 

household, in charge of the house of Judah and Israel. If he 

wanted a thousand wives, he could have had them without 
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involving himself in the sin of adultery. This should be a 

great lesson to our leaders that God has placed in the 

highest echelon of life in the society. They have the 

national cake in one hand and appropriate knife for cutting 

it according to their desires in the other hand, with all the 

authority that goes along with their leadership and the 

accompanied fame, yet some still struggle to pick cookies 

that are on the ground with their toes. The sin of David was 

not just infidelity; it was also a disrespect of the 

commandment of God.    

 

When God has put away the sins of David according to 

Prophet Nathan one may wonder why all these calamities 

befell upon the household of David. One important 

understanding between forgiveness of sin and the 

consequences is that forgiveness of sin is evidence of the 

mercy of God and the consequence of sin is the evidence of 

God’s righteous judgment. Consequence of sin is the result 

of the course an unrighteous choice made by a sinner but 

forgiveness is divine intervention of God in restoring the 

sinner. “The soul that sinneth shall die.” Death was the 

consequence of the disobedience of Adam and Eve in the 

Garden of Eden. They died spiritually but forgiveness 

restored their offsprings in faith through the grace of God 

in the miraculous work of salvation. Process of restoration 

manifested in the household of David. Although the 

resultant baby of the adulterous relationship died, David 

continued in a marital relationship with Bathsheba after the 

death of Uriah.  This was not necessarily in defiant 

arrogance of an unrepented sinner but in humility of a 

righteous effort to make right of what he had earlier done 
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wrongly. Although David was instrumental to the death of 

Uriah, Bathsheba became a widow and was eligible to be 

married by another man. At this point, the king could not 

abandon the woman and expose her to the shamefulness of 

adultery and make her to become an unfortunate widow. In 

this scenario the king was obligated to marry her.  It was 

during the continuous relationship that Solomon was born. 

“Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba and he went to 

her and lay with her. She gave birth to a son, and they 

named him Solomon. The Lord loved him; and because the 

Lord loved him, he sent word through Nathan the prophet 

to name him Jedidiah.” (II Samuel 12:24-26)   

 

 
Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to 
number Israel. So David said to Joab and to the leaders of 
the people, "Go, number Israel from Beersheba to Dan, 
and bring the number of them to me that I may know it." 
And Joab answered, "May the Lord make His people a 
hundred times more than they are. But, my lord the king; 
are they not all my lord's servants? Why then does my 
lord require this thing? Why should he be a cause of guilt 
in Israel?" Nevertheless the king's word prevailed against 
Joab. Therefore Joab departed and went throughout all 
Israel and came to Jerusalem. (I Chronicle 21:1-4)  

 

Satan overtook David again in temptation the second 

time. He ordered an erratic and unwise census of the 

Israelites. David always sought the face of God for 

direction at the crossroad of his life especially when he 

wanted to take an important decision. He would ask the 

priest to bring Urim and Thummim, the instruments the 
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priest used to enquire for direction from God. David 

disregarded this fundamental divine direction, and simply 

said to Joab his servant, “Go number Israel from 

Beersheba to Dan and bring the number of them to me, that 

I may know it.” Perhaps David wanted to assess the 

strength of his army. Perhaps it was pride that had set in his 

life. He was more or less attributing the uncountable 

victories of Israel over her enemies as the strength of 

Israelites and not the divine intervention of God. David 

even rejected the wise counsel of Joab his servant who 

pointed out the abomination in the wrong decision.  

However the word of the king prevailed over the 

suggestion of his servant. The judgment of God was swift 

and devastating. 

 

God offered three uncomfortable options to David 

saying, “Thus saith the Lord, I offer thee three things, 

choose thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee . . . 

either three years famine, or three months to be destroyed 

before thy foes, while that the sword of thine enemies 

overtaketh thee, or three days of the sword of the Lord, 

even the pestilence, in the land and the angel of the Lord 

destroying throughout all the coast of Israel. . . .” 

However, pestilence came upon Israelites and 70,000 men 

were destroyed in judgment. (I Chronicle 21:10-12) David 

the Shepherd loved the flock but the sin of the shepherd 

was visited upon the flocks. And David said unto God, “Is 

it not I that commanded the people to be numbered? Even I 

it is that have sinned and done evil indeed; but as for these 

sheep, what have they done?” He pled with God in prayer, 

“Let thine hand, I pray thee, O Lord my God, be on me, 



David: Seeking God in Repentance 

 

 - 63 - 

and on my father’s house; but not on thy people, that they 

should be plagued,” (verse17) The mercy of God set in and 

He stopped the destroyer.  

 

One may wonder why God did not punish David for his 

sin. The judgment of his sin is proverbial. David was 

anointed to be a shepherd unto the house of Israel. The 

shepherd does not place a higher value upon his own life 

than the value he places upon the lives of the sheep. A good 

shepherd will always lay down his life for the sheep. The 

most painful judgment that can really devastate a shepherd 

is to behold the destruction of his flock. David was not 

facing an enemy in battle but the consequential judgment of 

his sin claimed the lives of 70,000 Israelites. This was too 

much devastation to David, therefore he sought the face of 

God to judge him instead of the innocent ones because he 

was the culprit. 

 

We are living a free world where liberty has been taken 

as a license to commit evil. We are falsely made to believe 

that we can do whatever we like with our lives, and that 

whatever we do with our lives is not the business of 

anybody.  This is not true.  Your life and whatever you do 

with it is directly or indirectly affecting the lives of other 

people around you. Your life is a gift from God and 

whatever you have done with it is a return on the 

investment of the gift of life that the Creator has given you. 

It is also an indication of your gratefulness or ingratitude 

unto God. The manifestation of pride in your life may 

influence an unrighteous decision that can bring forth 
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destruction upon others around you.  The rule upon the 

ladder of life reads: 

 

Many are the steps to the ladder of life;  
But only the righteous steps keep one on top 

Consider every step you take on your upward way 
The step you take now may define another later 
Climb carefully so that you will not fall carelessly. 

 
  -  Michael. A. Eleyinafe 

 

On the downside in the life of David, when the power 

of flesh overtook him, he did not lose sight of the solution. 

He did not allow the absolute power of a king to cloud his 

spiritual vision. Although he was the highest man in Israel, 

he did not claim any self-justification, the type that 

characterizes some of the Christians of our time. He 

assumed full responsibility for his sinfulness and he 

acknowledged them. He came down from his high horse. 

He repented and sought the face of God for forgiveness. 

You will notice that in both occasions God tempered justice 

with mercy. 

 

"Let the wicked forsake his way: and the unrighteous 

man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord: and he 

will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 

abundantly pardon." Isaiah 55:7 The only door that opens 

unto a sinner in the presence of God is the door of mercy. 

This door leads to other doors of blessing. Why don’t you 

go through the door mercy now that is open to you so that 

you can have access to the door of His abundant blessing? 
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God is faithful and He is a promise keeper. Go to Him on 

your knees and plead for forgiveness for those sins. He will 

honor His words and cleanse you. ". . . though your sins be 

as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be 

red like crimson, they shall be as wool." (Isaiah 1:18) 
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                  CHAPTER 

David: Patient In Crisis, 

Humble In Victory 
 

 

An unprecedented crisis began in the household of 

David. Obviously, it was triggered off by the consequences 

of the sin of David. Amnon, the first son of David had an 

evil passion towards his half sister, Tamar. He listened to 

the evil counsel of Jonadab son of Shemeah. Jonadab told 

him to pretend that he was ill and request that Tamar might 

make food for him and be able to eat from her hand. 

Unwittingly, Tamar made the food and proceeded in 

feeding her supposedly sick brother. The ensnaring evil 

plans manifested and Amnon raped Tamar his half sister. 

The supposed love turned to hatred. Amnon pushed his half 

sister out in disgrace after he had dishonored her. Brethren, 

there is a clear difference between love and lust. Love gives 

but lust takes. Genuine love is patient and unselfish, but 

lust is impatient and unparalleledly selfish. Love gives joy 

but lust takes joy and offers sorrow in replacement. The 

evil passion of Amnon took Tamar’s honor and subjected 

her to permanent disgrace. David was furious but he did not 

punish Amnon because as the first born of David, Amnon 

was supposed to be the next king in Israel. Absalom, 

Tamar’s brother, was angry but he concealed his anger and 

pretended that all was well. Two years later, Absalom 

maliciously killed Amnon in revenge. Absalom fled into 

8 
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self-exile from the presence of his father, King David, went 

to Geshur, and stayed there for three years.  

 

Joab the servant of David cunningly put word in the 

mouth of a wise woman from Tekoa who pretended she 

was mourning and had her sent to the presence of king 

David in order that the king may pardon Absalom who was 

on a self-exile. The cunning device from the woman led 

David to order permission for Absalom to return to 

Jerusalem. For two years after his return to Jerusalem, 

Absalom did not see the king’s face. The three years of 

self-exile and two-year house arrest of Absalom did not 

yield repentance. He waxed stronger in his wicked and 

unholy ambition to become the king of Israel before the 

death of his father. Absalom became famous among the 

Israelites because he was a charismatic and handsome man. 

In conspiracy, Absalom led a national treasonable felony 

against his father. David fled from his throne, weeping as 

he was trying to escape the wrath of his rebellious son. 
 

Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, "Why are you also 
going with us? Return and remain with the king. For you 
are a foreigner and also an exile from your own place. In 
fact, you came only yesterday. Should I make you wander 
up and down with us today, since I go I know not where? 
Return, and take your brethren back. Mercy and truth be 
with you." And Ittai answered the king and said, "As the 
Lord lives, and as my lord the king lives, surely in 
whatever place my lord the king shall be, whether in death 
or life, even there also your servant will be." So David said 
to Ittai, "Go, and cross over." Then Ittai the Gittite and all 
his men and all the little ones who were with him crossed
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over. And all the country wept with a loud voice, and all 
the people crossed over. The king himself also crossed 
over the Brook Kidron, and all the people crossed over 
toward the way of the wilderness. There was Zadok also, 
and all the Levites with him, bearing the ark of the 
covenant of God. And they set down the ark of God, and 
Abiathar went up until all the people had finished crossing 
over from the city. Then the king said to Zadok, "Carry the 
ark of God back into the city. If I find favor in the eyes of 
the Lord, He will bring me back and show me both it and 
His dwelling place. But if He says thus: 'I have no delight 
in you,' here I am, let Him do to me as seems good to 
Him." The king also said to Zadok the priest, "Are you not 
a seer? Return to the city in peace, and your two sons 
with you, Ahimaaz your son, and Jonathan the son of 
Abiathar. See, I will wait in the plains of the wilderness 
until word comes from you to inform me." Therefore 
Zadok and Abiathar carried the ark of God back to 
Jerusalem. And they remained there. (II Samuel 15:19-29) 

 

David persuaded Ittai the Gittite to return to Jerusalem 

because he did not want the calamity that has befallen upon 

him to be a burden unto the kind and faithful foreigner. Ittai 

upheld his righteous commitment and said, “As surely as 

the Lord lives, and as my lord the king lives, wherever my 

lord the king may be, whether it means life or death, there 

will your servant be.” (II Samuel 15:21) David also turned 

to Zadok and the Levites who were carrying the Ark of 

Covenant of God, “Take the Ark of God back into the city. 

If I find favor in the Lord’s eyes, he will bring me back and 

let me see it and his dwelling place again. But if he says, “I 

am not pleased with you,” then I am ready; let him do to 
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me whatever seems good to him.” (II Samuel 15:25) 

Brethren, you can behold the transparent selflessness in the 

characters and decisions of David. The throne was the 

office of the king in Israel and it was an ordained gift from 

God but the Ark of God was the presence of God with the 

nation of Israel. David considered the Ark as a national 

treasure that should remain in Jerusalem, the capital city of 

Israel. David thought if he was fleeing the throne, he was 

obligated to leave the presence of God that the Ark 

represented behind for the next king of Israel. Let the 

leaders that loot the national treasuries to enrich themselves 

while in the office or after the tenure of their office take a 

cue from David now, reflect on this principle and consider 

their ways. To cap it all, David resigned totally unto God in 

his crisis.  

 

It is during turbulent times that we recognize a true 

friend. David realized during the crisis that Ahithophel, his 

close associate and adviser, was one of the conspirators. 

Like anybody, he felt betrayed and perhaps angry but he 

did not ask for his life. He simply prayed, “O Lord, turn 

Ahithophel’s counsel into foolishness.” (II Samuel 15:31) 

A death wish for our certified enemies is like taking the 

position of God in judging their wickedness. David left the 

judgment to the Lord’s hand. We are to take the same 

position towards our enemies and pray for them that God 

may shake their confidences so that they will realize their 

errors and seek the face of God for repentance. Ahithophel 

advised Absalom, the rebellious son of David to publicly 

lie with his father’s ten concubines in order to make 

himself a stench in his father’s nostrils. Absalom 
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swallowed the advice hook, line and sinker; he did as he 

was advised. But brethren, can you recollect the judgment 

of God upon David according to the Prophet Nathan? 

“Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them 

to one who is close to you, and he will lie with your wives 

in broad daylight.” (II Samuel 12:11) When a certain thing 

happens in your life, whether favorable or otherwise, I want 

you to know that God is aware of it. He will surely glorify 

Himself in the situation. 

 

At the lowest ebb of a falling leader, he always 

encounters barrage of attacks from insignificant people and 

from unexpected angles.  As if the pain and sorrow of 

David was not enough, Shimei son of Gera, the clan of king 

Saul, was stoning, cursing and hurling insults upon king 

David and the king’s official and said, “Get out, get out, 

you man of blood, you scoundrel!” (II Samuel 16:7) 

Abishai son of Zeruiah, a sympathizer and a loyal guard, 

said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse my lord 

the king? Let me go over and cut off his head.” David said 

to Abishai, “My son, who is of my own flesh, is trying to 

take my life. How much more, then, this Benjamite! Leave 

him alone; let him curse, for the Lord has told him to. It 

may be that the Lord will see my distress and repay me with 

good for the cursing I am receiving today.” (II Samuel 

16:11-12) When hope was unforeseeable, David did not 

lose hope in the Lord. Although situation had King David 

fled from his throne and he was so many miles away from 

his palace, he still placed an unreserved trust in the Lord for 

His usual intervention he always experience in his 

relationship with God. 
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 The tide of events suddenly subsided. The stormy life 

of David responded to the divine intervention of Almighty 

God. The counsel of Ahithophel was turned into 

foolishness according to the prayer of David, and the 

former adviser of King David committed suicide. (II 

Samuel 17:23) David commanded his men against the army 

of Absalom with an instruction, “be gentle with the young 

man Absalom for my sake.” David’s men defeated the army 

of Absalom. In a desperate run for his life, Absalom’s head 

was caught in an oak tree and was left hanging in midair 

before Joab and his armor bearers killed him. David did not 

wish his enemy death. He felt so bad for the death of his 

son. He mourned for Absalom. “The king covered his face 

and cried aloud, “O my son Absalom! O Absalom, my son, 

my son!” (II Samuel 19:4)  

 

God brought David back to his throne in Israel. All his 

enemies and those that took undue advantage of the 

calamity that befell David were brought to their knees. 

Shimei son of Gera prostrated before the king and said, 

“May my lord not hold me guilty. Do not remember how 

your servant did wrong on the day my lord the king left 

Jerusalem. May the king put it out of his mind. For I your 

servant know that I have sinned, but today I have come 

here as the first of the whole house of Joseph to come down 

and meet my lord the king.” Abishai said, “Shouldn’t 

Shimei be put to death for this? He cursed the Lord’s 

anointed.” However, the king said to Shimei under an oath, 

“You shall not die.”   
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In the crisis of David we have seen the effect of the 

severe judgment of God for the sins of the king and we also 

beheld the effect forgiveness of God that manifested in the 

restoration of David to his throne in Israel. David also 

reciprocated forgiveness to Shimei son of Gera and restored 

him.  

 
O Lord, there is a mystery in the power of your deliverance. 

In the day of my crisis, give me the patience of Christ 
See me through the pains and pangs of my cross 
Let me experience the victory of my resurrection. 

 

- Michael A. Eleyinafe 
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                  CHAPTER 

Reflect on this! 
 

 

The shoe of David has a universal size. It is a size that 

fits all. The largeness or smallness of your feet is not a 

factor of its fitness. It is for the young as well as the old. It 

is for men and women. The shoe of David is a heavenly 

garment of honor. It is a godly attribute that won him a 

heavenly accolade. God described David as a man after 

his own heart because of these unique attributes. David 

was a man like us. He was faced with the ups and downs 

of this life. He was faced with crises and struggles perhaps 

greater than what we face in our days. Tennessee Williams 

(1914–83)2 gave a pictorial understanding of the word 

‘crisis’ in a quote, “We all live in a house on fire, no fire 

department to call; no way out, just the upstairs window to 

look out of while the fire burns the house down with us 

trapped, locked in it.” Another school of thought, John F. 

Kennedy (1917–63)3 described the word ‘crisis’ in a 

quote, “When written in Chinese, the word crisis is 

composed of two characters. One represents danger and 

the other represents opportunity.” Every new day before 

man is like a mountain of problem that he must overcome. 

Whether we believe it or not, we are all the employee of 

God in our different capacities in the responsibility of 

dominion He has placed in the hand of mankind. Whether 

9 



Walking in the Shoe of David 

 - 76 - 

we realize it or not we are all called at the instance of God 

on the surface of the earth to function one way or the other 

for His glory.  If we are to go by Tennessee Williams’ 

view on crisis, when a man is trapped in a house on fire 

and can only look out at the upstairs window; imagine 

what he can be looking out for. If we are to go by John F. 

Kennedy’s view of ‘crisis,’ if one character of crisis in 

Chinese represents danger and the other represents 

opportunity and a man finds himself between the two. We 

need God to deliver us out of the ensnaring crisis of our 

lives, and only His divine hand can guide us through the 

only window of opportunity that is available to us.  

 

We are now beholding unprecedented evil and 

atrocities around globe. Whether this fact is accepted or 

not we are in the period of crisis of our own time. There 

exists an unprecedented hatred between various religious 

groups resulting from different doctrinal beliefs. Evil 

temptations are on the increase as well as other catalogues 

of social crises we live with each day. The eye-witness 

knowledge of the crime committed by another person is as 

perilous as if the person is a party to the crime if one 

found himself at the wrong place at the wrong time. The 

innocents are perishing in the acts of terrorism targeted 

against peaceful groups and the counter-terrorism against 

the wicked only increases the death toll of the innocent 

while the trucebreakers go free. There is unprecedented 

panicking in our streets as terrorists in bomb underwear 

are parading our peaceful marketplace. Pleasure is taking 

the place of godliness in our time. Parents are abandoning 

their responsibilities towards their children because of 
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love of money and unfortunately the children in turn 

accept the unpleasant norm by becoming wayward as a 

result of listening to strange friends that filled their minds 

with the worldliness of the street. There are wars and 

rumors of war. Government is rising against government 

and nation against nation. This is a confirmation of the end 

time. “In the last days perilous times shall come: For men 

shall be lover of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 

proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 

unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false 

accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are 

good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures 

more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness but 

denying the power thereof . . .” (II Timothy 3:1-5)  Amidst 

all these, we are to live our lives according to the precept 

of righteousness of God. The standard of God is not 

flexible and does not adjust according to the wickedness 

of the world. His laws and precepts are not amendable. 

David was not ignorant of these facts. 

 

David lived his entire life in crisis. As a village 

shepherd boy, he struggled with bears and lions to rescue 

the sheep from the mouth of the wild animals. A shepherd 

boy was anointed as king of Israel. He faced an uphill task 

in the divine training camp of King Saul palace where he 

was to be transformed from the shepherd of animals to a 

shepherd of the household of Israel. David, a young 

civilian that had never been proved in the weapons of war, 

faced a renowned giant warrior of Philistines, Goliath, in 

the valley of Elah and he prevailed. This victory brought 

glory to God and joy to the people of Israelites but it also 
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triggered off hostility from Saul. David fought the 

hostilities of Saul with humility and righteousness and 

prevailed. However, David blew it. The power of flesh 

prevailed in the unrighteous decision of David when he 

fell into the ensnaring trap of temptation. He committed a 

horrendous crime of murdering his loyal and faithful 

servant, Uriah, and took over his wife. He walked out of 

the sinful trap with soberness and genuine repentance. 

Again, he fell into another evil temptation when he 

initiated an unrighteous census of the army of Israelites. 

David was faced with three options of devastating 

judgment of God. Although the judgment took its toll, he 

sought the face of God in repentance and he overcame. He 

faced crisis within his family. His first son, Amnon raped 

his half sister, Tamar and the second son, Absalom killed 

the Amnon in revenge. Absalom rebelled and he turned 

the sword against his father, David. David fled his throne 

in Israel but the divine intervention of God prevailed in 

the crisis and David returned to Jerusalem.   

 

Although David was a king in Israel, his shoe was not 

made of gold and was not decorated with diamonds.  It 

was made of an entangled alloy of crises and decorated 

with rare qualities of spiritual medals.  Among these 

precious spiritual medals is fear of God, faithfulness, 

righteousness, repentance, integrity of heart and 

uprightness of mind. I will tell you something brethren. 

When we draw near God, He will draw closer to us. The 

son that identifies himself with the father is a beloved son. 

The son that recognizes his father and that the father 

recognizes as son amidst thousands of people is a precious 
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son. God wants you to recognize Him as the Vine. He will 

recognize you as the branch. Brethren, it was not the 

crown of David that made him unique in the presence of 

God. It was not the crisis-ridden life he lived that made 

him special. It was neither the prevailing victories he had 

on all the crises. It was the fact that he did not lose sight of 

God in his crises. These were the righteous medals on his 

shoe that made him stand out of millions as the favorite of 

God. It was the righteous walk he walked in the shoe of 

crisis that made him an outstanding personality. You can 

attain the spiritual excellence of David. You can even 

surpass him. But you have to begin by drawing nearer 

unto God, identifying yourself with Him and establishing 

a lasting relationship with our Father in Heaven. Examine 

yourself in the mirror of God and repent of all the 

besetting sins in your life. Subject yourself to the authority 

of God and lift up your head in righteousness. The 

heavenly accolade will be upon you as it was with David 

when you endeavor to walk in his shoe. Take the giant 

step of faith today! 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Walking in the Shoe of David 

 - 80 - 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 - 81 - 

 

             CHAPTER 

Prayer Points 
 

 

 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: a good 
understanding have all they that do his commandments: his 
praise endureth for ever (Psalm 111:10) 
 

• Lord, I love you and I revere you as my King, let me 

understand the preciousness of your fear that is 

established in your loving-kindness towards me.  Let 

this lead me to your divine wisdom that will 

permanently keep me in the vicinity of your presence. 

Let the power of your presence transform my 

emptiness to your fullness, in Jesus name. 

 

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrew 11:6) 
 

• My God and my Redeemer, let your ordained ways 

that seems foolish to man be a path of salvation 

unto me. Let my diligence in seeking your face and 

my righteous steps of faith be pleasing to you.  Let 

my unwavering trust in you see me through in the day 

of my adversity, in Jesus name. 

 

10 
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He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city. (Proverbs 16:32) He 
that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is 
broken down and without walls. (Proverbs 25:28) 
 
 

• O God, it is an uphill task to walk uprightly in this 

crooked world! Lord, take your preeminent position in 

my life.  Rule over my spirit my King, and through the 

strength of the wisdom of your word and your wise 

counsel. Let me behave myself wisely, let your 

righteousness manifest in my decisions, and let my 

life bring forth glory to your holy Name, in Jesus 

name. 

 

 

• O God, you are a covenant keeping God. Your 

covenant brought the best of heaven to die for me on 

the Cross, your covenant established my salvation 

and I became engrafted to the blessing of Abraham. 

Let me honor the covenant relationship you 

established with your blood and let me live each day 

of my life according to the precept on your word. 

 

 

Create in me a pure hear, O God and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your 
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me. (Psalm 51:10-12) 
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• O Merciful God, I looked at myself in the mirror of 

your word, and I do not meet your standard. I 

weighed myself in the scale of your righteousness 

but I found that I did not measure up. Lord, I come to 

you this day, the way I am and I humbly submit my 

life unto you for your divine cleansing. Be merciful 

unto me O Lord, cleanse me from the dross of my 

heart, forgive me of my sinful ways and pilot me to 

the path of your righteousness, in Jesus name.   

 

 

But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing. (James 1:4) Rejoicing in hope; 
patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer. (Romans 
12:12) 

 

• God of Peace, make a pronouncement of peace upon 

the stormy situations of my life. In the day of my 

crisis, give me the patience of Christ, endow me with 

the strength to bear the trials of my life in 

righteousness. Teach me to walk in the path of your 

peace that is entrenched in your precepts, in Jesus 

name.  

 

• I ………………………………… and others readers of this 

book lift up ourselves before your presence Almighty 

God.  Let the inspired truth that this book revealed 

establish us in the path of a righteous life and let 

your word set us free and make us to be free indeed, 

in Jesus name.   
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• Lord, as I join my hand in fellowship with other 

partners to bear the gospel light of Jesus Christ to 

the utmost part of the world and as we set out to 

partake in this great commission, let the anointed 

power of Holy Spirit seal the word in the hearts of our 

loved ones and let the power in the blood of Jesus 

Christ pave the way of salvation for them in Jesus 

name. 

 

• O Lord I lift up the sponsors and the partners of 

Christ Light Bearers Ministry before you O Father, as 

they have sown the seed of faith in our good ground, 

bless them abundantly and reward their kindness in 

hundred folds, in Jesus name.  

 

• O Lord, I pray that You may enlarge the coast of 

Christ Light Bearers Ministry so that the entire 

world may be reached with the word of God. I also 

pray for the authors, editors, coordinators and all 

people that are working behind the scene of Christ 

Light Bearers Ministry that God may continue to 

give them divine vision and direction, wisdom and 

understanding to execute the projects of the 

ministry, in Jesus name.  
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on this! Series.  If you 
would like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, 
please pray the prayer in the box below. Please note that you are 
about to make the most important decision in your life, please pay 
a careful attention to what you are saying and what you are doing. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know that you are the Son of Living God. 
You died for me on the Cross. I know that I have sinned in my 
thoughts, words and actions. There are so many good things 
I failed to do. There are so many sinful things I have done. I 
confess all my wrongdoings and I am truly sorry for my 
sinful life. I now turn away from everything I considered to be 
sinful. Have mercy upon me, Lord and forgive me all my sins. 
You gave your life as a ransom for my soul; I gratefully give 
my life to you. I humbly invite you to come into my life as my 
Savior to redeem me, and as my Friend to be with me for 
ever. My Lord and my King, I will serve you all the remaining 
years of my life in complete obedience to your words, Amen.  

 

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of mind, 
rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you now. We also 
join the heavenly host to rejoice with you and we say, “You are welcome 
to the fold of believers.” There are important things you must know and 
the steps you have to take. Please get in contact with a Bible Believing 
Living Church near you to know more about the love of God. Please tell 
us about your faith. Fill your name and the date of your decision in the 
Decision Page at the next page.  It is important you give us a feedback 
for the purpose of follow up. Please feel free to write to us so that we 
can send you some materials that will help you in your Christian walk.  
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DECISION PAGE 

 

Name      --------------------------------------------------- 

Address  --------------------------------------------------- 

               --------------------------------------------------- 

E-mail Address ------------------------------------------ 

 
Hereby confess by faith today (Date) ---------------------------------------------- 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of Living God. He died for me on the Cross 
of Calvary and I am redeemed with His precious blood. I wholeheartedly 
repented my sins and I believed that the Heavenly Father has forgiven 
me my sins. I am now counted among the righteous as one of the 
children of God through the special adoption by His blood. I begin my 
Christian journey in the newness of life observing His precepts 
according to the word of God each day of my life until I see Him face to 
face in Heaven.   
 

Beloved of the Lord,  
Please make photocopy of this page for all those who have accepted 
Jesus Christ as their Savior through this ministry and mail it to us at 
the address below for the purpose of follow-up as well as a feedback 
about the faithfulness of God in our ministry. 

 
Michael A Eleyinafe 

Christ Light Bearers Inc. 
P. O. Box 141, New York, NY 10163 

www.christlightbearers.com 
e-mail:  mike@christlightbearers.com 

Tel. No.  (718) 825-6564 
 

 



 

 
- 88 - 

CHRIST LIGHT BEARERS PUBLICATIONS 
 

REFLECT ON THIS! SERIES 
 

1. I Know the King 

2. Sowing in Tears 

3. Holy Spirit 

4. The Making of Fishers of Men 

5. Walking in the Shoe of David 

6. The Parables 

7. Power of Praise 

8. Crises of Your Cross 

9. Wilderness Experience 

10. The Commandments 

11. The Temple of God 

12. Walking With Grace 

13. Shepherd and the Flock 

14. Covenant of Blood 
 

Visit our web site www.christlightbearers.com for 

your copy 

 
POCKET MINISTER SERIES 

 
1. Spiritual Adoption 

2. Office Fellowship 

3. Fulfilled Father 

4. Fulfilled Mother 

5. Burden Bearer 

6. Moment of Tears 

7. The Name of the Lord 

8. Jonah In Humanity 
 



 

 - 89 - 

 

 

CHRIST LIGHT BEARERS PUBLICATIONS 
 

            EVANGELICAL TRACTS - FREE! 

 

1. A Dollar or a Kingdom 

2. Balanced Diet 

3. Good Ground 

4. Smoking Commander 

5. Waiting to Excel 

6. Chinese Recipe 

7. 17-Year Locusts 

8. Recycle Lesson 

9. You are Welcome 

10. Burden Bearer 

11. Musical Chairs 

12. Madman Preaches 

13. Beware of the Virus 

14. The Fine Line of the Century 

15. Another Solution is Murdered 

 

Also available at www.christlightbearers.com where you 

can print directly for office and personal evangelism 

OTHER BOOKS 

1. Beyond Human Reasoning   

2. Go to the Ant  

 

 

 



 

 
- 90 - 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 
My profound gratitude goes to Archbishop Emmanuel O. Powerson of 
Family Restoration Ministries International, the divine instrument that 
God used in publishing this book series. Blessed servant of God, I know 
that I cannot thank you enough but I am positive that God will continue 
to lift you up.  
 
My special thanks go to Ms. Elizabeth of Rose Hart Gifts Inc., 2110 
Merchants Row, Germantown, TN 38138, who permitted me to use the 
shoe photograph on the book cover. I am also grateful to my son, 
Opeoluwa Eleyinafe, who meticulously edited the book and fine tuned it. 
 
I am most grateful to my beloved wife, a faithful companion in Christ 
Light Bearers ministry. Darling, thanks for your prayers, contributions 
and cooperation through every stage of this project. Thanks be to my 
wonderful children: Ife, Ope, Tosin, Seun and Tolu for their 
encouragement, prayer and tremendous contributions to the projects of 
the ministry. Beloved, I love you all, Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 - 91 - 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

 

Michael A. Eleyinafe is a minister of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and a Holy Spirit-inspired Christian writer. He is a member of Deeper 
Life Bible Church, Bronx, New York. He is the President of Christ Light 
Bearers Inc. (www.christlightbearers.org), a non-denominational 
Christian Publication Ministry. 
 
Michael is a 1982 graduate of Yaba College of Technology and holds a 
Higher National Diploma in Accountancy. Michael believes he is called 
to render an account of good stewardship unto God in terms of reaching 
out to people with the word of God. This calling is evidenced in the 
publication of 15 Evangelical Tracts, 14 Book Series of Reflect on 
This! 8 Book Series of Pocket Minister and the publication of 
Personal Touch Bible Study a quarterly Bible Resources project that 
the Holy Spirit inspired him to publish. He also publishes the Weekly 
Bible Study, Daily Prayer Guide and soul-searching Christian articles on 
the Internet. Michael is a columnist in the West African News.  
 
Michael’s other books, Beyond Human Reasoning and Go to the Ant 
were published by End Time Wave Publications and American Book 
Publishing respectively. Michael wrote two songs “Song of Penitent 
Sinner” and “He is Coming Back” Michael is also a columnist in the 
West African News, New York. Michael is happily married and is 
blessed with five dynamic children. 
 

Michael A. Eleyinafe 
Christ Light Bearers Inc. 

P. O. Box 141, New York, N. Y. 10163 
www.christlightbearers.com 

www.thinkheaven.org 
 

e-mail: mike@christlightbearers.com 
maeleyinafe@gmail.com 

 

Tel. No.  (718) 825-6564 


