eeflect on dins! Series 12

b

Wichael A Bleyinate




Wallkimg
With Grace

BY

Michael A. Eleyinate



Copyright © Michael A. Eleyinafe, 2023. All rights reserved. No
part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying,
recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system,
without permission in writing from the publisher.

Christ Light Bearers Publications
P O Box 141, New York, NY 10163
www.christlightbearers.com

e-mail: mike@christlightbearers.org
Tel. No. (718) 825-6564

Walking With Grace

Manufactured in the United States of America

ISBN 978-0-9896653-6-0

Published by:

CHRIST LIGHT BEARERS INC.
P O Box 141, New York, NY 10163



ABOUT THE MINISTRY

Christ Light Bearers Inc. is a Christian Publication Ministry that God
endowed with a vision to reach out with proclamation of the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ to the entire world. We began our Internet
outreach in February 1999 with one important goal—to provide
positive and inspirational messages, as a better and righteous
alternative to some of the unsuitable and filthy information that is
available on the internet today. We thank God for helping us to touch
the world with the beauty of Jesus Christ with our various
publications. With 17 Evangelical Tracts, 13 series of Reflect on
This! Books, and 9 series of Pocket Ministers Mini-books, we are
trying to showcase some of the good things that God is doing in the
ministry. In addition, we publish Daily Devotionals, Bible Studies,
Christian Poems and Christian Articles on the internet.

To learn more about this ministry, please visit our website
www.christlightbearers.org or write to us using our contact address.



DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the
glory and honor
of

GOD ALMIGHTY

also, to

All the Bible Students in the entire world
who will not settle for less
but constantly seeking after the truth:
The truth shall make you free,
in Jesus Name, Amen.

Lastly, | dedicate this book

to all my grandchildren who,

by the grace of God will be

inspired by the word of God
in this book



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Words are not enough to express my sincere gratitude to my Beloved
Pastor, a faithful man of God, and my Bible instructor, who always makes
the word of God come alive during his Bible Teaching and Sermons. Thank
you for being a blessing to me and all the flocks of the Lord under your
guardians. The Lord Himself will reward your faithfulness.

| am also grateful to all my Pastors in our Church for their love, their prayers
and the way God is using them to be instrument of blessing to all the flock
of the Lord in His vineyard. The Lord will reward your labor of love in Jesus
name, Amen. My Beloved Brethren in the Church and in the Consulate thank
you so much for your love and prayers.

| am most grateful to my beloved wife, Veronica, my faithful companion on
earth, in the Lord and in Christ Light Bearers Ministry. Darling, thanks for
your co-operation, contributions, and prayers through every stage of this
project.

My profound gratitude goes to my eldest son, Dr. Ifecluwapo Eleyinafe who
out of his busy schedule meticulously edited this book and fine-tuned it.
Beloved sons, Dr. Opeoluwa Eleyinafe, Oluwatosin Eleyinafe, Oluwaseun
Eleyinafe and Toluwalase Eleyinafe also my daughter, Keasten Eleyinafe
and my grandchildren, Noah Eleyinafe and her sister Lindyanna Eleyinafe—
| just want to say thank you so much for your important roles in my family. |
sincerely appreciate your cooperation, encouragement, prayers and
tremendous contributions to the success of the projects of this ministry.
Beloved, | love you all, Thank you.

Vi



N

© o N o

Table of Content

The Art of Walking
The Dynamism of the Sole of Feet

The Purpose of Walking-Mobility
The Great Walk of The Faithful

>

YV YV VYV

Y

Walking Extra Miles with God ..
Walk in Peace in Godly Vision ..
Walk in Righteous Dream

Walk at the Pace of God

Walk in Obedience

Walk in Hope

Walk in Faith .

Walk with Message of Salvatlon

The Wrong Worldly Walk

A\

YV V V

>

Walking in the Mind of Idolatry
Walking in the Worldly Fashion
Walking on Dope

Walking Carelessly on the Internet Web

Walking in the Mind of Wickedness
The Word of God for Watchman

Walk Until Power is Transferred

Walk in glory with Legible Footprint ..

Walk in God’s Revelations
Reflect on This!

vii

13
21
29

29
32
38
40
42
46
52
54

59

62
65
68
73
78
88

91
101
111
123






CHAPTER
The Art Of Walking

At last, the baby crawled. This may not necessarily be a big deal to
many people because it is considered part of the normal development
of a baby growth. But it is very important to the parent to see their
baby take his first crawl. With joy in the heart of his mother and a
broad intent smile she adored her son’s first crawling. The mother
held the baby in her arms and kissed his forehead. And said,
“Congratulations, baby.” Perhaps her husband was preoccupied with
other activities in the house or somewhere else. Perhaps he missed
that defining moment. The mother will announce, “Honey, the baby
just crawled!” Of course, the father will be happy and elated. Walked
towards his wife and stroked the hairs of the infant and gave a peck
to his wife and mustered congratulations between a kiss. “Let us put
him down on the floor, | want to see him crawling,” he said. And the
mother did. But the little one won’t crawl now because he is busy
playing with another toy. However, the father wanted to get involved
in the celebration of the baby’s first giant step. He brought out his
digital camcorder. Eagerly he was waiting to record his subsequent
crawling.

The child might not understand what he had done. The only thing he
was aware of, even though he could not express it was that: he has
been lingering to reach for his favorite toy. Every time he attempts
to reach for the toy that was few feet away, he always falls from his
sitting position to his stomach on the floor. After much fruitless
struggles he would cry, and the mother would pick him up. But today
his approach was different. Although he had been focusing on the
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The Art of Walking

toy, he made gesture of desire to play with it with his small hands.
Now he was flat on his stomach, and his two hands were now on the
floor. Still watching the toy, he lifted up his body unwittingly and
moved his right knee forward. He now sensed that he was closer to
the toy than before. Again, and instinctively, he moved the left knee
forward. Almost he was getting closer to the toy. He repeated the
same moves, and he got hold of the toy. Impliedly the baby learnt
that effort is needed for every move to get anything he desires. His
desire to play with his toy was the motivating factor that triggered
off all the fussy movements that resulted to crawling.

Falling and crawling is part of the art of walking. Crawling may be
the only way of mobility of the infant now. The inherent
improvement which is characterized as part of normal growth of man
would soon manifest in the baby. The baby graduated from crawling
to moving from one place to another in his playroom by holding one
object to another and gradually dragging his feet along with him.
From making effort to stand holding objects to move around and
probably playing around in baby-walker toy, the baby will learn to
balance on his two feet. Every time he attempts to stand without
holding things, he may fall to the floor on his bottom. But he would
not stay on the ground. He would still try again.

One day the baby stood up. Although he was shaky, but he stood up
and balanced on his two little feet. This time he did not fall easily as
he always does. He held on for a while before he finally sat down.
He did it again and again. Balancing on one’s feet is not as easy as
the way we always look at it. The networks of the baby’s nervous
system and reflexes were in a complex working harmony with his
hands and leg muscles before he could stand. Deeper than the
physical that we can see and understand, those moment when the
child stood up still shaking, he did what Adam and Eve did when
they first stood up in the garden of Eden. These earthly parents did
not know what the earth was made of. They were not sure whether
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the ground could support them. However, they trusted in the Creator
who put them in the garden. Little did they know that the earth had
covenanted with God to support and sustain mankind for as long as
they live on earth. In that moment, the ground seemed to be yielding
to its additional responsibility in line with the covenant it had with
the Creator to support and sustain man in the way the sole of the feet
of the baby gripped the ground. Although there was no record of this
covenant, but the relationship of the sole of feet of man and the
ground pointed to an important covenant. In the record of creation in
the book of Genesis, we behold the express manifestation of the
covenant that God had with day and night. It was expressly revealed
in the scripture, that apart from the existence of the covenants, He
also appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth. “Thus says the
Lord: 'If My covenant is not with day and night, and if | have not
appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth...” (Jeremiah 33:20),
25) Whatever man does on earth, the sole of his feet or the enhanced
format of his mobility was the instrument that walked him upon the
earth to execute that deed.

Has it ever crossed your mind, when Adam and Eve fell into sin in
the Garden of Eden, God did not remove the breath of life from man?
God did not take away water from man, but God cursed the ground,
the habitation of man. “Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil
you shall eat of it All the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it
shall bring forth for you, and you shall eat the herb of the field.”
(Genesis 3:17-18) Our Heavenly Father the Righteous Judge did this
because He appoints the ordinances of heaven and earth. If there is
no relationship between man and the earth, the judgment of God for
the sin of Adam and Eve will not have affected positive functionality
of the earth. Upon the cursed earth and despite the untold problems
that mankind had subjected himself unto, the mercy of God still
prevailed. The farmers are still planting, and the seed germinate and
there have been seasons of harvest. The rain of the mercy of God still
falls upon the activities of man on earth. Great inventions are
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achieved. Amazing discoveries are made. Great empires emerged.
Great men and women walked on this earth to accomplished great
deeds. There are many remarkable beautiful edifices of the
handiwork of man on earth and many more will still emerge. What
would have been the beauty of the earth if man did not desecrate the
earth to attract the cursed judgment of God upon the earth? Imagine!

Back from the little digress, when it became obvious that the child is
preparing to walk, the mother did everything to encourage him. In
the front of the standing baby, his mother will hold his toy to attract
his attention. His quest was no longer only to reach for the toy but
also to reach for his playmate—his mummy. The eyes of the standing
baby were now on the toy in the hands of his mother. He is totally
engrossed with the pursuit of getting the toy from his mother.
Unconsciously he moved the first leg forward and simultaneously the
second leg followed. Gradually he got close to the toy and collected
from his mum. His mummy greeted the victorious quest of walking
with a round of applause and a big hug.

Perhaps you are wondering why all these celebrations for walking
are. If a child can walk, it is an indication that he is mentally capable
of performing locomotion activities. Impliedly, as a result of this,
many ample opportunities are open to him on earth to explore
uninhibited. There are many grown-up children that cannot walk
today because of one problem or the other. Situations subjected some
to undergo therapeutic activities in an attempt to help them walk.
Some are permanently disabled because of one reason or the other
and thereby become a burden to themselves and to their loved ones.
Being disabled is not synonymous to uselessness because there are
many disabled individuals that had achieved great and marvelous
deeds with their well-organized minds.

Just like that was the first step of a baby. It is a major breakthrough.
This is the step that first defined him as an individual that can move
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around to get certain tangible things done on earth. Whatever the
world before him will become, he is one of the potential great
competitors. And whatever man is to achieve on earth is of great
interest to God. That was why His word came through the song of
David, “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He
delights in his way.” (Psalm 37:23) Order my steps in thy word: and
let not any iniquity have dominion over me. (Psalm 119:133)
Because the Lord orders the steps of the righteous, if the child
chooses to walk positively in righteousness, this same physical step
of walking that just began in the process of normal physical growth
will eventually end up in the stardom of his accomplishing great
leaders of tomorrow in the society.

Michael Jordan one of the greatest athletes of the 20the century took
a step like that one day before he mastered the nooks and corners of
the basketball court in an acrobatic display of basketball movements
that earned him Air Jordan.” Jesus Christ, the Creator of the whole
universe took His first step one day in Nazareth like this when He
was a human baby before He walked in the anointing of Holy Spirit
throughout the entire region of the Jerusalem doing good with the
ministry of reconciliation of the earthly with divinity. Finally, He
walked the walk of pain to the place of Golgotha bearing His Cross
where he was lifted up in crucifixion for the sin of the whole world.
Apostle Paul once upon a time took this giant step when he was a
baby before he grew up to become the apostle of the Gentiles. He
was an ardent persecutor of the church during his years of ignorance.
After his conversion he became a righteous force to recon with in
evangelism. He was equipped with the wisdom of word and love of
God and stepped out in the strength of the word with the message of
gospel to the Gentiles. He walked in righteousness in the midst of
ungodly disseminating the message of salvation.

The baby can now walk to the sitting room to play with daddy if he
chooses to. The baby can now go to kitchen to see what mommy is
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doing there. As far as the baby is concerned, his coast has been
enlarged. He could walk out of the house to see what is going on
around his dwelling place. All this effort is intended for the purpose
of mastering his environment. After he is well conversant with his
environment, the increase in his age that associated with growth and
wisdom that goes along with it and most importantly, the norm of his
society for educating children will pave way for extending his quest
for walking great and glorious achievement on earth. All these begin
with a right giant step in walking.
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CHAPTER
The Dynamism of
the Sole of Feet

The most rugged part of the human body is the feet. If you embark
on a journey—Dby walking or by any enhanced device of walking—
vehicle, airplane, train and boat, it is the sole of your feet that
faithfully carry you along. The feet are the burden bearers of the
entire body. The body is never too heavy to balance on the feet even
if the feet are small relative to the size of the body. The feet balance
on the small bodily frame as well as the big frame. Even if a man is
strapping a big bag on his back or carrying a heavy load on his head
or shoulder, the feet still accommodate to bear extra weight and
continue to move on in cooperation.

The compactness of the flat-sole shoe or the excessive high-heel
shoe, the feet in any shape of shoe, would still cooperate to bear the
burdensome journey. Dust does not distract the feet—thanks to the
availability of socks in the modern day. Thorn in the pathway may
create ware and tears on the feet, may even be painful but the feet
still carry you along even if you are limping. Although far away from
the center of man’s consciousness—Dbrain, the feet still communicate
and cooperates with the entire body in order to flee from danger.

Tire of vehicles may be serving the similar purposes to provide
mobility to vehicles but certainly tire does not possess the same
ruggedness, intelligence, and dynamism as the feet. Tires must be
tucked into the circular steel rim, but the combination of skin and
very tough muscle of the feet separated by body fat to provide
cushion between the bone and the skin wrapped around the network
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of skeletal bones of the leg called phalanges. The elastic rubber tube
in the tire must be pumped before the tire can be strong enough to
roll under the weight of the vehicles but the feet does not require any
tube or pumping before it can walk. The tire can bust at a very high
speed and the hard friction of the road, but at the highest speed
attainable by man when running cannot bring damage to the feet. The
gears in the engine of the vehicle need to be adjusted to enhance
acceleration before it can climb a steep surface hill. On the contrary,
the small bones of the feet shape itself in an amazing flexibility for
the purpose of climbing a hill or walking on a slippery ground even
on a steep surface.

Every place you go, the feet or the means of your transportation
maintains a link with the earth unless you are in an airplane. Even if
it is an aircraft, it takes off the earth on the tarmac and it is a question
of time before it touches down on earth. Every time you walk on the
ground, the sole of your feet stamped the earth and marked the
ground, leaving a trail that you have been there before. Even on the
concrete or a hard surface where the sole of your feet can not mark,
the unseen fine dust from the sole still mark the surface. Whether the
sand erosion erased its marks on the earth, or rain wash it off, the
vibration of those giant steps on the surface of the earth was recorded
and continue to resonate by the awesome God the Creator of the
universe. The scientists have manufactured the Global Positioning
System that can locate the position of the instrument anywhere on
the surface of the earth through the satellite. The Heavenly Father
had created His own GPS (God Positioning System) on the feet of
man in His infinite wisdom, and He knew our whereabouts at any
point in time through the trail of our feet.

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall | flee from
thy presence? If | ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if

make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If | take the wings
of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall
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hold me. If | say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even
the night shall be light about me. Yea, the darkness hideth not
from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and
the light are both alike to thee. For thou hast possessed my
reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. | will praise
thee; for | am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are
thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well. (Psalm 139:7-
14)

At the battle line the feet carry the body swiftly to fight the enemies.
The foundational strength of a warrior is not his skill of usage of
weapon of war alone. It is not his mighty frame that determines his
ability. It is not the protective gadgets like shield and buckler. It is
his feet that can advance swiftly in boldness to the battle front to
present an opportunity for his skillful hands to launch an attack and
the strong feet that stood its ground to defend the victorious move. It
is his feet that hastily and swiftly withdraw itself from the hot battle
line to preserve the entire body in safety when the need arises, so that
the warrior, once again will be able to launch another attack against
the enemies in the battle line. The bulk of the boxer’s offensive and
defensive system emanated from the swift moment of his leg. In a
swift arrow movement, the boxer moves in to attack opponent.
Immediately after the attack, the feet move gleefully away, couple
with some bending and ducking of the counterattack of the opponent.

The “Secretary’ bird is a bird of prey, It is about 4 feet tall with long
legs. It looks trim and tidy like the 19" century office worker. That
is why the bird is tagged secretary. Although the secretary bird can
fly but most of the time it moves around in search of its prey. It can
cover up to 20 miles a day. That is why it is also known as ‘Africa’s
marching eagle.’ 1t mainly feeds on large insects and small
mammals, like snakes which it often stamps on prey with its legs
before swallowing whole. Perhaps you are wondering what brought
about the story of this bird? If this bird can use its legs as a weapon,
then you now understand that the legs of man had been the
instrument of offence by stamping to kill insects or small mammals
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before various weapons were invented. It is also an instrument of
defense that is prompted by the process of mind to run away from
the looming danger. God had empowered us to stamp and bruise
and crush the head of our enemies under our feet. “Thou shalt tread
upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou
trample under feet.” (Psalm 91:13)

One important thing to notice about our feet is that its natural motion
is forward. The intricacies of its creation are only set in forward-
default movement mode. It seldom reverses backward unless in an
extremely difficult situation. Physical walking in humanity simply
means taking those forwards steps while facing the direction of
where we are going. It is not always convenient for man to walk in
reverse direction while facing forward. The mechanism motor
vehicle tires are designed to allow them to reverse backward. The
vehicle can even run fast in a reversed mode. God did not create the
feet to be moving backward. The direction of man’s feet is a
proverbial message of his existence on earth. There are two important
lessons we can learn from this. As our feet are advancing to reach its
destination at the shortest time relative to our strength and the pace
we walk, we are expected to be advancing in all ramifications, in
knowledge and understanding of our relationship with the Creator.
We are expected to be advancing in righteousness and holiness in our
day-to-day activities according to our capability in anything we set
our hands to do on earth. Secondly, the way we always focus on a
direction while walking, all our endeavors on earth must be
purposeful. An uncoordinated individual is obviously walking zig-
zag in his mind while he is attempting to cover the shortest distance
of the two points of his life. This results into various distractions and
thus brings about a setback in the course of his life’s journey. Instead
of the normal flow of progress, physical and spiritual retrogression
sets in.
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Most of the bodily exercise is directly proportional to the strength of
the legs. You can run with your legs on the level ground or climb on
an elevated platform. Your feet can deal with any acceleration of
your entire body. The feet can run countless miles on a treadmill
machine bearing the weight of the body. Man depends upon the
strength and mobility of his legs in order to compete in any sporting
events. Doing push-up requires anchoring the entire body on the feet
and the arms, followed by pushing and lowering the entire body on
the fulcrum of both the arms and the legs. Perhaps you are wondering
why the two hind legs of dinosaurs and kangaroos are extraordinarily
big and strong; they are the hardest working parts of their entire
bodies. The hind legs bear the burden of the heavy weight of the
animals. Kangaroos walk on their hind legs most of the time. It hops
on the hind legs when running. It attacks and kicks with the hind legs
as its own means of defense. In the same vein, one of the hardest
working parts of the body of man is his landing gears—the feet.

In the amazing wisdom of creation of Almighty God, all the organs
of the body are in one way or the other connected to the feet. That is
why the first signal of physical tiredness is first noticed in the mild
pain we always feel around the several joints of the feet. The human
foot is so important that it had carved out a society of professional
for its cares and maintenance. According to The Society of
Chiropodists and Podiatrists, “Every year, two million sick days are
lost due to lower limb disorders in America. Prolonged standing,
walking, operating machinery, high heels, falling objects and
slippery surfaces are just some of the dangers we expose our feet
to in the workplace.”* The society was able to list the dangers we
subjected the feet to but did not enumerate the dangers the entire
body is subjected to when the poor feet is forced to cooperate with
the mind to go to an unprofitable place. The society could not

L www.feetforlife.org Feet for Life Month 2007, The Society of Chiropodist and
Podiatrist
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enumerate the spiritual consequences upon man when he rides on
their fearless sole of feet to inglorious place to partake in the evil
activities.

| have good news for you brethren. The scripture says, “But those
who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall
walk and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31) Those who wait on the Lord are
unstoppable. Physically they cannot be grounded. Spiritually they
cannot be hindered. The secret behind this is that they draw their
strength from the eternal source of energy in the word of God.

Perhaps you are wondering, and you desire to know the people that
are waiting on the Lord. They are people that are called by holy name
of the Lord. They are people that had seen the need to repent of their
sins and completely turn away from all forms of wickedness. They
are sanctified people that had severed themselves from worldliness
and look unto the Lord only. “If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn
from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14) They
are those that had been empowered and identified as the children of
God. “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God.” (John 1:12) “All that the Father giveth me
shall come to me; and him that cometh to me [ will in no wise cast out.”
(John 6:37) They are people that are exhibiting in the God-pleasing
faith. “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6) They are people that
put their trust in the Lord, and He had promised that they will not be
put to shame. “Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, | will not be
disgraced. Therefore, | have set my face like a stone, determined to
do his will. And I know that I will not be put to shame.” (Isaiah 50:7
NLT) They are the people that had consistently set their gaze on Jesus
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Christ. “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
(Hebrews 12:2) In as much as our Lord Jesus Christ is sitting on the
glorious seat of authority, at the right hand of the throne of God, His
children that are waiting on Him will not fail in their spiritual
endeavors. They shall not be weary, and they shall not be tired.
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CHAPTER
The Purpose of
Walking—Mobility

“I' see,” is a very short a sentence but a very powerful statement. It is
a common statement when people are having discussion. It generally
means, “I see from your point of view.” This is implying that we can
visualize a situation with the eyes of our minds. Another common
statement is, “seeing is believing. ” Although this is not applicable in
the spiritual life of a believer because the eyes of faith always believe
before seeing because “‘faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) The statement is
implying that we can physically behold a thing with our inner eyes
of hope and subsequently physical inspection will confirm its
manifestation. A faithful person is the one that is diligently and
patiently waiting in the Lord, focusing on the efficacy of the word of
God for divinity to permeate in humanity to unfold the glory of God.

For every walking steps of a man on earth, there is a purpose behind.
The purpose may be a laudable one or it may be a non-essential
purpose, but there is a reason for every place we go. When we behold
a situation with the eyes of our minds, the individual dream of man
or our individual heart desires may be the driving force or motivating
factors that spurs us into action about places we go. Desired
objectives and purposeful achievements may also be the reason why
we embark on a particular mission.

The feet transport you to that particular position and place where you
can visualize things yourself because personal physical inspection
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will guide us in our next line of action. The underline thought of man
at every stage of our walk is either “I am going to implement the
course of action that | have already planned or determined; or we say
to ourselves, “when I get to my destination, | will decide the next line
of my actions.” This is because our eyes are the windows of our
minds. They are also the input device of our mind. When you behold
the nature of a certain thing with your eyes, you will be able to
consider and process it in your mind. After ruminating about it, you
will come to a point of making a decision about what you are going
to do with what you had seen. The wisdom and inspiration to achieve
your goals on earth, the strength to effectively execute, manage,
process, modify, and repackage whatever you had seen are all gifts
of God. They are also the invisible products of your mind to make a
difference in the process of blessing humanity.

We can learn further about these two important discussions above
from the way some of the organs in our body are divinely
programmed by the Creator to actively and purposefully working in
harmony in our anatomy to bless our body.

Purposeful walking example is happening in our lives every day, but
hardly do we pay attention to the message of dedication the nature of
our bodies is teaching us. It is even happening under our noses. It
will amaze you when we unravel this mystery in this book. We all
know that our daily meals, be it breakfast, lunch or dinner are
enriched with various nutrients that is intended to minister health and
well-being to our body. Whenever the cells of our body need food,
we normally feel the effect of the hunger in our stomach. After
chewing our food properly in our mouths, we swallow it. That is all
we know about it and perhaps in most cases, that is all we care about
it. But little do we know that these morsels of food we swallow
traveled about 25 feet in every adult intestine until the last nutrient in
it is extracted to nourish our physical body. The journey of the food
does not end in our stomach, the shaft, that is, the waste product of
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our food is ejected from our system. But the interesting part of our
digestive system is that the relay intestines, called ‘jejunum’ and
‘ileum,” stand as the faithful middle-men mechanism of absorption
of the nutrients while the food stuff is passing through the twenty-
five-long intestine of man. The mystery of faithfulness and
purposeful walk does not end with the intestine in our anatomy.
After the absorption of the nutrients had taken place, the blood cells
in our body picked the nutrients rich extractions from the food and
carry them along as they travel in our blood arteries, blood veins and
in those tiny blood capillaries to ensure that nutrients are distributed
to all the billion cells of our bodies.

In one day, the blood travels a total of 19,000 km (12,000
miles)—that's four times the distance across the United
States from coast to coast. If all arteries, veins, and
capillaries of the human circulatory system were laid end to
end, the total length would be 60,000 miles, or 100,000 km.

That's nearly two and a half times around the planet Earth!

We can behold the immeasurable wisdom of God in the combination
of faithful and purposeful walking in the way nutritious food
intended for our body walk through our intestines in our alimentary
system and also through our blood circulatory system to minister to
the cells our bodies. We can trace the same principle of purposeful
and diligence distribution of spiritual blessing of God to the scripture.

“‘Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And
there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.
And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God
which worketh all in all. But the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal. For to one is given by the
Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge
by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to
another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another
the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another

2 http://health.howstuffworks.com/human-body/parts/facts-about-the-human-
body.htm Online information obtain on the internet on September 18, 2017
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discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to
another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh
that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as he will.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-11)

Consider the purpose and usefulness of food for the physical well-
being of man. Consider the diligence and purposefulness of the
organs in our bodies in processing the nutrients to bless us. Without
the presence of the necessary nutrients in our body, certainly we
cannot function effectively. Now side by side, compare the
importance of spiritual gifts that the Spirit of God had distributed to
believers. These spiritual gifts are the spiritual nutrients that we need
in the body of the Church in order that there may be spiritual vibrancy
in the body of Christ. Without these spiritual gifts, certainly there
will be stagnation in the spiritual life of the believers in the Church.
Jesus Christ did not send the disciples out to preach the word of God
without equipping them with the anointing power of Holy Spirit.
“And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he gave them
power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all
manner of sickness and all manner of disease.” (Matthew 10:1)
Christian Church did not commence world-wide operation of
evangelism without the resident of the Spirit of God upon the
disciples on the day of Pentecost. Jesus Christ promised the disciples
the resident power of Holy Spirit. “And, behold, I send the promise
of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye
be endued with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) The promise of
the Father is the power of the Holy Spirit. The manifestation of the
anointing and power of Holy Spirit took place in the city of Jerusalem
on the day of Pentecost. “And suddenly there came a sound from
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit
gave them utterance.” (Acts 2:2-4) The fact we need to understand
here is that the Third Person of the Trinity, known as Holy Spirit, left
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His Throne in Heaven and made His dwelling place in the heart of
the disciples of Jesus Christ so that we can function in the uncommon
power of God for the purpose of evangelism of humanity. Perhaps
you are wondering why we need spiritual power to excel in the
spiritual ministry. There is a limit to where our wisdom and physical
abilities can carry us along in our spiritual lives, but there is no
limitation in the power of God manifesting miracles in our lives for
the edification of the Church. This is why we must cooperate with
the Spirit of God in us and always yield positively to the impulses of
the Holy Spirit as He is guiding us in our Christian life journey. We
must not grief the Holy Spirit in us.

The disciples that received the divine touch of Holy Spirit exhibited
their powers in diver kinds of miracles. They walked the length and
breadth of the city of Jerusalem preaching the message of the gospel
during the existing heated persecutions. They were emboldened by
the anointing of the Holy Spirit. They preached the word with
authority. They healed any kind of sickness by the anointing of Holy
Spirit on them without diagnosis and without any medication. This
was the time when there were no highly trained medical personnel
like our time and the present-day medical gadgets like Cat Scan and
MRI and X-ray had not been discovered by mankind. The sick people
were lined up on the road where Peter would pass by so that his
shadow might manifest healing on them. “As a result of the apostles’
work, sick people were brought out into the streets on beds and mats
so that Peter’s shadow might fall across some of them as he went by.
Crowds came from the villages around Jerusalem, bringing their sick
and those possessed by evil spirits, and they were all healed. ” (4cts
15:15-16) The lame stood up and walked at the utterance of the
mouths of the servants of God. “Then Peter said, Silver and gold
have | none; but such as | have give | thee: In the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk. And he took him by the right
hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet and ankle bones
received strength. And he leaping up stood, and walked, and entered
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with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.”
(Acts 3:6-8) The dead were raised up and came back to life. The faith
of the people manifesting in the divine ability of the Holy Spirit
worked miracles in the ministries of the Apostles. Many people
believed. Joy filled the hearts of the people that benefited in the
uncommon power and merciful grace of God. The people were fully
persuaded by the message of salvation from the mouth of the
disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ. This led to the break forth of great
revival during their time because the hearts of many were turned to
God.

Assuming Peter and the rest of the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ
did not walk diligently and purposefully with the grace and power
that the Lord had endowed them, imagine what would have been the
end of the people in their time. Many would have died in their
dreadful diseases and afflictions. Many would have perished in their
unbelief. So many would not have heard about the message of
salvation.

“For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far
country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto
them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another
two, and to another one; to every man according to his
several ability; and straightway took his journey. Then he that
had received the five talents went and traded with the same,
and made them other five talents. And likewise he that had
received two, he also gained other two. But he that had
received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord's
money.” (Matthew 25:14-18)

Whatever step you take to manage your decision-making processes
on earth, it is your legs that bear the burden of your whole body and
personality to commence a task and able to complete it. When your
feet are gracefully moving you around, it carry along your
personality, your intellect and wisdom, your integrity, your
identifying spiritual status in the society, your spiritual abilities and
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your capabilities. If you are a believer, you also bear the presence of
the Holy Trinity with you. At every point in your walk, you are
expected to live up to the expectation of your physical ability and
your spiritual status in the Lord for the glory of God.

The anointing of the Holy Spirit are the proverbial talents that the
Heavenly Father had given each of us that we will certainly give
account of at last. Some are endowed with anointing of persuasive
eloguence to preach the word of God like Apollos. “And a certain
Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and
mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.” (Acts 18:24) Some have
the gift of prayer. They were endowed a unique ability to seek the
face of God like Moses, Daniel, and Nehemiah with resultant express
breakthrough. “Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou
didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy
God, thy words were heard, and | am come for thy words.” (Daniel
10:12) Some are natural spiritual teachers. Some are manifesting in
work of miracles of healings, and some are endowed with spirit of
wisdom and knowledge. All these gifts are expected to be employed
and put into use in the services of the Lord for the edification of the
Church. The Christians are the bearer of various spiritual nutrients
called anointing of the Holy Spirit that God intended to empower,
revive, and quicken the souls and spirit of people that He had given
us the grace to reach. We are the living agents of God to bring
salvation to the doorsteps of the sinners so that they will not perish.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life.” (John 3:16) We are His eyes, His hands, and His legs to walk
the nooks and cranny of this earth with the message of gospel. When
we are deploying these gifts of God in our Christian life journey, it
is the sole of our feet that cooperate with the rest of our body do
exploit on earth.
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The servants that made profit with their talents were honored and
commended. “And so he that had received five talents came and
brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five
talents: behold, | have gained beside them five talents more. His lord
said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, | will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” (Matthew 25:20-21) The
servant that buried his talent and did not put it to use was condemned
and judged. And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the
earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. His lord answered and said
unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap
where | sowed not, and gather where | have not strawed. And cast ye
the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 25:25-26, 30) We cannot afford
to be stagnant with the power of Holy Spirit. We cannot afford to
frustrate the grace of salvation in our lives. The first century disciples
ran with the power of God to evangelize the whole world. Our
salvation and our stand in the Lord today are the express evidence of
their faithfulness. Therefore, diligence, commitment and purposeful
usage of the grace that had been extended to us is required in order
to profit with the spiritual power for the glory of God.
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CHAPTER
The Great Walk
of the Faithful

Walking Extra Miles with God

It is amazing that the activities of the righteous men of God of old
were classified as ‘walk.” It was first mentioned of Enoch that he
walked with God. For 365 years that he lived that was regarded as
youthful age during his time, he exhibited a God-pleasing
righteousness that afforded him the precious grace in the sight of
God. He walked in the physical realm with God to eternity. It means
that anyone that is not living a righteous life is not even crawling not
to talk of walking.

It is very important to study the sequence of the steps of the righteous
men in order to know why they are the favorites of God. The spiritual
search light of God was upon Abram (Abraham) in order to bless him
and make him a blessing. The commandment of God required
Abraham to take a walk far away from the place of his birth because
the purpose of God could not be accomplished amidst the crooked
generation of Abraham’s kindred.

One of the most difficult projects of man on earth is to embark on the
project of change. Even if the change is rewarding and pleasant and
easy to accomplish, man always like to avoid changes. Man always
prefers the known mediocre life to unknown marvelous life that a
change will bring. That was why the Israelites preferred the onions
and garlic of pain in Egypt to the milk and honey of peace and
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prosperity in the Promise Land. This is why some people find it
difficult to embrace a change of life that will lead them to salvation
and eventual eternity in Heaven. Unfortunately, they prefer the
sorrow and pain that the present worldliness is offering man to
unknown marvelous beauty of eternity with Christ. It is always very
difficult to depart from the place of one’s birth to a new environment
you did not know anything of.

Obedience of Abram was all that God needed to bless Him. With
obedience, he aligned himself with the plan of Almighty God. He
simply packed his bags and set out to follow the fingers of God to
where He will point to him to go. The moment Abram followed the
leading of God; the Heavenly Father’s ministration of blessing
faithfully flowed to bless Abram. The riches and wealth he first
experience in life during his relationship with God was like a tip of
the iceberg in comparison with what God had in store for him and
his generation yet unborn. They were nothing compared with the
blessings God had in store for him. Along the line in the relationship
of Abram with God, the Heavenly Father entered into covenant with
Abram.

In the course of the journey of Abraham there are so many
remarkable events. We are considering the events that are relevant to
the subject matter of this book. One day Abraham was by himself at
the heat of the day. He saw three men afar of, he ran after them and
invited them in. After he had lavishly entertained the three strangers
without knowing they were angels, Abraham walked along with
them to see them off in a kind gesture as if the entertainment were
not enough. In the western world, after receiving a visitor and
entertaining him, when the visitor is departing, you simply bid him
good-bye and shut your door leaving the visitor to sort himself out to
continue his journey. Abraham did more than that. He journeyed on
with the visitor. He walked an extra mile with them to keep them
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company on their way not knowing that he was journey on with God
Almighty. Along the way he was opened to uncommon information.

And the Lord said, "Shall | hide from Abraham what | am
doing, since Abraham shall surely become a great and
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed in him? For | have known him, in order that he may
command his children and his household after him, that they
keep the way of the Lord, to do righteousness and justice,
that the Lord may bring to Abraham what He has spoken to
him." And the Lord said, "Because the outcry against Sodom
and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave,
I will go down now and see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry against it that has come to
Me; and if not, | will know. (Genesis 18:17-21)

The Heavenly God, the Righteous Judge, the Creator of Heaven and
earth was not obligated to inform Abraham of what He was about to
do regarding His imminent judgment against Sodom and Gomorrah.
God did not tell Abraham when they were under the Mamre tree. But
our Heavenly Father always does things according to the precept of
His word. “Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals His
secret to His servants the prophets.” (Amos 3:7) But because
Abraham positioned himself to receive this information by walking
extra mile with to God while seeing Him off as part of his kind
gesture, he was able to get his blessing in full. The divine information
about the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah he received trigger off
his intercessory prayer for the city and the horrendous sinners in the
city. This is the foundational reference of the prayer intercessors—to
walk extra mile in mercy and kindness to humanity. “And I sought
for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in
the gap before me for the land, that | should not destroy it: but | found
none.” (Ezekiel 22:30) When God sought Abraham to stand in gap
before Him so that Sodom and Gomorrah will not be destroyed, God
was not disappointed because He found Abraham. Walk extra miles
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with God in intercessory prayer for the benefit of the perishing world
for their salvation.

Walk in Peace in Godly Vision

The unique life of Jacob is very interesting. It is interesting simply
because it was a walk of a sinner that was transformed to walking
hand in hand with God as a saint. Jacob was the younger twin sons
of Isaac and Rebecca. The name of his older brother is Esau. There
was nothing fascinating about the name of Jacob because it means
‘supplanter.” Just like his name he lived a life of deceit. By
bargaining and trickery, Jacob got the birthright and the blessing that
was intended for his twin, Esau. One day, Jacob was having a mouth-
watering pot of lentil in his hand. The aroma of the porridge triggered
the hunger-ridden Esau to approach Jacob his brother for a piece of
the food. Jacob was not ready to give anything for free. He demanded
for the birthright of his brother for a pot of lentil. Jacob told Esau,
“Not so fast, brother.” “Give me your birthright in exchange for the
porridge.” Although there is nothing wrong in using what you have
to obtain what you do not have. But it was not expected to be the
magnitude of staking the enormous value of birthright for a plate of
porridge in a family. Perhaps you are itching to know, and you are
about to say, “What is special about the birthright among the Jews?
Birthright is a special privilege accorded to a first-born: which
include the right to choose first, a right of double portion of the share
of inheritance of the family allotted to the first-born. It is also the
right to be the family chief and priest. Perhaps Esau thought it was
joke bearing in mind the petty arguments and silly negotiations
between siblings of the same parents. However, the thoughtlessness
of Esau made him despise the value of birthright. With verbal
agreement, he relinquished the birthright for the porridge. But the
spiritual consequence of his thoughtlessness was disastrous. He ate
the porridge, licked his finger but lost his birthright forever.
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As the twins grew up, Esau became a favorite of his father Isaac
because he was a hunter. And Jacob became a favorite of his mother,
Rebecca. When Isaac their father was at the close of age, he asked
Esau the first born to go out in the open country and hunt for a wild
game and make him sweet smelling venison, that he might eat and
blessed him before he died. Rebecca overheard the conversation of
Isaac and Esau. She was determined to outwit Esau and rob him of
the blessing of his father in favor of her favorite son, Jacob. Rebecca
called Jacob, in order to advise him of what to do to trick the old
man. She instructed him to bring one of the domestic animals that
she would use for the venison. Jacob hesitated about the plan
because he sensed that his father might recognize his voice and
perhaps touched his smooth skin because his brother, Esau was hairy.
But Rebecca his mother insisted and advised him to cover his hands
with animal skin. With a feminine touch Rebecca prepared delicious
venison and asked Jacob to present it to his father.

Jacob brought the venison to his father as planned. But Isaac was not
a fool of anyone. He sensed fraud in the air. Being a blind old man,
he could not accurately decode it because he did not tell Jacob to
prepare wild game venison for him. He only requested Esau to
provide venison for him not Jacob.

“How did you find the game quickly?” Isaac asked Jacob who was
in the deceptive robe of Esau

“The Lord your God brought it to me.” Jacob lied.

“Are you really my son Esau?” Isaac asked.

“I am.” Jacob answered.
“The hairy hands resembled that of Esau, but the voice sounded like

that of Jacob,” Isaac said. However, Isaac ate the venison of Jacob
and blessed him. He said:

Surely, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field which
the Lord has blessed. Therefore, may God give you of the
dew of heaven, of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain
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and wine. Let people serve you, and nations how down to
you. Be master over your brethren and let your mother’s sons
bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and
blessed be those you bless you!” (Genesis 27:27-29)

Shortly after this, Esau came in with the original requested venison
for his father. Devastation was not enough to describe the feelings of
Esau. He was consumed with overwhelming anger. He avowed to
kill Jacob who by deceit stole his blessing.

The deceptive actions of Jacob and Rebecca were absolutely wrong.
It was morally wrong and spiritually sinful. On the other hand,
“Either by hook or by crook, can anyone blame Jacob for taking
possession of the firstborn’s birthright blessing that he had
contractually bargained for with a pot of porridge?”” And the Lord
said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, two peoples shall be
separated from your body. One people shall be stronger than the
other. And the older shall serve the younger.” (Genesis 25:23) If God
preferred Jacob to Esau when both of them were still in the womb of
Rebecca; it is the prerogative of the all-powerful and faithful
Almighty God to manifest His purpose in the life of His chosen
person. God does not require any assistance from anyone to
implement His purposes in the life of His creatures. You know the
rest of the story.

After Jacob had successfully and crookedly deceived his father and
robbed Esau of his blessing, Rebecca his mother told him to take a
walk for his safety. For the purpose of safety Jacob flee to escape the
wrath of his angry brother as the consequence of his deceit. We can
now see that one can take a walk to allow peace to reign in a
tumultuous situation. Spiritually, the baton has been passed to Jacob.
The relay-baton of generational covenant that began with Abraham
and his seed has been passed to him. The heavens focus was now on
Jacob. On his way to Laban his mother’s brother, the night came, and
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fatigue set in his long journey. He prepared a sleeping place for
himself using a stone as a pillow. In his night dream he saw a ladder
that reached heaven and angels of God were ascending and
descending on it. And behold, the Lord stood above it and said,

‘Il am the Lord God of Abraham your father and the God of
Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and your
descendants. Also your descendants shall be as the dust of
the earth; you shall spread abroad to the west and the east,
to the north and the south; and in you and in your seed all
the families of the earth shall be blessed. Behold, | am with
you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you
back to this land; for | will not leave you until | have done
what | have spoken to you.” (Genesis 28:13-15)

You will notice that the wording of the encounter of Jacob with God
was very close to the wording of the calling of Abraham Genesis
12:1-3. Of course, it is the same blueprint of faith from the same
Master Builder. When Jacob was running away, little did he know
what was waiting for him in Bethel? He did not know that he was
going to experience divine visitation of God. He did not know that
his walking to the wilderness for the sake of peace was that the
heaven was positioning him to obtain the reenactment of the
covenant of Abraham. He did not know that he was walking towards
his calling and divine destination of God in his life.

That was the turning point in the life of Jacob. The vision was so
vivid that he forgot the problem that was pursuing him. He said,
“Surely the Lord is in this place and I did not know it.” “How
awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God and
this is the gate of heaven! When he woke up, the spiritually
transformed Jacob set up a pillar as an altar unto God and made a
VoW saying:

“If God will be with me and keep me in this way that | am
going and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, so that

-35 -



The Great Walk of the Faithful

| come back to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord
shall be my God. And this stone which | have set as a pillar
shall be God'’s house and of all that You give me | will surely
give a tenth to You.” (Genesis 28:20-22)

Take a walk from trouble because it has two-way spiritual solution.
Time heals as the anger of the hurting party subsided. It is also the
time the wrongdoer reflects on his inadequacies and repents of his
sin. But in the case of Jacob, it was more than this two-way solution.
Situation made him to take a walk to discover the vision of God. The
glorious vision made him to determine to establish a relationship
with God. And determination made him to respond to the calling of
the Heavenly God. Jacob was called a “supplanter” because he twice
deprived his brother Esau of his right as the firstborn son. He too was
also deceived by his uncle, Laban. After Jacob had labored for Laban
for seven years as a bride price for his daughter, Rachel, on the night
of the consummation of the marriage, he deceived Jacob and gave
him Leah his senior daughter. When Jacob discovered that he had
been deceived, he confronted Laban and asked, “What is this thou
hast done unto me? did not | serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore
then hast thou beguiled me? And Laban said, It must not be so done
in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn. Fulfil her
week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt
serve with me yet seven other years.” (Genesis 29:25-27) Jacob again
served another seven years for the bride price of Rachel. Not only
this, ten times had Laban changed the contract of the wages of Jacob.
“And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten
times,; but God suffered him not to hurt me.” (Genesis 31:7) You may
say he reaped the fruit of deceit he had sown, nevertheless, Jacob did
not lose sight of his walk in the vision of God. At the appointed time,
Jacob decided to return to Bethel.

Esau, his twin brother who had vow to kill him was between him and
the purpose of God for his life. Wealth was no longer his problem
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because he had abundant of material wealth. He was also blessed
with a large family and so many servants were under the service of
Jacob. He was so fearful of Esau his brother. Even if he had
possessed military strength to engage in war against his brother Esau,
but Jacob was not scheming for war. He was not engaging in military
battle logistic to obtain victory against his brother. He boldly
attempted to walk in peace toward his waring brother, Esau.

“And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which
came to his hand a present for Esau his brother; Two hundred
she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and
twenty rams, Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine,
and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten foals. And he
delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by
themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me,
and put a space betwixt drove and drove. And he commanded
the foremost, saying, When Esau my brother meeteth thee,
and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and whither goest
thou? and whose are these before thee? Then thou shalt say,
They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a present sent unto my lord
Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us. And so commanded
he the second, and the third, and all that followed the droves,
saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye
find him. And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is
behind us. For he said, | will appease him with the present
that goeth before me, and afterward | will see his face;
peradventure he will accept of me. So went the present over
before him: and himself lodged that night in the company.”
(Genesis 32:13-21)

Jacob did not lean on his own understanding. He took unusual step.
He engaged in the ultimate battle with the Living God on his knees
against the battle of his life by seeking the face of God. He did not
leave the Heavenly host until He blessed him. “And he said, Let me
go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except
thou bless me. And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said,
Jacob. And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but
Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and
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hast prevailed.” (Genesis 32:26-28) In absolute humility he
approached is brother with peace. He offered generous peace
offering in form of droves of animals to appease him. He made his
family to bow down in humility before his brother Esau. The
peaceful gesture of Jacob paid off. Divine intervention of God
prevailed. Esau was completely subdued by the humility of Jacob.
What followed after this divine encounter was a peaceful victory
over the perennial problems between the two brothers. “And Esau
ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, and kissed
him: and they wept.” (Genesis 33:4) After Jacob’s encounter with
the Heavenly King, the twenty years long hostility between him and
his brother Esau came to an end in a victorious peace for the glory of
God.

Walk in Righteous Dream

The Heavenly God is the architect of our life. The same was true in
the life of Joseph. He was the beloved of his father, Jacob. He was
the first born of Rachel, the beloved wife of Jacob who was barren
for so many years before God bless her womb. Along the line Rachel
died after the birth of Benjamin. Joseph was gifted with the gift of
dream. He had a dream and recounted the detail of his dream in the
presence of his half-brothers. In his dream he saw that the sun and
moon and eleven stars were bowing down to him. In his clear
conscience, he was not insinuating (suggesting) that his parents and
his brothers will bow down to him. Joseph was not seeing with the
eyes of sinfulness, neither did he think that his brethren can be
thinking evil of him. That was why he spoke credulously and
innocently in the midst of his brethren. But his brethren did not have
the same righteous heart. They were jealous of him and they hated
him.

One day he visited his brethren in the shepherd field. His brethren
connived and conspired against him and say, “The dreamer is
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coming, let us kill him.” Obviously, they wanted to kill him with his
dream. One of them suggested, ‘do not let us kill him. Let us put him
in a dry pit.” When the slave traders were passing by, one of his
siblings suggested, “Do not let us kill him. Let us sell him to the slave
trader and report back to our father that a wild animal had killed
him.” This is a popular story in the bible, and many of us are
conversant with it. In a nutshell, hatred of his Joseph’s brethren
forced him out of the comfort zone of his father’s love at a tender
age. As a slave he became helpless, but he did not lose hope. His
dream was intact with him. He never knew how the dream was going
to materialize. He never knew the path of the fulfillment of God
concerning his life was going to take. Our merciful father, the author
of our dream was watching over Joseph. Although he was helpless,
but he continued to walk righteously within the available opportunity
he had. God blessed the household of his master, because of Joseph.
He also received divine favor of his master because of the integrity
of his heart; his master committed all his affairs into the hand of
Joseph. When the combination of business acumen of Joseph
blended with his honesty, faithfulness and good looking, he became
the envy of everyone around him. Even the wife of Pontiphar was
eyeing Joseph with sinful eye of envy. She cornered Joseph when her
husband was not around and demanded sexual relationship from
Joseph. But Joseph, a thoughtful servant refused and said, “Behold,
my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath
committed all that he hath to my hand; There is none greater in this
house than I, neither hath he kept back anything from me but thee,
because thou art his wife: how then can | do this great wickedness,
and sin against God? ” (Genesis 39:8-9)

From the comfort zone of his parent, Joseph walked through the dry
pit, to the house of slavery, to the dungeon of Egyptians, all these
happened because of his righteousness but he never gave up. He
continued to walk faithfully and righteously even in his harrowing
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experiences of dungeon towards his dream. Until the Merciful God
who was watching Joseph in his ordeal of life lifted him up from the
dungeon to the palace of Pharaoh in Egypt. Brethren, even if you are
helpless in the course of your journey on earth, walk in righteousness
towards your dream you will find the faithful God waiting for you to
lift you up and fulfill your righteous dream.

Walk at the Pace of God

Moses was born during the dreadful decree of Pharaoh that directed
that all male children of the Jews in Egypt should be thrown into the
River Nile. He was hidden in comfort of his mother for three months
until he could no longer be concealed. A floating ark of bulrush was
made, and baby Moses was peacefully laid in the ark in accordance
to the decree of the king. The innocent baby was not aware of the
decree and was not sensitive to the perilous situation he was. Moses
parents were deeply in sorrow but as slaves in the land they have to
abide with the wicked decree of the king that required that all male
children of Jews should be thrown into the river. There was no doubt
that the parent of Moses must have called upon the Lord God
Almighty to intervene in the salvation of their son that he might
receive divine favor of God in order to escape the dreadful decree of
the king.

Early in the morning before the entire village woke up. The daughter
of Pharaoh came to the Nile to bathe with a handful of handmaids.
Closed to the vicinity where she was swimming, she heard the cry of
a baby. At first, she was startled. She came near the spot to locate the
crying baby. She saw an unnamed baby floating in the Ark of
Bulrush. Immediately she perceived that the baby was one of the
victims of the harsh decree of Pharaoh. She ordered that the baby be
brought to her. She cuddled the baby in her arms. Perhaps she kissed
him. Miriam Moses sister came out of her hiding place and
approached the King’s daughter. She asked, “Can I get you a nurse
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to nurse the baby for you?” The King’s daughter indicated ‘yes.’
Miriam ran back home to call her mother. Moses mother was
employed in the Pharaoh’s palace to nurse the baby.

Moses was bread and buttered in the king’s palace. He was raised in
the rich wisdom of the Egyptians. He was known and addressed as
the prince of Egypt. At long last he realized that he was a Hebrew
and he identified with the oppressed people of Israel. Perhaps he
perceived that he was a born leader. As a potential leader in Egypt,
he took his stand against the oppressive treatment of the Israelites in
Egypt. It was as if he assumed leadership position before his calling.
One day there was a conflict between an Egyptian and an Israelite.
He took side and supported the Israelites to kill the Egyptians. The
matter became known to the authority. Moses, the acclaimed prince
of Egypt cannot face the sharp teeth of the law of the land. He fled
from Egypt and he became a fugitive. Instead of walking to his
stardom of leadership in Egypt, he walked in the solitary confinement
of wilderness tending the sheep and cattle of his father-in-law, a
Midianite.

The important lesson here is that, even if you are aware of your
calling, you have to be prayerful towards it. Do not jump the gun. Do
not usurp authority that has not been given to you. Do not assume the
leadership position until you are appointed. Walk at the pace of God
who called you, so that you will not be confined to the solitary
wilderness like Moses before the appointed time of God. Finally, the
mercy of God located Moses upon Mount Horeb. He woke up one
morning leading the sheep to the field. He saw a bush burning. He
said to himself, I will turn aside to see why this bush is burning and
yet was not consumed. As he turned aside, drew closer to the burning
bush he heard the voice of God. “And when the LORD saw that he
turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush,
and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw
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not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, 1 am the
God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” (Exodus 3:4-6) Finally Moses was called and
commissioned to lead the Israelites from the enslavement of the
Egyptian to the Promised Land. We will discuss how Moses
faithfully walked in the revelation of God in the subsequent chapter.

Walk in Obedience

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Send men to spy out
the land of Canaan, which | am giving to the children of
Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man,
everyone a leader among them." So Moses sent them from
the Wilderness of Paran according to the command of the
Lord, all of them men who were heads of the children of
Israel. Now these were their names: from the tribe of
Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur; from the tribe of
Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori; from the tribe of Judah,
Caleb the son of Jephunneh; from the tribe of Issachar, Igal
the son of Joseph; from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son
of Nun; from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphui;
from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; from the
tribe of Joseph, that is, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi
the son of Susi; from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of
Gemalli; from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael;
from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi; from the
tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. These are the names
of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses
called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua. Then Moses sent
them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, "Go
up this way into the South, and go up to the mountains, and
see what the land is like: whether the people who dwell in it
are strong or weak, few or many; whether the land they dwell
in is good or bad; whether the cities they inhabit are like
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camps or strongholds; whether the land is rich or poor; and
whether there are forests there or not. Be of good courage.
And bring some of the fruit of the land." Now the time was
the season of the first ripe grapes. (Numbers 13:1-20)

| always wonder why spying the land of Canaan is necessary. Up to
this time in the journey of the Israelites, the records of their
continuous movement did not indicate that it was their normal
practice to first of all spy out the land before they launch the attack
against the enemies. Whatever we thought does not really matter in
this case. One thing is certain, if it was not important to the mission
of the Israelites, God would not order the mission. Moreover, the
land of Canaan was different because it was their last bus stop. It was
the land that the children of God were going to dwell after they must
have defeated their enemies. No one knows the mind of God. But the
possible reasons why God told Moses to send the leaders of Israelites
to spy the land of Canaan could be categorized into two: namely—
secular reason and spiritual reason.

The secular reasons may include,

a. that the people of God might evaluate and assess the
military might of their enemies as far as they could
and also to consider and analyze the physical strength
of their city walls

b. that they might consider the population of the people,
the type of life they were living as well as the culture
of the people.

C. that the leaders might be provided with wealth of
information about the land at their fingertip for the
purpose of military planning and execution as well as
economic planning for the people when they finally
occupied the land.
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d.

Assessment of the fertility of the soil of the land for
agricultural purpose and other economic reasons. To
be well equipped with the ecological information of
the environment and possibility of bringing some of
the fruits of the land as evidence of their assessment.
To be well advised about the weather condition of the
environment, to study the survival method of the
inhabitants and so as to device a method of improving
on it for their own advantages before they occupy the
place.

The spiritual reasons may include:

The leaders might be endowed with the mental picture
of the beautiful land they were going to inherit. The
spiritual reason behind this is that whatever the eyes
of these appointed leaders have seen, whatever good
thought they perceived with the eyes of their minds
regarding the land, if they believe God for its
achievement, they will surely attain it. In addition to
this strong reason, God wanted to use the leaders to
stir up a great excitement in the heart of the people of
God. This will bring forth strong determination and
commitment in their mind and build up a strong will
in their heart to desire to possess the land that God
had given as inheritance to their forefathers.

The leaders had witnessed the power of God in the
time past. Perhaps we need to be reminded that these
experienced leaders of Israelites had beheld the great
wonders that God wroth in Egypt in order to defeat
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the enemies of Israelites. They have seen the Red Sea
parted into two for the Israelites to pass through on a
dry ground. They have seen the beginning of falling
manna and have witnessed the divine provision of
water from the Rock. They beheld the miraculous way
that God filled the camp of Israel with quails when
they needed meat in the wilderness. In short, they
have witnessed divers of miracles and divine
interventions of God in the course of their journey.
They have tasted and experienced the manifestation
of the power of deliverance of the Heavenly Father.
They were the instrument of faith in the hand of
Almighty God to testify to the entire congregation of
the Lord that they were able to possess the land. For
this purpose, the leaders were appointed so that they
combine their past experience of the power of God to
faithfully project into the vision of the glorious future
of Israelites occupying the Promise Land by faith.

Even if the children of Anak were in the land of
Canaan or better still, if there were obstacles here and
there in the land all these were there to add glowing
to the assorted color of glory of God that will be made
manifest. God desired that the appointed leaders to
summon up courage on their bended knees and lead
the entire congregation in the wilderness to seek His
face in prayer that they might overcome all the
problems they may encounter in the process of taking
over the land.

God wanted to use the mouth of the experienced
leaders of Israelites to confess positively and take
authority upon the land and establish a spiritual
dominance of the Israelites by faith. God expected the
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Israelites to take the possession of the land through
their spoken words as they walked up and down in it
during their exploration.

e. Above all God intended the leaders to apply the
principle of His spiritual possession upon the land
because He had previously declared in His word that,
“Every place on which the sole of your foot treads
shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon,
from the river, the River Euphrates, even to the
Western Sea, shall be your territory” (Deuteronomy
11:24) “Every place that the sole of your foot will
tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.”

(Joshua 1:3) God wanted the leaders to spiritually

take possession of the land that He had covenanted

with their forefather by walking through the land.

For the above reasons, the twelve honorable leaders of Israel were
sent on a mission on a specific assignment to:

Consider what the land is like;

Consider the people who dwell in it whether they are strong or
weak, few or many;

Consider whether the land they dwell in is good or bad;
Consider whether the cities they inhabit are like camps or
strongholds;

Consider whether the land is rich or poor; and

Consider whether there are forests there or not.

From the mission of the leaders of Israelites, we have seen how the
Heavenly God wanted His glory to be manifested among his people
through the appointed leaders. We have also seen the mystery of the
wisdom of our Heavenly Father, the Creator of Heaven and earth
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how He perfected the mission of possessing the land flowing with
milk and honey through the sole of feet—the unimaginable secret
spiritual instrument. Some call this spiritual mapping. God employed
the services of the sole of the feet of these leaders as a powerful
instrument in His hands to transport them to and fro in the mission in
order to accomplish the purpose of God. The sole of their feet
brought them to the very spot of the Land of Promise so that their
hearts can desire the inheritance. This will prompt their heart of
prayer and believe in God that He might make good of His promises
to give them the inheritance. With fervent prayer and positive
confession of their inheritance, the people of God would possess their
pOssessions.

Although the faithless report of the ten majorities of these leaders
was the bane of their failure in the mission but it did not negate the
amazing wisdom of God that specialize in manifesting His glory
using uncommon thing. These unfaithful leaders perished in the
wilderness. The faithfulness of the two minorities, Joshua and Caleb
received the Heaven’s attestation and commendation. “Surely none
of the men that came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and
upward, shall see the land which | sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac,
and unto Jacob; because they have not wholly followed me: Save
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite, and Joshua the son of Nun:
for they have wholly followed the LORD. ” (Numbers 32:11-12) The
faithfulness of the minority leaders paved the grace and the blessings
of the Promised Land to them. Walk obediently in faith!
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Walk in Hope

“‘And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the
gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we
die? If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is
in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we
die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of
the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they Kill
us, we shall but die. And they rose up in the twilight, to go
unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to
the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no
man there. For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to
hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the
noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the
king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites,
and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. Wherefore
they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and
their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and
fled for their life.” (2 Kings 7:3-7)

Leprous is an infectious disease. The disease is a terrible one. The
disease causes the fingers, earlobes and toes of infected person to
wither and fall off. For this reason, leprous people are colonized in a
confinement far away from the dwelling cities of healthy people,
usually in the outskirt of the city in order to prevent spreading of the
disease in the community. The lepers cannot work because no one
will offer job with someone with infectious disease. They only
depend on supplies and needs that the kind and thoughtful people in
the community can bring to them through a designated intermediary.
Lepers are considered unclean because of the nature of their
infectious disease. In the olden days, if peradventure the leprous
people have a need to move from one place to the other, they are
commanded by law to announce their presence. They would tie
noisy clangs on themselves that will make a loud warning noise to
inform the healthy people that unclean lepers are passing by so that
they will not be infected.
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There were four famous lepers in Israel dwelling in their confinement
in the outskirt of the city Samaria. An artificial scarcity was caused
by war when the Syrian Army besieged the Samaria. The water
resources for the people Samaria were cut off. The city dwellers
exhausted all their food resources. The helpless lepers were in daring
need of food. The healthy citizens that had access to the abundance
of resources in the city were facing the fieriness of the unpleasant
war and famine. They became so desperate to the extent that they
descended so low as to dip their hands into despicable abomination
of eating their babies because of the devastation of the famine. “What
aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, ‘Give thy
son, that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son tomorrow.’
So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto her on the next

day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son.”
(2 Kings 6:28-29)

With this ugly experience in mind, you will now understand how
desperate the four helpless, sick, and poor lepers would feel in their
colony. They dialogued with each other. They said, if they remain
in the confinement without food, they will die. If they go to Samaria
they will also die there because there is no food in the city. They
decided to go to the camp of the enemy, the Syrian Army, because
they had slim chances of living by subsisting on their left over. They
resolved to walk in hope in a faithful risk because doing nothing is a
greater risk. They came out of their colony and they headed to the
camp of the Syrian. As they were heading toward the enemy’s camp,
the loud clanging warning sounds on the passing bye lepers began to
produce an unusual scary sound that made the Syrian flee. “For the
Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots,
and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said
one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings
of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.’ (2
Kings 7:6) The Lord God Almighty caused the Syrians to interpret
the clinging warning sound of the lepers to be reverberating echo of
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chariots and noise of horses of a great army to face the Syrian in
battle. Perhaps you are wondering, and you ask, “Why should God
do that?” In order that the prophecy of Elisha, the servant of God
might be fulfilled, the Lord God Almighty, Who can do all things,
caused the Syrians to hear a strange sound of war. Elisha had earlier
said, “Thus saith the LORD, Tomorrow about this time shall a
measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley
for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.” (2 Kings 7:1) The Syrian
thought the King of Israel had hired the Hittites and Egyptians army
to come upon them. So they all ran away from their camps leaving
their abundance belongings and food resources behind. When the
four lepers got to the camp of Syrians they found no one. They
plundered and feast on the abundant food supplies they found in the
Syrian camp.

They did not keep the abundant provisions to themselves alone.
They remembered the city of Israelites that had been sustaining them
in their colony. They went back to Samaria to tell the people to come
and partake in the plunder of their enemies, the Syrians soldiers that
had suddenly vacated their camps. That was how God used the
desperate and hopeful survival walk of the four lepers as a powerful
weapon against the enemy of Israel. The people of have an unforced
easy victory upon the Syrians solders without engaging in physical
battle.

Our Lord Jesus Christ admonished us to walk in hope of the
faithfulness of our Heavenly Father. “So do not worry, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father
knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”
(Matthew 6:31-33 NIV)
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Walk in Faith

And suddenly, a woman who had a flow of blood for twelve
years came from behind and touched the hem of His
garment. For she said to herself, "If only | may touch His
garment, | shall be made well." (Matthew 9:20-21)

There are people who purposefully walk in faith, in an amazing hope
and received uncommon victory for their endeavors. The woman
with the issue of blood was a case in point. She beheld her victory at
a distance. She said to herself, “If I can touch the hem of His garment,
I will be made whole.” Perhaps you are wondering about what is so
special about the helm of the garment of Jesus Christ. Reading the
following scriptural passages will reveal two important bible
precepts that engineered her faith.

“And the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to the people of Israel:
"Throughout the generations to come you must make tassels
for the hems of your clothing and attach the tassels at each
corner with a blue cord. The tassels will remind you of the
commands of the LORD, and that you are to obey his
commands instead of following your own desires and going
your own ways, as you are prone to do.” (Numbers 15:37-
39 NLT)

“You shall make tassels on the four corners of the clothing
with which you cover yourself.” (Deuteronomy 22:12 NKJV)

This woman knew that the deep-blue tread in the tassel of the
clothing of our Lord Jesus Christ represented the word of God—the
commandments of God that the Israelites are called upon to obey.
She also knew that Jesus Christ is a true Rabbi whose tassels on his
hems were not worn in hypocrisy like the Pharisees. She also knew
that these tassels symbolically stood for the covenant of healing and
the word of God had been source of healing for the Israelites
throughout their generation.
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“Take the anointing oil and anoint him by pouring it on his
head.” (Exodus 29:7) “He poured some of the anointing oil
on Aaron's head and anointed him to consecrate him.”
(Leviticus 8:12)

Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and some of the
blood from the altar and sprinkled them on Aaron and his
garments and on his sons and their garments. So he
consecrated Aaron and his garments and his sons and their
garments. (Leviticus 8:30)

The priests in Israel in the olden days were specially anointed into
the office of the Priest before they can minister in the Temple. In
those days, the anointing oil is poured on the head of the priest. The
anointing oil soaked the robe of the priest, then the oil flowed through
the robe and the residue of the anointing settled at the edge hem of
the robe of the priest. The hem of the robe of the priest is rich in holy
anointing.

Therefore, the woman with the issue of blood believed that Jesus
Christ was a priest that was divinely anointed to minister to people.
So, she was faithfully guided by the covenant of the word of God to
seek for the residue of holy anointing oil on the tassels of the hem of
the garment of Jesus Christ.

With a purposeful determination and a hopeful living faith she joined
the throng of the multitude walking closed to Jesus Christ. Brethren,
this was a real physical struggling walking. | can imagine her linger
to navigate the position of our Lord Jesus Christ in a distance and the
physical efforts she would need to get to Him. | can visualize her
pushing and paving her way through the thronging of crowd around
Jesus Christ. Perhaps she stepped on someone and received a sharp
rebuke from them but quickly she would apologize and moved on.
She did not allow any distractions. Perhaps someone angrily elbowed
her, she moved on. She did not consider it as an offence. People with
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longer stride walking along only posed as a challenge her to increase
her pace. If need be, she was ready to outrun the fast-moving people.

Brethren have you ever considered the repulsive odor oozing out of
her infirmities? She did not allow any intimidation whatsoever to
stand between her and her deliverance. Perhaps she now got close to
Jesus Christ but bending down to touch His garment was a great task
partly because of the thronging. Many people got to this point and
they developed cold feet. Fear of failure that manifest in doubt did
not permit them to move further. They begin to drag their feet. Their
knees refused to bend to reach forth for their deliverance. They are
too mindful of their ego and their position in the society. They do not
want to be seen bending down to call upon the name of God in order
to reach forth for their victory. They are too elegant or too superior
to weep before the Heavenly Father who understands the language
of their tears.

This unnamed woman with the issue of blood did not give up. She
already lost her shame in her pain. Her ego does not matter as long
as her infirmity is taken away. In her attempt to bend down to touch
the hem of the garment of Jesus Christ perhaps someone accidentally
kick her from behind. You may not experience a direct physical
kicking of behind but what of back-biting of the jesters? Yours may
be discouragement like the experience of Blind Bartimaeus that was
asked to ‘shut up’ when he was pleading for mercy. “As Jesus and
his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the city, a
blind man Bartimaeus, that is, (the Son of Timaeus), was sitting by
the roadside begging. “When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth,
he began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many
rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more,
"Son of David, have mercy on me!” (Mark 10:46-48) 1t may be that
enemy suddenly shut a door of hope on your face to frustrate you.
Perhaps someone accidentally stepped on your tender fingers as you
are reaching forth to take hold of His garment causing excruciating
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pains. Who knows whether when she eventually touched the hem of
the garment of Jesus Christ, she fell, and this caused a mild stampede
on her? In any way, she walked her way through. Whether she slid
like a baseball player or dived like beach ball player to touch the hem
of His garment she got herself connected. Whether she pulled or
grabbed the tassels on the garment, she touched the hem of the
garment of the Savior. And by this, she plugged herself to the socket
of healing virtue of Jesus Christ. She tapped into the covenant of the
healing power in the word of God. “He sent his word, and healed
them, and delivered them from their destructions.” (Psalm 107:20)
And her healing took place instantly.

The heavenly security alerted our Lord Jesus Christ that His spiritual
power had been discharged. Our Lord demanded, “Who touched
me?” The Disciples of Christ did not understand the quest of the
ailing woman, but Christ was not ignorant of it. They simply
responded, with the multitude that thronged upon you, you are
asking, “Who touch me?” He demanded again, “Somebody touched
me because virtue has gone out from me.” The virtue from the Lord
Jesus Christ had gone forth to the virtuous woman who walked in
faith in the midst of the multitude that thronged on Jesus Christ. She
walked in hope and in faith and was made whole. Walk purposefully
in faith to receive the divine touch of the Savior.

Walk with Message of Salvation

It is amazing that the greatest commission our Lord Jesus Christ to
all Christian was hinged on the principle of walking. He said “Go to
the world” meaning, walk to and fro through the entire world with
the message of salvation. Our Lord Jesus Christ began the mission of
mercy by setting aside His glory in Heaven and walked on this earth
with the message of salvation. Many miracles He did to affirm the
authentication of His message to prove to the whole world that the
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message He brought to mankind is the heart desire of the Heavenly
Father. He sealed this mission of mercy with His own blood on the
Cross of Calvary.

The twelve apostles were sent out at the command of the Master to
preach the message of salvation. In the strength of the word of God
that they were all prepared, partook and witnessed, they were
empowered with the grace and power of God to walk through the city
of Jerusalem to preach to the people that the kingdom of heaven is at
hand. Jesus Christ commanded them to heal the sick, cast out the
devils. “And when he had called unto him his twelve disciples, he
gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to
heal all manner of sickness and all manner of disease.... 4And as ye
go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils ” (Matthew 10:1, 7-
8)

The seventy disciples were also commanded by the Master Jesus
Christ to walk through the land to preach the message of salvation.
“After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent
them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither
he himself would come. ... And heal the sick that are therein, and say
unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. ... Behold, 1
give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all
the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.”
(Luke 10:1, 9, 19) The approach of the Master and His message were
not different from the way His servants obeyed His commandments.
Faithfully they walked through the nooks and corners of the city of
Jerusalem with the message of salvation and they all came back with
an excellent report to the Master.

The early faithful Christians patiently waited to receive the power of
Holy Spirit, faithfully walked at the nick of time to impart the good
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news unto mankind. “And, behold, I send the promise of my Father
upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued
with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) The Greatest commission is
the project of the Merciful God to deliver the perishing soul. The
commission is a mystery of salvation that manifest through walking,
talking, and loving. It involved taking the risk of walking into the
risky perilous environment in the name of God. It involved speaking
to the audience that did not want them to preach in the name of Jesus
Christ. They were not perturbed by the persistence persecution that
they constantly and consistently experiencing. It involved loving the
unlovable in order to reach out to the ignorant perishing souls even
at the cost of the lives of the believers. This is one of the secrets of
the success of evangelism among the early Christians. They waited
in prayer before the Lord to be endowed with the power of Holy
Spirit. They were sent—that is, walk—to position themselves in a
strategic position for the glorious purpose of evangelism. They
launch the anointed power of the Holy Spirit through their anointed
tongue. The Christian believers all over the world today are the
express evidence of their faithful walk of salvation. Walk in the
strength of the power of God with the message of salvation.

Perhaps we are wondering why the children of God that had seen the
light of the truth of God’s word, who knows the value of salvation
should do everything to reach out to sinners with gospel messages.
This is what the Scripture says, “For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.” “How then shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not
heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall
they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad
tidings of good things!” (Romans 10:10, 14-15) As long as the
sinners do not have access to the spiritual information that will lead
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them to their salvation, they will perish in the ignorance of their sins.
But if they are equipped with the truth; and they also have the
accompanying grace and basis of truth that they need to build the
foundation of their faith on to enhance them to embrace salvation,
they will be able to navigate the narrow road to their salvation.
Remember, if our Lord Jesus Christ did not come to this world to
teach humanity and prepare our minds for the heaven above, we will
still be roaming in the sea of worldliness now. His teaching revealed
our sinfulness and also guided us to take a decisive step of receiving
salvation. Before Christ came to this world, humanity did not have
a clue about how to approach God for forgiveness of our sins and
reconciliation with our Creator.
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CHAPTER
The Wrong Worldly Walk

When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, your lives
will produce these evil results: sexual immorality, impure
thoughts, eagerness for lustful pleasure, idolatry,
participation in demonic activities, hostility, quarreling,
jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish ambition, divisions, the
feeling that everyone is wrong except those in your own little
group, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other kinds of
sin. Let me tell you again, as | have before, that anyone living
that sort of life will not inherit the Kingdom of God. (Galatians
5:19-21 NLT)

When righteous people failed to come out to demonstrate and
exemplify righteous living and introduce the culture of holiness and
righteousness to the community, then immorality and obscenity took
the stage. To this end let me say emphatically that God the Creator
of every living being loves every human being he had created. God
also loves righteousness but hates wickedness according to the
scripture passage in Psalm 45:7 “Thou lovest righteousness, and
hatest wickedness...” Adultery, bestiality, homosexualism and
lesbianism are variation of some of the sexual immoralities and other
sinful habits that had engulfed our societies today are all against the
commandment of God. There are other immoral attitudes and
various negative ways of life that are associated with the
aforementioned immoralities. They include alcoholism and immoral
appearance just to mention a few. When one is under the influence
of alcohol, he could be involved in anything bizarre because he is
temporarily out of his mind. Most of the people that are involved in
the above-mentioned immoralities stepped into the sinful world
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under the influence of wrong crowd and alcoholism. When one put
on an immoral appearance, the person sends signal to other immoral
people that he or she is available in the fellowship of immorality.
“Women stopped having natural sex and started having sex with
other women. In the same way, men stopped having natural sex and
began wanting each other. Men did shameful things with other men,
and in their bodies they received the punishment for those wrongs.”
(Romans 1:26-27 NCV) Homosexuals and Lesbians popularly
known alternative lifestyle began to come out of their shell to the
shame of the Christians who put their gospel light in the shelf and
failed to reach out in the love of God to evangelize the sinful world.
Gone are the days when these perverse sexual immoralities were
considered a taboo. It is now prominent among high-class people in
the society. It is so popular that some state arms of law had
legitimized it. In America, some of the state governments are now
issuing marriage license to Mr. John and Mr. Joseph as well as Ms.
Elizabeth and Ms. Cecilia. The word ‘couple’ had been redefined to
include gay and lesbian marriages. The gays and lesbians are publicly
parading in their usual perverted annual event, especially during St
Patrick Day, to exhibit their immoral sexual orientations kissing and
caressing each other openly in the public.

----0000000----

Although Christmas celebration was not commanded in the scripture,
today virtually all over the world, the thoughtful purpose of
Christmas celebration has been corrupted. The business world
magnified the season because it is the season of big buying and
selling with utmost aim of profit making. The season is multi-billion
dollars’ season all over the world. The big departmental stores are
cashing in on the festive period to make their money from the flow
of large circulation of money during the season. Most of the people
are in festive mood instead of being in the reflective mood about the
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thoughtfulness of love of God that brought Jesus Christ to this world
for the purpose of our salvation. “For unto us a child is born, unto
us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase of
his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of
David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of
the LORD of hosts will perform this.” (Isaiah 9:6-7) “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the
world through him might be saved.” (John 3:16-17)

Christmas, to some, is the time for wanton merriment, drunkenness,
and other related atrocities to those that are devoid of the purposes
why Jesus Christ came to this world. Some celebrate the Christmas
season wearing Vvarious idolatry costume mask and other
masquerades. Gone are the days of Christmas carols in churches and
Christians schools. Gone are the days of sober reflection about the
faithfulness of God for sending the fairest of ten thousand to this
world for the salvation of our souls. In all honesty, the important
lesson of Christ’s birth is fading away. In some churches it is rarely
mentioned. The beauty of true story of the birth of Jesus Christ had
been watered down by funfair and wanton celebration. What we have
in our days are pseudo-paganism funfairs that obviously lacked the
transforming power.

Jesus Christ is the Holy Son of God. He came to this world to render
the holy sacrificial services to reconcile humanity to his Creator. He
sealed the contract of our salvation with His precious blood for the
redemption of our sin-sick souls. If the world chooses to allocate a
specific day in a year to remember His glorious deeds, it is expected
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to be done in an acceptable way of holiness which is the core
characters of Jesus Christ. We must worship Him with all our hearts
in holiness, in Spirit and in truth. Those who appreciate the
preciousness of the salvation that Jesus Christ brought to the world
must stand out during the season and not co-mingle themselves with
wanton celebrations and pseudo-paganism that had eroded Christmas
celebration in our time.

Walking in the Mind of Idolatry

Some evil societies never hide anything about their abominable
idolatry practices. They call the idolatries so many beautiful names.
The call is cultural show, or National Festivals. But beautiful names
and glossy appearance does not remove the ugliness of the sinful
practices. One of the types of festivals that readily come to mind in
our century is the Rio de Janeiro Carnival. This Carnival, according
to history is dated back to 1723.

The first records of Carnival festivities in Rio de Janeiro date
back to 1723. Immigrants from the Portuguese islands of
Acores, Madeira and Cabo Verde introduced here the
Entrudo. The idea was basically getting everybody soaked
wet. People would go out in the streets with buckets of water
and limes, and everybody could be a potential victim. Even
Emperors took part in the fun.®

Today the carnival goes beyond getting everybody soaked wet
probably because of the high humid temperature of the region. It has
now become an all-involved national and international festival that
attracts millions of tourists to the nation every year. It is a great crowd
pulling events, no doubt. When the Samba drums are sounding, the
clinging of different musical instruments rented the air, and the

3 www.ipanema.com/carnival/history.htm
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incessant blowing of whistle took over the street, people will come
out either to be spectacular in colorful and fantabulous attires. The
on-looker spectators can easily be carried away and be lost in the
crowd of carnival festivities. Even the quiet individual will certainly
be curious to know what is happening that attracts so much noise. As
attractive and colorful as the carnival activities might have been, it is
not for the consumption of the people that are called by the name of
the Lord. Whenever you see that a certain festival is so attractive to
mankind and a crowd pulling event internationally, yet not sport
activities like world cup soccer events, children of God beware.
Satan may be luring people with attractive events like this to ensnare
their souls. After | have seen the clip of one of the carnival events, |
understood better why people are thronging in their millions every
year to Rio de Janeiro to participate in the carnival. | can simply
describe the carnival as night club dancing event in a broad-day light.
You cannot miss the women that dress almost naked in colorful
apparel and drummers dancing and parading the street to the
admiration of the crowd.

There are other cultural shows in my country in West Africa that is
in no way different from Rio de Janerio carnival. Although their
dressing may not be revealing but the principle of their idolatrous
mind is the same. They danced and merry in the public places to
exhibit the prowess of their idol worship. They performed the
despicable rituals to their abominable gods by killing fowls and
pigeon with bare hand and sprinkling the blood of the birds upon
their idol to the admiration of the evil crowd they gathered.

Although the occultism is a secret organization, yet they practice
their activities openly by wearing a specially made costumes and
rings. They have infiltrated themselves into the high-ranking people
in the powerful government. They exchange a left-to-left handshake.
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They conduct their business in public places with secretive signals
only known to the members.

The campus cults have become terrors in the higher institutions all
over the world today. They extort money from student against their
will as insurance cost of their existence in the campus. Some
innocent students received death threat from the campus cults in their
wicked attempt to force them to join the evil association. They force
innocent women to become their girlfriends. Some lecturers are
threatened by the student cult members to obtain grades they did not
merit academically. The governing bodies of these institutions
cannot claim ignorance of these despicable activities in the campus.
But unfortunately, they all pretended that it is a normal occurrence in
the higher institution. One important thing they failed to take into
consideration is that the youthful students of today are the leaders
that the entire world will be looking forward to in future. Let it be
known today that idolatry is an abomination that carry its own deadly
judgment. It is against the law of God. Whether the government of
the day embraces it and considers it as cultural show it does not
change the mind of God about the evil of idolatry. The scripture is
very clear about this. The wicked are slated for destruction because
“the soul that sinneth shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:20)

Idolatry is defined as the condition of the heart of man that bring
about intense admiration to anything different from his Creator: like
images, ideas, inventions that tends to shift our focus and attention
from the glory, honor and adoration that is rightly due to the Living
God. An idolater would openly or secretly maintain an appointment
at the odd hour of the night in to partake in abominable activities of
the flesh and render unholy sacrifice of self-degrading to lifeless
objects. “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to
God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to
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this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you

may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”
(Romans 12:1-2)

Walking in the Worldly Fashion

Fashion designing is a business of necessity. It began from Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden after their fall. When they perceived that
they were naked they covered themselves with fig-tree leaves.
Whatever may be the state of humanity and at any age, men will
continue to cover their nakedness with some wearing apparels. The
normal wearing apparel of our time includes the underwear
according to the needs of the gender as well as whatever befitting
honorable and moderate fashion in vogue dictates. In Victorian age,
clothes are made to cover virtually every parts of the body for male
and females. In our days, responsible men in the western world wear
shirt, T-shirts, pants, and possibly top it with coat when necessary.
In other nations men put on dresses that cover them adequately from
caftan of Indians to flowing agbada of the Africans. The main
garments for responsible ladies in the western world and other
nations of the world still remain befitting skirt and blouse. Although
we are no longer in Victorian age, it is still expected that women
dresses should provide appropriate coverage of their body shapes and
contours. Up till this moment, the appropriate dressing code for
responsible men remains constant. It adequately covered their bodies
and presented them as gentlemen. But it is not the same with ladies.
Some women will shamelessly stand by their well dress men more
or less half-naked with their loose blouses revealing their cleavages
and the shortness of their blouses will be revealing the naked shape
of their waistline and their belly-button—apparently to show-off
their tattoos on their waistline and the jewel on their navel. The
modesty that always accompanied feminism world had been eroded
by the present-day seductive fashion. The scripture says, “And I want
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women to be modest in their appearance. They should wear decent
and appropriate clothing and not draw attention to themselves by the
way they fix their hair or by wearing gold or pearls or expensive
clothes.” (I Timothy 2:9 NLT)

The blame is not against the women that found themselves
sandwiched in the horrible competition of the fashionable world. It
is not the fault of the fashion intoxicated women. They all want to
wear the latest fashion in vogue because most men prefer to date
women with revealing naked bodies. In the seductive world, the
naked body of women is always a center of attraction for some
adulterous men. The scripture did not leave us in darkness about this
fact, it says, “And there a woman met him, with the attire of a harlot,
and a crafty heart.” (Proverbs 7:10) In the age of Solomon, the
scripture recognized that there were attires of a harlot! Obviously,
these men are responding to the bait of the combination of harlot’s
attire that these women put on and their seductive hearts. Their
adulterous hearts go after the supple and beautiful revealing comely
bodies of the ladies that were deliberately left uncovered with
garment in the name of fashion. Should the models be blamed? This
should be a food for thought to be left to the morally upright minded
people. The models are walking up and down the highway in a
fashion show to participate in the advertisement of the latest fashion
as their own ways of making money. These models are naturally
beautiful. Whatever clothes they wear they still remain beautiful. But
unfortunately, they yield themselves to the persuasion of the fashion
designers that are only interested in making money from the clothes
designed to expose the naked bodies of women.

These models are the instrument of advertisement in the hand of the
fashion designers. Because they are beautiful and they are celebrities,
the fashionable women in the world recognized the models as the
only acceptable voices in the fashion world. They dictate the ‘new’
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and ‘latest’ fashion in vogue. They do the talking loud and clear when
they put on some of the assorted inglorious designs and walked on
the fashion highway with aim of suggesting to their women
counterpart, “This is the best for the season.” These designers are not
interested in decency. They capitalize on the weakness of men in
their generation and design wearing apparels that encourage women
to expose more of their naked bodies like the models so as to be
attractive to their opposite sex. Not every man can win the battle of
mind in this lustful society. From the exposure of the interesting
areas of the women bodies to the lustful eyes of opposite sex, lust
sets in. Just like Eve in the Garden of Eden, she saw that the tree was
good for food ... (Genesis 3:6) Just like the wife of Potiphar, she cast
her eyes upon Joseph ... (Genesis 39:7) From lust the sin of adultery
and fornication comes into the life humanity. It is not difficult to
perceive that the designers and the instruments of their advertisement
are the effective instrument in the hand of Satan in this season to
promote the sins of sexual immoralities through the perverted fashion
of shame.

This is how the obscenity attires became order of the day in our
society. The fashion-models that yield to advertise these inglorious
garments walked in the fashion highway to be a symbol of defilement
to womanhood all over the world. It is high time that responsible
women of God should wake up and stand tall for the glory of God
and in the honor of their gender refuse to provide themselves as
agents of defilement in the fashion world. They should stop typifying
their wearing apparels to resemble the inglorious show of shame of
the models that walks the fashion lane in the fashion shows. The
scripture asked a soul-searching question, “Do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you
have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at
a price. Therefore, honor God with your body.” (I Corinthians 6:19-
20) Any dressing that is intended to reveal your naked body to the
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opposite sex and presents you as a “sexy-woman” for the singular
purpose of cheap advertisement of self does not honor God. It only
presents you as a harlot and a disgrace to the right-thinking
womanhood.

The scripture did not leave them in darkness about this. In the
passage above, we are commanded that we should honor God with
our body, because He created us in His own image. Therefore, honor
God with your body.” (I Corinthians 6: 20) “You made all the
delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in my mother's
womb. Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your
workmanship is marvelous and how well I know it.” (Psalm 139:13-
14 NLT) If God created you wonderfully, found you valuable and
bought you back in redemption with the priceless blood of His Son
you should not declare yourselves worthless as a result of the
unfortunate evil fashion of the world. Please glorify God in all your
thoughtfulness.

Walking on Dope

For the purpose of clarity, we need to explain what dope is. Dope is
a drug like narcotics, cannabis, cocaine, or heroin taken in form of
smoking, sniffing, inhaling or consuming for recreational purpose of
getting high temporarily. Dope on the other hand, is used for cheating
others by engaging in a consumption of a drug that enhances or
improves athlete performance in competitive quest. The nature of
these drugs is that they are all addictive and in addition, some of them
are deadly. Remarkable number of people had lost their lives because
of the drug usage.

There are two important parties in the business of drug usage,
namely: the seller and the user. The seller does not consume the
deadly drug himself. He made money by convincing the users to
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purchase the drug. The seller will fool the user that the drug will give
him a strange, good feeling in order that he may swindle him to enrich
his pocket. | want to humbly submit here that this is reminiscence to
what happened in the Garden of Eden at the beginning when Devil
deceived Eve and convinced her to eat the forbidden fruit. “And the
serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened,
and ve shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant
to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with
her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and
made themselves aprons.” (Genesis 3:4-T)

In the passage above you can clearly see the portrait of the
relationship between seller and the buyer of any type of drug in the
world today. Without exaggeration, the real drug seller behind every
drug business is Devil. He is the deceiver that fooled our fore parent,
Adam and Eve, to eat forbidden fruit so that he could steal their God
given dominion authority. “The thief [Devil] cometh not, but for to
steal, and to kill, and to destroy: | am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) The
sellers of the drug in the streets are all the living agents of Satan
distributing the drugs to people to make money at the detriment of
the users. The seller is all about the illicit profit that he is going to
make as a result of the foolishness of the consuming buyer.

“Good feelings” that no rational thinking person can describe had
been the motivating factor why many people are taking drugs for
recreational purposes. Drug generally is not vitamin rich and does
not improve on the quality of the chemical composition of human
body. The feeling that the drug will fool the users to believe that he

-69 -



The Wrong Worldly Walk

IS operating at an unprecedented high level of wisdom and
understanding, whereas the individual is manifesting in a general
strange habit of foolishness or mild psychotic state of mind. Someone
that is denoted with humble and meek habit will be manifesting in
vulgar utterances. A known peaceful person will suddenly be
manifesting in a rowdy and violent behaviors. People that knew the
individual before will be full of surprises and disappointments. Just
as the way God felt about Adam and Eve when He came to the
Garden of Eden. “And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said
unto him, Where art thou? And he said, | heard thy voice in the
garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.
And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten
of the tree, whereof 1 commanded thee that thou shouldest not
eat?” (Genesis 3:9-11) As we can see in the life of Adam and Eve,
they were previously covered with the glory of God, but when God
came to fellowship with them at the cool of the day, He found
different (strange) people that now covered themselves with fig leaf
and hid themselves from the presence of God. What they consumed
as a result of their disobediences to the commandment of God
immediately redefined them as sinners. It transformed their glorious
body to ordinary mortal man and eventually ruined their godly
characters. It finally led to their eviction from the beautiful Garden
of Eden that was set aside for them when they were in the right
spiritual relationship with God. This is similar to the ugly after effect
of what drug does with people.

Whatever may be the “good” reason of using drug or dope, the end-
product is about fooling somebody. The drug might had been an
instrument you use to fool others showing forth that you are more
athletic efficient and superior to other. You might have won some
laurels in the competition. At the end, nemesis will catch up with the
user. The same deceptive instrument will eventually fool the user and
whatever he had unfairly and illegally obtained by deception will be
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taken away from him. Many athletes had lost their Olympic medal
when it was discovered that they were on dope during the
competition. In some cases, the deadly drug takes the live of the
users. Those who did not die using the drug found themselves
becoming mentally unstable and, in some cases, eventually found
themselves in incarceration because of the long-time adverse effect
of disorderliness behaviors because of the drugs usage. Some lose a
fortune, their enviable personalities, professions, and valuable
resources. Some found themselves in mental institutions where they
became useless because they yielded to the influence of drug usage.

Drug overdoses killed roughly 64,000 people in the United States
last year, according to the first governmental account of nationwide
drug deaths to cover all of 2016. It's a staggering rise of more than
22 percent over the 52,404 drug deaths recorded the previous year
— and even higher than The New York Times’s estimate in June,
which was based on earlier preliminary data.

Drug overdoses are expected to remain the leading cause of death
for Americans under 50, as synthetic opioids — primarily fentanyl
and its analogues — continue to push the death count higher. Drug
deaths involving fentanyl more than doubled from 2015 to 2016,
accompanied by an upturn in deaths involving cocaine and
methamphetamine. Together they add up to an epidemic of drug
overdoses that is killing people at a faster rate than the H.L.V.
epidemic at its peak.

Note: Data for 2016 is provisional. f]

It is sad to note that there is a serious epidemic of drug all over the
world today in our time. In United States of America, drug is one of
the leading causes of death that is killing people at faster rate than
HIV disease at its peak. Many families had been subjected to the
harrowing experience of losing their loved ones. In an attempt for the
government to combat this crisis, the health budget in the nation had
tremendously increased. Generally, health insurance in the nation has

4 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/09/02/upshot/fentanyl-drug-
overdose-deaths.html
By Josh Katz Information obtained online on November 11, 2017
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become skyrocketed. In 2016 alone, the following list of drugs
accounted for the death of people in United States of America.
Unfortunately, the number is still rising in year 2017.

Fentanyl and its analogue 20,100

Heroin 15,400
Prescription Opiods 14,400
Cocaine 10,600
Meth 7,660
Methadone 3,280

Perhaps we are not aware of an important fact about our bodies
before. Our body is the house of our spirit and soul. It is the physical
representation of who we are on earth. The control center of our
reasoning and consciousness resides in our body. In this body, the
purposes of God concerning our lives are fulfilled while we are still
alive on earth. Above all, the Spirit of God dwell in our body for His
own glory. It is in this body we answer all our responsibilities as a
human being for the glory of God. “Don’t you realize that your body
is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you
by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a
high price. So you must honor God with your body.” (1 Corinthians
6:19-20 NLT) It is our personal responsibility to guard our body
jealously in order to ensure that we do not frustrate the purposes of
God in our life. We need to justify in the way we care for our body a
life worthy of the grace that the Creator had extended to us according
to the number of years He had allotted us on earth. We do not need
drug or dope to live. We must not yield to the deception that the
illegal and harmful drugs manufactured by brilliant chemists in the
earthly laboratory in their basement will give us good feelings better
than perfect chemistry composition that God created in us. We
should not ‘walk in dope’ or engage in drug addiction that can poison
our lives because drug is inimical to the purposes of God concerning
our lives. Have we wonder why medical doctors always ask patient
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whether he or she is allergic to a certain medication? The simple
answer is that your body may react against or reject the FDA
approved medications. The illegal and non-FDA approved drugs are
no-go area because they are deadly poisons. Do not do drug so that
drug will not roast your brain and destroy the core of your reasoning
and eventually dump you in the grave or mental institution.
Remember: those who walk on dope are walking on rope. Rope has
a limited end. Anyone who walks on rope is never stable and is
susceptible to fall any moment.

Walking Carelessly on the Internet Web

Internet is inevitable communication medium in the twenty-first
century for the computer literate people. Internet is not only available
on computer alone, but it is also now available on our cellphone,
tablets and electronic wristwatches. Because of its availability and
versatility world-wide, today many people are operating on the
World Wide Web. Many internets-based retail companies like
Amazon, Ebay, Alibaba and Yahoo and host of others are virtually
operating on the internet to offer their products to their clients
worldwide. Marketing companies better served the community and
the nation with their advertisement media on the internet. Billions of
dollars transactions are done each day on the internet worldwide.
Modern aviation industry depends on the internet service for
reservation and real time communication to their pilots and airplane
crews. The media house depends on the internet service for fast and
real time up-to-date news items they made available to the public. It
is somehow difficult to exhaust the list of usefulness of the
information highway in the twenty-first century especially as new
products and ideas are unfolding each day. If the prophets of old and
the first century disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ have internet in
their days, perhaps they would have employed it in their ministries’
activities. Today many Christian Ministries are employing internet
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services to reach out to many people all over the world with gospel
messages. The word of God is brought to our sitting room through
the television and computer via the internet-based zoom and cable
Services.

The word ‘web’ that defined internet connectivity worldwide, the
same word is a warning to any man that has ear to hear that one needs
to walk circumspectly in the world-wide-web. Perhaps if we do not
really understand what “web” really is. Spider, a predator insect is
the original web-maker. This insect would perfectly weave up a
masterpiece spider-web with the secretion from its mouth to ensnare
any other smaller insects that is trapped in the web. This predator
spider will now strategically position itself in the corner of the web
waiting for a strong movement in the web that will indicate that insect
had been trapped in it. Immediately the lurking spider will dash in to
bind the insect on the web so that it will not be able to escape. And
finally, the trapped insect will become part of its meal for the day.

The principle is still the same. The spider binds any insect caught in
the web with its secretion. In the same manner the additive bait, in
terms of various games on the internet, tend to tie the internet users
on the web. One of the motivating factors is the fact that playing
those game helps you to overcome the boring idle moment. The user
always considers it as an exciting quest. An uncompleted game that
abruptly ended would prompt you to start all over because you want
to overcome the quest. If you ever played 2-FOR-2 or 2048 games,
you would understand what | am saying. One successful game you
completed will prompt to begin another higher level in the game if
you are playing Wordscapes or WordCookies Games. In the process,
you will discover that you become hooked to the internet.
Unknowingly, the dopamine in your brain has been stimulated and
your desire in playing the game increases more and more. The deeper
you are into the web the farther you are losing touch with the friend
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and loved ones around you. Unknowingly the web is draining you.
Your language tends to include excuses that you are too busy. Yes,
you are really busy doing some immaterial and irrelevant things in
the clog of the entangling network of the web of worldliness.

The unsuspecting youth are completely trapped in the world-wide-
web called internet. Some of these kids forget to do their school
assignments because they are hooked on the web. Those doing their
assignments can hardly do anything without the aid of internet.
When they want to work on their school assignment, internet search
engines, like Google and Wikipedia is their source of information
and suggestive ideas. They are too busy to read textbooks related to
their subjects. Since the youth had become spectators of the Social
medias, that are feeding on the ideas of others on the internet, the
phenomenon device does not encourage and spur them to think
deeply and develop their own God-given insights and wisdom.

They glue themselves on the internet watching video and listening to
music. The recycled information presented to the users by these
internet businesses as brand new tend to steal their time. These
information ranges from latest fashions, dressing shows of the
models and Hollywood actors and actresses, sneak picky new movie
from Hollywood, attention catching funny or horrible videos, etc.
They do their shopping on the internet. As a result, unwittingly, these
youths are completely hooked on the internet. Some kids spend about
ten hours a day on the internet going through various social media.
When one is hooked on these social media, their systems are
designed to trap and keep their users. They monitor your interests on
the internet, and they provide information relating to your genre so
that they can keep you on the internet checking through assorted
products of your interest. As the user is clicking the various
advertisement on the web, a system monitoring the activities on the
social media is recording the number of clicks. The more pages that
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opened you to the advertisement of the social media clients, the more
profit the social media make on your patronage. That is why
Facebook, Google and Amazon and other social media companies
will be around for a long time making abnormal profits from their
internet-based platforms all over the world. That is why these
companies are the top-notch companies commanding the direction of
economy of United States of America.

The evil effect of the social media among the youth is that, instead
of progress through the internet, retrogression sets in. This is because
some of these youth had replaced their interest in their academic
pursuit with unprofitable activities on the web. They had replaced
their friends and close relatives with social media. In the process,
loneliness will set in. Because you have lost good friends that you
can open to about your problems, you tend to bear those burdens
alone. Loneliness will lead you to subsist on self-managing your life
in your narrow mindedness. Self-management among youths leads
them to make blunders and unforced errors and, in some cases,
irreversible mistakes in some important issues of life.

It is not only the youth that are addicted to the internet alone, but the
adults are also hooked on to the exposition of all kinds of obscenities
of pornography on the web. Many people formed deadly habits of
all kinds of vices that they were exposed to on the internet. Some
surfed the internet and become entangled in drug addiction because
they can lay their hands on all the contact addresses of where specific
recreational drugs are sold. Some began their unfortunate prostitution
lives from the internet as a result of the secret evil contacts they made
on the internet.

Many find it difficult to draw a line of caution to their activities on
the web. Apart from all the self-inflicted vices on the internet, there

are internet predators called hackers. They positioned themselves
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strategically on the electronic web patiently waiting for those that are
carelessly surfing the internet. They send out their alluring evil baits
called cookies to the unsuspecting individual in order to indirectly
secure access to their important identities on the web. They offer free
gift on the internet in order to obtain your address, email, and
identity. Most of the victims had forgotten that Satan doesn’t give
free gift, only God Almighty does.

Once the bait is swallowed, the rest is untold harrowing experience
that many people had suffered on the web. The evil people will use
the information to engage in different scamming business. These
unscrupulous people do not need to enter into your apartments or
offices before they have access to your most protected information
in your computer through their internet manipulations. With their
internet base electronic devices, they can hack into your computer
and steal your valuable possessions, withdraw money from your
bank accounts, use your credit cards to engage in shopping spree on
the internet and above all mess up with your personal reputation.

If only humanity had remembered the word of God that that says, “I
have given them your word. And the world hates them because they
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 7'm
not asking you to take them out of the world, but to keep them safe
from the evil one. They do not belong to this world any more than |
do.” (John 17:14-16 NLT) The passage is reminding us that
although, we are still here in the world but being children of the
Kingdom of God, we do not belong to the world. Internet super-
highway itself is not evil. Certainly, there are so many evil people
with evil intentions surfing through the same highway information
system. So many evil activities had been uploaded in the internet
system today that is corrupting and destroying humanity. Only
handful righteous people are using the internet for good intentions.
Having this at the back of our mind, the people of God need to draw
a line of caution in the way they surf the internet. We need to walk
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circumspectly, not totally submerging ourselves into the internet in
order that we will not become entangled in the dangerous web.

“All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.” (I Corinthians
10:23) You say, “I am allowed to do anything”— but not everything
is good for you. And even though “I am allowed to do anything,” 1
must not become a slave to anything. (1 Corinthians 6:12 NLT) The
two passages above will guide us on how to walk in the web. While
internet may be useful in our super-highway age, we need to be
extremely careful how we walk. If a need arose that we have to use
the internet, we must not be addicted to it. All the lawful things we
can do are not all expedient. Our freedom to engage in any kind of
activities on the internet does not permit us to be enslaved by it. We
are expected to use internet to our benefit and not allow ourselves to
be trapped by the web and have us sucked in. We must not allow
internet to make a slave out of us in way we are hooked on to it.
Therefore, the best way of walking on the web is to walk carefully
for the glory of God and for the benefit of humanity.

Walking in the Mind of Wickedness

“... the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness
is in their heart while they live. ...” (Ecclesiastes 9:3)

“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it? | the LORD search the heart, | try
the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and
according to the fruit of his doings.” (Jeremiah 17:9-10)

For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: All these evil things
come from within, and defile the man. (Mark 7:21-23)
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Evil tendency is a complex and dangerous disease of ungodly hearted
people. All forms of wickedness are products of spiritually depraved
minded people. Every form of sinful character emanated from the
abundant of the heart an individual that is living each day of his life
to do the wicked biddings of Satan. Perhaps evil doing may be
inherently natural to the wicked people because of the evil ideology
upbringing they were exposed to or the evil crowd that they had
mingled with. Even if the wicked people do not realize that they are
agents of Satan, they are operating in the compelling influence of the
evil spirit that is dwelling and ruling in them. Righteousness is a
choice and also wickedness is a choice. The end product of
righteousness is enduring blessing reward and in the like manner, the
end product of wickedness is enduring harsh consequence.

The uncommon wisdom that God endowed Wilbur Wright and
Orville Wright, popularly known as the ‘Wright Brothers’ led to their
amazing invention of airplane that had tremendously solved the
problem of a long-distance journey for mankind. The usefulness of
the wonderful invention had metamorphosed over the period of time
from flying passengers to hauling cargo from one long distance city
to another, to military jetfighters, destructive weapons that hauls
bombs to destroy specific targets of the enemy.

Long before September 11, 2001, people always considered
commercial jet-liner passenger airplanes to be used singularly for
transporting the economic middle class and upper-class people over
a long-distance journey to their destinations by flying over about
33,000 feet from the ground. Not until that day that the terrorist group
hijacked two passenger jetliners and used them as devastating
weapons to hit the twin tower World Trade Center, a one hundred
and ten storey building in the heart of Manhattan, New York, the
economic hub city of United States of America.
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At the time of their completion in 1973 the "Twin Towers"—the

original 1 World Trade Center, at 1,368 feet (417 meters); and

2 World Trade Center, at 1,362 feet (415.1 meters)—were the

tallest buildings in the world. At 110 floors, the World Trade

Center towers had more floors than any other building at that

time.®
The groundbreaking of this great building began on August 5, 1966
and was completed and dedicated on April 4, 1973. These national
edifices that the nation labored for about seven years to build were
brought down within few hours by the evil genius terrorist in the
broad day light when the dedicated workers in various offices in
these two buildings settled down to do their normal daily duties.
Apart from the economic value of the building, infrastructures and
valuable properties which runs into several billions of dollars that
was completely destroyed, think about the loss of lives of the people
at their prime ages.

During the September 11 attacks in 2001, 2,996 people were
killed, and more than 6,000 others wounded. These immediate
deaths included 265 on the four planes (including the 19
terrorists), 2,606 in the World Trade Center and in the
surrounding area, and 125 at the Pentagon.®

Think about the pregnant women that managed to come to the office
in the building that day. Think about the senior citizens in their feeble
age that more or less crawled to the office that day to put a finishing
touch to an important item of the day in their agenda. Some of them
came in their wheelchairs or walking sticks. Think about the great
men and women that had been laboring all the years of their lives to
become somebody before they finally reached their highest position
in their cadre of life in their various offices. In this national tragedy,
the husbands bereaved of their wives, the wives bereaved of the
husbands. In this wanton destruction, parents lost their precious

5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Trade_Center_(1973-2001)
8 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casualties_of the September 11 attacks

-80 -



Walking with Grace

children. Children lost their beloved parents and the hope of their
breadwinners, the hope of the future welfare dashed suddenly
because of the feet of these evil terrorists that were swift in
perpetrating evil sent their loved ones to their painful and horrible
death. The lives of the people that God had purposes to use for His
glory to become a blessing in this nation were cut off suddenly. Think
about the innocent passengers in the two planes who did not know
that they boarded their last transportation to eternity that day when
they walked to the tarmac to board the planes. The heads of the
people in the nation and various sympathizers all over the world were
buried in sorrow and anguish.

The aftermath of this wicked attack had brought untold harrowing
experience and hardship to mankind all over the world. The whole
world was on amber alert. Everyone is now incessantly looking back
because one is not sure where the next attack will come from. Since
then, there had been a great economic downtown all over the world
and the world is yet to recover. According to the Newton’s third law
of motion, “For every action there is an equal and opposite reaction.”
The wicked terrorism attack led to war between United States of
America and her NATO allies against the Al-Qaeda terrorist inclined
nations in the World. As at the time the book was published, the war
has not ended in Afghanistan.

Religion terrorism and homegrown terrorism had evolved in many
ways. The airplanes may no longer be easily and readily available for
their wanton destructions of lives and properties. They have now
turned motor vehicle trucks and cars as their deadly weapons. At a
very high speed, these terrorist mauled people on the tarred road
during peaceful public gatherings and killed, maimed, and wounded
so many people. Some of them would deliberately branch out of the
tarred road with their motor vehicles in order to run down on the
pedestrians that are walking by the roadside. The table below is some
of the vehicular ramming terrorist attack in the recent years:
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Date Place Mode of Casualties | Wounded
Attack
07/14/2016 | Nice, France Truck 87 458
11/28/2016 | Ohio, USA Car 1 11
12/19/2016 | Berlin, Germany Tractor 12 56
01/08/2017 | Jerusalem, Israel Truck 5 7
03/22/2017 | London, UK Truck 6 49
04/07/2017 | Stockholm, Sweden | Truck 5 14
05/18/2017 | Times Square, NY US | Car 1 20
06/03/2017 | London Bridge, UK | Van 1 48
08/12/2017 | Charlottesville, US Car 1 19
08/17/2017 | Barcelona, Spain Car 14 100

The victims of these unfortunate and despicable brutalities never
bargained for sudden death in the days of these various terrorist
attacks. They all woke up to face their normal daily activities and
from nowhere, these evil agents employed motor vehicles as devices
of terrorism to struck and sent the innocent people to their untimely
death.

Some of these terrorists would clad themselves with bomb vests and
enter into the crowded airports, stadia, and public transportation
systems with intention to detonate the bombs and bring about
untimely death of innocent ones. Some engaged in planting IED
bombs at crowded motor parks or loaded the bombs in a motor
vehicle and run in to the intended targets to detonate it and killed
many innocent bystanders. In April 19 1995, a domestic terrorist
stroked in Oklahoma, US with a parked truck loaded with fertilizer
bomb by Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building Oklahoma City. This
evil scheme Kkilled 168 innocent people and about 680 people
wounded in this unfortunate tragedy. The horrendous and despicable
activities of wickedness have now degenerated to other forms of one-
man act of terrorism that continue all over the world in the name of

7 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/vehicular-ramming_attack

-82 -



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_P._Murrah_Federal_Building
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oklahoma_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/vehicular-ramming_attack

Walking with Grace

various radical terrorism. These terrorist groups have so many
networks of affiliated evil groups all over the world and they still
continue to recruit evil ideological minded people like themselves
around the globe.

----0000000----

Armed robbery has various categories. It ranges from pushing a frail
old man or woman to the floor in a street corner and run away with
his or her purse. It includes sticking out a knife or a gun against an
innocent person in the elevator and demand for his purse. Even if the
person is not wounded or shot by the gun, the shock and traumatic
experience of the attack would be too much for the person to cry for
help. Some robbers, after their wicked operation, would pretend and
just walk out as a gentle person as if he had done nothing wrong. It
includes way-laying an innocent person that is passing by in an alley
in the night, struck his head with lead pipe or heavy bicycle roller
chain to rob him of the few dollars on him. Some armed robbers
operate in a group of large number; invade the home of an innocent
person in the dark of the night when he is sleeping with every
member of his family. They break the door or window of their
victims to force themselves in, and at gun point would rape his wife
or children. They break into their wardrobe to forcefully remove
valuable clothes and jewelry, virtually everything they have honestly
struggled to acquire. In some cases, these wicked people would kill
some of the family member and leave the entire family downcast,
hurtful, painful, and emotionally dejected. And finally, it includes the
sophisticated bank armed robbery that combines intelligent,
skillfulness and ultimate abrasive wickedness to commit horrendous
crime. Armed to the teeth in a facemask and in the broad-day light
they would break into a peaceful free flowing corporate bank entity
that are peacefully managing the public fund. They rudely harassed
every person that are peacefully transacting their business in a broad
day light, kill or maim people, force the bank manger to break into
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vault and remove moneys and valuable items kept in charge of the
bank and made away with the items in a fast-moving vehicle. There
is no doubt, this book is not enough to explain how various armed
robbery is been perpetrate in all nations of the world. But certainly,
it is enough to express the glimpse of the perspective of God about
the wickedness of humanity. The scripture says, “The human heart
is most deceitful and desperately wicked. Who really knows how bad
itis?” (Jeremiah 17:9)

It is amazing that what is befalling humanity in our time had been
reveal to King Solomon. He was able to advice people against it
ahead of his own time in the book of Proverbs. He said, “My son, if
sinners entice you, Do not consent. If they say, "Come with us, Let us
lie in wait to shed blood; Let us lurk secretly for the innocent without
cause; Let us swallow them alive like Sheol, And whole, like those
who go down to the Pit; We shall find all kinds of precious
possessions, We shall fill our houses with spoil; Cast in your lot
among us, Let us all have one purse." My son, do not walk in the way
with them, Keep your foot from their path; For their feet run to evil,
and they make haste to shed blood.” (Proverbs 1:10-16) If you are
one of the people that is perpetrating in one of these wicked activities,
imagine the number of time that your feet had carried you to a spot
where you have shed the blood of innocent people. Can you think of
the uncountable times that you have brought sorrow to happy people?
How many times have you turned the joy of some to a permanent
sorrowful state as a result of the blood you have shed. The Bible says,
“Keep your foot from the path of wicked, but because of your failure
to embrace the word of God, you unwittingly lent your feet to Satan
to perpetrate evil against humanity.

----0000000----
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Organized kidnappers are on the rampage in so many nations of the
world today. They always lay in wait for the frail and feeble family
member of their targets, usually the parents and little children, in
order to extort money from the well-to-do family member of their
victims or compelled the individual to render an unlawful task for the
kidnappers. We have not even mentioned the evil and abominable
rituals of idol worshippers that are incessantly killing people for
ritual purposes.

One may be wondering and ask, “Where can one turn to for peaceful
dwelling on the surface of the earth? To this question, one can
promptly answer and say, No place! Not even in the comfort of your
dwelling place. The only place that is safe is in the sure hands of
Almighty God. “Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will
find rest in the shadow of the Almighty.” (Psalm 91:1)

In conclusion, whether you are a farmer or a trader, whether you are
a teacher or a student, or perhaps you are an entertainer in
advertisement set up, service provider, or better still if you are doing
white-collar or blue-collar job, whatever you are doing in all walk of
life, one thing that is common to all the activities of mankind is that
the sole of your feet transports your entire body to the spot of your
activities. Your wisdom, special skills and your personal ability is
brought to bear in your instinct rational or irrational judgment that
led to the decision you made and its accompanied manifestation in
your activities. If the end product of what you exert tremendous
energy and bodily exercise to do is not benefiting positively to
mankind and does not give glory to God, it means you had exercised
it in futility. If sole of your foot bears the burden of your body to the
spot where you engage in the works of iniquities, it is high time you
examine your ways because you are you are walking to glorify Satan.
If despicable activities are your major interests and you are one of
the individuals that specialized in doing crazy things and profane
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utterance is your stock in trade, sincerely you are only entertaining
the sinful world; you are not making a positive impart that can bring
glory to God. If you are engrossed with the “feeling that everyone is
wrong except those in your own little group” and this narrow
mindedness led you to think that it is a right thing for you to involve
in armed robbery because the government failed to provide job for
its citizens, you are sincerely wrong. If you are doing drug as a way
of suppressing sorrow because the “system is bad and is not working
in your favor, or that the society had relegated you to the forgotten
background because your color or upbringing, you are derailing in
your walk of life. You are drifting away aimlessly into the complex
destructive worldliness. If it is your day to-day habit to visit
departmental stores and cleverly remove valuable items without
paying for them and you are saying to yourself that you did not steal
from anyone. Once again you are sincerely wrong. You are not
walking in harmony with God’s laws. You are not only stealing from
the rich, but also from the poor and from the homeless who will need
to pay more after the departmental stores must have adjusted the unit
prices of their items in order to accommodate the value of what you
stole and have it spread on the rest of items in the store. Above all
you are violating the seventh commandment of God that
commanded, “Thou shalt not steal.” (Exodus 20:15) If you are
walking in infidelity and adulterous life or parading yourself in the
popular broad way of alternative lifestyle, it means you are walking
contrary to the awesome wisdom of God. Remember that the Lord
did not spare all the unrepented sinful people in Sodom and
Gomorrah!
----0000000----

Corruption is a debilitating disease of some of the prominent people
in our society today. These leaders were first of all appointed by God
for His divine purposes, (because nothing happened without the
hands of God) to be His eyes and mouthpiece of blessing unto
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humanity. Secondly, the manifestation of their leadership was
implemented by the overwhelming support of the poor people that
they received by the way of election through casting of their votes
for them trusting that they will look out for their welfare. They
assumed the highest lofty position with their selfish objectives in
their depraved minds. The needs and the welfare of poor masses who
voted them in to the position they occupied now are no longer
relevant. The money or other resources that belong to the
community, state or the country is now entrusted into the hand of the
appointed leader for effective management to finance the
government services in order to adequately meet the needs of the
people in the community. This greedy, wicked, and self-centered
political leader will now enrich his pockets and bank accounts at the
detriments of the needy people in the community. These wicked
leaders would stop at nothing and because their callous hearts are
made of stone. They would deep their hands into the money allocated
to purchase medicines for the sick ones in the hospital. Only God
knows the numbers of people that had been killed by the greediness
of these corrupt leaders. They pocket the money for the purchase of
medication medicine and medical equipment that should have
promoted health services to the people leaving the poor ones to die
like cockroach. Only God knows the number of people that these
greedy and corrupt leaders had sent to their early grave because of
their self-centered corruptive practices. These leaders played games
with the wages of the workers in the various government offices
under them. They always claim that allocation for the workers’
salaries and remunerations had not been received. “Woe unto him
that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by
wrong; that useth his neighbour's service without wages, and giveth
him not for his work. (Jeremiah 22:13) You shall not oppress your
neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of a hired man are not to remain
with you all night until morning. (Leviticus 19:13) "You shall give
him his wages on his day before the sun sets, for he is poor and sets
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his heart on it; so that he will not cry against you to the LORD and
it become sin in you. (Deuteronomy 24:15)

The Word of God for Watchman

“Son of man, | have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel:
therefore, hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from
me. When | say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou
givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his
wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his
iniquity; but his blood will | require at thine hand.” (Ezekiel 3:17-18)

“‘And he called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer's
inkhorn by his side; And the LORD said unto him, Go through the
midst of the city, through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark
upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the
abominations that be done in the midst thereof. And to the others
he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite:
let not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: Slay utterly old and
young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not
near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary.
Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.”
(Ezekiel 9:3-6)

Lastly, I want you to know that the author is not laughing at the social
ills of our time. In fact, it is a lamentable situation. Honestly, | have
thought about of these perennial problems and shed tears about them.
| shed tears on this issue because | was once upon a time a wretched
sinner like you. All the worldly things that drag the hearts of man to
commit sins that were of great interest to you now were my interests
then. But today, | thank God that | have been delivered and saved by
His Grace. The scripture says, “Cursed is he who does the work of
the Lord deceitfully ... (Jeremiah 48:10) “Therefore, since we have
this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose heart. But
we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in
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craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by
manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's
conscience in the sight of God.” (Il Corinthians 4:1-2) | do not want
you to see this as the issue of holier than thou. | simply do not want
to handle the truth deceitfully and tell you that all is well when | know
that the spiritual boat of your life is heading towards the rock if
nothing is done urgently to avert the spiritual disaster. If I did not tell
you the truth about all these ugly activities, it amounted to
deceitfulness.

If we understand the horrible consequence of our negative actions
certainly, we will be able to correct our ways and make a righteous
choice. | want you to know that the grace is still available for you.
There is still a hope for you in the bosom of mercy of the Heavenly
God. Perhaps you do not know. God is interested in your precious
soul. He is not interested in the death of a sinner. He expects you to
repent your sins and reconcile with Him. In fact, God loves you and
evidence of this is the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ that died on the
Cross of Calvary for your salvation. God extended His mercy to the
Nineveh, the acclaimed robber city of the old. They repented of their
sins and sought the face of God and the mercy of God prevailed in
their lives. If you do the same today, certainly the mercy of God will
prevail in your life and overtake you. Please turn to God this day in
repentance. He will receive you with His hands of mercy and save
you if you can walk in the grace of repentance.
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Song of Penitent Sinner

1. | once walked in the world
In sinful journey of life
Wanton, selfish life lived
Who dare challenge my way
In wickedness | operate
In rude anger | speak
| reflect my way today
Oh Lord, forgive my sin

2. I wish I can undo all wrongs
And live acceptable life
Heal souls that I have hurt
Extend loving kindness
Humble self before the Lord
Do His blessed will
I make a U-turn today
Oh Lord, redeem my soul

3. | wish to be Your spokesman
To the erring sinners
That will lead them to bright light
Of Your glory divine
I’'ll seek Your face with pleading
For their souls to revive
I will walk in Your footsteps
Oh Lord, give me a voice

4. | wish to worship my Lord
With melody in my heart
To sing His glory and praises
Honor Him in Heaven above
Equip me with Your power
Anoint my humble tongue
Accept my peaceful offering
Oh Lord, give me a song

By Michael A. Eleyinafe—July 27, 2017 while meditating at Gould Memorial Library,
Bronx Community College NY
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CHAPTER
Walk Until Power
Is Transferred

So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat,
who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and
he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his
mantle upon him. And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah,
and said, Let me, | pray thee, kiss my father and my mother,
and then | will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back
again: for what have | done to thee? And he returned back
from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled
their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto
the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after
Elijah, and ministered unto him. (I Kings 19:19-21)

And it came to pass, when the LORD would take up Elijah
into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from
Gilgal. And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, | pray thee;
for the LORD hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto
him, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will not leave
thee. So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of the
prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said
unto him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy
master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, | know it;
hold ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry
here, | pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho. And
he said, As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, | will not
leave thee. So they came to Jericho. And the sons of the
prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto
him, Knowest thou that the LORD will take away thy master
from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, | know it; hold
ye your peace. And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, | pray thee,
here; for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As
the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.
And they two went on. (2 Kings 2:1-6)
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And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah
said unto Elisha, Ask what | shall do for thee, before | be
taken away from thee. And Elisha said, | pray thee, let a
double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou
hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when |
am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall
not be so. And it came to pass, as they still went on, and
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and
horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went
up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he
cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the
horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took
hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. He took
up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back,
and stood by the bank of Jordan; And he took the mantle of
Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said,
Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had
smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha
went over. (2 Kings 2:9-14)

In this world of power driven by the accumulation of wealth, it is not
an easy decision for a wealthy man to forgo all his wealth and yield
to become a servant to a man of God. That was the beginning of the
faithfulness of Elisha the son Shaphat. He was busy in his farm
plowing with twelve yokes of oxen when Elijah found Elisha. The
word of God always shines a beautiful light upon an event that makes
it permanently real at any point in time in the timeline of man. To
have twelve oxen plowing in the farm of Elisha in his time, it is like
having twelve vehicular caterpillars working at different sections of
a mechanized farm of a successful agricultural company. This
implied that Elisha was a well to do and a prosperous person.

Elisha was in the comfort of his opulent in his farm one day when
Prophet Elijah found him and cast his mantle upon him. Immediately,
Elisha sensed and knew that power of God had touched him. He ran
after Prophet Elijah and implored him to permit him to bid his parents
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bye-bye before he followed him. His wish was granted and after his
elaborate celebration of his departure he followed Elijah.

There are three symbolic journeys in the course of Elisha’s walking
with his master, Elijah, that should be a great lesson for believers.
When Elijah was going to Bethel, he implored Elisha to tarry in
Gilgal and specifically advised him not to go with him. To
understand the symbolism of these cities. Gilgal was the place of
circumcision of the Israelites where God rolled away the reproaches
of the Egyptian from the lives of the Israelites. “And it came to pass,
when they had done circumcising all the people, that they abode
in their places in the camp, till they were whole. And the LORD

said unto Joshua, “This day have | rolled away the reproach of

Eqypt from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called
Gilgal unto this day.” (Joshua 5:8-9) The city where God rolled

away the reproaches of His people is symbolically a good place for
a servant of God to establish his ministry, but Elisha would not settle
for less. He said, “As the LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will
not leave thee.” You will notice the sense of commitment, loyalty,
and consistency in his verbal response to Elijah. So, they went down
together to Bethel.

When Elijah and Elisha got to Bethel, Elijah earnestly said Elisha,
‘tarry here, | pray thee; for the LORD hath sent me to Jericho.’

“And he [Jacob] dreamed, and behold a ladder set up on the
earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the
angels of God ascending and descending on it. And, behold,
the LORD stood above it, and said, | am the LORD God of
Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land whereon
thou liest, to thee will | give it, and to thy seed; And thy seed
shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread
abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to
the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of
the earth be blessed. And, behold, | am with thee, and will
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee
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again into this land; for | will not leave thee, until | have done
that which | have spoken to thee of. And Jacob awaked out
of his sleep, and he said, Surely the LORD is in this place;
and | knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful
is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this
is the gate of heaven.” (Genesis 28:12-17)

Bethel is the place where Jacob experienced an open heaven in his
dream. The angels were trafficking to and fro, on the ladder and the
Lord was above the ladder. In this dream, God spoke to Jacob and
gave him a specific assurance of His divine presence throughout his
journey on earth. When Jacob woke up, he said, “Surely the LORD
is in this place.” This is none but the house of God, and this is the
gate of heaven.” Jacob woke up in that morning, the stone he used
as his pillow, he set it up as an altar unto God. “And he called the
name of that place Bethel: but the name of that city was called Luz
at the first.” (Genesis 28:19) Jacob changed the name of place to
Bethel, the house of God and the gate of heaven. (The meaning of
Bethel is ‘the house of God”) The historical significance of Bethel is
glorious. It is a great honor for Elisha to be dwelling in the city called
the ‘House of God.” But Elisha wanted something better, and he
looked forward to it. He humbly declined and “As the LORD liveth,
and as thy soul liveth, 1 will not leave thee.” Again, you can notice
the sense of commitment, loyalty, and consistency in his verbal
response to Elijah. Again, they went down together to Jericho

Elijah once again begged his servant Elisha the third time, “Stay here
in Jericho, I am going to Jordan where God sent me.” Symbolically
Jericho was a city gate of victory for the Israelites, children of God
on their way to their inheritance in the Promised Land. “So the
people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it
came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet,

and the people shouted with a great shout. that the wall fell down
flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight
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before him, and they took the city.” (Joshua 6:20) Jericho was the
place of remarkable victory that Israelites experienced when God
fought for His people. The well-fortified wall of Jericho fell down
like a deck of cards at the divine power of God. With this historical
experience for the people of God, again it is a good thing for Elisha
to be binding and casting out the demonic forces in the power of God
in this ancient victorious city. But greater was the blessing of God
that Elisha was looking forward to. He once again humbly declined
and responded with a strong commitment as before, he said, “As the
LORD liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” So, they
came together to Jordan the city gate of victory to their inheritance.

Again, Elijah begged his servant Elisha the fourth time, “Stay here,
for the LORD hath sent me to Jordan.” In order to understand the
significance of Jordan, during the ministry of Joshua, God made the
boisterous Jordan to congeal so that the Israelites might walk into
their inheritance in the Promised Land on a dry ground. “And the
priests that bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm
on dry ground in the midst of Jordan, and all _the Israelites
passed over on dry ground. until all the people were passed clean
over Jordan.” (Joshua 3:17) In his usual consistent loyalty Elisha
humbly declined again and said, “As the LORD liveth, and as thy
soul liveth, I will not leave thee.” And they two went on. Again,
Jordan was a remarkable place of break-through because God’s
miraculous parting the river for His people.

“And as they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and
the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the
brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth all his banks all the
time of harvest,) That the waters which came down from
above stood and rose up upon an heap very far from the city
Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that came down
toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, failed, and
were cut off: and the people passed over right against
Jericho. And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of
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the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of Jordan,
and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all the
people were passed clean over Jordan. (Joshua 3:15-17)

When Elijah and Elisha got to the river, “And Elijah took his mantle,
and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided
hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.” (2
Kings 2:8) And both of them went on through the overflowing river
Jordan on dry ground to the other side of the river in a miraculous
break-through.

Elisha walked diligently and faithfully with His master Elijah
because he did not want to live in the remarkable past glory of rolling
away of reproaches of Israelites in Gilgal. The open heaven vision
is awesome, but he did not want to remain in Bethel because of
opened heaven alone. The victory of Israel in Jericho was out-of-this-
world experience, but he did not want to remain in Jericho adoring
the victory for ever. Crossing the Jordan to receive inheritance was a
great divine intervention but greater was the inheritance that Elisha
was looking for. Elisha knew that God had promised to do a new
thing. “Behold. I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth;
shall ye not know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:19) He did not want to settle
for less. He desired to experience a greater new thing in the presence
of the All-Sufficient Almighty God. He wanted something, so
precious that no one had experienced before. Diligence, loyalty, and
perseverance were the unparalleled spiritual qualities of Elisha and
these were his watchwords.

Powerful anointing of God was about to change hand. The awesome
anointing of God was about to be transfer to the next person for the
glory of God. All hell broke-lose to hinder the next man in the
agenda of God for greatness and continuity of the powerful ministry
of Elijah. You will notice in those three symbolic journeys, there
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were the children of prophets that strategically positioned themselves
in those symbolic cities and constantly reminding Elisha that his
master would be taken away from him that day. These children of
prophets were not spiritual ignorant people. They were seasoned
prophets in their classes. Their visions were not clouded, that was
why they knew about God’s plan to take away Elijah that day. But
they were not thirsty for spiritual attainment like Elisha. That was
why Elisha simply quieted them by saying, “Hold your peace.” One
can wonder and ask “What was the spiritual usefulness of the
prophetic information of these children of the prophets in Bethel, in
Jericho and in Jordan to Elisha? It might be their way of empathizing
with Elisha but obviously it was not intended to encourage Elisha.
This is to prepare us that at the point when power of God is about to
be imparted, there can be discouragements and hindrances, but we
must not look back because our hands are already on the plough. “No
man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62) Elijah, the master of Elisha did not
seem to help the situation. With persuasive begging, he was trying
to discourage Elisha his servant not to journey on with him at that
crucial moment. Perhaps he was trying not to break his heart as a
result of the divine separation that was about to take place that could
make him terribly feel the absence of his master so much. Or on the
other hand, maybe Elijah was testing the commitment and
faithfulness of Elisha his servant.

After crossing river Jordan, Prophet Elijah did not beg Elisha not to
go with him again. He said to him, “Ask what I shall do for thee,
before I be taken away from thee.” Elisha made a tall order in his
request because his eye was on the prize high calling. He did not
settle for mediocre less because, in the store house of God there is
abundance of spiritual blessings. He said to his master, “I pray thee,

let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. ” Elijah said, “Thou
hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when | am
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taken from thee. it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be
$0.” One can imagine how focused Elisha must have been since that
very moment. He cannot afford to dose a little so that he will not
miss that glorious moment. In the faithfulness of God, he did not miss
the moment when his master was taken from him with chariot of fire.
He cried, “My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the
horsemen thereof.” And the mantle of Elijah fell from him as
confirmation that power had changed hands. Elisha took up the
mantle of his master and the double portion of the anointing of his
master manifested.

Any time I read this passage | always arrive at a conclusion that Holy
Spirit must have guided Elisha to make the thoughtful spiritual tall
order having observed the tumultuous ministry of his master Elijah
with Ahab and his wife Jezebel and the stiff-neckedness of idolatry
people of Israel. Other soul-searching questions we need to ask
ourselves includes: Assuming Elisha fell for the persuasive begging
of his master Elijah and failed in his commitment to journey on with
his master, certainly he would have missed the experience of the
miracle of crossing the Jordan with the mantle of Elijah. He would
have missed the usage of the mantle of his master. He would have
missed the moment of open heaven vision when his master was taken
to heaven by chariot of fire, and that historic moment would have
lost forever in the scripture. Lastly, he would have missed the double
portion of anointing which is the precious prize of his loyalty,
faithfulness, and commitment.

Great and powerful leaders will soon go home after their faithful and
fruitful ministries on earth. Certainly, the Lord Himself had provided
for their successors because He desires the continuity of their faithful
ministries. “For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart
is perfect toward him. ” (2 Chronicles 16:9) The Lord God Almighty
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did not frustrate the faithfulness and commitment of Joshua the
servant of Moses. At the appointed time, God commanded Moses to
present Joshua so that He could commission him to continue after
Moses. “Then the Lord said to Moses, “The time has come for you
to die. Call Joshua and present yourselves at the Tabernacle, so that
I may commission him there.” So Moses and Joshua went and
presented themselves at the Tabernacle.”(Deuteronomy 31:14)

Apostle walked faithfully, diligently, and obediently with our Lord
Jesus Christ. They witnessed His great sermons, His great miracles
as well as the unprecedented persecutions that finally led to his
crucifixion on the Cross of Calvary. They stood by Him. They
learned of our Lord Jesus Christ the way of holiness and
righteousness. They amicably settled and reconciled with each other
in the knowledge of the words of their Master concerning any act of
unfaithfulness found in the lives of some of them. In unity, they bond
themselves in obedience unto His precepts except Judas Iscariot who
killed himself after he realized the wickedness of his betrayal. They
followed the lead of the Master, and they walked at His pace. “And,
behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.”
(Luke 24:49) They patiently waited in hope in the city of Jerusalem
as He had bidden them. In the Upper Room, they consecrated
themselves praying and seeking the face of God for the fulfillment
of His promises.

“‘And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were
all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a
sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared
unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each
of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.”
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The faithful servants of the Most High God did not wait in vain. And
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind, they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. They walked
in grace until the power of Holy Spirit is transferred to them on the
day of Pentecost. Jesus Christ declared unto the disciples, “All power
is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” (Matthew 28:18) He
desired the continuity of salvation processes among humanity. He
had entrusted the responsibilities of the gospel ministry upon His
disciples. He desired to equip us so that He can showcase the power
of God in us in the way we efficiently discharge our Christian
responsibilities to humanity. You and I are the candidates of the next
transfer of the spiritual power of Holy Spirit for the glorious ministry
of the gospel if only we can walk faithfully in grace in the obedience
and total commitment to the word of God. All that we need to do is
to be thirsty for glorious power of God and prayerfully seek for the
anointing. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me
everywhere ... (Acts 1:8)
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CHAPTER
Walking in Glory with
Legible Footprint

Every living creature that can move from one place to the other
always has a footprint. As mentioned earlier, in the western world,
you may not easily come across footprints on the ground because
most of the roads in the big cities are tarred and the pedestrian’s
pavements are cemented. Even the open yard of dwelling houses
covered with grasses to prevent rain erosion. In most cases, people
come across footprints when they walk by the seashore. The seashore
footprint does not always last long because the waves of the sea
always wash it away. The shape of sole of feet always imprint and
inscribe a mark called footprint that clearly indicate the trail of the
pathway of an individual who had walked through a place.

There are physical footprints that are visible to humanity. There are
also spiritual footprints of every man sojourning on earth at the
instance of Almighty God. Man may not see this type of footprint,
but it is conspicuous before the Living God, the Creator. “Nothing in
all creation is hidden from God'’s sight. Everything is uncovered and
laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”
(Hebrew 4:13 NIV)

In the wider scope of the meaning of our footprints on earth includes
all evidence of our endeavors in terms of our knowledge,
understanding and wisdom that manifested in our education
achievements as a result of the grace that God had bestowed upon us.
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It includes the purposeful lives we have lived and great deeds we
have done with all these rare privileges and opportunities that He had
given us. Lastly, it includes the imparts, either positive or negative,
that our activities had imprinted upon the lives of others in our entire
life’s journey. “So then every one of us shall give account of himself
to God.” (Roman 14:12)

“But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. These are
the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect
in his generations, and Noah walked with God.” (Genesis
6:8-9)

“Make thee an Ark of gopher wood; rooms shalt thou make
in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch.”
(Genesis 6:14) “And of every living thing of all flesh, two of
every sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive
with thee; they shall be male and female.” (Genesis 6:19)

The account of Noah in the Scripture is interesting. It began with the
fact that this servant of God found grace in the eyes of the Lord. It
was also reported of Noah that he was a just man and perfect
individual in this generation, and he walked with God. The account
was so brief, but it spoke volume about him. Noah was mindful of
the Creator. He was a perfect man according to the spiritual yardstick
of Almighty God for measuring Noah’s righteousness and holiness.

Perhaps we do always gloss over this statement without considering
the intensity of the divine commendation; the following instances
will enlighten our minds. Before the writings of the Law of Moses
and the prophetic utterances of the Prophets, Noah was found just
and perfect in his generations. Before the good news gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ and atonement of His blood on the Cross of
Calvary, this servant of God was found just and perfect in His
generation. Noah did not have access to sixty-six books of the Bible
and did not benefit from the teachings of the seasoned teachers of the
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Scripture, yet he was found just and perfect in His generation. As
faithful as Abraham was, God cautioned and demanded from him,
saying, “I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou
perfect.” (Genesis 17:1) But God did not need to demand the same
from Noah because he was consistently walking perfectly before the
Living God.

None of us in our generation knew Noah, but we knew him through
his beautiful godly attributes. We knew him through the testimony
of Almighty God, the Creator of Heaven and earth about him. If this
is not sufficient to some people, we could behold the way his children
and his daughter in-laws believed in him and cooperated with him on
his godly mission. They did not say he was crazy and abandoned him.
Remember that the son in-laws of Lot did not cooperate with him,
even when Angel of God came to rescue them.

Noah was so faithful and obedient to the Heavenly Father that God
could depend on him to do His glorious biddings. It takes faith in the
word of God and obedience to His commandment before Noah could
embank on building an Ark, a unique project that had never been
undertaken before in the history of mankind. The intricate boat
building technology that was only known to boat building engineers
had not been revealed to humanity then. Obviously, Holy Spirit must
have imparted the knowledge upon him the way Holy Spirit
empowered Bezalel and Aholiab to design all the precious items in
the temple of God for the Tabernacle of Moses according to the
specifications that God gave to His servant. “Then the Lord spoke to
Moses saying; See, | have called by name Bezalel the son of Usr, the
son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. And I have filled him with the Spirit
of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all
manner of workmanship, to design artistic works, to work in gold, in
silver, in bronze, in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and
to work in all manner of workmanship. And I, indeed I, have
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appointed with him Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of
Dan, and | have put wisdom in the hearts of all the gifted artisans,
that they may make all that I have commanded you.” (Exodus 31:1-6)

Noah did not ponder in his mind whether he was being guided by the
imagination of his mind. Neither did he listen to the strange voices
of discouragement that were telling him that he was going nut and
was out of his mind for undertaking a funny and frivolous project to
save mankind. Noah must have told the sinners about the impending
judgment of God upon the earth. “And God said unto Noah, The end
of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and, behold, | will destroy them with the earth.”
(Genesis 6:13) He must have appealed to them to repent of their sins
and reconciled with God. Perhaps they asked him, “What made you
think that God will judge mankind? They must have assumed that he
was crazy. He was not perturbed by the jesting and jeering of
distractors. He focused on the commandment of God, consistently
according to the divine specifications. He completed the project at
the record time.

He brought all the animals that God commanded him to bring in the
ark. God invited Noah and all his families into the Ark. “And the
LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for
thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.” Genesis
7:1) “And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as
God had commanded him: and the LORD shut him in.” /in to the
Ark] (Genesis 7:16) We all know the rest of the story. The point we
need to commit into our hearts is that all about seven billion human
beings living on earth today are all generation of Noah. All the
animals were preserved because of the uprightness of Noah. They are
all existing on earth because of the faithful and obedient walk of
Noah. The Ark was the instrument of preservation and salvation in
the hand of Noah to prevent extinction of humanity and all animals
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on earth. Fullness of the earth was preserved and restored because of
the faithfulness and obedience of Noah. His faithful walk imprinted
an indelible and remarkable footprint for mankind to consider for
inspiration and appreciation.

How legible will your footprint be for the glory of God? What trail
of good works do you want the yet unborn generation to know about
you? The merciful walks and honorable deeds of the individuals
below will give you the idea of how their good works had inspired
and imparted upon humanity.

Nicholas Winton, a 29-year-old London stockbroker, was about
to leave for a skiing holiday in Switzerland, when he received a
phone call from his friend, Martin Blake asking him to cancel his
holiday and immediately come to Prague: "l have a most
interesting assignment and | need your help. Don't bother
bringing your skis." This phone conversation with his friend was
the beginning of his mission of mercy. The following was the
story Nicholas Winton.

"I found out that the children of refugees and other groups
of people who were enemies of Hitler weren't being looked
after. | decided to try to get permits to Britain for them. |
found out that the conditions, which were laid down for
bringing in a child, were chiefly that you had a family that
was willing and able to look after the child, and £50, which
was quite a large sum of money in those days, that was to
be deposited at the Home Office. The situation was
heartbreaking. Many of the refugees hadn't the price of a
meal. Some of the mothers tried desperately to get money
to buy food for themselves and their children. The parents
desperately wanted at least to get their children to safety
when they couldn't manage to get visas for the whole
family. 1 began to realize what suffering there is when
armies start to march." The last trainload of children left on
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Augtist 2, 1939, bringing the total of rescued children to
669.7

Nicholas Winton, a Briton who said nothing for a half-century
about his role in organizing the escape of 669 mostly Jewish
children from Czechoslovakia on the eve of World War Il ... ]

One may be of the opinion that the stockbrokers are relatively rich,
and it will not dig a big hole to his pocket to spend close to 34,000
pounds sterling in 1938 to rescue the helpless children from the camp
of the angry mob of Adolf Hitler Armies on the eve of World War I1.
Apart from the money he spent to rescue these children, think of the
risk involved before he could negotiate the release of these children
from their parents. Think of the emotional anguish a twenty-nine-
year-old young man must have experienced at the parting moment of
these children and their parents, having known that these children
and their parents might never see each other again. Think of the
ordeal of passing through the checking points of the enemies at the
risk of his own life. Think of the fact that he defied being arrested by
the authority for child trafficking during the Operation
Kindertransport and consider the final movements of the children
through whatever available means of transportation from
Czechoslovakia to England. Six hundred and sixty-nine souls were
rescued and preserved from the terror of the war. Finally, think about
how he was able to fix all these children into their adopted families
and follow-up visits he engaged in to ensure that they all blend very
well into the new family. Winton ensured by the grace of God in his
life that their generations were not cut off by the senseless war. No
wonder these 669 children were known and called Winton Children
in England fifty years later.

8 http://www.powerofgood.net/story.php--Obtained online on August 31, 2017

® https://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/02/world/europe/nicholas-winton-is-dead-at-
106-saved-children-from-the-holocaust.html?mcubz=1 (Obtained online on
August 31, 2017)
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Raoul Gustaf Wallenberg was a Swedish architect,
businessman, diplomat, and humanitarian. He is widely
celebrated for saving tens of thousands of Jews in Nazi-
occupied Hungary during the Holocaust from German Nazis
and Hungarian Fascists during the later stages of World War
Il. While serving as Sweden's special envoy in Budapest
between July and December 1944, Wallenberg issued
protective passports and sheltered Jews in buildings
designated as Swedish territory.

The faithful walk of Raoul Gustaf Wallenberg, a Swedish
ambassador who issued Swedish passports to over ten thousands of
Jews children to save them in Nazi-occupied Hungary during the
Holocaust crises was in a way similar to the mission of mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Wallenberg extended his righteous and deliberate
initiative and authority as an ambassador of Swedish nation to save
those innocent children. When Jesus Christ was hung on the Cross of
Calvary, the invisible passport of the Kingdom of heaven was
approved by His blood and issued to millions of people that seek to
enforce the contract of salvation through Him. “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John
3:16) “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven [apart from Jesus Christ’s name] given among
men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12) The saints were not
admitted as immigrant as characterized by humanity system but
rather as bonafide children of God and citizens of the Kingdom of
God by the virtue of spiritual adoption on the Cross. “But as many
as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood,
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” (John
1:12-13)

10 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raoul_Wallenberg
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The footprints of the redeemed children of God, who walked in
holiness and righteousness before God while on earth, that engaged
in the mission of mercy with the message of the gospel are imprinted
in the Book of Life before Almighty God. This is a unique way that
our Heavenly Father remembers their good deeds. This marked the
record of their inspired footprints as they walk up and down upon
earth with focus of eternity in their minds. The red carpet of
Heavenly reception is spread before them with the host of angelic
beings leading the procession to guide them into their mansions in

glory.

Conversely, the wickedness of the unrepented sinful ones is also
remembered and they are all slated for judgment of God. The hottest
portion of hell fire is reserved for these wicked ones for their
horrendous deeds on earth.

“‘And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to
enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell,
into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where their worm
dieth not, and the fire is not gquenched. And if thy foot
offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life,
than having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never
shall be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it
is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one
eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: Where their
worm dieth not, and the fire is not gquenched.” (Mark 9:43-
48)

In three verses, 44, 46 and 48 of this scripture quotations, our Lord
Jesus Christ clearly reiterated the horrible judgment that awaits the
sinful people that imprinted the earth with ugly and wicked footprints
in their lifestyles. Our legs are not designed for sinful walks; our
hands are not intended to engage in sinful activities neither our eyes
are to behold the supervision of despicable activities of wickedness.
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Any act of wickedness against humanity or anything done contrary
to the honor and glory of God in our lives is sinfulness.

Perhaps you have been engaging in any forms of wickedness without
giving it a thought, and you never realized that you are ignorantly
hindering the purposes of God in the lives of your victims. | want
you to consider the way you are littering the earth with painful trails
of your wicked walks that will certainly live after you. You can
change today and try all your efforts to undo all the wickedness that
you have done to humanity.

Saul of Tarsus never knew that he was engaging in wicked walks
against humanity. He did not understand that he was applying his
energy and strength on the wrong side of righteousness until he
encountered Jesus Christ on his way to Damascus. Saul was a
seasoned lawyer and a stunt Judaism. He was an ardent religion
persecutor. Fuming in fury of persecution, on his way to Damascus,
he was pressing and pursuing to possess more authority to persecute
the Church of the Living God, then the bright light from the presence
of God shone upon him. He was livid and fell upon his face. Jesus
Christ asked, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? And he said,
“Who are You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus whom you
are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” (Acts
9:4-5) Saul of Tarsus learnt from this encounter with Jesus Christ
that he had been wickedly persecuting the church. He humbly came
down from his high horse and repented of his wicked ways. He asked
one pertinent question, “Lord, what do You want me to do?” Saul
sought for directions of righteousness from Jesus Christ. He made a
complete U-turn from the pursuit of vanity and wickedness. For the
first time, Saul took the right steps in the right direction and began to
follow the commandments of Jesus Christ. He began to walk in the
light in the pathway of righteousness and holiness. He became an
Apostle of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles and as a spokesperson of Jesus
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Christ. He brought the message of salvation to the Gentile world.
The grace of God was extended to him he was able to pen about two-
third of the New Testament. What an amazing indelible footprint that
a repented sinner could imprint after his sins had been forgiving.

We learnt that there was no statute erected for Hitler in his own
country. The German people do not want to be reminded of his evil
deeds that brought untold destruction upon humanity. On the
contrary, every believer wants his or her life to be transformed like
Saul of Tarsus that became Paul of Jesus, a divinely ordained apostle
to the Gentiles. What will the history write about you? What legacy
of your good deeds do you intend to imprint upon sand of time for
humanity to inspire and transform them in future? I pray that you will
be guided in the righteous pathway of the precepts of the word of
God as well as the exemplary life of kindness and mercy that the
saints described in this book had demonstrated to showcase the
beauty of Jesus Christ in their good deeds.
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Walk in God’s
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We all appreciate the exemplary faithfulness of Abraham in the course
of his ministry. Abraham did not just wake up one day, pack his bag
and baggage, and set off on a journey to the land of Canaan. He took
decision based on the revelation he received from God. He walked in
the confidence of the revelations of God. “Now the LORD had said
unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: And I will
make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless
thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of
the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken
unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was seventy and five
years old when he departed out of Haran.” (Genesis 12:1-4) Abraham
responded to the impulses of the revelation of God and walked at
God’s bidding. Every stop that Abraham made in the course of his
journey, he would set stones upon each other and pure oil on it and
worship God there. This was the foundation of His relationship with
God and also it was the important reason for unique experience he had
in his successful walk with God. Moses, one of the generations of
Abraham followed the same pathway and he was not put to shame.

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the
priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the
desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.
And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of
fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold,
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the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.
And Moses said, | will now turn aside, and see this great
sight, why the bush is not burnt. And when the LORD saw
that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the
midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said,
Here am |. And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest
is holy ground. Moreover, he said, | am the God of thy father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.
(Exodus 3:1-6)

Moses was the classical example of a man who walked in the
revelations of God. He was at the shepherd field tending the cattle
of his father-in-law when he saw a burning bush by the side of Mount
Horeb. He said | would turn aside to see this great sight. “And the
angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the
midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with
fire, and the bush was not consumed. And Moses said, | will now turn
aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.” (Exodus
3:2-3) You can call him an inquisitive person. Yes, you are not far
from the truth. Taking this literally. A shepherd is expected to be
watchful about anything that can infringe on the security and safety
of the animals he is caring for. As a shepherd, Moses was the eyes of
the flocks that he was taking care of. But greater than his
inquisitiveness was the fact that Moses was sensitive to impulses of
Holy Spirit. Instead of leading away the animals from the
endangerment of the burning bush, he left the animals behind, in
order to see what was causing the fire to burn without consuming the
bush. There is no doubt that Angel of the Lord attracted his attention
by the scenario. To God be the glory that he yielded because this
marked the beginning of his calling. From his turning aside leaving
the animals behind him, the grace of revelation was extended to him
to enter into a glorious dialogue with the Creator of whole universe.
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Obviously, Moses was not prepared for the great encounter that day.
Apart from the surprise, he pointed to his inabilities for the great call.
He said, “Who am I, that | should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should
bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?” (Exodus 3:11) The
Lord assured him of His divine presence. Forty years ago, before that
day, he departed Egypt on self-exile. He took into consideration the
likely expected reactions of the Israelites, the people of God when he
got in touch with them in Egypt. He said, “When | come unto the
children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers
hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name?
what shall I say unto them?” (Exodus 3:13) The Lord God Almighty
Who knew the nature of man did not take the question of Moses as
foolishness. He responded humbly but powerfully with a brand-new
revelation about his name that had never reveal to any man on earth.
“And God said unto Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, 1 AM hath sent me unto
you.” (Exodus 3:14) After two more persuasive miracles that
ascertained that truly the Lord had appointed him a leader over the
Israelites, Moses again pointed to his inherent shortcoming of speech
impairment. “And Moses said unto the LORD, O my Lord, 1 am not
eloguent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy
servant: but | am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. And the
LORD said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh
the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the blind? have not | the
LORD? Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach
thee what thou shalt say. (Exodus 4:10-12) Moses was the only one
that experience the revelations of the three names of God in the
course of his calling. Apart from the revelation of Almighty God, I
AM THAT I AM, the name of God—Jehovah—was also revealed to
him. “And God spake unto Moses, and said unto him, | am the
LORD: And | appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob,
by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was | not
known to them.” (Exodus 6:2-3)
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From the moment, he was commissioned to lead the Israelites from
their Egyptians taskmasters in his glorious encounter with God
Moses walked in the revelation of God. Moses, a certified fugitive
who ran away from the arms of the law in a self-exile because he
killed an Egyptian and concealed his body in the sand in his attempt
to help an oppressed Israelite, now came back to his people. He
became transformed in the glory of the empowerment of God’s
revelation. He woke up that faithful day as an animal’s shepherd of
and he slept in the night of the same day as an appointed servant of
the Most High God and a shepherd of God’s people. When he
presented his spiritual credentials and the detailed encounters he had
with Almighty God—the God of Abraham, God of Isaac and God of
Jacob before the elders of Israelites in accordance to God’s
commandment, the people wholeheartedly accepted him as an
appointed leader from God of their fathers.

Moses stepped into his calling in the strength of the revelation he
received of God. He faithfully followed the commandment of God.
He led the elders of Israelites to the palace of Pharaoh with Aaron his
senior brother as his spokesperson to ask for the release of the
Israelites the people of God to worship Him in the wilderness. “And
afterward Moses and Aaron went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus saith
the LORD God of Israel, ‘Let my people go, that they may hold a
feast unto me in the wilderness.” (Exodus 5:1) Pharaoh treated him
with disdain and rejected the request to release the Israelites. He said,
“Who is the LORD, that | should obey his voice to let Israel go? I
know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel go.” (Exodus 5:2)
Obviously, Pharaoh would not release the Israelites without God
showing His awesome power and manifesting Who He is in the
pagan kingdom of Pharaoh. Then the judgement of God came upon
the kingdom of Pharaoh heavily. All the ten powerful miraculous
judgments of God came upon Egypt, the nation that enslaved
Israelites through the revelations God’s words unto Moses His
servant.
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Finally, and just before exit of Israelites from their taskmaster in
Egypt God commanded Moses about the Feast of Passover. In this
feast, the foundational principle of our salvation that stated without
shedding of blood there is no remission of sin was revealed to
Moses in God’s ordnance relating to the Feast of Passover. He
revealed unto Moses the process of preserving the first born of
Israelites in Egypt. Thousands of years later, the same principle
ultimately manifested in the sacrificial death of our Lord Jesus Christ
on the Cross of Calvary for the salvation of mankind.

“Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the
tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a
lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an
house: And if the household be too little for the lamb, let him
and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the
number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall
make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without
blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the
sheep, or from the goats: And ye shall keep it up until the
fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of
the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. And they
shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and
on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it.
And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and
unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Eat
not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water, but roast with fire;
his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. And ye
shall let nothing of it remain until the morning; and that which
remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. And
thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your
feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it
is the LORD'S Passover. For | will pass through the land of
Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt
| will execute judgment: | am the LORD. And the blood shall be
to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when |
see the blood, | will pass over you, and the plague shall not be
upon you to destroy you, when | smite the land of Egypt.”
(Exodus 12:3-14)
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Many had been reading the above passages as one of the stories in
the ministry of Moses. But it is one of the important ordinances of
God to His people. In this passage the procedures and the
fundamental principle of salvation for mankind was laid. God
commanded Moses that each Israelite’s family should set aside for
three days, a lamb without blemish for Passover Feast. A lamb
without blemish that is synonymous to purity or state of sinlessness
is the only acceptable sacrifice unto God for the purpose of
atonement. In this important sacrifice, the important role of blood in
the redemption of the sins of mankind was emphasized. “And almost
all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of
blood is no remission.” (Hebrews 9:22) In order that God may
purified the Israelites dwelling the Goshen, a community of the
people of God in the land of Egypt so as to saved them from
impending destructions that was coming upon the Egyptians, God
told the Israelites to sacrifice an animal without blemish and put its
blood upon the lintel post of their doors. He commanded them to
barbeque the lamb on fire and eat it before the dawn of the day. God
gave His word, “When 1 see the blood, | will pass over you.” As
God had promised, the plague struck and all the first born of the
Egyptians died but no one died in the camp of His children in the
land of Goshen because the blood atoned for them. This was the
beginning of Passover Feast because death passed over the Israelites.
Throughout the scripture, both in the Old Testament and in the New
Testament, the process of redemption of sin of mankind is by the
shedding of blood. The blood of ram and goat atoned for the sins of
Israelites in the temple of God in the Old Testament. In the same
manner, the blood of Jesus Christ who died for the whole world on
the Cross of Calvary was once and for all atoned for the sins of
humanity.

At the crossroad in the journey of the Israelites, Moses was always
depending upon the divine revelation he received to move one.
Immediately after they moved out of Egypt, they settled by the shore
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of Red Sea. Suddenly the ferocious Egyptians’ army rose against the
wearied and defenseless Israelites’ civilians who were just released
from their enslavements. There was pandemonium in the camp of the
Israelites. They could not face the Egyptians that were armed to the
teeth with chariot and other weapons of war. It would be suicidal for
them to run into the sea because there was no hiding place in the deep
sea. The wild desert was not a conducive place to hide. The
pandemonium and panic attack triggered murmuring in the camp.
Many were saying that Moses should have left them in Egypt instead
of bringing them to die in the wilderness. Moses, their leader firmly
trusted in the Lord because God who had brought them out and made
them camp before the Red Sea will not give them to the desires of
their enemies. He assured the fearful people of God and said, “Fear
ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will
shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ve
shall see them again no more for ever. The LORD shall fight for
you, and ve shall hold your peace.” (Exodus 14:13-14) In the
strength of his faith in the Lord, he cried unto God in prayer. The
Lord honored the word of His servant Moses and heavenly guide was
provided. “And the LORD said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou
unto me? speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward:
But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand over the sea,
and divide it: and the children of Israel shall go on dry ground
through the midst of the sea.” (Exodus 14:15-16) Then,
miraculously, the sea water parted into two and the Lord led the
Israelites through the Red Sea on a dry ground.

The Israelites had long been imbibed into deep idolatry worship
when they were dwelling in Egypt. When they had departed Egypt,
the Lord re-orientated them into His righteousness. God revealed
unto the Israelites through Moses the essence of worshipping the true
God. The structure and architectural design of the Temple of the
Living God in the wilderness was revealed to Moses. The
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administration of the Temple and procedural regulations of how
priest should serve in the temple were also reveal to him.

And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, See, | have called by
name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah: and | have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom,
and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of
workmanship, to devise skillful works, to work in gold, and in
silver, and in brass, and in cutting of stones for setting, and in
carving of wood, to work in all manner of workmanship. And I,
behold, | have appointed with him Oholiab, the son of
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and in the heart of all that are
wise-hearted | have put wisdom, that they may make all that |
have commanded thee: the tent of meeting, and the ark of the
testimony, and the mercy-seat that is thereupon, and all the
furniture of the Tent, and the table and its vessels, and the pure
candlestick with all its vessels, and the altar of incense, and
the altar of burnt-offering with all its vessels, and the laver and
its base, and the finely wrought garments, and the holy
garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, to
minister in the priest's office, and the anointing oil, and the
incense of sweet spices for the holy place: according to all that
| have commanded thee shall they do.” (Exodus 31:1-11)

Moses carried out the commandment of God according to the word
of God to the last letter. The Temple of God was built in the
wilderness according to the God’s specification. The Priests were
prepared and anointed into their various offices in the sanctuary to
lead the Israelites to serve God in the Temple. Through the revelation
of the word of God, Israelites were guided and introduced into
worshipping the true the Living God.

One cannot overlook the unparalleled faithfulness that Moses
demonstrated in the course of his walk with God. Moses, unlike
other men of God, was not guided by open vision or dream but the
Lord’s grace was extended to him to speak mouth to mouth with God.
“And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you,
| the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will
speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is not so, who is
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faithful in all mine house. With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even
apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD
shall he behold...” (Numbers 12:6-8) One remarkable quality of
Moses was that He always do everything as God commanded him. It
is one thing to receive revelation of God it is another thing to walk
faithfully in the revelation. The faithful and dependable attributes
singled out Moses as a unique servant of God in the way he always
run with the glorious visions revealed unto him. How I wish the same
can be said of us in our Christian life journey today.

When Moses knew that his imminent end was near, and he was trying
to put his house in order. The first on his list of orderliness was the
Lord’s household of faith—the Israelites that was yet to be taken to
the Promised Land. That was why he asked for his successor who
will bring the purposes of God concerning His people to fulfillment.

And Moses spake unto the LORD, saying, Let the LORD, the
God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation,
which may go out before them, and which may go in before
them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring them
in; that the congregation of the LORD be not as sheep which
have no shepherd. And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee
Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay
thine hand upon him; And set him before Eleazar the priest,
and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their
sight. And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that
all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient.
And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask
counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the LORD:
at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come
in, both he, and all the children of Israel with him, even all the
congregation. And Moses did as the LORD commanded him:
and he took Joshua, and set him before Eleazar the priest, and
before all the congregation: And he laid his hands upon him,
and gave him a charge, as the LORD commanded by the hand
of Moses” (Numbers 27:15-23)
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Joshua was commissioned in accordance to the commandment of
God. He was fully in charge now as the appointed leader of the
Israelites. Joshua did not let the new title enter his head. He patiently
waited for the instructive revelation of God before he directed the
affairs of the Israelites. There was a noticeable pause in the ministry
of Joshua from the moment that Moses died and the time that God
spoke to him to move on. Although the waiting period was not
directly addressed in the Scripture, but it was obviously there for
those who cares to discover. If we recollect, when Moses was alive,
God never directly spoke with Joshua. Joshua was so sure of the
faithfulness of God. He knew that at the appropriate time, the Lord
would speak to guide him about the next line of action about the
journey of the Israelites to the Promised Land. He waited patiently
for God and the Heavenly Father did not deny him of His revelation.
“Moses my servant is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan,
thou, and all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even
to the children of Israel. ...This book of the law shall not depart out
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou
mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then
thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success. Have not | commanded thee? Be strong and of a good
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” (Joshua 1:2,8-9)

The student of the Bible recognized the excellency of King David as
a mighty warrior and also a godly king. The secret of his victory in
battle was his dependency on the guidance of Almighty God. His
military attacks always begin with his prayerful plans before the
Living God. At Ziglag, after the Amalekites had invaded the city and
plundered it and took away the people in captive. David, the
renowned warrior wept bitterly because of the experience. However,
he did not remain in the valley of life. He summed up courage. He
encouraged himself with the word of God. He asked that the priest
should bring him the ephod, the oracular device in order that he might
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enquire from God about his next line of action. “And David said to
Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech's son, | pray thee, bring me hither the
ephod. And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. And David
inquired at the LORD, saying, Shall I pursue after this troop? shall
| overtake them? And he answered him, Pursue: for thou shalt
surely overtake them, and without fail recover all. ” (1 Samuel 30:7-
8) David pursued the enemies as God directed him. The Lord granted
him victory. He also recovered all that enemy had taken away from
the people of God.

In the faithfulness of the Merciful God He always provide David with
the logistic he needed to win the war. The Lord trusted in His servant
David to obediently execute the logistic according to the revelation
of God. “And the Philistines came up yet again, and spread
themselves in the valley of Rephaim. And when David inquired of the
LORD, he said, Thou shalt not go up; but fetch a compass behind
them, and come upon them over against the mulberry trees. And let
it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the
mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the
LORD go out before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines. And
David did so, as the LORD had commanded him; and smote the
Philistines from Geba until thou come to Gazer.” (2 Samuel 5:22-
25)

“And the Philistines yet again spread themselves abroad in the
valley. Therefore, David inquired again of God; and God said unto
him, Go not up after them; turn away from them, and come upon
them over against the mulberry trees. And it shall be, when thou
shalt hear a sound of going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that
then thou shalt go out to battle: for God is gone forth before thee
to smite the host of the Philistines.” (1 Chronicles 14:13-15)

No one that is faithfully walking in the revelation of the word of God
operates alone. An obedient servant of God never walk in fear.
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Success and accomplishment are assured in the mission of those
whose dependency is of the Lord. Our Lord Jesus Christ, our
example walked in the revelation of the word of God as it had been
written of Him. The disciples of Jesus Christ that walked in the
revelation of the truth came back with various testimonies of
accomplishments. No wonder Apostle Paul was so sure about this
fact in his epistle to the Philippians, “I can do all things through
Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:13) This was
because those who walk in the revelation of the word of God are
strengthened by the power of the word. The disciples Jesus Christ
that was sent out two by two came back with a report of
unprecedented miracles. “And the seventy returned again with joy,
saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means
hurt you.” (Luke 10:17, 19)
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There is a difference between ideology and truth. ldeologies are
ideas, ideals and cultural ethical beliefs formed by mankind. There
is an ideology of hatred that manifest in various hate groups all over
the world today. There is ideology of religion that manifest in the
way human being resolved in their minds to worship God according
to their own mindsets and ulterior motives that was completely
against the doctrine of the truth that the word of God demanded.
There is an ideology of secrecy and dark rituals that formed the
foundation of occultism and cult. This is common among humanity
all over the world because many people love to operate within these
dark and secret fellowships. They have unique signs and symbols
with which they identify each other. All these ideologies have
blended together and evolved and came up with a brand-new age
religion that, if one is not careful, an innocent individual may be
thinking that he or she is in the congregation with others to serve true
God without knowing that he or she is lost in these crowd of
ideological worship gathering. That is why we must endeavor to seek
for the truth passionately and insistently because it will make us free.
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
(John 8:32)

God wants to be worshipped on His own terms of righteousness and
holiness. He wants to be worshipped in truth and in Spirit. “God is a
Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth.” (John 4:24) “And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD
am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be
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mine.” (Leviticus 20:26) Truth only emanated from God. Truth
revealed that God created the Heaven and the Earth. Truth confirmed
that Heavenly God is the sustainer of the whole universe. The
Creator did not leave us in darkness about the truth that we should
know. He gave man commandment of righteousness and demanded
that we should walk in it. “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the
ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We
will not walk therein.” (Jeremiah 6:16) Precepts upon precepts he
used His instruments, His servants—the prophets of old and His Son,
Jesus Christ the Word incarnated to shine the bright line upon the
ministries of the prophets. He declared, “Think not that I am come
to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to
Sfulfil.” (Matthew 5:17) He revealed unto mankind, “And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:32) It
means we need to seek for truth painstakingly on the merit of truth
alone. We are not to seek for the truth through our culture and tribal
tainted background beliefs or personal ideology. We are not
expected to seek for the truth from the point of view of a majority
because the multitude with corrupt ideologies will taint, manipulate,
and alter the final message of truth.

Christianity is not a religion. It is a way of life. Christians were
originally known as the people of the “way.” Perhaps when Jesus
Christ declared unto the His disciples in John 14:6, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me,”
people coined the believers as “people of the way.” Obviously from
the peaceful ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, you can behold His
way of peace, His way of righteousness, His way of love and His way
of holiness. That was why the believers were dwelling together in
one accord and praying and preaching in Christlike brand of love of
God. Jesus never engaged forcefulness against anyone nor
compelled any to become a believer because there is a better way of

peace and righteousness to achieve great harvest of souls for the
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glory of God. He was always going about doing good. “How God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the
devil; for God was with him.” (Acts 10:38) These peaceful,
righteous, and good deeds attracted many people to the fold of God
because in Heaven there is no chaos. Jesus Christ, the Prince of
Peace desired that the will of God may be done on earth as it is in
Heaven. “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
heaven.” (Matthew 6:10) That was why He gave a new
commandment to His disciples, “4 new commandment I give unto
you, That ye love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another.” (John 13:34-35) In the pursuit of
peace, love and righteousness, as the core foundation of the method
of operation, humanity are expected to walk to and fro on earth to
play our God given roles as His grace had been extended to us.

Brethren this book will not complete without sharing one of the
remarkable experiences in my lifetime. It was in the summer of 2007.
Precisely Thursday August 16. Sister Joy Gold, one of my Christian
colleagues in the office, invited me to attend a Christian program in
the United Nations Building. The complex is a walking distant to my
office. Initially I assumed the program is one of the break-period
Christian fellowships we normally hold. The humid, hot weather of
the summer was not friendly at all on this day. | suggested to myself,
“Why don’t you stay in the air-conditioning office to spend your
break period today. Your legs need a rest because of the painful
callous on your feet. You can even spend the period to do some of
the pending office works.” While | was still thinking of the reasons
why | should not attend the program, Brother John Odusote cut in,
“Are you not going to the program?”” He waited to receive a response,
but none was coming from me. “Anyway, | am going now... Bye!”
He ended his words and walked out of the office. And that small still
voice echoed in me, “Do not forsake the gathering of the
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righteous.” It was like something hit me on my head and woke up
from my slumber. | stormed out of the office, putting all the
suggesting hindrances behind me and I shouted, “Wait for me. I am
coming.”

United Nations complex is just a block away. We strolled down to
the complex. The picture of the event was far larger than what my
narrow mind expected. It was in the gathering I discovered the divine
appointment that God Himself had earmarked for His people on that
day. Before going further, I need to explain what the United Nations
stands for. The organization can be described as the political
headquarters of the world peace. It is the broker for the world peace.
The representatives of the nations of the world always come together
in the annual General Assembly to have a dialogue on how to resolve
global issues. The organization provides forum to address the issue
of wars throughout the globe. They provide forum for children
development. The unfortunate global famine, global health issues
and global ecological problems are addressed in the organization.
Every year the head of each nation in the world comes together in
their General Assembly to address the Assembly in the matter
relating to their nations.

Perhaps you are still wondering why this explanation is needed. It is
because the Christian program took place in one of the assembly halls
for international forums. The tables in the assembly are joined
together in a semi-circular formation. And the chairs are permanently
screwed down to the floor of the assembly. Each permanent chair is
for the kings, presidents or the heads of nations. There are additional
moveable chairs directly at the back of each permanent chair. Those
chairs are meant for the entourage of the head of nations or their
representative. On the Conference hall tables are microphones as
well as two imprinted name tag for each nation. One of the nametags
faced the nation’s representative seating on the permanent seat to
indicate that the nation had a seat in the organization and the other
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faced the camera so that when any of the head of state is speaking,
the camera will be able to identify the nation that is represented. The
high tables are a bit elevated. They were also jointed rectangular
tables facing the semi-circular arrangement of tables and chairs so
that all the participants can see the high table.

I know that you may be tempted to say, “What is so special about the
arrangement of the hall that we held the Christian program. The high
table that the Chairman of the Assembly of Nations always sits was
the podium set aside for Pastor Sunday Adelaja, an anointed man of
God from Embassy of God Church, Ukraine and his able ministers.
The other semi-circular seats and tables that were set aside for the
kings, presidents and head of states of all the nations of earth were
the seats that the invited Christian ministers occupied on that day.
For the first time each of these Christian ministers represented the
nations of the entire world to hold Jesus Christ’s agenda in United
Nations, New York for the glory of God. And suddenly the dream
came alive to me that the gathering was not a common Christian
program. The gathering was symbolic, taking into consideration of
the timing. The General Assemblies of the nations was around the
corner. | sensed in the spirit that the meeting is designed to be a
spiritual point of contact to all these national leaders all over the
world that will soon take their podium in the same auditorium. The
composition of over 600 anointed ministers that assembled together
in the place that all these head of nations always meet was a pointer
to the fact that God was about to do something.

A renowned Christian musician led the praise and worship.
Everybody in the auditorium was powerfully touched by the lyrics
and the melody of her songs. People praised the Heavenly King in
unison with the fruit of their lips. The invocation was awesome. The
telecast clipping of the Embassy of God Church in Ukraine was
shown to the audience as a testimony about what God is doing in the
nation through the Church. In the strength of the anointing of Holy
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Spirit, Pastor Sunday Adelaja stepped into the podium. Before he
began to address the assembly, he said, “Let us pray.” He directed
that every individual in the assembly hall should lift up a name tag
of a nation while praying. Invariably, two different people lifted up
the two-name tags of each nation. Through the Grace of God, I lifted
up the name tag of Republic of Korea that day. The spiritual
connotation of this is that, with the power of the Heavenly King, one
can chase a thousand and two will put ten thousand to flight. How
could one man chase a thousand, or two put ten thousand to flight,
unless their Rock had sold them, unless the Lord had given them up?
(Deuteronomy 32:30) The man of God centered his prayer on Psalm
24:7-10 that the power of God through salvation might permeate and
dominate every nation, that Christ might reign supreme in every
nation under the heaven.

Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient
doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is this King
of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle. Lift up your heads, O you gates; lift them up, you
ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. Who is he,
this King of glory? The Lord Almighty-- he is the King of glory.

It was not that type of rhetoric prayer that minister lead and the rest
echo ‘Amen.” The whole assembly of the righteous responded
spontaneously in one accord with speaking in different tongues and
in spirit as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance. It was as if it was
planned. Obviously yes... divinely planned and ordained by
Heavenly God Himself. With the spontaneous prayer in the anointed
tongue of Holy Spirit that went on for a while in the gathering, it was
not difficult to deduce that there was a visitation of Holy Spirit in the
gathering. In that brief moment, the atmosphere was charged. One
can feel the powerful movement of the Spirit of God in the gathering.
It was the first of its kind that | had witnessed in United Nations
premises. There is no doubt that God used the assembly of the
righteous to take possession of the earth in the spiritual realm and
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prepare the meeting place for the leaders that will soon hold their
assemblies there. “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the
earth.” (Matthew 5:5) “... the righteous will inherit the land and
dwell in it forever.” (Psalm 37:29) Yes! The footprints of the
righteous children of God had been imprinted on that day in the
auditorium where the leaders of the nations of the world are meeting
annually. | do not know exactly how this is going to manifest but
certainly, the world will no longer be the same. It will take a new
shape in the blessed will of God. The anointed presence of God had
touched down at that specific location as a point of contact to the
entire nations of the world in United Nations. The divine touch of
glory of God will surely be made manifest on earth. The mercy of
God will prevail and reign supreme in the affairs of mankind. | was
glad that I was there to partake in the glorious moment of the
gathering of godly people.

Perhaps you are wondering and asked, “What is the essence of this
brief story?” Wherever the children of God are gathering together in
one accord and in unity of purpose lifting up the hands of praise to
honor the name of Almighty God, there is invaluable blessing of God
waiting for you in the gathering because the presence of God is there.
At God’s appointed time, He always open the door of blessing to His
children. No one knows the scheduled time that He had set aside for
deliverance and healing our lands. No one can pinpoint the moment
of His miracles. Zacchaeus did not miss the moment of the blessing
of God. He was short in stature, but this physical shortcoming was
compensated with his prompt decision-making. He climbed the
Sycamore tree in anticipation that Jesus Christ will pass-by so that
he will be able to see a glimpse of Him. His faithful efforts paid off
because when Jesus got under the tree, He called Zacchaeus to come
down because the Creator of the Universe will dwell in his house.
“And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and
said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for today |
must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and
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received him joyfully.” (Luke 9:5-6) Zacchaeus positioned himself in
the zone of blessing of God. He never remained the same again
because that day, salvation entered the house of Zacchaeus and the
life of the sinful tax collector became transformed.

God always positions His children at the strategic places to walk in
through His opened door and participate in the already completed
work of the Cross. This is why it is expedient to be sensitive to the
impulses of Holy Spirit that constantly reminding us about the divine
appointment we have with the Lord in the gathering of the saint.
“Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.” (Matthew
18:19-20)

If the believers will execute the grace that God had bestowed upon
them and transformed the earth for the glory of God, it can easily be
accomplished when we gather together in unity and one accord in
His name. If the purpose of the gathering is real and glorious, the
environment is conducive for the glory of God and if the unity of
purpose if ascertained, certainly, the presence of God will manifest
there. God honored the gathering of the Israelites at the dedication of
the Temple of Solomon. Although Solomon was not a priest, but the
Heavenly Father answered his prayer with the manifestation of His
glorious presence. “Now when Solomon had made an end of praying,
the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering
and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house. And
the priests could not enter into the house of the LORD, because the
glory of the LORD had filled the LORD'S house.” (2Chronicles 7.:1-
2) Walk in close proximity to God in the opened door of His blessing.
He will rub off His glory upon your life. You will shine brilliantly
for the glory of God and you will never remain the same.
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If you do not walk you cannot be delivered
If you do not walk you cannot discover,

If you do not walk you cannot dream,

If you do not walk you cannot determine,
If you do not walk you cannot declare,

If you do not walk you cannot develop

If you do not walk you cannot dominate

If you do not walk you cannot be delivered. Although you may not
know who was in charge of your life before you embraced salvation.
Certainly, it was not Jesus Christ then, until a certain transaction took
place in the spirit. Inward realization of your spiritual shortcoming
set in. For the first time you saw your own nakedness in the spirit,
because spiritually you were convicted by your past deed. You
beheld the ugliness of your sins. Just like in the vision of Isaiah,
where he said, “Woe is me! for | am undone; because | am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for
mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.” (Isaiah 6.:5) You
desired a cleansing blood of redemption from the Cross. At the altar
call, an opportunity for redemption was available for you. At this
very moment you are moved in the spirit, and you took a walk from
the clutches of Satan to get hold of your salvation in the presence of
the Savior. People that believe in the efficacy of the message of God
are asked to come out to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.
Voluntarily, some in sincere wet teary face after realizing their
sorrowful sinful past deed stood up and left their seats in order to
cleave to Jesus. This is a walk that emanated from a righteous
decision. Perhaps one of the shortest distances you ever walked to
take advantage of an everlasting rewarding offer of eternity. It is
deeper than the way we always think about it. It is a walk from the
spiritual darkness into the brilliant light of salvation. It is a walk from
the pathway of death to life eternal. Only one-step made the
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difference. You came in as a sinner to the gathering, but on that
glorious day, heaven came down to deliver you. You left the
gathering to your dwelling place as a saint because you encounter the
divine touch of God.

That is why the scripture commanded us to come out and be separate.
“Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what
communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ
with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? And
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the
temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And
walk among them. | will be their God, And they shall be My people.”
Therefore, "Come out from among them and be separate, says the
Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.” “I will
be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the
Lord Almighty.” (Il Corinthians 6:14-18) This type of walk is not
peculiar to these people alone, there were saints that had taken the
same giant step like them. Peter walked away from the miraculous
abundant catch of fish. He walked away from his lucrative business
of professional fishing of his time. He walked away from the
precious asset of his fishing boat and fishing net in order to follow
the Provider. He followed our Lord Jesus Christ, and He discovered
the heavenly transition and transformation of becoming the fisher of
men. Please walk away from the unprofitable worldliness of this
world. “What shall it profit a man, if you gain the whole world and
lose your soul.” You have to shift base from the camp of sinful
people to the camp of righteous people by acceptance of the salvation
through faith and repentance of your sins. You have to decamp from
the doubtfuls and pitch your tent with the faithfuls in the Lord and
develop faith in the revealed truth of the gospel. Without faith it is
impossible to please Him ...
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And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten
men that were lepers, which stood afar off: And they lifted up
their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. And
when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves
unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they
were cleansed. (Luke 17:12-14)

If you do not walk you cannot discover. The only common shout of
the lepers in Israel of old was, ‘unclean,” ‘unclean.’ Yes, they are
unclean because of their incurable skin diseases. This horrible
disease separated and isolated them away from the community of
clean, leper-free people. Anyone that does not want to be infected
with the disease would certainly keep a far distance from the
uncleansed lepers. But when they heard that Jesus Christ, the Healer
was in their vicinity, their hope of being cleansed was raised. Their
prayerful shout indicated their assurance and eagerness. At a closed
distance, they shouted, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” Jesus did
not specifically pray for them at that point. He did not lay His hands
upon them. He simply gave them an unusual simple task. He said,
“Go shew yourselves unto the priests.” The reason for this directive
was that God commanded the priests to carefully inspect the skin of
the leper and certify whether he is cleansed of disease or not.
(Leviticus 13) As simple as the task seemed to be, it was seemingly
an illogical process of cleansing for the contagious disease. No oil or
balm was rubbed on their skin. Christ did not offer them medication
them for their ailments. Whether it was logical or not, the Master had
spoken. He had the final say concerning any situation. He said in the
Scripture, “... My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.”
“I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass, I have purposed it, I
will also do it.” (Isaiah 46:10-11) The lepers exhibited great faith in
responding to the commandment of Jesus Christ. They did not
hesitate. Their obedience blended with their faith. They commenced
on their journey to divine healing of Christ. For the first time they
decamped from the isolated leprosy colony and begin to head
towards the crowd of clean people. As they were going to see the
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priest, their miracles took place. They discovered that they were
completely cleansed. The lepers walked in obedience and faith to
discover the healing power of God.

With her two daughters-in-law she set out from the place
where she had been living, and they took the road that would
lead them back to Judah. But on the way, Naomi said to her
two daughters-in-law, "Go back to your mothers' homes
instead of coming with me. And may the LORD reward you
for your kindness to your husbands and to me. May the LORD
bless you with the security of another marriage." Then she
kissed them good-bye, and they all broke down and wept.
"No," they said. "We want to go with you to your people." But
Naomi replied, "Why should you go on with me? Can | still
give birth to other sons who could grow up to be your
husbands? No, my daughters, return to your parents' homes,
for | am too old to marry again. And even if it were possible,
and | were to get married tonight and bear sons, then what?
Would you wait for them to grow up and refuse to marry
someone else? No, of course not, my daughters! Things are
far more bitter for me than for you, because the LORD himself
has caused me to suffer.” And again they wept together, and
Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye. But Ruth insisted
on staying with Naomi. "See," Naomi said to her, "your sister-
in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods. You
should do the same." But Ruth replied, "Don't ask me to leave
you and turn back. | will go wherever you go and live wherever
you live. Your people will be my people, and your God will be
my God. | will die where you die and will be buried there. May
the LORD punish me severely if | allow anything but death to
separate us!" So when Naomi saw that Ruth had made up her
mind to go with her, she stopped urging her. (Ruth 1:7-18)

An unprecedented blow of calamity befell the family of Elimelech
the husband of Naomi that came from the tribe of Judah. Elimelech,
the husband of Naomi as well as her two sons, Mahlon and Chilion
died in Moab. The survival of this terrible blow in the family of
Elimelech were Naomi and her two daughter-in-laws, Orpah and
Ruth. Now Naomi was about to return to Judah to her people.
Perhaps Naomi thought she cannot continue to carry the bag of
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sorrow around her as she continued to harbor the two widows of her
sons, she persuaded them to go back to their people.

Orpah and Ruth were two Moabites that have two different views
about life. In the situation they found themselves, Orpah beheld bleak
and hopelessness in her future with Naomi in Judah, but Ruth had a
dream of a bright future in Judah with Naomi. Orpah kissed her
mother-in-law and departed to her people in Moab. Despite the
persuasive words of Naomi that Ruth should follow the footsteps of
Orpah to her people and her gods in Moab, Ruth clung unto Naomi
with an unyielding determination. As an assurance of her
determination, she made an instant and unparalleled poetic
declaration that redefined her life forever. She boldly made an
assertive statement and said:

“Entreat me not to leave you,
Or to turn back from following after you;
For wherever you go, | will go;
And wherever you lodge, | will lodge;
Your people shall be my people,
And your God, my God.”

The acronyms of R--U--T--H below confirmed the above statement.

@—Right winning attitude within—Ruth’s attitude of kindness,
thoughtfulness, mercy and help made her to standout easily.
[U—Unreserved loved for God—Because Ruth loved God, she also

possessed a heart of pure love for her mother-in-law.
[T—Tender loving kindness for humanity—This made Ruth

hospitable and easily blend with strangers in her environment.
Humility, honesty and hardworking and self-control—This is

the secret of marketability of a virtuous woman. (Prov. 31:10-31)

That very moment Ruth made the statement, something powerful
took place in her spirit. She took a powerful step of faith in the spirit.
She walked from her Moabites’ idolatry past and crossed the
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boundary of eternal death to the eternal life in order to pitch her tenth
with the people of God in Judah. That moment the path of her destiny
changed because of the righteous choice she made. At that moment
her heaven was opened simply because she walked righteously. The
future dream of Ruth, her determination and her declaration all
hinged on the spiritual walk she made. That was why she was not
afraid to launch into her future’s hope. By faith, she began to develop
in the strength of her giant stride. In humility and obedience to Naomi
her mother-in-law, Ruth blended with the righteous culture of
Israelites, the people of God in Judah. She dwelt in and obeyed the
righteous law of God. And the Lord enlarged the coast of Ruth and
was able to break a new ground. She became the wife of Boaz a close
relative of Naomi.

Ruth was probably not the first nor the last wife of Boaz but was only
the recognized wife of Boaz. She had a son called Obed. Obed was
not the only son of Boaz, but he was the only recognized son of Boaz
in the scripture. Ruth dominated and overshadowed the family of
Boaz because she walked righteously. Obed the son of Boaz was an
anchor to the covenant of Abraham. The covenant was certainly
fulfilled in Obed because he was the father of Jesse and who was the
father of the famous King David. “The path of the righteous is like
the first gleam of dawn, shining ever brighter till the full light of
day.” (Proverbs 4:18) Ruth, a Moabite and a certified Gentile locked
herself into God’s grace of becoming the great, great grandmother of
our Lord Jesus Christ, Who also came through the linage of King
David. The DNA of Ruth found its way to blend with the DNA of
Holy Spirit in the vein of Jesus Christ simply because she walked
righteously. Ruth was the only Gentile that had a book credited to
her name in the scripture. Isn’t that a glorious walk?

Walking is the major function of the sole of our feet. Walking goes
beyond locomotion purposes in man. Walking speaks of our ways of
life, our lifestyles, and the type choices we make. It speaks of our
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interests, our characters, our attitudes, and desires. Our responses to
issues of life, lifestyle and choices be it secular or spiritual. All
aspects of man’s life are tied to where the sole of his feet can carry
him. From any direction we may look at the life of a man, righteous
or wicked end-product is the principal reason that motivates the sole
of man’s feet to walk. Man can sincerely or nonchalantly walk in any
of the directions he chose.

Living is lively and it is lovely. The type of walk you undertake
shapes and determines the end result of your destiny. To put smile
on the face of others in demonstration of the beauty of Jesus Christ
is a fulfilling living. Anyone that operates in the characteristics of
righteous walk will attract the blessing of Almighty God unto
himself. Anyone that operates in the similitude of wicked walk and
careless straying away into the territory of sin will attract the
judgment of God unto himself.

Walking in the flesh will only fulfill the desire of the selfish flesh.
Every form of wickedness and evil activities found among humanity
is retrogression in the pathway of spiritual life of humanity. Evil
cannot redeem evil, only good can overcome evil. The scripture says,
‘... overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:21) It was further
recommended that “if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give
him drink...” (Romans 12:20) That was why in the Old Testament, a
lamb without blemish was recommended for the atonement of sins
of the people of God. The same principle was why the sin-free blood
of Jesus Christ atoned for the sins of the whole world. “... without
shedding of blood is no remission.” (Hebrews 9:22) \Whatever is
achieved through wickedness or by evil means cannot stand the test
of eternity. In addition, the consequential reward of any act of
wickedness done unto humanity will one day be triggered off upon
the evil perpetrator, unless the individual repented of the sin. Anyone
who is not walking in love, in righteousness, in kindness and in
holiness is crookedly crawling spiritually like a serpent. Serpent
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walked wickedly and deceptively against mankind in the Garden of
Eden. He dragged man into sin and wrath of judgment of God. He
incurred the wrath of God and became a crawling being and a dust
eater—a defeated foe.

But Enoch walked righteously with grace and with eternity in focus.
In the uprightness of his mind, he walked with God in holiness, he
did not experience corruption. He faithfully walked in the physical
and spiritual before God and in the process transited from physical
into eternity of rest. “And all the days of Enoch were three hundred
sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with God: and he was not;
for God took him.” (Genesis 5:23-24) He did not experience
corruption of death. Examine your own life today. Are you walking
uprightly like Enoch or crawling crookedly like a serpent? Think!
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Walk
With
Grace

Walk in the precepts of God.

The earth is not design for stagnation.
Earth orbits on its axis round about the Sun.
Moon orbits on its axis round about the Earth.
Man must walk on the chosen ordinance of God.

Walk diligently to discover your potential and wealth.
Every diligent and tenacious walker thrives on earth.
Gold and diamond are precious earthly treasures.
Only the diligent walkers dig into the ground.

To unearth the hidden riches of the earth.

Walk to develop and improve your future.
Ant is a great walker and a great worker.
That is why it is ever fit and never lacks.
It searches for its provision in summer.
And enlarges its store house in autumn.

Walk to discern and dominate the earth,
Man is a precious investment of God on Earth,
Man is the eyes of God and hope of God for Earth.
Our feet the anchor of God for messages of salvation.
In a giant stride, walk in faith to gather the harvest of glory.

By Michael A. Eleyinafe
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Thanks for taking time to read the Reflect on This! Series 12. If you would like
to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, please pray the prayer
in the box below. Please note that you are about to make the most important
decision in your life. Please pay attention to details.

Lord Jesus Christ, | know that you are the Son of Living God. You
died for me on the Cross. | know that | have sinned in my thoughts,
words and actions. There are so many good things | failed to do.
There are so many sinful things | have done. | confess all my
wrongdoings and | am truly sorry for my sinful life. | now turn away
from everything that your word pointed to me to be sinful. Have
mercy upon me, O Lord and forgive me all my sins. You gave your
life as a ransom for my soul; | gratefully give my life to you. | humbly
invite you to come into my life as my Savior to redeem me, and as
my Friend to be with me forever. My Lord and my King, | will serve
you all the remaining years of my life in complete obedience to your
words, in Jesus name, Amen.

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of mind, rest
assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you now. We also join the
heavenly host to rejoice with you and we say, “You are welcome to the fold
of believers.” There are important things you must know and the steps you
have to take. The author of this book is a member of Deeper Life Bible
Church but please get in contact with any Bible Believing Living Church
near you where you can truly serve the Lord in truth and in spirit in order to
learn and know more about the love of God.

Please fill your name and the date of your decision in the Decision Page at
the next page. It is important you give us feedback for the purpose of follow
up. Please feel free to write to us so that we can send you some materials
that will help you in your Christian walk.
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DECISION PAGE

Name

Address

E-mail Address

Hereby confess by faith today (Date)
that Jesus Christ is the Son of Living God. He died for me on the Cross of Calvary
and | am redeemed with His precious blood. | wholeheartedly repented my sins and
| believed that the Heavenly Father has forgiven me my sins. | am now counted
among the righteous as one of the children of God through the special adoption by
His blood. I begin my Christian journey in the newness of life observing His precepts
according to the word of God each day of my life until | see Him face to face in
Heaven.

Beloved of the Lord,

Please make photocopy of this page for all those who have accepted Jesus
Christ as their Savior through this ministry and mail it to us at the address below
for the purpose of follow-up as well as a feedback about the faithfulness of God
in our ministry.

Michael A. Eleyinafe
Christ Light Bearers Inc.
P. 0. Box 141, New York, NY 10163
www.christlightbearers.org
e-mail: mike@christlightbearers.org
Tel. No. (718) 825-6564
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Reflect on This!

CHRIST LIGHT BEARERS PUBLICATIONS

CoNoR~LNE

REFLECT ON THIS! SERIES

| Know the King

Sowing in Tears

Holy Spirit

The Making of Fishers of Men
Walking in the Shoe of David
The Parables

Power of Praise

Crises of Your Cross
Wilderness Experience

. The Commandments

. The Temple of God

. Walking With Grace

. Shepherd and the Flock
. Covenant of Blood

Visit our web site www.christlightbearers.org for your copy.

(*Will be available soon)

POCKET MINISTER SERIES

ONoGaRwWdE

Spiritual Adoption
Office Fellowship
Fulfilled Father
Fulfilled Mother
Burden Bearer
Moment of Tears

The Name of the Lord
Jonah In Humanity

Visit our website
www.christlightbearers.org for your copy
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Walking with Grace

CHRIST LIGHT BEARERS PUBLICATIONS

EVANGELICAL TRACTS - FREE!

A Dollar or a Kingdom
Balanced Diet

Good Ground

Smoking Commander
Waiting to Excel

Chinese Recipe

17-Year Locusts

Recycle Lesson

You are Welcome

10. Burden Bearer

11. Musical Chairs

12. Crazy Evangelist

13. Beware of the Virus

14. The Fine Line of the Century
15. Another Solution is Murdered
16. Insure Your Eternity

17. Seven Valid Proofs of Eternity

CoNO~wWNE

Also available at www.christlightbearers.org where you can share
them with your loved ones via social media or print directly for
office and personal evangelism.

OTHER BOOKS

1. Beyond Human Reasoning
2. Goto the Ant
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Reflect on This!
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Michael A. Eleyinafe is a minister of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and a Holy
Spirit-inspired Christian writer. He a member of Deeper Life Bible Church, Bronx
New York. He is the President of Christ Light Bearers Ministry
(www.christlightbearers.org), a non-denominational Christian Publication Ministry.

Michael is a 1982 graduate of Yaba College of Technology and holds a Higher
National Diploma in Accountancy. Michael believes he is called to render an
account of good stewardship unto God in terms of reaching out to people with the
word of God. This calling is evidenced in the publication of 17 Evangelical Tracts,
14 Book Series of Reflect on This! and 8 Mini-book Series of Pocket Minister—
Bible Resources book projects that the Holy Spirit inspired him to publish. He also
publishes Daily Devotionals, Christian Poems and soul-searching Christian articles
on the Internet. Michael wrote two songs “Song of Penitent Sinner” and
“He is Coming Back” Michael is also a columnist in the West African News,
New York.

Michael's other books, Beyond Human Reasoning and Go to the Ant were
published by End Time Wave Publications and American Book Publishing
respectively. Michael is happily married and blessed with dynamic children and
grandchildren.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Michael A. Eleyinafe

Christ Light Bearers Inc.

P. O. Box 141, New York, N. Y. 10163

www.christlightbearers.org
www.thinkheaven.org

e-mail: mike@christlightbearers.org
maeleyinafe@gmail.com

Tel. No. (718) 825-6564
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