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              Chapter 

The Preparation 
 
Then He said to Abram: "Know certainly that your descendants 
will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, 
and they will afflict them four hundred years. (Genesis 15:13) 
 
Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 
430 years. At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the 
Lord's divisions left Egypt. Because the Lord kept vigil that night 
to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to 
keep vigil to honor the Lord for the generations to come.  
(Exodus 12:40-42) 
       

 

The word of God is a mystery. Wisdom of man cannot 

fathom it. Philosophy and science are not in any way close 

to its understanding. In some cases, theological 

understanding of the word could be subject to so many 

schools of thoughts. The perfect understanding of the word 

only comes by the revelation of Holy Spirit unto man. One 

does not always come to the realization of this fact until the 

concealed mysteries in the word begin to unfold itself 

through the manifestation power of Holy Spirit.  

 

Consistent to the faithful ways of Almighty God in His 

dealings with humanity, covenant always precedes His 

relationship with man. God had a covenant with Noah 

before he used Him as an instrument to save the generation 

of Noah. In the same manner, God began a relationship 

with Abraham through covenant. In a vision, God visited 

1 
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Abram. The Lord assured him and said, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward… 

“I am the Lord who brought you out of Ur of the 

Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.”  Then, 

Abram asked God, “Lord God, How shall I know that I will 

inherit it?” God told him to make an offering unto Him. 

“Bring me a three year-old heifer, a three-year old female 

goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young 

pigeon.” The question is, “Did God needed a sacrifice 

before He fulfilled his words?” Absolutely not! He did not 

need one. However, He dealt with Abram according to the 

knowledge of his environment. In order that Abram can be 

convinced that all the Lord’s promises would be fulfilled, 

God entered into covenant with him.  

 

It was the type of covenant that Abram was familiar. 

Abram provided the offering animals, cut them into two 

and placed each piece opposite each other in accordance to 

the ancient ways of covenant making. The parties involved 

in the covenant will pass through the middle of the 

offering. In our days, two signatures on a document will 

establish a covenant or a contract. God and Abram cannot 

pass through the offering at the same time to seal the 

covenant because no man can see the face of God and live. 

God once told Moses, “You cannot see My face; for no 

man shall see Me, and live." (Exodus 33:20) Therefore, 

Abram fell into a deep sleep, perhaps the type of sleep that 

came upon Adam when God created Eve in the Garden of 

Eden. A horror and great darkness fell upon him. Then God 

said to Abram, “Know certainly that your descendants will 

be strangers in a land that is not theirs and will serve them, 

and they will afflict them four hundred years.” The 
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scripture described the scenario as horror and great 

darkness. This was not an indication that the covenant was 

evil. Rather it was the Abram’s first experience of the pillar 

of cloud that we later known as the manifestation of the 

glory of Almighty God. There is no other way a dreaming, 

sound sleeping man can describe the awesome glory of 

God.  What befell upon Abram was obviously the glory of 

God when the Heavenly King visited the sacrifice of 

Abram while he was sleeping. Nobody has heard anything 

about the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire. No one has known 

about Shekinah glory of God that became so prominent 

later in the course of the journey of the Israelites in the 

wilderness.  

 

Covenant of God preceded the journey of the Israelites in 

the wilderness. Covenant of Almighty God gave birth to the 

prophetic utterances of God about what will become the 

situation of the children of Abram in the course of 400 

years later. The prophetic utterance of the Living God 

determined the nature of their sojourning in the strange 

land. The Israelites lived in Egypt for 430 years but the 

prophecy of God about their ordeal was that they would 

serve the Egyptians and afflict them for 400 years.  You 

will notice that the time length of the afflictions of 

Israelites in Egypt was in the multiple of 40 years. Their 

journey in the wilderness to the Promise Land was also 40 

years another multiple of 40. Obviously, the approximate 

first thirty years of the Israelites in Egypt was a pleasant 

period for them because Joseph, son of Jacob who became 

the prime Minister in Egypt was still alive, God divinely 

used him to provide a place for the Israelites in Egypt and 

to be a blessing for the Egyptians. Until his death, he was a 
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strong force to reckon with in Egypt, and he was a strong 

voice of blessing and protection for his brethren in Egypt.  

 

After the death of Joseph and when a new Pharaoh took 

over the reign in Egypt, the years of their affliction began. 

“Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who did not know 

Joseph. And he said to his people, ‘Look, the people of the 

children of Israel are more and mightier than we; come, let 

us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multiply, and it 

happen, in the event of war, that they also join our enemies 

and fight against us, and so go up out of the land.’ 

Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them 

with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply 

cities, Pithom and Raamses.” (Exodus 1:8-11) The number 

of years of their affliction in Egypt was precisely 400 years. 

The divine utterance of God ordained it. It was not over or 

less by one day because God Himself kept a vigil over their 

release from the bondage in Egypt. “Because the Lord kept 

vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt …” (Exodus 

12:42) The keeping of the vigil by the Heavenly God was 

to ensure that their release was certain and that the accuracy 

of His prophetic declaration was not overturned by any 

circumstantial wicked activities of humanity.  
 

There are great Bible scholars today in the world. 

Notwithstanding, we are all learning through the inspiration 

of Holy Spirit. No one can claim to be an expert in the 

interpretation of the scripture. The author of this book is of 

the humble opinion that it would be erroneous to assert that 

the Covenant keeping God, whose eyes always watches 

over His people would allow extra thirty years margin of 

error of affliction upon the people that the Scripture 
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described as the apple of His eyes. This is far from the 

faithful attribute of Almighty God. The Bible says, “The 

eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are 

attentive to their cry.” (Psalm 34:15) 
 

Another interesting question is why did God allow the 

affliction of the Egyptians upon the Israelites? The hostility 

towards the Israelites in Goshen was part of the plans of 

God to prepare them for the task ahead. Remember that, 

“all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose.” 

(Romans 8:28)  This leads us to an important issue of life—

objective of God and His plans versus the desire of man. 

God was aware of the craftiness and wickedness of the new 

Pharaoh towards Israelites, but amidst this hostile 

environment, the blessing of God abounded upon His 

people. The Israelites were subjected to servitude and 

undue hard labor in building the treasure cities of Pithom 

and Raamses. The more the Egyptians afflicted them, the 

more the Israelites increased in number. The more God 

frustrated Pharaoh’s evil plans to kill the Hebrew children 

at birth.  
 

The plan of God is to liberate man, and the desire of man is 

to be free. Freedom in the eyes of God is not the same 

interpretation of freedom to man. Freedom according to the 

wisdom of God is real and is a long-term project. Although 

God is all-powerful and could get His will accomplished 

within a split of a second but He allowed His intervention 

to flow according to the learning processes and time-line of 

natural man. He seemed to make His intervention to come 

at the normal pace of man. On the other hand, freedom in 
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the hand of man is a short term, quick-brew, instantaneous 

project. This could mean freedom today but grounded in 

bondage tomorrow. The objective of God is different from 

the desire of man. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher 

than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

(Isaiah 55:8-9) God does not want His people to be free 

today but depending on their enemy tomorrow. Therefore, 

He allowed their hard labor afflictions in Egypt to mold 

them to be mentally tough and physically strong so that 

they can be truly attain true dependency on themselves. 

Their afflictions trained them how to build economy of a 

nation. They learned in a hard way from the then economic 

world power. The Egyptians thought they were using the 

Israelites as slaves to build pyramids and develop their 

capital cities and infrastructures, but little did they know 

that they were training them to depend upon themselves. 

The Egyptians used the people of God to amass wealth.  
 

At the appointed time, Israelites eventually took those 

wealth along with them when they got out of Egypt because 

they needed substantial capital fund, popularly known in 

our days as foreign reserve to start their young economy as 

a new sovereign nation. One important principle to bear in 

mind in the affliction of the Israelites was, “When God 

delivers, He delivers totally!”  

 

Perhaps we are wondering, “How did God do it?” First, 

God designed a situation that deserved a desperate need of 

freedom for his people in Egypt. At the same time, God 

created the desire in the heart Israelites so that they can 
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gladly receive the freedom that He would offer. The 

inconveniences of an unsettled state of man make a 

peaceful and happy settlement the more welcome. It is one 

thing to offer a gift to someone; it is another thing for the 

person to receive the gift appreciatively. In today’s 

principle of Law of Contract, if an offer is made but there is 

no acceptance, the offer is useless and therefore no contract 

exists. If the Egyptians told the Israelites to go voluntarily 

on their own to the Promise land, the Israelites would 

refuse. Perhaps they would protest and say, “We have come 

to stay here!” “This is our home!” It is natural with man.  

The Israelites in the land of Goshen preferred the ‘just 

enough’ type of life they were living in Egypt. They have 

already fallen in love with onion and garlic of the land. 

After four centuries of sojourn in Goshen, they did not 

know another home that they could call theirs. The 

definition of freedom to them at this time was to be left 

alone in Goshen, as long as nobody bothered them. But the 

plan of God was different. He was taking them to the land 

of more-than-enough. In the land of more than enough, 

called the Promised Land, they need uncommon large 

population described in the bible as uncountable sands of 

the seashore to survive. In the land of more-than-enough, 

they need uncommon unity to subdue the wicked people of 

the land. In this land, the Israelites will be identified as the 

people of God, and the Almighty God as their Father. 

These are the important plans of God and His awesome 

preparation of the Israelites in their affliction. Man sees 

with myopic eyes but only God sees reality. God was about 

to give them their inheritance. However, there is a great 

price to pay—the price of pains and pangs. 
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Perhaps within those four hundred years of the sojourn of 

the Israelites in the land of Goshen, their population 

became a threat to the Egyptians. Since the Israelites were 

the apple of the eyes of God, who knows whether the 

Israelites occupied the key positions in Egypt, perhaps 

controlling the economy of Egyptians. Who know whether 

their business acumen had brought them a lot of profit and 

people of the land became envious of them? Certainly 

something triggered off the hatred of the Egyptians towards 

the Israelites in Goshen. Because of this hatred, the new 

king who did not know nor appreciate the good works of 

Joseph, created a culture of endangerment for the people of 

God in Goshen.  
 

Apart from the undue hard labor, the king engaged the 

Israelites; he enacted a decree that all the newly born male 

babies of the Israelites be killed at birth. An analysis of this 

is that, every male child killed by the decree means a 

destruction of the unborn generation of Israelites and 

unfolded purposes of God for the nation. Impliedly, the evil 

scheme of the king was to impose a population control 

upon the Israelites. The clandestine control will 

systematically reduce the population of Israelites over a 

period while the population of the Egyptians would 

continue to increase unabated. The resultant large 

population of Israelites young women will not have any 

other choice than to raise their new families through 

Egyptian husbands. Even if they did not want to have 

dealings with the Egyptian males, nature of man would 

have prevailed. The evil scheme of the king was to totally 

erase the true bloodline identity of the Israelite among the 

Jews. At the same time, the scheme was intended to 
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contaminate the godly spiritual nation that God intended to 

raise through the generation of Israel with the idolatry 

generation of the Egyptians bloodline father. Moreover, 

technically, over a period, this policy would have made the 

Egyptians to totally swallow up the Israelites as well as the 

purposes of God for the people. 

 

Secondly, it was a horrible mental torture for a woman to 

carry pregnancy for nine months only for the baby, the 

product of her strength, to be killed through the barbaric 

and horrendous decree of Pharaoh. At this time, it was an 

accepted custom among the Israelites that male child was 

the hope and strength of their mother in the family of their 

respective husbands. You still remember the cause of 

intense envy and jealousy between Leah and Rachel the 

wives of Jacob although the two women were from the 

same parents.  

 

By this wicked decree, Pharaoh became a terrible weapon 

in the hand of Satan to unwittingly target the destruction of 

the long-term salvation plan of the entire world that would 

later come through our Lord Jesus Christ the descendant of 

Abraham. “…and in thee shall all families of the earth be 

blessed.” (Genesis 12:3)  Glory be to God because at the 

peak of the wickedness of Satan, his afflictions and wicked 

activities inadvertently fitted perfectly to fulfill the plans 

and purposes of the Righteous God. Satan was waging a 

horrible war against the people of God through King 

Pharaoh but all the wickedness of the king were helping in 

the preparation of what God was about to do in the 

miraculous deliverance of the Israelites from Egyptians.  
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However, the undue hard labor upon the Israelites was a 

therapeutic exercise to build a strong tie of unity and love 

among them. Suffering and sorrow brought them together 

in a closed knit relationship. Unity resulted from the undue 

hard labor they undergo, and it strengthened the loose 

relationship among Hebrews. They learned how to sow 

together in tears so that at harvest time they could reap 

together in joy. Their Egyptians taskmasters were their 

common enemies. Their afflictions forced them to have a 

common desire for freedom. Their common desire for 

freedom led them to common hope in the Lord God who 

can deliver them. As they looked forward for the unique 

freedom, they looked unto God of Freedom to deliver them. 

They cried unto Almighty God for deliverance. The 

Merciful God heard their groaning, remembered His 

covenant with Abram and responded swiftly.  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moses was born in Egypt and was raised 
in the palace of Pharaoh. He was 
regarded as a prince in Egypt. For the 
first forty years of his life, he was taught 
in the wisdom of Egyptian. He identified 
himself with the Hebrew in Egypt. He 
took side in the dispute between an 
Israelites killed the Egyptian. He fled the 
country and became a fugitive.  

Moses sojourned in the land of 
Midianites. He settled there, got 
married and have children. He 
was in the service of Jethro his 
in-law as a shepherd when the 
Lord called him to lead the 
Israelites out of the land of 
Egypt. 

1st 40 years of Moses 2nd 40 years of Moses 

3rd 40 years of Moses 

He returned to his people in Egypt as 
the Lord bid him. His people accepted 
him as their leader. He went to 
Pharaoh in the strength of the authority 
of God. The presence of God was with 
him and he eventually secured the 
release of Israelites. 
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Do you know that our Heavenly Father has sense of 

humor? At the peak of His hilarious miracles, He turns the 

wisdom of the wise to foolishness. “God hath chosen the 

foolish things of the world to confound the wise ...” (I 

Corinthians 1:27) When the God intervened to save His 

precious people in Egypt He began with a condemned 

victim of the infanticide order of king Pharaoh, that stated, 

“all newly born male children of the Hebrew in the land of 

Goshen should be thrown into the river.”  

 

A baby boy was born to a Hebrew couple in Goshen. The 

family secretly managed to keep the baby against the 

infanticide decree of the wicked king for three months. It 

came to a point where they could no longer hid the baby. 

Beloved, I know that you will like to know how God 

preserved the baby. Before this, you need to know some 

details about the arks mentioned in the Bible.  

 

There were three arks mentioned in the Bible and all of 

them were designed through the revelation of God for the 

purpose of salvation. The first was Ark of Noah. It was 

made of Gopher wood and God covenanted with Noah to 

use it as an instrument of salvation to deliver Noah and his 

family. The second was the Ark of Bulrushes. The third 

was the Ark of Covenant. It was made of gold and it 

denoted the presence of God with the Israelites in their 

wilderness journey. We shall discuss further on this later in 

the book. 

 

The Ark of Bulrushes is of great interest to this chapter. 

Although there was no specific record of covenant of God 

with the mother of Moses in the scripture, but there are 
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records in the Bible that God answer the prayer of the 

righteous. Apart from the fact that Amram the Levite was 

the father of Moses, nothing was reported about his deed. 

(Exodus 6:20) But the efforts of Jochebed the mother of 

Moses was unique. If you understand the heart of a mother 

towards her newly born son, you will not find it difficult to 

conclude that Moses’ mother must have been knocking at 

the Throne of Grace, praying to God for the salvation of her 

son in those three months against the wicked decree of 

King Pharaoh. “The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 

and His ears are open to their cry.” “The righteous cry 

out, and the Lord hears, and delivers them out of all their 

troubles.” (Psalm 34:15,17) It was no longer a wonder 

when the Lord endowed her with wisdom to construct a 

waterproof basket called Ark of Bulrushes. She daubed the 

Ark with slime and with pitch and put her newborn baby 

Moses in it. (Exodus 2:3)  Perhaps you are wondering 

where she got her ideas. Jochebed did not have covenant 

with God like Noah, but the record of the miracle of 

salvation from the covenant was not hidden. In Genesis 

6:14, God commanded Noah to construct an Ark of Gopher 

wood and shalt pitch it within and without with pitch. She 

prayerfully and faithfully relied on the covenant of 

salvation that God had with Noah.  She trusted in the Lord 

that saved the generation of Noah for the salvation of her 

son, Moses. The basket was left afloat on river Nile close to 

where the daughter of Pharaoh used to take her bath daily. 

Lastly, she positioned Miriam the sister of Moses near the 

ark to watch over the baby.  
 

Baby Moses who had been under the warmth comfort of his 

mother was now exposed to the discomfort cold wind of the 
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Nile River.  Perhaps the tiny blood-sucking insects by the 

river edge bit him. In his feeble protest against these 

discomforts baby Moses cried. There is no coincidence in 

the salvation of man. The Heavenly Father quickened the 

spirit of baby Moses to cry at a precise time when the 

daughter of Pharaoh was passing by.  “Uu-aaah! Uu-aaah! 

Uu-aaaah! Uu-aaaaah!”  Perhaps this was baby’s cry and 

his prayer for help. However, baby Moses cried in anguish 

and Heaven listened and issued instant command.    

That was a cry for freedom from the tiny little baby Moses. 

The one ordained to become an appointed servant of God 

that will become a voice of freedom to the God’s people in 

the years to come and voice of judgment against the 

Egyptians for their sins. That was the voice of the one, who 

has divine power with Almighty God, that will stand in the 

front Pharaoh, King of Egypt, and declare a judgment of 

God to devastate his kingdom. The cry of anguish of a 

Hebrew victim baby attracted the king’s daughter. The first 

feeble protest of the Hebrew deliverer received a response. 

She ordered her maidens to fetch the baby from the River 

Nile. A bundle of joyful baby boy was retrieved from the 

floating Ark of Bulrushes basket. She held him close to her 

breast in her arms. She propped up him in her arm to 

comfort him. Perhaps she kissed his little pink cheeks. She 

named the baby, “Moses,” because she drew her from the 

water—a perfect picture of salvation for the deliverer of the 

‘Zion,’ the people of God.  
 

Then, Miriam, Moses sister emerged from her hideout and 

appeared at the scene. She asked Pharaoh’s daughter, 

“Shall I go and call a Hebrew nurse to nurse the baby for 

you?” God touched the heart of the daughter of Pharaoh to 
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consent to the suggestion of Miriam. “Yes,” She said. And 

Miriam ran to call the Hebrew nurse—of course, her 

mother, as expected. The so-called nurse, mother of Moses, 

posed as Hebrew nurse and came to Pharaoh’s daughter. 

“Take this child away and nurse it for me and I will give 

thee thy wages.” Pharaoh’s daughter commanded. The 

nurse carried baby Moses to the palace of Pharaoh. Think 

of the infinite mercy of God in this scenario. The ways of 

the Lord are perfect. God did not deliver Moses into the 

hand of the Egyptian women to be nursed in the idolatry 

ways of Egyptian. Moses was trained in the fear of God, in 

the brilliant light of the truth of God’s word by the caring 

and careful hands of his biological mother. That was the 

first victory for Moses, the servant of God. It was also the 

victory for the people of God. Moses, the yet-to-be 

shepherd of the flock of the household of Israel, was nursed 

and nurtured in the Pharaoh’s palace and directly under the 

nose of the wicked king. Moses mother was fully paid for 

her nursing services.  The wicked king did not know that 

the deliverer of the Israelites was being nursed, nurtured 

and taught in all kingly wisdom as the prince of Egypt 

under his roof. Wasn’t it funny that God raised His own 

servant in the palace of Pharaoh? That was why Moses was 

counted among the princes of Egypt. 
 

Although he was born in Egypt and miraculously raised in 

the king’s palace and was known as the prince of Egypt, yet 

at the passage of time, he gave up the comfort of the palace 

and disregarded the pomp and pageantry of Pharaoh’s 

palace in order to identify himself with the people of 

God—the Israelites.  Moses, God appointed leader of 

Israelites was forty years old when he identified himself 
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with the Israelites.  Something has to happen in life before 

a great man like Moses should easily bow out of the 

sumptuous palace of the Pharaoh. Moses saw himself as the 

champion of his people. He considered himself as a leader. 

He considered himself as someone who will become a 

voice for Israelites in Egypt. There is no doubt that this 

righteous vision was laudable, but he should have waited 

for the appointed time of God. This he failed to do. It was 

during this unique change and state of mind that he saw an 

Egyptian and an Israelite fighting. Moses took side. He 

killed the Egyptian, concealed his body in the sand but 

spare the Israelites.   
 

However, the concealed crime he committed cannot be 

hidden forever. Even the people he was trying to defend did 

not recognize him as a leader. An Israelite challenged, 

“Who made you our leader?”  However the crime of Moses 

became known to the authority in Egypt, and he fled to the 

land Midian before the hand of Egyptian law caught him. 

No doubt people had called Moses so many evil names. 

This was somehow justified when one take into 

consideration the crime he committed. But have you 

thought about it, “What could have easily force Moses the 

prince of Egypt out of the Kingdom?” Man might have 

considered his flight to Midian an evil one and as such 

appropriately considered him a fugitive. But God has 

another plan entirely. The land of Midian was a training 

ground for Moses. Although he took wife there, had 

children and became a shepherd of the large cattle farm of 

his in-law, Jethro, yet he was in the training camp of God in 

those forty years. God wanted to remove every element of 

Egypt in the mentality and modus operandi of Moses. 
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When the unwitting spiritual training was completed and all 

the traces of idolatry of Egyptian were completely purged 

out of the life of Moses, the Heavenly Father returned to 

Moses. Was anyone more qualified to lead the Israelites 

through their wilderness journey more than Moses who has 

had forty years wilderness experience in the land of 

Midian?  
 

God used the great sight of the burning bush on Mount 

Horeb to wake up the spiritual consciousness of Moses. 

The bush that was burning but was not consumed by flame 

was something extraordinarily spectacular. In this way, 

God caught the attention of Moses, helped him refocus, and 

became spiritually sensitive. Moses said, “I will now turn 

aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.” 

(Exodus 3:3) Moses left the flock in the shepherd field and 

went to see burning bush. Moses turned off from his 

secular activities in order to turn on to spiritual. When 

Moses turned aside to look in the direction of God, this 

could mean that Moses repented his sinful and worldly 

ways. Perhaps it means that he began to look at the 

situation around him from the perspective of God. This 

statement obviously revealed the spiritually prepared mood 

of Moses to receive the guidance and directive of God. 

Perhaps for the first time his eyes of understanding became 

open to the things of the Spirit. Better still in our Christian 

age, we may say that Moses became born-again. Perhaps he 

at the same time recalled his youthful dreams or 

remembered his calling and he beheld it manifesting in that 

moment.  

 

Moses approached the burning bush; he heard the voice of 

God. God ordered his steps to lead the Israelites out of the 
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bondage of Egyptian. There is a great lesson to learn here. 

If you do not turn aside from your engrossed way of life 

and seek the face of your Redeemer, you may miss the 

quiet and still voice of the Shepherd that is about to direct 

the path of your life. You may miss the spoken solution to 

the problematic situation of your life. You may not have 

the burning bush experience like Moses before you can turn 

aside. There are obvious divine signals of Almighty God 

calling us into His vineyard. The gospel light is on, brighter 

than ever before. Your Bible is the source of this sure light. 

If you desire to journey with God, the divine quickening of 

Holy Spirit will direct your path. 
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Launching 

Out in Victory 
 

And the Lord said: "I have surely seen the oppression of My 
people who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of 
their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. So I have come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to 
bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the 
Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the 
Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites. Now therefore, 
behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I 
have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians 
oppress them. Come now, therefore, and I will send you to 
Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, 
out of Egypt. (Exodus 3:7-10) 

 
The appointed time has come. The covenant keeping Father 

remembered His covenant with Abraham. The four hundred 

years of suffering of the Israelites mentioned in the 

prophetic utterance of the Living God was about to come to 

an end. The day of freedom of the Israelites was at hand. 

God was about to wipe out the tears of His people. Do you 

notice the language of God in the passage above? God 

personalized the Israelites. He described the nation as His 

people. He also mentioned the heathen people, the 

Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the 

Hivites and the Jebusites the current occupants of the land. 

Perhaps you are curious, and you are about to ask, “What 

made Israelites so special and acceptable in the hands of 

God? The answer was ‘the covenant.’ Covenant separated 

2 



Wilderness Experience 

- 20 - 

 

Israelites from the rest of the nations that have not known 

God. Listen to this. “Now therefore, if ye will obey my 

voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a 

peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the 

earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 

priests, and an holy nation.” (Exodus 19:5-6) “But if you 

indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then I will be 

an enemy to your enemies and an adversary to your 

adversaries.” (Exodus 23:22) To this end, from Abraham 

to Jacob and to the generation of Israelites in Egypt they 

harkened to the voice of God. Bearing in mind the 

imperfection of humanity, they did whatever they could 

within the limitation of man to deal in the integrity of heart 

with the law of God. That was why their enemies were also 

the enemies of God. That was why the ordeal they were 

going through in Egypt was on the priority list before 

Almighty God. Unlike the Israelites, these other heathen 

nations were outside the covenant of God. They were not 

under the umbrella of mercy of the Living God because of 

their idolatry. As a result, they were enemies of God that 

were devoid of favor of the merciful God. And as such, 

they were slated for judgment of God.  
 

At the mercy seat of the Living God in Heaven, the same 

principle of favor and blessing of God that was available 

for the righteous Israelites under the covenant of God is 

also available for the righteous people that are covered by 

Jesus Christ’s blood of covenant through salvation. 

Conversely, just like the current idolatrous nations who 

were occupying the Promised Land then, all the people that 

their names cannot be found in the book of life are slated 
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for destruction. “And anyone not found written in the Book 

of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:15)  
 

There was a clear definition of objective of God here. He 

was going to deliver His children in Egypt. Nothing can 

stop Him. There was going to be an unprecedented divine 

intervention in the affairs of man that will lead to the 

release of His people. Mountains cannot stand the will of 

God. The idol gods of the Egypt could not withstand the 

mighty hands of God. The mountains will be moved in 

order that the blessed will of Almighty God might be 

accomplished. The judgment of God will come upon the 

idols of the land and the nation that afflicted the people of 

God. The years of hapless labor of the people of God in 

Egypt will not be in vain. They would receive adequate 

reward for their labor. God will make the Egyptians 

favorably disposed toward them. Israelites will go out of 

Egypt with a great possession.   
 

God came down in His glory to execute the term of the 

covenant. The first step He took was to establish a 

relationship with His ambassador on earth. He was looking 

for someone to elevate on earth, to stand in gap on behalf 

of His people. He was looking for a worthy vessel of honor, 

a man of integrity who will be His eyes and ear on earth. 

And His divine search light found Moses. There are some 

important things to note here. God left his glory in Heaven 

to attend a divine appointment with Moses and had a 

mouth-to-mouth dialogue with him on what He was about 

doing in the Land of Egypt. It was remarkable. This 

encounter manifested in a physical form. The Most High 

God humbled Himself by coming to the level of humanity 

in order to minister deliverance to His people. Those who 
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find it difficult to humble themselves should learn from this 

divine encounter of Moses. Moses had an audible physical 

conversation with God. It was not a revelation through 

dream or vision like the subsequent prophets in the Bible. 

 

But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, 
and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?" So He 
said, "I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you 
that I have sent you: When you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." Then Moses said 
to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to 
them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say 
to me, 'What is His name?' what shall I say to them?" And God 
said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall 
say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 
Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children 
of Israel: 'The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is 
My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.'  
(Exodus 3:11-15)  

 

Availability was not the problem of Moses. He was 

available to do whatever God wanted him to do. But his 

major problem was his inability. He saw himself as 

someone that was not worthy of the high calling of God. 

Frailty of Moses was not a problem of God and his physical 

challenge or inability was the desired qualification that God 

was looking for in him, as this will make him depend 

totally on the Creator. God was interested in the precious 

sum total of nothingness of Moses because God specialized 

in using the foolish things to confound the wise. Moses 

employed everything in the arsenal of his legitimate 

reasons to establish a good-ground for his declination to 

lead the Israelites. He thought he was unable because he 

committed a crime. He murdered an Egyptian forty years 

ago and as a fugitive, the law of Egypt was still searching 
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for him. As a criminal, morally he did not fit in to the 

enviable position of leadership. God assured him that all his 

enemies had died. Secondly, he pointed out of his physical 

disability. He told God that he was a stutterer. But the 

response of God seemed to impliedly say, “Moses, You do 

not have to remind Me about how I had created you.” 

Lastly he pointed out to God, “Will the Israelites believe 

me and accept me as their leader having departed from 

them forty years ago?”  And will they not ask me the name 

of Who had sent me to them. Just tell the Israelites my 

name, ‘I AM THAT I AM.’ Thus you shall say to the 

children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' "Moreover 

God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of 

Israel: 'The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, 

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 

you.”  That was the peak of revelation. The new name of 

God that his ancestors did not know was revealed to him. 

The appointment of Moses was not by election. He was 

divinely selected. He did not present manifesto to the 

people of God but God presented him as the leader of His 

people. No fanfare that always accompanies leadership 

election. Instead, Moses was in a state of quandary. He did 

not need to say, “I do,” to a swearing-in ceremony as a 

leader of Israelites because none took place. Moses knew 

deep down in him all the catalogues of his inabilities. He 

left Egypt forty years ago. Obviously, he considered 

himself a stranger to the Israelites in Egypt. He did not 

know how to approach them because he had not been with 

them for a long time. If peradventure he had amiable 

personality and possessed the required ability and desirable 

leadership skills, tendency was for him to think that he did 

not need God at every stages of his leadership. But his 
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inabilities subjected him to draw closer to God, first of all, 

to wait upon Him and secondly, to totally trust in His 

divine directive. By this divine appointment, the eyes of 

Moses became the eyes of God to behold the wonderful 

power of God in his leadership duties over Israelites. The 

hands of Moses became the extensions of the hands of God 

in the affairs of Israelites in Egypt. His legs became 

instrument of possession in the Mighty hands of God. 

“Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 

that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.” (Joshua 

1:3) 
 

The moment he departed from the presence of God that day 

after he received the divine instruction, he was no longer 

the same Moses that was tending the Jethro’s sheep. He 

graduated from shepherd-hood of Jethro to become under-

shepherd of the Almighty God to tend the precious flock of 

Almighty. The Lord God Almighty enrobed him with 

spiritual power. He was no longer alone. The unseen 

heavenly entourage began to keep him company in all his 

ways and in whatever he did.     
 

His first assignment was obedience. This was his 

acceptance to assume full responsibility of becoming 

Israelites’ leader even in the state of his nothingness. Moses 

departed Egypt about forty years ago, regardless of the fact 

that he was obviously a stranger to the conditions of the 

people’s life in Egypt, he had confidence in the Lord that 

this people will accept him as their leader. This was 

because he equipped himself with the revelation of the 

name of God as well as the three miraculous signs that God 

gave him. If the name of God did not convince the 

Israelites in Egypt, his shepherd rod that will transform to a 
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serpent when he threw it to the ground would call them to 

order. If this will not convince the doubting “Thomases” 

among the Israelites, his hands that would become leprous 

when he dip into his cloak and when it is dip in again 

would become normal will send a message to them that the 

hands of God was upon Moses. If there is still any iota of 

doubt remaining in the heart of any of them, when he 

ordered that water from River Nile be poured to ground and 

become blood in their presence every Israelite in Egypt will 

be convinced that Moses was truly a servant from God. It 

was this confidence in the Lord that spurred him to embark 

on the mission to gather the elders of the Israelites together 

to face Pharaoh and demand for the release of the Israelites. 

The important inference we can draw from Moses 

encounter with God is that, the Lord will not call any man 

without empowering him and endow him with the 

instrument of his office. Moses went to His people in the 

strength of the word of the Lord and gladly they accepted 

his leadership.  

The Battle of the Rods 

The Israelites elders communed together. They made a 

strategic plan about how they would approach King 

Pharaoh and presented their petition before him. On the 

appointed day, in the confidence of the name of God, 

Moses and Aaron marched to the Palace of Pharaoh. As the 

Lord bade Moses, he presented the petition of the Israelites 

before the king. King Pharaoh disdainfully asked Moses for 

a miracle as evidence that he was a messenger of God. 

Moses asked Aaron, his spokesperson to cast down his rod 

before Pharaoh. God uses the treasures in the hand of a 

righteous man to bless him. An insignificant treasure in the 
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hand of a righteous man is as effective as dynamite. It 

endures for the glory of God and it is always sufficient for 

the purposes of the glory of God. The insignificant 

shepherd staff of Aaron became a devastating weapon 

when God manifested His presence with His appointed 

leaders. The shepherd staff, also known as a rod in the hand 

of Aaron became a rod of victory that manifested signs and 

wonders. Even in the presence of the hard-hearted Pharaoh, 

the walking staff in the hand of Aaron turned to a serpent.  
 

One may wonder why God told Moses to bid Aaron to cast 

down his rod in the presence of Pharaoh. It was the first 

showdown of the spiritual battle-challenge against the god 

of serpent that the Egyptians worshipped. The Pharaoh 

magicians felt insulted that the signs and wonders that the 

rod of Aaron represented trivialized their idol god of 

serpent. They felt challenged. They cast down their staff 

and were all turned into serpents. At this point Moses did 

not prepare for the surprises that the Egyptians sorcerers 

might pull. He was completely void of what to do because 

God did not tell him what the response of the Pharaoh’s 

magicians would be. However, he held his peace and stood 

still. The serpent of Aaron’s rod represented the 

manifestation of the power of God and the serpents of the 

magicians’ rod represented the manifestation of their 

counterfeit power. It was like a stormy force of darkness 

waging war against the power of light. At that very 

moment, the Holy Spirit intervened and took over the 

battle. “When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the 

Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a standard against him.” 

(Isaiah 59:19) The Holy Spirit raised a higher standard 

against the demonic serpents of Pharaoh’s sorcerers and the 
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shepherd staff of Aaron that turned into serpent swallowed 

all the serpents of the magicians. Holy Spirit raised the 

standard to prove a point to Moses that God was in charge 

of the battle for the freedom of the Israelites. The 

magicians were stunned and devastated.  

 

The walking-staff of the Egyptians magicians was a 

supportive-aid for the elderly people among them and was 

useful for walking or climbing. The staff was a symbol of 

authority for the elderly chief of Egyptians. It was also the 

instrument of their magic powers of darkness. The 

magicians went home that day without their staffs. The 

interpretation of this is that, the power of idolatry 

magicians of Egypt was rendered useless. The symbol of 

their authority was stripped from them. The confidence of 

the idolaters had been shaken. The miniature powers of 

darkness that the serpents of Pharaoh’s sorcerers 

represented were eternally locked in the belly of the 

shepherd-rod of Aaron. The defeat was a message that the 

hand of God was against the Egyptians evil gods. It was 

also an assurance of faithfulness of God that His presence 

was with Moses.  

 

The first battle regarding the release of the children of God 

in Egypt occurred in the spiritual realm and was won in the 

spiritual realm. The Egyptians sorcerers concurred to the 

True Champion and pointed to King Pharaoh that, ‘this is a 

finger of God.’ But the king disregarded their reasoning. 

The blending of absolute power of a king and the pride of 

his majestic kingdom did not let him realize that the 

judgment of God was upon his kingdom. Instead of 

releasing the Israelites to go in order to avert further 



Wilderness Experience 

- 28 - 

 

judgment of God, his heart was hardened. He said the 

Israelites were idle and that was why they were seeking to 

go out to worship their God. He commanded the 

taskmasters he had set over the Israelites to increase their 

labor. By this, the supply line of straw for making bricks 

was stopped and the Israelites were coerced with cudgel to 

source for straw themselves and at the same time complete 

the required quota of brick they should make every day. 
 

Then the LORD said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will 
do to Pharaoh: for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and 
with a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land. And God 
spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am the LORD: And I 
appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name 
of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to 
them. And I have also established my covenant with them, to give 
them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage, wherein 
they were strangers. And I have also heard the groaning of the 
children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I 
have remembered my covenant. Wherefore say unto the children 
of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, 
and I will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great 
judgments: And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to 
you a God: and ye shall know that I am the LORD your God, 
which bringeth you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 
And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did 
swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob; and I will give 
it you for an heritage: I am the LORD. And Moses spake so unto 
the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto Moses for 
anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage. (Exodus 6:1-9 KJV) 

 

The Egyptians taskmasters severely dealt with the Israelites 

for their failure to complete the required daily quota of 

bricks. The hardship of the people of God became 

unbearably devastating. Obviously, in return, the Israelites 

were so angry with Moses who came to seek for their 
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release from Pharaoh. The chain of reaction continued. 

Perhaps Moses was sorrowful within himself because of the 

increase ordeal of his people. However, he returned to God 

and asked, “Why have you brought trouble on this people? 

Why have you sent me? For since I came to Pharaoh in 

your name, he has done evil to your people, and yet, you 

have not delivered them.”  It is hoped that it will not be 

difficult for the readers to understand that the interrogatory 

questions of Moses came in the dialogue of his fervent 

prayer unto God Almighty. The Heavenly Merciful Father 

replied Moses with assurance of deliverance of the 

Israelites.  He also reminded him that He had been in a 

faithful covenant relationship with his ancestors. This 

response was indicative that He would keep the covenant 

that He had established with Moses because He is a 

Covenant Keeper. He also revealed to Moses that He 

manifested to his ancestors in His name of God Almighty, 

but now He declared His new name JEHOVAH unto 

Moses. Before that very moment, the name had never been 

expressly revealed to mankind. This also was indicative 

that God was going to do a new thing regarding the 

deliverance of the Israelites from their taskmasters. It 

means unprecedented events will herald their deliverance.  
 

The name JEHOVAH spelled judgment unto the kingdom 

of Pharaoh if the king ventured to stand against deliverance 

of the people of God. The name JEHOVAH spelled victory 

unto the people of God. The Heavenly Father who knows 

the end before the beginning had spoken no one can stand 

against His words. The Israelites shall be delivered with the 

stretched arms of God.  In the wilderness journey of your 

life, the lesson that should be imprinted upon our heart is 
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that the counsel of God is unchangeable. When He declares 

His spoken words into our situation, it will surely come to 

pass for His own glory. How the spoken words manifest 

according to his divine intentions is entirely within the 

prerogative of His absolute and divine ability.  
 

When God says, “I will be your God and you will be my 

people,” He is talking about His awesome plan that is 

locked within His heart of mercy for His people. It means 

that He will showcase His children among the inhabitants 

of the earth. Through His great and mighty deeds, the entire 

people of the earth will acknowledge the Creator. 

 

Rod of Moses Rod of Aaron 
Ex 4:2-3 The rod of Moses turned into 

snake in the presence of the 
Israelites in order to ascertain 
his calling as the appointed 
messenger of God and 
authentic leader of Israelites. 

Ex.7:12 The rod of Aaron turned into 
snake in the presence of Pharaoh 
and swallowed the snakes of the 
Egyptians astrologers in order to 
prove to the king that their 
request was from God.  

Ex 9:23 Moses stretched out his rod 
towards heaven and an 
unprecedented thunder and 
hails covered the land of 
Egypt 

Ex.7:19 Aaron stretched his rod over the 
waters of Egypt and their waters 
turned to blood.  

Ex 10:13 Moses stretched out his rod 
over the land of Egypt and 
east wind brought a large 
swarm of locust to cover the 
land of Egypt 

Ex.8:5 Aaron stretched out his rod over 
the streams, rivers and ponds of 
Egypt and frogs came upon the 
land. 

Ex 10:22 Moses stretched out his 
hands towards heaven and a 
thick darkness covered the 
land of Egypt for three days. 

Ex.8:16 Aaron stretched his rod and 
stroke the dust of the land and 
lice cover the land of Egypt. 

Ex 14:16 Moses lifted his rod and 
stretched it over the sea and 
divided the Red Sea. 

Num 
17:8 

Aaron’s rod budded, blossomed 
and produced almond to indicate 
that God called and ordained him 
a priest in Israel. 

Num 
20:11 

Moses struck the rock with 
his rod two times and water 
came out for the congregation 
and their animals 

Heb 9:4 Aaron staff is one of the three 
items that God commanded that 
should be kept in the Ark of 
Covenant. 
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God called Moses and he responded unto Him faithfully. 

Typical of a good seed that always bear good fruit, the 

calling of Moses was instrumental to the calling of Aaron. 

Aaron was the first priest unto the Living God in Israel. 

Aaron was the spokesman of Moses. Aaron was the prophet 

for Moses. In addition, the honorable calling of Aaron ran 

through the generation of Aaron. The calling of Moses gave 

birth to the calling of the twelve tribal leaders that were 

sent to spy the land of Canaan. “Send some men to explore 

the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the Israelites. 

From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.” 

(Numbers 13:1) Among them was Caleb the son of 

Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun who later became the 

personal assistant of Moses. Joshua eventually received the 

mantle of leadership and became the successor of Moses 

after his death. He eventually was endowed with the 

amazing grace to lead the Israelites to the Promised Land. 

The calling of Moses gave birth to the calling of the 

seventy elders in Israel that were called to help Moses bear 

the burden of the people of God. “So the Lord said to 

Moses: "Gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel, 

whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers 

over them; bring them to the tabernacle of meeting, that 

they may stand there with you. Then I will come down and 

talk with you there. I will take of the Spirit that is upon you 

and will put the same upon them; and they shall bear the 

burden of the people with you, that you may not bear it 

yourself alone.” (Numbers 11:16-17)  

 

This is why an unflinching support, unalloyed loyalty and 

undivided unity of the subordinates are necessary in the 

ministry of the appointed spiritual leader. While they were 
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whole-heartedly supporting the appointed leader, 

unknowingly, these subordinates are indirectly preparing 

themselves for leadership position in the ministry. When 

their spiritual leader excels in his calling for the glory of 

God, the coast of the righteous leader is enlarged and other 

ministries will spring up under his able leadership. The 

faithful subordinates will be appointed to take charge of 

these new ministries. Aaron supported the calling of Moses 

from the beginning although he was older than Moses. As 

Moses spokesman, Aaron was endowed with anointing of 

God that made him an effective helper in the ministry of 

Moses. God began to use Aaron in the office of a priest 

unto Moses and to the household of Israelites. Some of the 

miraculous judgments of God were executed through him.  

 

What is the significance of the rods of Moses and Aaron?  

God always deal with man according to the level of His 

understanding. King Pharaoh was an idolatry king. He 

bowed down to worship the physical carved image of any 

inanimate object of his choice. He worship god of river, 

god of flies, and other inanimate objects. On the other 

hand, the shepherd rod of Moses and Aaron were tools in 

the hands of these faithful servants of God. They used the 

rod to control and rule the herd of animals under their care. 

God equated the power and mightiness of idolatry king 

Pharaoh to the status of senseless animal that deserved to 

be controlled with shepherd rod. God uses the foolish 

things to confound the wise. “But God hath chosen the 

foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God 

hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the 

things which are mighty.” (I Corinthians 1:27) All the 

miraculous judgment in Egypt could be executed in another 
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way completely. It could have occurred through the spoken 

words of God. But because King Pharaoh worshipped 

inanimate object of idol god, God reduced the kingdom of 

Pharaoh and the idol gods of Egypt to the subjection of 

ruler-ship of the mere inanimate shepherd-rod of Moses 

and Aaron. That is why nearly all the ten miraculous 

judgment in the kingdom of Pharaoh and the Egyptian were 

executed by the stretching out the rod of Moses and Aaron 

the Priest and the perfect judgment of God manifested.    

 

King Pharaoh has problem of integrity. He was never 

committed to his words. When Pharaoh and his kingdom 

were under the severity of the devastating of God’s 

judgment; with cap in the hand, the king would send for 

Moses and promised to release the Israelites if his kingdom 

was relieved of the calamity. Immediately the problem was 

over, and things became normal again in the nation, the 

king would retract his words and rescind his decisions. This 

was the sum total of his hardheartedness. Again and again, 

his perennial problem of lack of integrity would set him 

and his kingdom up for another devastating judgment of 

Almighty God. That was how those ten miraculous 

judgments occurred in Egypt.    

 

The last straw that broke the back of the camel was the 

death of all the first born of the Egyptians. The king took 

all the warnings of God through his messenger for granted. 

He did not listen to the elders in his kingdom that advised 

him to let the Israelites go. He insisted that he will never 

allow the people of God to go. Even when they pointed out 

to him that the calamities in his kingdom were the finger of 

God, his stubborn mindedness did not allow him to see it 
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from the point of view of his astrologers. The dog that is 

destined to get lost will not hear the whistle of the 

hunters. Every attempt of King Pharaoh to withstand the 

Living God over the release of the Israelites in his kingdom 

was a lost battle abinitio. King Jehosaphat knew this fact 

and he ascertained it in his prayer. He said, "O LORD, God 

of our ancestors, you alone are the God who is in heaven. 

You are ruler of all the kingdoms of the earth. You are 

powerful and mighty; no one can stand against you! (II 

Chronicles 20:6 NLT) No one could withstand against his 

Creator. Any one that attempt to withstand the Living God 

will become part of the victorious process that will usher in 

testimony of His people when the solution to the problem is 

completed. 

 

Israelites were ready to leave Egypt under the leadership of 

Moses. They have seen the mighty hands of God 

manifesting in their favor in Egypt. God was ready to 

deliver His people according to His divine covenant. The 

agonizing ripple effect of the judgment upon the Egyptians 

was heart-rending. Perhaps the Egyptians protested against 

the senseless stand of the king but the stone-hearted king 

would not budge.  

 

Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying: 'On the tenth day 
of this month every man shall take for himself a lamb, according 
to the house of his father, a lamb for a household. And if the 
household is too small for the lamb, let him and his neighbor next 
to his house take it according to the number of the persons; 
according to each man's need you shall make your count for the 
lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. 
You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. Now you shall 
keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the 
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 
And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 
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doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it. Then 
they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with 
unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not 
eat it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire--its head 
with its legs and its entrails. You shall let none of it remain until 
morning, and what remains of it until morning you shall burn with 
fire. And thus you shall eat it: with a belt on your waist, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat 
it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of 
Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord. Now the blood shall 
be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you 
to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. So this day shall be 
to you a memorial; and you shall keep it as a feast to the Lord 
throughout your generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an 
everlasting ordinance. Seven days you shall eat unleavened 
bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven from your houses. 
For whoever eats leavened bread from the first day until the 
seventh day, that person shall be cut off from Israel. (Exo. 12:3-15) 

 

God had a covenant of deliverance with the Israelites. He 

also had a covenant of destruction upon the Egyptians. 

“And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; 

afterward they shall come out with great possessions.” 

(Genesis 15:14) God was watching over His words. When 

God delivers, He does it totally. God was about to deliver 

the Israelites from the hand of their taskmasters in Egypt. 

Before the final blow of God’s judgment upon the 

Egyptians the Heavenly Father prepared His children. God 

handed down His instructions to His faithful servants, 

Moses and Aaron. Take a year old male lamb without 

blemish or defect from the mother for each family of 

Israelites in the land of Goshen on the 10th day of the first 

month of Abib, and keep it until 14th day of the month. 

Take note brethren. The age of the lamb connotes 

innocence. The word “take,” in the verse means ‘separate.’ 
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It means separate the choice lamb from its mother and 

consecrate it for the three days.  In those three days, the 

lamb did not follow its mother to graze the grass.  If the 

lamb was suckling, it was taking from it in those three 

days.  If the lamb was mating before, it was removed from 

it within the days.  It was removed from the company of 

flock. In those three days the lamb was set apart and 

prepared in holiness for godly process of consecration in 

order that it may become a holy sacrifice.  

 

God said, “I will strike all the firstborn in the land of 

Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of 

Egypt I will execute judgment.”  The last judgment of God 

upon the Egyptians came in form of plague upon the 

nation. Plague is like a consuming poison that sucks out life 

from everyone without avoiding or respecting any 

community. This plague was from God and it was targeted 

against the first born of every living creature in Egypt. In 

order that the children of God might be preserved in the 

land of Goshen, something unusual has to be done. The 

principle of salvation is “life-for-life.” The life of 

something must be given as a sacrifice before the life of 

another can be preserved. The scripture revealed that, there 

is life in the blood. Blood can therefore be defined as fuel 

of life that flow through the organs of the body to minister 

life in humanity so that the body, soul and spirit of man can 

integrate together to enhance the miracle of living in 

humanity.  

 

The unusual thing that God did to preserve the lives of the 

first born of His people in Egypt was the institution of the 

feast of Passover. Let us consider the background details of 
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the institution of Passover Feast. The feast had never been 

celebrated among Israelites before the occasion.  The 

purpose of the celebration of the feast was the Lord’s own 

absolute plan to spread His canopy of salvation upon His 

people against the deadly plague that was about to visit the 

Egyptians. The lamb of Passover was slaughtered in the 

twilight of the 14th day. The Israelites were commanded to 

mark the two sides of their doorposts and lintel with the 

blood of Passover Lamb. The slaughtered lamb must not be 

eaten raw. Also it must not be cooked in the pot with water, 

milk or seasonings. It must be roasted on fire. It must be 

eaten in haste and none of it must be preserved till morning. 

Please note something important. No matter the level of 

patience you exhibited when cooking fresh meat on the 

charcoal barbecue fire, there will be some blood trapped in 

the meat. The meat must be eaten with bitter herbs. Please 

note that, the barbecued meat with the blood trapped in it 

must be eaten with bitter herbs. There were many edible 

sweet herbs that the Israelites could have chosen from, but 

God commanded them to eat the Passover meat with bitter 

herbs on this occasion for a purpose. The unleavened bread 

(bread without yeast) may not be tasteful bread.  It 

represented the body of the Lamb of God. That same night 

they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with 

bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast.  This is how 

you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your belt, your 

sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. (Exodus 

12:8, 11) The bitter leaf represented the recognition of their 

sinfulness and the judgment thereof, and the eating of the 

atoned roasted lamb represented their identification with 

the justification that is in the blood of the Lord. The 

combination of the bitter herbs, the roasted Passover meat 
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and the unleavened bread in this special meal of Passover is 

interpreted that their sins had been atoned for by the blood 

of the Passover lamb and also they were divinely preserved.  

 

We can behold the mystery of salvation plan in the 

institution of Passover in the way that God typologically 

presented the shedding of the blood of Jesus Christ on the 

Cross, that will happen so many years after to first save the 

Lord’s people in the land of Goshen. The same salvation 

plan manifested thousands of years later to deliver the 

whole world from the clutches of Satan. The divine plan of 

God in instituting the Passover Feast is that the Israelites 

may symbolically eat the body and drink the blood of Jesus 

Christ, so that when God beheld any of the redeemed from 

Heaven He will only see the image of His Son, Jesus Christ 

in them. 

 

Before the plague began killing the first-born of everything 

in Egypt, the consecrated lambs have been slaughtered. The 

doorposts of the Israelites had been marked with the blood 

of the lambs. The destructive plague was divinely 

programmed to recognize two things in Egypt, the blood of 

the Passover Lamb at the door-post of the Israelites in the 

land of Goshen and also the first-borns in the land of Egypt. 

The destructive plague visited every house in Egypt as well 

as the houses of the Israelites in the land of Goshen.  It 

recognized the mark of salvation upon the houses Israelites 

in Goshen for preservation. The plague passed over the 

first-borns of the people of God in Goshen because the 

Passover Lamb died instead of them. “The blood will be a 

sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see 

the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will 
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touch you when I strike Egypt.” (Exodus 12:13) On the 

other hand, the plague also identified the firstborn of 

Egyptians that were not preserved by the blood and killed 

all of them.  

 

The Lord said to Moses, “Consecrate to me every 
firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb among 
the Israelites belongs to me, whether man or animal.” 
(Exodus 12:1-2)  

 

Let digress a bit to consider the thought of about the 

firstborn of Israelites. Firstborn in a family is an evidence 

of the fruitfulness of the parents.  The firstborn is a choice 

child, and is considered the most precious in every family.  

In every family, apart from the father and the mother the 

next important personality is the firstborn.  To the parents 

of the child, the firstborn is the first mark of blessedness in 

a marital relationship.  All the wisdom, care and resources 

are employed to raise the firstborn to be well established 

and continue faithfully in the strong tie of faithfulness and 

righteousness in the family. This is done in order that he or 

she can be an outstanding example that all the siblings in 

the family will like to emulate. The father look proudly at 

the firstborn as his very image with high expectation, and 

the watchful eyes of the mother are always on the first fruit 

of her womb to cherish and to love. In Israel, the firstborn 

receives double portion of the inheritance of the father.  
 

Was God asking for too much when He said that all the 

firstborn of Israelites that were preserved by the Passover 

institution in Goshen are His and should be set apart and 

consecrated unto Him?  Absolutely not!  In the loving 

intention of God towards the Israelites and the unique 
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culture of intimacy of holiness and the heart of true 

worship, what He was about to reveal was to bless the 

posterity of the nation. Generally, in God’s dealings with 

the Israelites, it was only the priests and anything that were 

connected to the temple that requires sanctification and 

consecration.  In this thought, God desired that all the 

firstborn of the Israelites that were redeemed by the blood 

of Passover sacrifice should be sanctified and consecrated 

in order to attain the level of a priest in each unit of the 

family that will lead the rest of the siblings in the fear of 

God. By this ordinance, the firstborn of Israel becomes the 

choice people of God.  
 

If the firstborn is so important, does it imply that the rest of 

the siblings are substandard in the family? Absolutely not! 

The anointing oil flows from the head of the priest to his 

feet. When the glorious goal of the ordinance of God is 

fully completed in the life of all the firstborn of Israel, in 

each household, there will be a representative of God.  The 

implied effect is that the siblings will learn from the 

firstborn the righteous characters and holiness of God. 

They will all be operating in the fear of God.  If the 

children are living exemplary lives, it will also positively 

influence the characters of their parents.  In so doing, the 

whole family and the whole nation of Israel will be 

influenced by the righteous Spirit of the firstborn in 

accordance to the desire of God. They will therefore 

become the nation of sanctified and consecrated people and 

pioneer members of the church of firstborn in the 

wilderness. Today the believers are the sanctified and 

consecrated firstborns of God. Hebrews 12:23 

 



Launching out in Victory 

- 41 - 

 

The important lesson we must learn from this is that our 

relationship with God should not be limited to the 

observation of the ordinances of the firstborn. We must also 

live faithfully according to the precepts of the word of God.  

All the firstborn mentioned in the scripture who failed to 

live according to the will of God lost their lofty double 

portion to other siblings. Esau the firstborn of Isaac lost his 

portion to his brother Jacob and Reuben the firstborn of 

Jacob lost his to the sons of Joseph—Ephraim and 

Manasseh after their adoption by their grandfather, Jacob as 

part of the twelve tribes of Israel. I pray that we will not 

lose our portion in the Lord, in Jesus name, Amen! 

 

As we continue on our thought about Passover, we learnt 

that this was the beginning of the feast in Israel. God 

commanded the Israelites to commemorate the day of 

Passover for generations to come, and it must be celebrated 

as a festival to the Lord and as a lasting ordinance. The 

ordinance continued up till the mission of Jesus Christ on 

earth. Just before the trial of Jesus Christ began, while He 

was celebrating the Passover Feast with His disciples He 

instituted the Lord Supper. Jesus Christ took bread, gave 

thanks, broke it and gave it to the disciples, saying, “This is 

my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of 

me.”  In the same manner, He took cup after the supper, 

saying, “This cup is the new testament in my blood which is 

shed for you.” (Luke 22:19-20) The purpose of the 

Passover ordinance that God gave to the Israelites in the 

land of Goshen in the night of their departure from Egypt to 

the Promised Land ended when Jesus Christ, the Ultimate 

Passover, the only true Lamb of God, instituted the Lord’s 

Supper. The Lord’s Supper henceforth replaced the 
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Passover ordinance when He said, “Do this in 

remembrance of me.” If the old ordinance is not done with, 

the new would not be established.  For if that first covenant 

had been faultless, then should no place have been sought 

for the second. (Hebrews 8:7) The Lord’s Supper is the 

only feast that will sail through into eternity in the kingdom 

of God. “Verily I say unto you, I will drink no more of the 

fruit of the vine, until that day that I drink it new in the 

kingdom of God.” (Mark 14:25) 
 

Back to the story from where we left. The garment of 

sorrow engulfed the hearts of the nation of Egypt. There 

was gnashing of teeth among the bereaved families in 

Egypt. The first born of Pharaoh died. The first born of the 

pauper died in Egypt. Even the first born of the Egyptian’s 

animals died but no single soul was lost in the camp of 

righteous children of God in Goshen because the angel of 

death passed over them. The Egyptians mourned their 

firstborn. They did not need to investigate where the 

calamity was coming from. The king now realized that this 

was truly the finger of God. The firstborn is considered the 

strength of the family. On this note, the terrible blow was 

interpreted as the destruction of the strength of the 

Egyptians. In a perplexing anger mingled with sorrow, 

King Pharaoh issued a ‘get out’ order to the Israelites in 

Egypt. 

 

At the long last, the Mighty hands of Almighty God 

prevailed. The Heavenly Father had prepared his children. 

The Israelites in the land of Goshen were ready. They have 

previously packed their bags and baggage according to the 

instruction of Moses. They were patiently waiting for the 

‘get out’ order of the king. They now had the order of the 
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king and they were set to move. The entire families of God 

in Goshen were moving out. They moved out with their 

aged men and women. They went out with their infants and 

the youths. Their oxen and donkeys were not left behind. 

Even the bones of their great ancestor, Joseph were brought 

along with them. The herds of their cattle and the sheep 

were bleating in their mass exodus towards the Promised 

Land.  
 

The people of God went out of Egypt with a bang. The 

Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead 

them the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them 

light. (Exodus 13:21) They did not get out empty handed. 

God paid them a handsome wages. All their four hundred 

years of hard labor in Egypt were adequately rewarded. 

They went out with the wealth of Egypt. They adorned 

themselves and their children with silver and gold of the 

Egyptians. The four hundred years journey of the 

sojourning of Israelites came to an end. And their forty 

years wilderness journey began. 
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              Chapter 

Crossing The Red Sea 
 

Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: "Speak to the children 
of Israel, that they turn and camp before Pi Hahiroth, between 
Migdol and the sea, opposite Baal Zephon; you shall camp 
before it by the sea. For Pharaoh will say of the children of 
Israel, 'They are bewildered by the land; the wilderness has 
closed them in.' Then I will harden Pharaoh's heart, so that he 
will pursue them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over 
all his army, that the Egyptians may know that I am the Lord." 
And they did so. Now it was told the king of Egypt that the 
people had fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and his servants 
was turned against the people; and they said, "Why have we 
done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?" So he 
made ready his chariot and took his people with him. Also, he 
took six hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt 
with captains over every one of them. And the Lord hardened 
the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the 
children of Israel; and the children of Israel went out with 
boldness. So the Egyptians pursued them, all the horses and 
chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and overtook 
them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal 
Zephon.  And when Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel 
lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after 
them. So they were very afraid, and the children of Israel cried 
out to the Lord. Then they said to Moses, "Because there were 
no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the 
wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out 
of Egypt? Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, 
'Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians?' For it would 
have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we 
should die in the wilderness." And Moses said to the people, 
"Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, 
which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. The 

3 
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Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace."  And the 
Lord said to Moses, "Why do you cry to Me? Tell the children 
of Israel to go forward. But lift up your rod, and stretch out your 
hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall 
go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. And I .indeed 
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow 
them. So I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, 
his chariots, and his horsemen. Then the Egyptians shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I have gained honor for Myself over 
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen." And the Angel of 
God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and 
stood behind them. So it came between the camp of the 
Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a clud and 
darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so 
that the one did not come near the other all that night.  
(Exodus 14:1-20) 

 

With a great excitement, the people of God marched out of 

the land of Egypt. Victoriously in the strength of the 

stretched arms of God they were marching on. They all set 

out in one accord. There was no division of any kind and 

none of the Israelites were left behind. The day had been 

long. The long journey from their various homes in Goshen 

to the meeting point before the commencement of the 

journey could be tiring. Although amidst their excitement 

and joy, they might not know that they have traveled a long 

distance. Perhaps after the day’s journey, the people of God 

were now camped by the Red Sea. It was assumed that they 

were all in a relax mood. Some were taking a light meal. 

Perhaps the pregnant women among them were taking a 

nap and the little children were walking and playing by the 

seashore. The young maidens were singing the folklore in 

Egyptians dialect and dancing. You can even hear the 

bleating of the goats and sheep that were brought along 

with them from Egypt. The old men among them just sat in 
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group to discuss the events of the day. The excitement that 

they did not have to worry about the taskmaster filled their 

hearts. No fetching of straw and no brick making anymore! 

They might be contemplating how the Promised Land will 

look like. Anyway, that was not the issue of the moment. 

We are free at last and that’s what matters. All of a sudden 

there was a battle-cry in the camp! A typical scenario of 

how Satan operates. At the peak of the joy of the people of 

God, the enemy of joy always brings in his harassment to 

seek for attention. 

 

In a moment, the joy of the free became sour. Everybody 

ran to his tent.  Mothers were scrambling to locate their 

children. Men were grouping with their various leaders to 

discuss about the next step to take. It was a moment of 

desperation. It was just like a situation where there is a fire 

on the roof and a baby in the room. The Israelites had just 

got out of Egypt and they camped by the shore of the Red 

sea between the mountains. They heard the sound of 

multitude of battle chariots and the charioteers. They 

beheld from afar off, the finest armies of Egyptians were 

pursuing them. Suddenly their joy turned sour and their 

laughter became cries of sorrow. There was a great 

pandemonium in the camp and the Israelites were in state 

of quandary. Confusion filled the hearts of the people 

because they were not prepared for war. The Israelites that 

came out of Egypt were bounce of civilians that had never 

held weapons of war talk less of having the skill of using 

them. There was commotion because they did not know 

what to do. They did not have any clue about how to 

approach the situation. They could not move forward 

because they were facing the sea. They could not run back 
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because it would be suicidal, as it will amount to be the 

shortcut to their death in the hands of the pursuing enemies. 

The mountainous wilderness was not safe for the little 

children and the aged parents. Obviously, they thought they 

were at the dead end of their life. In anger mingled with 

fear, the faithless among the Israelites said to Moses, “Was 

there no graves in Egypt that you brought us here to die in 

the wilderness? We told you to leave us alone to serve the 

Egyptians than to die in the wilderness!”  

 

Was Moses afraid at this moment? Of course! Anyone with 

blood flowing in his vein will certainly be moved. It might 

not necessarily be for himself but for the community of 

people he was leading. One could imagine that his heart 

would be echoing “God is in control,”  “God is in control.” 

One thing was certain, he was not panic as someone that 

was helpless. Moses did not have time to hold an 

emergency meeting with the elders of the Israelites. He 

could not even pray.  Although it was not mentioned in the 

Bible that Moses was a prayer warrior but going by the 

unprecedented spiritual relationship he had with God, it 

was obvious that he had a huge investment of prayer before 

God.  When the scripture admonished us to pray always, it 

is because of the day we could not easily pray. Among 

other things, it is for a desperate moment like the situation 

at the Red Sea. Moses did not have to fast and pray at this 

remarkable time before God heard his prayer because he 

had never left the presence of God. He always equipped 

himself with supplication and requests on behalf of the 

Israelites, the flock of God he was called to lead. Above all, 

Moses understood the situation and he also knew [deep 

understanding of] the Lord that had called him.  
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The defining moment of a great leader is that instance when 

he is able to stand tall in the face of a serious problem and 

his courageous ability to steer the boat of the community 

with an unparalleled calmness and uncommon boldness of 

mind. Moses was not depending on his wisdom or ability. 

The mighty strength of heaven was behind him. In this 

strength, Moses stood up, calmed down the people, and 

said, “Fear ye not, stand still and see the salvation of the 

Lord, which he will shew to you today: for the Egyptians 

whom ye have seen today, ye shall see them again no more 

forever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your 

peace.” (Exodus 14:13-14)   

 

‘Stand still’ of Moses served two important reasons. The 

first is to control the pandemonium of the people that were 

sore afraid. The people of God need to stand still to avoid 

confusion and to be able to hear the next instruction at the 

crucial moment.  The people had to stand still in order to be 

well coordinated and prepared to yield to control of the 

leader. The second ‘stand still’ is spiritual reason according 

to his knowledge of God. “Those who know their God shall 

be strong and do exploits.” (Daniel 11:32) He knew God 

intimately as a faithful Father who had ordered the steps of 

His children, delivered them out from the hands of 

taskmasters would by no means abandon them at the shore 

of the Red Sea. He knew that God would not leave His 

people to the desires of their enemies. For the rod of the 

wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the righteous; lest the 

righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity. (Psalm 125:3) 

For this reason, by faith he could behold the bright light at 

the end of the tunnel. He could behold the glory of God in 

the midst of the hopeless situation. He could behold the 
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victory of the people of God although they did not have 

weapon to fight the enemies. He had a hunch that God was 

about to do something because he knew that the apple of 

the eyes of God were at the very end of their limitations—a 

scenario that always give birth to the glory of Almighty 

God. That was why Moses was so sure before he instructed 

the congregation to stand still to witness the salvation of the 

Lord. 

 

Pause for a while and reflect on the words of Moses. The 

desperate moment was not the time that Moses could gather 

the whole assembly of the Israelites for dialogue and 

decision-making. He did something powerful that changed 

the tide of events. He prophesied to the situation. Prophecy 

does not only predict the future of a situation. Prophecy is a 

spoken statement of an anointed man with the unction of 

God that proclaims and decrees in accordance to the 

leading of Holy Spirit in him that re-shapes and re-creates 

the situation around him in the spiritual realm according to 

his inspired utterance. And the prophesies would now come 

to pass in the physical realm according to the desire of the 

servant of the Most High God for the glory of God because 

our Heavenly Father confirmed the spoken words with 

signs and wonders. But before the prophecy of Moses, 

something happened. There was a revelation. The desperate 

situation gave birth to the shocking revelation to Moses. A 

man with consistent and intimate relationship with God can 

never lack the divine guidance of the Heavenly Father at 

the desperate moments. God never told him about it before 

and Moses was never prepared for the moment, but God 

was in control.   
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Let us digress a little bit. Some people do miss this 

important point. Revelation does not always come from 

dream or vision only. It also comes to men of God at times 

in the real life events. Revelation brings forth proclamation 

and proclamation from a man with unction of God brings 

forth re-creation. The first lesson that man learned from His 

Creator was prophecy—speaking to situation. God would 

bring what He had created to Adam—revelation; and asked 

him to give it a name—prophecy. Whatever name Adam 

gave to that creature became its permanent name for ever—

a creative finishing touch. Perhaps you do not know that 

naming all creations of God was not an easy task. As a 

result and by the special grace of God, naming all the 

creatures that God created made Adam a co-creator with 

God Almighty. God spoke the whole universe into 

existence. “Let there be . . .,” and the intent will of God 

Almighty became transformed into existence. When a 

revelation comes your way in terms of dream, vision, or 

other life events like trials and temptation; and if you are a 

servant of God that knows his salt, it is an opportunity to 

confirm the revelation with the prophetic utterance in 

prayer if it is a positive one.  On the other hand, if it is a 

negative one, when God reveals the plans of enemy, there 

exists an opportunity for the servant of God to reshape and 

recreate that revelation in the spiritual realm by prayer and 

watch it to manifest in victory in the physical realm that 

glory may be given to God. The instrument of prophecy 

and creation in the hands of servant of God is prayer.    

 

Immediately after the faithful words of Moses, God spoke 

to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me?” The question 

of God unto Moses clearly indicated that prophetic 
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utterance of the righteous man is a battle cry before the 

Throne of Grace. It was as loud as the loudest audio –

system loudspeaker, before the Creator, that causes the 

Heaven to stand still and angels were sent on assignment to 

swiftly dispatch a response instantly. “Tell the Israelites to 

go forward,” Heavenly Father concluded.  

 

Wait a minute. Moses told the Israelites to stand still but 

after the statement of Moses God directed that Israelites 

should go forward. The faithless people may ask, “Go 

forward to where?” “Was it into the sea to perish?” The 

commandment might sound ridiculous, to the faithless. 

Forward is the way to go if God is leading His people. It 

was a perfect instruction to the faithful because the way of 

salvation is a straightforward direction in obedience to the 

commandment of God. Moses yielded in obedience to God. 

A man that is limited in understanding of God might be 

considering that destruction may be awaiting the Israelites 

if they go forward towards the sea.  But God beheld the 

salvation that the prophecy of Moses spoke into existence 

the moment he made a prophetic utterance. If God gave 

instruction that they should go forward, it means that He 

was leading them.  

 

The path of salvation of humanity is God’s prerogative. 

God saved the household of Noah with the boat of salvation 

called Ark of Noah. The Noah’s Ark was made of Gopher 

wood. The path to the salvation of Shadrach Meshach and 

Abednego was uncompromising forward that earned them 

the judgment of the King Nebuchadnezzar in the fiery 

furnace.  The king did his worst but God did His best. He 

did not denied His people of His divine presence in their 
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desperate moment. The presence of God was waiting for 

them in the furnace. “Lo, I see four men loose, walking in 

the midst of the fire and they have no hurt; and the form of 

the forth is like the Son of God.”  (Daniel 3:25) I always 

wonder with thanksgiving in my heart that God did not 

quench the fiery furnace of Nebuchadnezzar with windy 

rain. No one should have appreciated the miracle if the rain 

and wind stopped the fire. People would have considered it 

as one of those coincidences. But the Heavenly Father 

came down in His glory. The Creator that created man and 

fire manifested in the burning furnace to neutralize the 

consuming power of fire upon His elects.  
 

Everywhere is a way of salvation if the Lord is there. 

“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee 

and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: then 

thou walkest through the fire, thou shall not be burned; 

neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.” (Isaiah 43:2) If 

the Heavenly Father decided to save Israelites through the 

sea, so be it. The ocean heard the prophecy of Moses and 

was ready to yield to the desire of God and partway for the 

people of God at the instance of Moses’ step of faith. God 

further directed Moses on the step he needed to take to 

pave the divine way to their salvation in the midst of the 

deep. “But lift thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine hand 

over the sea, and divide it: and the children of Israel shall 

go on dry ground through the midst of the sea.”  In the 

wilderness journey of life, the way of salvation is the 

King’s uncommon forward highway.  Jesus replied, “No 

one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:62) A fervent 

prayer of the righteous will reveal the way and only the 



Wilderness Experience 

- 54 - 

 

faithful ones can dare to tread the uncommon forward path 

of salvation. 

  

And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, 
moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud went from 
before them and stood behind them. So it came between the 
camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a 
cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the 
other, so that the one did not come near the other all that night. 
(Exodus 14:19-20) 

 

Before the invention of Global Positioning System 

popularly known as GPS that guides the motorist to 

navigate their ways to their desired destinations, there had 

been Guidance Power of the Spirit of God that manifest in 

the pillar of cloud. The pillar of cloud is the awesome glory 

of Almighty God. It symbolized the divine presence of God 

with His people. It illuminates in the night to provide light 

for the people of God and cast cool shadow over them 

during the day to provide shade for them against the high 

desert temperature. In addition to this, the company of 

angels of the Lord was journeying along with the Israelites 

in the wilderness.   
 

The Egyptians warriors chose to attack of the children of 

God in the night. Remember, evil activities always take 

place under the cover of the darkness. That was why their 

evil pursuit was in the night—to come against the people of 

God unprepared and destroy them suddenly. But the stormy 

rage of enemy at any time of the day is not a problem for 

God Almighty. God was about to do something new. He 

was about to raise His higher standard against the enemies 

of His children. “When the enemy shall come in like a 

flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard 
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against him.” (Isaiah 59:19) The heavenly hosts took over 

the garrison of the people of God. While the manifestation 

of the miracle of salvation was yet to take place, the 

Heavens intervened and took over the battle. So the pillar 

of cloud that went before them now stood behind them. In 

this very instance, the pillar of cloud provided light to the 

Israelites in the night so that nothing will hinder their 

movement. The same pillar of cloud manifested in utter 

darkness against the Egyptians to create a wall of defense 

in favor of the Israelites so that the evil military advances 

of the enemy might not be able to reach the Israelites. The 

angel that was going before Israelites in their journey now 

moved behind them. The positions of the Israelites were 

fully secure by the heavenly security agents.  
 

The church of God in the wilderness was marching on; the 

gate of hell could not prevail against it because of the 

Guidance Power of the Spirit of God. God’s glorious plans 

of salvation will be fulfilled in the lives of His people and 

nothing can hinder it. 
 

The pursuit of the Egyptians ironically was part of God’s 

perfect plan of salvation of the Israelites. Have you thought 

about what would have happened if there were no 

harassment of the Egyptians warriors at their Red Sea 

camping ground? Assuming the Red Sea had already parted 

into two on its own and there was no enemy pursuing the 

Israelites before they got there. If Moses commanded them 

to go through the sea to the other side, in their skepticism 

and fear, they would have bluntly objected and refused. 

Whatever might have been the persuasion of their leader, 

they would not venture to go through the sea on their own 

volition especially with a high wall of water on their sides. 
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But the fear of the pursuing enemy gave them no other 

choice. In other words, in their tribulation and in their 

victory, God’s name was glorified.  
 

Moses stood tall in the anointing of God. He lifted up his 

rod, and stretch out his hand over the sea, and divide it as 

the Lord bid him.  The power of the Almighty God frozen 

and dammed the sea on both sides and strong walls of 

congealed water stayed the course of the sea from flowing. 

Under the leadership of Moses, the Israelites heeded the 

commandment of God and moved ‘forward’ for their 

salvation through the sea. They embarked, in unison, on the 

only available way of salvation, which was through the sea. 

Perhaps the able bodied among the Israelites ran in the sea 

parted way and the aged men and women increased and 

quickened their steps. Every single Israelite that departed 

from Egypt crossed the Red Sea in the covenant of 

salvation of God for His people.  None of their cattle and 

sheep was lost in the sea. Although they were in haste but 

they did not abandon the abundance of properties they 

brought from Egypt into the sea because of fear. The 

preservation of their properties and wealth was included in 

the package of salvation of God for His people as they 

crossed the Red Sea to safety. 

 

Who can imagine that there was a highway in the Red Sea?  

The Guidance Power of the Spirit of God (GPS) can locate 

the highway in an obscured place. It was not for nothing 

that our Heavenly Father is called the Ancient of Days. It is 

because He knows the end before the beginning. He is the 

only one that can declare the end from the beginning and 

ensure that His counsel stands. “Declaring the end from the 

beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not 
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yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all 

my pleasure.” (Isaiah 46:10) Whichever bondage you have 

found yourself, if you are operating within the God’s 

glorious plans of salvation, the guidance power of the Spirit 

of God will lead you to your victorious deliverance.  

 

Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the lawful captive 
delivered? But thus saith the LORD, Even the captives of the 
mighty shall be taken away , and the prey of the terrible shall 
be delivered: for I will contend with him that contendeth with 
thee, and I will save thy children. And I will feed them that 
oppress thee with their own flesh; and they shall be drunken 
with their own blood, as with sweet wine: and all flesh shall 
know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer , the 
mighty One of Jacob. (Isaiah 49:24-26) 

 

The common parlance that says, “What is good for the 

goose is also good for the gander,” was not applicable at 

the Red Sea. “But if you indeed obey His voice and do all 

that I speak, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and 

an adversary to your adversaries.” (Exodus 23:22) God 

became an enemy to the enemies of Israelites, His people, 

and that was why the Rock of Ages that cleft for the 

Israelites at the Red Sea for their salvation did not cleave 

for the pursuing Egyptians warriors. God did contend with 

those that contended with His children and delivered the 

lawful captive from the Egyptian taskmasters. He got the 

enemies drunk with their own bloods, and saved His own 

children.  

 

The Egyptians warriors followed and pursued the Israelites 

into the Red Sea. In its middle, the Egyptian could not 

stand the forceful current of the sea.  None of them made it 

alive because the presence of God was not with the 
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enemies. The swimmers among the Egyptian warriors did 

not make it alive. None of the Egyptians returned home 

alive. The chariot and the charioteers all perished in the 

Red Sea. When God said the weapons of enemies shall not 

prosper, Isaiah 54:17, He does it in a grand style like this. 

 

The Israelites were rejoicing and celebrating. There were 

two reasons for their celebration. They were rejoicing for 

their miraculous salvation at the Red Sea. They were also 

rejoicing because God had destroyed the military strength 

of their archenemies, Egyptians, in the Red Sea. Moses, the 

self-acclaimed stammerer sang the first song of praises in 

the Bible to glorify God Almighty because of the new thing 

He had done among humanity. Miriam the senior sister of 

Moses led the women in singing and dancing in order to 

praise and glorify the Living God.    

 
Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, 
that God did not lead them by way of the land of the 
Philistines, although that was near; for God said, "Lest perhaps 
the people change their minds when they see war, and return 
to Egypt." So God led the people around by way of the 
wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up 
in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt. (Exodus 13:17-18) 

 

Have you wonder why God took His people through the 

Red Sea? Think about it, the way through the sea was not 

the shortest distance to the Promised Land. But God took 

His people through the longer distance and almost 

impossible path to their salvation. The tenet of the covenant 

of the seed of Abraham was in the mind of God. No 

Israelite would remain in Egypt at the end of their 

appointed sojourn of four hundred years in Egypt. And 

Israelites would not go back to dwell in that land any more. 
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Perhaps we have not understood the mission of God in 

Egypt. He did not only deliver them, He totally uprooted 

His people that had planted themselves in Egypt for a span 

of four hundred years and was leading them to the 

Promised Land. Please note that the Israelites that left 

Egypt were all Egyptians by the virtue of their birth in 

Egypt but genealogically, the blood of Abraham their 

forefathers was flowing in their veins. Therefore, the intent 

of God for leading the Israelites through the Red Sea was a 

‘total separation!’  

 

Beginning from Abraham, God has been separating anyone 

that operates under His covenant. God asked Abraham to 

leave his idolatry background families in Ur of Chaldes to 

the land he would point to him. The separation prepared 

Abraham for the blessing of God. Because it was not 

possible for him to be blessed among his crooked 

generation of idolaters in Ur of Chaldes so that their 

entanglements will not drag him back into the mud of sin. 

In the midst of strange country that God led him, he was 

also separated by the fear and distrust of the strange 

environment that he was. Abraham, a stranger in a far away 

country from home and an alien in a foreign land made him 

to be at home only with God Almighty Who called him. 

From then on, the Israelites became a peculiar people. Any 

place the generations of Abraham dwelt the eyes of 

Almighty God were watching over them. The family of 

Abraham had no other gods to trust than God Almighty. 

The descendants of Abraham carved a unique righteous 

culture for themselves that was based on the ordinances of 

God. Among the ordinances was the circumcision that had 

begun with Abraham when God had covenant with him. 
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They set up altar for the Living God and worship Him. This 

culture was completely different from the culture of the 

Canaanites around them. They continued to deal with the 

people around them in arm’s length relationship. That was 

why Abraham rejected the cave of Machpelah as a gift of 

land offered to him by the Ephron the Hittite to bury his 

wife, Sarah. Instead, he purchased the field from the 

natives. (Genesis 23:3-20) The Israelites dwelt separately in 

a peculiar righteous way, as a nation of God within another 

nation. This separation unto righteousness of God is one of 

the reasons for their peculiarity.  
 

Perhaps most amazing of all, is the presence of an 
underwater pathway. ... Only here, on the shores 
of Nuweiba, does the 'pathway' drop off at a 
gradual slope of one in fourteen, to a depth of just 
over 850 meters. The Bible describes it as, "A way 
in the sea and a "path in the mighty waters" (Isaiah 
43:16-17) The distance from Nuweiba to Saudi 
Arabia is about eight miles. And the width of the 
underwater bridge is estimated to be 900 meters. 1 

—Ron Wyatt and his two sons 
 

The Ancient of Days knows the pathways in the sea.  He 

took the Israelites through one of those pathways. 

Historians had stated varied width and depth of the Red 

Sea. Whatever may be their individual accounts, what 

matters is that the width and the depth of Red Sea sealed 

the separation of the Israelites, the people of God from the 

idolatry-doomed cities of the old Egypt. If we do not have 

an idea of the depth and the width of the gulf between 

 
1  http://english.sdaglobal.org/evangelism/arch/redsea.htm  (Red Sea 

Crossing) Online information accessed on January 16, 2012 
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heaven and hell fire, the depth and the width of Red Sea 

that separated Israelites from the Egyptians can provide us 

a hint. Jesus Christ reminded the disciples of the 

importance of their separation from the world in His prayer 

and He said, “I have given them Your word; and the world 

has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I 

am not of the world. I do not pray that You should take 

them out of the world, but that You should keep them from 

the evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of 

the world.” (John 17:14-16)  

 

Perhaps you are still wondering why Jesus Christ said that 

His disciples were not of this world. The true professing 

Christians are resident aliens on earth because their true 

home country is the kingdom of God. If it took God 

Almighty to use the mighty gulf of Red Sea, a landmark 

object, to separate His children from the idolatry nation of 

Egypt it is a pointer to the children of God to take their 

election seriously. They should not toy with the worldliness 

around them. They should not allow darkness to mingle 

with their light. Paul admonished the brethren thus: “Do 

not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what 

fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what 

communion has light with darkness? And what accord has 

Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an 

unbeliever? And what agreement has the temple of God 

with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As 

God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. 

I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 

Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, 

says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will 

receive you.” “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be 
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My sons and daughters, Says the Lord Almighty.” (II 

Corinthians 6:14-18)  

 

Thinking deeply about the issue of Christian separation 

from the worldliness does not mean that believers will be 

dwelling far apart from the unbelievers. The separation the 

scripture is emphasizing is mainly spiritual in nature.  You 

may be dwelling in the same community with people in the 

world, you may have to work together to develop the 

community for the secular benefits of the whole community 

dwellers, but your interests must be clearly defined by the 

precepts of the scripture.  You may be working together in 

the office, you may even be involved together in the 

corporate objectives and goals of the company, 

notwithstanding you must maintain your sanctity.  

Wherever there is conflict of interest between secular and 

spiritual goal in your working place, you must allow the 

blessed will of God to prevail in your decisions. Remember 

that believers are ambassador of God wherever God 

sojourned them.  

 

You can buy foodstuff from the unbelievers; they can 

purchase their household items from you but you may not 

become a business partners with each other because you do 

not mind the same thing. You can become good neighbor to 

each other, but the scripture reminds you that you may not 

engage in marital relationship with each other.  Please note 

that the primary reason why God commanded Israelites not 

to involve in inter-marital relationship with the Canaanites 

was not for a racial issue, it was not a tribal issue.  It was 

because the Canaanites were not bowing down to the same 

Almighty God. The Canaanites were not bonded by the 
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same righteous law of God and were not cultured in the 

orientation of righteousness like the Israelites. The Lord 

does not want the inter-marital relationship of the Israelites 

with unbelievers so that they will not be dragged into their 

abomination of idolatry.   

 

The unbelieving teachers that had acquired educational 

discipline may become one of the teachers in the school of 

your children in an environment where there is no other 

option. Notwithstanding you must be vigilant enough to 

ensure that the teacher does not mess up with the spiritual 

upbringing of your child’s life. Do not let your children 

participate in the sinful amusements and idolatry 

entertainments of the school. Today, children wear weird 

costumes to the school to celebrate Halloween, yet the 

school system does not permit children to pray to God in 

the school and the Ten Commandments had been thrown 

out of the school system. You must be watchful of what the 

unbelieving teachers are teaching your children in the 

school. Do not allow them to teach your children sex 

education as a means to perfect the inglorious sinful acts of 

fornication and adultery.  Do not allow the teacher to 

distribute condoms to your children in the school as a mean 

of preventing sexual transmitted diseases and unwanted 

pregnancy. However, you must not fail as a parent, in 

counseling your children about the sacred purpose and 

commandments of God relating to the topic of sexual 

relationship according to the scripture in your family 

devotion.  
 

There are many clubs and fraternities in the higher 

institutions today. Some of these student clubs are pseudo-

occultism organizations. The initiation into these clubs may 
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require mixing of blood of the new candidates with the 

older members or drinking concoction provided for the 

initiation that will permanently bond them to the evil 

fraternities for life. The truth that these fraternities will not 

tell you about the initiation is that by it you have given your 

soul to Satan. In some cases, there is no exit route for the 

membership of these fraternities unless you strongly and 

totally cling to Jesus Christ after salvation. In most case, 

once you are a member, you are for life. If you dare to 

abandon the fraternity, the devastating deterrent 

consequences will begin to manifest evil occurrence in all 

ramification in the life of the person. Even after your death, 

the fraternity will completely take over your burial 

arrangement in their fraternity regalia because of the evil 

covenant you have unwittingly entered into at the point of 

your initiation. In some cases after the death of a member, 

the fraternity always request one of the deceased children 

to replace him in the fraternity.  
 

The higher institution is the breeding ground for some of 

these occultism organizations and gangs today.  They grew 

up to become the powerful evil instruments in the hands of 

Satan to rule with the rod of wickedness as the 

principalities and powers in the high echelon in our society. 

They always promote the sinful interest of their few 

members at the detriment of the entire community.  The 

entire community is living under the terror of these wicked 

and unrighteous leaders without any other choice. Hardly 

can righteous man openly challenge the wickedness of 

these terrible leaders. That is why we must be watchful 

about any organization we place our membership in the 

higher institution. We must endeavor to know the modus 

operandi of any student club before we enroll in it. We 
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must ensure that it will not be injurious to our spiritual lives 

and drag our soul to hell fire after we become a member.     
 

That is why we must seriously consider the prophetic 

utterance of Moses, “…the Egyptians whom ye have seen 

today, ye shall see them again no more forever. The Lord 

shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.”  God did 

not only fight for the Israelites, He also separated and 

demarcated them from the Egyptians and their idolatrous 

lives. He ensured that the enemy will never be in a position 

to torment the children of God forever. And the Israelites 

will not be able to return to the abominable practices of 

Egyptians forever. 

 

Application 

 

It is not a problem for God to deliver, but after His 

deliverance, the onus remains on you to separate yourself 

from the madding crowd of the worldly. You will 

understand that throughout the journey of the Israelites in 

the wilderness, they always wanted to return to Egypt. This 

sinful thought was a slap on the face of the Living God that 

delivered His people from their taskmasters with stretched 

hands. The laudable desire of Almighty God was to carve 

out a nation of righteous people for Himself out of the 

spiritually defeated nations of the world. The Israelites that 

failed to live within the purposeful plans of God did not 

make it to the Promised Land. All the wicked elements 

among them perished in the wilderness. We shall elaborate 

more on this in subsequent chapters. 

 

Every person that came out of the worldliness and took a 

bold step of faith by separating himself from the world and 
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come to the Lord is doing himself a great favor. The step of 

faith is counted as righteousness for him as he continues to 

live each day according to the precepts of the word of God.  

By this, he has carved a class for himself as a favorite of 

God Almighty. He becomes a bona fide citizen of the 

kingdom of God on earth because he had accepted Jesus 

Christ as his ruler. “Then comes the end, when He delivers 

the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all 

rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till He 

has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that will 

be destroyed is death.” (I Corinthians 15:24-26) The 

congregations of the people that are purchased by the blood 

of Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary are the inhabitants 

of the kingdom of God that Christ rules upon on earth. He 

will deliver this same kingdom to God the Father at last. If 

you are not in this camp, you are sincerely roaming in the 

ignorance of worldliness. This simply means you are 

operating in dangerous spiritual territories. It is time to 

consider your ways and seek the perfect plans of salvation 

of God for your life. 
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1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,  
 Pilgrim through this barren land.   
 I am weak, but thou art mighty;  
 Hold me with thy powerful hand.   
 Bread of heaven, 
 Feed me till I want no more;  
 Bread of heaven, 
 Feed me till I want no more. 
 
2. Open now the crystal fountain,  
 Whence the healing stream doth flow;  
 Let the fire and cloudy pillar  
 Lead me all my journey through.   
 Strong deliverer, 
 Be thou still my strength and shield;  
 Strong deliverer, 
 Be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,  
 Bid my anxious fears subside;  
 Death of death and hell's destruction,  
 Land me safe on Canaan's side.   
 Songs of praises, I will ever give to thee;  
 Songs of praises, I will ever give to thee. 
 

By William Williams 1717-1791 
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              Chapter 

The Waters of Marah 
 
So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; then they went out 
into the Wilderness of Shur. And they went three days in the 
wilderness and found no water. Now when they came to Marah, 
they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. 
Therefore the name of it was called Marah. And the people 
complained against Moses, saying, "What shall we drink?" So 
he cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a tree. When 
he cast it into the waters, the waters were made sweet. There 
He made a statute and an ordinance for them. And there He 
tested them, and said, "If you diligently heed the voice of the 
Lord your God and do what is right in His sight, give ear to His 
commandments and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the 
diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I 
am the Lord who heals you. (Exodus 15:22-27).  
 
And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God 
led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no. And he 
humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with 
manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; 
that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the 
LORD doth man live. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, 
neither did thy foot swell, these forty years. Thou shalt also 
consider in thine heart, that, as a man chasteneth his son, so 
the LORD thy God chasteneth thee. Therefore thou shalt keep 
the commandments of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, 
and to fear him. (Deut 8: 2- 6 KJV) 

 

The Israelites continued their journey after their miraculous 

deliverance in the Red Sea. They were full of the praises 

unto the Mighty God. Some of them were still recounting 

the horror of the battle cry and the accompanied 

4 
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pandemonium in the camp. Following all these was the 

relishing of the joy of the miracle of salvation. They were 

enraptured in the singing and dancing in appreciation of 

their salvation. Of course, they tried to recount the lyrics of 

the songs Moses. They tried to visualize his excitement 

when he was uttering those memorable songs. They 

recounted the songs of Miriam and the eventful dances of 

the saved.  

 

They were now three days into the wilderness of Shur they 

have exhausted their water supply. Every person in the 

camp was thirsty. The infants were thirsty as well as the 

pregnant women among them. Their animals were thirsty. 

The leaders among the Israelites were also thirsty. They 

hoped they would soon get to a water source.  The day was 

dragging by and the people were tired. There was no sign 

of source of water in the vicinity. Has the Lord forgotten 

His people? Absolutely not! Eventually they came to a 

source of water in the wilderness. Obviously, the people 

rushed to the pool in order to have their filled. But 

unfortunately the taste of the water was unbearably bitter. 

And disappointment set in.  

 

They felt discouraged to continue the journey. They 

became embittered towards their leader. The people 

murmured and complained against Moses. They vented 

their frustration against their leader. They confronted him 

and demanded, ‘What shall we drink?’ Although this 

people might be acting in ignorance, thinking that their 

attack was against Moses who led them into the wilderness. 

But their attack was indirectly against God Almighty who 

called Moses to lead His people out of the Egypt. Their 
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murmuring was against the Heavenly Father that was 

leading the people.  

 

The water of Marah derived its name from its meaning. In 

Hebrew language, Marah means ‘bitter.’ One may be 

tempted to ask, “Why the bitter water of Marah at this 

crucial time in their journey when they were thirsty?” This 

question will be answered with another probing question. 

“What do you expect in a desolate wilderness that people 

were not dwelling?” Expectedly a stagnated pool of water 

in a desert will harbors many things. Leaves will fall into it 

and become rotten there. The water must have 

accommodated bird droppings. Animals would have visited 

the stagnant water source, perhaps bathed in it to cool 

themselves. The constant dusty wind of the wilderness 

blew air borne garbage that eventually settled in the 

stagnant water and dissolved there. If human beings were 

living around this water, the condition of the water would 

have been better. These were the likely assumed reasons 

why the water of Marah was bitter.  
 

Again, the geographical ecology of a wilderness in the 

tropical area is different from that of desert outlook. As a 

villager and son of a farmer from the tropical area of West 

Africa going through the woods, flowing drinking water are 

available everywhere. It is very rare to see tropical 

wilderness water that loses its taste; it is always very cool, 

pleasant and sweet. 
 

Secondly, the water source was not an accident in the 

course of the journey of the people of God. God positioned 

the water of Marah in the pathway of the Israelites for a 

purpose. God led them to discover the water. If the people 
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of God can relish the victory of their deliverance, how were 

they going to handle a little inconvenience? At the cross 

road of their lives when the going was getting tough and 

situation was getting rough, ‘Will the people of God 

remember the God that delivered them from the hands of 

their taskmasters in Egypt?’ The Heavenly Father will not 

walk with anyone without testing his spiritual appetite. The 

outcome of the test will determine whether the person is 

worthy of the calling of God. God tested the spiritual 

appetite of David, but He found forgiveness. He found the 

fear of the Lord. He found righteousness and humility. 

David knew that only the righteous God who ordained a 

spiritual shepherd possess the sole authority to judge the 

wickedness of an anointed king. He also knew that whoever 

destroys others to get to the top would have destruction 

waiting him at the pinnacle of his success. That was why 

David did not kill King Saul when he had opportunity to 

kill him. He said, “Who can stretch forth his hand against 

the Lord’s anointed and be guiltless?” (I Samuel 26:9) 
 

The same way God tested His people after He had 

miraculously led them through the Red Sea. He wanted to 

know how they would react when they encountered 

difficulty. He wanted to test their patience. He wanted to 

know whether they recognize His presence with them in the 

course of their journey in the wilderness. He wanted to 

know whether the Israelites realized that there is no 

wilderness wherever the presence of God manifested. He 

wanted to know the direction of their hearts when the chips 

are down. Unfortunately, Israelites, the people of God 

failed the decisive test. They murmured instead of taking 

their problems to God in prayer. Murmuring in this context 

means complaint. Perhaps we need to know why it is not 
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spiritually right to complain about our inconveniences. 

When believers are complaining, it is an indication that we 

limit our resources to what our visualization and wisdom 

can offer. It is spiritually ignorant to complain instead of 

praying. A believer can pray unto God faithfully about their 

situation, but there is no scripture precept that recommends 

one can complain faithfully. The murmuring folks are 

simply looking to the direction of man on earth for their 

supplies instead of focusing their attention unto God for 

solution to their situation. That was why the Israelites were 

agitating with Moses instead of agonizing before the Living 

God in prayer.  
 

However, Moses was different may be because of his 

leadership quality.  He knew the way of the Lord but the 

Israelites only experience the miracles of God. Moses took 

the complaint of the people to God in prayer. The Heavenly 

Father gave him a revelation. God revealed a tree to him. 

He cut the tree and threw it into the bitter water and 

immediately, it became sweet and drinkable. Some were of 

the opinion that the tree made the water became sweet. 

That was true but remember that the tree germinated in the 

desert encroached region and God nurtured it until the 

appointed time of its usefulness to meet the need of the 

people of God. The glory of God manifested in His timely 

intervention. His directive and guidance alleviated the 

problems of His people. The people drank from the 

miracle-transformed water and were satisfied. Glory be to 

God because sugar had not been discovered then. And it 

was not stated that sugarcane stick was cut and pounded in 

the mortar so that the sweetened juice of the sugarcane 

stick made the water sweet. It was just a piece of stick that 

God pointed to Moses. Once again, God used an 
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insignificant thing to glorify Himself among the people of 

God in order to point out to them that whatever may be the 

situation as long as they continue to operate in His divine 

presence, the uninhabited wilderness will become a 

beautiful place of comfort for the people of God.  
 

But one may wonder about the important role that trees are 

playing in the life humanity. The various fruit from tree had 

been providing rich nutrition for humanity right from 

creation. Adam and Eve were living in the abundance of 

what the trees in the Garden of Eden could produce. The 

tree of life was also in the center of the Garden as a source 

of Spiritual blessing until they fall into temptation. “… the 

tree of life also in the midst of the garden …” (Genesis 2:9) 

In the modern civilization, men are still depending on the 

abundance of the product of tree. The bulk of our sitting 

room and office furniture are made of wood. The doors, 

windows and kitchen cabinets are made of wood. The 

carefully harvested tree barks and the leaves from growing 

trees in the farms today possess tremendous medicinal 

values. That is why the western world turned to herbal 

medicine in the twenty-first century because of its natural 

vitamins and its fewer side effects. Part of the benefits of 

eternity for all believers is the hope of partaking in the tree 

of life at last in Heaven. “Blessed are they that do his 

commandments, that they may have right to the tree of 

life…” (Revelation 22:14)  
 

The divine intervention of the Heavenly Father brought 

about solution to the problems of the thirstiness of the 

Israelites. In addition to this, God gave them the first four 

conditions for keeping His people healthy. He said, "If you 

diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what 
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is right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and 

keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you 

which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am the Lord 

who heals you.” 
 

1. Diligently following the voice of God 

2. Follow after righteousness 

3. Paying attention to His commandments  

4. Keeping the laws of God 
 

Without establishing a relationship with God, it is 

impossible for humanity to understand the ways of 

Heavenly Father. If we do not have relationship with God, 

we cannot receive revelation from Him! Human 

relationship with God always begins with a covenant. The 

covenant will state the terms of the relationship. God will 

honor His own part of the covenant and we are expected to 

honor our own part. The covenant in the blood of Jesus 

Christ established a relationship between the Christian and 

our Heavenly Father. The resultant of redemption 

relationship with Jesus Christ brought salvation unto 

humanity. If we do not honor the covenant of our 

relationship with Him diligently and righteously, there is no 

way we can hear His voice or recognize the vision of God. 

That is why diligence in our relationship comes to play 

when God give His children His divine ordinances. Our 

relationship with the Heavenly King must not be taken for 

granted. The word of God came to King Asa saying, “… 

Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The LORD 

is with you, while ye be with him; and if ye seek him, he will 

be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he will forsake you.” 

(2 Chronicles 15:2) 
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We are expected to live in righteousness. In every situation 

that we face on earth, there are always two options in our 

decision making. The option is always available to be 

righteous or wicked in our relationship with God or man. 

The choice we made will indicate whether our ways are 

pleasing to God Almighty or not. If we live in 

righteousness, our ways will be acceptable in the sight of 

God. Man possesses good moral conscience as well as evil 

conscience, but our relationship with God transcends moral 

conscience. It includes spiritual consciousness, which is 

true love and absolute obedience to God, His word, and His 

will. The only ways we can be conversant with spiritual 

consciousness is through the understanding of the word of 

God. The word of God will reveal the God’s acceptable 

righteousness to His children. 
 

The scripture says, "If you love Me, keep My com-

mandments. (John 14:15) If you keep My commandments, 

you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's 

commandments and abide in His love. (John 15:10) Paying 

attention to the commandment of God goes beyond 

listening alone. The reason we need to pay detail attention 

to the commandment of God is that we can correctly 

interpret the scripture. Correct interpretation of the word of 

God will help us to observe the precept of the truth. 

Through the grace of God, we endeavor to live each day 

according to the revelation of the word. One spiritual 

precept leads to another all within the parameter of the law 

of God. The reason is that we may be thoroughly furnished 

with the truth that will help us to abide in the love of God 

and keep His commandment.   
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'If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, 

and perform them, then I will give you rain in its season, 

the land shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field 

shall yield their fruit. (Leviticus 26:3-4) Being healthy from 

the understanding of the scripture is not only limited to 

bodily healthiness. It includes general wellness and 

wellbeing. It includes peace of mind, peace in the body and 

peace in the dwelling place of the people of God. When 

God heals the land of His people the land will yield its fruit 

with its full strength. “Then Isaac sowed in that land, and 

reaped in the same year a hundredfold; and the Lord 

blessed him.” (Genesis 26:12) Pastor John Hagee said, “A 

fold is hundred percent and a hundred fold is 10,000 

percent increase.” In one year, the blessing of God in the 

endeavor of Isaac was 10,000 percent increase. That was 

incredible. The idea of healing from the point of view of 

the Living God to His people is summarized in scripture 

passages below:  

 
If you walk in My statutes and keep My commandments, and 
perform them, then I will give you rain in its season, the land 
shall yield its produce, and the trees of the field shall yield their 
fruit. Your threshing shall last till the time of vintage, and the 
vintage shall last till the time of sowing; you shall eat your 
bread to the full, and dwell in your land safely. I will give peace 
in the land, and you shall lie down, and none will make you 
afraid; I will rid the land of evil beasts, and the sword will not go 
through your land. You will chase your enemies, and they shall 
fall by the sword before you. Five of you shall chase a 
hundred, and a hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight; 
your enemies shall fall by the sword before you. 'For I will look 
on you favorably and make you fruitful, multiply you and 
confirm My covenant with you. You shall eat the old harvest, 
and clear out the old because of the new. I will set My 
tabernacle among you, and My soul shall not abhor you. I will 
walk among you and be your God, and you shall be My 
people.” (Leviticus 26:3-12)  
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Perhaps we do not understand the meaning of the diseases 

of Egyptians, let consider the following analysis. The 

diseases of the Egyptians began with desperate lack. It 

includes unwanted and unbearable calamities because the 

presence of God was not with them. Imagine the 

unbearable thirst for water they suffered when the entire 

waters, lakes and rivers turned into blood in Egypt. It was 

the other way round in the land of Goshen, the Egyptian’s 

next neighbor city because Israelites dwelling there did not 

experience the same calamity. The loving hands of the Lord 

were upon them. It was the Egyptians that suffered a great 

lack of food when locust devoured every green leaves in 

the land. They experienced the burden of living with lice—

a parasitic insect that subsists on human blood. When the 

Egyptians were taking their rest in the night, it was feeding 

time for the lice. The lice would bite them and at the same 

time discharged poisonous secretions into their circulatory 

system that might trigger off other diseases. They also 

experienced the burden of painful boils all over their bodies 

that discharged irritating pus even in their private body 

parts. They suffered the outpouring of hails that destroyed 

their livestock. This of course was an economic disaster 

among the Egyptians. These bodily pains and various 

calamities resulted to mental torture, stressfulness and a 

heart rendering anxieties among the Egyptians. From 

anxieties, worries and catalogues of disasters, peace eluded 

the camps of the Egyptians. These physical emotions could 

trigger some other emotional related diseases like high 

blood pressure, diabetes, etc., in the camp of the idolaters. 

God covenanted with the Israelites His people and said, 

“And ye shall serve the LORD your God, and he shall bless 

thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away 

from the midst of thee.” (Exodus 23:25) Conversely, since 
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there was no covenant of blessing upon the food and 

healing upon the ungodly Egyptians of old, it means there 

was no end to their sorrow. 

 

The important lesson from the experience of the Water of 

Marah is obedience. Obedience is the first course of 

spiritual approach to attain the prevention of all kinds of 

spiritual disease and calamities that befalls humanity. When 

a motor vehicle breaks down, the wise owner would return 

it to the manufacturer for repair. The manufacturer has the 

blue print of the vehicle.  He has all the spare parts in his 

storehouse. He will not find it difficult to handle the 

problems of the vehicle. The Creator has the blue print of 

our existence on earth. He knows us more than the way we 

know ourselves. He knows the point of control to all 

uncontrollable situations of our lives. When the thirsty 

Israelites found bitter water of Marah, their wisdom 

prompted them to be dismayed and angry with Moses. 

Their complaint and murmuring against their God 

appointed leader did not solve their problems. Any self-

management arrangement emanated from our wisdom to 

fix our daily problems ourselves outside the ordained 

precepts of God’s word is like a quick fix of the roadside 

mechanic that plays around the motor vehicles engine of 

our lives for his selfish gain. We must learn how to 

surrender all to the Creator in the understanding of His 

word in all situations.  
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              Chapter 

The Golden Calf 
 

Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down 
from the mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and 
said to him, "Come, make us gods that shall go before us; for 
as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land 
of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him." And Aaron 
said to them, "Break off the golden earrings which are in the 
ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring 
them to me." So all the people broke off the golden earrings 
which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron. And he 
received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an 
engraving tool, and made a molded calf. Then they said, "This 
is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!" 
So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron 
made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow is a feast to the 
Lord." Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt 
offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat 
down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. And the Lord said 
to Moses, "Go, get down! For your people whom you brought 
out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. They have 
turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them. 
They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it 
and sacrificed to it, and said, 'This is your god, O Israel, that 
brought you out of the land of Egypt!' " And the Lord said to 
Moses, "I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked 
people! Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn 
hot against them and I may consume them. And I will make of 
you a great nation." Then Moses pleaded with the Lord his 
God, and said: "Lord, why does Your wrath burn hot against 
Your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt 
with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the 
Egyptians speak, and say, 'He brought them out to harm them, 
to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the 
face of the earth'? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from 
this harm to Your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and 

5 
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Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self, 
and said to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars 
of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give to your 
descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.' " So the Lord 
relented from the harm which He said He would do to His 
people.  Exodus 32: 1-14 

 

The Israelites were out of Egypt. They were no longer 

under the encumbrance of their wicked taskmaster in 

Egypt. They were heading towards the Promised Land. 

They were free. Yes, truly free. Because they were now 

under the watchful eyes of the Merciful God and His 

Mighty wings protected them. He made abundant provision 

for their sustenance. He had been their shield and buckler.  
 

The Israelites like any other human beings on earth have 

inherent inclination of worshipping something. When the 

Israelites were not hungry and were not thirsty, they long 

for the idolatry life of Egyptians. Remember, they were all 

born in Egypt. They were deep into the culture idolatry 

background of the Egyptians. They always remembered the 

idolatry gods of Egyptians.    
 

The plan of God for their fulfillment was on going. It is the 

desire of God to fulfill His promises to His people. After 

their deliverance, restoration was the next step. God had 

fulfilled them physically by protecting and preserving their 

lives. He met their material needs by providing manna and 

quails for them in their wilderness journey. Miraculously 

He made water available for them to drink. The life of a 

man is hanging on a balance if the spiritual aspect of his 

life is not stabilized. Israelites have been delivered 

physically from their servitude. Their hearts needed 

deliverance from idolatry. Perhaps if the Israelites have 
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been living an idolatrous life in Egypt ignorantly, it is now 

time for them to focus on the real Living God. For this 

reason, the Merciful God began His spiritual coordination 

of Israelites through Moses their leader. And from the 

righteous leadership of Moses the desired spiritual 

fulfillment of God will flow down to every Israelite.  

 

Selected few people had experienced favor of God in their 

generations. The list included Abel, Enoch, Noah, 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Our Heavenly Father wanted to 

rekindle His consistent fellowship with humanity. The last 

time He consistently fellowshipped with man was in Eden. 

The Creator of the whole universe would come down in His 

awesome glory and holiness to the dwelling place of Adam 

and Eve, at the cool of the day to fellowship with them. The 

Lord intended to do the same with Israel, His people. In 

preparation for this, God called up Moses to the Mount 

Sinai, primarily to lay a solid foundation upon which the 

Israelites will be able to relate with God without falling in 

to sinfulness. The solid foundation of our relationship with 

God is recognizing the line of demarcation that we must not 

cross if we want to remain righteous and acceptable unto 

God as people that deserved His favor. For this reason, God 

called up Moses to receive, on behalf of the Israelites, 

God’s article of His association with Israelites on the tablet 

of stone upon which the laws and commandments relating 

to an acceptable worship of the Living God were written. 

“Then the Lord said to Moses, "Come up to Me on the 

mountain and be there; and I will give you tablets of stone, 

and the law and commandments which I have written, that 

you may teach them.”(Exodus 24:12) 
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For forty days, Moses was on Mount Sinai and the glory of 

God covered the mountain. During this divine encounter, 

God revealed unto Moses the construction of the 

Tabernacle as well as the intricacies of the items in the 

temple. He made know the dimension of the Tabernacle. 

He directed that the temple should consist of two 

compartments—the Holy place and the Holy of Holies. 

God clearly instructed Moses about where to place the Ark 

of God in the Holy of Holies and the place for the Altar of 

Incense, the Table of Showbread and the Menorah Lamp in 

the Holy Place. God anointed Bezaleel and Aholiab with 

His Spirit in order to perfect the artistic works in gold, 

silver and bronze for the tabernacle. He gave instruction to 

Moses about the Burnt Offering, the Priest Garments, and 

Consecration of the Priests. God gave adequate instruction 

to Moses on how to administer various offering for the 

tabernacle, atonement money, preparation of anointing oil, 

the burning of incense. He gave him law concerning the 

observance of the Sabbath day. In all ramifications, He 

revealed unto Moses how He wanted Israelites, His people 

to worship Him. These detailed instructions were covered 

in seven chapters of the book of Exodus. The instructions 

spanned from chapters 25 to 31 of the book. 

 

As God was perfecting His mode of worship that He 

desired from Israelites His people with Moses on Mount 

Sinai, the devil crept into the midst of the people of God. 

Impatience mingled with idolatry-minded people. Some of 

the Israelites gathered around Aaron. They remarked, “We 

don’t know what had happened to Moses.” They 

pressurized him with evil persuasion and demanded that he 

made them an idol god who will go before them. Aaron 
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consented. This act was an exhibition of profound 

ingratitude unto God. The children of Israel committed 

abominable sin and Aaron exhibited a disappointing 

leadership failure.  

 

Assuming something had really happened to Moses on the 

Mount, expectedly Aaron-led Israel should have 

coordinated the matter differently. At least they should 

have waited for God who chose Moses to choose another 

leader for them. Alternatively, they should have waited for 

God to empower Aaron, the appointed spokesperson of 

Moses to lead them on instead of the strange idol god. 

Where was the heart of love for their supposedly missing 

able leader? No one put on a sac-cloth and mourned for 

him according to their custom. No Israelite grieved. No tear 

was shed for the supposedly missing faithful leader. But 

they connived, conspired and coerced Aaron to carve an 

image of a golden calf for them as their god. Obviously, 

this was contrary to the law of God. Unfortunately, Aaron 

caved in to the inordinate idolatry pressure of the people.  

Aaron was inexcusable in this situation. The believers can 

learn from the sinful error of Aaron. We must never recant 

our faith under any circumstantial threat, distress or 

pressure from man or the devil. 

 

Then they said, "This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out 

of the land of Egypt!" So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar 

before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow 

is a feast to the Lord." Then they rose early on the next day, 

offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the 

people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play 
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The recovered fruit of the Israelites’ 400 years of hard labor 

servitude in Egypt through the grace and mercy of God in 

forms of golden jewelry and earrings they borrowed from 

the Egyptians were all gathered unto Aaron for the carving 

a golden image of a calf. God had not placed any demand 

on any form of offering from His people. When He 

eventually commanded them to make offering, He only 

asked for freewill offering and one-tenth of their harvest, 

popularly known as ‘tithe.’ But the idolatry mindedness 

Israelites made their very first offering of every wealth that 

God provided for them towards the carving of the image of 

golden idol god. If they had dedicated the golden earrings 

and jewelries to God, who divinely restored the fruit of 

their labor, it would have been noteworthy. But 

unfortunately, the idolaters eternally lost the gift of God to 

a molten image of idol calf. Oh, what a wretched ignorance 

lives of idolaters! 

 

The scripture reveal that our Heavenly Father is a jealous 

God. “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, 

whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.” (Exodus 34:14) 

Many of us do not know why. He is jealous of His loving 

kindness towards His people that go unappreciated. He is 

jealous of His mercy towards us that we treated with 

disdain. He is jealous of His glorious image He created in 

us that we cast to the swine when we ascribe His glory to 

the lifeless idol. Idolatry is the highest peak of ingratitude 

of humanity towards God. The simple description of the 

wicked activities of the idolaters is that: they relegated the 

Creator to the forgotten background and begin to worship 

the idol gods they created with their own hands. When their 

farmers reap a bumper harvest, they ascribed the glory to 
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god of rain. The idolaters worship the god of iron because 

of the versatility of this element in various items in the 

household. They worship god of water, god of sun, moon 

and stars. They make an effigy of the imagination of their 

hearts and turn around to bow down to it and worship it. 

When one consider the mundane gods that human being is 

worshipping, one begin to wonder about the madness in the 

reasoning of man.  How can this be expected that man can 

descend so low as to worship the idol gods that he carved 

out from the material blessing that God had created for his 

comfort? One can easily conclude that idolatry is a slap in 

the face of the Living God. In the wickedness of the heart 

of man, the idolaters choose to allot the deserving glory of 

God to the graven images. That is why God is jealous and 

angry against this act of wickedness.  
 

Aaron, the first priest of Israelites whose primary duty was 

a spokesperson for Moses and other related duties of 

serving the table of God in the temple as the priest was 

defiled by the sin of idolatry. He could not claim ignorance 

of making an idol god of golden calf for the Israelites. If on 

the other hands he yielded to the pressure of people because 

of fear of their attack, he would still not be exonerated. If in 

the integrity of heart of Aaron, he wanted to lead Israelites 

to serve the Living God in good faith, idol god was not a 

good representative of the Living God because there had 

never been a similar precedence in the course of God’s 

walking with them that justified his action. Whatever may 

be the intention of Aaron, according to the law of God was 

inexcusable. Aaron was guilty as others because judgment 

of a case is not only based on intent but also on the 

procedures and inglorious outcome of such action. 
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Aaron declared, “Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.” The 

purported feast for the Lord was a show of shame in the 

way they demonstrated spiritual ingratitude and engaged in 

ignoble festival of idolatry in the usual way they worship 

idol in Egypt. They ate and drunk and after that they 

indulged themselves in wantonness and evil revelry. Then, 

the anger of the Lord God kindled against the Israelites. 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, 

whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 

They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded 

them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of 

a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to 

it…Now leave me alone so that my anger burn against them 

and that I may destroy them.”  
 

Then Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said: "Lord, 
why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You 
have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and 
with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians speak, and 
say, 'He brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the 
mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth'? 
Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your 
people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, 
to whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, 'I will 
multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this 
land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they 
shall inherit it forever.' "So the Lord relented from the harm 
which He said He would do to His people. (Exodus 32:11-14)   
 
Then Moses returned to the Lord and said, "Oh, these people 
have committed a great sin, and have made for themselves a 
god of gold! Yet now, if You will forgive their sin--but if not, I 
pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written." 
Exodus 32:31-32) 

 

The people had transgressed the law of God. They had 

behaved disappointedly. They had made a costly spiritual 
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error. The Lord did not hide His face from the wickedness 

of Israel. He made His feelings known to Moses. Moses 

must have wished that Israelites could erase those 

momentary spiritual flaws from their history. But the die 

was cast already and the accompanied sad history could not 

be taken back.   
 

Amidst of all these, Moses had received the law but the 

interpretation thereof remains his entire responsibility. He 

possessed the authority to apply the law of God to execute 

righteous judgments. With the grace that God had granted 

him to behold the presence of Almighty on the mount, 

Moses was privy to understand that the mercy of God 

endures forever. He was aware of God’s characteristics of 

righteousness, holiness and faithfulness. Couple with the 

integrity of his heart and his excellent quality of 

selflessness and humility, Moses, the man of the moment 

stepped into the situation as a leader. He interpreted the law 

of God in his hand in the knowledge of God’s abundant 

mercy. He courageously sought the face of the Heavenly 

King in humility and with heavy heart, he soberly 

approached the Throne of Grace pleading and interceding 

for the sinful nation of Israel. 
 

The fervent prayer of the righteous availeth much. 

Intercession of Moses came to the rescue. As a leader, he 

presented a powerful voice before God for the forgiveness 

on behalf of the sinful nation.  In humility, he reminded 

God of His mercy and labor of love towards Israelites in 

the course of their deliverance from the taskmasters in 

Egypt with the stretched hands of the Lord. He expressed 

that the kindness of God towards His people should not be 

turned into a reproachful expressions in the mouth of the 
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Egyptians that would say, “He brought them out to harm 

them, to kill them in the mountains and to consume them 

from the face of the earth.” He appealed to God through his 

historical knowledge of God’s faithfulness towards his 

ancestors and said, “Remember Abraham, Isaac and Israel 

(Jacob) your servants and the oath of covenant. You had 

sworn to them by Yourself that the seed of Abraham will 

inherit the inheritance of their enemies.”  He 

acknowledged the horrendous sins of the people and their 

idolatry mindedness. He pled for their forgiveness with an 

unusual demand putting his eternal life on the line saying: 

“if God will not forgive them, that God should blot him out 

of His book.” What a pleading! What an intercession! What 

a selfless prayer! No wonder the scripture testified to the 

meekness of Moses. “Now the man Moses was very meek, 

above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.” 

(Numbers 12:3)  
 

Brethren permit me to digress a little bit here because I felt 

persuaded not to go on without a comment about the extent 

of faithful walk of Moses with God. Because of this faithful 

walk, Moses was given the grace to behold the judgment 

procedure in the kingdom of God in Heaven.  At the time 

of Exodus, the second book of the Bible, Moses was the 

first person to know about a book in the presence of God 

that contained the names of the righteous. This book was 

only revealed unto four people in the scripture. Unto David 

in Psalm 69:28 as a judgment of God against the 

unrighteous, “May they be blotted out of the book of life 

and not be listed with the righteous.” Also unto Paul in 

Philippians 4:3, as an encouragement towards the 

righteous, “Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow, help these 
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women who have contended at my side in the cause of the 

gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow 

workers, whose names are in the book of life.” Lastly, unto 

John in the Island of Patmos in the Book of Revelations, 

“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 

throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, 

which is the book of life. The dead were judged according 

to what they had done as recorded in the books. If anyone's 

name was not found written in the book of life, he was 

thrown into the lake of fire.” (Revelations 20:12, 15)  

Brethren you will notice that the concept of this revelation 

in all the four accounts is the same. You can now see the 

extent of Moses knowledge of God and appreciate his 

sacrificial love in staking this lofty hope of all believers for 

his people in his intercessory prayer for their salvation. 
 

After the prayerful pleadings of Moses with God, the mercy 

of God prevailed. Moses came down from the mount to the 

congregation at the bottom of the mount. Moses asked the 

congregation of the Lord in the wilderness one pertinent 

question. “Who is on the Lord’s side, let him come to me?” 

This simple but powerful question separated the righteous 

from the wicked. The interpretation of this question is, 

“Whosoever wants to live should come to the Lord’s side.” 

Up till today, many people do not know that idolatry is a 

despicable abomination that is punishable by destruction 

according to the law of God. The Israelites were presented 

with a choice to live or die. “I call heaven and earth to 

record this day against you, that I have set before you life 

and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that 

both thou and thy seed may live.” (Deuteronomy 30: 19). 

The issue of choice to humanity is like presenting two 



Wilderness Experience 

- 92 - 

 

roads that lead to different closed ended destinations before 

someone. The definitive power of choice is that it alters the 

rest of future life of the decision maker from the moment 

the choice is made.  If it is a righteous choice, it will lock 

the person to the blessing attached to the choice. On the 

other hand, if the choice is unrighteous, it will restrict him 

to the judgment as the consequence of the wrong choice. 

When one choice is made, it closes door to the other. A 

righteous choice shuts you in to the blessing of God that is 

attached to the choice. An unrighteous choice shuts you in 

to the judgment of God that is attached to the choice. Death 

or life was the choice before the congregation of the Lord 

in the wilderness.  
 

No further analysis was presented along with the choice to 

help them weigh the benefits and judgment thereof. At the 

level of their spiritual ignorance, obedience should have 

been a useful guidance. The law of God was not hidden to 

them but the power of flesh weighed some of them down. 

Some thought it was a joke and as a result, they took for 

granted the important choice before them. Some of the 

people gathered themselves together according to their 

tribal consensus decision. Some gathered defiantly in pride 

against the leadership demands of Moses. Some of the 

people gathered themselves unto Moses and some declined 

for other reasons. The people that gathered to the Lord’s 

side were preserved. The wicked elements among the 

people who made a sinful choice met their waterloo 

according to the consequence of their choice. About three 

thousand idolatry minded Israelites that declined to come to 

Moses were cut off from the people of God that day. 
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In the wilderness journey of your life, do not choose to 

worship the god of your imagination. Seek to know the 

Living God and endeavor to find out how He wants to be 

worshipped. The scripture did not leave anyone in darkness 

about this. Do not choose to worship the god of your 

feelings. Do not make the figment of your imagination as 

your god. It is true that money answereth all things. Money 

is a god of mammon. It may be an effective servant but it is 

certainly a terrible enslaving god. It enslaves its 

worshippers. Money cannot be substituted for the Living 

God. Your job is fantastic; it is a powerful means of your 

sustenance. It provides shelter and put food on the table for 

your family, but it is a bad god to worship because it 

messes up your quality time with the Living God and your 

family.  Marriage is honorable and it is ordained of God but 

do not worship the relationship. Worship the Living God 

that instituted marital relationship. Children are the blessing 

of the marital relationship but they should not constitute an 

impediment to worship the Living God. Do not be tempted 

to bow down to the things you created with your hands. It 

is an abomination. 

 

Knowing self in the Lord and living in the righteous 

understanding of our glorious identity in our relationship 

with God matters a lot. Although the scripture described the 

Israelites as the chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation and people belonging to God (I Peter 2:9) The 

Israelites did not recognize who they were. They passed 

through the cloud of the Red Sea, which was their own 

glorious form of baptism in the wilderness. Impliedly by 

this, they partook in the future process of salvation that 

became manifested in Christian dispensation. Ignorance is 
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not an excuse in secular law. The ignorance of the people 

about the manifestation of God’s power and mercy among 

His people led to their ingratitude of worshipping idol god. 

Perhaps some of them thought that the depravity of idolatry 

was funny. It was not funny at all; it is as deadly as 

ignorantly playing with a high-voltage electric wire.  The 

consequence of the two scenarios is a non-negotiable death.  

 

Initiative is a good attribute of man. It is expected of man 

as a free agent to employ his initiatives in decision-making. 

It is expected that the chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation and people belonging to God to 

righteously applied their worshipping initiatives in the 

wealth of the knowledge of the word of God. Although 

some may assert that the Torah were not available at their 

time, but certainly, they witnessed the manifestation of the 

power of God. They experienced His divine presence. All 

these hand-on experience and eyewitness accounts of His 

miraculous deed are powerful and equally authentic as the 

canonical records of the scripture. If the Israelites have 

engaged their minds in thoughtfulness of the goodness of 

God, continued to ascribe unto Him, the glory He truly 

deserved and engaged in a consistent relationship with 

God, these would have made them to look away from the 

evil world of idolatry and fixed their gaze on the Almighty 

God their God. Brethren, we must be very careful of 

distractive and ensnaring side attractions of idolatry. 
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              Chapter 

Exploring Your Canaan 

 
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Send men to spy out 
the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; 
from each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, everyone 
a leader among them." So Moses sent them from the 
Wilderness of Paran according to the command of the Lord, all 
of them men who were heads of the children of Israel. Now 
these were their names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua 
the son of Zaccur; from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of 
Hori; from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh; 
from the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph; from the tribe 
of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun; from the tribe of Benjamin, 
Palti the son of Raphu; from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the 
son of Sodi; from the tribe of Joseph, that is, from the tribe of 
Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi; from the tribe of Dan, 
Ammiel the son of Gemalli; from the tribe of Asher, Sethur the 
son of Michael; from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of 
Vophsi; from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. These 
are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the 
land. And Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua. Then 
Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to 
them, "Go up this way into the South, and go up to the 
mountains, and see what the land is like: whether the people 
who dwell in it are strong or weak, few or many; whether the 
land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the cities they 
inhabit are like camps or strongholds; whether the land is rich 
or poor; and whether there are forests there or not. Be of good 
courage. And bring some of the fruit of the land." Now the time 
was the season of the first ripe grapes. (Numbers 13:1-20) 

 
Then they told him, and said: "We went to the land where you 
sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 
Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the 
cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the 
descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of 
the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in 

6 
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the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along 
the banks of the Jordan." Then Caleb quieted the people 
before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take 
possession, for we are well able to overcome it." But the men 
who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up 
against the people, for they are stronger than we." And they 
gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they 
had spied out, saying, "The land through which we have gone 
as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the 
people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. There we 
saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the 
giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and 
so we were in their sight." (Numbers 13:27-33) 

 

The journey of the Israelites to the Promised Land started 

with obedience and faithfulness of their forefather 

Abraham.  When he yielded to the commandment of God 

and followed the leading fingers of God to the land of 

Canaan, his first port of call was Shechem.  God appeared 

to him there with a promise, “To your offspring I will give 

this land.”(Genesis 12:7) In response to God’s gracious 

promise, Abraham built an altar there to the Lord. From 

Shechem he went to Bethel and settled there.  He also built 

an altar unto God in Bethel and called upon the name of 

God in prayer. He did not stop here.  He continued his 

journey to Negev. Going by the two patterns of 

righteousness of Abraham, he might have built an altar unto 

God in Negev and call upon His name there. “From the 

Negev he went from place to place until he came to Bethel, 

to the place between Bethel and Ai where his tent had been 

earlier and where he had first built an altar. There Abram 

called on the name of the Lord.” (Genesis 13:3-4 NIV) As 

Abraham was going from one place to the other in the land 

of Canaan, he erected altar unto the Lord and call upon His 

name there. Every footprint of the sole of his feet was 
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making spiritual architectural blueprint plan of the land that 

would be possessed by his descendants four centuries later. 

 

I always wonder why spying the land of Canaan was 

necessary. Up to that time in the journey of the Israelites, 

the records of their continuous movement did not indicate 

that it was their normal strategy to first spy out the land 

before they launch attack against the enemies. But this was 

different. The stage was set. This was the defining moment. 

The utterance of Heavenly Father had already declared the 

blessing of Promise Land unto Abraham. The Lord 

confirmed his words with covenant and lastly He sealed the 

blessing with a sworn oath to ascertain the inevitability of 

its performance. The Heavenly Father was about to unfold 

the coveted blessing. He was about to make good of His 

promise, His covenant and His sworn oath unto the 

descendants of Abraham.  

 

The reasons why God told Moses to send the leaders of 

Israelites to spy the land of Canaan could be categorized 

into two: namely—secular reasons and spiritual reasons.  

 

The secular reasons may include,  
  

a. Evaluation and assessment of the military might of 

their enemies as far as they could. Consideration of 

military logistic and strategy that can be employed 

to overcome the physical strength of the city walls 

of the enemies. This is normal even in the modern 

day military operation. 
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b. Considering the population of the people, the type 

of life they were living as well as the culture of the 

people. 
 

c. The leaders were told to obtain updated information 

about the various landscapes and waterways of the 

land of Canaan for economic planning purposes. 

This might include information relating to their 

major farm produce for trade and economic 

planning for the people when they finally occupied 

the land. 
 

d. The leaders were told to consider the fertility of the 

land of Canaan for farming purpose and considered 

the ecology of the environment as they walk the 

length and breadth of the place with possibility of 

bringing some of the fruits of the land as evidence 

of their assessment. 
 

The spiritual reasons might have included: 
 

a. The mission was to encourage the leaders and create 

a great excitement in the camp to stir up the heart of 

the people of God. This was to spur a strong 

determination and a strong desire to possess the 

land that God had given as inheritance to their 

forefathers and also believed God for its 

manifestation. 
 

b. The leaders had witnessed the power of God in the 

time past. Perhaps we need to be reminded that 

these experienced leaders of Israelites had beheld 

the great wonders that God wroth in Egypt in order 

to defeat the enemies of the Israelites. They saw the 
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Red Sea parted into two through the power of God 

for the Israelites to pass through on a dry ground. 

They partook in the divine provision of manna that 

fell from above on daily basis to feed the people of 

God in the wilderness. They witnessed the divine 

provision of water from the Rock. They beheld the 

miraculous way that God filled the camp of Israel 

with quails when they were in need of meat in the 

wilderness. In short, they have witnessed divers of 

miracles and divine interventions of God in the 

course of their journey. They have tasted and 

experienced the manifestation of the power of 

deliverance of the Heavenly Father. They were the 

chosen instruments in the hand of Almighty God to 

testify to the entire congregation of the Lord that 

they were able to possess the land. For this purpose, 

the leaders were appointed so that they could launch 

from the platform of their past wealth of experience 

of the power of God to faithfully project into the 

prophetic vision of the glorious future of Israel 

occupying the Promise Land by faith. 
 

c. Even if the children of Anakims were in the land of 

Canaan or better still, if there were obstacles here 

and there in the land, all these were there that the 

glory of God might be made manifest. God 

expected the appointed leaders to summon up 

courage on their bended knees and lead the entire 

congregation in the wilderness to seek His face in 

prayer that they might overcome all the problems 

they might encounter in the process of taking over 

the land. 
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d. God wanted to use the mouth of the experienced 

faithful leaders of the Israelites to confess 

positively and take authority upon the land and 

possess the land by faith as they walked up and 

down in it during their exploration. 

 

e. Above all, God intended the leaders to match their 

footprints with the ancient landmark footprints of 

their faithful ancestor, Abraham that had walked 

through the length and breadth of the land of 

Canaan. Like Abraham, the Lord expected them to 

erect altars as they walked along and called upon 

His name. The Heavenly Father expected them to 

apply the principle of His spiritual possession upon 

the land. This was because He had previously 

declared in His word to Moses and Joshua that, 

“Every place on which the sole of your foot treads 

shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, 

from the river, the River Euphrates, even to the 

Western Sea, shall be your territory.” 

(Deuteronomy 11:24) “Every place that the sole of 

your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I 

said to Moses.” (Joshua 1:3) God wanted the 

leaders to spiritually take possession of the land 

that He had covenanted with their forefather by 

walking through it. 

 

 

For the above reasons and thought, the twelve honorable 

leaders of Israel were sent on a mission on a specific 

assignment to:  
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➢ Consider what the land is like;  

➢ Consider the people who dwell in it whether they 

are strong or weak, few or many;  

➢ Consider whether the land they dwell in is good 

or bad; 

➢ Consider whether the cities they inhabit are like 

camps or strongholds; 

➢ Consider whether the land is rich or poor; and 

sameness 

➢ Consider whether there are forests there or not. 

 

We may imagine what must have been the motivating 

thoughts of these Israelites tribal leaders when they were 

about to set out to explore the land. There was no doubt 

that individually, they felt that they were honored to be 

singled out to be a part of great men of valor that were sent 

up to assess the land. The personalities of these Israelites 

leaders are comparable to the today’s senatorial leadership 

of a nation. One of these twelve leaders, Joshua, stepped 

into the shoe of leadership of Israelites after the death of 

Moses. Secondly, because God ordered the mission, they 

became part of the fulfillment of God’s blessing concerning 

His people. As a result, each step they took in the mission 

received the backing of Almighty God. These leaders were 

the eyes and able representative of each tribal community 

they belonged and they were the voice to their people. As a 

result of this, they had strong influence over the attitude of 

the people. Their utterances carried a lot of weight and their 

strong influence carried the people along with them. These 

experienced leaders were to move forward in the strength 

of faith to encourage the congregation of God and take 

possession of the land.  
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Obviously, it was expected that these leaders would come 

back with the report of their findings. But note brethren, 

there is remarkable difference between report and 

recommendation. Yes, the scripture indicated that report 

was expected but no specific recommendation was required 

of these leaders about their fact-finding mission. The 

reason was that God Himself had spoken. The Israelites 

will possess the land that flows with milk and honey. It was 

given unto Abraham by promise. It was ascertained by 

covenant and finally, God sworn an oath to confirm that 

this covenant will be performed. Therefore, the 

recommendation of these leaders was not required. All they 

were required to do was to go on fact-finding mission and 

bring forth their findings. Even if there was any 

recommendation, it must be faithfully in line with the 

spoken words of God. Anything contrary to this would 

amount to disobedience and unfaithfulness. 

 

These appointed leaders went through the land of Canaan. 

They walked through the length and breadth of it. They 

climbed the mountains. They walked by the riversides. 

They went through the city, they saw the tall people, the so-

called giants of the land and they assessed their strength. 

They considered the fertility of the soil and they tasted 

some of the fruit of the land. The twelve Israelites leaders 

had first hand information about the land they were about 

to possess. Alongside with this, they have the presence of 

Almighty God with them.  

 

The question we need to ask is, “What did they do with all 

these information?” We are in the world of information. 
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There are positive and negative information. The children 

of God must be able to discern the good and useful 

information from the bad ones. It is one thing to possess 

sensitive and powerful information; it is another ball game 

what we do with the information.  Let us digress a little bit. 

Today we have the entire Bible. The prophets of old did not 

have the scripture. The Apostles only had the Torah—that 

is the Old Testament. Yet many of us are not reading the 

word of God talk less of learning the powerful spiritual 

information in it. We have the presence of Holy Spirit 

dwelling with man. Many of us had never asked God for 

the indwelling presence of Holy Spirit. We do not even 

know how to harness the spiritual power. The early 

Christians were wiser. They cherished the word of God and 

they empowered themselves with the anointing power of 

Holy Spirit the very moment they had information about 

the power. “While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the 

road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he 

found some disciples and asked them, “Did you receive the 

Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we 

have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” When Paul 

placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, 

and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.” (Acts 19:1-2,6) 

 

But it was not so with these able Israelites leaders. They 

were blessed with special grace to receive the first hand 

information about the Promised Land on behalf of the 

entire congregation of Israel. Another thing was how they 

processed the information they obtained from the land of 

Canaan. The leaders were given equal opportunity, they 

received the same promise but they have different minds. 

Their different minds led to their different focus and this 
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greatly affected their different level of faiths. Among other 

things, all the twelve leaders saw the giants, the 

descendants of Anak. Ten out of the twelve appointed 

leaders interpreted what they saw as hopelessness and 

helplessness in the journey. They concluded faithlessly that 

these giants would stand between them and their Promised 

Land and no one will be strong enough to deliver them. But 

the focus of the two faithful minority leaders among them 

was different. They looked beyond the giants. With the 

mind of faith, they beheld the Heavenly God opening the 

gates of their Promised Land. “But without faith it is 

impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must 

believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 

diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)   
 

The reports of these leaders reflected their different focuses 

derived from their different minds. The ten majority leaders 

gave the account of their findings. They even presented the 

fruit of the land to Moses. But they added a negative 

recommendation that was not required of them. They said 

that because the descendants of Anakims in the land the 

Israelites would not be able to possess the land. With their 

mouth, they confessed negatively contrary to the promise, 

covenant and sworn oath of God unto Abraham.  
 

The two minority leaders interjected faithfully, "Let us go 

up at once and take possession, for we are well able to 

overcome it." However, the louder voices of the ten 

faithless majorities drown the voice of the faithful minority. 

The result of the two contrary recommendations made mess 

of their honorable mission. This brought the fear of 

unknown to the hearts of the congregation. This was 

because the majority only saw the enemy but ignored the 
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presence of the Lord that has been with them in their 

journey so far. They therefore forgot the Lord our help in 

ages past and the hope for years to come. 
 

Although the Assembly did not call for a vote to ascertain 

whom they believed among the two groups, but the people 

were persuaded by the negative louder voice of the ten 

majority leaders and they broke down in tears. They 

considered their journey from Egypt up to the point they 

were in the wilderness to be futile. Although the entire 

congregation have not been to the Promised Land but they 

beheld defeat from the eyes of their faithless leaders who 

went on a fact-finding mission to the land. The eyes of 

these leaders saw for them and they harkened unto the 

voice of their faithless leaders instead of the voice of God. 

They felt terribly bad and angry. They even attempted to 

stone Joshua and Caleb that gave a faithful minority report 

that Israelites can possess the land. 

 

The power of a leader manifests in the influence he has 

upon the people through the dynamic voice that the leader 

possessed. The sum total of the power and personality of a 

leader, his influence and the convincing voice are in no 

way comparable with the spoken promise of God because 

the word of God is self anointed. That is why it is 

dangerous to follow a leader blindly. In the book of 1 John 

4:1-2, we are admonished thus: "Beloved, believe not every 

spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because 

many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby 

know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that 

Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God."  Responsible 

believers must be able to determine through the thorough 

knowledge of the word of God they had that the appointed 
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leader over them is in-tune with the spirit of God. However, 

the entire congregation of the Israelites was carried away 

by the strong influence of these faithless ten majority 

leaders. The faithlessness of these appointed leaders also 

affected the faith of the entire congregation. Consequently, 

when the judgment of God descended upon these faithless 

leaders, it also affected the faithless crowd among the 

people of God. 
 

Then the Lord said: "I have pardoned, according to 

your word; but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be 

filled with the glory of the Lord--because all these 

men who have seen My glory and the signs which I 

did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me 

to the test now these ten times, and have not heeded 

My voice, they certainly shall not see the land of 

which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those 

who rejected Me see it. But My servant Caleb, 

because he has a different spirit in him and has 

followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he 

went, and his descendants shall inherit it. (Numbers 

14:20-24) 
 

And your sons shall be shepherds in the wilderness 

forty years, and bear the brunt of your infidelity, until 

your carcasses are consumed in the wilderness. 

According to the number of the days in which you 

spied out the land, forty days, for each day you shall 

bear your guilt one year, namely forty years, and you 

shall know My rejection. (Numbers 14:33-34) 

 

The faithlessness of these leaders by implication was an 

expression to the whole congregation that the sworn oath 

covenant of God was a lie. Whereas the scripture says, “by 

two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to 
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lie…” (Hebrew 6:8)  Unbelief is a serious sin. God did not 

ignore the faithlessness of the people of God who were 

expected to be faithful. The Lord adjudged their 

faithlessness as wickedness. The days of their sorrow in the 

wilderness was elongated. Israel faced forty long years of 

toiling, frustration and death in the wilderness because their 

faithlessness delayed the fulfillment of their blessing. The 

Lord’s anger was kindled against the ten majority leaders 

with grasshopper mentality that brought evil report to the 

people. They instantly fell down and died of the plague 

before the Lord. “Now the men whom Moses sent to spy out 

the land, who returned and made all the congregation 

complain against him by bringing a bad report of the land, 

those very men who brought the evil report about the land, 

died by the plague before the Lord.” Numbers 14:36-37)  

 

In addition to this, the forty-day’s journey of these leaders 

to the Promised Land became forty years for the entire 

congregation because of their unbelief, thereby multiplying 

the sorrow of the people for their failure to believe in the 

sworn oath blessing of the Living God. “According to the 

number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty 

days, for each day you shall bear your guilt one year, 

namely forty years, and you shall know My rejection.” 

(Numbers 14:34) All the adult Israelites of twenty-years old 

and above that departed Egypt under the leadership of 

Moses all perished in the wilderness before they got to the 

Promised Land forty years later.  
 

The Lord preserved the righteous. Although Joshua and 

Caleb went through the forty years in the wilderness, but 

the Lord saw them through. Only Joshua and Caleb the two 

minority leaders that brought faithful report to the 
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congregation lived to witness the fulfillment of the 

promises of God to the remnant of the descendant of 

Abraham.  By this, it was to establish that the shortest time 

of receiving the blessing of God is when one wholly trusted 

and exercise faith in the word of God.  
 

Perhaps you are wondering how the precepts we discussed 

in this chapter are applicable to you. We all have a 

Promised Land before us that we are yet to inherit like the 

Israelites of old.  The sole of our feet are still treading upon 

the length and breadth of where the Creator had sojourned 

us. That is why we need to explore our own Canaan 

faithfully with prayer and sincere worship unto the 

Heavenly King. We should consider erecting an altar of 

worship for God at every stop we have made like Abraham 

and Jacob, because one day, our offspring may need to 

match their spiritual footprints on the altar of faithfulness 

we have erected.  
 

Think about the long time promises of God concerning 

your leadership in life. Whatever you are doing now, you 

are in a mission to walk through the length and breadth of 

your spiritual Promised Land on behalf of the people you 

are leading. There is no doubt that you must have seen the 

giants on the way in terms of problems and difficulties. The 

intimidating mountain of life may be threatening your 

Christian leadership journey. You must be of good courage 

because these are not indications that you will not reach 

your destinations. You should not be dismayed. God expect 

you to make a confession of faith that you can possess your 

possession. Perhaps you wonder why. It is because you are 

the dynamic voice for your generation. You are to them a 

voice of salvation, a voice of deliverance and a voice of 
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blessing. You cannot allow faithlessness to send your 

generation and your posterity to another forty years of 

toiling in the wilderness of their lives. Your righteous deeds 

and holiness you have demonstrated will speak of your 

faithfulness to the people around you and will bear faithful 

testimony about you before the Throne of God. 
 

The faithless generation of Israelites did not come out of 

their wilderness. The judgment of God came heavily upon 

the faithless adults and the so-called wise elders of the 

children of Israel. They all perished before they got to the 

Promised Land. You cannot allow your generation to suffer 

destruction because of your faithlessness.  
 

The blunt truth and the deep secret that worth a serious 

consideration in our time was that God turned to the youth 

under the age of twenty years among the Israelites to 

accomplish His covenant of the Promised Land.  “Say to 

them, 'As I live,' says the Lord, 'just as you have spoken in 

My hearing, so I will do to you: The carcasses of you who 

have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, 

all of you who were numbered, according to your entire 

number, from twenty years old and above. Except for Caleb 

the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall 

by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you 

dwell in. But your little ones, whom you said would be 

victims, I will bring in, and they shall know the land which 

you have despised. But as for you, your carcasses shall fall 

in this wilderness.” (Numbers 14:28-32)  If you are one of 

the youths that had embraced salvation and strong in the 

Lord today, I congratulate you.  You are blessed, because 

God had entrusted His confidence in you for the blessing of 

the future generation. If you are at the youthful age now 
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and you consider yourself feeble and not capable as the 

elders of your church and perceived that God cannot use 

you to accomplish His goal in the life of mankind, you 

better think twice.  God confirmed and accomplished the 

four hundred years covenant that He had with Abraham His 

friend with the youthful seed of Abraham when the elders 

of Israelites failed to exercise faith in their walk with God.  
 

Do not allow anything to despise the power and dynamism 

of your youth. God can count on you if you are available 

for His purposes. There are many ministries and righteous 

movements within the body of Christ that God can 

establish through the youth if you are available as 

instrument in the hand of God. You do not have to hold a 

position in the church before God use you. Do not wait 

until the wise elders lay their hands upon you before you 

answer to the honorable call of God. All you need to do is 

to ask for divine direction. Ask the Heavenly Father to 

equip you with His sustaining anointing. Humbly take the 

step of faith and glide in the righteous direction for the 

glory of God. If you call upon the name of God concerning 

your desired ministry, behold, you will witness the power 

of God manifesting miracles in the ministry.  
 

Beloved of the Lord, summon up courage and begin to 

believe in the Lord. “As it is written, Behold, I lay in Sion a 

stumblingstone and rock of offence: and whosoever 

believeth on him shall not be ashamed.” (Romans 9:33) 

The Lord will surely deliver; there is no doubt about that. 

He said in the scripture, “I am God, and there is none else; 

I am God, and there is none like me, “declaring the end 

from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that 

are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will 
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do all my pleasure: Calling a ravenous bird from the east, 

the man that executeth my counsel from a far country: yea, 

I have spoken it, I will also bring it to pass; I have 

purposed it, I will also do it.” (Isaiah 46:9-11) He will 

surely fulfill His promises. But you have to trust Him that 

He is able. That is all He required of you. You have to be 

faithful in order to partake in the blessing of the spiritual 

Promised Land. Prophet Elisha, the man of God said to the 

king, "By this time tomorrow in the markets of Samaria, 

five quarts of fine flour will cost half an ounce of silver, 

and ten quarts of barley grain will cost half an ounce of 

silver." The king's officer had replied, "That couldn't 

happen even if the Lord opened the windows of heaven!" 

And the man of God had said, "You will see it happen, but 

you won't be able to eat any of it!" And so it was, for the 

people trampled him to death at the gate! (II Kings 7:18-

20) The man of God made a prophetic declaration that an 

end will come to the ravaging famine in the land, but a 

faithless economic adviser of the king disputed it and said 

that it could not happen even if the Lord opened the 

window of heaven. The man of God told him, that the 

blessed will of God will surely manifest but he will not 

partake in it. True to the word of the man of God, abundant 

food storage was found in the land the following day. As 

people were scrambling for their shares, the faithless 

officer of the king was trampled upon to his death. The 

faithlessness of this officer denied him from partaking in 

the abundant blessing of God. Beloved, you know better. I 

am sure that you will not find it difficult to make a faithful 

choice today!  
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              Chapter 
Dissension against 

Spiritual Leaders 
 

Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the 
Ethiopian woman whom he had married; for he had married an 
Ethiopian woman. So they said, "Has the Lord indeed spoken only 
through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?" And the 
Lord heard it. (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than 
all men who were on the face of the earth.) Suddenly the Lord 
said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam, "Come out, you three, to the 
tabernacle of meeting!" So the three came out. Then the Lord 
came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the 
tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went 
forward. Then He said, "Hear now My words: "If there is a prophet 
among you, I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a vision; I 
speak to him in a dream. Not so with My servant Moses; He is 
faithful in all My house. I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, 
and not in dark sayings; And he sees the form of the Lord. Why 
then were you not afraid To speak against My servant Moses?" So 
the anger of the Lord was aroused against them, and He 
departed. And when the cloud departed from above the 
tabernacle, suddenly Miriam became leprous, as white as snow. 
Then Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she was, a leper. So 
Aaron said to Moses, "Oh, my lord! Please do not lay this sin on 
us, in which we have done foolishly and in which we have sinned. 
Please do not let her be as one dead, whose flesh is half 
consumed when he comes out of his mother's womb!" So Moses 
cried out to the Lord, saying, "Please heal her, O God, I pray!" 
Then the Lord said to Moses, "If her father had but spit in her face, 
would she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut out of the 
camp seven days, and afterward she may be received again." So 
Miriam was shut out of the camp seven days, and the people did 
not journey till Miriam was brought in again. (Numbers 12:1-15) 
 

7 
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Two similar cases with two similar consequences are under 

consideration in this chapter. The first dissension against a 

spiritual leader was within a family setting. Miriam and 

Aaron were the siblings of Moses, although they were older 

than Moses. These fortunate three were children of the 

same parents. The same mother raised them.  Miriam 

became a prophetess in Israel and Aaron was the first high 

priest in Israel. Moses was the God ordained appointed 

leader of the Israelites. The spiritual calling of Moses 

brought about the calling of Aaron as the priest and Miriam 

as the prophetess. Aaron and Miriam were not ignorant of 

the mystery that surrounded the calling of their junior 

brother, Moses as the Spiritual leader of Israel.  The brother 

and sister of Moses were not ignorant of the law of God 

that governed the leadership of Moses in Israel. In this 

episode, they set aside the rightful honor due to Moses, the 

servant of the Most High God. An adage says, “Over 

familiarity breeds contempt.” They made a racial slur about 

the Ethiopian (Cushite) woman he married. In their little 

thought, they were dead wrong, because Zipporah the wife 

of Moses was not an Ethiopian (Cushite) per se. She was a 

Midianite by birth.  But she was one of the descendants of 

the sons of Keturah, the wife of Abraham. She was born in 

Cush but the DNA of Abraham can be traced to her genetic 

analysis.  
 

It is obvious that the siblings of Moses did not take into 

consideration that humanity could have multiple 

relationships at the same time. There exist a biological 

family relationship if the same parents born a group of 

children. There also exists a spiritual relationship when 

through the grace of God, the Heavenly Father elevated a 

man among his peers in a community to lead a 
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congregation of the righteous. There can be a co-worker or 

business relationship. In addition to this, one relationship 

can overlap and intertwine with another. It was unfortunate 

that Aaron and Miriam could not recognize that there exist 

more than biological relationship between them and Moses. 

This relationship overlapped and intertwined with spiritual 

relationship established by God that led to the spiritual 

appointment of Moses as the leader the people of God. 

Their ignorance was the reason for the over-familiarity that 

led to their contemptuous utterances. Our Lord Jesus Christ 

recognized this problem among humanity. That was why 

He said to the people that took offence against him, “Only 

in his hometown and in his own house is a prophet without 

honor.” (Matthew 13:57) 
 

What role was Mirian trying to play here? Was it the role of 

a big sister, an advisor, or the old caretaker when Moses 

was a baby in the ark of Bulrush floating on River Nile? 

Maybe perhaps as at that time their parents might have 

passed away. Was Miriam playing the role of the legal 

next-of-kin that has the power of attorney of Moses’ 

parenting? Even if Moses actually married an Ethiopian 

woman as they thought, did not Aaron and Miriam need to 

learn that it is the Lord God that have mercy, justifies and 

forgives sin?  
 

They did not stop at that alone. They went further and in 

their haughty spirits they said, “Has the Lord indeed 

spoken only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us 

also?”  By this statement, they were invariably implying 

that, “There is nothing fantastic about Moses, after all.” 

Impliedly they were saying that they were at the same level 

of spiritual relationship with God as Moses their brother. 
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Obviously, this was one of the unfortunate cases of petty 

jealousies among siblings. They failed to honor the spiritual 

office of Moses. They descended so low as to equate their 

spiritual levels with Moses, their spiritual leader who also 

was the spiritual head of the whole nation of Israel. The 

All-knowing God that watches over the affairs of His 

children overheard their evil conversation.  
 

God did not take the matter lightly. He did not allow the 

contemptuous acts of Moses siblings to go unaddressed. He 

swiftly summoned three of them to appear before the 

Tabernacle of Meeting. The Lord God came down in the 

pillar of cloud and stood at the door of the tent of meeting. 

He said, ‘Hear now My words: “If there is a prophet 

among you, I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in a 

vision; I speak to him in a dream. Not so with My servant 

Moses; He is faithful in all My house. I speak with him face 

to face, even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees 

the form of the Lord. Why then were you not afraid to speak 

against My servant Moses?’” It important that response of 

God is quoted in verbatim as it was in the scripture so that 

everyone can understand the intensity of His anger against 

Miriam and Aaron for their slanders against Moses. 
  

In this scenario, instead of blessing, the appearance of God 

with His people became judgment unto the slanderous 

siblings of Moses. The judgment of God was swift, just and 

precise. When the pillar of cloud lifted up from the door of 

the tent of meeting, immediately, leprous covered Miriam 

as snow covered the ground. When Aaron beheld her sister 

full of leprous, he was apprehended with fear. He instantly 

pled remorsefully for forgiveness. Aaron pled to Moses, 
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"Oh, my lord! Please do not lay this sin on us, in which we 

have done foolishly and in which we have sinned.” 
 

Perhaps you are wondering why it seemed that God swiftly 

intervened to address this ugly scenario. Moses was one of 

His trusted and faithful servants. He ordained him over 

Israelites. He ordered every step he took. Moses was the 

instrument in the hand of Living God to accomplish the 

purpose of salvation among His people on earth. Above all, 

the glory of God is upon Him. If the people do not respect 

the servant God that they see daily and interact with, it is 

implied that they will not respect God they could not see. If 

they could insult Moses contemptuously, it was an outright 

direct insult to God. If the people dishonored Moses 

impliedly they directly dishonored God who appointed Him 

as their leader. God is jealous and protective of His true 

servants. The reason is not far-fetched. They are in the 

forefront of the battle line bearing the burden of the 

congregation. They are the ones that wake up in the night to 

commune with God over the needs of His people. Moses 

was the one that stand in the gap of the people and seek the 

face of God for the forgiveness of the congregation. He was 

the one that seek the face of God for their blessings.  

 

Moses was not a minor spiritual figure in Israel. Talking 

about his attributes, Moses was meek, selfless, obedient, 

trustworthy, focused and a righteous servant of God. Moses 

was a man filled with the Holy Ghost and power. He was 

the first known guest of the Godhead for eighty days and 

night on the Mount Sinai. He experienced transfiguration of 

God on the mount so many years before the apostles and he 

featured in the transfiguration of Jesus with Elijah in the 

presence of few disciples. Moses was a true worshiper of 
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God, an obedient servant of Most High God, the first 

known composer of hymn of praises unto God in 

appreciation of His goodness, mercy and glory. (Exodus 

15:1-19) Moses, the friend of God, God’s confidant, he co-

authored the Pentateuch with the Holy Ghost showing the 

beginning of creation and conditions for eternal life. Moses 

knew the Lord God; His word, His way and His work. He 

was a man of outstanding courage and faith whom the Lord 

imputed no iniquity.  A great evangelist, and the only 

known living buried by the Lord God and his burial place 

probably only known to the angels. God was not making an 

unjust biased defense of a careless, sin filled, self-centered 

unscrupulous sinful leader as King Saul or Eli, Moses was 

an undisputable man of God.  
 

It was also observed that although Miriam and Aaron 

sinned against the anointed of the Lord but only Miriam 

was judged. There is no doubt that it takes two to tango. 

The scripture reported that Miriam and Aaron were 

slanderous against Moses. In the human judgment, both of 

them deserved equal punishment. Unlike man that only 

base his judgment on his limited understanding alone, God 

knows and understands the intent of the heart of every man. 

“For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at 

the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 

(I Samuel 16:7) Of a truth, God is no respecter of persons. 

(Acts 10:34) Only the Heavenly Father knew the one who 

started the fire of the evil slanderous comment. If the 

Sovereign God of all flesh and a Righteous Judge chose not 

to punish Aaron, no one can appeal against His righteous 

judgment. It was on record that no single remorsefulness or 

repentant utterance came out of Miriam’s mouth. In effect, 

her attitude amounted to an acceptance of guiltiness of the 
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slanderous attack against the personality of her junior 

brother and her spiritual leader. By her action, it was 

indicative that she was guilty and the judgment of God was 

right against her.  
 

On the other hand, Aaron was remorseful, he asked for 

forgiveness. He said to Moses, “Oh, my lord! Please do not 

lay this sin on us, in which we have done foolishly and in 

which we have sinned.”  In addition he pleaded with Moses 

on behalf of Miriam and said, “Please do not let her be as 

one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when he comes out 

of his mother's womb!”  With this sincere penitent gesture 

of Aaron, Moses sought the face of God, and said, “Please 

heal her, O God, I pray!”  The Merciful God heard the 

prayer of Moses but He insisted that Miriam, being leprous, 

should be shut out of the camp for seven days. Whoever 

wants to partake in the blessing of the anointed should 

never mess up with the anointing of the blessed servant of 

the Most High God. 

 

The judgment of God in this instance served two purposes. 

First as a judgment upon the culprit Miriam and all 

unrepentant sinners through all ages and secondly as a 

deterrent among the Israelites that might be nursing an 

unholy ambitions and evil thoughts towards a divinely 

appointed spiritual leaders in Israel. It shows that only the 

Lord can forgive the penitent sinner. As Miriam was cast 

out of the camp, so will the abominable person in the 

judgment on the last day no matter how close the person is 

to the priest, the temple or in relationship with the holy 

servants of God. In those seven days, the whole Israelites 

were all grounded, as they did not want to leave Miriam 

behind. They patiently waited for Miriam. During this time, 
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news must have traveled around the congregation of the 

Lord why there was a standstill. God will never permit 

anyone to mess up with His true servant. He is a faithful 

Father that watches over His words. He permitted no man 

to do them wrong; Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes, 

saying, “Do not touch My anointed ones, and do My 

prophets no harm.” (I Chronicles 16:21-22) If God did not 

take it lightly with the family members of Moses when they 

slandered against him, He will not allow a common slight 

dishonor against His prophets.  
 

Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, 
with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of 
Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men; and they rose up before 
Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty 
leaders of the congregation, representatives of the congregation, 
men of renown. They gathered together against Moses and 
Aaron, and said to them, "You take too much upon yourselves, 
for all the congregation is holy, every one of them, and the 
Lord is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves 
above the assembly of the Lord?" So when Moses heard it, he 
fell on his face; and he spoke to Korah and all his company, 
saying, "Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is His and 
who is holy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one 
whom He chooses He will cause to come near to Him. Do this: 
Take censers, Korah and all your company; put fire in them and 
put incense in them before the Lord tomorrow, and it shall be that 
the man whom the Lord chooses is the holy one. You take too 
much upon yourselves, you sons of Levi!" Then Moses said to 
Korah, "Hear now, you sons of Levi: Is it a small thing to you that 
the God of Israel has separated you from the congregation of 
Israel, to bring you near to Himself, to do the work of the 
tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before the congregation to 
serve them; and that He has brought you near to Himself, you 
and all your brethren, the sons of Levi, with you? And are you 
seeking the priesthood also? Therefore you and all your 
company are gathered together against the Lord. And what is 
Aaron that you complain against him?"  And Moses sent to call 
Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, but they said, "We will not 
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come up! Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that 
you should keep acting like a prince over us? Moreover you have 
not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given 
us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes 
of these men? We will not come up!" Then Moses was very 
angry, and said to the Lord, "Do not respect their offering. I have 
not taken one donkey from them, nor have I hurt one of them." 
And Moses said to Korah, "Tomorrow, you and all your company 
be present before the Lord--you and they, as well as Aaron. Let 
each take his censer and put incense in it, and each of you bring 
his censer before the Lord, two hundred and fifty censers; both 
you and Aaron, each with his censer." So every man took his 
censer, put fire in it, laid incense on it, and stood at the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting with Moses and Aaron. And Korah 
gathered all the congregation against them at the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting. Then the glory of the Lord appeared to all 
the congregation. And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, 
saying, "Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that 
I may consume them in a moment." Then they fell on their faces, 
and said, "O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one 
man sin, and You be angry with all the congregation?" (Numbers 
16:1-22).  
 

With the judgment of God upon Miriam, the biological 

sister of Moses, still fresh in mind of everyone in the 

congregation that brought about seven days standstill of the 

entire Israelites, it was expected that no right-thinking 

person among the congregation of the Lord would ever 

think of challenging Moses and Aaron with an unjust 

accusation. But Korah, Dathan and Abiram dared the 

consequences. They led a gang of two hundred and fifty 

leaders of the congregation, representatives of the 

congregation, men of renown and elites of Israelites in a 

treasonable felony against the divine-led theocratic 

government of Moses.  
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Even if most of us do not know the origin of politics that 

had characterized the entire world today, it is not difficult 

to understand it from the characters of Korah. Korah was a 

Levite, a tribe in Israel that God gave a special grace and 

privilege to serve in the temple of God. They were so 

privileged that God entrenched commandment in the 

Mosaic Law that every eleven tribes of Israelites must 

bring one-tenth of their resources to the house of the Lord 

to meet the needs of the Levites that were serving in the 

Temple of God. Moreover, in all the inheritance of the 

remaining eleven tribes of Israelites, a portion of land was 

specifically set aside in the inheritance of each tribe for the 

Levites. Any Levite can own landed property in all the 

eleven tribes of Israel, and they can marry from any of the 

tribes. They enjoyed the uncommon blessing of God that 

was not available to all the remaining eleven tribes of Israel 

only because they served in the presence of God. They 

were serving the table of the Lord God, hence they received 

the favor of God for doing no other work than worshipping 

the Lord. Therefore, discontentment supposed to be a 

strange vocabulary to the Levites. Undue ambition should 

not have been mentioned among the people that received 

the uncommon favor of God. Derogatory mindedness 

should not have manifested among the people that are 

called into holiness in the temple of the Living God. But 

the evil geniuses like Korah, Dathan and Abiram led gang 

of two hundred and fifty dissidents were not contented with 

the God-led government of Moses. They were engrossed 

with undue ambitions. And their derogatory mindedness 

made them to think that the whole congregation of Israel 

was the extended territorial property of the family of Moses 

and Aaron.  
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Brethren if you do not know before, discontentment and 

undue ambition gave birth to political chaos that 

characterized the entire world today. The derogatory 

mindedness of each political group always made them think 

that they can handle the affairs of the people better than the 

other. In the monarchy, stratocracy, or oligarchy system of 

government there always exist situation of dissensions and 

chaos that leads to the death of the of the government 

leaders. “Democracy” is defined as “government of people 

by the people and for the people,” yet there are always 

contentions and dissensions among the politicians. They do 

this to justify their actions in order to win the sympathy of 

the electorate. However, the best orator among the political 

leaders with fat brown envelopes in his pocket, corrupts, 

confuses and bamboozles the people in order to win their 

hearts and thereby secures the mandate of the people to be 

the leader of their constituency. Immediately they secure 

the mandate of the people, they would forget about the 

people they promised to serve. As a result, the sorrow of 

the people continues. 

 

One of the parlances among the politicians is “Politics is a 

game of number.” Imagine the scenario, Moses and Aaron 

against two hundred and fifty elites and renowned 

Israelites. One may out-rightly think Moses and Aaron did 

not have a chance in this matter. Although majority may 

carry the vote in the political arena but not in the 

administration that Almighty God is the head. “Anyone 

with God is more than a majority.” Moses knew the deadly 

consequence of the action of Korah and others. He tried to 

speak to Korah about the issue, but only received rebuff 

and obnoxious remarks of Korah. He said to Moses, “You 

take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is 
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holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them. Why 

then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the 

Lord?”  Neither did Dathan and Abiram respond kindly to 

the peaceful overture of Moses to diffuse the tension. 

Moses, the spiritual leader of Israel sent for them. They 

said to Moses, "We will not come up! Is it a small thing that 

you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and 

honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you should keep 

acting like a prince over us? Moreover you have not 

brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor 

given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put 

out the eyes of these men? We will not come up!”  In their 

narrow mindedness, they wished Moses and Aaron should 

step down and allowed fresh blood and fresh mind leaders 

to lead the Israelites. By their words and actions, they 

passed a vote of no confidence on Moses and on to the all-

righteous God who ordained Moses as the leader of Israel, 

making both of them liars. On the other hand, if these 

dissidents possessed legal statutes that can easily be 

manipulated to remove Moses and Aaron, they would have 

initiated impeachment proceedings against the appointed 

spiritual leaders of Israelites. They did not understand that 

God does not need a so-called “fresh blood” to replace a 

righteous administration; rather He needs a spiritually 

tested person that would stand firmly unmovable. Korah 

and his cohorts failed to realize and understand that Moses 

and Aaron did not place themselves as the spiritual leaders 

of the Israelites. As a result, they cannot step down unless 

God directed accordingly. These people did not understand 

that there is no room for dirty political practices in the 

administration of God.  
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Since peace overture of Moses failed against their evil 

contentions, the next line of Moses action was to take the 

matter to God. He sent message to the 250 Israelites 

dissidents, “Tomorrow, you and all your company be 

present before the Lord--you and they, as well as 

Aaron. Let each take his censer and put incense in it, and 

each of you bring his censer before the Lord, two hundred 

and fifty censers; both you and Aaron, each with his 

censer.”  Their evil ambition clouded their spiritual sense 

of judgment. Here is a great lesson. The bible says, “There 

is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof 

are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 16:25) They all appeared 

before the Tent of Meeting with fire in their censers, which 

was against the ordinances of God that stated, “Only 

appointed Levites can offer sacrifices unto the Lord in the 

Temple.” Then the pillar of cloud, which is the symbolism 

of glory of God, appeared to people at the Tent of the 

Meeting. The people were waiting for what God will say. 

They probably thought that God could not destroy such a 

huge numbers of chosen men of Israel. They were righteous 

in their own eyes. No wonder God spoke expressly in the 

New Testament that all our righteousness was described as 

a ‘filthy rag’ before God. In addition, the book of Proverbs 

30:12 states, “There is a generation that are pure in their 

own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness.” They 

have forgotten that God is a righteous God. They did not 

realize that God would exercise a faithful judgment. They 

failed to understand that God does not change His position 

of righteousness unlike man that have tendency of changing 

their positions about issues of life. “God is not a man, so he 

does not lie. He is not human, so he does not change his 

mind.” (Numbers 23:19 NLT) God who knew the intent of 
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man did not ask them any question at all, He proceeded in 

His judgment instantaneously. Instead of the voice of 

commendation, the dissidents received condemnation. The 

anger of God waxed strong against the 250 dissidents. God 

told Moses and Aaron, “Separate yourselves from among 

this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.”  

Moses and Aaron fell facedown before the Living God 

pleading in intercessory prayer for the congregation.  God 

sent Moses to tell people to move away from the tents of 

Korah, Dathan and Abiram.   
 

In the presence of the congregation of Israel, Moses said, 

“By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all 

these works, for I have not done them of my own will. If 

these men die naturally like all men, or if they are visited 

by the common fate of all men, then the Lord has not sent 

me. But if the Lord creates a new thing, and the earth opens 

its mouth and swallows them up with all that belongs to 

them, and they go down alive into the pit, then you will 

understand that these men have rejected the Lord.” 

(Numbers 16:28-30) The words of the elects of God are 

programmed to effect blessing upon the people of God and 

at same time, judgment of God upon the wicked. If you 

notice, in this episode, when Moses called upon the name 

of the Lord, the mercy of God prevailed against the 

situation. However, when he demanded judgment of God 

upon the wicked, the judgment comes instantaneously. 

Immediately Moses finished speaking, the earth caved in 

under the tents of the evil ringleaders and they went in to 

their grave alive because the earth swallowed them and 

their families. The remaining 250 evil followers that the 

leadership of Korah, Dathan and Abiram had birthed into 

existence did not go scot-free. Fire came from the presence 
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of God to consume them. “And a fire came out from the 

Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who 

were offering incense.” (Numbers 16:35) 
 

There was a great murmuring among the people against 

Moses and Aaron after God had executed His judgment 

upon Korah, Dathan, Abiram and their 250 cohorts. They 

were saying to Moses and Aaron, “You have killed the 

people of God.” Immediately the glory of God came down 

at the Tent of Meeting. “And the Lord spoke to Moses, 

saying, “Get away from among this congregation, that I 

may consume them in a moment.” And they fell on their 

faces. So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a censer and put fire 

in it from the altar, put incense on it, and take it quickly to 

the congregation and make atonement for them; for wrath 

has gone out from the Lord. The plague has begun.” Then 

Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst 

of the assembly; and already the plague had begun among 

the people. So he put in the incense and made atonement 

for the people. And he stood between the dead and the 

living; so the plague was stopped. Now those who died in 

the plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides 

those who died in the Korah incident.” (Numbers 16:44-49)  

 

The unrighteous emotional multitude that did not see 

anything wrong in the character disposition of Korah, 

Dathan and Abiram that murmured and wrongly accused 

Moses and Aaron out of their deep emotion did not go 

unpunished. They violated the law of God that say, “You 

shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a 

dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.” 

(Exodus 23:2) Fourteen thousand and seven hundred 

people died for their wrong accusation against their 
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spiritual head for the matter that they did not have full 

detailed account before they join others who wrongly 

accused the innocent servants of the Most High God. 

Obviously, they did it in sympathy, defying and 

disrespecting God and were unjustifiably angry against 

God and Moses. The judgment against the sins of the 

wicked elements was extended to the people that had 

sympathy for the wicked. 
 

Any time we pray for the presence of God to come down in 

the midst of the people of God, let us think twice. A sincere 

question we need to ask ourselves before we request for His 

presence is that, “Are we ready to receive the presence of 

God? In order to be ready for the presence of God, our 

hearts must be cleansed and iniquity must not be found in 

our hands. If the presence of God came down and met 

iniquities in the midst of His people, this may attract His 

instantaneous judgment. But if the presence of God came 

down and met holiness and righteousness, definitely, it will 

attract God’s blessing. Korah did not listen to the counsel 

of Moses, the spiritual leader of Israel. He refused to take 

correction about his discontentment and undue ambition 

and yet, he appeared before the presence of God with a 

censer. What was an unrepentant sinner expecting to 

receive in the presence of God? Here is the deceitfulness 

that always goes with all evil ambitions. Just like Judas 

Iscariot, at this time this group has lost any remaining 

Godly conscience to restraint them from perdition. Korah 

sowed into corruption and he reaped damnation. Dathan 

and Abiram refused the peaceful overture of Moses when 

he called them to let them resolve the matter with love and 

understanding in the wisdom of God. They said they won’t 

come. They became so rude and incorrigible against the 
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personality of Moses the servant of God. But in the 

following day, they proceeded to the presence of God with 

censers in their hands. What were they expecting to receive 

in the presence of God when their hands were full of 

iniquities?  
 

In the presence of God there is solution. In the presence of 

God there is deliverance. The presence of God is the citadel 

of mercy. The presence of Living God terrifies the forces of 

darkness. “Now in the synagogue there was a man who had 

a spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out with a loud 

voice, saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do with You, 

Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know 

who You are--the Holy One of God!” (Luke 4:33-34) Every 

righteous being thrives better in the presence of God. That 

is why Angel Gabriel declared, "I am Gabriel, who stands 

in the presence of God …” (Luke 1:19) The righteous loves 

and rejoices in the presence of God. “You are not a God 

who takes pleasure in evil; with you the wicked cannot 

dwell. The arrogant cannot stand in your presence; you 

hate all who do wrong.” (Psalm 5:4-5) The penitent sinner 

receives mercy in the presence of God. “And Jesus said to 

him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in 

Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) The unrepentant sinners will be 

cast out from the presence of God in to the outer darkness. 

“And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. 

There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 

25:10) 

 
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: "Speak to the children of 
Israel, and get from them a rod from each father's house, all their 
leaders according to their fathers' houses--twelve rods. Write 
each man's name on his rod. And you shall write Aaron's name 
on the rod of Levi. For there shall be one rod for the head of each 
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father's house. Then you shall place them in the tabernacle of 
meeting before the Testimony, where I meet with you. And it 
shall be that the rod of the man whom I choose will blossom; thus 
I will rid Myself of the complaints of the children of Israel, which 
they make against you." So Moses spoke to the children of 
Israel, and each of their leaders gave him a rod apiece, for each 
leader according to their fathers' houses, twelve rods; and the 
rod of Aaron was among their rods. And Moses placed the rods 
before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness. Now it came to pass 
on the next day that Moses went into the tabernacle of witness, 
and behold, the rod of Aaron, of the house of Levi, had sprouted 
and put forth buds, had produced blossoms and yielded ripe 
almonds. (Numbers 17:1-8) 
 

The judgment of God took its tolls upon the ungodly. The 

fear of God engulfed the congregation. God vindicated 

Moses and Aaron. The entire Israelites knew that their 

spiritual leaders were not usurping unauthorized leadership 

upon them. The congregation now knew that Moses and 

Aaron were truly appointed by God and their leadership 

was ordained of God. They learnt a terrible lesson that 

there is no politics in the administration of God.  
 

The Righteous Judge did not stop at these judgment alone, 

He put a lasting visible seal in the mind of the Israelites so 

that an occasion will never arise in the midst of the children 

of God that will give room for grumbling, slandering and 

undue agitation against the leadership of ordained servant 

of God. God commanded Moses to instruct the twelve 

ancestral tribe leaders of Israelites to bring one staff each.  

The name of Aaron should be written on the staff of the 

ancestral tribe of Levi. The names of each tribe leaders 

must be written on each staffs.  These staffs must be 

brought to the Tent of Meeting. The staff of the leader that 

received the mandate of God will miraculously blossom the 
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following day so that the congregation will stop their 

grumbling against His servants. 

 

The question we need to ask ourselves is that, “Must the 

Heavenly God do this to convince the Israelites that He 

appointed Aaron as the priest over His people?” Absolutely 

not! But that is the extent of His mercy towards mankind. 

Our Heavenly Father loves righteousness and with passion, 

He hates wickedness. He still does everything within His 

divine power to ensure that sinners are adequately warned 

of the impending danger of their wicked actions so that 

they can desist from them. When the entire Israelites 

witnessed a dead, dry shepherd staff became blossom with 

green leaves and bore almond fruit, it will send a powerful 

message to the grumbling congregation that appointment of 

Moses and Aaron, as the spiritual over Israel is of God and 

cannot be queried. God intended that they should beginning 

to behold the glory of God through the appointed spiritual 

leaders in Israel. As a result they should accord, appropriate 

honor and respect due to the appointed spiritual leader in 

the congregation. 

 

The following day Moses went to the Tabernacle of 

Meeting. The brought out the twelve staffs and the staff of 

Aaron sprouted with fresh green leaves and bore almond 

fruit. The Israelites tribe leaders that were present at the 

Tent of Meeting were filled with awe when the miracle of 

God confirmed the priesthood of Aaron. They also thought 

that the vindication of Aaron priesthood would bring death 

unto them. They were wrong because the divine plan of 

God was to provide them with undeniable symbolic 

evidence that only Aaron was the appointed high priest 

among the congregation that can offer incense in the 
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Temple so that the grumbling of the congregation would 

stop. God further instructed Moses to put the staff of Aaron 

before the Tent of Meeting so that the hearts of the people 

with wicked spirit of Korah, Dathan and Abiram will not be 

stirred in the midst of the congregation again. The New 

Testament revealed that Aaron’s staff that budded was one 

of the three items placed in the Ark of Covenant. “Behind 

the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 

which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered 

Ark of the Covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of 

manna, Aaron's staff that had budded, and the stone tablets 

of the covenant.” (Hebrew 9:3-5) 

 

Whether in the theological administration setting or secular 

government administration, every person is to respect 

governing authorities. No government exists without the 

knowledge of the Living God. Like the spiritual leaders, all 

the secular government leaders are also servant of the 

Living God. The scripture revealed that Heaven is the 

throne of God and the earth is His footstool. “This is what 

the Lord says: "Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my 

footstool.” (Isaiah 66:1)  If that is the case, the earth is 

therefore is expected to be an extension of the kingdom of 

God in righteousness and holiness. Both the people and 

their leaders are subjects in the extended kingdom of God 

on earth. The Heavenly Father is interested in the affairs of 

mankind. The following bible passages further explained 

this important issue.  

 
Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except that which God has established. The 
authorities that exist have been established by God. 
Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling 
against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring 
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judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no terror for those who 
do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from 
fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he will 
commend you. For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. 
He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on 
the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the 
authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also 
because of conscience. This is also why you pay taxes, for the 
authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to 
governing. (Romans 13:1-6) 

 

Every secular organization has a leader. The leader is the 

nerve center of the organization. By design, the leader 

mobilizes, coordinates and controls the activities of the 

organization. The excellent performance of the 

organization reflects the efficiency and diligence of the 

leader. That is why the leader takes the credit or blame as 

the case may be for the outcome of the activities of the 

organization. In addition to this, if the Heavenly Father 

intends to intervene in the affairs of the organization, He 

won’t by-pass His appointed righteous leader. He would 

touch the heart of the leader in order that His will might be 

done in the organization.  

 

Governing authority is not limited to the secular 

organizations and the spiritual organizations.  In fact, it 

begins at home.  In every units of a family, there is 

governing authority of the father, the head of the family, 

who also is accountable unto Almighty God that made him 

the human head of the family. The wife, an important 

partner in the family setting, must recognize and honor the 

governing authority of her husband. The husband and the 

wife in a family are the two human angels appointed to 

watch over the affairs of their children.  The children must 
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therefore recognize and honor the governing authority of 

their parents.  Well-behaved and responsible children must 

also recognize and honor the governing authority of the 

teachers in the schools as well as the Sunday schools. Your 

boss in the office, whether male or female, is an appointed 

servant of God over the enterprise. The various political 

leaders, whether they are good or wicked, whether they are 

honest or corrupt, they are appointed servant of God over 

the populace they were governing. We therefore owe it a 

duty, because of the word of God, to submit and honor their 

leadership. If the word of God demands that we must 

submit to the secular governing authorities it is expedient 

for us to draw an inference from the commandment to also 

submit with total humility to the spiritual authority that 

God placed over us. 
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              Chapter 

Waters of Meribah 
 

Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their 
journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the 
commandment of the Lord, and camped in Rephidim; but there 
was no water for the people to drink. Therefore the people 
contended with Moses, and said, "Give us water, that we may 
drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you contend with me? 
Why do you tempt the Lord?" And the people thirsted there for 
water, and the people complained against Moses, and said, 
"Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and our livestock with thirst?" So Moses cried out to the 
Lord, saying, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost 
ready to stone me!" And the Lord said to Moses, "Go on before 
the people, and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also 
take in your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and 
go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; 
and you shall strike the rock,  and water will come out of it, that 
the people may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the 
elders of Israel. So he called the name of the place Massah and 
Meribah, because of the contention of the children of Israel, and 
because they tempted the Lord, saying, "Is the Lord among us or 
not?" (Exodus 17:1-7) 

 
Then the children of Israel, the whole congregation, came into 
the Wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in 
Kadesh; and Miriam died there and was buried there. Now there 
was no water for the congregation; so they gathered together 
against Moses and Aaron. And the people contended with Moses 
and spoke, saying: "If only we had died when our brethren died 
before the Lord! Why have you brought up the assembly of the 
Lord into this wilderness, that we and our animals should die 
here? And why have you made us come up out of Egypt, to bring 
us to this evil place? It is not a place of grain or figs or vines or 
pomegranates; nor is there any water to drink." So Moses and 

8 



Wilderness Experience 

- 136 - 

 

Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting, and they fell on their faces. And the glory 
of the Lord appeared to them. Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, "Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the 
congregation together. Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it 
will yield its water; thus you shall bring water for them out of the 
rock, and give drink to the congregation and their animals." So 
Moses took the rod from before the Lord as He commanded him. 
And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before 
the rock; and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we 
bring water for you out of this rock?" Then Moses lifted his hand 
and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came out 
abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank. Then 
the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not 
believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, 
therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I 
have given them." This was the water of Meribah, because the 
children of Israel contended with the Lord, and He was hallowed 
among them. Number 20:1-13 

 

The events in the two passages above were about 38 years 

apart. Although the two events were similar but were 

definitely not the same. They were two distinct separate 

issues. The first one occurred in the wilderness just after 

the Israelites left the Egypt. The second one occurred after 

a passage of time when the Israelites were about to finally 

enter the Promised Land.  
 

In each of the events, the people of God were thirsty. An 

important need arose in their lives that required urgent 

attention. These people were journey on in the desert. 

Obviously, the atmosphere was dry and dusty. The 

temperature was high and hot. There was nothing closed to 

water in the vicinity that can satisfy the thirsty needs of the 

people. There were no fruits like pawpaw, pineapple, 

orange and pomegranate that they could substituted for 

water. The people were panting for water. God was aware 
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of their needs because He was the one that was leading 

them in the course of their journey. Remember He was to 

them a pillar of cloud during the day to protect them from 

the scorching sun and a pillar of fire in the night to provide 

them with light. The scripture confirm in the Psalm 34:15 

“The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears 

are open to their cry.” If the Lord’s eyes was upon His 

people, and He knew that they were thirsty, “Why then did 

He not make water available to them?” It was not a 

situation of insensitiveness of God. Neither was it a case of 

negligence on the part of the Heavenly Father. In this 

particular occasion, there was no indication that God was 

judging Israelites here. Therefore the obvious scenario was 

that God was about to do something new.  
 

The Israelites knew God that He is the Lord that saved the 

first-born of Israel in Egypt. They knew Him as God of 

Moses that turned water to blood in Egypt but preserved 

water for His people in Goshen. They knew Him as the 

Lord that dealt with the Egyptians with devastating blow 

that they should let go Israel, the apple of his eyes. They 

knew God as the Lord that divided the Red Sea for His 

people to walk on a dry land in the midst of the sea. They 

knew Him as God that provided manner for His people in 

the wilderness, etc. The journey of the Israelites in the 

wilderness is a story of faithfulness of God and He wanted 

the amazing story of His faithfulness to be made available 

to all generation of Israelites persuasively so that their 

hearts will always align to the faithful Heavenly Father 

who had stood by their fore-fathers in the past.  
 

On these separate two occasions God wanted to reveal 

Himself in a new dimension that He was the only God they 
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need for all their life’s issues. He was about to showcase 

something that had not been done since the creation of the 

universe to His children. God was preparing the mind of 

His people for the blessing of the moment that He was 

about to unveil. 

 

How I wish that every situation of humanity presented him 

an opportunity of second chance to make amendment. In a 

scenario like that, if a man missed it or messed up at first 

instance, he will be looking forward for the second chance 

to effect necessary correction. This rare grace of second 

chance was made available to the Israelites. God caused the 

whole nation to pass through the old road again. In 2 

Chronicles 7:13-14 the bible states,  “If I shut up heaven 

that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour 

the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; If my 

people, which are called by my name, shall humble 

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 

wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 

their sin, and will heal their land.” Although the grace was 

there and the provision for forgiveness was available to the 

people of God, but unfortunately, the obnoxious attitude of 

the people did not let them see that God was presenting 

them another chance to correct their old ways.  
 

Closed to forty years ago, their fathers blew it in the same 

very spot. They seemed not to understand the ways, the will 

or workings of God nor were they ready for the new things 

that God wanted to do. All they wanted was water to 

quench their thirst. They seemed not to be concerned about 

the glory of the Lord. Whether there were miracles or not, 

it did not matter to them. Whether God is mighty or not, 

was not their interest. All they wanted was water. Self-

http://bible.cc/2_chronicles/7-13.htm


Waters of Meribah 

- 139 - 

 

denial was a strange vocabulary to them. Their strong 

desires and cravings were centered on things that perishes 

with time. Unfortunately, their stomach was their god. As a 

result, they acted obnoxiously to Moses and Aaron, their 

appointed leaders, exactly the same way they behaved to 

them about four decades ago on the same spot. The 

blessing of a spiritual leader is obtainable in the spirit of 

humility, faith and obedience. But the Israelites complained 

bitterly. They grumbled. They murmured until their leader 

became infuriated.  It did not cross their minds that their 

passionate need was designed to draw their attention to 

God. Obviously, Israelites have not learned their lessons. It 

did not occur to them that they were to seek the face of God 

in their desperate needs. 
 

In the case of Moses and Aaron, God gave them the grace 

to experience the two similar events because most of the 

adults among Israelites who left Egypt under the leadership 

of Moses did not witness the second event. They died in the 

wilderness before this important replay of life.  
 

When they sought the face of God thirty-eight years ago, 

on the same spot for the same issue, God told Moses, "Go 

on before the people, and take with you some of the elders 

of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you 

struck the river, and go. Behold, I will stand before you 

there on the rock in Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, 

and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." 

Moses followed the commandment of God to the letter. At 

appointed time, God intervened. In the integrity of His 

words, God faithfulness provided water for His people.  
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In this new encounter of Moses and Aaron, the directive 

was simple and straightforward. God told Moses, “Gather 

the congregation together. Take the rod and speak to the 

rock before the eyes of the assembly and the rock will yield 

its water. By this you shall bring water for them out of the 

rock, for the congregation and their animals.” Brethren, 

can you notice the difference in the two instructions? In the 

first experience, God told Moses to strike the rock. In the 

new encounter, God told him to speak to the rock.  

 

At these two difficult moments of their lives, God did not 

send them to the low land where there were possibilities of 

locating water. God did not send the leaders of Israelites to 

the brooks to look for water. God led them to look for the 

solution to their problems from uncommon source. At this 

point, let it be iterated that none of the blessing of God is 

common. The ray of the sun travels about 96 million miles 

before it finally hit our planet every day to give us the 

much-needed light. We do not even know the source of the 

uncommon breathe of life called oxygen but it had never 

been in a short supply among humanity. The uncommon 

source of the pressing need of the people of God was the 

presence of the Rock of Ages. “… and drank the same 

spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that 

accompanied them, and that rock was Christ.” (I 

Corinthians 10:4) We did not realize this truth until the 

New Testament became available to believers. Rock is not 

usually the source of fountain of water. It is a clear 

indication that God Almighty wanted to reveal a new things 

unto the Israelites. 
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Brethren let us consider the nature of rock. A rock could be 

a small sizable stone or a very gigantic mountain. Rock is 

generally hard and it is impossible for a farmer to cultivate 

it. No seed can be planted on a rock with expectation of 

harvest. Rock could be overwhelming in size and occupy a 

large portion of land. To a road constructor, a rock could be 

obstructing and at times, rock could not be bypassed. It will 

definitely create a serious headache for the construction 

company in terms of fund and labor to break down rock in 

order to construct the road on it. Some rocks are impassable 

and impenetrable. Some rock does not have cleft that is 

inhabitable to animals.  With all these in mind, God 

instructed Moses to speak to the rock and water will gush 

out of it to quench the thirst of the people of God. 

Obviously, from the point of view of man, it is unintelligent 

to speak to a rock, an inanimate object that was never 

known to respond to human speech. In addition to this, 

expectation that water will likely come out of rock was 

unimaginable because rock was never known to be a 

reservoir of natural water.  

 

Moses was never in doubt about the miracle of water 

gushing out from the rock according to the word of God, 

but at that moment anger that emanated from the obnoxious 

complaints of the people distracted his focus.  

 

God wanted to meet the needs of His people in a unique 

way in the sight of His people: Something wonderful, 

something marvelous that had never been done since the 

creation of the world. God wanted to establish a spiritual 

precedent in His relationship with His people. The 

Heavenly Father wanted to glorify Himself in the sight of 

the congregation. The mystery of spoken words that 
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brought about the creation of the universe was about to be 

extended to man. The Heavenly Father wanted to elevate 

the spiritual status of Moses in the sight of all the Israelites 

that was why He told Moses to speak to the rock. The 

power of prophesy that brought life into the dry bones in 

the Valley of Dry Bones was about to be released. The 

miracle that Jesus Christ did several thousands of years 

later when He spoke to the stinking and decaying body of 

Lazarus to come forth from the grave was about to be 

established in the Wilderness of Sin. The power of the 

word that sent demonic forces out of its victims at the 

commandment of Jesus Christ was about to be established. 

Moses did not get it because anger clouded his spiritual 

reasoning. Also, the people of God were not interested in 

‘how to fish,’ they were only interested in a ready-made, 

well-seasoned fresh baked fish.  

 

Several times God had taught the Israelites in divers of 

ways that man does not live by bread alone but they failed 

to get it. “He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then 

feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your fathers 

had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread 

alone but on every word that comes from the mouth of the 

Lord.” (Deuteronomy 8:3) Anyone that is living by the 

bread alone is settling for the crumbs, but anyone that lives 

on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord is 

living a maximum life in the abundant of blessing of God. 

There is limitation in living in the physical but there is no 

limitation in living in the spiritual revelation of the word of 

God. We need to live by the spoken promises of God when 

we pray for our healings. We need to tap into the promises 

of His favor as part of our daily living. We need to live for 

His help instead of relying on our limited strength. We 
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need to live by the leading of the Spirit instead of being led 

by the wisdom of man. Finally, we need to live by faith in 

order to tap into uncommon and unimaginable blessings of 

faithful God. Man may be limited but our Heavenly Father 

is unlimited.  

 

God wanted His people to live in the abundant of the 

blessing of the spoken word of God but Moses and the rest 

of the congregation of the Lord, were not ready for the 

spiritual elevation. Moses failed to execute the 

commandment of God according to His express directive. 

Consequently, he failed to raise the status of his faith by 

speaking to the rock to yield its super-abundant blessing of 

water unto the people of God. Moses knew the way of the 

Lord, he knew the power of God but he chose to limit 

himself to the past miracle of striking the rock with his rod. 

Instead of living in the God’s present revelation of 

speaking to the rock, he chose to live in his past glory of 

striking the rock.   

 

Certainly, the ways of the Lord is beyond human reasoning. 

The Creator who knows the point of control to all 

uncontrollable situation understood what He was about to 

do. God was expecting Moses to attain immutable faith by 

speaking to the rock in order to take the nation to a new 

level of His blessing. “For I am the Lord your God, who 

churns up the sea so that its waves roar--the Lord Almighty 

is his name. I have put my words in your mouth and 

covered you with the shadow of my hand—I who set the 

heavens in place, who laid the foundations of the earth, and 

who say to Zion, 'You are my people.” (Isaiah 51:15-16) 
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Let us digress for a little bit in order to pay attention to a 

point. Ask yourself, “Does a rock possess a hearing ear?” 

At the directive of God, all objects on the surface of the 

earth respond to divine utterance. In the book Ezekiel, 

chapter 37, God directed Prophet Ezekiel to speak to the 

dry bone in the valley of dry bones. “Again He said to me, 

"Prophesy to these bones, and say to them, 'O dry bones, 

hear the word of the Lord! Thus says the Lord God to these 

bones: "Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and 

you shall live. I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon 

you, cover you with skin and put breath in you; and you 

shall live. Then you shall know that I am the Lord." So I 

prophesied as I was commanded; and as I prophesied, 

there was a noise, and suddenly a rattling; and the bones 

came together, bone to bone. Indeed, as I looked, the 

sinews and the flesh came upon them, and the skin covered 

them over; but there was no breath in them. Also He said to 

me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say 

to the breath, 'Thus says the Lord God: "Come from the 

four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they 

may live." So I prophesied as He commanded me, and 

breath came into them, and they lived, and stood upon their 

feet, an exceedingly great army.” (Ezekiel 37:4-10) These 

dry bones heard the prophetic utterance from the prophet of 

God, bones began to locate bones and joined, and then 

sinew covered the bones. Again, God told Ezekiel to speak 

to the breath. The breath of life heard the prophetic 

utterance of the man of God and came from the four winds 

to breathe on the lifeless bodies in the valley and they lived. 

The lifeless dry-bones in the valley received prophetic 

transforming power of God and became a mighty army. As 

it has now established that every object responds to divine 

utterance, we know certainly that the rock would have 
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responded to the voice of the prophet of God and yield its 

abundant water to meet the need of the people of God. 
 

At times we always think that our services are only limited 

to humanity. Primarily, the presumption may be right 

because we think we are serving humanity that we can see 

physically. In fact, our services transcend the immediate 

physical realm we can see. It goes beyond the physical that 

we can behold. It is unto the Lord God Almighty.  

Unfortunately, in this particular scenario Moses was 

overwhelmed by the obnoxious conduct of his people. For 

the first time he was swayed by the selfish nature of the 

flesh by his contemptuous comment against the people of 

God. He was infuriated with the behaviors of the people 

and he became angry. The distraction of his overwhelming 

anger did not let Moses pay detailed attention to the 

instructions of God. Instead of speaking to the rock as God 

commanded him, he whacked it with the rod in his hands 

two times. In addition, he made an impolite comment to the 

people of God that he had been ordained to serve. He said, 

“Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water for you out of 

this rock?”  
 

Think of this, brethren, Moses did not remember to speak 

to the rock as God bade him but in anger, he remembered 

to speak contemptuously to the people in the presence of 

God. Moses knew what the Rock represented. He knew that 

the presence of God was at that very spot to bless His 

people. Yet he spoke disdainfully to the people of God.  
 

Today, it is no longer about Moses leading Israelites to the 

Promised Land.  It is about you, beloved of the Lord, 

serving diligently in the vineyard of the Lord.  Perhaps you 
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have been burning the midnight oil to prepare top-notch 

bible study or sermon in order to ensure that congregation 

receives spiritual nourishment. Perhaps you have engaged 

in night vigil prayer that the word of God may dwell richly 

in the life of the brethren. Perhaps you have given yourself 

to praying and fasting for the brethren for both their secular 

and spiritual advancement.  Instead of appreciation and 

commendation of the people you are serving faithfully, you 

get their condemnation as reward and the slanderous lashes 

of their tongues. Perhaps they dressed you down in the 

public in their resentment against you.  All the same, you 

still put all these behind you and you still reach out with an 

extended hand of fellowship to them in love but their 

attitude towards you was so repulsive. Perhaps you are 

trying to make peace with the aggrieved party as Abraham 

did to Lot, but instead, they are scheming for a war. If at 

this stage, frustration has now set in, “What will you do?” 

Our Heavenly Father does not expect you to eat your hat. 

He does not expect you to pay the wicked back with their 

old coins. Instead, He expects you to demonstrate that you 

are operating in the higher realm of understanding of the 

wisdom of God.  
 

The horrible experience may not occur in the household of 

faith. It may be your spouse or other close relative that you 

truly love failed to appreciate and understand you. Quitting 

the stage is definitely not the righteous option, but 

overcoming evil with good will brings glory to God. 

“Recompense to no man evil for evil. Be not overcome of 

evil, but overcome evil with good.” (Romans 12:17, 21) 

The scripture admonish us to, “Do all things without 

murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and 

harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
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crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as 

lights in the world.” (Philippians 2:14-15) Remember that 

some of the people that Jesus Christ healed and fed might 

have been in the crowd of the people shouting, “Crucify 

him!” Crucify him!” They beat Him, spat on Him and made 

jest of Him, but the response of our Lord was, “Father, 

forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

(Luke 23:34)  Perhaps you are thinking that only God 

incarnated Son of Man can do that. Stephen, a man like you 

and me, was at the verge of his death in the hands of his 

persecutors, soaked in his own blood that was dripping 

from his broken-skull; he knelt down and cried with a loud 

voice, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.” (Acts 7:60) 
 

Although, the water of Meribah gushed out from the rock 

for the Israelites after Moses struck the rock, but the 

expected glory of God did not accompany it. The Israelites 

drank of the fountain from the rock but not with the heart of 

praises. God never intended His blessing to come with 

sorrow for his people because the blessing of the Lord 

makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it. (Proverbs 

10:22) Moses never realized that the greater the spiritual 

office he occupied, the greater were the responsibilities and 

consciousness attached to it. The greater was the 

expectation of excellent services he rendered, because the 

greater will be the appreciation of the services by the 

Heavenly Father if they were rendered in humility, in 

righteousness and in holiness to the glory of God. Moses 

yielded once to the arms of flesh, he never recovered from 

it. 
 

No matter how great Moses was as a leader, he was not in 

any way comparable to God Almighty who ordained him 
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over Israelites. Although, Moses was said to be the meekest 

human being in his generation, but unfortunately he was 

overtaken in anger in that moment. Now the man Moses 

was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face 

of the earth. (Numbers 12:3) God caught Moses in this 

contemptuous act towards His people and He cut him to his 

limited size. “Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron," 

Because you did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the eyes of 

the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this 

assembly into the land which I have given them.” To whom 

much is given, much is expected. Moses knew the ways of 

the Lord, but Israelites only experienced His miracles. He 

made known His ways to Moses, His acts to the children of 

Israel. (Psalm 103:7) Moses should have understood from 

the wealth of the ways of the Lord that he knew that he was 

serving the Lord in the abundant of his services to the 

people of the Lord. As a result, he should have honored 

God in every aspect of his service. His failure to do this 

cost him the opportunity to lead people of God to the 

Promised Land. 

 

Principle 
 

The greatest attribute of a servant is his ability to listen to 

his master. If a servant fails to listen to his master, he will 

miss the fine-line of the master’s detailed instruction. If the 

fine-line of detailed instruction is left out, it will lead to a 

clog in the wheel of the smooth execution of master’s 

instruction. If the normal process is faulty it will reflected 

in the expected end-result. When the result does not justify 

the expectation, it will bring forth the wrath of the master. 

The Most High God did not spare Moses and Aaron when 

they failed to listen to His detailed instruction. As a result, 
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they missed the Promised Land. I pray that you will not 

miss your Promised Land, in Jesus name.  
 

You cannot render service unto the Lord in a contemptuous 

manner. As it is not dignified to serve a delicious food in a 

dirty plate, you cannot therefore step into the pulpit to 

address the people of God in sermon or lead in a praise 

worship service with anger or any unrighteousness in your 

mind. You cannot lead a congregation in prayer when you 

have an unsettled issue of sin in your heart. “Therefore if 

you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that 

your brother has something against you, leave your gift 

there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled 

to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” 

(Matthew 6:23-24) You have to operate in the vineyard of 

God with clean hands and pure heart. 
 

You cannot execute the good work of God in an 

unrighteous way. You cannot present the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ in a deceptive manner in order to swindle the people 

of God. “For we are not as many, which corrupt the word 

of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of 

God speak we in Christ.” (2 Corinthians 2:17) There are 

many trickster pastors these days that had work so hard to 

bring the message of God to people and after they had 

secured the confidence of the people as their pastor, now 

they descend so low as to defraud and defile the people of 

God spiritually and cheat them out of their livelihood. 

Many people have prophesied falsely to the congregation 

partly to gain cheap recognition among the people of God 

and to create unnecessary tension that can bring fear into 

the hearts of the people. 
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It is a fact that God said we should not come to His 

presence empty handed. “And none shall appear before Me 

empty-handed.” (Exodus 34:20) It is therefore righteous to 

bring our tithes and offerings before the table of the Lord 

but we must not rob Peter to pay Paul. You cannot 

therefore place the proceeds of stolen properties into an 

offering box and expect God to bless it. You cannot offer 

wages of defiled professions like prostitution or nudity, 

pornography before the throne of God and expect His 

blessing. You cannot bring the proceeds of shady deals, 

like drug operations, assassination and other evil set ups in 

to the house of the Lord.  
 

Obnoxious attitudes and provocative words of the Israelites 

set the tone for the contemptuous comments of Moses and 

Aaron. The same negative attitudes and contemptuous 

statement manifested in their service unto the Lord. The 

scripture warned, “But I say unto you, that every idle word 

that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the 

day of judgment.” (Matthew 12:36) The people that talk 

evil of a servant of God will give the stewardship account 

of their evil tongue on the judgment day because, God 

suffered no man to do them [anointed leaders] wrong: yea, 

he reproved kings for their sakes, saying, “Touch not mine 

anointed, and do my prophets no harm.” (I Chronicle 

16:21-22) The leaders that should have known better but 

behaved below expectation will also account for their 

reckless words and actions. The judgment of God upon 

Moses and Aaron should be a pointer to all right-thinking 

Christians. 
 

In the wilderness journey of your life, you may once again 

pass through the old road, I mean your own second chance. 
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Another opportunity may present itself to you so that you 

can behave yourself wisely and correct your ways. Do not 

behave obnoxiously like the Israelites at the Water of 

Meribah. Take time to pay attention to the directive of God 

at the crucial moment. Do not allow your wisdom to lead 

you; rather, let the wisdom of God direct your path. Do not 

allow anger to consume your heart like Moses and Aaron 

even if you are provoked. Serve humanity with love of God 

in your heart because by this you are directly serving God 

Almighty. Please note that whether good or bad, the reward 

of your service is certain. Set your heart on the profitable 

reward. Therefore, set your eyes on the enviable prize of 

glory 
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              Chapter 

The Bronze Snake 
 

The king of Arad, the Canaanite, who dwelt in the South, heard 
that Israel was coming on the road to Atharim, then he fought 
against Israel and took some of them prisoners. So Israel made a 
vow to the Lord, and said, "If You will indeed deliver this people 
into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities." And the Lord 
listened to the voice of Israel and delivered up the Canaanites, 
and they utterly destroyed them and their cities. So the name of 
that place was called Hormah.  
 

Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, 
to go around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people 
became very discouraged on the way. And the people spoke 
against God and against Moses: "Why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread." So the Lord 
sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; 
and many of the people of Israel died. Therefore the people 
came to Moses, and said, "We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He take 
away the serpents from us." So Moses prayed for the people. 
Then the Lord said to Moses, "Make a fiery serpent, and set it on 
a pole; and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks 
at it, shall live." So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a 
pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he 
looked at the bronze serpent, he lived. (Numbers 21:1-9) 

 

The Canaanites did not seem to be cringing in fear like 

other nations that Israelites have conquered. On the other 

hand, it could be the combination of fear and other military 

logistic that made the Canaanites launched a preemptive 

attack against Israel. The Canaanites came out to fight 

Israel. Their strategy paid off. The people of God 

experienced a temporary defeat and some of them were 

9 
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taken as prisoners. The Israelites retreated in order to 

regroup. The regrouping does not means they withdrew 

from the battlefield in order to fight with better weapon. It 

was not that the Israelites were presenting their best 

warriors to face the Canaanites. Their regrouping included 

going back to the basics. It included turning to God in the 

anguish of their hearts to seek the face of the Lord for His 

help. In so doing, it means they put God forward as their 

arrowhead attack against the enemy. In the process of their 

supplication unto the Lord, they made a vow, “If You will 

indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly 

destroy their cities.” (Numbers 21:2) The Canaanites were 

one of the nations that had been slated for destruction. 

Israel had to overcome them before they could occupy their 

land. In His faithfulness, the Lord listened to the 

supplications of Israel and delivered up the Canaanites in 

defeat in to their hands, because our Heavenly Father is a 

covenant-keeping God. The Israelites in turn fulfilled their 

vow, and they utterly destroyed the Canaanites and their 

cities.   

 

The people of God rejoiced and relished a sweet victory 

over the Canaanites after their supplication unto the Lord. It 

was expected that they might continue in that cordial state 

of mind with the Lord as they continued their journey in the 

wilderness. But unfortunately their joy was short-lived and 

suddenly they resorted to their old ways of ingratitude life. 

The god of their stomach was demanding again. Again, 

they began their complaint and murmuring. The people 

spoke against God and Moses; “Why have you brought us 

up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no 

food and no water and our soul loathes this worthless 

bread.”   
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Up to this moment in the journey, the presence of God was 

with them. God had been so merciful to them. He has been 

watching over them and faithfully meeting their needs. In 

the wilderness journey, they could not sow, but God made 

available precious food called ‘manna’ for them. The 

description of it was like white coriander seed, and the 

taste of it was like wafers made with honey. (Exodus 16:31)  

This was the divine abundant food that God provided His 

people to feed them and nurture them for forty years.  The 

children of Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to 

an inhabited land; they ate manna until they came to the 

border of the land of Canaan. (Exodus 16:35) The food did 

not make them sick. The food was so tasty and delicious. It 

could be prepared in various ways. It was a symbol of 

faithfulness of God among His people because for the forty 

years of their sojourn in the wilderness, the food was never 

in short supply. Every day, the abundant provision of the 

Heavenly King was always available. Yet the children of 

Israelites did not appreciate God’s kindness. God had great 

plans for the Israelites but they did not appreciate the plans 

of God. “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 

says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you 

a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11) God was taking 

them from the land-of-not-enough in Egypt to the land-of-

more-than-enough in the Promised Land, the land that is 

flowing with milk and honey. Their faithlessness and 

obnoxious attitudes have been their bane. Up to this 

moment in the journey, the new generation of Israelites has 

not learned their lessons.   

 

In this scenario, God gave them victory over the Canaanites 

but the people did not appreciate God’s help. God provided 

manna for them they described it as worthless food. These 
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two divine interventions could be described as life and 

sustenance. Yet the Israelites did not appreciate them. Then 

God sent fiery serpent to them. The venom of serpent was 

excruciatingly painful and at the same time led some of 

them to death. This judgment was a message to the 

ingratitude household of Israel that if they did not 

appreciate life and sustenance thereof, let them try 

excruciating pain and death. God infested their camps with 

serpents that inflicted pain and death upon the Israelites. 

Their response was instantaneous. The Israelites could not 

bear the judgment of God that manifest in snakebite. 

Perhaps in tears they came to Moses in repentance, “We 

have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and 

against you; pray to the Lord that He take away the 

serpents from us.” (Numbers 21:7) As expected of Moses, 

he made supplication unto the Lord. The mercy of God 

prevailed. However, He did not take away the serpent but 

He provided a cure. He told Moses to make a fiery serpent 

of bronze and hang it on the pole with an instruction that if 

the fiery serpent bit anyone and if he can fix his/her gaze on 

the bronze snake on the pole, the person will live and not 

die.  

 

Today, the logo of all health care institutions in the world is 

a snake on the pole. This is reminding the entire world that 

as the people of God trusted the efficacy of healing when 

they look at the bronze snake on the pole, if they believe in 

the available medical service the hospital can provide, they 

will receive the resultant dynamic cure it can provide. The 

logo in the hospital is only meant to persuade people to tap 

into available medical services that the hospital is providing 

the community.  Hospital does not provide healing of 

diseases, the power of healing is exclusively reserved in the 
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hands of God that healeth us. “…I am the LORD that 

healeth thee.” (Exodus 15:26) 

 

Perhaps a little analysis will help us to understand the 

solution that God had provided. A bronze image of serpent 

could not be easily made. First, the bronze element will be 

heated in a hot flame until it will become soft and bendable. 

The smith will shape the hot bronze into a serpent shape. It 

will be allowed to cool down before it could be mounted 

upon the pole. The interpretation of this is that:  

 

1. The willingness and submission of the bronze to 

be melted in hot fire and shaped into the desired 

image of serpent in the hand of the smith typifies 

the humble submission and sacrificial death of our 

Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary. 
 

2. As the Israelites looked unto the bronze serpent 

on the pole for their healing and salvation, the 

same way we must look unto Jesus Christ the 

author and finisher of our faith Who was crucified 

for our salvation. “Looking unto Jesus the author 

and finisher of our faith…” (Hebrews 12:2) He 

bore the weight and penalty of our sins and 

sicknesses. 
 

3. The beauty and perfection from the refiner’s fire 

is the blamelessness and holiness of the Lord. The 

simplicity of the harmless bronze serpent hung on 

a pole for the sinful world to behold yet depicting 

spiritual power of salvation is exhibiting the non-

violence and marvelous grace of the Lord who 

paid all the price for our sin and sicknesses. 

(Isaiah 53:2-5)  
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In the journey of our life, we need to obey the 

commandments of God and have faith in His anointed 

words. We need to live each day of our lives in the wealth 

of the wisdom of the word of God. We have to live 

faithfully according to the detailed letters of the word. 

Lastly if the Israelites have to exercise patience until the 

bronze element passed through hot fire, was shaped to the 

serpent image, cooled down, before it was finally mounted 

on the pole, people looked upon it and be saved, we have to 

exercise righteous patience in every steps of our Christian 

life’s journey. 

 

This also is the principle of our salvation. Satan is the 

originator of every sin that man has committed on the 

surface of the earth. He began his evil scheme against 

humanity in his unsolicited visit to the Garden of Eden 

where through his deception the first couple (Adam and 

Eve) was sent packing from the beautiful Garden. All the 

atrocities of humanity can be traced to Satan. All 

disobedience can be linked to the wicked ingenuity of 

Satan. All deceptions that lead to cheating, fraud, wrongful 

and inordinate ambitions originated from Satan. Satan is 

the evil spiritual force behind every crime, murder, envy 

and all despicable act of wickedness. Satanic instrument of 

sinfulness is behind every divorce in a family in order to 

subject the innocent fruits of their union into unbearable 

pain of ruptured relationship. Perhaps it started with small 

lie and graduated into explosion of grievance that the 

couple could no longer resolve their differences amicably.  

Another name for the evil devices is work of the flesh. All 

the evil devices of Satan are summarized in Galatians 5:20-

21: Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, 
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sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 

selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, 

drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 

beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those 

who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.  

 

Regardless of the embodiment of evil that Satan represents, 

the evil spirit is not in jail right now. In fact, it is let lose, 

still roaming about the earth to and fro.  “And the Lord said 

to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered 

the Lord and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, 

and from walking back and forth on it." (Job 1:7) God did 

not remove Satan; He did not arrest him because its 

appointed time of judgment is yet to come. Nevertheless 

the Heavenly Father provided hope and cure through our 

salvation. If we can renounce the evil ways and turn away 

from all wickedness, ignore the pain and affliction that sin 

has brought unto us, sincerely repent and focus our 

attention unto Jesus Christ in terms of obeying His 

commandments, following His precepts and doing His 

blessed will, we shall receive the gift of salvation through 

grace.  “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so 

great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 

and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, 

the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that 

was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

Hebrew 12:1-2) “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life.” (John 3:14-15) 
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In the wilderness journey, do not expect a bed of roses. 

Take whatever comes your way with pleasant gratitude. 

God ordered the steps of the righteous. The eyes of the 

Lord are upon the righteous. “The steps of a good man are 

ordered by the Lord, and He delights in his way.” (Psalm 

37:23)  "For His eyes are on the ways of man, and He sees 

all his steps. (Job 34:21) If God of Heaven ordered your 

steps and He is watching over you in the wilderness 

journey of your life, you will be doing yourself a great 

favor by taking each moment of the journey pleasantly with 

a positive attitude. In fact, Jesus Christ did not leave the 

Christian in darkness about the tumultuous Christian 

journey. He said, “These things I have spoken to you, that 

in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have 

tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the 

world." (John 16:33) Christ did not promise us sunshine, 

He did not say it will not rain but certainly, He promised us 

a heart of praises because He has overcome the world. 
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              Chapter 

Balaam: the 

Curse Mercenary 

 
And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and 
went with the princes of Moab. And God's anger was kindled 
because he went: and the angel of the LORD stood in the way 
for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, 
and his two servants were with him. And the ass saw the angel of 
the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: 
and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: 
and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way. But the 
angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being 
on this side, and a wall on that side. And when the ass saw the 
angel of the LORD, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed 
Balaam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again. And the 
angel of the LORD went further, and stood in a narrow place, 
where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left. 
And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she fell down 
under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote 
the ass with a staff. And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, 
and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou 
hast smitten me these three times? And Balaam said unto the 
ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a sword 
in mine hand, for now would I kill thee. And the ass said unto 
Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever 
since I was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto 
thee? And he said, Nay.  
 

Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the 
angel of the LORD standing in the way, and his sword drawn in 
his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face. 
And the angel of the LORD said unto him, Wherefore hast thou 
smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to 
withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me: And the 
ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she 

10

9 
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had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved 
her alive. And Balaam said unto the angel of the LORD, I have 
sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: 
now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again. And 
the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but 
only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. 
So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. (Numbers 22:21-35) 

 

Looking at the activities of Balaam from a different 

direction revealed the way Our Heavenly Father held the 

third party enemy at bay so that he will not be able to inflict 

wickedness against His children.  

 

The Moabites were descendants of Lot, the cousin of 

Abraham. So many generations have passed by, and the 

history of their relationship with Abraham their ancestor 

had been forgotten. The Moabites now saw Israelites as 

their enemies. After the Israelites had the sweet victory 

over Sihon, king of Amorites and Og, king of Bashan the 

close neighbors of Moabites, the hearts of the Moabites 

melted. They became afraid and anticipated defeat from the 

advancing host of the Lord’s people. They were no longer 

at peace with themselves because they know they were the 

next in the list of nations to be conquered. It was like King 

Balak, the king of Moabites had vowed that Israelites 

would not take his nation easily without a fight.  

 

There are many strategies to wage war. In the modern day 

battle, there are strategies like guerrilla warfare where  

intermittent sudden attack were launched against the enemy 

target with devastating blow until the opponent is 

weakened and surrendered. In our days, we talk about 

weapon of mass destruction like nuclear weapon. We talk 

about biological warfare—a disease causing weapon of 

war—that could be launched through a capsule of warhead 
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into the enemy territory. In addition to this, there are 

conventional warfare that involves the soldiers, navy and 

air force that have been trained to use catalogues of 

sophisticated war gadgets. It is in the conventional warfare 

that some of the warring nations employ the services of 

mercenaries—war experts—to fight alongside the nation 

for a chunk pay packet.   

 

During the ancient time, most of the warring nations faced 

each other in a fight to finish battle until the weaker side 

surrendered. One of the smartest war techniques then was 

to mount an ambush and patiently wait for the other nation 

to walk into the snare. King Balak an idolatry king did 

something unusual. He sent the elders of Moabites and 

Midianites to Balaam to seek his service as a spiritual 

mercenary to fight Israelites the people of God.  

 

Whenever an employer wants to employ someone for a job, 

the human resources of the organization looks for a skillful 

person for the position. The person must possess the 

required ability, have a befitting personality, and an asset to 

the company. King Balak knew exactly what he was 

looking for. He wanted to employ Balaam because of his 

divination skill. “For I know that those you bless are bless 

and those you curse are cursed.” (Numbers 22:6) He 

sought Balaam son of Beor as a spiritual hit man to curse 

the Israelites for a large chunk of material wealth. 

 

Let us consider the profile of Balaam. If we are of the 

opinion that he was a prophet, please wait for a while. The 

character he exhibited will determine whether he was a 

prophet of God or not. “By their fruit we shall know them.” 

(Matthew 7:16-20)  Balaam was not ready to evoke curse 
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upon Israelites against the commandment of God. “Even if 

Balak gave me his palace filled with silver and gold, I 

could not do anything great or small to go beyond the 

command of the Lord my God. (Numbers 22:18) Balaam 

would not do anything until he sought the face of God.  

“Spent the night here, Balaam said to them, “and I will 

bring you back the answer the Lord gives me.” (Numbers 

22:8) That sounded righteous! Although God had 

categorically told Balaam not go with the first emissary, 

“Do not go with them. You must not put a curse on those 

people because they are blessed,” when the second 

delegate came with the order of King Balak with handsome 

reward, he still entertained them.  “Now stay here tonight 

as the others did, and I will find out what else the Lord will 

tell me.” (Numbers 22:19)  That sounded greedy and 

outrageous! What else did Balaam wanted to hear from 

God? The mind of integrity of God is always one. “My 

sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 

me.” (John 10:27) Because of the hidden greedy intentions 

of Balaam, he wanted to hear something else from God and 

then he got the permissive will of God with a clause. God 

told him to go with them, but do only what I tell you. A 

permissive will of God is indicative that Balaam was on his 

own.  

 

The common phrases like, ‘the spirit of Lord was upon 

me,’ ‘the hand of the Lord was upon me,’ were not 

prominent in the ministry of Balaam. Instead Balaam was 

known with ‘oracle’ and ‘take parable’ before he 

prophesied. In addition, a servant of God that forsake 

primary character of righteousness and was hired by 

idolatry king to use his anointing to curse the people of 

God for material gain does not fit in to the description of a 
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prophet of the Living God. Only sorcerer would not mind 

to do that type of dirty job against the people of God. In 

short, Balaam compromised his anointing because of 

material gains. He was caught in between doing the will of 

God and falling in love with the greediness of material 

wealth. He was supposed to be a priest of God but chose to 

be ruled by the spirit of greediness. God is sovereign; He 

can turn a murderer to a useful instrument for righteousness 

purposes. Although Balaam was a sorcerer and under the 

influence of the power of flesh but he was still subject to 

the mighty power of God.  
 

An adage says, partial obedience is equal to total 

disobedience. In the same manner, partial service of the 

servant of God is tantamount to total rebellion against his 

calling. Not all the so called servants of God knew the Lord 

and honor His laws. Just like King Cyrus who was an 

idolater king of Babylon, he was a servant of God because 

God used him to accomplish His purposes of delivering 

Israelites from their captivity. Balaam in this scenario did 

not qualify as a good servant of God. If he had the calling 

of God at the beginning of his ministry, obviously he 

backslid and became a byword and a lesson to the New 

Testament believers that we should work out our salvation 

with fear and trembling and hold on to that which we 

believe to the end lest anyone take away our crowns. 

 

God spoke through Prophet Isaiah, “For my thoughts are 

not your thoughts neither are your ways my ways, ‘declares 

he Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 

my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.” (Isaiah 54:8-9) The bottom line is that God can 

use anyone He pleases to accomplish His purposes. But 

certainly there is no one that God is using that He cannot 
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manage. “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord; he 

directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.” 

(Proverbs 21:1) 

 

Why did God not take for granted the intended contract of 

Balaam? Death and life is in the power of tongue. Curse is 

the antonym of blessing. Obviously, everybody knows that 

curse is evil and blessing is good. Curse and blessing are 

products of deep emotional mind of the body, soul and 

spirit of man that is launched out through the missile of the 

tongue. It is a deep fervent desire of man that is launched 

out in the utterances of man in form of blessing or curse. In 

addition, blessing or curse is the type of pronouncement 

that is capable of altering the course of nature to the 

advantage or disadvantage of man. The blessing of the 

angel that wrestled with Jacob altered his life from 

Supplanter to Israel the Prince. “Thy name shall be called 

no more Jacob but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power 

with God and with men, and hast prevailed. (Genesis 

32:28) The curse of Noah altered the life of the generation 

of Canaan. “Cursed be Canaan: a servant of servants shall 

he be unto his brethren.” (Genesis 9:25) Once a curse or 

blessing is released, it becomes part of the invisible 

spiritual programming that manifest physically through 

natural occurrences. All the curses mentioned in the Bible 

descended upon the intended ungodly generations with 

devastating consequences. Only the intervention of God 

can prevent the destruction of a curse. Conversely, all the 

prayers of the righteous received divine approval of God 

and manifested according to the purposeful intention of the 

one who rendered the prayer. God Almighty who created 

the entire universe with the word of His mouth knew the 

effectiveness of the power of tongue that He gave to 
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Balaam. God was so concerned about the efficacy of the 

divination of Balaam that He personally intervened in order 

that he will not render havoc against Israel. God did not 

need to take away the power from Balaam but He 

controlled his heart to yield to divine instructions of the 

Heavenly King. (Proverbs 21:1) 

 

Let us digress a bit. The utterance of our mouth is a 

powerful weapon. The earlier we know this fact and the 

way we use it to our own advantage the better for us. No 

wonder the scripture admonished to pray always. “Pray 

without ceasing.” (I Thessalonians 5:17) “Praying always 

with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 

thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all 

saints.” (Ephesians 6:18) When the believers seek the face 

of God in prayer, we are subduing the world of sin by 

pleading for the mercy of God. We are smoothing our 

crooked lives by realigning self in the precept of the word 

of God. We are reordering the general course of lives in our 

community and nations both natural and spiritual in 

accordance to our desires when we fervently intercede in 

faith. Our Merciful God who considers us as His laborers in 

His vineyard will honor our prayers and grant our requests. 

Therefore, in the wilderness journey of your life do not 

underrate the power of tongue and always endeavor to use 

it favorably to the advantage of humanity. 

 

Back to Balaam the spiritual hired killer. God told him not 

to go with the delegates of Balak but the greedy and selfish 

will of flesh prevailed. Balaam mounted his donkey and 

followed the delegates of Balak. The Balaam’s donkey 

became significant in the greedy quest of Balaam. It was 

also a message for anyone who can reason. The donkey 
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was the popular means of transportation during this age. 

The donkey of Balaam was not only a means of 

transportation but also an eye opener for children of God.  

 

In order that Balaam could answer the summon of Balak, 

and before he could attempt to launch the deadly attack of 

curse upon the children of God he rode a donkey to the 

location. On his way, the Angel of God tried to alert 

Balaam and hint him through his donkey that God was 

interested in his journey. As Balaam was journey on, his 

donkey stopped and turned side way. Balaam beat the 

donkey in an attempt to urge the animal to move on. When 

God was dealing with the donkey—Balaam’s means of 

transportation—he did not realize that it was the hand of 

God. By divine enablement, the Lord gave the ass an 

utterance and spoke to Balaam in the language of man that 

Angel of God hindered it. “What have I done unto thee, 

that thou hast smitten me these three times?  Am not I thine 

ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine 

unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee?” God 

used the foolish things to confound the wise. In this case, 

the animal was given an utterance to correct the madness of 

Balaam. If God wanted to kill Balaam He would have done 

so. “They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, 

following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the 

wages of unrighteousness; but he was rebuked for his 

iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man's voice 

restrained the madness of the prophet. (II Peter: 2:15-16)  

 

The eyes of the prophet became opened and he repented of 

his actions and submitted totally to God. “And Balaam said 

to the Angel of the Lord, ‘I have sinned, for I did not know 

you stood in the way against me. Now therefore, if it 
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displeases You, I will turn back.’ Then the Angel of the 

Lord said to Balaam, “Go with the men, but only the word 

that I speak to you, that you shall speak.” (Numbers 22:34-

35)  

 

Brethren, have you ever found yourself in between the will 

of God and your self-interest? Has your personal interest in 

conflict with godly interest in your ministry? Think, which 

one out of the two eventually prevailed? The lesson here is 

that an elect of God may be unwittingly employed as a 

weapon in the hand of enemy against the interest of God if 

the elect is not spiritually vigilant.  

 

God was in control of every situation. As God was dealing 

with this third party enemy, the spiritual mercenary of 

Balak, Israelites were not aware of the ongoing spiritual 

war of Balak. Our Heavenly Father has promised that the 

rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the 

righteous…” (Psalm 125:3) “The Lord will not allow the 

righteous soul to famish but He casts away the desire of the 

wicked.” (Proverbs 10:3) In all the five oracles that Balaam 

invoked he could not curse the Israelites the people of God 

because the power of God had put Balaam under control. In 

obedience, he inclined towards the interest of God. Instead 

of cursing, he was blessing the Israelites in his oracular 

divinations. Balaam said to Balak, “God is not a man, that 

He should lie, nor a son of man, that He should repent. Has 

He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will 

He not make it good? Behold, I have received a command 

to bless; He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it. "He has 

not observed iniquity in Jacob, nor has He seen wickedness 

in Israel. The Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a 

King is among them. God brings them out of Egypt; He has 

strength like a wild ox. "For there is no sorcery against 
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Jacob, nor any divination against Israel. It now must be 

said of Jacob and of Israel, 'Oh, what God has done!” 

(Numbers 23:19-23) At last, he pointed the deadly spiritual 

arrow of curse against the enemies of Israelites and 

prophesied destruction against them one by one. In the 

wilderness journey of your life, always endeavor to discern 

where the interest of God is leaning towards and in 

obedience, be bold to follow His righteous direction.  

 

Perhaps you are wondering about the outcome of the evil 

contract of Balaam with Balak to inflict spiritual attack 

against Israelites. All kinds of enemy have different kinds 

of means of transportation. Some enemies walk, ride in a 

car or use any of the modern day’s means of transportation 

with evil intentions. The witches and wizards can cover 

considerable long distant journey within few minutes with 

their diabolical means of transportation. The good news is 

that God can hinder whatever means of transportation of 

our enemies. God can incapacitate the means of 

transportation of our enemies. God frustrated the evil 

schemes of Israel’s enemies. Balaam came all the way from 

his home to the palace of the King Balak with nothing, and 

he left with absolutely nothing. When God who knew the 

end from the beginning told him not to go, his greedy flesh 

compelled him to do otherwise. He sought an occasion for 

the permissive will of God. He got it but to his own 

detriment. All the five oracular divinations of Balaam 

failed to inflict the evil desires of king Balak against the 

Israelites.  

 

Balaam yielded to the instruction of God. He did not curse 

Israel. Nevertheless, his second oracle gave a hint of the 

line of attack that Balak could employ against the Israelites. 
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“Behold, I have received a command to bless; He has 

blessed, and I cannot reverse it. He has not observed 

iniquity in Jacob, nor has He seen wickedness in Israel.” 

(Numbers 23:20-21) In this oracle, Balaam said that he was 

responding to the instruction of God to bless the Israelites 

and there was no way he could reverse it because God has 

not observed iniquity among the children of Jacob and had 

not seen wickedness among the Israelites. With this 

statement, Balaam unwittingly counseled Balak in his 

oracle that only sin, that is, transgression against the law of 

God, can bring judgment upon the Israelites.   

While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to 
indulge in sexual immorality with Moabite. So Israel joined 
in worshiping the Baal of Peor. And the Lord's anger 
burned against them. The Lord said to Moses, "Take all 
the leaders of these people, kill them and expose them in 
broad daylight before the Lord, so that the Lord's fierce 
anger may turn away from Israel." So Moses said to 
Israel's judges, "Each of you must put to death those of 
your men who have joined in worshiping the Baal of 
Peor." Then an Israelite man brought to his family a 
Midianite woman right before the eyes of Moses and the 
whole assembly of Israel while they were weeping at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting. When Phinehas son of 
Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw this, he left the 
assembly, took a spear in his hand and followed the 
Israelite into the tent. He drove the spear through both of 
them--through the Israelite and into the woman's body. 
Then the plague against the Israelites was stopped; but 
those who died in the plague numbered 24,000. The Lord 
said to Moses, "Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away from the 
Israelites; for he was as zealous as I am for my honor 
among them, so that in my zeal I did not put an end to 
them. Therefore tell him I am making my covenant of 
peace with him. He and his descendants will have a 
covenant of a lasting priesthood, because he was zealous 
for the honor of his God and made atonement for the 
Israelites."  (Numbers 25:1-13) 
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King Balak made use of the useful information in the oracle 

of Balaam. He released the young Moabites girls to the 

garrison of Israel to entice and lure them into sexual 

immorality and persuaded them to participate in the 

worship idol Baal of Peor. Popular parlance says, “There is 

only one step between life and death.” The Israelites took 

the unfortunate bait that led to their destruction. They were 

ensnared in the alluring temptation of the Moabites and 

Midianites women.  “Now Israel remained in Acacia 

Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry with the 

women of Moab. They invited the people to the sacrifices of 

their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their 

gods. So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and the anger of 

the Lord was aroused against Israel.” (Numbers 25:1-3) 

By this act, Israelites defiled themselves and broke the law 

of God—the Ten Commandments. They bowed down to 

worship another god and they committed adultery. The 

judgment of God descended on them heavily. About 24,000 

Israelites died in a deadly plague.  
 

In the midst of the disaster, right before the eyes of Moses, 

while the elders of Israelites were weeping before God at 

the entrance of the Tent of Meeting that he might stop the 

plague the people continued in the evil. An Israelites man 

brought a Midianite woman called Cozby to his tent for 

harlotry defilement. Then, Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son 

of Aaron the priest rose to occasion. He followed the 

Israelite and drove his spear through both of them. And the 

plague stopped forthwith. 

 

When we consider the spiritual problems of the Israelites in 

this matter critically, we can trace it to the self-centeredness 

and inordinate ambitions of Balaam. If Balaam did not 

compromise his calling as a servant of God and yield to the 
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alluring persuasion of Balak, perhaps Balak would not have 

understood that the only way to cause Israelites to fall 

under the judgment of God was to lure them to partake in 

sinful activities. Balak did not understand the reason that 

Balaam could not curse Israelites was that there is no cause 

for his curse to alight upon the people of God. Up to that 

moment in question, He [the Lord] has not observed 

iniquity in Jacob, nor has He seen wickedness in Israel. 

(Numbers 23:21) The word of God confirmed the principle, 

“Like a sparrow in its flitting, like a swallow in its flying, 

so a curse without cause does not alight.” (Proverbs 26:2) 

 

In the New Testament the believers were told,  “Be ye not 

unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what 

fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and 

what communion hath light with darkness? And what 

concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that 

believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the 

temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living 

God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in 

them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 

Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, 

saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 

receive you. (II Corinthians 6:14-17) 

 

We need to ask ourselves a pertinent question, “What 

should motivate a Christian to follow a certain course of 

action? Among other things, the blessed will of God 

suppose to be our guidelines. Romans 12:2 admonished us 

and warns, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may 

prove what the will of God is, that which is good and 

acceptable and perfect.”  You will notice in this episode 
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that Balaam did not curse the Israelites but the unsolicited 

information he offered unwittingly in his oracle gave Balak 

a hint on how he could hatch up their downfall.  It is 

impossible but that offences will come: but woe unto him, 

through whom they come! It were better for him that a 

millstone were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the 

sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. Luke 

17:1-2) Proverbs 18:21 tells us that, “Death and life are in 

the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the 

fruit thereof.” Having known this, righteousness should be 

the watchword as the important things that should motivate 

us in any course of action we take. Do we use our mouth 

righteously to the advantage of others and for the glory of 

God? Is the counsel of our mouth building other people up 

or tearing them down? Even if our actions are lawful, are 

they expedient? Are they edifying? Does it bring forth 

glory to Almighty God? “All things are lawful for me, but 

all things are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, 

but all things edify not.” (I Corinthians 10:23)  We must 

realize that our interest and our utmost desires and the way 

we pursue those ambitions have a direct domino effects 

upon the lives of others. That is why we must measure our 

activities in the scale of righteousness of God and ensure 

that our actions are in complete compliance with the word 

of God.   

 

In our generation today, HIV AIDS and other sexual 

transmitted disease should not be the only yardstick to 

measure the deadliness of the sin of adultery. Whosoever 

engages in adultery or any sexual immorality as hobby or 

business is inviting deadly plague unto himself and his 

community. The sin of idolatry is a despicable abomination 

in the sight of God. Every abomination carries its own 
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judgment. Once this sin is committed, its judgment is 

triggered off. God did not spare His own people when they 

descended so low into the sins of idolatry and adultery. 

They paid dearly for their wickedness. God could go any 

length to prevent the deadly arrow of the curse of Balaam 

the hired killer. But when a child of God dips his hands into 

abominable sins, he is on his own. The protective shield of 

Almighty God is lifted off from him. The sinful person 

defiled himself and sentenced himself to the consequence 

of his sinful choice. In the wilderness journey of your life, 

stay clear from the life style of sinfulness. Please note that 

an unfortunate choice in the heart of man to commit sin can 

render horrendous havoc unto humanity more than the 

curse of a spiritual mercenary.  
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              Chapter 
Mysteries on Mount Gerizim 

and Mount Ebal 

 
"Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse: the 
blessing, if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God 
which I command you today; and the curse, if you do not obey 
the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the 
way which I command you today, to go after other gods which 
you have not known. Now it shall be, when the Lord your God 
has brought you into the land which you go to possess, that you 
shall put the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount 
Ebal. (Deuteronomy 11:26-29) 
 

And Moses commanded the people on the same day, saying, 
"These shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the people, when 
you have crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin; and these shall stand on Mount 
Ebal to curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali. 
“And the Levites shall speak with a loud voice and say to all the 
men of Israel: 'Cursed is the one who makes a carved or molded 
image, an abomination to the Lord, the work of the hands of the 
craftsman, and sets it up in secret. 'And all the people shall 
answer and say, 'Amen!' 'Cursed is the one who treats his father 
or his mother with contempt.' And all the people shall say, 
'Amen!' 'Cursed is the one who moves his neighbor's landmark. 
'And all the people shall say, 'Amen!' 'Cursed is the one who 
makes the blind to wander off the road. And all the people shall 
say, 'Amen!' 'Cursed is the one who perverts the justice due the 
stranger, the fatherless, and widow. 'And all the people shall say, 
'Amen!' 'Cursed is the one who lies with his father's wife, 
because he has uncovered his father's bed. 'And all the people 
shall say, 'Amen!' 'Cursed is the one who lies with any kind of 
animal. 'And all the people shall say, 'Amen!' 'Cursed is the one 
who lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter 
of his mother. 'And all the people shall say, 'Amen!'  'Cursed is 

11 
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the one who lies with his mother-in-law. 'And all the people shall 
say, 'Amen!'  'Cursed is the one who attacks his neighbor 
secretly. 'And all the people shall say, 'Amen!'  'Cursed is the one 
who takes a bribe to slay an innocent person. 'And all the people 
shall say, 'Amen!'  'Cursed is the one who does not confirm all 
the words of this law. 'And all the people shall say, 'Amen!' 
(Deuteronomy 27:11-26) 
 

The stage was set. The Israelites—the people of God was 

about to enter into the Promised Land. The land that flows 

with milk and honey was certain but a choice out of the two 

options before them will determine their destiny. God 

commanded that a man each from the twelve tribes of 

Israelites should be chosen. Six out of the twelve were to 

stand on Mount Gerizim and other six on Mount Ebal. And 

the rest of the entire congregations of Israelites were 

standing in the valley between the two mountains. The 

chosen six on mount Gerizim would prophesy blessing 

upon the people of God for the performance of righteous 

commandment of God, and the people in the valley would 

echo ‘Amen,’ in agreement to the blessing. In the same 

manner, the other chosen six on Mount Ebal would 

prophesy curse upon the people of God who will dare dip 

their hands into the abominable acts of unrighteousness, 

and the people in the valley would echo in unison, ‘Amen,’ 

in agreement to consequences of the act. 

 

The ‘Amen’ at the end of each blessing and curse is a joint 

assent to the detailed terms of blessing or curse so spoken 

to the people. Before any law is enacted in a presidential 

system of government in any nation, it will go through 

many stages of debates in House of Representative and in 

the House of Senate. Each member of the two houses 

represents a community of people and whatever they say or 
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do in the house is binding on the community. During the 

debate, the individual members of both the houses will be 

presented an opportunity to defend the interest of their 

constituencies in a hot and intensive debate relating to the 

bill. The members of the two houses will finally cast their 

votes, either in favor or against the issue before them. If the 

bill was passed by both the lower and upper houses, it will 

finally be presented to the president for his consideration. 

The president on the other hand may either append his 

signature to sign the bill into law or he may veto it. 

 

Before the advent of signature or fingerprint on contractual 

documents, during the theocratic government of God that 

placed Moses as the ordained leader of the people of God, 

the shouting of ‘Amen’ in unison among the Israelites 

served the same purpose as resounding agreement. It was 

the authorized signature of the people of God that they 

agreed to the terms and accompany blessings and 

consequences of what was read to them. The scripture 

revealed that “Amen” is the language of heaven and it 

means, “so shall it be.” We all know that violation of the 

laws of a nation will attract its punitive measure, which 

may include imprisonment or a fine. However, 

transgression against the law of God upon Israelites as 

enumerated above would attract the judgment or curse from 

God upon the offender. The penalty was much more severe 

because it was considered an affront unto God and His 

commandment. The scripture says, "It is a fearful thing to 

fall into the hands of the living God" (Hebrews 10:31) 

 

Why did the twelve curses come along with the twenty-one 

blessings of God at this crossroad of the Israelites after 

their forty years journey in the wilderness? Curse is the 
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express spiritual judgment of God upon the disobedience. 

Curses manifest in various devastating calamities upon the 

wicked. It may include disasters like wars, slavery, defeat, 

famine, plagues, diseases both physical and spiritual 

destructions among the disobedient people. Blessing, on the 

other hand, is the express spiritual commendation of God 

upon the obedience. Blessings of God manifest both 

physically and spiritually in different kinds of favorable 

blessings, which may include, good health, material 

blessing, financial blessings, victory and divine protection 

of Almighty God, etc upon the righteous. When God 

commands His people, the blessing relating to the 

instruction is attached to the obedience of the 

commandment. We all know that curse is a reward of a 

wicked choice, and blessing is a reward of a righteous 

choice. One choice closes the door to the other choice and 

locks you into the blessings or consequences of the choice 

you made.   

 

The situation here was like the reminiscence of Eden, the 

nation of Adam and Eve in the way God was preparing the 

Israelites for the Promised Land. God is not a man to use 

scare tactics to force Israel in line or set them up on a 

slippery slope. His sincere intention was to fulfill His 

covenant of taking Israel to the Promise Land. He is sure 

about His abiding presence and blessing. But He also 

desired that at least, Israel will play their own roles to 

ensure that they were worthy of the blessing of God in 

terms of living a life of holiness and righteousness.  

It is the desire of the Lord to bless His people. It is also the 

responsibility of the Heavenly Father to ensure that people 

understand why they should stick to righteous pathway in 

their journey into the Promised Land. The manna will soon 
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cease to fall in the Promised Land but our Heavenly Father 

desired to continue to abide with and meet the needs of His 

people.  Generally, many believed that God created man as 

a free agent, to choose freely the pathways of life he wants 

to follow without any compulsion. Unlike a robot that does 

everything according to the pre-programed intentions of its 

manufacturer, a free willed man weighs the options 

available to him as well as the rewards or consequences of 

each choice. The people of God knew the two sides of the 

coin so that they will not be ignorant of the truth that they 

should know. Secondly, they were adequately warned 

against disobedience of the law of God so that no one will 

fall in error into the devastating judgment of God simply 

because there was no adequate disclosure of hindering sins. 

Thirdly, the people of God may be able to examine 

themselves in the mirror of God's words, measure 

themselves on the scale of His instructions, and be 

responsible for the choices they make.  

 

One may argue that curse should not have accompanied a 

presentation of blessing before the Israelites. To this 

opinion, I humbly say that we cannot be wiser than our 

Creator. If the Creator decided to direct His children this 

way, certainly it is from the abundant of His wisdom.  

Obviously, in this situation, the curse is a spiritual deterrent 

device of God to deter the Israelites from disobeying the 

law of God so as to preserve and secure the continuous 

flowing of blessing of God upon them. Therefore, 

disobedience against the law of God as they were entering 

the Promised Land was a sin punishable by the judgment of 

the 12 curses on Mount Ebal. Disobedience becomes a line 

of demarcation that Israel should not cross so that they will 
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not be ensnared by the devastating consequences of their 

sinful action.   

 

 

Analysis of the Curse on Mount Ebal 

 

Curses on Mount Ebal Analyses of the curses 
15 "Cursed is the man who carves 
an image or casts an idol--a thing 
detestable to the Lord, the work of 
the craftsman's hands--and sets it 
up in secret." Then all the people 
shall say, "Amen!"  

This is a sin of idolatry. This sin is 
an abomination unto God. It is also 
a slap in the face of the Creator.  
God abhors it with passion. Do not 
deep your hands into any form of 
the sin of idolatry. 

16 "Cursed is the man who 
dishonors his father or his mother." 
Then all the people shall say, 
"Amen!"  

This is a yardstick to remind us 
that we have a relationship with 
the Heavenly Father. If a man 
cannot honor his parents that he 
could see, how can he honor God 
that he had not seen? Humble 
yourselves before God by 
honoring your parents. 

17 "Cursed is the man who moves 
his neighbor's boundary stone." 
Then all the people shall say, 
"Amen!"  

God is against covetousness. Only 
a covetous minded people can 
think of moving the boundary 
stone. We must not covetously 
build our castle upon the 
foundation laid by another person. 
Do not involve self in any type of 
cheating. 

18 "Cursed is the man who leads 
the blind astray on the road." Then 
all the people shall say, "Amen!"  

We owe everyone a responsibility 
of love and mercy. A helpless man 
should not be subjected to a 
horrible wickedness. We should 
endeavor to solve problems, we 
should not add to the existing 
problems of others. 

19 "Cursed is the man who 
withholds justice from the alien, the 
fatherless or the widow." Then all 
the people shall say, "Amen!" 

We must not withhold 
righteousness from the less 
fortunate people. If they cannot 
fight for themselves, God will fight 
on their behalf. 
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20 "Cursed is the man who sleeps 
with his father's wife, for he 
dishonors his father's bed." Then all 
the people shall say, "Amen!" 
21 "Cursed is the man who has 
sexual relations with any animal." 
Then all the people shall say, 
"Amen!" 22 "Cursed is the man who 
sleeps with his sister, the daughter 
of his father or the daughter of his 
mother." Then all the people shall 
say, "Amen!" 23 "Cursed is the man 
who sleeps with his mother-in-law." 
Then all the people shall say, 
"Amen!"  

This centered on sexual 
immoralities. This is one of the 
most common sins among 
humanity. There is no clever way 
we look at this sin that can make 
man be justified. It is a wrong 
notion to think that we have right 
to apply our body to whatever we 
choose, because our body is the 
sanctuary of God. Your body is not 
a means of livelihood. There are 
lines that man should not cross 
when it comes to sexual 
relationship—it is sexual 
immoralities. The word of God 
clearly spell it out so that there will 
be no mistake about this. Run for 
your dear life. 

24 "Cursed is the man who kills his 
neighbor secretly." Then all the 
people shall say, "Amen!"  
25 "Cursed is the man who accepts 
a bribe to kill an innocent person." 
Then all the people shall say, 
"Amen!"  

There are many ways to kill people 
today without using gun or 
weapon. One can kill with the word 
of mouth—false testimony, sowing 
seed of discord, hiring hit man to 
kill, committing abortion, setting 
others up that eventually leads to 
their death. All forms of killing is 
murder. Do not participate in any 
of it. 

26 "Cursed is the man who does not 
uphold the words of this law by 
carrying them out." Then all the 
people shall say, "Amen!" 

Partial disobedience is total 
disobedience. Therefore uphold 
the word of the law and practice 
them accordingly. 

 

A careful analysis of the curses on Mount Ebal will remind 

us of the Ten Commandments that God gave unto Moses 

on Mount Sinai. The principles behind the Ten 

Commandments law was further expounded upon among 

the Israelites to about 613 different laws called The 613 

Mitzvot that revolved around the Ten Commandments. 

These laws are categorized as 248 Positive Mitzvos and 
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365 Negative Mitzvos2 that the people of God should be 

observing in order that they could walk righteously before 

God. Do you know that the bulk of the Common Laws 

principles that guide our relationships with others in our 

communities and in all the countries of the world are 

derived from the same Ten Commandments? The scripture 

is not silent on this. That is why believers are all enjoined 

to obey the governing authority. “Let every soul be subject 

to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 

except from God, and the authorities that exist are 

appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority 

resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will 

bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror 

to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of 

the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise 

from the same. For he is God's minister to you for good. 

But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword 

in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute 

wrath on him who practices evil.” (Romans 13:1-4) 

 

As the scenario on Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal 

suggested, there is a wide gap between the blessed people 

and the cursed people.  Considering the world around us, 

the entire continents, the countries of the world, the 

communities that we are dwelling in, the blessings of some 

are well noticeable. At the same time, we notice that some 

are going through countless trends of woes, calamities, 

difficulties and all kinds of perennial problems. These two 

scenarios seem to send signal that something is 

 
2 www.spiritrestoration.org/Church/613_Mitzvos.htm, Medieval 

Sourcebook: Maimonides: The 613 Mitzvot. Online information was 
obtained on October 9, 2010  
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fundamentally wrong with their unknown beginnings. One 

may deduce that the generation of the people that are 

blessed must have done something that brought about their 

blessing, since all blessing comes from God. On the other 

hand, we do not know whether the generation of those that 

are going through problems had dipped their hands into an 

abominable situation that trapped them into the ensnaring 

generational curse that is continuously speaking negatively 

to their generation. 
 

 

Analysis of the blessings on Mount Gerizim 
 

 

 

Blessing on Mount Gerizim Analysis of the Blessings 
1 …the Lord your God will set you 
high above all nations of the earth 

You shall become a leader among 
recognized world powers on earth 

3. Blessed shall you be in the city, 
and blessed shall you be in the 
country. 
4. Blessed shall be the fruit of your 
body, the produce of your ground 
and the increase of your herds, the 
increase of your cattle and the 
offspring of your flocks. 5. Blessed 
shall be your basket and your 
kneading bowl. 

Blessing of God will be glaring in 
your cities and the country as a 
whole and abundance of harvest 
from your farm produce. The Lord 
Himself will bless your economy 
and you will have sufficiency. 
Famine will be far away from your 
dwelling. 

6. Blessed shall you be when you 
come in, and blessed shall you be 
when you go out. 
 

You will be a blessing at home and 
honorable abroad. You will be 
respected at home and honorable 
among comity nations. 

7. "The Lord will cause your 
enemies who rise against you to be 
defeated before your face; they 
shall come out against you one way 
and flee before you seven ways. 
 

The Lord will make you victorious 
over all the enemies that shall rise 
against you. Your enemies will not 
be able to stand against you. The 
Lord will make you a nation of 
priest unto Him and make you to 
manifest in holiness 
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9. The Lord will establish you as a 
holy people to Himself, just as He 
has sworn to you, if you keep the 
commandments of the Lord your 
God and walk in His ways. 
 

The Lord will establish you as His 
own and cloth you with the garment 
of holiness for Himself. The Lord 
will make you a nation of priest 
unto Him and make you to manifest 
in holiness 

10. Then all peoples of the earth 
shall see that you are called by the 
name of the Lord, and they shall be 
afraid of you. 
 

People of the earth will identify you 
with God and tremble in fear of you. 
The Lord will make you an envy to 
the nations of the world in terms of 
His divine presence and 
abundance of His blessing 

11. And the Lord will grant you 
plenty of goods, in the fruit of your 
body, in the increase of your 
livestock, and in the produce of 
your ground, in the land of which 
the Lord swore to your fathers to 
give you. 

The Lord will endow you with 
abundant of material blessing, 
increase in your population and 
increase in your livestock and farm 
produce in the land of promise. You 
will be economically well to do. 

12. The Lord will open to you His 
good treasure, the heavens, to give 
the rain to your land in its season, 
and to bless all the work of your 
hand. You shall lend to many 
nations, but you shall not borrow. 
 

The Lord will bless you with the 
material blessing as well as 
spiritual blessing and  there will no 
limit to the blessing of God, you will 
have sufficiency more than what 
you need so that you may lend the 
needy nations. 

13. And the Lord will make you the 
head and not the tail; you shall be 
above only, and not be beneath, if 
you heed the commandments of 
the Lord your God, which I 
command you today, and are 
careful to observe them. 
 

The Lord will appoint you a wise 
leader that will possess abundant 
wisdom and ability to lead others. 
As a leader among comity of 
nations, you will lead in wisdom, 
righteousness and holiness that the 
rest of the world will love to 
emulate. 

 

As the curses on Mount Ebal was made known to us in the 

scripture, the same way all the blessing spoken by the six 

chosen tribes of Israelites on Mount Gerizim were recorded 

for our benefits. Beginning from chapter 28 of the book of 

Deuteronomy the blessings on the Mount are all listed out. 

The scripture reveals that, “The secret things belong to the 
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Lord our God, but those things which are revealed belong 

to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the 

words of this law.” (Deuteronomy 29:29) God does every 

good thing the way He likes it and it is always to the 

advantage and benefit of His children. “For I know the 

plans I have for you, says the LORD. “They are plans for 

good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” 

(Jeremiah 29:11 NLT) These blessing were so precious, 

they were made conspicuous in the divine declaration of 

the blessing on the Mount Gerizim for the deserving 

children of Living God upon their obedience to the 

commandment of God.  

 

The judgment of sin that manifests in the spiritual 

consequences of curse has its own limitation. “My little 

children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And 

if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our 

sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 

whole world.” (1 John 2:1-2) A sincere repentance on the 

part of man and a merciful forgiveness on the part of God 

terminate the judgment of sin. On the other hand, there is 

no limitation to the blessing of God for His children. Time-

line of man cannot terminate the blessing of God. The 

faithfulness of God will fulfill and accomplish God’s 

promise of His blessing from generation to generation. ‘But 

as it is written: "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have 

entered into the heart of man the things which God has 

prepared for those who love Him."’ (I Corinthians 2:9) 

However Our Heavenly Father did not leave us in doubt 

about His love for us. He gave us a hint of these blessings. 

Any right thinking child of God will desire, be eager and 

hopeful for the revealed package of blessing that God 
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Almighty will surely hand down to His children. No 

sacrifice will be too much to obtain it. Certainly, the 

glorious rewarding end will justify the faithful efforts. 

 

One may wonder about the significance of mountains in the 

relationship of God with man. Why was blessing and curse 

presented to Israelites on these two mountains? This is a 

food for thought. Beginning from the time of Abraham, 

when God want to establish an important issue with 

mankind, He always point man to the mountain. ‘God 

asked Abraham to sacrifice. He said, “Take now your son, 

your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 

Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of 

the mountains of which I shall tell you.”’ (Genesis 22:2) As 

Abraham demonstrated an uncommon faith and obedience 

to the commandment of God and absolute faithfulness in 

God and was about to sacrifice Isaac, God stopped him. 

What followed the faithfulness of Abraham was a sworn 

oath of the Living God confirming the covenant of blessing 

upon Abraham and his posterity. “By Myself I have sworn, 

says the Lord, because you have done this thing, and have 

not withheld your son, your only son--blessing I will bless 

you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the 

stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the 

seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of 

their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall 

be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” (Genesis 

22:16-18) 

 

A burning bush attracted Moses to Mount Horeb to behold 

the miracle of fire that was burning without consuming the 

bush. Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this great 

sight, why the bush does not burn.” There He received his 



Mysteries on Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal 

- 189 - 

 

calling to lead the Israelites from their taskmasters in Egypt 

to the Promised Land. ‘And the Lord said: “I have surely 

seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and 

have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I 

know their sorrows. So I have come down to deliver them 

out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from 

that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing with 

milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the 

Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites 

and the Jebusites. Come now, therefore, and I will send you 

to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of 

Israel, out of Egypt.”’ (Exodus 3:7-8,10) 

 

Our Heavenly Father handed down the Ten Commandment 

to Moses on Mount Sinai. Exodus 20:1-17  And as the last 

preparation of the Israelites before they entered the 

Promised Land, God presented curse on Mount Ebal and 

blessing on Mount Gerizim unto the Israelites through their 

appointed twelve leaders from each tribe in order to 

entrench the law of God into their mind. When David made 

an unauthorized census in Israel, plague engulfed the 

nation. At Mount Moriah, God stopped the angel of death. 

The angel asked David to erect an altar and make sacrifice 

unto the Lord. The mercy of God prevailed. About one 

thousand years later the highly acclaimed Temple of 

Solomon was built on the same place now known as the 

threshing floor of Arauna the Jebusite on Mount Moriah. 

 

Prophet Elijah realigned the focus of the Israelites from the 

idolatry of Baal and pointed them to Almighty God on 

Mount Carmel. ‘“Now therefore, send and gather all Israel 

to me on Mount Carmel, the four hundred and fifty 

prophets of Baal, and the four hundred prophets of 
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Asherah, who eat at Jezebel's table.” So Ahab sent for all 

the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together 

on Mount Carmel.’ (I Kings 18:19-20) After three and half 

years without rain in the province of Ahab, on this 

mountain the prophet exhibited unto the Israelites that there 

is only one true Almighty God when he called fire from 

above to consume his sacrifice before rain fall at the word 

of Elijah. “Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may 

know that You are the Lord God, and that You have turned 

their hearts back to You again.” Then the fire of the Lord 

fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the 

stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in 

the trench. Now when all the people saw it, they fell on 

their faces; and they said, “The Lord, He is God! The Lord, 

He is God!” (I Kings 18:37-39) 

 

Even in the New Testament, the same pattern continued in 

the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ when He also 

pronounced conditional blessing unto the people in His 

long Sermon on the Mount popularly known as the 

Beatitude.  This sermon, if we study the sermon carefully, 

we will understand that it is the New Testament improved 

version with a stricter measure of the Ten Commandments 

principles.  During His ministry, most of His meeting of the 

mind with His Father in Heaven in prayer always takes 

place in the wee hour of the day on the mountain. 

 

The transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ took place on 

the mountain. “Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, 

and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by 

themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His face 

shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as the 

light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 
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talking with Him.” (Matthew 17:1-3) Jesus Christ ended 

His ministry on Mount Calvary, at the place of Golgota, a 

hill outside Jerusalem where He was crucified.  

 

After the careful consideration of the important spiritual 

events that had taken place on various mountains, the 

question is, “Why was mountain so significant in God’s 

relationship with mankind?” Another question that should 

be of interest to us is, “Why did God create the 

mountains?”  “Who hath measured the waters in the hollow 

of his hand, and meted out heaven with the span, and 

comprehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and 

weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in a 

balance.” (Isaiah 40:12) God took time to weigh the 

mountains and the hills in scales for a purpose. He had 

purposeful intentions for the creation of these massive 

landmarks for His own glory. 

  

When we behold mountain afar off, we see a huge and big 

natural structure. It could be a mighty rock or a high 

landscape, very huge and high above the earth. When the 

sun peeps in the dawn of the morning with its scintillating 

brightness upon the mountaintop, humanity can behold the 

glory of God revealing bright light of the day on the huge 

structure. When the sun is setting in the evening behind the 

huge landmark, the beautiful serenity will remind humanity 

about the glory of God that will soon manifest in the night. 

While considering the shape and the ecology around the 

mountain, it will register in our mind that the Heavenly 

Father is speaking to humanity.  “He who forms the 

mountains, creates the wind, and reveals his thoughts to 

man, he who turns dawn to darkness, and treads the high 
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places of the earth--the LORD God Almighty is his name.” 

(Amos 4:13) Pastor Glenn Pease, a Faith Writer, in his 2003 

article, “Mountain Top Experience” wrote, 

  

“When you gaze at those massive snow covered 
peaks you are forced to think big. The mind as well 
as the eye is lifted by their loftiness. Mountains 
force the thought of God upon you, for there is 
nowhere else the mind can go and be relevant. Man 
becomes insignificant and humanism melts into 
oblivion before these rocking monarchs of the 
earth. In their majestic silence they shout at you 
that God and only God is great. … Man needs the 
mountains to remind him of how small he is so that 
he can be motivated to get climbing toward the 
heights of what God intends him to be."3  

 

Although no one can claimed that he had seen God, but His 

great and marvelous work will give us a hint of how mighty 

the Creator is. And yet, no matter how mighty a mountain 

might have been, it is not greater and mightier than the 

remarkable spiritual events that take place on each of the 

mountains. 

  

According to human general observation, mountains are 

massively huge, very high and far above the low lands. 

They are not in any way obscured in their locations.  

Drawing inspiration from this thought, the few elites, 

highly intelligent, well-known and highly placed leaders in 

our society come together in one voice to establish an 

 
3 www.faithwriters.com/article-details.php?id=2462  The 

online Article was accessed on May 5, 2010   
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agreement. The president appends his signature of approval 

upon their agreement. Invariably the agreement of these 

leaders becomes the law of the land. The inhabitants look 

up to these leaders, honor them and abide by their 

decisions. The spiritual significance of this is that, God our 

Creator is higher than man, mighty in wisdom and power; 

and His ways are unsearchable. Great is the LORD, and 

greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable. 

(Psalm 145:3) The ways and the words of the Ancient of 

Days are exceptionally unique, and are not hidden from 

mankind.  The scripture commanded, “All ye inhabitants of 

the world, and dwellers on the earth, see ye, when he lifteth 

up an ensign on the mountains; and when he bloweth a 

trumpet, hear ye.” (Isaiah 18:3) The various significant 

events on the mountains are invisible banners of God for 

humanity to behold, to consider and to abide with. 

Therefore the truth, revelations and the divine instructions 

that man received on the mount are divine authority from 

the Heavenly Father that must be adhere to with all 

seriousness. 

 

Lastly, mountain is a generally quiet and peaceful, because 

of its unusual height people seldom dwell on it. Practically 

distractions of the intruders are generally at zero level and 

concentration is easy and attainable because of its usual 

quiet environment. Undoubtedly it is a conducive 

environment that man can approach his Creator. Wherever 

the believer set aside to meet with God in order to seek His 

face is his own mountain of God. We are expected to 

approach the Father with humility, righteousness and 

holiness of life on this mountain of God. 
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Our spiritual mountaintop should always be the first port of 

call when the chips are down, when we need divine 

guidance about our life.  King David was not ignorant of 

this. He said, “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 

whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the LORD, 

which made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2) The hill 

that King David was referencing was in the realm of the 

spirit in the prophetic location on Mount Moriah where the 

temple of God will be built in Jerusalem. If the hill of the 

Lord is the center of your focus, your divine help is 

assured. You will not be disappointed in your walking with 

God. These are the facts that we must take into 

consideration in the revelation that is presented to Israelites 

on Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim. The same is presented 

to the present day believers as we are inching towards our 

own Promised Land so that we can endeavor to choose 

blessing of God instead of curse. 

 

Application 

 

Whether you are still in your wilderness journey or you are 

about to enter your own promised land that is filled with 

milk and honey like that the Israelites of old, or on the 

other hand, perhaps you already in the opulence of your 

blessing, you must know today that you have blessing and 

curse set before you. The Israelites, your brethren in the 

Wilderness Church,  stood with the integrity of heart and 

according to the commandment of God, in the valley of 

blessing and curse and had entered into agreement with 

God on your behalf to receive blessing of God when you do 

the blessed will of God. They had also assented to the 

damnation of curse on your behalf peradventure you will 

deep your hands into the despicable evil activities. They 
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knew the curse is an instrument in the hands of Almighty 

God to deter His children from doing evil. They assented to 

the two options in good faith on your behalf knowing fully 

well that you are not spiritually ignorant and that you will 

choose life instead of death.  

 

This was the glorious way that God choose to mold and 

shape His people in righteousness. You are purchased with 

the precious blood of Jesus Christ, and with the 

appreciative heart that you possessed, you will choose the 

blessing of God and live. You will not cast your pearl to the 

swine by dipping your hands to the abominable ways of the 

Canaanites. By His grace, you will certainly shun the 

despicable activities of sin and escape the sting of curse.  

 

The people of God have witnessed the power of God. They 

have beheld the glory of God. They have witnessed 

countless testimonies of the miraculous activities of the 

Heavenly King. They knew that our Heavenly Father is 

righteous and His commandments are sources of blessing to 

His people. They took a right decision on your behalf, and 

their judgment was fair and sound. They spoke according to 

the mind of God, both curse and blessing to the nation of 

Israel, to shape their lives and ensure the conduct of 

holiness and righteousness in them according to the blessed 

will of God.   

 

When you go to the mountain of prayer, what do you speak 

to the world around you? If your mission upon the 

mountain is narrow mindedness and selfishness that will 

benefit the tiny-little island of your family, it is like wasting 

the powerful resources of prayer. Courageously step into 

the mountain of God with the mind of shaping the course of 
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the salvation for mankind. Pray for the healing of the sin-

sick nation at large. Pray down the power of God for the 

revival to the spiritually dying world. Patiently wait and 

watch the manifestation of God’s faithfulness when you 

allow God to use you to speak unto His people on His 

Mountain.  My prayer is that the Lord will surely give you 

the grace to shun all the abominable evils and stand tall 

before Him in order to receive all the deserving blessings 

He had earmarked for you, in Jesus name. 



 

- 197 - 

 

 

 

              Chapter 

Crossing the Jordan 
 

Moses had died the whole congregation were in state of 

mourning. Everything seemed to be standstill. It was not 

about what to eat or what to drink as characterized the 

Israelites. The problem was not because of the war they 

have to win. It was because there was no word of guidance 

from God to the leader. God was always in constant 

conversation with Moses. God always guided, instructed 

and commanded Moses on what to do on specific issues 

relating to his calling. Whenever he came to the cross road 

of his ministry and was in desperate need of guidance he 

always sought the face of God for directives. Throughout 

his ministry, since his commission on Mount Horeb and till 

he went to Mount Pisgah where he died the faithfulness of 

God was glaring in the ministry of Moses.   

 

Although Aaron was the High Priest in Israel, God never 

spoke to him about the affairs of His people. Aaron always 

stands in the shadow of the charismatic of his younger 

brother, Moses. Aaron always received his directives from 

Moses. Although Joshua was close to Moses as his personal 

assistant, God never bypass Moses to speak to Joshua about 

the affairs of Israelites when Moses was alive. Now Moses 

had passed away and Aaron the high priest also died.  A 

spiritually capable leader has to step into the shoe of Moses 

in order to receive directive from God and lead Israel. 

Joshua had been commissioned for this purpose upon the 

instruction of God. He was ordained to take over the 

leadership of people of God. 

12 
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And the LORD said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the 

son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine 

hand upon him; And set him before Eleazar the priest, 

and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in 

their sight. And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon 

him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may 

be obedient. And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, 

who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim 

before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his 

word they shall come in, both he, and all the children of 

Israel with him, even all the congregation. And Moses did 

as the LORD commanded him: and he took Joshua, and 

set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the 

congregation: And he laid his hands upon him, and gave 

him a charge, as the LORD commanded by the hand of 

Moses. (Numbers 27:18-23) 

 

Although Joshua was a man of wisdom, he could not rely 

on his wisdom to lead the Israelites. He needed the 

supernatural directive before he could make any move. The 

obvious first thing he did was waiting for God to lead His 

people. Although the scripture did not state the numbers of 

days that elapsed after the death of Moses before God 

spoke to Joshua. But obviously, one can imagine that 

Joshua went to a solitary place to seek the face of God in 

prayer. One can visualize him setting aside a couple of days 

of fasting and praying so that he could receive that precious 

divine touch that will make difference in his leadership 

mission. Yes, Joshua did wait. He waited for the word that 

would make difference. And God was never late. He did 

come to Joshua and the rest of the children of Israelites at 

the appointed time with His divine instructions.  
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After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it 
came to pass that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son 
of Nun, Moses' assistant, saying: "Moses My servant 
is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, 
you and all this people, to the land which I am giving 
to them--the children of Israel. Every place that the 
sole of your foot will tread upon I have given you, as I 
said to Moses. From the wilderness and this Lebanon 
as far as the great river, the River Euphrates, all the 
land of the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the 
going down of the sun, shall be your territory. No 
man shall be able to stand before you all the days of 
your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I 
will not leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and of 
good courage, for to this people you shall divide as 
an inheritance the land which I swore to their fathers 
to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, 
that you may observe to do according to all the law 
which Moses My servant commanded you; do not 
turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you 
may prosper wherever you go. This Book of the Law 
shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to 
do according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will 
have good success. Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
you go." (Joshua 1:1-9)   

 

Being elated was not in the list of vocabularies to describe 

the mood of Joshua for the much awaited divine 

instructions of God. He was overwhelmed with the awe of 

the glory of Almighty God as those words were coming out 

to him in the unique language of heaven which the scripture 

described as ‘sound of many waters.’ For the first time he 

heard what his Master, Moses had been hearing in those 

forty years of his ministry. There was no doubt that he was 

appreciative that the Lord spoke to His people. But Joshua 
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could not imagine himself bearing the weight of 

responsibilities and the burden of the leadership of the 

people of God. “Moses My servant is dead.” Certainly 

Joshua knew that fact. But the next words made the 

difference. “Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you 

and all this people, to the land which I am giving them …” 

That very moment, Joshua knew that his leadership over 

the congregation of the Lord had been confirmed, 

empowered and anointed. He knew he had been enrobed in 

spiritual garment of army general of God. He was now 

confident of the continuity of the presence of God with His 

people. Joshua had a resounding confidence in the word of 

God, but he still lacked self confidence. And he needed self 

confidence to blend with confidence in the Lord’s word in 

order that he might excel in his mission. Even though the 

Lord gave him a blank cheque in terms of His divine 

blessing and assured him of His uncommon promise and 

said to him that, “No man shall be able to stand before you 

all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be 

with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you,” the Lord 

still needed to prop him up and encouraged him to be 

“strong and be of good courage.”  

 

Perhaps you are wondering why Joshua seemed to lose his 

self-confidence. Apart from the insatiable demands of the 

people of God that he would be leading, the entire 

neighboring nations were hostile enemies of Israelites. He 

had to lead the Israelites righteously according to the divine 

authority of God—which included executing a righteous 

judgment among the people of God, safe-guarding their life 

and properties and meeting their needs. In addition to these, 

he had to face all the hostile nations around him in battle 

and be victorious over them. That was the interpretation of 
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the instruction of Almighty God—“Arise, go over this 

Jordan.” He can only do this successfully by being strong 

and be of good courage. The precept of ‘being strong,’ in 

the heavenly counseling session of God unto Joshua 

includes: Be strong in the wealth of understanding of the 

word of God. Be strong in living each day according to the 

revelation of the word. Be strong in executing the 

principles of the word of God courageously in the work of 

his ministry—standing in the promises of God to face the 

hostile nations around him in battle. Be courageous enough 

to exercise a God-pleasing faith in every step he took in 

course of his leadership. Be courageous enough to exercise 

self-discipline in righteous judgment among the people of 

God. Be courageous enough to divide the land among the 

people of God without partiality. Be courageous enough to 

leave a righteous legacy with the Israelites by establish 

them in the law of God and His righteousness. God gave 

Joshua a hint about how to attain a successful ministry. He 

said, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 

mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you 

may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For 

then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will 

have good success.”  

 

 

 

The evidence of the Presence of God 
 

And the Lord said to Joshua, "This day I will begin to 
exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know 
that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. You 
shall command the priests who bear the Ark of the 
Covenant, saying, 'When you have come to the edge 
of the water of the Jordan, you shall stand in the 
Jordan.' " So Joshua said to the children of Israel, 
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"Come here, and hear the words of the Lord your 
God." And Joshua said, "By this you shall know that 
the living God is among you, and that He will without 
fail drive out from before you the Canaanites and the 
Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the 
Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites: 
Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lord of all the 
earth is crossing over before you into the Jordan. 
Now therefore, take for yourselves twelve men from 
the tribes of Israel, one man from every tribe. And it 
shall come to pass, as soon as the soles of the feet 
of the priests who bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord 
of all the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, 
that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, the 
waters that come down from upstream, and they 
shall stand as a heap." (Joshua 3:7-13) 

 

In the strength of the word of God Joshua arose to lead the 

children of Israelites. He issued his instructions on how to 

go based on the confidence of the assurance of God. One of 

the attributes of Living God is that when He called His 

servants, He celebrates and confirms their callings with 

signs and wonders. “This day I will begin to exalt you in 

the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was 

with Moses, so I will be with you.” Perhaps we may feel 

that it is not necessary. To refresh our memory, Aaron and 

Miriam, the siblings of Moses, engaged in act of dissension 

against Moses, they said, “Has the Lord indeed spoken 

only through Moses? Has He not spoken through us also?”  

As this was not enough, Korah, Dathan and Abiram led a 

gang of two hundred and fifty leaders, against Moses in 

dissension. In order that some greedy few would not be 

tempted to rise against the leadership of Joshua and be led 

to their destruction like Korah and his cohorts in the camp, 

God confirmed the leadership of Joshua with signs and 
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wonders so that the people of God might recognize and 

accept him as an appointed servant of God. 

 

Joshua arose to go over the boisterous Jordan River with 

the children of Israelites. This was the time that the rivers 

overflow its banks due to excessive rainfall. Unlike our 

modern day, water way transportation by boat was not 

available to easily travel across a big river. The bridge-

building technology and highway over a river had not been 

discovered then. Daring to cross a boisterous River Jordan 

was like plunging into ones death because of the force of 

the flowing water current. But the children of Israelites 

must go over the Jordan. Unlike Moses and Aaron, Joshua 

did not have a shepherd rod. Nevertheless, the mission of 

God must be accomplished. Remember that the shepherd 

rod of Moses upon the commandment of God paved the 

way for the Israel in the Red Sea. Joshua did not possess 

the prophet’s mantle like Elijah and his servant, Elisha but 

the obstacle must be overcome.  The people of God must 

go over the Jordan. He could not boast of his own 

confidence but he has what many people cannot boast of. 

He had faith in the Lord and he had the presence of God. 

The presence of God is the source of all blessing. In the 

presence of God, there is power. In the presence of God, 

there is solution. In the presence of God, there is break-

through. There can be no manifestation of breakthrough in 

the life of mankind except the Lord leads the way. 

Therefore the people of God were going over the Jordan! 

 

God told Joshua to command the priests that bear the Ark 

of Covenant to lead the way, because the Ark is the 

symbolic representation of the presence of God with His 

people in the wilderness. The people of God kept a distance 
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of about two thousands cubits from the priests that bear the 

Ark. The moment the Ark bearing priests stepped into the 

water of Jordan, the flow of the river cut off.  The upstream 

flow congealed and stood as a heap at a distance. The 

presence of God made the difference. The awesome 

presence of God Who shut in the sea with doors (Job 38:8) 

stopped the flow of the river so that the chosen generation 

would cross over the boisterous Jordan on a dry ground. 

When God Himself lead the way of His children, who can 

stand against them? This was the reminiscence of their past 

break through. Forty years ago, the Red Sea could not stand 

against the Israelites. The fierce Egyptians warriors could 

not stop them. Although all the generation of Israelites that 

witnessed the miracles had perished in the wilderness. But 

the generation of Israelites who crossed Jordan also had a 

similar memorable experience that will remain fresh in 

their hearts as long as they lived. 

 

Beloved, many of us may not know why dog wags its tail. 

Or perhaps some us may not understand why dolphin leaps 

from the water, flips in the air before it lands on the water 

with a big splash. Just as man celebrates in jubilation, 

dancing and praising, these animals are celebrating in their 

unique ways. The same way the Creator of Heaven and 

earth celebrates in a unique way. Brethren it is interesting 

to understand how God celebrates. Our Heavenly Father 

celebrates in the memorial of His great miracles. Not only 

this, He teaches His children the heart of appreciation.  

When a man achieved a great feat, we throw a big banquet 

to celebrate the achievement. Unlike man, our Lord does 

not throw a great banquet with assorted food and drinks; 

instead He does it in a unique memorable way that the 

event can be relived within many generations to come.  
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We have example of this in the scripture. God handed 

down the ordinance of Passover celebration to the Israelites 

to commemorate the miraculous deliverance of the first-

borns of Israelites in Egypt. “This is a day you are to 

commemorate; for the generations to come you shall 

celebrate it as a festival to the LORD--a lasting 

ordinance.” “Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, 

because it was on this very day that I brought your 

divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting 

ordinance for the generations to come.” (Exodus 12:14, 

17) Thousands of years later, our Lord Jesus Christ 

instituted the Lord Supper to celebrate the miracle of 

salvation of mankind with an instruction that we should do 

it in remembrance of Him. ‘And he took bread, gave thanks 

and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body 

given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same 

way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for 

you.”’ (Luke 22:19-20) 

 

The entire tribes of Israelites safely crossed the Jordan. The 

feeble ones, the children as well as their animals and their 

properties were completely safe on the other side of Jordan. 

But the priest that bore the Ark of Covenant were still 

standing with the ark upon their shoulders in the middle of 

the Jordan. The word of God came to Joshua, “And 

command ye them, “Take you hence out of the midst of 

Jordan, out of the place where the priests’ feet stood firm, 

twelve stones, and ye shall carry them over with you, and 

leave them in the lodging place where ye shall lodge this 

night.” (Joshua 4:3) We can visualize that the entire 

congregation were very busy and perhaps they had 

desperately crossed the Jordan in a hurry. But being too 
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busy or being in haste was not a plausible excuse that can 

deter us from giving praises to God and ascribe honor and 

glory to His holy name. God commanded Joshua to select a 

representative of each twelve tribes of Israelites to return 

into the midst of Jordan and bring forth a stone each on 

their shoulder into the camp of the entire congregation in 

Gilgal on the night they made their entrance. In the same 

manner, twelve stones were set up in the midst of Jordan, in 

the place where the feet of the priest that bore the Ark of 

Covenant stood. 

 

Beloved readers, there two twelve-memorial stones 

mentioned in this scenario. The Israelites were told to leave 

first twelve-stones in their lodging place in order to be a 

sign among them in future when their children shall ask 

them, saying, “What do these stones represent?” The 

Israelites were again asked to set up the second twelve-

stones in the midst of Jordan. God knew that man’s 

memory is very short and limited.  In fact the longest time-

span memory of a man is equal to his life time.  Therefore, 

the memorial stones will not only denoted the great miracle 

but also makes every generation that sees these memorial 

stones to relive the historical great miracle of God as if they 

were there when it took place. 

 

Thinking very deeply, you will sense in the spirit that our 

Heavenly Father was telling the congregation to make an 

altar for Him in the two places mentioned. Just like their 

fore-fathers, Abraham when he walked the length and 

breadth of the land of Canaan; and just like Jacob when he 

had a vision of angels descending and ascending in Bethel. 

“How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 

house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” Then Jacob 



Crossing the Jordan 

- 207 - 

 

rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had 

put at his head, set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on top 

of it. (Genesis 28:17-18) The scripture revealed the purpose 

of the first memorial stones, “What about the second one?” 

The altar of twelve memorial stones in Jordan was a 

witness of the faithfulness of God between Him and the 

Israelites that He led His people safely through the 

boisterous Jordan on a dry ground to the Promised Land. 

The altar of the twelve memorial stones in the midst of 

Jordan might have been visible then or might have now be 

sunk into the belly of Jordan but the scripture tells us that 

they remain there until this day. It is therefore implied that, 

if man can forget this great miracle, the belly of the earth, 

in the midst of Jordan where these stones sunk cannot. 

What a credible witness! What a classical remembrance! 

 

------ooo0ooo------ 

 

The people of God crossed safely to the other side of 

Jordan. In order to understand how joyful they were, you 

will need to put yourself in their position.  Finally, the 

journey of forty years was completed.  The land that flow 

with milk and honey, the Promised Land was no longer a 

dream it was a reality. The first place they settled when 

they got to the land of Canaan was Gilgal.  

 

Gilgal might mean something else to the Canaanites. What 

does Gilgal mean to the Israelites? Gilgal was a remarkable 

city to the Israelites. It was about two miles away northeast 

of Jericho. It was the army garrison headquarters of the 

children of God and the temporary seat of the government 

of Israel. Every single battle fought in the Promised Land 

for the people of God to possess their possession, the 
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command of the battle were issued from the garrison 

headquarters of Israel in Gilgal. Since the Ark of Covenant 

was with the Israelites, obviously the Tabernacle was also 

situated in Gilgal in order that the people of God might 

worship Him. The Ark of Covenant always returned to its 

tent in Gilgal every day after the Priests encompassed the 

city of Jericho with it. Gilgal was a place of praise-because 

the twelve memorial stones that were taken from the 

middle of River Jordan when the Israelites crossed the 

Jordan on a dry ground were set up upon each other as an 

altar unto God. It was intended to lead the forth-coming 

generations of Israelites to praise God when the testimony 

of God’s deed was narrated to their children.  

 

Gilgal was the place where manna, the food that God 

provided for the Israelites for those almost forty years in 

the wilderness stopped falling. “And the manna ceased on 

the morrow after they had eaten of the old corn of the 

land…” (Joshua 5:12) Manna did not stop because God 

can no longer meet the needs of His people. It stopped 

falling because there were abundant alternative food 

resources for the people of God in Gilgal. However, they 

had to engage the enemies out there in battle and defeat 

them in order to fetch for themselves. After the Israelites 

ate the farm produce of the land, the manna stopped. Gilgal 

was the first place in the Promised Land where the feast of 

Passover was celebrated.  

 

Gilgal was the place where the reproach of Egypt upon the 

Israelites was rolled away. “Then the Lord said to Joshua, 

“Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from 

you.” So the place has been called Gilgal to this day.” 

(Joshua 5:9) Gilgal was called the hill of the foreskins. 
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Probably the foreskins that were cut off of the multitudes of 

the Israelites were laid on a heap, and covered with earth, 

so that they made a little hillock. In addition to this, the city 

name Gilgal from a word that signifies to take away, God 

also said to Joshua, “This day have I rolled away the 

reproach of Egypt. Whichever way we look at it, certainly 

an impediment was taken from the Israelites, they 

completed their journey, and they were securely established 

in the covenant of God. 

 

Perhaps you are wondering, “What are the reproaches of 

the Israelites?” Before, their minds were tainted with the 

idolatry of Egypt but now after the circumcision it was 

hoped they would entirely be devoted to God. They saw 

themselves now as the free-born children of God, having 

the seal of the covenant which was circumcision of their 

flesh, and so the reproach of their bondage in Egypt was 

removed. Secondly, their safe arrival on Canaan side 

according to the promise of God rolled away the reproach 

of Egypt. It silenced that spiteful suggestion of the 

Egyptians that said, for mischief they were brought out, the 

wilderness had shut them in. (Exodus 14:3) Although their 

forty years of wandering in the wilderness was like a 

reproach, but as they had entered Canaan in triumph, that 

reproach was done away. When God glorifies Himself in 

perfecting the salvation of His people, He did not only 

silence the reproach of their enemies, but He also rolled it 

upon the enemies. 

 

Gilgal was a place where God renewed His covenant with 

the children of Israelites by ordering them to be 

circumcised. We may wonder about the significant of it at 

this time. The faithless generations of Israelites that left 
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Egypt from the age of twenty and crossed the Red Sea were 

all circumcised in accordance to the covenant that Abraham 

had with God. All these people perished in the wilderness. 

The new generation of Israelites that were under 40 years 

old that were born in the wilderness were about to possess 

their possession in the land flowing with milk and honey. 

But the standard of God cannot be lowered.  

 

Gilgal was the place of victory in that all the battles that 

were initiated in Gilgal were victorious except the only 

temporary setback defeat they had from the small city of Ai 

because of the sin of Achan.  

 

Gilgal was a place where God exposed the strong influence 

of sin. Achan sinned secretly but the consequences of his 

sin affected the whole congregation of the Lord. “A little 

leaven leavens the whole lump.” (Galatians 5:9) Achan 

brought the accursed things into his tent as against the 

directive of God. As a result, when the Israelites went to 

war against Ai, they were defeated because the presence of 

God did not go with them.  They suffered a devastating and 

shameful defeat in the hand of a small city of Ai. This 

made Joshua sought the face of the Lord for a whole day. 

 
So the Lord said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie 
thus on your face? Israel has sinned, and they have 
also transgressed My covenant which I commanded 
them. For they have even taken some of the 
accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; 
and they have also put it among their own stuff. 
Therefore the children of Israel could not stand 
before their enemies, but turned their backs before 
their enemies, because they have become doomed 
to destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, 
unless you destroy the accursed from among you. 
Get up, sanctify the people, and say, 'Sanctify 
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yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the Lord 
God of Israel: "There is an accursed thing in your 
midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your 
enemies until you take away the accursed thing from 
among you." (Joshua 7:10-13) 

 

Gilgal was also a place of forgiveness in that when the 

Joshua-led Israelites investigated the source of the sin, they 

discovered that Achan was the culprit. They removed the 

accursed thing from themselves. Achan and his household 

were righteously judged in the court of Israel in Gilgal 

according to the law of God. Israelites entreated for mercy 

before the Living God and the Lord forgave their sins. The 

Merciful God again pitched His tent with Israelites and led 

them to conquer the city of Ai who had earlier defeated 

them.   

 

Let us digress a bit to elucidate on the importance of 

circumcision. Circumcision of the Israelites began with 

Abraham the forefather of the Israelites. Circumcision was 

the ‘token’ or down payment that God demanded from 

Abraham for the covenant of blood that he had with God at 

the beginning of their covenanted relationship. God 

demanded it from Abraham because it was the evidence 

obedience and faithfulness to the covenant relationship. 

“This is My covenant which you shall keep, between Me 

and you and your descendants after you: Every male child 

among you shall be circumcised; and you shall be 

circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a 

sign of the covenant between Me and you.” (Genesis 17:10-

11) God sought to kill Moses after he was called probably 

because he failed to circumcise his children. (Exodus 4:24) 

Perhaps being a leader, he failed to live by the tenet of his 

ancestor’s covenant and ensured that every male child in 
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household were circumcised. “Then Zipporah took a sharp 

stone and cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it at 

Moses' feet, and said, "Surely you are a husband of blood 

to me!” So He [God] let him go. Then she said, "You are a 

husband of blood!”—because of the circumcision.” 

(Exodus 4:25-26) What led Zipporah, a Midianites, the wife 

of Moses to perform this rite was not known. Perhaps 

Moses was seriously sick, and she had to do it in order to 

save both her husband and her children.  

 

Back to the circumcision at Gilgal, the children of covenant 

that were about to enter the Promised Land must live 

according to the tenet of the covenant. One of the tenets of 

the covenant is circumcision. God did not intend physically 

uncircumcised Israelites to enter the Promised Land. 

Relating the circumcision at Gilgal to the dialogue of Jesus 

Christ with Nichodemus, you won’t have difficulty in 

understanding the reason why Jesus Christ emphasized 

similar tenet of salvation to Nichodemus, “I tell you the 

truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born 

again. … I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom 

of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. Flesh 

gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.” 

(John 3:3, 5-6) In the same way, no spiritually 

uncircumcised hearts will enter into the kingdom of God. 

God demanded physical circumcision from the Israelites, 

but Christ demanded for spiritual circumcision of hearts 

from the Christians Jews, Greeks and Gentiles alike as His 

criteria of salvation. “The Lord your God will circumcise 

your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you 

may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, 

and live.” (Deuteronomy 30:6) “In him you were also 

circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with 
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a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the 

circumcision done by Christ, having been buried with him 

in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the 

power of God, who raised him from the dead.” (Colossians 

2:11-12) 

 

Beloved, pause for a while and reflect about what Gilgal 

represented to the Israelites. At Gilgal the Israelites hung 

the bags of sins, failures, and defeats. They made their 

crooked paths straightened. They smoothed their rough 

edges. They took an olive branch with the Lord and settled 

for the mantle of salvation. The murmuring had stopped 

and the children of God were now cooperating fully with 

the appointed leaders. The old ways of life of the Israelites 

stops at Gilgal and their new ways of life began in Gilgal. 

In the life of every Christian, there is a Gilgal. The Cross of 

Calvary is our Gilgal. It is the place where we counted the 

cost of our salvation and say bye-bye to Satan in order to 

welcomed Jesus Christ into our heart. It is the place where 

we ended the romance of the flesh and ushered in the new 

beginning of the sweet fellowship in the newness of life 

with our Lord Jesus Christ. Gilgal is the place we recognize 

God as our Father and He recognizes and embraces us as 

His sons and daughters. It is the place we put the world 

behind us and take the first step towards eternity. It is the 

place where we look unto Jesus Christ the author of our 

lives without any consideration of rivalry of any kind 

whatsoever in our hearts. It is the place where we are ready 

to possess our possession as the joint heir with our Lord 

Jesus Christ. It is the place we say unequivocally, “Forward 

ever and backward never!” If you have not got to this 

Gilgal in your wilderness experience, it is time to summon 
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on courage and put the Jordan behind you in order to set 

your affection to things above. 

 

It is not over until the Lord says, “It is over.” When the 

children of Israel crossed the boisterous Jordan they are 

heading somewhere—towards the well fortified city of 

Jericho. The kings of the Amorites have not been defeated. 

The Southern and the Northern Kingdoms have not been 

defeated. The spiritual battle-plan that led to the victory 

over the boisterous Jordan would certainly be different 

from the battle-plan of Jericho but a leader that maintain an 

unflinching close relationship with the Father will receive 

the forward march revelation of the victory. The Ark of 

Covenant that divided the Jordan was still with the 

Israelites, but God chose to lead the battle of Jericho 

Himself through His angel. When God promised Joshua 

that He will be with him, He meant just that.   

 

Joshua saw a similitude of a man standing with a drawn 

sword in his hand. As the leader, he challenged and asked, 

“Are you for us or for our enemies?” “Neither,” he 

replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have 

now come.” (Joshua 5:13-14) Hearing this, Joshua fell 

faced down to the ground to reverence God. Joshua asked 

the Commander, “What message does my Lord have for 

His servant?” 

 

The Commander of the Army of the Lord told Joshua, 

“Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. This is food for 

thought. Moses heard the same instruction at the burning 

bush on Mount Horeb but he did not see God’s 

representative then. Moses saw the back parts of the 
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Creator of Heaven and Earth but Joshua saw physically, the 

Commander of the Army of the Lord, although he did not 

see the multitude of the army of God that he was 

commanding. It was certain that this Commander was a 

spirit being but manifested in the physical for the purpose 

of guiding Joshua the leader of God’s people.  

 

“Take off your sandals,” is a command that demanded 

respect for the awesome presence of Holy God but it goes 

beyond the physical instruction. Literarily, sandal is a man-

made material that protects human being from the wear and 

tear that the stones and the thorns can cause the feet. Before 

shoes became part of human fashion, people wear sandals 

to protect their feet when going in a long journey. The 

instruction was another way of telling Joshua to humble 

and empty himself before the Lord, and should not rely on 

human strategies in his method of operation. On the other 

hand, the footwear of Joshua might represent some physical 

and spiritual uncleaningless before God. Moreover, it 

means, Joshua should humble himself before God and 

make his heart conformable to the holy presence of God. It 

included humbling self to exercise unwavering faith in the 

Lord. It included exhibiting humility that placed God in the 

position of preeminence in our life. Finally, it included 

humbling self in the Lord in order to see the situation 

around us from the point of view of the Living God.  

 

The first line of attack of children of God against any 

enemy is to ‘take off ones sandals’ in humility in the 

presence of the Lord. “Trust in the Lord with all your 

heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your 

ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” 

(Proverbs 3:5-6) Jehoshaphat did not lean in his own 
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understanding when the Moabites and the Ammonites 

besieged the land. He called upon the Lord and ended his 

prayer, saying, “For we have no power against this great 

multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what 

to do, but our eyes are upon You." (II Chronicles 20:12) 

The Lord ambushed the invading army of Ammonites, 

Moabites and Mount Seir and were all defeated before the 

King Jehoshaphat. When the vast army of Cushites invaded 

the kingdom of King Asa, He called upon the Lord and 

said, “Lord, it is nothing for You to help, whether with 

many or with those who have no power; help us, O Lord 

our God, for we rest on You, and in Your name we go 

against this multitude. O Lord, You are our God; do not let 

man prevail against You!” (II Chronicles 14:11) The Lord 

struck down the Cushites before Asa and Judah. When the 

sum-total of godly humility manifested in the life of 

Joshua, the Lord spoke to him about the battle plans 

concerning Jericho. 

 
Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the 
children of Israel; none went out, and none came in. 
And the Lord said to Joshua: "See! I have given 
Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men 
of valor. You shall march around the city, all you men 
of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you 
shall do six days. And seven priests shall bear seven 
trumpets of rams' horns before the ark. But the 
seventh day you shall march around the city seven 
times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. It shall 
come to pass, when they make a long blast with the 
ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the 
trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great 
shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And 
the people shall go up every man straight before 
him." (Joshua 6:1-5) 
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The victory over the boisterous Jordan they crossed 

triumphantly enhanced their preparation for the battle 

against the well fortified city Jericho. The city wall of the 

city was 25 feet high and 20 feet wide with soldiers on the 

wall watching for any intruders about one mile away with 

bow and arrow. The city gates have been locked since the 

people of Jericho heard about the miraculous crossing of 

the Israelites. Jericho was the most formidable city in the 

region. The city of Jericho must be conquered, not 

necessary for vengeance purposes but to make a statement 

with the demonstration of strength of the Almighty God of 

Israel. The defeat of Jericho will send a chilling terror to all 

the hostile nations around the Israelites that the power of 

God was with His people.  

 

The wall of the city was so high and so strong. The canons 

from artillery gun and supersonic missiles like tomahawk 

that can accurately hit a target at about 700 miles away had 

not been invented. It was not the time of smart bombs that 

can first of all pierce a hole into the concrete target before 

the second inner bomb blasts the secured inner concrete 

target. But notwithstanding, greater than any type of bomb 

ever made by man was the presence of the Living God with 

the Israelites at the battle front against the city of Jericho. 

The Lord is a Mighty Warrior. 

   

The battle plan against Jericho was uncommon and the 

outcome of the execution of the plan was unprecedented. 

The children of God did not shoot any arrow against the 

city wall. The Israelites did not place a ladder upon the 

fortified wall in attempt to climb over the wall. Seven 

priests blasting seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the 

Ark of God walked round the city of Jericho once each day 
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for six days without uttering a word.  There was no joke of 

any type as they walked around the wall. No discussion at 

all. No military song. No comment whatsoever. No human 

opinion about the battle plan. I hope we still recollect that 

ten majorities out of twelve spies that Moses sent to spy the 

Promised Land made a negative confession before the 

entire congregation of the Lord saying, “We cannot 

overcome the giant children of Anaks because they 

[Israelites] were like grasshoppers before the giants.” 

Perhaps the Heavenly Father did not want the Israelites to 

fall into another grievous sin of murmuring through their 

negative confession. He did not want them to miss the 

Promised Land for the second time. Death and life are in 

the power of tongue. “Death and life are in the power of 

the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” 

(Proverbs 18:21) Every single command was executed 

according to the instruction of the Living God. The only 

sound allowed was the sound of the trumpets of the rams’ 

horn. The armed men were securing the company of the 

priest in the front and at the rear to protect the Ark Bearers 

as they walked round the city. Among the students of the 

Bible, ‘seven’ is denoted as the number of completion. 

Seven priests blasting seven trumpet of rams’ horn (Shofar) 

once every day for six days. And on the seventh day, the 

seven priests blasted seven trumpets of rams’ horns before 

the Ark of God, walked round the city seven times and at 

the completion of their seventh tour of the city wall, the 

entire army of the Israelites let out a loud shout after the 

last long blast trumpets of rams’ horn. What a battle plan! 

What a demonstration of wholesome dependence on God! 

God is still doing miracles today and if you trust and obey 

Him, He will champion the course of your life and fight the 

battle on your behalf without failing 
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Perhaps you are thinking aloud and ask, “What about the 

Jericho army?” Were they just watching the priest circling 

their well-fortified wall? I thought about them too, 

especially the army with the bow and arrow that were 

standing on the top of the Jericho wall, and they could not 

launch a preemptive attack against the Israelites. It is 

obvious that they were dumbfounded as the priest-led 

Israelites were compassing round the city of Jericho. 

Obviously, they were only watching the Israelites as they 

journey round the city wondering what the people of God 

were up to. They did not shoot a single arrow against the 

Israelites to distract them. On the other hand, perhaps they 

put their confidence on the fortified high wall of the city 

and thought that they were secure because the wall was 

impenetrable. They never imagined that the blowing of 

trumpet would cause the fall of this greatly fortified wall. 

This was an important lesson for the wise. Anyone that put 

his trust in the things of the flesh is a goner spiritually.  

   

The obvious lesson from this is that the children of God 

must learn how to look beyond the physical realm and 

focus on God the author of all creation. All children of God 

must learn how to stand still in their limited knowledge and 

wait in faith for the consistency of the unlimited Living 

God and allow Him to have His way in the affairs our lives 

as He sees it fit. Certainly, He will surely deliver according 

to His words. Once He speaks victory to a situation, the 

awesome power of Heaven will bring it to pass for His own 

glory. “… except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 

waketh but in vain.” 

 

The Heavenly Father set up His awesome glory and 

prepared His faithful children to partake in it. The spiritual 
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law of possession took effect when the Israelites completed 

their seven-day military walk round about the city with the 

Ark of Covenant. “Every place that the sole of your foot 

will tread upon I have given you, as I said to Moses.” 

(Joshua 1:3) At the completion of the seven-day tour, God 

had already delivered the city to the hand of His children. 

The long powerful shout of praise of the Israelites locked 

the people of God into the divine victory in order that they 

might partook in the battle that had already been won in the 

realm of the spirit. The very moment they launched out the 

shout of praise, the wall of Jericho fall down flat before the 

Israelites. Each man went straight ahead against his enemy. 

So the Lord can singlehandedly defeat the worst of all our 

enemies and oppressors today if we believe His word. 

 

“The LORD hath opened his armory, and hath brought 

forth the weapons of his indignation: for this is the work of 

the Lord GOD of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans.” 

(Jeremiah 50: 25) Brethren let us take the stock of the 

weapons of war that defeated the insurmountable wall of 

Jericho. 
 

➢ Relationship with God. The Israelites had 

relationship with God. Revelation manifests in the 

forum of relationship. As a result, we need to walk 

with God in righteousness. “The eyes of the Lord 

are on the righteous, and His ears are open to their 

cry.” (Psalm 34:15) We need to relate with our 

Father in Heaven with faith. “Without faith it is 

impossible to please God.” (Hebrew 11:6) We have 

to walk with Him in holiness. “Pursue peace with 

all people, and holiness, without which no one will 

see the Lord.” (Hebrew 12:14) We need to seek His 
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face with humility of spirit. “The humble He guides 

in justice, and the humble He teaches His way.” 

(Psalm 25:9) All these godly attributes must 

manifest in our relationship with God. Without 

relationship, revelation of the word of God and 

divine direction will not be available for someone 

that keep distance away from God. The closed 

relationship of the Israelites with God brought about 

the divine direction of God they received. 

 

➢ Obedience to the instruction of God. It is one thing 

to receive direction but it is another for someone to 

follow the instruction of God. “Now it shall come to 

pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord 

your God, to observe carefully all His 

commandments which I command you today, that 

the Lord your God will set you high above all 

nations of the earth.” (Deuteronomy 28:1) Among 

the instructions of God to the Israelites, He told 

them to compass round the city for specific number 

of times. To some people, it may seem unreasonable 

and illogical, but in as much as it was a directive 

from God, a child of God must abide by the 

instruction. Israelites obeyed the instruction of God 

and they had testimony of faithfulness of God. “If 

you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the good 

of the land.” (Isaiah 1:19) 
 

➢ God also told the Israelites not to say a word 

throughout the period they were circling round 

Jericho. One may wonder and ask, “Why is this 

necessary?” There is time for everything. There is 

time to talk and time to keep quiet. There is time to 
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walk and time to stand still. At the Red Sea, God 

told Moses, “Tell Israel to move forward.” They 

moved forward in faith and they walked on a dry 

ground through the Red Sea because the parted way 

for them. But at Jericho the commandment of God 

was, “walk around and do not talk.” Israelites once 

again obeyed God they did not talk until they 

completed the circling. Loose tongues sink the ship. 

Keep your tongue from murmuring, idle words and 

all profanities. 
 

➢ God finally told the Israelites to let out a shout. Can 

shouting win a battle? Affirmatively Yes! The shout 

of praise is the vote of confidence that the children 

of God have in the Lord their Creator. It is another 

way of affirming that God can do all things. This 

was why the Israelites in the wilderness always give 

testimony about the faithfulness of God, “The Lord 

is good and His mercy endures forever.” It is good 

to praise the Lord and his deeds before all nations 

without being ashamed. 

 

You may, one way or the other, be experiencing the kind of 

insurmountable wall of Jericho in your life. Have you taken 

into consideration the weapons of victory of the children of 

God as stated above? Do you have relationship with your 

Creator like the Israelites? Do you obey His divine 

directions even it seems that it doesn’t make sense? Do you 

just keep quiet before Him and just listen as He directs? 

Have you ever considered that talking too much about 

irrelevances is the bane of the defeat you experienced? 

Were you able to let out a shout of praise in the midst of 

your affliction as your own vote of confidence in the Lord 
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that He is in control of the situation? Brethren, if you can 

faithfully complete your own part, our Merciful God will 

surely complete His own part. He will give you a new song 

of testimony to show for it. 

 

The defeat of Jericho, the most secured city of the 

Canaanites was a strong message to the people in the region 

that the God of Israelites that deliver His own children with 

a stretched hand had taken over the region. The defeat of 

Jericho sent a chilly terror into the spine of all the 

kingdoms in the region. Their confidence departed from 

them. It was no longer whether the Israelites will overcome 

all of them; it was a question of, “Who was going to be the 

next victim of the conqueror?” It is a fearful thing to fall 

into the hand of the Living God. You cannot defeat the 

counsel of God or his wisdom. This made some of these 

kingdoms to device individual approach to diffuse the 

tension in the region militarily or diplomatically.  Some of 

the kingdoms entered into agreement and conspired 

together to fight the Israelites as a single entity, but 

Gibeonites devised a deceitful diplomatic approach.  

 
But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what 
Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, they worked 
craftily, and went and pretended to be ambassadors. 
And they took old sacks on their donkeys, old 
wineskins torn and mended, old and patched sandals 
on their feet, and old garments on themselves; and 
all the bread of their provision was dry and moldy. 
And they went to Joshua, to the camp at Gilgal, and 
said to him and to the men of Israel, "We have come 
from a far country; now therefore, make a covenant 
with us."  (Joshua 9:3-6) 

 

An adage says, “If you cannot beat them, then join them.” 

The Gebionites knew that they could not defeat the 
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Israelites. They thought it was of no use to engage them in 

battle. They preferred to pay tribute money to the Israelites 

to save their kingdom instead of losing lives and properties 

in battle. As a result, they proposed a deceitful treaty with 

the unsuspecting Israelites and the LORD allowed it. A 

great temptation followed immediately after the people of 

God experienced a great victory. “Beware of false 

prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but 

inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by 

their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 

thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; 

but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree 

cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree 

bring forth good fruit.” (Matthew 7:15-18) 

 

The envoys of the Gibeonites deceptively armed 

themselves with tattered clothes, worn out sandals, dry 

rotten and moldy victuals in old sacks and came on the 

donkeys to the Israelites to request for peace treaty. Fraud 

or “419” [as it is popularly known in Nigerian parlance] 

was dated back to the people Gebionites in the Scripture. 

They claimed that they were from distant country whereas 

the people were nearby neighbors. With sweet words they 

persuaded the Israelites. They claimed they heard the fame 

of the God of Israelites, the great deed He did in Egypt, the 

defeat of two kings of Amorites: Sihon the king of Hesbon 

and Og the king of Bashan. They presented their rotten and 

dry victuals they brought as well as their tattered clothes 

and worn out sandals as evidence that they actually came 

from a distant country. The men of Israel sampled their 

dried rotten provisions to ascertain their claims but 

unfortunately, they did not inquire of the Lord about the 

treaty.  A costly mistake! However, Joshua made a treaty of 
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peace with them and the leaders of Israel assembly ratified 

it by oath.  
 

Three days later Israel discovered that Gibeonites had made 

a fool of them. They were close door neighbors.  

Obviously, the congregation of the Lord was not pleased 

with the wrong judgment of the leaders. They complained 

against the decision of the leaders but did not attack the 

Gibeonites. The leaders told the congregation, “We have 

sworn to them by the Lord God of Israel and as a result we 

cannot touch them.” Joshua, a leader and a man of integrity 

he still referenced and acknowledged God in his error, and 

in honor, he upheld the treaty of peace. However, for their 

deceit, the Gibeonites would be woodcutter and water 

carriers for all the congregation. They gladly accept the 

amended terms.    
 

There is a lesson for the wise here. No decision of a child 

of God is too small to table before the Heavenly Father. No 

matter how wise a child of God can be, the wisdom of God 

will shed light to his clumsiness and errors. The wisdom of 

God will enhance a flawless perfect decision. Always be 

careful when it seems you have overcome all odds. When 

you favor rest or rash action against all cautions, when you 

are tired or weary, discouraged or bored, life must not be 

taken for granted. When you just experience great victory, 

or attain a good success, promotion, outstanding 

performance, acquire great things and possess a great 

possession, it is not the time to thrown cautions to the wind. 

Always be careful when opportunities, privileges and 

positions are opened unto you.  When you are at the last 

line of the battle or race, your oars must not be lowered. 

Caution must be your watchword. The enemy might be 

lurking around the corner waiting for a remote chance to 
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strike or turn the victory to defeat. The truth we seem to 

lose sight of when we are making decision is that, 

whenever we are entering into an agreement, covenant or 

treaty with an entity, we are putting everything that we 

worth (both physical and spiritual) at the table of 

negotiation. And this includes our divine connection with 

the Heavenly God, our integrity, our assets and strength. If 

God described the Israelites as the apple of His eyes, a 

peculiar people, a chosen generation, how can Joshua-led 

Israelites sell themselves so cheap to fraudulent Gibeonites 

in the deceptive treaty of peace they made? The priests of 

God were at his disposal. The Urim and Thummim—the 

sacred objects in the ephod of the priest in Israel that were 

used as oracular media to divine the will of God were 

available. But Joshua did not seek the face of God about the 

treaty. What would it cost Joshua to enquire from God, like 

King David, (I Samuel 30:7-8) whether he should enter into 

the treaty of peace instead of relying on his wisdom? 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your 

own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

and He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) The eyes 

of man are one of the input devices into his mind, but the 

eyes of the Lord see beyond the physical realm. He sees the 

intent of the heart of man and discerns his thought. 
 

The resounding defeat against Jericho and the peace treaty 

the Israel had with Gibeonites were a great threat to the 

neighboring kingdoms. Perhaps they concluded that no 

kingdom could singly face the Israelites in battle. The five 

neighboring kingdom ganged together to first of all fight 

Gibeonites as a punitive measure in order to deter other 

nations from making peace treaty with Israelites. Secondly 

they attempted to frustrate the peace treaty and at the same 
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time access the efficacy of the association before turning 

their battle against the Israelites. The battle was also a test 

of integrity of the Israelites regarding the treaty of peace 

they had with Gibeonites in the name of God.  
 

On the strength of the treaty of peace with the people of 

God, the Gibeonites ran to the Israelites cap in hands and 

said, “Do not forsake your servants; come up to us quickly, 

save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who 

dwell in the mountains have gathered together against us.”  

Once beaten twice shy. Israelites had been deceived once 

by the Gibeonites. The leaders were not taking chances. 

Joshua sought the face of God with the request of the 

Gibeonites. The Lord assured the Israelites that He had 

delivered the five kingdoms into the hand of Israelites. In 

the strength of the Lord, the Israelites stepped in to the 

battle-line against the five kingdoms. The hailstones fell 

upon the enemies and killed them. It was in this battle that 

Joshua commanded the sun and moon to stand still. “Sun, 

stand still over Gibeon; and Moon, in the Valley of 

Aijalon." So the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, till 

the people had revenge upon their enemies.” (Joshua 

10:12-13) The heavenly bodies obeyed the words of 

Joshua; they stood in the midst of heaven until the children 

of God completed their victorious battle.  
 

Looking at this scenario from the point of view of science, 

we have come to realize that sun is a massive star at the 

center of the solar system and it does not rotate. The earth 

and other planets orbit round about the sun but the moon is 

a natural satellite that orbits round about the earth. 

Invariably the resultant stop in the rotation of earth and 

moon in their respective axis made sun seemed to stand still 

over Gibeon and moon in the Valley of Ajalon at the 
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command of Joshua. It was a special day that the number of 

hours that makes a day was redefined because it was more 

than usual twenty-four hours. There is power in the word of 

a man that has anointed relationship with the Heavenly 

God. 
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              Chapter 

Possessing Promised 

Land Inheritance 
 

But upon mount Zion shall be deliverance, and 
there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob 
shall possess their possessions. (Obadiah 1:17) 

 
We have heard people talking about this issue before but 

what is the Promised Land? Promised Land is the vision of 

God’s blessing that was birthed by way of promise through 

prophetic utterances of the Living God at the point of 

establishment of His covenant with Abraham. “In the same 

day the Lord made a covenant with Abram saying, Unto thy 

seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the 

great river, the river Euphrates; the Kenites, and the 

Kenizzites, and the Kadmonites and the Hitties, and the 

Perizzites, and the Rephaims and the Amorites, and the 

Canaanites and the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.” 

(Genesis 15:18-21) At the very moment of the remarkable 

promise of the Living God, lightning did not echo the 

words to make it believable. It was not thundering in the 

vicinity to indicate that a great sign commemorated the 

great deed of blessing in the life of Abraham. It just 

happened almost unnoticed, but the faithful power of 

Almighty God was unleashed through His words. A new 

dawn of spiritual blessing quietly unfolded before 

Abraham. The Heavenly Father had entered into an 

awesome relationship with His servant that the entire 

13 
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human race will partake in the abundant blessing of 

Abraham.  

 

The Promised Land is a place where faithful promises of 

God are transformed to reality for the children of the Most 

High God. “That by two immutable things, in which it was 

impossible for God to lie, …” (Hebrews 6:18) Our 

Heavenly Father cannot lie. When His will is declared, no 

one can alter it. His blessed purposes upon His people will 

always come to pass. He declares the end before the 

commencement of the beginning. “Declaring the end from 

the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not 

yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And I will do all 

My pleasure, calling a bird of prey from the east, the man 

who executes My counsel, from a far country. Indeed I have 

spoken it; I will also bring it to pass. I have purposed it; I 

will also do it.” (Isaiah 46:10-11) Because God is not 

limited by the common constrains and limitations that 

characterized the lives of humanity, it is no longer whether 

He can do what He says, it is only when He choose to 

accomplish it. Immediately the word of prophecy comes, 

the executing angels were on assignment to implement His 

words. When the Lord begins His work of His vision, He 

watches over His words to bring it to its full 

implementation. “For I am the LORD: I will speak, and the 

word that I shall speak shall come to pass; it shall be no 

more prolonged: for in your days, O rebellious house, will I 

say the word, and will perform it, saith the Lord GOD.” 

(Ezekiel 12:25) You cannot miss the traces of the working 

power of God in the Bible. His faithfulness had never 

failed. 

 



Possession Promised Land Inheritance 

- 231 - 

 

The Promised Land is a place where the power of God is at 

the disposal of the righteous to overcome the perennial and 

insurmountable problems. Anyone with God is a majority.  

This truth eluded the ten majority spies that were appointed 

to walk through the length and breadth of the land. When 

Joshua and the rest of the congregation of the Lord entered 

the Promised Land, the faithful testimony of Joshua and 

Caleb manifested. The divine strength of the presence of 

Almighty God was available to the remnant household of 

Israel to do exploit. The Heavenly God led Israelites to 

destroy the insurmountable Wall of Jericho.  The wall of 

Jericho was the symbolic military strength of the people 

dwelling in the city then. The wall fell down flat because 

the people of God followed the commandment of the 

Heavenly Mighty Warrior that was leading them in battle. 

The giants in the land could not stand the firepower of the 

Israelites because the Lord God was with His people. The 

lesson for my dear readers here is simple, ‘if you are 

walking along in faith and in obedience to God’s words you 

are not alone, the presence of God is with you.’   

 

The land that is flowing with milk and honey is for grabs 

for the people who possessed the covenant’s right to have 

it. A covenant is a spiritual instrument that established a 

relationship between a divinity and humanity. “In the same 

day the Lord made a covenant with Abram saying, Unto thy 

seed have I given this land ….” The covenant right of 

possession in the Promised Land is determined by 

inheritance of the children of covenant. You have to be the 

succeeding living children of a deceased parent before you 

possess the right of inheritance of the parent. The 

generation of Israel, the biological offspring of Abraham 
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were the physical and biological living children of covenant 

that possess exclusive right to the physical inheritance of 

the Promised Land.  

 

Yet there are other class of children of covenant that 

possessed right of inheritance to Abrahamic covenant. “…. 

and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 

(Genesis 12:3) These people are not biological offspring of 

Abraham. They were strangers to the commonwealth of the 

love of God before. They were not known as people of God 

earlier. In fact, they were enemies of God but they were 

saved by grace through faith at the point of their 

repentance.  “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and 

that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” (Ephesians 

2:8)  “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 

an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth 

the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into 

his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, 

but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 

mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9-10) 

They were those who have been redeemed by the precious 

blood of Jesus Christ. The redemptive blood of the Lamb of 

God grafted them to the spiritual covenant of Abraham. 

They possess equal right of inheritance to the Abrahamic 

covenant by their spiritual adoption. 

 

Another important thing we should know about possessing 

the inheritance in the Promised Land is that, only those 

who know the value of their inheritance endeavor to desire 

after it. The natural raw gold nugget is not different from 

other dirty-looking earthly element in its natural abode. 

Only the people that recognize its precious value desire 
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after it. Esau did not recognize the value of the inheritance 

of the first-born’s birthright blessing of his father. He 

despised it and foolishly exchanged it for the pot of lentils. 

“And Esau said to Jacob, "Please feed me with that same 

red stew, for I am weary." Therefore his name was called 

Edom. But Jacob said, "Sell me your birthright as of this 

day." And Esau said, "Look, I am about to die; so what is 

this birthright to me?" Then Jacob said, "Swear to me as of 

this day." So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to 

Jacob. And Jacob gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then 

he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau 

despised his birthright.” (Genesis 25:30-34) Jacob initially 

did not possess right to the first-born blessing but he 

desired it. And because he desired it, he did whatever that it 

required to get it at all costs.  

 

Perhaps you are wondering why Jacob desired this blessing 

so much. The first-born blessing according to Jewish 

custom is a double portion of the inheritance of the father. 

If a father has two children, the first-born will receive 

sixty-six point sixty-seven percent of the inheritance of his 

father. In the case of Isaac, the father of Esau and Jacob, 

the mantle of Abrahamic covenant blessing was part of the 

inheritance he was about to leave for his two sons. In a 

shrewd business-manner negotiation, Jacob bargained for it 

with exchange of an agreed cost of his lunch. Esau ate the 

pottage of lentils and went away. It is not possible to eat 

one’s cake and have it again. Although there are some 

scheming on the part of Jacob and the questionable support 

of his mother when he manipulatively obtained the blessing 

from his father, Isaac, but the real spiritual transfer of the 

birthright blessing had already taken place by the agreed 
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medium of exchange. By the time Esau realized the 

importance of the blessing, it was too late.  He sought it 

with tears he could not lay his hands on it.  

 

There are many people like Esau today. They have right to 

the inheritance of the blessing of God. They were born into 

the family of God. They were raised and nurtured in the 

wisdom of God. But they never know the value of the 

inheritance of the Lord’s blessing. They discarded their 

Godly family and the inheritance of blessings thereof. They 

strayed away and got lost into the estrange worldliness. 

 

Knowing the precious value of one’s inheritance is not 

enough. You also have to establish your right to the 

inheritance. You have to pursue it vigorously and execute 

the right of possession in order to obtain it. A brilliant 

example of how children of God need to pursue the right to 

their inheritance is the case study  

 
Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: "You 
know the word which the Lord said to Moses the man of 
God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea. I was forty 
years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from 
Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, and I brought back 
word to him as it was in my heart. Nevertheless my 
brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people 
melt, but I wholly followed the Lord my God. So Moses 
swore on that day, saying, 'Surely the land where your foot 
has trodden shall be your inheritance and your children's 
forever, because you have wholly followed the Lord my 
God.' And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, as He 
said, these forty-five years, ever since the Lord spoke this 
word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and 
now, here I am this day, eighty-five years old. As yet I am 
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as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just 
as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, 
both for going out and for coming in. Now therefore, give 
me this mountain of which the Lord spoke in that day; for 
you heard in that day how the Anakim were there, and that 
the cities were great and fortified. It may be that the Lord 
will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the 
Lord said." And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance. Hebron 
therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of 
Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly 
followed the Lord God of Israel. (Joshua 14:6-14) 
 

Reading the account of Caleb, you will notice the rare 

attribute of a righteous man: The heart of a great warrior, 

who praised, dedicated and appreciated the Almighty God 

in past victory. He was a man of God who had a resound 

hope for future victory in battle through the LORD that can 

never fail. He saw victory already through God in war that 

he was yet to fight. This unique event in the life of Caleb 

was a lesson to all believers that the Almighty God still 

rewards faithfulness. He was an evidence of a believer 

confirming that God indeed can honor believers with 

perfect health even in the old age. Caleb was a man who 

had a great dream and counted on the righteous God to 

fulfill it. He was a generation of anointed believer who got 

his inheritance by standing on the truth of the word of God. 

Caleb was a man full of grace who believed God forty-five 

years before now and still abided in faith in his old age. He 

served the Lord in love and in faith to the end.  Caleb, 

powerful but patient warrior who will prefer the honor of 

others (Joshua) above himself and will pursue victory for 

all over and above his personal desires.   
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It was the chronological history of obedience of the faithful 

servant of God, mingled with the faithfulness of God, that 

brought God’s promises to pass in the life of Caleb. In the 

strength of this sustaining faith he was able to come before 

Joshua, the successor of Moses on behalf of his tribe, to 

press for their share of inheritance in the Promised Land. 

Joshua did not seek for evidence of the request of Caleb 

because he was one of the two leaders that gave a minority 

report of faith that Israelites can possess the land.  

 
Then came the daughters of Zelophehad the son of 
Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 
Manasseh, from the families of Manasseh the son of 
Joseph; and these were the names of his daughters: 
Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. And they stood 
before Moses, before Eleazar the priest, and before the 
leaders and all the congregation, by the doorway of the 
tabernacle of meeting, saying: "Our father died in the 
wilderness; but he was not in the company of those who 
gathered together against the Lord, in company with Korah, 
but he died in his own sin; and he had no sons. Why should 
the name of our father be removed from among his family 
because he had no son? Give us a possession among our 
father's brothers." So Moses brought their case before the 
Lord. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: "The daughters 
of Zelophehad speak what is right; you shall surely give 
them a possession of inheritance among their father's 
brothers, and cause the inheritance of their father to pass to 
them. And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: 
'If a man dies and has no son, then you shall cause his 
inheritance to pass to his daughter. If he has no daughter, 
then you shall give his inheritance to his brothers. If he has 
no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his 
father's brothers. And if his father has no brothers, then you 
shall give his inheritance to the relative closest him in his 
family, and he shall possess it.' " And it shall be to the 
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children of Israel a statute of judgment, just as the Lord 
commanded Moses.(Numbers 27:1-11) 1452 BC 

 
The story of the pursuit of the inheritance of the daughters 

of Zelophehad was really interesting. These women 

exhibited an outstanding bravery in righteousness that 

should be an example of how Christian women should be 

approaching difficult situations. In this particular region of 

the world, up to our time of civilization, women were 

relatively quiet and silent. They were only expected to 

watch their male counterparts playing their masculine roles 

in leadership while waiting on the sideline watching.  

 

The women during the time were expected to be home 

builders, nursing babies and caring for their husbands. But 

the daughters of Zelophehad did not wait on the sidelines. 

In their exhibition of bravery they did not agitate. They did 

not dress down the elders as ignorant leaders for their 

oversights. They did not gossip. No slandering was 

reported about them. They did not behave themselves 

unseemly and defiantly against their leaders. They did not 

put up a character of women liberation that had 

characterized our society today. They did not operate in the 

rebellious undertone of equality with men. They did not 

approach Moses with a slogan, “What men can do, women 

can do better.” They did not protest in an over-civilized 

ways that are characterized the women of our time that 

made some of them demonstrated nakedly against the 

inappropriate regulations of the people in authority.  

 

The daughters of Zelophehad engaged in a tough job 

because since the day of John the Baptist the kingdom of 

God suffers violence and the violent takes it by force. It is 
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important for a believer to know his right in the kingdom 

and pursue it. If anyone lacks wisdom in this area, let him 

ask from God. Obviously, they had meeting with each other 

to discuss their grievances.  In the meeting, they decided 

the best way to approach the issue. The fact that they 

appeared at the gate of the tenth of meeting was an 

indication that they must have sought the face of God in 

prayer and fasting that God might grant them their own 

inheritance. They approached Moses in humility and 

provided facts about their tribes that can guide Moses in his 

leadership decision. And they pressed for their own share 

of the inheritance in the Promised Land. 

 

They were daughters of Abraham and therefore their 

demand was authentic.  Their father was among Israelites 

that toiled in the forty years of the wilderness experience of 

Israelites therefore their demands were genuine. As genuine 

and authentic their claim was, Moses did not say “yes” to 

their request because his righteous execution of justice 

according to the word of God was at stake. He did not say 

“no” to them, simply because there was no similar 

precedent in the history of the leadership of Moses to 

strengthen their claim.  In short, he did not rush to make 

irrational decision. The issue posed a difficult decision to 

Moses.  Moses sought the face of God for an answer. And 

the Lord, the Righteous Father told Moses, “The daughters 

of Zelophehad speak what is right; you shall surely give 

them a possession of inheritance among their father's 

brothers, and cause the inheritance of their father to pass 

to them.”  It was like winning a high prized Supreme Court 

case. The difference is that the Supreme Court of heaven 

spoke in favor of the righteous women. God rewarded their 
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righteousness.  In addition, a new decree came forth on 

how the law of inheritance should be administered in Israel 

in such a way that the inheritance of a deceased person will 

pass to his succeeding generation regardless of their 

genders. 

 
But Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the 
son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, had no sons, but 
only daughters. And these are the names of his 
daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah. 
And they came near before Eleazar the priest, before 
Joshua the son of Nun, and before the rulers, saying, 
"The Lord commanded Moses to give us an inheritance 
among our brothers." Therefore, according to the 
commandment of the Lord, he gave them an inheritance 
among their father's brothers. (Joshua 17:3-4) 1444 BC 

 
Perhaps you think that was all we can learn from the 

daughters of Zelophehad. One important attribute of these 

women was patience. After heaven had spoken in their 

favor, they waited for the appointed time of eight long 

years to receive their inheritance. Perhaps you are 

wondering what they were doing during the long years.  

They were trusting God to fulfill His blessing in their lives.  

It is one thing to receive a favorable judgment, it is another 

thing to enjoy the blessing thereof. The daughters of 

Zelophehad trusted in the Lord to bring the blessing of their 

inheritance of Promised Land to pass in their lives. Are you 

wondering about what must have brought about the delay 

before they possessed their inheritance?  The facts were not 

stated in the scripture but obviously, among other things, 

the Israelites were still fighting in battle to recover the land 

from the Canaanites occupants.  At last they possessed their 

inheritance in the Promised Land. 
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Not all the tribes possessed the boldness of Caleb and 

daughters of Zelophehad. Some were prompted by a way of 

encouragement to proceed to possess their inheritance. 

Although they know the precious value of their inheritance 

and they know that they possess valid right to the 

inheritance but they did not make a move to possess their 

inheritance.  Many factors can be responsible for this. It 

may be that wisdom on how to go about it was eluding the 

people.  It may be the people are building their confidence 

in themselves instead of putting their trust in the Heavenly 

King. Perhaps they considered their strength as inadequate 

to go forward to fight the Canaanites in order to obtain their 

inheritance. There can be timidity in the camp. Joshua 

noted the slackness among the tribes but he did not slack in 

his leadership. “And there remained among the children of 

Israel seven tribes, which had not yet received their 

inheritance.  And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, 

“How long are ye slack to go to possess the land, which the 

Lord God of your fathers hath given you.” The righteous 

leaders in the camp did not take advantage of their timidity. 

They stood tall in righteousness. They strengthened and 

encouraged the weak to make a move towards possessing 

their possession. The leaders in the vineyard of God are 

expected to exhibit righteous voices. They are resounding 

voices of hope to the helpless to ensure that the poor are not 

relegated to the forgotten background. They are to be 

voices of righteous judgment so that the poor and the weak 

are not subjected to the oppression and exploitation of the 

strong.  Joshua demonstrated an excellent example of God 

in the way he equitably administered over the allocation of 

the inheritance of the Lord’s people. Like our God who is 

respecter of no persons, Joshua was just, he was fair, 
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equitable and righteous. Joshua did not enrich himself at 

the expenses of the timid tribes.  He encouraged them and 

put up a plan that would ensure that all the tribes were 

proportionately considered in the distribution of the 

inheritance. 

 

There are great lessons to all believers here. If you ask 

anything in the name of Jesus without a doubtful mind, it 

shall be done unto you. “If ye shall ask any thing in my 

name, I will do it.” (John 14:14) Have faith in the Lord, 

trust in His divine purposes and rely in the promise of God 

that He will do what He promise to do. He can never fail, 

He will never lie. At the appointed time, He will remember 

His promise and will make it good. God is not unrighteous 

to forget our labor of love as in Caleb he will surely reward 

our faithfulness and labor in Him. “Therefore, my beloved 

brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 

the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 

labour is not in vain in the Lord.” (I Corinthians 15:58) 

Our defense in the Lord is mighty not weak. “For the 

weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 

God to the pulling down of strong holds.” (II Corinthians 

10:4) Enemy cannot derail us on the way. The Heavenly 

Father will certainly take you to the Promised Land, but the 

onus is on you to possess your inheritance.  The Lord is 

ready to fill your dining table with assorted food, but you 

have to make up your mind, put necessary effort in place to 

transport the choice delicacies to your stomach yourself. In 

order to possess your possession in the wilderness journey 

of life, you have to enter into partnership with God.  You 

have to walk with Him by faith, exercise patience and 

obedience to His commandment and watch your wilderness 
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journey turned into Promised Land. The faithful Father will 

lead you to walk into your inheritance. 

 
So the Lord gave to Israel all the land of which He had 
sworn to give to their fathers, and they took possession of it 
and dwelt in it. The Lord gave them rest all around, 
according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not 
a man of all their enemies stood against them; the Lord 
delivered all their enemies into their hand. Not a word failed 
of any good thing which the Lord had spoken to the house 
of Israel. All came to pass. (Joshua 21:43-45) 

 
The above passage is the segment of the physical 

conclusion of the covenant of God with Abraham in 

Genesis Chapter 15:18-21 In the same day the Lord made a 

covenant with Abram saying,” Unto thy seed have I given 

this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river 

Euphrates. The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the 

Kadmonites, and the Hitties, and the Perizzites, and the 

Rephaims and the Amorites, and the Caaanites, and the 

Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”  Comparing the word of 

God at the point His covenant with Abraham with the 

fulfillment passage above, you will notice the emptiness of 

Abraham at the beginning, you will also behold with 

amazement the abundant fullness of blessings of God upon 

the seed of Abraham at the appointed time of God. In 

between the time frames you can see the manifestation of 

power and mightiness of Almighty God. You cannot miss 

the attribute of integrity in the character of our Heavenly 

Father. You will find it easy to deduce that none of the 

spoken words of God fell to the ground unfulfilled in the 

lives of the Patriarchs. Then you will understand why these 

Patriarchs could walk in the confidence of the word of God.  

If the faithfulness of God did not fail in the lives of these 
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Patriarchs, the Lord’s faithfulness will not fail in our own 

generation, in Jesus name, Amen. 

 
I could have ended this chapter in the last paragraph 

without going further.  But I do not intend to present the 

scripture as a fairy-tale. As a result, let us consider a little 

detail to buttress the truth. Every victory in the battle has its 

story and every defeat in battle has its own story. The 

conquerors can tell the story of their victories because the 

delightsome plunder of the battle is the evidence of their 

victory. They can sing the heroic victory songs. Their 

women could take to the street and danced to welcome their 

brave and victorious warriors. They can reflect on the 

intensive battle that led to the capture of the prominent 

enemies. They can discuss how to share the plunder of the 

war. They can discuss their logistics and the skillful usage 

of their weapons. The victors always think about their lost 

loved ones in battle. It is always assumed that the deaths of 

the heroes are necessary means to an end and that their 

lives are not wasted in vain. They can take account of the 

number of the lost and ensure proper arrangement for 

consolation and adequate compensation of their family 

members. They can discuss how other people can be 

recruited and enlisted in battle as their replacement. They 

can consider their battle plans and device a way to improve 

on it. The new vanquisher will be added to the defeated list.    

 

On the other hand, the story of the vanquishers is different. 

It is centered on their poor planning and lack of effective 

logistic. But it always ends in the thought of their loved 

ones they lost in the battle field. Their story may leads to 

the expression of the pain that accompanied their 

subjugation.  It can linger on to include the sorrowful pain 
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of their slavery, the harrowing experience of the 

disorganization of their family setting as a result of the war 

and the fact that they had lost all their livelihood as a 

plunder to their conquerors. In any way we consider the 

stories of victory and defeat in a battle, it is a lesson for the 

living. The question is, “Does humanity learn from the 

horrific experience of war?” 

 

War has so many names.  Some calls it conflict. Other 

people know it as mere misunderstanding. At times, it is 

termed as friction between two parties or simply as a state 

of unrest. Each of the names of the war has the same 

characteristics.  Fundamentally, it is always exists between 

right and wrong, between righteous standing and 

unrighteous motives. Disagreements that arose from 

egoistic ideologies always ensue between the parties. The 

parties always go after each other’s neck with the ultimate 

aim of subduing one another or possibly destroy each other. 

 

To this end, we may ask ourselves a pertinent question, 

“What causes a war?” There are many factors to this big 

problem of mankind. A big war may begin with a little 

member of our body called the tongue. “Even so the tongue 

is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a 

forest a little fire kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a world 

of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it 

defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of 

nature; and it is set on fire by hell. For every kind of beast 

and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and 

has been tamed by mankind. But no man can tame the 

tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.” (James 

3:5-8) It may include the demonstration of stubbornness in 

the life of the warring parties. It may be the existence of 
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age-long historical socio/political grievances between the 

warring nations which had been passing on from one 

generation to another. It may be cheer aggrandizement of 

evil doing, like deliberate cheating, wickedness and other 

kinds of unrighteousness that makes the powerful warring 

nation think that he can always run down on other feeble 

nation at will. And because every nation is sovereign, the 

sovereignty of the nation came under attack. The quest for 

dominance will ensue. War is always the determinant that 

spells victory for the conqueror and defeat for the 

vanquished. 

 

Relating the principles that causes war in our day-to-day 

life you will realize that every struggle we undertake in life 

is gearing towards a certain battle.  At times selfish interest 

may be the enemy that we need to conquer in order to come 

under the subjection of the righteousness of God.  On the 

other hand, it may be the spiritual pollution of our minds 

we need to overcome by the word of God so that our minds 

may be subjected to the will of God. In these two battles 

against self and mind, the effective weapon is the word of 

God.  “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your 

mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you 

may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For 

then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will 

have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) If a man is devoid of this 

important sword of the spirit, the lurking enemy of man 

that has been anxiously waiting to conquer him will easily 

take control of the person.  That is why some people never 

see anything good about themselves and descended so low 

to extent of attempting to commit suicide.  That is why 

some had yielded their minds to become workshop and 
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instrument of manipulation in the hand Satan for the 

destruction of humanity without any qualms.  

 

Stepping out of this premise, the next battleground is our 

relationship with other people. Three things always 

manifest in our relation with people.  We may love or hate 

an individual or we may be neutral towards toward him. 

One may love another person because of mutual personal 

and pleasant reasons. The personal relationship may 

include racial compatibility, kind gestures extended to one 

another and other kinds of positive attitude we expressed 

towards each other. One may also love a person because 

one of his close associates loves the person. The opposite 

of these two scenarios are some of the reasons why some 

people hate others. Couple with other reasons like racial 

discrimination, envy and all the associated element of evil 

attitudes of mankind. God did not leave us in darkness 

about the spiritual guidelines of righteousness by which we 

are to deal with each other.  “A new commandment I give to 

you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 

you also love one another. By this all will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John 

13:34-35) “Be kindly affectionate to one another with 

brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another.” 

(Romans 12:10)  Man is not created to be neutral towards 

each other. Man is a social agent. We have natural tendency 

to love or hate others. It is somehow difficult for man to 

live a neutral live. If this type of life is noticed in a person, 

we said the person is anti-social.  Generally, neutrality does 

not promote love and friendship among humanity.  

 

Insensitiveness had become a permanent tenant in the life 

of many. It is one of the factors that is waging deadly wars 
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in the life of mankind. This evil social order had brought 

forth many evil children of pride, hatred, willful cheating, 

undue cruelty, undue ambition and wanton destruction that 

tend to force one man under another as sign of superiority 

to the detriment of others. When this evil engulfs a 

community against another or a nation against another, we 

called it war. Every act of war brings unthinkable 

destruction upon precious lives and properties. 
 

The different version of the stories of the victors and the 

vanquishers is presenting a specific message to the wise. 

The various reasons why war breaks out among humanity 

is a message of the end result of righteousness and 

unrighteousness that clearly depict the picture of the 

struggles of mankind.  And the ultimate end of all kinds of 

struggles of mankind is eternity. It is a battle to be 

righteous and holy.  It is a serious battle to obey the 

commandments of God. It is a battle to love the unlovable 

and exhibit kindness to all.  It is a battle to win the battle of 

mind. Some will certainly end up in eternity of rest because 

of righteous battle he engages on while on earth. Some will 

end up in the eternity of anguish and pain because of sinful 

battle they engaged on while on earth. That is why it is 

important to know that you are on the side of the Lord as 

you fight and struggle on earth. We should not fight 

foolishly and ignorantly. Do not follow multitude to do 

evil. Paul admonished Timothy and all believers of the 

word of God, to “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on 

eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast 

professed a good profession before many witnesses.” (1 

Timothy 6:12)  He also testified about himself that, “I have 

fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 

the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
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righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall 

give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them 

also that love his appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8) 

 

One may ask, why it seems that God supports one nation in 

battle against another although He is the Creator of man. In 

any way we consider the issue of war among man, no one 

can point an accusing finger unto the Heavenly Father.  The 

thoughts of God are far different from the reasoning of 

man. “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your 

ways My ways,” says the Lord. “For as the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 

ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-

9) Evidently, man does not and cannot comprehend the 

thought of the Heavenly King.  Certainly, the choice of the 

Heavenly Father to support one nation against the other in a 

battle between two nations is the prerogative of the 

righteousness of God Almighty. Every decision of the Lord 

emanated from the precept of His righteous justice.   

 

There are many hows and whys we do not know about the 

ways of the Lord. But we know that from the time of Adam 

and Eve in Eden, death had been the judgment for the 

sinfulness of mankind. It could be combination of physical 

and spiritual death. That is the principle of the Righteous 

Judge that says, ‘the wages of sin is death,’ (Romans 6:23) 

“Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so 

also the soul of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it 

shall die.” (Ezekiel 18:4) The face of the Lord is against 

them that do evil to cut off the remembrance of them from 

earth. (Psalm 34:16) The bitter truth that people do not 

want to hear is that, God had programmed the unrepented 

sinners and evil doers for permanent destruction. You will 
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now understand why God utterly destroyed the wicked 

world of Noah and only saved the righteous family of 

Noah. You will also understand why God destroyed the 

Sodom and Gomorrah because of their sinfulness. 

 

Certainly, we also know that war is a strategic weapon in 

the hand of Almighty God to frustrate the iniquities of the 

wicked and subdue them so that their unrepented remnants 

will not be able to continue to perpetrate evil among 

humanity. “But in the fourth generation they shall come 

hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 

full.” (Genesis 15:16) At the point of God’s covenant with 

Abraham, He declared the judgment of sinful fourth 

generation of the Amorites. God used the name Amorites to 

describe the ten sinful groups of Canaanites that had been 

slated for destruction because of their unrepented sins. 

(Genesis 15:19-21) We also know that God is a merciful 

Father. He always gives a long rope to the sinner in order to 

offer him enough opportunity for repentance. But if the 

sinner developed a mindset of non-repentance and 

nonchalant attitude about his sinfulness, the righteous 

judgment of the Heavenly Father will follow. Perhaps you 

are wondering, ‘What are the iniquities of the Amorites? 

Their iniquities includes homosexualism, incest, idolatry, 

adultery, bestiality, whoredom, witchcraft, murder, etc. 

(Leviticus 18) Because of the predominant idolatry and 

abominations of the Canaanites, they set themselves up as 

abominable nations waiting for the judgment of God.  

 

That is why when there is a conflict that involves wicked 

people that had been slated for God’s judgment; the 

Righteous God always gives an upper hand to the 

instrument of His judgment against the wicked. When the 
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hands of God’s instruments are strengthened, the people 

will experience victory in their battle. When the strength of 

the wicked are weakened they will experience defeat in 

battle. To this end, we can deduce that some of the reasons 

for war can be spiritual. It can be the sinfulness of mankind 

and the effect of the war is the objective of the Heavenly 

King as to what He intended the war to achieve. This 

standard is universal to all that did not repent of their sins. 

There are many instances in the scripture that God used war 

to judge the wickedness of His own people when they 

deviated and drifted into the abominable practices of the 

Canaanites.  He allowed the Babylonians kingdom to 

enslave the Israelites when they sinned.  At the appointed 

time when they repented of their sins, God forgave them 

and delivered them from the hands of the oppressors. 

 

Finally, by covenant, God had given the land of Canaan to 

Abraham and his seeds over four hundred years before 

Israelites finally reached the Promised Land.  By covenant, 

the Sovereign God gave a land unto Israel, His favorable 

generation.  The Canaanites that were occupying the land at 

the arrival of the rightful owners in the Promised Land 

became squatters. The squatters that constituted the 

Southern and Northern kingdoms of the Canaanites will not 

agree to leave and easily relinquish the land quietly to 

Israelites like that without a fight. When the war broke out 

between Israelites and the Canaanites, that was why the 

favor of the Heavenly King tilted faithfully and righteously 

in favor of the Israelites that were, at that moment, walking 

in obedience to God’s commandment according to the tenet 

of His covenant with Abraham their forefather.  
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Even if the scripture did not report every detail event 

relating to conquest of Israelites against all her enemies 

beyond the Jordan, the faithfulness of God was never in 

doubt. The victory of the people of God over the 

Canaanites was the evidence of the faithfulness of God. All 

the Southern kingdoms that comprised of Jericho, Ai, 

Bethel Upper and Lower Beth Horon, Makkedah, Aijalon, 

Libnah, Eglon, Lachish met their waterloo. They were 

utterly destroyed in battle and the Israel took possession of 

their land. The northern kingdoms knew that what had 

befallen the southern kingdom was coming their way. It 

was a question of time. The entire northern kingdoms of 

Canaanites that comprised of Amorites, the Hittites, the 

Perizzites, the Jebusites and the Hivites came together to 

present a formidable warring force against the Israelites. If 

only the enemies of Israel knew who they were fighting 

against, they should have chosen to embark on another 

peaceful plan. “For though we walk in the flesh, we do not 

war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare 

are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down 

strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing 

that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing 

every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and 

being ready to punish all disobedience when your 

obedience is fulfilled.” (II Corinthians 10:4-6) The enemy 

did not know that they were indirectly fighting against the 

Creator of Heaven and Earth who had made a 

pronouncement of victory for His children before the battle 

began. The Lord Himself was the captain of the battle of 

His children. Then the campaign of war against the 

Canaanites was in accordance to the blessed will of 

Almighty God. That was why the outcome of it was in the 

favor of the people of God. 
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              Chapter 

The Parting Words 

of the Righteous 
 

Now it came to pass, a long time after the Lord had given rest to 
Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua was old, 
advanced in age. And Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders, 
for their heads, for their judges, and for their officers, and said to 
them: "I am old, advanced in age. You have seen all that the Lord 
your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the 
Lord your God is He who has fought for you. See, I have divided 
to you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for 
your tribes, from the Jordan, with all the nations that I have cut off, 
as far as the Great Sea westward. And the Lord your God will 
expel them from before you and drive them out of your sight. So 
you shall possess their land, as the Lord your God promised you. 
Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written 
in the Book of the Law of Moses, lest you turn aside from it to the 
right hand or to the left, and lest you go among these nations, 
these who remain among you. You shall not make mention of the 
name of their gods, nor cause anyone to swear by them; you shall 
not serve them nor bow down to them, but you shall hold fast to 
the Lord your God, as you have done to this day. For the Lord has 
driven out from before you great and strong nations; but as for 
you, no one has been able to stand against you to this day. One 
man of you shall chase a thousand, for the Lord your God is He 
who fights for you, as He promised you. Therefore take careful 
heed to yourselves, that you love the Lord your God. Or else, if 
indeed you do go back, and cling to the remnant of these nations--
these that remain among you--and make marriages with them, 
and go in to them and they to you, know for certain that the Lord 
your God will no longer drive out these nations from before you. 
But they shall be snares and traps to you, and scourges on your 
sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land 
which the Lord your God has given you. "Behold, this day I am 
going the way of all the earth. And you know in all your hearts and 

14 
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in all your souls that not one thing has failed of all the good things 
which the Lord your God spoke concerning you. All have come to 
pass for you; not one word of them has failed. Therefore it shall 
come to pass, that as all the good things have come upon you 
which the Lord your God promised you, so the Lord will bring upon 
you all harmful things, until He has destroyed you from this good 
land which the Lord your God has given you. When you have 
transgressed the covenant of the Lord your God, which He 
commanded you, and have gone and served other gods, and 
bowed down to them, then the anger of the Lord will burn against 
you, and you shall perish quickly from the good land which He has 
given you." (Joshua 23) 
 

"Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, 
and put away the gods which your fathers served on the other 
side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord! And if it seems evil 
to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were 
on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord." So the people answered and said: "Far be it from us 
that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for the Lord 
our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of bondage, who did those great signs in 
our sight, and preserved us in all the way that we went and among 
all the people through whom we passed. And the Lord drove out 
from before us all the people, including the Amorites who dwelt in 
the land. We also will serve the Lord, for He is our God." But 
Joshua said to the people, "You cannot serve the Lord, for He is a 
holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your 
transgressions nor your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve 
foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume 
you, after He has done you good." And the people said to Joshua, 
"No, but we will serve the Lord!" So Joshua said to the people, 
"You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the 
Lord for yourselves, to serve Him." And they said, "We are 
witnesses!" "Now therefore," he said, "put away the foreign gods 
which are among you, and incline your heart to the Lord God of 
Israel." And the people said to Joshua, "The Lord our God we will 
serve, and His voice we will obey!" So Joshua made a covenant 
with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an 
ordinance in Shechem. Then Joshua wrote these words in the 



Parting words of the Righteous 

- 255 - 

 

Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone, and set it up 
there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. And 
Joshua said to all the people, "Behold, this stone shall be a 
witness to us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord which He 
spoke to us. It shall therefore be a witness to you, lest you deny 
your God." (Joshua 24:14-27) 

 

God never leave the righteous in darkness about the 

situations that concern them.  We have record of the 

faithfulness of God when Moses was about to be gathered 

unto his fathers.  God commanded him about the steps to 

take to commission Joshua as his successor.  He was able to 

prepare the heart of the Israelites for the change of 

leadership and also encouraged the leaders to obey God and 

cooperate with the new leader.  Hezekiah was not left in 

darkness when we he was about to be gathered unto his 

fathers. He even negotiated with God in prayer that he was 

not ready yet and God granted him additional fifteen years 

with sign of reversal shadow of the sun by ten degree 

backward. 

 

Although it was not specifically stated in the scripture that 

God told Joshua that it was about time for him to be 

gathered on his fathers, but the preparation of the righteous 

servant, who succeeded Moses indicated that God gave him 

the grace of knowing that the time had come. Joshua 

followed the steps of his predecessor.  He assembled all the 

five categories of Israelites namely: all Israel, tribal elders, 

various heads, judges and various officers.  He reminded 

them of the faithfulness of God in the way He had carried 

them along through thick and thin, His miraculous deeds 

and uncountable victories He gave them over their enemies 

until He finally brought them to the Promised Land that He 

had covenanted to give to the seed of Abraham their 

forefather. 
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Joshua also rendered account of his faithful services 

according to the commandment of God unto Israelites. He 

recounted the way he faithfully led them in battles, in the 

way he demonstrated righteous leadership over the people 

of God. He intimated them the way he led to promoted 

righteous relationship between Israelites and the Living 

God in the fear of God and finally in the way he divided 

their inheritance according to the commandment of God. 

 

Joshua encouraged them to forge ahead in righteousness 

and holiness, worshipping the Living God and never 

attempt to backslide and drifted away from His divine 

presence.  He strongly warned them about the remnant of 

the natives in the land they occupied never to yoke with 

them in anyway.  He commanded that they should maintain 

a complete separation from the natives so that they will not 

be ensnared in the idolatry of the Canaanites and fall into 

sins. 

 

Finally, he reminded them of the judgment of God that will 

overtake them as a result of the consequence of violation of 

the commandment of God.  He made it clear to them that as 

God fulfilled all His promises of blessing to them the same 

way He will ensure that all His judgment manifested upon 

them if they failed to uphold the commandment of God. 

 

As if the first assembly was not enough, Joshua called for 

second assembly of the same class of Israelites.  He retold 

their story of their wilderness journey beginning from the 

history of their family lineage from Abraham their 

forefather to the time of the possession of their inheritance 

in the promise land.  Obviously, the second retold story of 

their wilderness journey to the Promised Land was 
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specifically designed to establish a witness between him 

and the Israelites. As he had done in the first assembly of 

the Israelites, he charged them to serve the Lord with all 

sincerity, “Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in 

sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your 

fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. 

Serve the Lord!” (Joshua 24:14) He left them with a choice 

that comes with sinful option “And if it seems evil to you to 

serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you 

will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that 

were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the 

Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 

house, we will serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15)  Joshua made 

his election sure and certain in his open declaration when 

he said, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.”  

The people also accented to the instruction of Joshua in 

unison and with strong words they declared, “God forbid 

that we should forsake the Lord and serve other gods.” 

(Joshua 17-18) Joshua ended his words and said, “Ye are 

witness against yourselves that ye have chosen you the 

Lord, to serve Him.”  And the people responded together, 

“We are witnesses.”  Joshua them made a covenant with 

the people, documented it in the book of law of God and set 

it as a statute and ordinance. 

 

From the leadership meeting that Joshua had with all class 

of Israelites you will note that the victories he had over all 

the kingdoms of Amorites and Canaanites were nothing to 

him.  The grace of becoming the champion among 

Israelites to lead the people of God to their inheritance did 

not matter as much to Joshua as the salvation of Israelites.  

The last battle he could not afford to lose was the battle for 

the salvation of the people of God.  Certainly, Joshua lived 
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uprightly as a righteous leader worthy of emulation in 

Israel. He led to foster a righteous and stronger relationship 

with God.  It is one thing to get people into a righteous 

relationship; it is another thing to ensure that the people 

consistently maintain the relationship in such a way that 

they in turn will be able to leave a legacy of righteousness 

to their succeeding generation. That was why Joshua took 

many steps to get the people committed to their covenant so 

that the righteous legacy he left behind will not become a 

forgotten history among the Israelites. He desired that the 

Israelites might be faithful and consistent in their worship 

of Almighty God and never drifted from His divine 

presence. 

 

Was the desire for the salvation of Israelites only peculiar 

to Joshua alone?  Absolutely not! The same was the last 

concern of his predecessor, Moses. Before the death of 

Moses God revealed the extent of unfaithful life the 

Israelites will be living. He also made clear unto Moses the 

devastating judgment that will come upon them. “Behold, 

you will rest with your fathers; and this people will rise and 

play the harlot with the gods of the foreigners of the land, 

where they go to be among them, and they will forsake Me 

and break My covenant which I have made with them. Then 

My anger shall be aroused against them in that day, and I 

will forsake them, and I will hide My face from them, and 

they shall be devoured. And many evils and troubles shall 

befall them, so that they will say in that day, 'Have not 

these evils come upon us because our God is not among 

us?” (Deuteronomy 31:16-17) For this reason, God 

commanded Moses to compose a song that would 

encapsulate the doctrine of God, the greatness of God, the 

unrighteous characters of the Israelites, the tender mercy of 
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God and His care for people. The song should include the 

ingrate characteristics of Israelites towards God, the seven 

sins of Israel, God’s judgment upon Israelites, the 

exhibition of Israelite's ignorance about God’s purposes 

and His dealings, the return of God to Israelites and the 

judgment of their enemies. The detail account of this song 

is in Deuteronomy 32:1-43.  

 

Perhaps you about to ask, “Why did God command that 

those issues be put into song?” Song is the language of the 

spirit of man. It inspires the soul of man and transcends 

generation. The poetic lyric of a song stirs the soul of man 

and persuade him to commit the wording of the song into 

memory. The melodious music of a song entertains the 

soul. Over and over again the sweet melody of the song 

will flow in and flood the spirit. Many renditions of 

beautiful songs are performed by the invisible orchestra of 

the heart without the participation of the mouth. If 

melodious song takes its resident in the heart of man, soon 

the mouth will join in the chorus and the entire world will 

be filled with its message.   Invariably God was persuading 

Israelites the way they should handle the wordings of the 

parting songs of Moses. The Zion must not forget the 

doctrine of Almighty God. The greatness of God that 

manifest in great miracles in the midst of the people of God 

must become music in their hearts. They must remember 

the miry clay of sinfulness they were when the tender 

mercy of God found them and lifted them up. The people of 

God must remember their sinful ignorance of God’s 

purposes and their lack of appreciations that led to their 

murmuring and faithlessness against God. Lastly, they must 

remember the righteous and faithful judgment of the 

Heavenly Father.     
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The song was documented in the law of God and handed 

unto the Levite saying, “Take this book of the law, and put 

it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 

God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.” 

(Deuteronomy 31:26) In addition Moses commanded that 

all the elders of the tribes and officers be gathered that he 

might speak the words of the songs in the ears and call 

heaven and earth to record against them. “And Moses spake 

in the ears of all the congregation of Israel the words of 

this song until they were ended.” (Deuteronomy 31:30) 

 

Above all, Jesus Christ our example of salvation did not 

leave the disciples without those parting words of comfort 

before the inevitability of His death on the Cross. He 

encouraged and prepared them in righteousness and in 

boldness to move on in faith with the work of ministry. He 

began with those enduring poetic word that was like 

melodious songs to the believers, “Let not your heart be 

troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My 

Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I 

would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if 

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be 

also.” (John 14:1-3) He went on revealing who He really 

is. He also made known to the disciples the secret of fruit 

bearing and the importance of their dependency on Him. 

He said, “I am the true vine, and My Father is the 

vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He 

takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, 

that it may bear more fruit. You are already clean because 

of the word which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I 

in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it 

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 
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I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 

and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do 

nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a 

branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw 

them into the fire, and they are burned. If you abide in Me, 

and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, 

and it shall be done for you.” (John 15:1-7) He sealed the 

parting words with prayer that the disciples may remain 

one as He is one with the Father.  “I do not pray for these 

alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through 

their word; that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in 

Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the 

world may believe that You sent Me. And the glory which 

You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just 

as We are one: I in them, and You in Me; that they may be 

made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You 

have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.” 

(John 17:20-23) 

 

It is always the heart desires of the great righteous leaders 

that the people of God receive a genuine salvation. Paul 

was an apostle of Christ to the Gentile nations. He was not 

sent to the household of Israelites. Yet it was the topmost 

heart desires of Paul that Israel may be saved.  “Brethren, 

my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they 

may be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal 

for God, but not according to knowledge. For they being 

ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish 

their own righteousness, have not submitted to the 

righteousness of God.”  (Romans 10:1-3) This heart desire 

of Paul can explain his frantic efforts to disseminate the 

gospel of Jesus Christ to the people.  What he did not have 

opportunity to preach to the Israelites were in his various 
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letters to the churches that served as a witness to Christians 

all over the world today. 

 

If you are saved today, glory be to God.  But in all sincerity 

it is not time yet for celebration. You are at the same 

crossroad where Joshua was speaking to the people of God 

to maintain their commitment to serve the Living God. 

Situational issues may arise in future that can threaten the 

strong tie you are currently maintaining with God.  Should 

this issue shake the foundation of your salvation? Worldly 

pressure may attempt to threaten your stand in the Lord, 

will you allow it to cause to your spiritual feet to slip? How 

are you handling the perennial problems that are common 

to the entire world?  Will you allow them to move you?  

Trial and tribulation will surely have their field days in 

your life. They did not take away godliness and salvation 

from Job.  He stood tall in the grim face of adversity. He 

overcame all the odds of his life and became victorious at 

the end. He received double blessings of God for all his 

troubles.  This was the laudable thought in the mind of Paul 

when he asked a pertinent question, “Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ?  Paul began to list various criteria 

of trials that are common to man and asked, “Should it be 

tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness or peril or sword?”  Paul declared his stand like 

Joshua, he answered the question himself and said, “Yet in 

all these things we are more than conquerors through Him 

who loved us. For I am persuaded that neither death nor 

life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any 

other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 

love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 

8:37-39) 
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It always gets to a certain point in our Christian wilderness 

journey when we conclude in a wholehearted covenant and 

say, “forward ever and backward never.”  If you have not 

got to that stage in your Christian life, it of the Lord’s will 

that you may remain steadfast, unmoveable and always 

abounding in the work of the Lord for as much as you know 

that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  (I Corinthians 

10:58)  

 

The parting words of the righteous are meant to build up 

the living saints. They were uttered to remind us to keep the 

flag of our salvation flying to the next generation. Those 

words are witnesses between the passing saints and living 

saints that the baton had been passed on to us. The truth 

that the Israelites of old should know did not die with 

Moses.  Neither did it die with Joshua his successor. Our 

Lord Jesus Christ passed the baton of salvation to the 

disciples and faithfully they upheld and defended the faith. 

Amidst pains and pangs of persecution, they braved the 

ordeal of infiltrating the entire world with the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. Paul the apostle of the Gentile immortalized 

the legacy of the truth in his various epistles that continue 

to be the bedrock of salvation of the Gentile world today. 

That was why the fire of salvation did not quenched until it 

got to our generation. Our attained salvation is the evidence 

of their faithfulness. While the breath of life is still in you, 

the Lord is entrusting you with the responsibility of 

ensuring that the next generation will be in covenant 

relationship with the Creator of the Universe. The ball is 

certainly in your court. I pray that you will not fail in Jesus 

name. 
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The last battle you cannot afford to lose in your Christian 

life journey is the battle against self. Self is selfish. Self 

loves comfort. Self is ignorant and loves to be subjected to 

wisdom of man as against the word of God. Self is stubborn 

and reckless. It loves to satisfy the present at the detriment 

of lofty glorious future. Self cooperates with flesh. Self is 

never steadfast, it has tendencies of following the direction 

of the deadly wind of worldliness. “Now the works of the 

flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, 

uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 

contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 

ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, 

drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you 

beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those 

who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of 

God.” (Galatians 5:19-21) That is why you need strong 

commitment in the Lord in order to stay focus. That is why 

you must maintain a consistent relationship with God in 

your Christian life journey. You cannot afford to drift away 

for a while and think that you can always come back. Dema 

the co-worker of Paul tried it and he lost his salvation in the 

entanglement of the worldliness.  I am not implying that the 

journey is easy but I am sure that it is attainable and you 

possess the tenacity to triumph at last. It is my fervent 

prayer that you will continue in faith and possess an upright 

mind to uphold righteousness and operate in holiness so 

that you will never depart from faith, in Jesus name, Amen. 
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              Chapter 

Reflect on This! 
 

Walking hand in hand with God in the wilderness journey 

of the Israelites in this book we have learnt many lessons.  

We have witnessed the integrity and faithfulness of God in 

keeping the covenant He had made with Abraham, 

although he was not alive to witness the total manifestation 

of those covenant.  We have also beheld the love of God 

manifested in abundance of provision of food, good health 

and His divine protection upon the people that are called by 

His name.  We have seen divine justice of the Living God 

against the enemies of His children and His faithfulness 

and fairness in the way He chastise His children that failed 

to live up to His expectation.  We have seen the 

demonstration of His mercy that manifested in forgiveness 

upon the Israelites in divers of times when they messed up 

spiritually.   

 

Like the hen hovers around her chicks, the Lord hovered 

round about His children and watched over them.  “As an 

eagle stirs up its nest, hovers over its young, spreading out 

its wings, taking them up, carrying them on its wings, So 

the Lord alone led him, and there was no foreign god with 

him.” (Deuteronomy 32:11-12) He loved them and cared 

for them.  He protected them and delivered them from the 

hands of those that were stronger than them.  He protected 

and prevented His people from the spiritual arrow of the 

curse of Balaam, the hired killer of King Balak because He 

15 
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will not allow the rod of the wicked to rest upon the lot of 

the righteous.  He made the kingdoms of the heathens 

subjected to his children and gave them and their livelihood 

as inheritance to His people.  

 

You will notice that in every different situation, the 

principle of the word of God prevailed in His faithfulness, 

in His love, in His covenant, in his forgiveness and in His 

abundant provision.  The trails of His precepts were 

conspicuous in all His divine intervention throughout their 

journey. The result of those precepts pointed to the 

faithfulness of God’s word. 

 

In His dealings with the Israelites, impossibilities were not 

impediments in their wilderness journey. Physical 

limitations were removed in their pathways. At the words 

of Joshua, the sun stood still over Gibeon and the moon 

over the valley of Ajalon until victory was ascertained over 

the warring enemies. The sea yielded to the children of God 

to walk in the dry ground to salvation, but the pursuing 

enemies were all perished in the sea. When there was no 

water and the elect of the Lord were thirsty, God made 

available water for the Israelites. The rock yielded 

abundance of water in the desert to quench the thirst of the 

righteous. When there was no food and could not cultivate 

the farmland and wait for harvest due to their continuous 

journey in the wilderness, God provided manna for them on 

a daily basis for forty years till they enter the Promised 

Land. When they desired meat in the wilderness God made 

available quails for them. They did not lack in the 

wilderness. The boisterous Jordan congealed at the 

approach of the leading Ark of Covenant. The Israelites 

were civilians in Egypt but became a mighty army in the 
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Promised Land. They were weak civilians when they came 

out of Egypt but they were strong victorious army when 

they reached the Promised Land. They stepped out of Egypt 

as group of people with a bleak future. That was the 

thought of the Egyptians about them, but God rolled away 

the reproaches of Egyptians from their lives in the 

Promised Land, and they possessed their possession. The 

Israelites were fearful of the Egyptians at the beginning 

when they were stepping out, but all the nations around the 

Israelites were fearful of them in the Promised Land. At the 

leading of the Heavenly Father, the fortified Jericho fell 

like a deck of cards at the emergence of the presence of 

God.  All these transformation happened in the course of 

their journey with the Lord from one point to another 

distant point. That is why I am sure that there is no 

wilderness in the life of mankind if one is journey on with 

God.  If I AM that I AM is leading the way, who is he that 

can stand against the people of God? 

 

Above all, He promised the Israelites that He will be with 

them and throughout their journey in the wilderness there 

was no situation that the presence of Almighty God was not 

vivid. His presence never departed from Israelites until the 

promise of their inheritance in Promise Land was made 

good. 

 

There were mysteries that surround the peculiarity of the 

Israelites the people of God. When they are in good terms 

with the Creator, in the time of adversity, they are 

surrounded with abundance of blessing. In the environment 

of plague and diseases, the divine protection of Heaven 

secured their camps. When the enemy besieged their 

camps, God turned the battle against the intruders. When 



Wilderness Experience 

- 268 - 

 

the decree of enemy was design to reduce their population 

amazingly it was the time they experience divine increase. 

God did not withhold His blessing from His people simply 

because He love them and because of His integrity and 

faithfulness.  
 

On the other hand, when the Israelites messed up and 

relegated the Heavenly God to the forgotten background in 

their lives, the characteristics of their peculiarity brought 

forth the chastisements of God upon them.  They suffered 

defeat in the hands of tiny little city. The enemy besieged 

their camp to destroy their cities and enslaved them. Their 

cities were destroyed, and their precious treasures 

plundered. Their kings were killed in the battles and their 

nobles were taken into captivity. Yet the eyes of the Lord 

never departed from the remnant righteous ones in the 

captivities. The mercy of God singled out righteous in their 

midst and bestow His mercy upon them. Even in the 

captivity, God elevated and honored His righteous children. 

The peculiarity of the covenant of God with their 

forefather, Abraham was the reason why Israelites remains 

a nation that suffered so many afflictions yet they were not 

consumed and totally exterminated from the surface of the 

earth. Hostility of the envious nations around them could 

not destroy them. The brief history of the horrendous crime 

against humanity in the 20th century holocaust pointed out 

that they were pummeled and terribly stricken but the 

remnants of Zion were rescued.   

 

In 1939 about 10 million of the estimated 16 million Jews in 

the world lived in Europe.  By 1945, almost 6 million had 

been killed, most of them in the nineteen main 

concentration camp.  Out of the pre-war Czechoslovakia’s 

281,000 Jews, about 4,000 survived. The population of 

Jews in Greece was between 65,000 and 72,000 before 



Reflect on This! 

- 269 - 

 

German conquest only 2,000 survived. Only 5,000 escaped 

out of 70,000 Jewish community in Austria.  In addition, an 

estimated 4.6 million were killed in Poland and in those 

areas of the Soviet Union seized and occupied by German. 4 

 

They were horrified but they are still standing. They were 

scattered abroad yet they were gathered in. At the 

appointed time the Heavenly Father Himself gathered the 

remnant household of Israel together and planted them in 

the land He had promised their posterity. No one ever 

thought that Israel will again become a nation. The history 

of their in-gathering that manifested in our own 20th 

century confirmed the efficacy of the word of God. “He 

will raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of 

Israel; he will assemble the scattered people of Judah from 

the four quarters of the earth.” (Isaiah 11:12) “Hear the 

word of the Lord, O nations; proclaim it in distant 

coastlands: ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and 

will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’” Jeremiah 

31:10) “Therefore say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD 

says: I will gather you from the nations and bring you back 

from the countries where you have been scattered, and I 

will give you back the land of Israel again.’” (Ezekiel 

11:17)  “I will surely gather all of you, O Jacob; I will 

surely bring together the remnant of Israel. I will bring 

them together like sheep in a pen, like a flock in its pasture; 

the place will throng with people. (Micah 2:12) 

 

 
4. The Library of Congress, America Memory: Historical 

Collections for the National Digital Library. Dec. 1998  

Events in Palestine 1908-1948 – Israel: The Holocaust 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+il0028) 
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In 1939 the British Mandate Authority had estimated that 

about 445000 out of 1.5 million residents of the Mandate 

were Jews. On May 15, 1947 a Special session of United 

Nations General Assembly established United Nations 

Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) consisting 

eleven members.  The committee reported on August 31, 

1947 of their support for a geographical complex system 

of partition into a separate Arab and Jewish States.  The 

plan was adopted after two months of intense 

deliberations as the United Nations General Assembly 

Resolution of November 29, 1947. The Zionist General 

Council stated willingness in principle to accept 

partition.  The League of Arab States Council (Arab 

League) met in December 1947 and said it would take 

whatever measures were required to prevent the 
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On May 14, 1948 Ben-Gurion and his associates 

proclaimed the establishment of the State of Israel.  On 

the following day, Britain and United States recognized 

Israel.  Soviet Union recognition was accorded on May 

18, 1948; by April 1949, fifty-three nation had extended 

recognition.  In May 1949, the United Nations General 

Assembly admitted Israel to the United Nations. 

 

Israeli officials estimated that as of May 15, 1948, about 

650,000 Jews lived in the area scheduled to become 

under the November 1947 United Nations partition 

proposal.  In July 1950, the Knesset passed the Law of 

Return which stated that, “Every Jew has right to come 

to this country as an ‘olah’ (new immigrant)” Between 

May 1948 and December 31, 1951 approximately 

684,000 Jewish immigrants entered the new state. 

 

 Sephardic Immigrant 300,000 

 Iraqi Jews  120,000 

 Egyptian Jews    10,000 

 Turkish Jews    55,000 

 Iranian Jews    40,000 

 Yemeni Jews    55,000    and 
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thousands more from Jewish enclaves in Afghanistan, 

Caucasus and Cochin in Southwest India.  In the late 

1950s, a new flood of 400,000 mainly undereducated 

Moroccan, Algeria, Tunisian and Egyptian Jews 

immigrated to Israel following the Israel’s Sinai War 

Campaign.5  About 10,000 Falashas Ethiopian Jews were 

airlifted to Israel between 1984 and 1985.6 

 

I have inserted the recent twentieth century developmental 

history of the nation of Israel in our own time so that we 

may compare it with the time of Moses and Joshua in the 

Bible. We can behold the same pattern of peculiarity of the 

nation as a result of God’s mercy, His presence and His 

divine intervention in their activities so that we may know 

that God never change. Wherever the Israelites are on the 

surface of the earth, they are still relevant in the political 

world. They are very shrewd in business. They are 

competitive negotiators. I hope you remember their 

forefather, Jacob in his pot of lentil porridge deal for the 

first born birth-right of Esau. Spiritually they are peculiar 

because Jesus Christ, the foundation of our salvation came 

from the lineage of Abraham. They are still peculiar in the 

global economy. They are one of the few groups of people 

 
5. The Library of Congress, America Memory: Historical 

Collections for the National Digital Library.   Problems of 

the New State 1948-67 – Israel: Ingathering of the Exiles 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+i10031) 

 

6. The Library of Congress, America Memory: Historical 

Collections for the National Digital Library Foreign 

Relations. Dec. 1998 Data Dec. 1998 – Israel: Relations 

with African States   http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-

bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+il0139) 
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under heaven that God still entrusted the wealth of the 

nations of the world in their hands. Their peculiarity made 

them to become object of envy. As a result all these, they 

incur many enemies globally. 

 

Have you come to a point and wonder, “Why do we have 

all these detailed accounts of God miracles documented in 

the scripture? The answer to this question is not farfetched. 

It is because our Christian journey is similar in so many 

ways to wilderness journey of the Israelites. We are a 

chosen generation by His redemptive blood on the Cross.  

We are the precious people by His grace. We are the 

peculiar people of our time by separation from the world 

through salvation and separation unto God through 

sanctification. And by faith we are the holy nation of the 

royal Kingdom of the Heavenly King and our precious city 

is the Heavenly New Jerusalem.  We are aware of the rocky 

and crookedness of our Christian wilderness journey. We 

are not perturbed by the harassment of the devil because we 

know that we shall not be ensnared by his alluring 

temptation.  The rocky mountains in the pathway are not 

strange to us any longer because we know that it will be an 

added glory to the name of God at the end of our journey.  

We are aware of the harassment of roaring lion that is 

desperately seeking whom to devour on the way. This also 

will give melody to our song of victory. Faith has been our 

shield and righteous choice, not fear. Faith had been our 

guiding counselor not our imperfect wisdom. We were told 

that in this world we will have many tribulation but we 

have been assured to be of good cheer because our Lord 

had overcome the world. We have put our hands on the 

plow, we cannot afford to look back. We have been assured 

of the promise of the Heavenly Father and we are 
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encouraged by the fact that the gate of hell will not prevail 

against His church.  

 

When the Israelites set out in the land of Egypt, they had a 

goal. They had a destination. They had a covenant backing 

the corporate goal. Corporately they were journey on to the 

Promised Land.  But along the line, the covenant backing 

goal became degenerated to wisdom guided goal among the 

majority of them because of their unbelief. That was why 

some engaged in murmuring and complaining as their 

limited wisdom guided them. Their minds brooded on their 

wisdom about how a certain situation should have been 

against the express plans of God. As a result, their focuses 

became impaired and the timeline to reach their destination 

became elongated, because there is a limit to what wisdom 

of man can offer him.  Many of them murmured and 

complained. Those who failed to exercise faith ended their 

destinations in the wilderness. They did not make it to the 

Promised Land. 

 

The scripture made it clear to us that, “the just shall live by 

faith,” not by wisdom and not by his skill. When a man is 

journeying on in faith, spiritually he had made himself a 

partner with the Creator of Heaven and earth.  He is no 

longer alone in the journey of life because the presence of 

God is with him. Joshua and Caleb were the only two 

Israelites leaders that were forward looking. They faithfully 

locked their focus unto the covenant keeping Heavenly God 

in their wilderness journey. They made it to the Promised 

Land. They all partook in the inheritance of the land 

flowing with milk and honey.   
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The spiritual goal of Christians is real and is attainable. The 

Heavenly Father had declared it. The price of our salvation 

had been paid. The Father Himself had gone before us to 

prepare a place for us. We are journey on by faith in the 

Lord not by our wisdom. We are certain of the glorious end 

to the faithful journey. That is why we are bold to declare a 

win-win situation in this Christian wilderness journey 

because we know that our Lord Jesus Christ is leading the 

way.  Come on and journey on with us. All the toils of the 

Christian wilderness journey ends here on earth. The joyful 

end in the presence of the Heavenly Father and in the 

company of angels will justify the means. “But ye are come 

unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of 

angels.” (Hebrews 12:22) No sorrow in heaven and tears is 

a strange vocabulary there. Our Lord Jesus Christ assured 

us, “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, 

believe also in Me. In My Father's house are many 

mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 

where I am, there you may be also.” (John 14:1-3) He 

ascertained that He will be with us. “I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) Certainly I 

know that you will not settle for the crumbs in the presence 

of the Father, because you are His sons and daughters. No 

rented apartment in heaven and there is no mortgage 

payment there. Jesus Christ promised you a mansion in 

heaven where the street is made of transparent gold. There 

is neither sun nor darkness in heaven. There is no energy 

crisis in heaven and no power outage there. The divine 

glory of His presence is the illuminating brightness of the 

place. Our Heavenly Father is bidding you to come. “Come 
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unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 

give you rest” (Matthew 11:28) His yoke is easy and His 

burden is light. Please come! Do not delay! Do not 

disregard this honorable invitation! Come. Your inheritance 

is waiting for you in the Promised Land of eternity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

Thanks for taking time to read the Pocket Minister Series. If you 

would like to establish a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, 

please pray the prayer in the box below. Please note that you are 

about to make the most important decision in your life. Please pay 

detail attention to the prayer points. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, I know that you are the Son of Living God. 
You died for me on the Cross. I know that I have sinned in 
my thoughts, words and actions. There are so many good 
things I failed to do. There are so many sinful things I have 
done. I confess all my wrongdoings and I am truly sorry for 
my sinful life. I now turn away from everything I considered 
to be sinful. Have mercy upon me, Lord and forgive me all 
my sins. You gave your life as a ransom for my soul; I 
gratefully give my life to you. I humbly invite you to come 
into my life as my Savior to redeem me, and as my Friend to 
be with me for ever. My Lord and my King, I will serve you all 
the remaining years of my life in complete obedience to your 
words, Amen.  
 

If you have prayed this prayer wholeheartedly with all sincerity of mind, 
rest assured that angels in Heaven are rejoicing with you now. We also 
join the heavenly host to rejoice with you and we say, “You are welcome 
to the fold of believers.” There are important things you must know and 
the steps you have to take. The author of this book is a member of 
Deeper Life Bible Church but please get in contact with any Bible 
Believing Living Church near you where you can truly serve the Lord 
in truth and in spirit in order to learn and know more about the love of 
God.  
 
Please fill your name and the date of your decision in the Decision 
Page at the next page.  It is important you give us feedback for the 
purpose of follow up. Please feel free to write to us so that we can send 
you some materials that will help you in your Christian walk.  
 

 



 

 

 

DECISION PAGE 
 

 

Name      -------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Address  -------------------------------------------------------- 

 

               --------------------------------------------------------- 

                

E-mail Address ------------------------------------------------ 

 

Hereby confess by faith today (Date)---------------------------------------------- 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of Living God. He died for me on the Cross 
of Calvary and I am redeemed with His precious blood. I wholeheartedly 
repented my sins and I believed that the Heavenly Father has forgiven 
me my sins. I am now counted among the righteous as one of the 
children of God through the special adoption by His blood. I begin my 
Christian journey in the newness of life observing His precepts 
according to the word of God each day of my life until I see Him face to 
face in Heaven.   
 

Beloved of the Lord,  
 

Please make photocopy of this page for all those who have accepted 
Jesus Christ as their Savior through this ministry and mail it to us at 
the address below for the purpose of follow-up as well as a feedback 
about the faithfulness of God in our ministry. 

 
Michael A. Eleyinafe  

Christ Light Bearers Inc. 
P. O. Box 141, New York, NY 10163 

www.christlightbearers.org 
e-mail:  mike@christlightbearers.org 

Tel. No.  (718) 825-6564 
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